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xperience the quality of custom cabinetry inspired by today’s lifestyle.
Designed just for you by Kirshman & Associates, a design team you can trust.

• Custom and semi-custom cabinetry.
• Countertops in solid surface, granite, quartz, 

concrete, marble, cultured marble, laminate, & more.
• Bath & Cabinet Hardware — one of the largest 

selections in the area.
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Bill Kirshman, CKD

See our showroom in The Shoppes at Parkview Hills

3325 Greenleaf Blvd.   Kalamazoo, MI 49008

Open Monday thru Friday, 9:00 – 5:00 • Saturday and evenings by appointment
(269) 353-1191

View our showroom online at www.kirshman.com

Kitchen & Bath Design Studio

or the ultimate in creative and functional design

Kitchen & Bath Design Studio





100 west michigan avenue, suite 100  kalamazoo, mi 49007  www.greenleaftrust.com  269.388.9800  800.416.4555

A secure, well managed retirement plan is
one of the most important benefits a company
provides to its employees. But many people
who worked here didn’t understand the
importance of saving for retirement, or the
importance of appropriately investing their
savings. So I brought in the retirement plan
services team from Greenleaf Trust. What a

difference. Greenleaf meets with my employ-
ees, provides the thorough education and
information needed to help them make good
decisions, and deilvers it all with responsive-
ness, patience, personalization and respect.

My employees always give me their
best. With Greenleaf Trust, I’ll be doing the
same for them. Financial Security from Generation to Generation

“85 people work for me.
Greenleaf Trust works for them.”



When you’re the owner, a building 
construction project can be 
overwhelming. Trust in your 
Construction Manager 
is critical.

Trust can turn a leap of faith
into a confident decision.

13800 East Michigan Avenue
Galesburg, MI 49053-9658

PH: 269.746.5600

600 Monroe Avenue NW • Suite 104
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-1470
PH: 616.458.5600

www.csmgroup.com • info@csmgroup.com

CSM Group is known for 
professionalism at every level of 
the organization, every step of the way. 
Our proactive approach and established 
processes help ensure that project goals, 
quality standards, and deadlines are met.

It’s why building owners trust CSM Group. J.
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So many of my friends had related to me the great joy of being
a grandparent that I could hardly wait to have grandchildren
of my own. The thought of being able to play with and “spoil

them rotten” — and then send them home
— raised my level of anticipation to unre-
alistic heights. There would be nothing
negative about this next phase of my life
because having none of the worries or
responsibilities of being a parent, just the
joys, seemed like a proper reward for hav-
ing raised two sons who were about to start
their own families.

I pondered the times, nearly a half cen-
tury ago, when, as a child, I interacted with my own grandpar-
ents. I recalled the regular trips to their house for Sunday din-
ner, and I remembered the summers — when I would spend a
week alone with them. It was very relaxed, we played games,
and my grandfather and I walked in the woods with Sparky,
the black cocker spaniel. It was idyllic, although I couldn’t fig-
ure out, in those days, why my grandparents ate Cream of
Wheat and stewed prunes for breakfast every day. Just what
you did when you got old, I surmised.

Well, I’m here to tell you, grandparenting is everything I
thought it would be except for one little complication. Now
I’m not complaining one bit about my lot in life — I have five
very bright and delightful grandchildren. But the challenges
begin when your children become truly independent and suc-
cessful adults. They actually have the nerve to develop their

own lives. Then, lo and behold, they marry, have children, and
take a job in another state, or even another country. And, I
ask, just how do they expect to come for Sunday dinner every
week when they live hundreds of miles away? 

Obviously, they won’t be bringing the kids to Sunday din-
ner regularly, and, as it turns out, it’s easier for the grandpar-
ents to make the long, tedious trip to their homes. I have posi-
tioned myself behind the wheel of the car on many late
Thursday afternoons and driven well into the night and early
morning for the pleasure of a long weekend with the little
ones and their parents. Driving 12 hours isn’t so bad (I tell
myself tiredly), considering the alternative of fighting my way
through multiple airports and spending hours holed up in ter-
minals or sitting in planes. 

Technology to the rescue! Since Christmas I have been
able to sit down in front of my webcam-outfitted computer
and enjoy entertaining and inspiring face-to-face conversations
with the always-eager youngsters. Now, I have decided, this
grandparenting thing is pretty cool after all, even if it has to
happen long distance. And when summer comes, it will be a
bit like yesteryear when the old-fashioned, in-the-flesh, week-
long visits occur like in the 1950s, except I don’t eat Cream of
Wheat and stewed prunes for breakfast — yet.

Rick Briscoe
Publisher

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe
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425 West Michigan Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(269) 349-4600

EQUIPPING YOUR NEST EGG WITH THE RIGHT TOOLS TO HELP 
BUILD A SOLID FINANCIAL FUTURE — THAT’S OUR JOB.

Hey, not everyone knows the difference between a 

Phillips and a flathead. But having the right tools for 

any job is critical — especially when it comes to 

protecting your nest egg. That’s why we give our financial 

consultants all the tools they need to help you  

constructing your portfolio. Call us today.
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Cover photo of Jim Richmond, Emma Bickham Pitcher
and Lois Richmond courtesy of the Richmonds.

Guess Who photography by John Gilroy. 
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A scheduling error in
high school started

LORI MOORE on the
path to her career.
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JIM and LOIS
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than retired veterinarian

ARLE SCHNEIDER,
DVM?
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isn’t following a path

in life, but he’s sure
going places.
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INVESTING IN
COMMUNITY

By Dan Pettee

WO CENTURIES AGO,
William Wordsworth wrote
that “The world is too much
with us — getting and
spending, we lay waste our

powers.” Some say those words are truer
today than ever. But not for everyone.
For Jim and Lois Richmond, not getting
and spending — but giving and invest-
ing — are ways to increase our powers.
Giving — giving back — is what the
Richmonds are all about.

Consider the James W. and Lