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We invite you to join The Park Club and discover its

unique history and rich tradition;where business and

culture meet in the heart of downtown Kalamazoo.

The Park Club building and cityscape, 2004

The Park Club
A SECOND CENTURY OF EXCELLENCE

www.parkclub.net
(269) 381-0876 • 219 West South Street, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007

HISTORY
The Park Club of Kalamazoo celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2004.The Club was
originally located in the Balch home on the corner of Rose and South Streets. In the late
1920s, the growing club purchased the William S. Lawrence Queen Anne style mansion.
Located right next door, it was built in 1898 and remains the Club’s home today.

SERVICES
The Park Club is a private, social dining club serving lunch and dinner daily, as well 
as providing meeting space, banquets and catering for its members.The twelve unique 
dining rooms offer a variety of settings to suit any occasion, from small and intimate
personal affairs to corporate meetings and large gatherings of all kinds.

MEMBERSHIP
Our members and guests enjoy the finest in hand-crafted food, select wines and person-
alized service in an historic setting.The Park Club offers several membership categories
to suit various personal and professional levels of Club use and activity. Membership is
open to men and women 21 years of age and over.

We hope you will join us today.
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When you have a building constructed, you depend
upon a construction company to actually live up to
these words. CSM Group has a reputation for doing
just that. As Construction Management specialists, we
have the expertise to make solid decisions. Owners
trust our judgment—and we earn their trust every day.

It’s performance that generates customer loyalty. 
Let us earn yours.They’re just words, until the 

millions involved are yours.

Judgment.
Integrity. 

Professionalism.

Galesburg, MI • Grand Rapids, MI
www.csmgroup.com • info@csmgroup.com J.
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All I reAlly need to know I learned by driving in the British Isles. 

Actually, the learning happened in kindergarten, but I certainly had 

some virtues reinforced when driving nearly 3,000 miles over a two-

week period. What I learned was courage, patience, tolerance, kind-

ness, generosity and humility — and all from 

driving on the “wrong” side of the road.

Opening the right front door and sliding 

behind the wheel of our mid-size rental car for 

the first time took a little courage. Then after 

perusing the dials, gauges and levers, I decided 

it was time to give it a go. “Just remember to 

keep the driver toward the center of the road and 

everything will be fine” was the only advice given 

by the Scottish car rental agent; so hiding my trepidation, I sum-

moned up all the courage I could muster and eased my Peugeot into 

traffic — almost “dead on” into the busy Edinburgh street. Remember, 

I thought, “Keep the driver toward the center of the road.”

Enough for courage; I had the knack! The question was whether 

I had the patience to accept my own lack of experience to perse-

vere and become comfortable. My patience had been tried to the 

extreme because of starting my driving experience in a large city. 

Fortunately, my passengers demonstrated their patience and faith in 

me — and we ventured on. 

Quickly testing my tolerance were a few British drivers who had 

no desire to deal with a disoriented tourist. Then, can you believe it; 

one of them zoomed by us on the right. Alas, in that part of the world, 

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe

the right is the legal side for passing, and I later learned they call it 

“overtaking” in Great Britain. I also learned that the British are gener-

ally quite cordial in their driving habits; and their tolerance was tested 

even more than mine. Thank you to the Brits.

Extending kindness on my part was also reinforced within the 

confines of our snug, French vehicle. I needed to show empathy to our 

navigator as she interpreted the maps, trying to make sense of unfa-

miliar territory and road signage. It was also necessary to be consider-

ate of passengers in the tight rear seat, so I tried to remember to allow 

frequent stretch breaks. This wasn’t going to be a race against time.

If generosity is the art of giving, then the roads in the British Isles 

are the place to practice this credo. They allow many opportunities 

to give — or “give way,” to use the British term. Those narrow roads, 

often little more than one-lane wide, and the lack of actual stop signs, 

are both opportunities to demonstrate generosity while on the road. Of 

course, knowing the potential consequences helped me with this one.

Finally, humility is the virtue that arose so often while we tra-

versed the beautiful countryside. As I gained a comfort level and per-

haps became a bit overconfident, a situation would crop up — like a 

pair of headlights coming straight at us on a rural, narrow road — and 

I would then be reminded that 3,000 miles over two weeks does not 

make one invincible behind the wheel — no matter which side of the 

road is traveled.

Rick Briscoe, Publisher
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OR GRACE TIFFAny — scholar, 
wife and mother — William 
Shakespeare is a source of inspira-

tion and curiosity. As a professor of 
English at Western Michigan University, 
Grace teaches Shakespeare, arguably the 
best English writer ever, and she writes 
scholarly work and novels based on her 
vast knowledge of the Bard, Elizabethan 
England and the Renaissance. 

In addition, Grace appreciates 
Shakespeare’s influence on her life and 
that of her husband, Tom Lucking, and 
son, Joe. “Shakespeare was a pretty 
smart guy,” she says. “He had something 
profound to say about almost everything, 
and because he articulated meaning so 
precisely, often in single lines, he gives 
us interesting ways to look at the world.” 

As an example, Grace notes Shake-
speare’s use of soliloquy and dialogue 
to define characters’ moods within his 
tragedies and his comedies. “Soliloquy 
is the stage enactment of a character’s 
thinking; it’s the medium of tragedy, and 
tragic things happen in plays — and in 
life — when people move into isolation 
and engage in long conversations with 
themselves. But in comedy, characters 
live in a benevolent environment where 
dialogue becomes a way for private 
selves to open up to other selves and be 
transformed by connection and com-
munity and love. And that makes a lot of 
sense.” 

Tiffany’s husband Tom, a nationally 
known behavioral health consultant, has 
quoted Shakespeare to help his clients 
understand addiction. Grace explains, 

A New Twist on Shakespeare

“‘Othello’ has an exchange about the 
problems of social drinking, and in 
‘Hamlet,’ there’s a wonderful speech in 
which Hamlet is talking about Claudius, 
who has fostered a habit of over-indul-
gence with alcohol. Through his charac-
ters, Shakespeare comments philosophi-
cally about this problem of excess.” 

Even Joe, when he was no more 
than one, was attracted to a comic book 
version of “Macbeth,” Grace notes with 
affection, while adding that her priority 
at this period of her life is to capitalize 
on her son’s affinity for puns and word 
sounds in order to help him improve his 
language skills and succeed in school. 

Born in new york, Grace 
grew up in Arlington, Va., 
where she developed a fond-
ness for Shakespeare’s great 
tragic play, “Macbeth,” and 
its namesake character. As an 
undergraduate student at Duke 
University, she majored in English 
and history. For her master’s degree 
at the University of notre Dame, she 
studied Victorian and Renaissance litera-
ture. Specializing in Shakespeare for her 

“	I	could	go	on	and	on	about	Shakespeare,	as	though	my	
whole	life	were	about	him,	but	that’s	not	the	case.	I	am	
passionate	about	Shakespeare,	and	I	find	him	inspiring	
to	read	and	teach,	but	I	don’t	worship	him.	I	think	of	him	
as	someone	who	would	be	interesting	to	meet	and	talk	to	
and	drink	an	ale	with	in	a	tavern.”

—	Grace	Tiffany

Grace Tiffany asks her class at Western 
Michigan University to interpret a passage from 
Shakespeare’s “Macbeth.” This past March, 
Grace received an Outstanding Achievement in 
Scholarship and Creativity award from WMU’s 
College of Arts and Sciences.
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Grace’s first novel is a funny, lyr-
ical story about Shakespeare’s 
youngest daughter, Judith, the 
Shakespeare family’s odd duck. 
The book has been praised for 
its “authenticity and flair” by 
Huntsville Times. Its heroine 
has been called “unforgettable” 
by New York Times bestselling 
author Sharon Kay Penman.

doctorate, also at notre Dame, sparked 
her passion for the bard’s great work.

Historians know little about 
Shakespeare’s daily life. He was 
born in 1�64 and died in 1616. 

He married Anne Hathaway, who gave 
birth to three children, Susanna and 
twins Hamnet and Judith. Anne lived her 
entire life in Stratford-Upon-Avon and 
never, it is believed, traveled to be with 
her husband in London, 100 miles to the 
southeast, where he earned fame and his 
family’s fortune. How often Shakespeare 
returned to Stratford is a matter of spec-
ulation, with some scholars believing it 
was no more than once a year. With a 
lack of journals and only a smattering of 
contemporary accounts, daily activi-
ties can only be inferred, which makes 
Shakespeare’s life fertile ground for the 
genre of historical fiction in which Grace 
writes. 

Two of her four novels, “My Fa-
ther Had a Daughter” and “Will,” are 
fictional works that incorporate facts 
about Shakespeare’s family and contem-
poraries. “I take real people, most of 
whom were connected to Shakespeare, 
then use my imagination to hypothesize 
stories about what isn’t known about 

them,” she says. The other two novels, 
“Ariel,” which she dedicated to her son, 
and “The Turquoise Ring,” are based 
on Shakespeare’s plays “The 
Tempest” and “The Merchant 
of Venice,” respectively. Grace 
jokingly describes these novels 
as “parasitical, because I took 
Shakespeare-invented char-
acters and spun imaginary 
events around them.” 

“The Turquoise Ring” 
provides an excellent ex-
ample of the way in which 
Shakespeare’s work inspires 
Grace Tiffany’s imagination. 
“Shylock, the money lender 
in ‘The Merchant of Venice,’ 
is also the main character in 
‘The Turquoise Ring,’” she 
explains. “Shakespeare gave 
him one line about a ring 
that his daughter, Jessica, 
stole from him in which he 
says, ‘It was my turquoise. 
I had it of Leah when I was 
a bachelor.’ And that’s all 
Shakespeare said about this 
woman named Leah. The 
mystery of Shylock’s and 
Leah’s past — whether they 

were married or not — so intrigued me 
that the whole first part of my book is 
my concoction of their relationship in 

Grace’s second novel is a rich 
amalgamation of fiction and 
fact that presents an inside 
account of Shakespeare’s the-
atrical rivalries and successes 
in London and his domestic 
struggles with his wife, Anne 
Hathaway. 

“The Turquoise Ring” is Grace’s 
third novel, a retelling of “The 
Merchant of Venice” from the 
perspectives of five of that 
play’s women, who, through 
Grace’s imagination, provide an 
intriguing new view of the main 
character, Shylock.

“Ariel” is Grace’s fourth novel, and it 
is a fanciful tale for adolescents and 
young adults, based on Shakespeare’s 
magical and mischievous character of 
the same name in his play. The Ameri-
can Library Association named this a 
“Best Book for Young Adults 2006.”

Known as the Ely Palace portrait of William Shakespeare, 
neither it nor any of the portraits of the famous writer are 
thought to have been painted from life, but they are all that 
remains.
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Toledo, Spain, which is a different time 
and place than 1��0s Venice where 
Shakespeare set his play. That part of 
my plot is wholly invented. Then, when 
I have Shylock and his infant Jessica 
— but not Leah — come to Venice, I 
bring in Shakespeare’s other characters 
— Antonio, Bassanio, Portia — and do 
all kinds of weird things with them.” 
In sooth, Grace’s novel includes scenes 
similar to Shakespeare’s as well as some 
of her creation, and she has them speak 
some of Shakespeare’s lines as well as 
many that she wrote for them. 

Grace is quick to point out that 
her books are not novelizations. “I like 

to call them twisted versions of Shake-
speare’s plays, based on intriguing hints 
about a shadowy past that his characters 
allude to but don’t fully articulate.” 

Fabricating Shakespeare-based sto-
ries requires uncommon familiarity with 
Renaissance England, which was ruled 
by authoritarian monarchs and populat-
ed by mostly illiterate people with high 
auditory acuity. “At this time in England, 
playwrights suffered censorship, and its 
chief city, London, was visually dominat-
ed by the infamous Tower — a historic 
place of political imprisonment — and 
marked on its south entrance by the 
skulls of persons who had been convict-

ed of treason, weathering atop the gates 
of London Bridge,” Grace points out.

She continues: “Shakespeare was 
a fairly conservative person. I think 
he was happy to be a successful play-
wright, supported by the aristocracy 
that was very close to Queen Elizabeth 
and, after she died, King James, who, in 
the early 1�th century, directly patron-
ized Shakespeare’s theater company, the 
King’s Men.”

The play “King John” is an ex-
ample of Shakespeare possibly 
acquiescing to censorship. “It 

was during the reign of King John in 

Answer on page 61.

What spring-flowering Michigan tree does legend  
say that upon Christ’s crucifixion God decreed  
would never grow large enough to be used to  
make a cross?

Out on a Limb

Grace Tiffany

Despite her high regard for Shakespeare, the two most prominent men in Grace Tiffany’s life are husband Tom Lucking and son Joe.
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Bad things can happen to good people.
We’re here when you need us.

the early 13th century that the Magna 
Carta, which restricted the power of 
kings, was drawn up,” Grace says, “but 
there’s nothing in the play about the 
Magna Carta — the most important 
event of King John’s reign is not in 
there. So, I like to imagine that Shake-
speare had written a scene in which 
there was a showdown between King 
John and the barons of his realm that 
involved the signing of the Magna Carta 
and that the censors, acting on Queen 
Elizabeth’s behalf, made him take it 
out. Or maybe Shakespeare didn’t even 
write such a scene because he knew, by 
seeming to champion the curtailment of 
royal power, he’d be treading on danger-
ous ground.” 

At the same time, Grace says, 
Shakespeare and other scholars of his 
era were interested in the republican 
form of government in which supreme 
power rests in representatives elected 
by commoners and not with a monarch. 
“He explored that type of government 
in plays that were mostly set in a time 
period historically distant from his 
own,” Grace explains. “The Roman 
plays, for example, were about events 
that every learned person knew had 
happened, such as the assassination of 
Julius Caesar. So, he wasn’t inventing 
those stories, but he did have characters 
engage in political dialogue that raised 
questions germane to his own time. If 
he had simply written an essay say-
ing the things that Cassius and Brutus 
say about government, he would have 
been clapped in jail. So, instead, he 
dramatized those concepts through 
known historical characters. I imag-
ine that, if the censors had questioned 
him, Shakespeare would have said, 
‘Look, milord, it wasn’t me. I just read 
Plutarch’s Lives, and those people really 
said those things.’ But, of course, it was 
always him, always Shakespeare, saying 
everything that gets said in his plays.” 

Grace suspects that Shakespeare 
had “some uncanny access to inspira-
tion” that helped him write his great vol-
ume of work: 1�4 sonnets and 3� plays, 
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GULLS

I’ve never seen a gull’s nest. For all I know, they lay their eggs on 
water and hatch them there. But no, they must have their quiet place to 
brood and sleep. I grew up with gulls — in spring, summer, and fall. I do 
not know where they winter, or if they somehow endure the ice. Gulls are 
aloof, full of mystery — even more so than a cat.

I’ve seen on the beach a great dead carp, orange and stinking, its eyes 
stolen, the thief’s delicate footprints patterning damp sand. I’ve seen 
overhead the circling and soaring, white wings with grey tips, beak curved 
for catching prey, the imperious nostril, the beady eye.

Our gulls were shy, unlike the gulls in South Haven, for instance, who 
swoop inches from your head and plop down at your feet. Lake Erie gulls 
would drift, parachutists, down to the beach a hundred yards away, tuck in 
their wings and waddle to their rotting meal, pick at it judiciously, 
squabble with interlopers, and screek and scraw in voices as harsh as 
their beaks.

In fall, especially, they bobbed white on the green lake, alone or in 
groups, nestled in cold slopping water, black eyes gleaming. Sometimes I 
found a white feather tipped black, or rarely, a dead and sodden gull.  It 
would be loose, slack, lacking its erstwhile Hercule-Poirrot composure.  
What had happened to the gull? Had its heart stopped mid flight?

Gulls loved to congregate at north Cape, on the huge chunks of broken 
concrete that defined the channel. Hundreds of birds would strut and 
screech, flap and stand. They were a wonderful hubbub that ran and took 
flight if I stepped too near. It was a test to see how close I could inch 
before the host would flap crying to the south, as though escaping a vile 
bully. I wonder now if the gulls had tucked their nests between those 
imitation rocks, if at night they dreamt of carp eyes dropping into 
chicks’ hungry maws.

By Wilma J. Kahn

Portage resident Wilma J. Kahn grew up on the shores of Lake Erie. She teaches 
writing and is the author of a mystery novel, “Big Black Hole.”

many more than his closest literary 
rivals. “He wrote by candlelight with a 
quill and ink from a pot on paper that, in 
his early days, he may have acquired by 
ripping playbills from walls and fences,” 
Grace says. “He wrote great comedies, 
tragedies and history plays — crossing 
genres in a way that wasn’t common, 
even among the great Greek and Roman 
playwrights. He is, and was, revered not 
just because he wrote so many things, 
but because he wrote so many kinds of 
things.” 

Then she offers the observation of 
one of Shakespeare’s playwriting rivals, 
Ben Jonson, who noted that Shakespeare 
never blotted a line but should have. 
Whether or not Shakespeare blotted, 
or how much, will never be answered 
because none of his original manu-
scripts exists; his work is known only 
in anthologies that his fellow actors 
published after his death. “People would 
pay millions of dollars to find a play in 
Shakespeare’s hand,” Grace adds. “Or 
even a laundry list.”

Shakespeare employed a stagger-
ing 3�,000 different words in his plays, 
compared to only �,000 in the Bible, and 
he coined many of them himself, as did 
other writers of the time. “There was an 
explosion of language in England then,” 
Grace explains, “but Shakespeare was 
particularly good at linking short Saxon 
words with longer, mellifluous words 

Grace Tiffany
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from the Romance languages, putting 
these two kinds of words right next to 
each other to achieve a kind of three-di-
mensional linguistic effect.”

Citing the scene from “Macbeth” in 
which Macbeth has just killed the king, 
Grace continues, “He has blood all over 
his hands and he’s horrified at what he’s 
just done. His wife, Lady Macbeth, says, 
‘Go get some water, and wash this filthy 
witness from your hand.’ And Macbeth 
replies in fear, ‘Will all great neptune’s 
ocean wash this blood clean from my 
hand? no, this my hand will rather the 
multitudinous seas incarnadine, making 
the green one red.’ 

Explaining, Grace states that “seas” 
is a Saxon word, short, blunt, and con-
crete that Shakespeare combined with 
the polysyllabic, Latin-based “multi-
tudinous” and that he simply made 
up “incarnadine,” which lives in our 
language today as a synonym for blood 
red or crimson. “By sticking the little 
word in the middle, the line takes us 
from an abstract expression of horror to 
a concrete image of ocean depths, and 
back into abstraction. It’s seasickening, 
and meant to be, in order to convey 
the tempest in Macbeth’s mind,” Grace 
concludes.

A few blocks from the site of the original
Globe Theatre in London, Grace poses next
to a memorial to Shakespeare that is inside 
Southwark Cathedral.

(continued on page 58)
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HE OFFICIAL START to our
British Isles adventure last June 
was in Edinburgh, Scotland, where 
the city was resetting thousands

of historic street bricks that provide the 
noteworthy atmosphere. While the dis-
array did take away from the ambience, 
witnessing the massive project allowed 
us to experience the workers’ friendly 
reaction to our questions. It was a good 
beginning for us as we sized up our re-
ception as Americans in another country. 
While the Scots were laying the ground-
work for their August international 
arts-festival crowds, we were laying the 
groundwork for our traveling “vibes.” 
And for the duration of our junket, our 
positive impressions held true.

For economy and charm when 
touring the region, we stayed in bed and 

breakfasts (B&Bs) along our route. We 
also achieved spontaneity and learned 
a bit about the people who live there. 
Other than prearranging our accommo-
dations on the first and 
last nights to ensure no 
disasters with our flights, 
the remaining lodging was left to our 
travel whims.

For two weeks, we motored along 
in a rental car on the “wrong side of the 
road,” sometimes holding our breaths 
at the narrow, often twisting roads and 
continual blind spots caused by stone 
walls or hedgerows. And while we some-
times had to suppress nagging thoughts 
of where we’d stay that night, for the 
most part we were pleased by the relative 
ease of finding a suitable place to stop.

Our first nights, in Scotland, were 

the most unsettling because we hadn’t 
yet discovered the importance of the 
friendly looking italicized “i” posted at 
tourist information centers in the villag-

es and cities throughout 
the region. And, although 
the symbol turned from 

blue to green once we reached Ireland, 
the somewhat tenuous beginning to 
our accommodation hunt became quite 
simple by the time we reached the Em-
erald Isle. 

As our foursome headed north from 
Edinburgh, and after a historic and sce-
nic stop at the national William Wallace 
Monument in Stirling, we found our first 
B&B, priced at under $100 (4� pounds) 
a night, and consistent in price with the 
future lodging selections we made. Here, 
in Pitlochry, we learned that at � p.m., 

Let Mrs. Smith be your hostess in charming Pitlochry, Scotland, on the way to the north from
Edinburgh. Her recently renovated, nearly 200-year-old home is tastefully decorated and comfortable. 
She is welcoming, and her breakfast is outstanding — all for under $100 a couple per night.
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compounded by the need for two rooms,  
most B&Bs had been booked. 

Knocking on the door of a quaint-
looking place with a vacancy sign, we 
were told they had only one room left, 
but the helpful owner called a friend, 
and we ended up in a nearly 200-year-
old home a little ways off from the 
beaten path. It was perched on a hill in a 
pleasant neighborhood, and we met our 
first hostess of the trip, Mrs. Smith, who, 
with her husband, had recently renovat-
ed the immaculate, homey structure. 

Always included in the fee for 
B&Bs and usually not (if ever) eagerly 
served before � a.m., a remarkable, 
early-morning banquet, referred to as 
a “full Scottish breakfast,” was served 
on fine china and consisted of first dry 
cereal and yogurt, fruit, juice and cof-
fee, followed by toast and jams, sausage, 
bacon that to us looked more like ham, 
fried eggs, potato scones, and a baked 

tomato half. Our hefty hike exploring 
the trails and salmon run around the 
local river the evening before and our 
pre-breakfast walk around the neigh-
borhood had, luckily, made us hungry. 
And we needed the energy for Speyside 
Scotch Whisky country, which is where 
we were headed next. 

While it is possible to explore 
Scotland by traveling the 
“malt whisky trail” mapped 

out throughout the country, we were 
specifically on the hunt for the Glen-
livet Distillery, which we found further 
north amongst pastoral countryside 
dotted with grazing sheep. The narrow 
but paved winding roads gave us the 
open countryside we had come to see, 
and even included sightings of shaggy 
highland cattle.

After a fascinating tour and some 
serious tasting of their libations, we 

headed for Loch ness, bypassing In-
verness because of the tourist crowds 
and driving along the less traveled 
23-mile east side of the lake in search of 
“nessy.” We eventually stumbled across 
our favorite sleepover spot, discovered 
in the overcast late afternoon and drizzle 
just past Fort Augustus at the south end 
of the lake and a couple of miles up a dirt 
drive. Having earlier that day accom-
plished a main trip goal of a bona fide 
Loch ness monster sighting, and with 
pictures to prove it, staying along the 
lake’s shore was too much to hope for.

Proprietor and hostess Jenny MacK-
enzie was corralling her horses at the 
gate near the house, and she warmly ush-
ered us up to her front door that read in 
Gaelic: “A hundred thousand welcomes.” 
This small, working farm with rooms 
in the main house and cabins available 
on the property could serve as a bucolic 
resort for a much longer stay. Other 

Mrs. Jenny MacKenzie will provide you with 
an open kitchen and variety of tea, coffee, and 
cocoa at your whim, and her homemade cookies 
upon late-afternoon arrival introduce you to 
true Scottish hospitality. A small working farm 
set on the southwest shore of Loch Ness allows 
for scenic “Nessy” viewing — or just relaxing.  
Breakfast is hearty and delicious.  A week-long 
stay here would not be too long, at $100–$110 
per couple each night and close to the best of 
Scotland. jenny@oldpierhouse.com

Ph
ot

o:
 H

er
b 

Ha
m

es

Ph
ot

o:
 P

en
ny

 B
ris

co
e

A lucky shot of “Nessy” at the water’s surface?
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house guests, from Denmark, provided 
interesting evening conversation in the 
home’s common areas, and Mrs. MacK-
enzie, whose home was named Old Pier 
House and had been in her family for 
generations, was a local authority on the 
Loch ness monster. Her rustic kitchen/
dining room was decked out in framed 
nessy pictures and news clippings, and 
we were treated to homemade cook-
ies and self-serve drinks, including an 
array of natural teas, upon arrival. She 

But, the noise didn’t last long and 
the rest of the stay was over the top, in-
cluding Jenny’s “full Scottish breakfast” 
that included the usual as we had expe-
rienced in Pitlochry, plus a bitter-tasting 
black pudding, more commonly known 
as “blood pudding.”

The Isle of Skye to the west, our 
next destination, was a paradise 
for the eyes, with breathtaking, 

mountainous scenery pocked by sheep 

also informed us of the local goings-on, 
including an electricity generator project 
across the lake that, while noisy now due 
to dynamiting during the day, would, in 
the end, be entirely underground and en-
vironmentally safe for the lake and fish. 
She also explained that the two low-fly-
ing jets that rushed by us with deafening 
sound were actually American fighter 
planes that passed three times a day on 
maneuvers down the length of the lake. 
Well, so much for peace and quiet!

Scotch whisky is like fine 
wine — simple in many ways, but 
also complex and mysterious. True 

appreciation of both drinks increases as 
one better understands the origins and 
creation of the product.

Wine is basically fermented grapes, 
and Scotch is not much more than 
fermented barley. In fact, Scotch is made 
from just three ingredients: malted 
barley, water and yeast. To be totally 
correct, the above ingredients are used to 
make Scotch “malt whisky” while Scotch 
“grain whisky” includes maize, wheat 
or other grains. Lest this tutorial in the 
making of Scotch whisky become overly 
complex, I shall focus on malt whisky.

The origins of distilling malt whisky 
in Scotland likely precede the oldest 

records, which are from 1�th century 
monks. Originally known by the Gaelic 
term “uisce beatha” (ish keh ba ha), 
which means water of life, the name 
became corrupted in the 1�th century to 
“usky” and eventually to “whisky.” The 
five-step process of creating malt whisky 
has changed little over the centuries, 
but much about the subtle aromas and 
flavors remains a mystery even today.

Whisky makers start by selecting 
the best quality barley and soaking it in 
water for as much as four days. The malt-
ing process continues with the barley 
spread on the floor of the malting house. 
It is warmed with a fire from below, and 
the amount of peat added to the fire and 
allowed to permeate the barley imparts 
the “peaty” or “smoky” flavor of some 
Scotch whiskies. The barley is turned 
regularly during malting to keep it from 
getting too hot and to allow the starch in 
the grain to turn to sugar.

Following that process comes rough 
grinding, when the barley, now called 
green malt, is placed in a cylindrical vat 
called a mash tun. The mashing process 
calls for water to be added in three stag-
es, starting at around 1�0 F and rising 
to almost boiling. The resulting liquid, 

called wort, is a hot, sweet, nonalcoholic 
mixture, and the spent barley (called 
the draff) is removed and processed into 
cattle feed. A consistent source of good-
quality soft water for use in mashing is 
considered critical to the quality and 
flavor of the final product, and adjoining 
distilleries using similar processes with 
different sources of water will produce 
whisky with quite different flavors.

The wort is now ready for ferment-
ing. It is cooled to around 6� F and 
placed in wooden or metal vats called 
washbacks where yeast is added and fer-
mentation begins. Two days of ferment-
ing yields a wash that is similar to beer 
in that the alcohol content is around � 
percent. 

The final active function in the 
Scotch-making process is distillation. 
This two-step process first separates the 

Appreciating Scotch Whisky

The 29 stills at the Glenfiddich Distillery
produce the number one selling single malt 
whisky in the world.

By Rick Briscoe
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of various breeds, limitless ocean views, 
an opportunity to see fuel peatbricks 
drying, and experience a car-ferry ride 
to cut travel time for our trip back to the 
mainland.

Caught on a Friday’s summer 
evening when rooms had been nearly 
completely booked, a friendly couple in 
Crianlarich took pity on us and offered 
the “family room,” intended for a couple 
and a child or two. This pleasant B&B 
called Glenardran Guest House, just 

alcohol from the water, sugar and pot 
ale (solids used for animal feed). The 
resulting product, low wine, is then put 
through the spirit still. Critical to this 
process is recycling the more volatile 
compounds that evaporate first and the 
oiliest compounds at the end of each 
run to get just the right taste and alcohol 
content — now about 6� percent.

At this point water is added to 
reduce the alcohol content to 63.� per-
cent, and the resulting liquid is placed 
in wooden casks to mature. By Scot-
tish law, all whisky must mature for a 
minimum of three years and be at least 
40 percent alcohol. Those casks destined 
to be bottled as single malt whisky are 

The Glenlivet Distillery was built in 1858 in 
the peaceful Speyside region of Scotland near 
the Hills of Cromdale, about halfway between 
Inverness and Aberdeen.

(continued on page 22)
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feet off the roadway on which we were 
traveling, had been purchased three 
years ago and recently renovated by a 
�0-something couple, Wendy and Philip 
Hines. As could be now expected, we 
were served a delicious full Scottish 
breakfast on fine china before we headed 
south to the Lakes District of northern 
England via the richly written-about 
Loch Lomond.

While it was enchanting to tour the 
steep yet rolling hillsides, many lakes, 
and notable villages of the Lakes  
District, (one famous for William Word-
sworth’s Dove Cottage), the most distinc-
tive aspect of that area was witnessing 
the maze of gorgeous stone or slate walls 
and fences everywhere, even winding up 
through the steep hillside pastureland. 
We ascended one of those via a narrow, 
twisting road and arrived at a green-slate 
mining operation while experiencing a 
breathtaking view and new insight into 

the celebrated building material that 
distinguishes the local architecture. 

Our accommodations were at 
Leathes Cottage just outside of Keswick, 
having finally discovered the ease of 
putting a roof over our heads through 
tourist information centers in town. We 
didn’t mind paying the small booking 

fee up front in town, and as was usual, 
we handed over cash (seldom could we 
charge) to the proprietor at the end of 
our visit. Undoubtedly the most distinc-
tive (and formal) of all of our accommo-
dations, its dollhouse, shuttered, green-
slate exterior sat only a few feet from the 
narrow roadway in the front. The sheep’s 

British Isles

Crianlarich, Scotland, may not be a place you will want to spend a lot of time, but if you need accom-
modations on a busy, summer Friday night when you are heading south from the Isle of Skye, this bed 
and breakfast, named Glenardran House, is perfect. 
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Check out central-city.net for 
a list of restaurants that offer a 
special discount when you bring in 
your ticket stub.

pasture across the road was walled off 
by a slate barrier that had been partially 
knocked down by a car just that morn-
ing. English gardens in the rear abutted 
a shed, which we were told was once the 
smithie’s cottage.

The owners, Sue and David Ryan, had 

owned the place for 2 1/2 years and said 
the oldest of the three parts of the house 
dated back 1�0 years, and was originally 
a farm-worker’s cottage. It was where we 
ate our “full English breakfast,” which re-
sembled the Scottish breakfast but for the 
black pudding, potato scones and toma-

toes.  This breakfast had, instead, whole, 
baked mushrooms that set it apart.

With stomachs full and a late start 
again, we headed to northern Wales 
where we found, using the i system, 
our next accommodations. Wales, we 
noticed, was, due to a weaker economy, 
less well kept than Scotland and Eng-
land, so we were not surprised that our 
accommodations in a mansion-sized 
guesthouse called Bryn Derwen, which 
sat atop a hill in Conwy, had a bit of 
a “Munsters” atmosphere, as it was 
over-stuffed with statuary and heavy 
furniture, with well-worn rooms and 
undependable hot water, not to mention 
a slightly overcooked “full Welsh break-
fast” served in an antlered dining area 
with medieval-type furniture.

nonetheless, it was clean and 
overall suitable, and the hostess was 
friendly. Plus, it afforded us the perfect 
base to satellite out into the area, 

The northern Lakes District near Keswick, England, is a no-miss area when heading south from
Scotland to northern Wales. A stay in Sue Ryan’s Leathes Cottage was well worth the $100 it cost us.  
Made of the region’s green slate and almost 200 years old, it provided a pastoral view of the nearby 
sheep-dotted fields and hills. Two satisfied guests (right) pose for a photo.
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visiting sights like Conwy Castle, King 
Edward’s largest of 1�, which includes 
a still-intact city wall with 22 towers. 
Driving through the countryside, the 
stone walls of England often gave way 
to hedge rows eight-to-10-feet high at 
times, which blocked any hope of view-
ing scenery or noting an on-coming 
car at a four corners. Had the weather 
been better, we would have visited the 
famous Snowdonia national Park, but 
instead we toured Trefriw Woollen 
Mills and the LLechwedd Slate Caverns. 
As we descended hundreds of feet below 
ground, we learned from our seasoned 
tour guide and former miner that tour-
ism had been down and the economy 
was hurting. We also learned that from 
the slate beds of superb Ordovician 
blue-grey slate near the village of Blae-
nau Ffestiniog, the Welsch have been 
providing much of the roofing slate for 
“Merry Ole England” for generations, at 
the expense, historically, of harsh work-
ing conditions and low wages.

Luckily, we picked just the right 
window of opportunity to escape 
the drizzly weather with which 

we were plagued in Wales, and we left 
our rental car at the westernmost Welsch 
port of Holyhead to beat the storm that 
was churning up the Irish Sea. The only 
ferry allowed to cross that day, we took 
the �:�� a.m. Stena Line, a luxurious 
fast trip that put us in at Dun Laoghaire, 
Ireland, just south of Dublin, in under 
two hours — and we were ready for the 
Emerald Isle.

Having rented a second car whose 
hubcap, we realized too late, was at-
tached by plastic cable ties, we discov-
ered the friendly, helpful Irish over and 
over, kindly warning us of our dangling 
wheel cover for several hundred miles 
until, finally, the hubcap broke loose and 
rolled away.

We looped the lower half of Ireland 
in five days and saw more gorgeous scen-
ery and historic ruins than anyone who 
hasn’t been there could only imagine. 
We ventured off the beaten path when 

feasible, especially enjoying the eerily 
barren Wicklow Mountains in the rain, 
just south of Dublin, and further south, 
east of Waterford, the historic lighthouse 
at Hook Head on Hood Peninsula, and 
the small car ferry we used at Ballyhack 
to get us to the crystal factory more 
quickly. 

While the tour of the Waterford 
Crystal factory was interesting, it was 
too commercialized for our tastes. In 
fact, an observation we made about Ire-
land in general was that its economy is 
currently so heated up that urban sprawl 
is taking over, with new, upscale homes, 
complete with impressive stone gates, 
springing up everywhere. We’re glad we 
didn’t postpone our trip to Ireland any 
longer and risk missing altogether its 
traditional charm.

We enjoyed Cobh, further to 
the west and just south of 
Cork, and we were comfort-

able in a B&B there that, like all the 
others in which we stayed, had rooms en 
suite (with bathroom) — and complete 
with a full Irish breakfast. Located in 
the university neighborhood of Cork, 
Barry and Goretti Guilfoyle claimed the 
real boss of their B&B called Maria Ville 
House was their �-year-old daughter, 
Molly, whose bedroom was right next 
door to ours. Unlike all the other accom-
modations, here we were able to use our 

charge cards — and we enjoyed a lovely 
evening with an Australian couple who 
also stayed in the house. We also learned 
from our host that not all B&B propri-
etors are happy with the substantial cut 
the tourist bureau takes from them for 
booking their rooms.

Throughout Ireland we found the 
roadways to be narrow but good, even 
when traveling in the extreme southwest 
around the rural Ring of Kerry and the 
more remote Skellig Ring at its tip, and 
in the nearby Dingle Peninsula further 
west. The greatest danger was when the 
driver might take too many long glances 
at the breathtaking, mountainous scen-
ery or stunning ocean views. 

The Oakley House in Tralee, County 
Kerry, was waiting for us at the end of so 
much eye-tiring beauty, thanks again to 
a stop at the tourist information center 
earlier that day in Dingle. It was a spa-
cious guesthouse with old-world charm, 
owned by a sixtyish couple, Michael and 
Philomeana Bennis.

The king of all accommodations, 
however, came when we headed north, 
crossing the Shannon River by car ferry 
to get to the breathtaking Cliffs of Moher 
along the midwest coast. We had previ-
ously that day booked a place just east of 
there, and the B&B turned out to be pure 
upscale comfort. Another surprise was 
that it was right down the road from the 
yeats Centre, where that famous author 

British Isles

Augill House was so modern and upscale that it changed our entire image of the rural midwestern Gort 
area of Ireland. This home was owned by Mark and Tricia Handy, who moved to the Irish countryside to 
be near grandchildren. www.cometosouthgalway.com
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spent many a summer with a lady friend.
Situated near Gort, Mark and Tricia 

Handy, who owned the brand-new home 
they named Augill House, were actu-
ally English and moved there to be near 
grandchildren in Galway just north of 
them. Mr. Handy told us that the work-
ing man’s town of Gort was nothing to 
rave about, but that it was interesting to 
learn that its population was 2� percent 
Brazilian due to an odd turnabout for 
Ireland — a worker shortage and the 
country in need of immigrants to fill 
positions in the homebuilding industry, 
among others. Considering that Ireland’s 
history is full of the tragedies of the Irish 
fleeing Ireland for jobs, it seemed a bit 
odd to us.

The Handy’s were great conver-
sationalists and knew the meaning of 
elegant entertaining. Every detail was 
attractively appointed, and the jellyroll 
and cookies served in their front room 
(with a large-screen television) upon our 
arrival didn’t hurt any, either.

Most memorable, though, was the 
parade of cows that held us up in their 
driveway as we ventured into town for 
dinner that night. The dairy farmer was 
bringing them home from the pasture 
and joked with us that he was providing 
free entertainment. 

The next morning before leaving, 
the couple served an upscale break-
fast on contemporary place settings. It 
included smoked salmon from the seas 
near that part of Ireland.

Our final morning on the road was 
spent traveling across the country to 
Dublin, where we used up a splendid 
afternoon touring, eating at Gallaghers 
Boxty House, and visiting a pub or two 
before heading to our airport hotel.

The friendliness of the people 
throughout the British Isles had pro-
vided us with a memorable trip, and we 
were grateful the drive ended with a 
perfect safety record. We were, however, 
surprised at our reactions to seeing Ron-
ald McDonald in costume at the airport. 
now thinking of home, he was, by then, 
the friendliest face of all. 
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Scotch Whisky
(continued from page 17)

generally left for 10–1� years or longer. 
new barrels are not used because it is 
believed they have nothing to add to the 
newly distilled spirit. Casks that previ-
ously stored sherry or bourbon are the 
most common vessels for maturing the 
whisky. As the whisky ages, some of the 
alcohol turns into complex compounds 
that enhance its distinctive character-
istics. About 2 percent of the whisky 
evaporates through the wood each year, 
so those whiskies left in the barrel for a 
greater number of years quickly become 
much more expensive.

When the maturation process is 
complete the malt whisky is either 
bottled directly — single malt whis-
ky — or mixed with other malt whiskies 
and grain whiskies to become one of 
the many fine blended Scotch whiskies. 
Some of these blends use as many as 
40 different whiskies and are blended 
entirely by smell, never by tasting. While 
single malts are increasing in popularity, 
blended whisky still accounts for more 
than �0 percent of all the Scotch whisky 
enjoyed throughout the world. 

Much of what actually causes differ-
ent Scotch whiskies to have diverse char-
acteristics isn’t totally understood. The 
amount of peat in the malting process, 
different water sources, and the shape 
of the still all combine to create distinc-
tive nose and palate in the whiskies 

The Tormore Distillery was built in 1958 
— the first new distillery built in Scotland in 
the 20th century.
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that come from the various regions of 
Scotland. Weather is also thought to play 
a part in defining the whisky.

The palest and lightest-bodied 
whiskies come from the Lowlands (the 
southern most part of the country) and 
are often drunk as aperitifs. Highland 
malts tend to be fuller and richer, with 
the most complex and fragrant whiskies 
coming from the north. There is also a 
differentiation in the amount of peaty 
flavor, which increases as the geogra-
phy becomes more westerly. The most 
prolific region is Speyside — an area in 
northwestern Scotland around where 
the Spey River empties into the north 
Sea. Over half the operating malt whisky 
distilleries are in this area, where the 
whiskies range from light to full-bodied 
but generally have a slightly more fruity 
taste. And, finally, the region of Islay is 
where the peat actually taints the water 
and, consequently, the whiskies have the 
strongest taste and smell.

It is often said that enjoying Scotch 
whisky is an acquired taste and that is 
certainly true due to so many varieties 
coming from the hundred or so operat-
ing Scottish distilleries.

But there is one thing for cer-
tain — Scotch whisky stops maturing 
once it is bottled. So, unlike wine, a fine 
bottle of Scotch whisky can be kept and 
enjoyed for many years to come. 

Uncommuting

I drive on the battleship-grey
veins of America 
past fields of unreaped 
hay and chartreuse patches 
of unidentifiable vegetables, 
past the dried, brown blood of dead
deer, and raccoons, and badgers.  
The anatomy of insects can be studied 
as they smash into the windshield. See? 
There is the thorax, the exoskeleton.
The same songs, the same commercials
spew from the speakers. 
We elect this drudgery —
the stiff, black shoes, the gloom
of cubicles (in infectious disease 
spread to offices everywhere). 

Before I open the car door
in the parking spot 
nearly branded with my tire treads,
I hesitate. I want to shift
into reverse — rewind —
and speed backwards
toward home. The engine
tremulous with excitement,
headlights facing east
but getting pulled west
by my black stallion on steroids.
At home, I run back through the front door. 
Cheerios are chewed back together and spit
out of my mouth. My tailored suit 
unbuttons and races off my arms that whip
around as the jacket untangles itself 
from me and is hung back on its hanger.
The razor uncuts my legs, blood 
sucks back in me, and the wound seals shut, 
then my brush starts at the tips of my hair 
and tangles strands as it moves up.
I stand at my bed, 
untuck each side of sheets 
from the mattress 
and fall back in.

Jorri Heil is a senior at Grand Valley State University, majoring in public relations and writing. 
Inspiration for her poetry comes from her life and the world around her. 
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2006 Japan Odyssey
’D BEEn In JAPAn for approxi-
mately two hours when it hit me 
that I might be in a bit over my 

head. I was standing alone in the 
Kyoto train station with my luggage and 
a ticket to Hikone, where I was headed 
for my study abroad at the Japan Center 
for Michigan Universities (JCMU), star-
ing at the train schedule. 

Through a jet-lagged haze, I exam-
ined the timetables and platform lists, 
which contained any number of very 
helpful figures that were, to me, com-
pletely unintelligible. nearly an hour 
and several very helpful but confused 
Japanese travelers later, I was on my way, 
feeling exhausted but quite triumphant. 
I had overcome my first great challenge 
and, after a good night’s sleep, would be 
more than ready to face my first full day 
in Japan.

Settling into the Japanese-style 
dorm room with Meghan Hall, my new 
roommate from Kalamazoo College, 
meant more than just learning how to 
turn on the hot water (the digital control 
panel on the wall), throw away our 
garbage (sorted into burnables, plastics, 
glass, and metals), and find milk in 
the grocery store (the carton with the 
symbol for “cow” near the top). It meant 
attempting to fit into an entirely new cul-
ture so different from our own that we 
were often at a total loss as to what to do 
or how to act. We wondered: “Should we 
tip the taxi driver? Why didn’t anyone 
take credit cards? How do you eat soup 
with chopsticks?” 

The thing that baffled us the most, 
though, was the Japanese use of slippers. 
Students at JCMU found out very quickly 
that slippers were a necessity, and those 
with large feet were either incredibly 
glad they’d packed theirs, or incredibly 
uncomfortable for the duration of their 
stay. The Japanese idea when it comes to 
places such as homes, temples, and many 
museums or universities (ours included) 
is that there is a distinct separation 
between the outside and the inside, and 
shoes must be removed to preserve that 
separation. Upon entering a building, 

During Lindsay’s last day in Japan at Studio Yumekoubou, a very blond Lindsay Baker is transformed 
into a striking, dark-haired geisha.  Japanese women, young and old, enjoy these dress-up occasions, 
a bit like the western photography dress-up opportunities at entertainment venues in the United 
States, except more expensive. Lindsay was able to select her costume (with choices somewhat 
limited due to her height), and then the wig and makup were applied accordingly.

By Lindsay Baker
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shoes are taken off and slid into one of 
the cubbies near the entrance, and slip-
pers or “indoor shoes” are donned. 

 Students who participated in home-
stays with Japanese families told stories 
of different pairs of slippers for differ-
ent rooms, such as bathroom slippers, 
kitchen slippers, bedroom slippers, and 
livingroom slippers, that had the rest 
of us shaking our heads and wondering 
what the world had come to. Interest-
ingly enough, I’ve talked to more than 
one person who’s admitted to wearing 
slippers around the house in America 
now, and I admit that I feel rather naked 
with bare feet.

Transportation was another issue, as 
getting around was 
both more com-
plex and simpler 
than in America. 
Sidewalks tend 
to be very wide 
in Japan, which 
is convenient for 
the many people 
who bike. We were 
quite startled when 
we arrived to see 
everyone, from 
small children to 
wizened great-
grandmothers, 
biking down the 
street. 

From this, an 
entire culture of 
bikeriding seems 
to have developed. 
Many of the wom-
en wore special 
gloves to protect 
their exposed hands from the sun, 
junior-high schoolers wore helmets to 
match their school uniforms, and nearly 
everyone had somehow acquired the 
remarkable ability to hold an umbrella 
while riding in the rain. Riding a bicycle 
also had the added advantage of giving 
one the ability to park directly in front of 
stores or stations without being forced to 
pay huge sums for parking as one would 

with a car. 
Though it might be necessary to 

switch trains or busses several times 
during a trip, public transportation in 
Japan is incredibly convenient, although, 
as with most things in Japan, not cheap. 
Our ride to Kyoto took about 4� minutes 
and cost approximately $20 round-trip. 
As this was relatively inexpensive in 
comparison with other trips, we made 
the trip to the ancient capital city a num-
ber of times. One of the most historically 
significant cities in all of Japan, Kyoto 
always had something new and interest-
ing to offer sightseers. 

We visited nijo Castle, a 400-year-
old complex of buildings with “nightin-

gale floors” that made delicate chirping 
noises when walked upon in order to 
warn of intruders. Although we visited 
in the wrong season to see the cherry 
trees blossom along the Philosopher’s 
Path, we did see Kiyomizudera Temple, 
the old site of many shinju, or double 
love suicides. Another favorite of ours 
was Kinkakuji, also known as the 
Golden Pavilion, a rebuilt version of a 

temple erected in 13�� that was burned 
to the ground by a man driven mad by 
its beauty. 

Osaka, though further away, was 
another favorite travel destina-
tion of ours. In contrast with 

Kyoto’s traditional appeal, Osaka offers 
more of the modernity for which Japan is 
now so famous. The place in Osaka that 
we visited most frequently was Denden 
Town, the “electric” district. Here, you 
can find any sort of electronic device you 
could ever need, as well as numerous 
Japanese animation and manga shops. 

Manga, or Japanese comic books, 
are incredibly popular for all ages of chil-

dren and adults and 
available alongside 
magazines at every 
convenience and 
grocery store in the 
country. For more 
unusual or specialty 
books, though, it is 
necessary to visit 
a larger store, such 
as Osaka’s three-
story Mandarake. 
One example of 
rarer books is the 
unofficial, fan-made 
“doujinshi,” our 
personal favorite 
being the Japa-
nese-style Harry 
Potter comics. We 
giggled alongside 
the Japanese shop-
pers at Harry and 
friends’ big and glit-
tery eyes, chubby 

cheeks, and cute, powder-puff, magical 
owls.

Japan is a country obsessed with 
cuteness. Hello Kitty is everywhere, from 
clothing and lip-gloss to chopsticks and 
toasters, even appearing on traditional 
Buddhist good-luck charms. Japanese 
high school girls wear their hair in 
pigtails and carry purses that look like 
stuffed animals, and sometimes even 

Lindsay Baker assists classmates who took classes in the Japanese puppetry art form called 
Bunraku, which requires three people to control each puppet. Professionals in the field must study 
as long as 10 years to learn performance techniques.
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lindsay Baker

the most serious businesspeople hang 
charms from their cell phones. Though 
many Japanese are leery of foreigners, 
as so few live in Japan, my curly, blonde 
hair, which singled me out as the subject 
of many stares and suspicious glances, 
evidently passed the cuteness test, and 
one young Japanese mother actually 
asked to touch it. 

Of course, the Japanese flair for 
elegance is as profound as their love for 
cuteness. One major place where cute 
gives way to elegant is with kimono. 
Though men now generally stick to 
wearing suits, traditional Japanese 
kimono are still seen as proper formal-
wear for women of all ages. Kimono can 
easily cost hundreds, even thousands of 

dollars, as we learned at a kimono exhi-
bition one weekend in Kyoto. The most 
expensive kimono are wedding kimono 
and furisode, kimono worn for a girl’s 
coming of age. 

Furisode, with colorful patterns 
and long, flowing sleeves, are particu-
larly elegant.  At the age of 20, a Japa-
nese person becomes a legal adult, and 
for a young woman, this traditionally 
meant that she was of age and available 
for marriage. The furisode was origi-
nally worn from the time a girl came of 
age until she was married, in order to 
show her availability, and its costly and 
eye-catching nature demonstrated her 
family’s wealth. Unless you’re fortunate 
enough to be invited to attend a Japa-

A young Japanese woman shops for her coming-of-age attire at a kimono exhibition in Osaka. She 
graciously poses for the photo to exhibit the fine workmanship and detail of this type of traditional silk 
dress called a “furisode.”
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nese wedding, a woman in a furisode 
would most likely be the most dressed-
up you would see. However, if you visit 
Kyoto’s Gion district and are particu-
larly lucky, you might catch a glimpse 
of a geisha. 

Geisha, often categorized by West-
erners as prostitutes but in reality skilled 
and artful entertainers, still live and 
operate in Kyoto, but as they rarely leave 
their quarters, it’s very difficult to meet 
one. From a bus window, I managed 
to see a pair of them running carefully 
down a busy sidewalk one night in their 
high wooden shoes, but this was as close 
as I got. 

Luckily for my roommate, her twin 
sister Elizabeth, and me, we found Stu-
dio yumekoubou, a photography studio 
where clients are made up to look like 
geisha. We made a trip to Kyoto to visit 
on my last full day in Japan, and after 
a half-hour of face painting, kimono 
wrapping, and wig donning, we stepped 
into the photographer’s room. With all 
the layers of kimono and belts around 
my waist, stiff zori sandals on my feet, 
and heavy wig on my head, posing was 
difficult, and sitting nearly impossible. 
Considering that actual geisha wear even 
heavier and more elaborate costumes for 
hours on end, I gained a new respect for 
them that day — and took home some 
lovely pictures.

When my trip to Japan was over 
and it was time to put away my slip-
pers, bicycle helmet, and chopsticks, it 

Japanese-style Harry Potter comic books are 
popular with Japan’s young people.
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was with great reluctance that I packed 
and headed home. I’d made some great 
new friends, eaten foods I’ll probably 
never be able to identify, learned many 
new things, and had an experience that 
would give me an entirely different 

perspective on life. And as I headed to 
the train station by Shinkansen bullet 
train, I found that I’d accomplished what 
was possibly my greatest victory: I could 
read the train schedule with no problem 
at all. 

lindsay Baker

Lindsay Baker is a graduate of 
Mattawan High School and Western 
Michigan University, with a degree in 
Latin, French, and History Educa-
tion.  She taught Latin and French 
at Lake Forest High School in Lake 
Forest, Ill., for two years before 
returning to WMU to study Japanese.  
She has had a fascination for other 
cultures, languages, and ideas since 
a young age and believes strongly in 
the importance of broadening one’s 
mind through study and travel. 

 Lindsay’s first experience with 
foreign travel was in Lyon, France, 
where she studied French lan-
guage and culture at the Université 
Catholique through WMU.  In sub-
sequent trips she has taken tours of 
France and Italy, as well as volunteer-
ing at archaeological digs in Rome, 
each of which has been a new and 
fascinating experience. 

 This past fall she attended the Ja-
pan Center for Michigan Universities 
in Hikone, Shiga, Japan, studying Jap-
anese language and religion.  JCMU 
is a program open to all university 
students regardless of major or foreign 
language experience, made possible 
by the Michigan-Shiga sister-state 
relationship.  The experience of living 
abroad and functioning in an environ-
ment so different from anywhere in 
the Western world was truly an eye-
opening one for Lindsay, particularly 
in regards to her exposure to popular 
and youth culture in a society with 
such rich traditions, yet so driven by 
technology and progress.

 Lindsay is currently working 
on an online translation project of a 
1��0s Japanese shojo manga (girls’ 
comic) in her free time and plans to 
seek her master’s degree in the near 
future. 

A Traveler’s 
Tale

In Denden Town, the “electric” district in Osaka, electronics, Japanese animation, and manga (comic 
books) are everywhere. It is a popular area for the young.
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eACH SPrING AND eArly SuMMer in 
Southwest Michigan, we are blessed 
with a culinary treasure — fresh local 
asparagus. It is one of my favorite local 
bounties, right up there with blueber-
ries, sweet corn and apples.

Asparagus is a member of the lily 
family. Its cultivation has been traced 

back to the Ro-
mans in the 1st 
century A.D. 
Spears grow 
out of a tubular 
root system 
called a crown. 
The crowns 
are buried in 
trenches about 
one foot deep. 
After plant-
ing, a crown 
requires three 
years before it 
can be harvest-
ed. A healthy 
crown can 
produce qual-

ity crops for 1� or more years. Another 
surprising fact about asparagus is that 
in the right growing conditions it can 

grow 10 inches in 24 hours. 
Michigan is the third largest pro-

ducer of asparagus in the United States, 
behind California and Washington. Of 
the 2� million pounds harvested here 
each year, surprisingly, only about 1� 
percent is sold fresh at roadside stands 
and markets. About �� percent of the 
crop is sold to processors to freeze and 
can.

American asparagus lovers have 
become spoiled in recent years with 
year-round availability of some pretty 
nice asparagus at reasonable prices. 
This product is generally shipped in 
from Mexico, Peru and Colombia. Of 
course, it is not as tender or flavorful as 
the fresh, local product. 

Did you know that asparagus has 
played a part in the “War on Drugs”? It’s 
true: The growth in imported asparagus 
is a side effect of the U.S. government’s 
“War on Drugs”; we are allowing the 
import of asparagus from some South 
American countries duty free. The tariff 
was lifted in an effort to discourage 
their farmers from growing the coca 
plant, from which cocaine is derived, 
and, instead, plant asparagus. 

This policy is widely thought to be 

ineffective by U.S. farmers because the 
coca is grown in mountain terrain and 
asparagus is not. Also, it appears that 
cocaine imports from South America 
have not slowed. In addition to provid-
ing the U.S. market with good aspara-
gus year round, another unintended 
consequence of this policy has been the 
loss of jobs in the asparagus industry. 
Processing plants have been moved to 
South America to take advantage of a 
bountiful supply and favorable labor 
market, and this has caused lower 
prices for asparagus — good for the 
consumer, but tough on farmers and 
food-processing employees.

When it comes to tasty food, I pre-
fer to put politics aside and just enjoy 
the gastronomic opportunities that are 
made possible by the global economy. 
On many levels, it makes sense to 
simply enjoy food sourced from all over 
the world. Economic factors and varied 
climates allow us to have so much to 
enjoy throughout the year. But when it 
comes to quality, I enjoy the taste and 
satisfaction of supporting producers of 
fresh local food. And, if you’re like me, 
it won’t be long until you get Michigan 
asparagus fever. 

Think Spring and Fresh Michigan Asparagus
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AlTHouGH THe CouNTDoWN for filing 
your taxes is in full swing, keep in mind 
that this time of year presents the oppor-
tunity to make your annual IRA contribu-
tion. Choosing an IRA strategy is one of 
the most important decisions you will 
make for your financial future. 

Features Common to Both  

Traditional and Roth IRAs

• your IRA investments have the 
opportunity to grow without incurring 
current taxes. This tax benefit, called tax 
deferral, and the potential to compound 
earnings provide an advantage not avail-
able with many other investment vehicles.

• Individuals or married couples must 
have earned income (i.e., wages, tips, sala-
ries, bonuses or taxable alimony) in order 
to contribute. Earned income is typically re-
ported through a Form W-2 or Schedule C.

• Annual contributions must be in 
the form of cash (check or money order). 
Property, including securities, cannot be 
deposited as annual contributions.

• Individual annual contributions are 
limited to a maximum amount per person 
per tax year. This amount can be put into 
either type of IRA or divided between the 
two. The annual contribution for indi-

viduals age 4� or below is $4,000 through 
200�, and increases to $�,000 in 200� 
and after. Individuals aged �0 and above 
can also make “catch up” contributions of 
$1,000 annually for a total contribution of 
$�,000 through 200�, rising to $6,000 in 
200� and after.

• When filing a joint tax return, a 
married individual can contribute to an 
IRA for a nonworking spouse even though 
the nonworking spouse has no earned 
income. Contributions are limited to the 
same annual per-person limits or 100 
percent of the working spouse’s earned 
income, whichever is less. 

Comparing Traditional and  

Roth IRA Features

The three key features to compare when 
deciding on a Traditional IRA or Roth 
IRA are contributions, deductibility and 
distributions.

Contributions. An individual can-
not make a contribution for the tax year 
in which they reach age �0 ½ (or for 
subsequent years). Also, there are no in-
come limitations with a Traditional IRA. 
Conversely, contributions in a Roth IRA 
are phased out when modified adjusted 
gross income reaches certain levels, and it 

is dependent on your tax filing status. 
Deductibility. Contributions to a Roth 

IRA are not tax-deductible. The deductibil-
ity for a Traditional IRA is complicated. In 
short, full or partial deductibility for single 
tax filers and married couples filing jointly 
is an option, whereas married couples filing 
separately cannot take a full deduction. 
For specific deductibility, consult your tax 
advisor.

Distribu-

tions. Money 
withdrawn from a 
Traditional IRA is 
generally taxed as 
ordinary income. 
Distributions of 
earnings from a 
Roth IRA avoid 
ordinary income 
tax after a five-year 
holding period 
and under special 
circumstances. 
An added feature 
with a Roth IRA 
is that annual 
contributions can always be withdrawn 
at any time without tax or penalty. Early 

roth or Traditional irA?

Eric C. Tiller, A.G. Edwards
Financial Consultant
Accredited Asset Management Specialist

(continued on page 61)
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Moonlight & Magnolias” — This “rip-
roaring farce” by Ron Hutchinson is a por-
trait of legendary movie producer David 
O. Selznick and his collaborators. new Vic 
Theatre, 134 E. Vine St. April 13 & 14, 20 
& 21, �:30 p.m. 3�1-332�.
“Masterclass” — This tour de force fo-
cuses on the life of Maria Callas when she 
was lured out of semi-retirement to teach 
a series of master classes at new york’s 
famed Julliard School of Music. Parish 
Theatre, 426 S. Park St. April 13 & 14, 
� p.m.; April 1�, 2 p.m. 343-1313.
“Doctor Faustus” — Trading his soul for 
daily pleasures, Faustus spirals into a hell 
of his own making. Performance adapts 
the latest in digital media technology to 
make the brimstone burn! The University 
Theatre, WMU. April 13 & 14, 1�–21, 
� p.m. April 22, 2 p.m. 3��-6222.
“The Women” — A gleefully malicious 
comedy offers a look at the catty world of 
Park Avenue society. Civic Audit,, 32� S. 

Park St. April 13 & 14, 
1�–21, 26–2�, � p.m.; 
April 1� & 22, 2 p.m. 
343-1313.
“Harvey” —  A Senior 
Class Reader’s Theatre 
classic comedy perfor-
mance. Carver Center, 
426 S. Park St. May 4–6, 
� p.m. 343-1313.

Musicals & 
Opera

“Chaps” — Guitars and banjos meet 
Picadilly in this new British musical. Hear 
western classics as never before and enjoy 
this jolly good, rip snortin’ musical com-
edy. new Vic Theatre, 134 E. Vine St. May 
4 & �, 11 & 12, 1� & 1�, 2� & 26, June 1 
& 2, � & �, 1� & 16; �:30 p.m. 3�1-332�.  
“My Favorite Year” — It was 1��4 and 
television spectaculars were presented 
live. Benjy Stone was a wet-behind-the ears 

sketch writer on TV’s hottest show, “The 
King Kaiser Comedy Cavalade.” Don’t miss 
this musical comedy! Civic Auditorium, 
32� S. Park St. May 1� & 1�, 24–26, 31; 
June 1 & 2, � p.m.; May 20 & 2�, June 3, 
2 p.m. 343-1313.  

Dance

WMU Dance Programs — Solo dance per-
formances by juniors in the B.F.A. dance 
major program at WMU. April 13, 12 p.m. 
Presentations of dances choreographed by 
graduating WMU dance majors. April 14 & 
1�, time TBA. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 3��-��30.
Wellspring & Opus 21 in Concert 
— Wellspring closes the season with a col-
laborative concert with Opus 21, recipient 
of the 200�–06 first prize for Adventurous 
Programming. May 1�–1�, � p.m.; May 20, 
2 p.m. Wellspring Theater, Epic Center, 
3�� South Kalamazoo Mall. 342-43�4.

Symphony

Concerto Concert — This WMU Univer-
sity Symphony Orchestra program features 
student soloists selected from the February 
concerto competition. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. April 1�, 3 p.m. 3��-466�.
Cirque de Symphony for Kids — The 
Aerial Angels bring their beauty and 
acrobatic skill to the stage. This Family 
Discovery Series KSO performance begins 
with the Instrument Petting Zoo at 2 p.m.; 
concert, 3 p.m. Chenery Auditorium, �14 S. 
Westnedge. April 22. 3��-2300.
Symphonic Series — The KSO presents 
“Faust,” featuring the Kalamazoo Singers. 
Evening begins with Maestro Harvey’s Pre-
lude pre-concert talk at � p.m. Miller Audi-
torium, WMU. May �, � p.m. 34�-����.
Symphony Serenades — Enjoy a special 
Mother’s Day KSO symphony serenade. The 
Union Cabaret & Grille, 12� S. Kalamazoo 
Mall. Call for details. May 13. 34�-����. 
Side By Side With Stulberg — Featuring 
the 2006 Stulberg Gold Medal winner, the 
Kalamazoo Symphony and the Kalamazoo 
Junior Symphony Orchestras. Miller Audi-
torium, WMU. May 20, � p.m. 343-2��6.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

“Spring Evening” — An intimate evening 
with KSO’s Burdick-Thorne String Quartet, 
featuring Bach’s “Brandenburg Concerto 
no. 4.” Epic Theatre, 3�� S. Kalamazoo 
Mall. April 13 & 14, � p.m. 34�-����.
“In Honor of the Rugged Individualist” 
— Kalamazoo Concert Band, with guest 
artist Joel Mabus. Chenery Audit., �14 S. 
Westnedge. Apr. 14, �:30 p.m. �06-6���. 
Music Therapy Clinic Concert — WMU 
clinic clients perform music learned the 
past year. Dalton Center Multimedia 
Room, WMU. April 16, � p.m. 3��-46��.
University Trombone Choir — WMU’s 
“choir of trombones.” Dalton Center Recit-
al Hall, WMU. Apr. 1�, �:1� p.m. 3��-466�.
Ying Quartet  — Fontana Chamber Arts 
presents the ying Quartet with percussion-
ist Satoshi Takeishi and composer/saxo-
phonist Patrick Zimmerli, uniting jazz 
and classical. Dalton Center Recital  Hall, 
WMU. Apr. 20, � p.m. 3�2-���4.
New Sounds Festival — Enjoy an evening 
of music composed during the past year 
by WMU students. Dalton Center Recital 
Hall, WMU. April 21, �:1� p.m. 3��-466�.
Gilmore Community Concert — Pianist  
Ingrid Filter, 2006 Gilmore Artist, 
performs music by Beethoven, Schubert 
and Chopin. Chenery Auditorium, �14 S. 
Westnedge. April 2�, � p.m. 342-1166.
Baroque Masterworks — Explore the 
height and breadth of Baroque music, 
featuring the music of Bach, Dietrich 
Buxtehude, George Frederick  Handel and 
Telemann. First Congregational Church, 
12� S. Park St. April 2�, � p.m. 3��-2300.
The Gilmore Rising Stars Recital Series 
— German pianist Martin Stadtfeld plays 
two Bach partitas and Schubert’s “Sonata 
in B-Flat Major, D. �60.” Wellspring The-
ater, Epic Center, 3�� South Kalamazoo 
Mall. May 13, � p.m. 342-1166.

Vocal

University Chorale — WMU’s choral 
group. Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
April 13, �:1� p.m. 3��-466�.

If one is lucky, a 
solitary fantasy 

can totally trans-
form one million 

realities.

Maya
Angelou
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Cantus Femina and Collegiate Singers — 
WMU vocal groups present this evening 
performance. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. April 14, �:1� p.m. 3��-466�.

Miscellaneous

Cirque Dreams Jungle Fantasy — Grace-
ful aerialists, contortionists, strongmen 
and balancers bring this jungle dream to 
life. Miller Auditorium, WMU. April 13, 
�:30 p.m. 3��-2311.
All Ears Theater — Radio is back through 
these free, live productions at First Baptist 
Church, 31� W. Michigan, 6:00 p.m. “Rum-
plestiltskin, Apr. 21, and “Two Weeks in 
August, May �. 342-�0��.

Visual Arts
WMU Richmond Center
for Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455:

Thesis Exhibitions — Andrew Mcnair 
and Patrick Trimbath, Apr. 16–20. Recep-
tion: Friday, Apr. 20, �–� p.m. David 
ninham and Mindi K. Bagnall, Apr. 23–2�. 
Reception: Friday, Apr. 2�, �-� p.m.
Ceramics — Ceramics B.F.A. Show; April 
16–20. Reception: Friday, Apr. 20, �–� p.m.
Non-degree Show — Kara Dembowski, 
April 16–20. Reception: April 16, �–� p.m.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

Humor and Satire: Prints, Drawings and 
Paintings — Enjoy KIA Permanent Collec-
tion works. Through April 2�.
West Michigan Art Show — This annual 
exhibition presents examples of the best 
art produced in a 14-county region of West 
Michigan. Through May 6.
Art and All That Jazz — Art with live mu-
sic and snacks; featuring the gospel of “The 
Least of These”; April 13.  Enjoy “Java Jive” 
playing favorite tunes; May 11, �–� p.m.
2007 High School Area Show — Works 
selected by guest juror Maryjo Lemanski. 
Opening reception, April 14, �–� p.m. 
Exhibit through May 6. 

ARTbreak — Free lectures and presenta-
tions on art-related topics including: “Up 
Close and Personal With West Michigan 
Artists,” part 2, April 1�; part 3, April 24. 
Bring a lunch to these 12:1� sessions. 
Sunday Funday: “Painting Pizzazz” —  
The ins and outs of painting with artist 
demonstrations, make your own painting, 
create a group splatter painting, enjoy gal-
lery activities and more! April 22, 2–4 p.m.
All-School Party — Kirk Newman Art 
School — Learn more about the school 
at the All-School Party. Have fun and 
experience the wide range of artistic media 
offered in the school. April 2�, 6–� p.m.

Park Trades Center
345-3311:

A Time for Glass — Member glass art to 
view and purchase. West Michigan Glass 
Society, Saniwax Gallery, Apr. 6–Apr. 2�.
Battle of the Glassblowers — Features 
eight timed competitions at the furnace. 
Apr. 6, �–10 p.m., Apr. �, 12–6:30+ p.m.
Open Studios — Over 40 artists’ studios 
will be open. Live music and refreshments. 
May 4, �–� p.m.
Artwork by Park Trades Artist Studios 
Assoc. Members — Saniwax Gallery, May 
4–31. Art Hop, May 4, �–� p.m.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809:

Ladies of the Lights — Dianna Stampfler 
profiles the women who took on the dan-
gerous job of tending the lighthouses that 
protect the shores of the Great Lakes. April 
1�, �–�:30 p.m., KPL Oshtemo. ��3-���0
Men of Salt — Crossing the Sahara on 
the Caravan of White Gold — Michael 
Benanav, writer for The new york Times, 
shares from his narrative of men who trav-
el the Sahara for slabs of solid salt. April 1�, 
6–� p.m., KPL Oshtemo. ��3-���0
Genealogy Lock-In — Free, after-hours 
event for genealogists. Learn to use the 
KPL resources. Registration required. May 
4, 6–10 p.m. Central Library. ��3-��0�.

(continued on page 36)

Toni Morrison is proof that poverty need 
not inhibit creativity and that talent can 
prevail. Born in 1�31 in Lorain, Ohio, 
she is the daughter of sharecroppers who 
moved north after losing their land in 
Alabama during the Great Depression. 
Her childhood was spent in abject pov-
erty, but she excelled at school, obtain-
ing degrees from Howard University 
and Cornell University. In 1�6� while 
working as an editor for Random House, 
she published her first novel, “The Bluest 
Eye.” It was followed by “Sula” (1��3) and 
“Song of Solomon”(1���), which won the 
national Book Critics Circle Award. In 
the next dozen years her unforgettable 
prose brought rewards she could not have 

imagined. Her novel, “Beloved,” won the 
1��� Pulitzer Prize for Literature, and 
in 1��3, “Jazz” won the nobel Prize for 
Literature. Recently the new york Times 
named “Beloved” the best novel of the last 
2� years. That’s lofty praise for one who 
came from such humble beginnings.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

6797 Orchard Meadow Drive
Portage, MI 49024

Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767
E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com
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• Botox,Restylane and Juvederm

• Skin rejuvenation

• Non-surgical face lifts

• Hydradermabrasion

• Permanent laser hair reduction

• Cellulite reduction treatments

Experience a new generation of advanced skin care 
at the Greenery’s Center for Anti-aging.

The Greenery 
Day Spa & Anti-Aging Center

Now everyone can have healthy glowing skin.
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(continued from page 35)
Western Michigan University
387:4174

Education for Social Justice Lecture 
Series — “Historical Lessons: Making a 
Racial Difference,” Apr. 11, �–� p.m. Fetzer 
Center. Free.
Gwen Frostic Reading Series — new 
Issues Press, Apr. 11, �:00 p.m., The Little 
Theater. Free.

Museums
Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

The Kalamazoo River and Settlement of 
Kalamazoo — Learn how the Kalamazoo 
River was a key factor in the settlement of 
Kalamazoo. April 22, 1:30 p.m.
Jam Session — K’zoo Folklife Organiza-
tion. May 6 and June 3, 2–� p.m.
Horse Racing and Race Horses in

Kalamazoo — Horse racing was once 
a prominent and important Kalamazoo 
County sport. Come trace this fascinating 
history in a slide lecture. May 6, 1:30 p.m.
HBO’s Band of Brothers — The story of 
the U.S. Army Airborne Paratrooper Di-
vision’s Easy (E) Company explores: “The 
Last Patrol,” May 13; “Why We Fight,” May 
2�; and “Points,” May 2�; 1:30 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555:

Young Eagle Day — Program sparks the 
imaginations of kids and introduces them 
to the thrill of flight. Kids �–1� will have 
the chance to take a free airplane ride. May 
6, �:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 

Nature
Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Wildflower Walk — Stroll through the 
beech-maple forest; get tips for flower 
identification and the folklore that sur-
rounds their unique names. April 14,
2–3 p.m.
Celebrate Spring! — Family concert and 
breakfast with Foster Brown, natural-
ist, storyteller and children’s songwriter. 
Families, enjoy a sing along to children’s 
nature songs and later enjoy a brunch 
while Foster visits with families. May �, 
10 a.m.–12 noon. Reservations.
Birding With the Stars — Adults, learn 
birding techniques from professionals; 
take a guided hike for glimpses of return-
ing spring migrants. May � & 14;
�–�:30 a.m.

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-6541:

Guest Lecture — Joe Rogers speaks on 
“Michigan Raptors Up Close and Personal.” 
People’s Church, 1��� n. 10th St. April 23, 

�:30 p.m.
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344-0874

We care…when you can’t
put your best foot forward
• Bone & Joint Surgery

• Diabetic Foot Care

• Sports Medicine

• Physical Therapy

• New Patients Welcome

• 1212 South Park Street,
Kalamazoo

DOUGLAS F.
BREWER, D.P.M.

GEOFFREY E.
CLAPP, D.P.M.

RICK W.
TILLER, D.P.M.

K A L A M A Z O O
FOOT SURGERY, P.C.

IT’S NoT JuST ANy Cello, Carol Bullock 
Russell’s cello, and she wouldn’t trade it. 
“I am a big fan of J.S. Bach. He wrote a set 
of solo pieces for the cello, and it’s a nice 
Bach cello. It isn’t a big, boomy, super-
strong, strident kind of sound, but there is 
an intimacy to it,” she says. The 200-year-
old instrument came from new york City, 
purchased while she was an undergradu-
ate at the University of Michigan.

“It doesn’t have a birth certificate,” 
explains Carol, noting her cello lacks the 
usual label inside most fine string instru-
ments. A legal document, however, was 
created as a result of an expert’s inspec-
tion, certifying its authenticity as an 
English cello from the school of William 
Forster III in England. “It’s kind of cool to 
think of it being around when Beethoven 
was writing the symphony. How many 
people have played the instrument? How 
many pieces were premiered on it?”

Carol says her cello (historically 
called a violoncello) is atypically small, 
suggesting it was crafted for a woman. 
“Every instrument that’s handmade is 
unique, but with it being that old, and 
with it being a little small, it’s special,”  
she says.

She describes a round burn mark 
that was on its top when she first tried it 

out — “about the size of a nickel.” no lon-
ger present when she took ownership, she 
admits the dark blemish was a detriment 
to its appearance, but she often ponders 
that history, too. “Was somebody smok-
ing a cigar and dropped the ashes?” Or 
was it caused by careless use of a candle?

Carol turns her thoughts to her bow, 
explaining that it pairs well with her 
cello: “It’s English, too. It’s stamped with 
its maker name and not really that old, 
from the �0s, but I like having sort of a 
matched set, although not planned that 
way.” She explains that it is a bit shorter 
than that of a violin because a cellist uses 
less arm and must exert more pressure 
on thicker strings. A longer bow wouldn’t 
sustain the pressure. Comparatively, it 
costs more for rehairing, done by local 
Scott Tribby, and string replacement, 
which she attends to herself. She’s worked 
out a system that involves three differ-
ent string brands, one from Denmark 
and currently hard to get. To prevent 
the bridge that holds up the strings from 
falling, she removes and replaces them 
one by one. To “let them settle in,” she 
performs the task in pairs. “A couple 
days later I do the other two — the cello 
doesn’t like change.” Typical modern 
strings have a synthetic or metal center 

and are wound with silver, tungsten, or 
chrome, and she avoids the traditional gut 
material because its life is too short. 

The cello range is what appeals to 
Carol most about her instrument prefer-
ence, and with affectionate joking she 
says, “The cello IS the orchestra.” She 
likes that its sound emulates the range 
of the human voice: “I think the cello 
resonates with 
people because 
it is biologically 
similar.” And while 
the cello usually 
defers to the violin 
for the melody and 
generally plays the 
bass role, she says 
her section of the 
orchestra has its 
share of principal 
parts. 

And cel-
los stand out in 
another “big” way: 
“Move over; can 
you move over a little bit?” can often be 
heard from her section of both the KSO 
and the South Bend Symphony Orchestra, 
her two main venues. “It’s a bit of a joke; 
the cello is fighting for space again.” 

Move Over! Here Comes the Cello!

Carol Bullock Russell, Cello
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra

By Editor Penny Briscoe
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HE PRIM, bespeckled woman, styl-
ishly dressed in black sateen, nod-
ded her head in emphasis and all 
but wagged her finger from behind 

the podium as she scolded the gathered 
clubwomen of Kalamazoo in 1�04.

“It is well always to remember that 
civic art without civic cleanliness is as 
diamond rings on dirty hands. The adorn-
ments of a dirty city do but emphasize its 
dirtiness; while cleanliness has not only a 
virtue but a beauty of its own.”

The speaker, Caroline Bartlett Crane, 
nationally prominent civic reformer, had 
seen with her own eyes the “celery city’s” 
lack of such virtue, and she was deter-
mined to do something about it.

Anyone who has ever walked about 
Shipshewana or Mackinac Island, or per-
haps has wagered which “fudgie” will step 
in it, knows the root of the problem faced 
by urban areas at a time when horse-
drawn vehicles remained the dominant 
mode of transportation. Equine pollu-
tion coupled with fashionable women’s 
apparel, which nearly trailed the ground, 
often made crossing the street little short 

of a nightmare. Kalamazoo, Crane admit-
ted, was by no means the dirtiest city to 
be found, “but it is below the standard of 
cleanliness which ought to characterize 
a city which is looking towards �0,000 
(citizens).”

She described in graphic detail how 
the city’s substandard system worked: 
“The brick pavement was scraped daily or 
oftener with a steel scraper about five feet 
wide, with which the debris was brought 
to the gutter. This was swept into piles 
with a basswood broom, and the surface 
of the streets was swept somewhat with 
the broom, but to no very great extent, 
and as a consequence the street was very 

far from clean. The piles of dirt were 
left at the sides of the street, usually for 
hours, often until the next day, only to be 
blown back upon the pavement, upon the 
sidewalks, and into the air, in the form of 
course and offensive dust. The wheels of 
passing vehicles also distributed it into 
the street again. When the wagon came, 
what was left in the piles was lifted by 
shovel and deposited in the wagon. On 
windy days, much of it flew from the 
shovel into the air and the faces of pass-
ers-by. Merchants, drivers and pedestri-
ans loudly complained of the dust and 
grosser dirt that was a constant offense to 
the eyes and an injury to the throats and 

Kalamazoo’s Clean 
Streets Crusade
By Larry Massie

Caroline Bartlett Crane 
left her mark on  
Kalamazoo, but none of 
her causes was inspired 
by more passion than the 
need for cleanliness —
so as not to leave
communities “as diamond 
rings on dirty hands”

Kalamazoo’s Main Street (now 
Michigan Ave.) at about the time 
of the  clean streets campaign.  
Note the non “white wings” 
street sweepers to the right.

The “white wings” proudly posed for the camera in 1904.
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lungs of all concerned, as well as to the 
delicate fabrics on sale in the stores.”

By 1�04, Crane had been a Kalama-
zoo resident for 1� years. Born Caroline 
J. Bartlett on August 1�, 1���, in Hud-
son, Wisc., she moved with her family 
as a teenager to Hamilton, Ill. When she 
was 16, she set her sights on becoming a 
liberal minister, but parental objections 
temporarily swayed her from that career. 
Carrie, as she was known then, graduated 
from Carthage College in 1��� and spent 
several years teaching school in Iowa and 
working as a newspaper reporter for the 
twin cities of Minnesota.

But she never lost her desire to be-
come a minister, and in 1��6 she received 
accreditation by the Iowa State Unitar-
ian Conference. She spent three years as 
a pastor of a Unitarian church in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., before being called to Kalama-
zoo. There on October 1�, 1���, she was 
ordained minister of the First Unitar-
ian Church, which became the People’s 
Church five years later.

A dynamic speaker and energetic 
advocate for social reform, Crane, 
the only woman among Kalama-

zoo’s 2� churches at the time to take the 
pulpit, launched a progressive campaign 
to improve life in the city. She established 

the area’s first kindergarten, classes in 
manual training for males and household 
science for females, and a physical-educa-
tion program for the hundreds of women 
who labored in the city’s corset, paper-
making and other industries.

The People’s Church and its pastor 
made national headlines in 1��� when, 
during a visit to Kalamazoo, Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll, “the great agnostic,” com-
mented at an evening address that the 
church was “the grandest thing in your 
state, if not in the whole United States. 

If there were a similar church near my 
home, I would join it, if its members 
would permit me.”

In December 1��6, Caroline mar-
ried Dr. Augustus Warren Crane, who 
would soon win fame of his own as a 
pioneer radiologist. Two years later she 
resigned as pastor of the People’s Church 
but continued to actively participate in 
progressive public affairs, campaign-
ing especially to improve the deplorable 
conditions in the slaughter houses that 
served the city.

Caroline Bartlett Crane in mid life. She wrote this song for the clean streets campaign.
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In early 1�04, Crane helped estab-
lish the Women’s Civic Improvement 
League of Kalamazoo, composed of 
representatives of area women’s clubs 
and churches. The league’s initial effort 
was to hire a trained nurse to administer 
to the ailing poor in their homes. Within 
two years, the “League nurse” had made 
�,000 nursing visits ranging from newly 
delivered babies to bed-ridden senior 
citizens.

The league’s second undertaking 
was to attempt to ameliorate Kalamazoo’s 
disgusting street situation. The “Clean 
Streets Crusade” began with a careful 
study of how other cities with a reputa-
tion for cleanliness handled the prob-
lem. The women found that the system 
inaugurated in new york City in 1��� 
by the sanitarian, Col. George E. War-
ing, brought the best results. The Waring 
system employed street sweepers dressed 
in white uniforms and helmets (White 
Wings) who swept the pavement with 
push brooms and immediately shoveled 
the refuse into two-wheeled bag carriers 
pushed along that section of the street. 
Each man was held strictly accountable 
for his territory. The filled bags were col-
lected by wagon and their contents sold to 
local farmers. In the absence of rain, the 
streets were also periodically flushed with 
hoses.

On April 2�, 1�04, the league peti-
tioned the city to begin a three-month ex-
periment on six and a half blocks of Main 
Street (now Michigan Avenue) running 
east from Church Street. The petition 
requested the money currently expended 
for cleaning that busy stretch of street to 
be allocated to the experiment. The City 
Council quickly granted the petition and 
allowed $� a day in city funds. Crane 
later discovered that the city was actually 
spending $�.3� a day for its haphazard 
cleaning of that section of the street.

On May 2, 1�04, the experiment 
began with initial mixed results. The 
old street cleaners, clad in new white 
uniforms, objected to changing their 
long-accustomed ways. What did women 
know about street cleaning? The league 
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fired several who would not learn the new 
procedures or were caught loafing.

Those who caught on and “were 
industrious and faithful” had their wages 
raised from $1.�0 a day to $1.��, the going 
rate for other city laborers. What is more, 
as Crane reported, those diligent sweep-
ers “stimulated by appreciation and by the 
knowledge that hundreds of women’s eyes 
were upon them, felt a pride in their work 
and did more and better work then ever 
before.”

A problem arose with the flushing 
of the street. Fire Chief Henry 
P. Raseman had agreed to assist 

the league by having some of his men 
hose down the street once a week. But 
the firemen balked at adding that extra 
duty to their work load (it had to be done 
between 3:00 and 6:00 a.m.), and so the 
street was actually only fully flushed once 
during the three-month trial.

Another disappointment arose from 
the disposal of the bags of refuse. Crane 
had hoped to sell them to area farmers 
and apply the proceeds to the campaign. 
She spent many an afternoon driving 
around to area celery fields, but the tight-
fisted Dutch growers laughed at the idea 
of buying bags of manure. Ultimately, the 
league had to pay to have the bags carted 
away and dumped.

The league buttressed the street 
cleaning with adjunct activities. It sought 
and obtained a city ordinance against 
spitting on the sidewalks in an era when 
tobacco cuds bulged many a man’s cheek. 
The women asked merchants to clean the 
sidewalks in front of their stores and not 
to throw the debris into the street. They 
presented photographs of the filthy
alleyways adjacent to downtown

Caroline Bartlett Crane enlisted young boys to 
hand out slips that discouraged littering.
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establishments and got the proprietors to 
clean them up. They placed some 30 gal-
vanized aluminum trash cans on streets 
corners and had boys of the Junior Civic 
Improvement League distribute hand-
outs pleading against littering.

When the experiment ended on June 
20th, many Kalamazooans agreed that 
the downtown was cleaner than it had 
ever been and that it had been accom-
plished at a substantially cheaper cost 
than before. nevertheless, a bloc of city 
commissioners stubbornly refused to 
accept the results. When the sweepers’ 
special brooms wore out, replacements 
were not ordered. Instead, the city in-
vested in an expensive new street sweep-
ing machine with hard wire brushes that 
damaged the pavement.

Crane and the League pressured the 
city to reinstate the Waring system, and 
in August the commission vowed to do 
so. Crane left in late August for a vaca-
tion to visit relatives in Iowa. Returning 
two months later, she found the city had 
backslid on its street cleaning proce-
dures. She eventually accepted the very 
limited success of the experiment in 
Kalamazoo.

In 1�11 Crane opened a speech on 
“Municipal Housekeeping” to an audi-
ence in Baltimore with the statement: “If 
I were sure that none of you would ever 
visit Kalamazoo, or pass through that city 
on a train, I should almost feel like letting 
it go that I have succeeded in making a 
spotless town of the city of my adoption. 
However I am sure you would see the 
spots.”

Caroline Bartlett Crane, “municipal 
housekeeper to the nation,” continued to 
wage the good fight to a greater or lesser 
degree until her death in Kalamazoo in 
1�3�.

The cleanliness of Kalamazoo’s 
streets gradually improved with the 
demise of horse-drawn vehicles. Her 
citizens no longer have to breathe in ma-
nure dust. That they continue to suck in 
the noxious fumes belched by the many 
horsepower-driven automobiles is another 
matter. 
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Enjoying
   a Park
       Out of
   Season

If snowy scenery and solitude are what
you crave, then take a look at vacationing

next winter in Yellowstone Park.

F ALL OF yELLOWSTOnE national 
Park’s 3.� million annual summer 
visitors arrived at the same time,

and they dispersed evenly across
the landscape, each person would oc-
cupy less than a half-acre of land. In con-
trast, if each of the ��,000 winter visitors 
did the same, they would each claim 30 
acres of their very own.

That’s one way to visualize the 
difference between the park in summer 
and in winter. But there are lots of other 
ways, too.

Imagine a traffic jam that involves 
only your vehicle and a few dozen bison 
milling around it in confusion; hik-
ing in the backcountry without fear of 
running into a grizzly or black bear; 
campgrounds silent under several feet of 
snow; food served in a muted, no-wait, 
dining room; wolf and coyote voices 
drifting mournfully over a quiet land-
scape; and a 2.2 million-acre paradise 
dressed in its holiday best — snow-cov-
ered mountains, crystalline waterways,  
frost-tinged wildlife dozing in deep 
powder under a mantle of stars, and the 

steam rising from a 
thousand geysers and 
vents mingling with 
the cold air above it 
to create an ethereal 
dream world. 

If this all sounds 
a bit idyllic, well, that’s 
exactly what it is.

For an action-
filled winter vacation, 
many folks opt to enter 
the park through the 
south entrance near 
Jackson, Wyo. From 
Flagg Ranch, 1�60s era, 
bright-yellow Bombardiers, with tracks in-
stead of tires, transport visitors to the Old 
Faithful Snow Lodge and cabins. Along the 
way, stops are made at sites such as Lewis 
Falls, Moose Falls, Lake, and at least one of 
the three points at which the route crosses 

the continental divide. 
Thirty-seven miles per hour, the 

coaches’ top speed, may not seem fast in 
a car or truck, but zooming over the con-
tinental divide and bombing down the 
long, winding hill on the other side can 

Chris Broyles, from 
Memphis, Tenn., poses 
beside the snowcoach 
that transported him and 
several others from Flagg 
Ranch at the Yellowstone 
Park’s south entrance to 
Old Faithful’s Snow Lodge.

The Paint Pots along the Firehole River in Yellowstone Park.
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be downright exciting in a Bombardier. 
Snow roads are maintained in all areas 
of the park (except between the north 
entrance and Mammoth, and between 
Mammoth and Cooke City, Mont.) to ac-
commodate snow coaches and snowmo-
biles, as well as the elk, bison, coyotes 
and other wildlife, which prefer the 
easier walking.

Although the historic Old Faithful 
Lodge is not open for winter use, the 
Snow Lodge is a lovely and comfortable 
hotel with four floors of rooms and suites 
attractively furnished in wildlife themes.

Guests staying in either Snow 
Lodge or one of the nearby older (and 
less expensive) cabins enjoy the large 
fireplace and comfortable seating in the 
lobby, and chairs with lamps and coffee 
tables are located on the main hallway 
leading to the bar and dining room. Here 
guests meet before or after dinner, read, 
work one of the park-themed puzzles 
provided, play cards, or relax between 
activities. Long banks of windows offer 
sweeping views of the ever-changing 
winter landscape. Internet access is 
available, and a pianist entertains guests 
throughout the evening.

A grill is open at lunch, but the din-
ing room is the only option for evening 
meals; reservations, which are required, 
are made at the time accommodations 
are booked, though the staff is helpful 
when the day’s activities unexpectedly 
interfere with a reservation. Box lunches 
can be ordered for those who plan to 
spend the day away from the lodge.

And there are many activities 
available to keep one away and 
outside all day, every day, at Old 

Faithful — from skiing to snowshoe hik-
ing to snowmobiling. 

OLVES. Bison. Cougar. These 
wild things were on our col-
lective mind when 13 adults

boarded the yellowstone Association 
Institute’s (yAI) little white bus at Mam-
moth Hotel on the first morning of our 
program this past February. We came 
from throughout the country and Somer-
set, England, to explore yellowstone na-
tional Park’s northern Range in search 
of winter wildlife, with yAI expert guide 
and instructor Shauna Baron.

With lunches and snowshoes 
loaded, we began our journey to 
Lamar Valley on the only road in the 
park open to private vehicles in winter 
and, we hoped, our group’s first wolf 
encounter of the week. Immediately, 
we ran into a traffic jam: A dozen or so 
bison alternately milled about on the 
road in confusion and took a few steps 
in one direction or another. But we 
were the only vehicle in sight, so the 
delay was not long.

I had arrived two days earlier to 
explore on my own and had also head-
ed straight for Lamar in search of the 
dedicated amateurs with huge spotting 

scopes, who stay in contact with each 
other via radio when wolf activity is 
observed. It didn’t take long to locate 
them, and as soon as I pulled over, a 
man offered me his scope to view a 
pack of wolves sunning themselves 
atop two large boulders — six grey 
females from the Slough Creek pack 
and their young, black, alpha male ly-
ing in the snow just up the nearest rim 
across the Lamar River. 

With the pack down for the
afternoon, I drove on through the

(continued on page 48)

Exploring With the
Yellowstone Association Institute

By Jane Vander Weyden

YAI program participants Donna Davenport, Jill 
Wright and Chad Wright examine the abandoned 
wolf den where wolves Number 9 and Number 8 
raised many pups.
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As with people, animals 
like this coyote prefer to 
travel maintained trails 
and roads in the park.

At the Hell Roaring 
overlook, the sky began 
to lighten and the clouds 
began to clear — and
the temperature plunged 
to 20 below.
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yellowstone

Cross-country ski trails lead in all 
directions, and people with a variety of 
skills will find one suited to their liking.  
One of the most popular and easiest is 
the Lone Star Geyser trail, with only a 
slight elevation gain and an open route, 
which takes skiers across the Firehole 
River bridge and up an old service road 
to the geyser, which erupts every three 
hours, pretty dependably. 

Experienced skiers may return to 
the Snow Lodge via the challenging 
Howard Eaton Trail, which cuts through 
a vast section of timber burned in the 
1��� forest fires. Other trails guide one 
beside Old Faithful geysers for as many 
miles as a skier might want to go. Skis 
and boots, as well as snowshoes, are 
available for rental at the hotel store.

Skiers are encouraged to keep a 
close eye open for wildlife. Bison, espe-
cially, are dangerous and injure or kill 
more park visitors each year than any 
other wild animal, and they often hang 
about the geysers and the nearby river. 
Thermal features also can be a risk for 
skiers or people snow shoeing in unfa-
miliar territory, so taking a detailed map 
along is always recommended.

For less physically ambitious guests, 
snow machines may be rent-
ed at Old Faithful; guided 
trips are offered daily. 

Some guests choose to 
enter the park from West 
yellowstone, Mont., generally 
acknowledged as the snow-
mobile center of the region. 
There, private snowmobile 
outfitters lead daylong or 
overnight jaunts into the park.  
Guides head up long lines 
of people on snow machines 
traveling the same roads the 
snow coaches use, stopping 
along the way to view wildlife, 
eat lunch and rest. When snow 
machines are left unattended 
during breaks, ravens adeptly 
unzip the backpacks on the 
machines and remove their 
contents — which might 

include lunch, as well as any bright, shiny 
possessions, such as watches and keys. 
Guards generally are posted to discourage 
the adroit, avian pickpockets.

The presence of snowmobiles in 
yellowstone is a controversial issue, 
and the national Park Service soon will 
issue new guidelines to determine the 
parameters of future snow-machine 
access there. Currently, �20 machines 
per day may enter yellowstone; all must 
be accompanied by a guide. More than 
one million comments were received by 
the Park Service regarding the disrup-
tive behavior of unguided snowmobilers 
(including drunk driving, speeding, 
chasing, harassing and killing wildlife, 
noise pollution, and entering closed 
areas), as well as degraded air quality 
the older machines caused. new rules 
were formulated that eliminated snow 
machines from the park entirely, but the 
current administration suspended those 
rules upon taking office, and temporary 
guidelines have been in effect since. 

If sitting astride a snow machine or 
pushing yourself through the snow all 
day does not appeal, several half-day and 
full-day snow-coach adventures are avail-
able daily. The longer Canyon tour makes 

Bull Elk Number 10 is famous as Mammoth’s “big, bad boy.” 
He earned that label for damaging vehicles in area parking 
lots for no apparent reason and for chasing tourists who dare 
to approach too closely.

Ph
ot

o:
 B

ar
rie

 D
av

en
po

rt

46 E N C O R E  •  A P R I L  2 0 0 7



ffoorriiaaMedi-SpaSM

Kalamazoo-Saugatuck
Exclusive Treatments In

Your Residence

1.877.4.uforia

Radiesse is the longest lasting dermal filler that is FDA
Approved. Radiesse lasts up to TWO YEARS!

Uforia Medi-SpaSM is the Kalamazoo Area's only Radiesse
provider.

We welcome you for a free consultation with our
Experienced Specialist Dr. Catherine Mazei.

SIGNUP TODAY
&RECEIVE
20%OFF!

www.experienceuforia.com

At Keystone Community Bank, we really shouldn’t
brag about our ability to fine-tune our products and
services to meet the needs of our community.
Because while everyone at Keystone is committed to
great service, the fact that we are a community bank
makes doing business on a personal level a lot easier. 

Local loan decisions, local management, and a local
board of directors allow Keystone Community Bank
to provide a level of service that can’t be matched by
a bank whose decision makers are in some other city.

It just goes to show that higher volumes don’t always
make it easier to listen.

Kalamazoo Office
269.553.9100

Portage Office
269.321.9100

Drake Road Office
269.544.9100

Woodbridge Hills Office
269.323.9100

Oakwood Plaza Office
269.488.9200

www.keystonebank.com

Member FDIC

Tuned to your needs.

KEY990-Arts Ad  4/11/06  4:27 PM  Page 1

the circle from north along the Firehole 
River to norris, takes the turnoff to Can-
yon, and then heads south to the Fishing 
Bridge and West Thumb, returning late in 
the afternoon to Old Faithful.

This is the tour to take if time per-
mits and you do no other, as it provides a 
sweeping overview of the park in winter. 
Stops are frequent and may include 
photo sessions of bison and elk along the 
Firehole, spectacular mountain scenery 
at Canyon, views of the Lower Falls of 
the yellowstone and the Grand Canyon of 
the yellowstone, and possible encounters 
with some of the more elusive animals of 
the park — wolves, beavers, or fox — as 
well as magnificent lake views.

For a quieter, more reflective win-
ter experience, spending time in 
the Mammoth Hot Springs and 

Lamar Valley areas is your best choice. 
Although this is the only area of 

yellowstone open to private vehicles in 
winter, the pace is slower, the people are 
fewer, the history of the park is more 
alive, and the scenery is absolutely spec-
tacular. Even the traffic is light, because 
snow machines are not allowed in this 
area of the park, though private opera-
tors provide guided snowmobile tours in 
nearby Cooke City. 

And this is certainly the place to go 
if seeing and hearing wildlife, especially 
wolves and coyotes, is important to you 
(see accompanying article).

At Mammoth Hotel, the same ame-
nities are offered as at Old Faithful, but 
with a different atmosphere and flavor. 
The hotel was built as a separate wing 
of the main building in 1�13 in hopes 
that it would anchor the larger, danger-
ously unstable, original structure, which 
soon was torn down anyway. With long 
hallways and old-fashioned steam-heat 
radiators, it is less gracious than the 
Snow Lodge but is historically appealing 
and comfortable. 

The lobby area is warm and inviting, 
and meals in the dining building next 
door equal those at Old Faithful. With 
Gardiner, Mont., just eight miles north 
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yellowstone

of Mammoth and Cook City just outside 
the northeast Entrance, other dining 
and accommodations are nearby, as well. 

Each night a ranger-led program is 
offered in the Map Room off the main 
hotel lobby, and piano music is provided 
before and after the presentations. The 
Albright Visitors Center, run by the 
yellowstone Association Institute (yAI), 
the nonprofit, educational and fundrais-
ing arm of the park, is right across the 
street; it features both wildlife displays 
and historical exhibits focusing on the 
30 years during which the U.S. Cavalry 
protected the park’s resources from theft 
and development until the national Park 
Service was established in 1�16. 

Elk hang out among the town’s 
buildings year ’round. A yAI staff person 
recalled the time a couple of years ago 
when several wolves wandered into town 
and killed a cow elk right outside a din-
ing hall window during the lunch hour 
while visitors watched. But one’s chances 
of seeing such a thing anywhere in the 
park are slim, she added.

A half mile from the hotel are the 
Mammoth Hot Springs and the spectacu-
lar travertine terraces. An outdoor natu-

ral spring where visitors can soak in the 
hot mineral water is available to soothe 
tired muscles after a day of snowshoe-
ing or cross-country skiing; a changing 
room is provided near the parking lot. 

The 1.�-mile upper-terrace loop 
road is closed to foot and vehicle traffic 
in winter but is easily accessible with 
snowshoes or cross-country skis. The 
lower terrace boardwalks are open but 
may be exceedingly slippery.

For family fun, an outdoor ice-skat-
ing rink is located near the hotel. Skates, 
snow shoes and cross-country skis can 
be rented at the hotel store. A variety of 
ski drops and tours of the Lamar Valley 
and the areas between it and the hotel 
are available for wildlife watching. A hot 
tub is also available.

yellowstone Institute
(continued from page 45)

valley, the high peaks of the sur-
rounding snow-covered mountains 
dramatic against the bright blue sky, 

the river frozen as far as Soda Butte 
Creek, where American dippers (plump, 
dark-grey birds) leaped headlong into 
the frigid water and bobbed back up 
again, and goldeneye doves flocked 
under the icy ledges below the banks. 
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The group watches the Slough Creek wolf pack in Lamar Valley.

Ph
ot

o:
 J

an
e 

Va
nd

er
 W

ey
de

n

Cooke City, just outside the Park’s Northeast en-
trance, provides food, gas and lodging all winter.
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Morning and evening excursions into 
Lamar Valley provide the best opportuni-
ties in the entire park to see or hear wolves. 
A cadre of knowledgeable amateurs gath-
ers each day to set up powerful spotting 
scopes in hopes of sighting a pack; they 
communicate constantly via radio and 
gather where wolves have been sighted. 
Strangers are always welcome into their 
midst, and scopes are offered to anyone 
who stops and expresses interest. 

So whether you’re looking for a mad 
dash about the park on a snow machine, 
a strenuous day of skiing or snowshoe-
ing, a daylong photo excursion, or a 
quiet day of wolf watching — or a little of 
it all — yellowstone national Park is the 
perfect winter destination. And if you 
have the time and resources, you can 
combine visits to both Mammoth Hot 
Springs and Old Faithful Snow Lodge in 
one grand snowcoach tour. 

Jane and Martyn Paull, of Som-
erset, England, recently did just that, 
and when asked what they liked about 
their recent visit to yellowstone, they 
replied that it is “quite simply, the most 
magnificent place on earth to be in 
winter.” 

On the rocks above Soda Butte, barely 
visible from the road, two bighorn-
sheep rams lay, their massive horns 
curling almost into their cheeks 
— and a bald eagle perched in a tree 
above them. I felt as if I had stumbled 
into a national Geographic special. 

After snowshoeing along Warm 
Creek that afternoon, I was headed 
back to the hotel when a coyote leaped 
into the road, obviously injured and 
panicked and perhaps being pursued, 
stopping periodically to look behind 
her before continuing a mad dash 
across the river drainage. That evening 
I saw her again, this time following 
two other coyotes at some distance. At 
an old carcass, the dominant coyote 
chewed ribs and bones while the two 
others watched and waited. The

(continued on page 50)
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 second coyote challenged him once, 
and they scuffled, snarling and barking 
at each other. Eventually, the injured 
one approached, a bloody wound on the 
inside of her back right thigh clearly vis-
ible — a wolf bite perhaps, or a souvenir 
from a recent fight. Afraid to get too 
close, she limped down the creek into 
the canyon and vanished.

Although the yAI group did not 
see wolves on our first day out, we were 
excited about a pack of coyotes feeding 
on a fresh cow-elk carcass just behind 
the Buffalo Ranch headquarters of the 
Institute. The elk had been in the same 
spot for a couple of days, Shauna ex-
plained, and had died during the previous 
night. As we watched, three coyotes kept 
several others at bay until they had gorged 
themselves, while ravens grabbed bits and 
pieces on the sly. At one point the coyotes 
threw back their heads and howled, each 
high-pitched refrain ending in a series of 
short yips and barks. Although coyotes 
generally are lone hunters unless working 
together to instruct their young, in yel-
lowstone they have formed packs. 

Our second program day started 
early: It was not yet light, and 
the hotel thermometer regis-

tered 1� degrees below zero. At the Hell 
Roaring overlook, the sky began to light-
en and the clouds began to clear — and 
the temperature plunged to 20 below. 
Almost immediately, Shauna honed in on 
the Oxbow wolf pack — all 11 of them —  
through the three yAI scopes. As we 

watched them trot across the high bench 
before us and drop into the meadow 
below, a rainbow appeared mysteriously 
in the eastern sky, with another lifting 
simultaneously to the north.  In the hush 
of early morning, we hardly spoke, stilled 
by the thrill of the experience and the 
chill of the air. 

Suddenly, the wolves threw back 
their heads and raised low, mournful 
voices into the morning sky. Almost 
immediately they were answered by the 
much smaller Hell Roaring pack. Wolves 
howl just as we speak; it is their language. 
Through it they learn which pack is in the 
region, how many there are, whether it is 
safe to travel, and where they might seek 
that day’s meal, or even a mate. 

Back on the bus, when one person 
attempted to describe how the experience 
had touched her, her eyes filled with tears. 

After lunch at the Buffalo Ranch 
(provided daily, as were breakfast and ho-

tel accommodations), we headed up a trail 
at the west end of the valley as Shauna, a 
former wolf researcher, told us the heroic 
and joyful tale of one of the first wolves 
released into the park in 1���: number 
�. When Rose Creek wolf number � and 
her mate, number 10, left their pen, they 
journeyed out of the park into the Red 
Lodge, Mont. area, where number 10 was 
immediately shot and killed.

Pregnant and ready to deliver pups, 
number � remained by her mate’s side 
all day and night, howling and pawing 
at him in an effort to get him up. Finally, 
she dug a shallow den in the side of a 
nearby hill and delivered eight pups. 
Alone and without a mate or pack mem-
bers to feed and protect them, the family 
appeared to be doomed. 

But researchers, following number 
10’s radio mortality signal, found and 
returned the imperiled wolves to the pen 
behind the Buffalo Ranch. Today, Shauna 
explained, such animals are on their 
own, but at the time, number � and her 
pups were vital to the project’s success.

 Although the wolves’ safety should 
have been assured in the pen, later that 
summer a tree fell, smashing a hole in 
the fence, and several of the pups es-
caped. Soon a young male wolf, number 
�, recently dispersed from another pack, 
showed up just outside the enclosure and 
immediately became devoted to number 
� and her puppies, especially the ren-
egade pups still outside — feeding them, 
playing with them, and protecting them 

yellowstone Institute
(continued from page 49)

A rarely seen red fox hunts mice in the deep snow above Tower Junction.
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“Easter? I’m still working on Christmas and Valentine’s Day”
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as his own. 
In October, when Mom and the rest 

of her pups were re-released, number 
� became the alpha male of his own 
pack, fathering, over the years, many 
pups with number �. He was especially 
unique among his peers as a play-
ful father, Shauna added, who taught 
many of his offspring how to play with 
sticks — the only wolves in the program 
ever observed playing that way. 

As we listened to this story, we 
climbed high enough to see a small, 
unoccupied cave — the den where the 
two wolves had raised so many pups. 
They are gone now, and a black bear had 
remodeled the den; but kneeling inside, 
one could easily imagine a pile of pup-
pies heaped upon one another in sleep, 
with number � nearby and number � 
standing guard outside.

On the third afternoon of the 
program, we hiked to a bull-
bison carcass Shauna had seen 

earlier. Amazingly, the massive, wooly 
head was intact, and a few of us pressed 
our fingers into the soft, thick fur and 
studied up-close the curved horns with 
striations of growth and damage evident 
on the sheath. Totally focused on him, 
we failed to notice two enormous bulls 
lumbering straight toward us. 

This was not good. Earlier, Shauna 
had listed the four greatest dangers in 
yellowstone: weather, traffic accidents, 
falls, and bison. not bears — bison. They 
are amazingly fast, unpredictable, and 
irascible, she had warned.

“Don’t run!” she ordered, as we 
quickly descended the trail to the bus. 

The two bulls stood over the carcass, 
as if daring anyone to mess with it, and 
we learned that they may guard it for 
many days, licking it and moving it with 
their heads, like wolf number �, howl-
ing and nudging her dead mate, until the 
urgency of her pups’ birth drove her away. 

yellowstone in winter is like another 
country, full of wild animals, extreme 
weather, and unfamiliar terrain. Even 
the language of volcanoes, geology and 

wildlife biology can be like a foreign 
tongue. As our bus driver, logistics 
expert, guide and interpreter, Shauna 
helped bridge that span for us, introduc-
ing and interpreting everything from the 
park’s geologic and human histories to 
wildlife behavior, taking us places most 
tourists never see, telling stories, and 

peeling back the surface of each experi-
ence to reveal the meaning beneath. 

And all the while we were just hav-
ing fun. 

For more information on the Yellow-
stone Association Institute, or for a sched-
ule of 2007 programs, visit their website: 
www.yellowstoneassociation.org.

Lewis Falls is a popular stopping point year ’round for folks entering through the Park’s south entrance.
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nate VandenBos releases tree 
spirits. He is an artist whose 
preferred medium is wood. 

Instead of tiny tools and a lump of clay, 
this sculptor works on a large scale, us-
ing a chainsaw and a tree stump or a log. 
Occasionally, his palette is a living tree. 

An independent painting contractor 
by trade, nate says, “Painting pays the 
bills, but carving is what I love to do.” A 
half-Dutch, half-Irish, earthy, soft-spo-
ken type, nate began his hand carving 
with white-cedar walking sticks while 
on vacation in the eastern Upper Penin-
sula. He started that “whittling” while 
visiting his brother, who built Camp 
Paradise on �60 acres of land owned by 
Chicago-based Willow Creek Commu-
nity Church. He was already enrolled at 
KVCC, working toward his associate’s 
degree in liberal arts. While visiting his 
brother, he noticed a chain saw lying 
next to a dead arborvitae stump and 
experienced his “aha!” moment. 

“Once I picked up that chainsaw, 
my hand carving became a thing of the 
past,” he says. One of his first efforts was 
carving a series of 13 fantastic, Dru-
idic-style faces into a remote grove of 
cedar trees bordering the Tahquamenon 
River at Camp Paradise. “As long as you 
don’t girdle a live tree with your carv-
ing, it heals well,” he stresses. “I can just 
imagine the look on hikers’ faces when 
they come into that grove full of tree 
spirits.” nate doesn’t race into the woods 
brandishing his chainsaw like a crazed 
lumberjack, slashing willy-nilly at any 
tree in his path. In his terms, he’s an 
unabashed “tree-hugger” — in tune with 
Mother nature and passionate about 
environmental and social causes. “Every 
living thing has a spirit, and I would 
never cut down a tree,” he states firmly. 
He prefers to create his art on already 
fallen trees or the trunks left standing 
when a homeowner needs to remove a 
tree that threatens to fall on a building. 
“Their fate is already sealed,” he says 
with a matter-of-fact shrug.

Nate the Carver
“I feel I am honoring the tree by 

turning it into a piece of art.” Nate 
likes to work in red or white oak or 

cherry, pine and cedar.

By Patrice Mindock

Nate VandenBos with the tools of his trade.�2 E N C O R E  •  A P R I L  2 0 0 7
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Following his first foray with a 
chainsaw, nate finished his arts degree. 
“The background I learned at KVCC in 
the basics of design, drawing and per-
spective helped me improve my carving 
skills,” he says. “I like the solidness of 
wood. When working with clay for ce-
ramics, you sometimes have to build an 
underlying armature to hold it up, which 
takes a tremendous amount of time. 
Pottery is fragile. My wood carvings are 
much more substantial.” To keep the 
carvings from cracking due to weather 

exposure, nate recommends a simple 
remedy — annual applications of clear 
exterior deck sealer.

His impetus to learn even more 
about the chainsaw as an artist’s tool 
came while watching a carving dem-
onstration at the grand opening of a 
Kalamazoo-area building supply store. 
That prompted him to eventually seek 
out a local mentor, Ralph Gotham. “He 
taught me some of the technical aspects 
of the tools, because at that point, I 
didn’t even know how to put a chain 

on a saw,” nate recalls. He also learned 
about chainsaws and how to maintain 
them through the expert staff at Denny’s 
Saw Crib in Kalamazoo. “As a smaller 
shop, the guys there — Denny, Don and 
Floyd — always take the time to help 
me get comfortable with handling the 
different chainsaws and advise me on 
saw choices,” he says. There are smaller 
saws and special attachments used when 
detailing these types of carvings, includ-
ing smaller gauge chains and bars with 
dime-sized tips. Finishing involves a 
hand-held grinder with a sanding disk, 
and nate sometimes uses a small chisel 
to place pupils in eyes.  

nate and his wife, Karen, currently 
a trauma registrar at Bronson Hospital, 
have been married for 1� years. They 
are both Kalamazoo natives and live in a 
west side suburban home, their acreage 
accented with nate’s carvings, natu-
ral-looking native landscaping, and a 
vegetable garden. Karen has a Master of 
Science in Healtheology and is pursuing 
her doctorate in Holistic Health from the 
American Institute of Holistic Theol-
ogy. (As a side note, Karen says that her 
poetry was once published in Encore — 
Feb. 1���.)

“Think of the irony,” says Karen. “I 
work in a trauma department, and when 

The trees above are carved on Nate’s brother’s land near Paradise, Mich., in the Upper Peninsula.
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nate first found this artistic outlet, I 
could imagine all the potential dangers 
and what could go wrong.”

Her husband is proud of his safety 
record, though. “I’ve never cut myself,” 
he says with a grin. 

nate’s official “outdoor studio” is 
located behind Handley’s Tree 
Service on Kalamazoo’s west 

side. David Handley trades space — a 
covered bay out behind a barn — for art-
work, and he provides nate large chunks 
of wood with which to work. 

“I feel I am honoring the tree by 
turning it into a piece of art,” nate says. 
His favorite hardwoods are red or white 
oak and cherry. In the soft woods, he en-
joys working with pine and cedar. “The 
wood often gives me a gift,” he says. 
Unexpected patterns, colors or textures 
are revealed when he begins sculpting. “I 
recently carved a horse head from a piece 
of black walnut. It was spontaneous 
because the shape of the limb reminded 
me of the animal. The outer cambian 
layer was blonde and it had very dark in-
ner layers. As I carved, the horse ended 
up with a beautiful natural blaze on its 
nose. That’s what I mean by a gift from 

Nate VandenBos

Nate calls this 2006 piece “Opera Bear.”
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the wood.”
Other creations are prompted by 

specific requests. The City of Portage 
issued a call last year for artists to help 
create designs that incorporated a canoe 
to illustrate the origin of the city name. 
nate carved an entire canoe, painted 
it and placed two natural-color wood 
carvings of historical “voyageurs” inside. 
That piece immediately sold to a private 
collector.

“I do the eagles, bears, charac-
ters and other traditional carvings by 
request,” he says. Each is unique, but 
critics will readily lump those pieces 
into the “arts and crafts” category, rather 
than call them art. It’s a battle of seman-
tics that nate often observes on the blogs 
and Internet forums of carving sites he 
frequents, like www.chainsawsculptors.
com.

“Art is art,” he says succinctly. He 
admits to dabbling in other forms, paint-
ing abstracts with watercolors or acrylics 
and has also embellished one wall of his 
home with a life-size mural. He’s a fan of 
Jackson Pollock’s abstract expressionist 
style. 

“I am amazed to be doing this,” he 
states. “I’m surprised I decided to take 
art in college. I was one of those kids 
who wished I could quit high school 
earlier to get out into the ‘real world’ 
and work. I heartily believed that until 
I was 3� years old, standing on a ladder 
painting a house, and I said to myself, ‘I 
think I’ll go to college now,’” he laughs. 
“That really changed my perspective 
on life. Once I began studying courses 
like sociology and psychology, it helped 
me to understand why I was who I was. 
The learning experience freed me up 
to decide to continue to be that way, or 
change a few things.”

On occasion, nate donates artwork 
to help raise money for social or politi-
cal causes near to his or Karen’s heart, 
a tradition that began while helping his 
brother at his Camp Paradise in the Up-
per Peninsula. The list of beneficiaries has 
ranged from the Bangor Lion’s Club Ride 
for Sight to Heifer International and from 
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Nate VandenBos

the Defenders of Wildlife to Amnesty In-
ternational and the Audubon Society. “It’s 
my way of giving back,” he says. 

The snowy winter months often 
silence nate’s chainsaws, but spring 
through fall finds them buzzing with 
activity. He enjoys being outdoors as 
often as he can, working with wood. The 
warmer weather also means he can enjoy 
another beloved avocation that finds him 
wielding wood — a three-wood. He’s an 
avid golfer.

Despite his affable, laid-back 
demeanor, there’s a rebellious under-
current lurking just below the surface 
of this working-man-turned-artist. A 
life-long biker,  VandenBos’ eyes light up 
when he reveals his dream of riding his 
Harley Davidson through all �0 states 
in the U.S.A., creating a carving to leave 
behind in each one. you can almost hear 
the strains of Steppenwolf’s rock classic 
“Born to Be Wild” playing as a theme 
song in the background. But it’s not a 
cliché. The solid work ethic and determi-
nation he embraces make the adventur-
ous, free-wheeling goal not an “if” but a 
“when.” Of course, he’d trailer his bike 
much of the way in his official Tree Spirit 
hauler, loaded with his artist tools. And 
it’s a dream that makes him happy just 
to speak it aloud, judging by the bright 
spark of laughter in his eyes and the ear-
to-ear grin he employs when he shares 
the idea with others.  

The chainsaw may seem like a highly 
unusual artist’s tool, but one look at the 
glittering creations chefs produce by 
sculpting ice blocks, or the tree spirits 
nate produces by sculpting wood, should  
cause an observer to realize that tradi-
tional, staid definitions of art don’t apply 
to these “outside the box” endeavors.

Even after six years of labor-inten-
sive wood carving, nate has not tired of 
his chosen medium. “It has an outlet, 
so it pays for itself,” he notes. “For me, 
there really is no greater satisfaction 
than doing what I love to do and having 
others appreciate it and purchasing a 
piece. That’s an added gift that allows me 
to continue to carve.” 

and still no one dances

they cluster like narcissus 
turned to each other 
as if the sun burns 
in the center of their circle 
music plays, but no one dances

parents hover around 
the edges of the room, observing like biologists 
with no professional distance 
feeling their awkward ages more acutely than the kids do

the music is loud 
throbbingly, annoyingly, unnervingly loud 
a shout, “thank god we’re not twelve anymore” 
can barely be heard

suddenly the flowers become fish 
a tiny school darting back and forth with one mind 
food room, game room, food room 
the music pounds louder than any surf 
and still no one dances

flowers again, they divide into smaller bouquets 
they bloom, sepals and petals moving rhythmically 
they sway, they turn as if in a breeze 
but they don’t dance

Nina Feirer

Nina Feirer is a mother of four from Kalamazoo who loves gardening, writing, 
reading and beading. She finds inspiration for her poems in family relationships and 
in things both beautiful and mundane, like folding laundry and pulling weeds. This 
particular poem seems perfect as high-school prom season approaches.
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Grace Tiffany
(continued from page 13)

Language was the special effect 
in Shakespeare’s culture, which Grace 
observes “was far more verbal than 
American culture is today.” She explains 
that people of that time, even uneducat-
ed citizens, were constantly exposed to 
rich oratory in playhouses and churches 
where popular Puritan pastors preached 
from the newly translated Bible. “English 
theatergoers enjoyed a certain degree of 
spectacle; they saw beautiful costumes 
and a few props, like the throne in ‘Rich-
ard III’ and the bed on which Othello 
murders Desdemona. But there were, of 
course, no dry-ice machines or lights. 
So, audiences came to hear the actors 
declaim. Several times in Shakespeare’s 
plays, characters talk about hearing, 
rather than seeing, a play.”

Grace, who has read Shake-
speare’s plays multiple times, 
cites the ease and effective-

ness with which he oscillated between 
prose and iambic pentameter, sometimes 
included a sonnet to spice a love scene. 
“He fashioned rhythm and idiom unique 
to each character, then set those charac-
ters into discursive motion, speaking in 
particular ways that presented their par-
ticular views of the world. And they’re 
all very eloquent. Even the stupidest 
characters in Shakespeare are interesting 
to listen to.”

As an example, Grace refers to a 
scene from “The Taming of the Shrew” 
in which a gamesome aristocrat and 
his friends find a tinker, drunk and 
asleep. They take him to the aristocrat’s 
bedchamber where, when he awakes, 
servants fawn on him as though he were 
a lord. “The tinker talks in a low idiom, 
full of alehouse terms, and, of course, 
in prose,” Grace says, “but when they 
tell him he has a sexy wife — ‘Thou 
hast a lady far more beautiful than any 
woman in this waning age’ — all of a 
sudden, he’s exalted and begins to speak 
in rhythmic verse, ‘Upon my life, I am 
a lord indeed!’ and ‘Well, bring the lady 
hither to our sight.’” Thus doth Shake-
speare use the mechanics of language 

to inform his contemporaries, as well as 
persons throughout the ages, that what 
people think can change who they are. 

Similarly, Grace observes that 
Shakespeare intended to explore the 

relative degrees of power enjoyed by men 
and women by having his female charac-
ters, such as Portia in “The Merchant of 
Venice” and Rosalind in “As you Like It,” 
“embrace a larger liberty,” but, as Grace 
points out, “they have to pretend to be 
men in order to do that. That women 
were not allowed to act and female char-
acters were, in fact, played by young men 
adds to the irony.”

Of love in Shakespeare’s life, Grace 
says, “Language was his real passion. I 
believe that whatever was going on with 
him romantically or domestically, the 
thing that really engaged and enthralled 
him was the way in which those experi-
ences could serve as fodder for literary 
and dramatic play.” In her book, “Will,” 
Grace wrote a scene in which Shake-
speare, in his everyday life, talks in 
rhythmic verse. “If you’re writing in iam-
bic pentameter all the time, you’d have to 
start thinking in it,” she surmises. “He 
probably found himself speaking those 
occasional 10-syllable phrases, or at least 
muttering them to himself.” 

But, in addition to his great profi-
ciency with words, Shakespeare em-
ployed himself in many other endeavors. 
“He was learning parts and playing as an 
actor on stage,” Grace says, listing his ac-
complishments. “He was co-owner of the 

Grace’s maternal grandfather, George Shively, 
was an editor for Doubleday Books in New 
York City during the 1960s. During the 1940s 
and 1950s, he was the editor for such authors 
as Somerset Maugham and Oliver St. John 
Gogarty (the “Buck Mulligan” of James Joyce’s 
“Ulysseus”). Other ancestors that may have led 
Grace to her path as a Shakespeare scholar in-
clude a great-great-grandfather who wrote for 
Scribner’s and Harper’s in the late 19th century 
and a grandmother, Theresa Tiffany, who was a 
notable actress in New York in the 1920s.

Some theater historians believe actors of the Elizabethan period used pigs’ blood to add spectacle to 
gory scenes, such as amputations. Others, including Shakespearean scholar Grace Tiffany, maintain 
that damage to costly costumes would have prevented such a practice.
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Globe Theatre that he and his partners built — that’s where 
he made most of his money — and he was a shrewd business-
man. We can tell he read and read and read because he knew 
history, mythology, theories of governance and the language 
of soldiering and law. He was an astute observer of people 
— that was probably his most important faculty — and he 
understood the way people think. And he commuted by 
horse between Stratford and London. There were many, many 
things he had to do, which is probably why he died relatively 
young.”

If Grace Tiffany had the opportunity to travel in time 
to Elizabethan England and converse with William 
Shakespeare, she would, first of all, have to consider the 

circumstances under which such a conversation could occur. 
“How I could interact with him would depend on who I was 
and what social category I fell into. It wouldn’t be easy to just 
walk up to somebody and strike up a conversation, particu-
larly as a female.”

But if she had the opportunity, Grace says she would 
ask to watch his company rehearse. “I’d want to see how 
they acted and hear how they sounded, especially in the 
Globe. With their accents, what did English sound like 
then? I’d love to watch Will interact with the players. Did 
he correct them? Or throw out a line and put in another? 
Remember, they didn’t have directors, and he was just the 
playwright; when he sold a play, it was the property of the 
actors. They would have respected him and listened to him, 
but did they let him tell them how to perform? Did he want 
to?”

Grace says she would want to observe the theatergoers 
and to see if they laughed at the same things modern audi-
ences do, and to see what roles Shakespeare played, perhaps 
the Ghost in “Hamlet” or Prospero in “The Tempest.” “There 

At age 17, Grace performed in a school theater production in Arlington, 
Va., where she grew up.
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Grace Tiffany

was an actor named Edward Alleyn who 
was famously hammy in Shakespeare’s 
day, and Shakespeare himself made fun 
of him in one or two of his plays. Could I 
get away with throwing a rotten apple at 
Edward Alleyn?” she muses.

Such wonderings led Grace to write 
a scene in “My Father Had a Daughter” 
in which Shakespeare’s daughter, Judith, 
dressed as a teenage boy, travels to 
London and audaciously finagles her way 
onto the stage and acts, literally, under 
her father’s nose.

Grace is particularly fascinated 
with “The Merchant of Venice,” a play 
she often teaches and on which she 
based “The Turquoise Ring.” “For 
centuries, the play has been contro-
versial because of its presentation of 
Shylock,” she says. “It’s been called 
anti-Semitic, pro-Semitic, and a mixture 
of both. We, as scholars, try to recon-
struct an Elizabethan mindset, which 
we can’t really do — then, we try to 
reconstruct a Shakespearean mindset, 
which we can’t really do either, and we 
try to figure out whether Shakespeare 
was challenging the prevailing social 
assumptions about Jews. So, I would 
like to ask him, ‘What’s the basis for 
Shylock? Is he completely villainous, or 
are you trying to show us that he’s been 
unjustly treated by the Gentile society?’ 
These are the kind of things we ask our 
students to answer about the play, and 
I’d like to know what he intended.” 

Speaking as a writer and histo-
rian, Grace adds, “I’d also hope he 
would be interested to know that we 
are still reading and performing his 
plays almost 400 years after his death. 
I’d like to think he would be moved by 
that. I’d like to tell him about movies 
and different technologies in the arena 
of art. I’d like to share with him the 
way history unfolded, the way England 
became an imperial nation, and the way 
his plays were used as instruments of 
empire, taught in schools in India and 
the Caribbean, for example. I bet he’d 
start writing it all down and base a play 
on it.” 
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An early bloomer with showy flowers, this is one of Michigan’s 
most beautiful flowering trees. Its fruit is eaten by many bird 
species. A red dye was once extracted from its roots and used 
by some Indian tribes to color porcupine quills and eagle 
feathers, and a quinine substitute for treating fevers was made 
from its dried, ground bark. The tree’s hard wood 
has been used to make spools, pulleys, mallet 
handles and heads, golf-club heads and 
rolling pins. Popular legend has it that 
wood from this tree was used to construct 
the cross on which Christ was crucified. 
The tree’s flower has four white or pinkish 
petal-like bracts tipped with a reddish notch, 
with the shape resembling a cross. The center of 
the flower resembles the crown of thorns with 
20-30 tiny flower clusters in the center. The 
delicate eastern flowering dogwood blooms 
in April when Easter Sunday marks the 
resurrection of Christ after the Crucifixion.

Answer!

Out on a Limb

(question on p. 10)

withdrawals before age �� ½ trigger 
penalties of 10 percent of the total amount 
withdrawn from a Traditional IRA, but 
only 10 percent of the earnings in a Roth 
IRA. Finally, required distributions must 
be taken from Traditional IRAs begin-
ning at age �0 ½ or a �0 percent penalty 
applies to the shortfall each year. A Roth 
IRA does not require distributions during 
one’s lifetime.

So which IRA will work best for you 
and your specific situation? Ask your 
financial consultant or tax advisor for a 
free, customized analysis to help you sort 
through your IRA alternatives to deter-
mine which is best for you based on your 
income needs and special tax consider-
ations that may exist.  

In serving you, we generally act as a broker-dealer but may act 
as an investment advisor for certain accounts for which we are 
appointed as investment advisor, and our obligations will vary 
with the role we play. Unless we otherwise specifically indicate 
in writing, we are acting only as a broker-dealer. Please consult 
“Important Information About your Relationship With A.G. 
Edwards” on agedwards.com/disclosures for a discussion of the 
differences between our brokerage and advisory services.

This article was provided by A.G. Edwards &
Sons, Inc., Member SIPC.
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Guess
WHO

Posing as a 1��0s era Kalamazoo police officer was 
easy for 3�-year, department-veteran Dan Weston. Weston, who 
has been chief for the past seven years, became a Kalamazoo 
police officer in 1��2, right after his St. Patrick’s Day gradua-
tion from the police academy at Lake Michigan College. He also 
earned a bachelor of science degree in criminal justice manage-
ment from nazareth College.

During his career, Weston has commanded every division 
within the Public Safety Department. Prior to becoming chief, 
his highest profile positions were leading the Kalamazoo Valley 
Enforcement Team and then the Cold Case Team during the 
1��0s. Less well known is his involvement in developing the 
Canine Unit and Tactical Response Unit during the time he 
commanded the Uniformed Operations Division.

Dan and Pam Weston have been married for more than 
a quarter century and are the proud parents of two grown 

children. Daughter Taryn is a Western Michigan University 
graduate who teaches Spanish at a high school in Wilmington, 
n.C., and son Kent, also a W.M.U. graduate, is an auditor with a 
Detroit-area accounting firm.

Weston and his wife are members of the Richland Bible 
Church. They enjoy spending time boating on some of Michi-
gan’s inland lakes as well as on Lake Michigan. And, when time 
permits, they enjoy traveling to Kentucky and Tennessee for 
serious trail riding — the kind of trip that requires skill with a 
GPS unit to find your way home.

Answer To

Dan Weston

Costume courtesy of Bill Shields
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The one and only...

Your Imaging Leader.

KNI/Southwest Michigan Imaging  . 1700 Gull Road  . Kalamazoo, MI 49048  . (269) 342-1099  . www.kniimaging.com

First MRI in the region. First to go filmless.

First to be JCAHO accredited. First to

transmit images over the internet. Virtually

every MRI advance in Southwestern

Michigan has been pioneered by KNI. Now

serving the region at two locations, includ-

ing the new NeuroInstitute of Southwest

Michigan, KNI brings you the first and only

open MR magnet in the region. Improved

comfort for patients. Great diagnostic

information for physicians.

Philips Panorama 1.0T MR system


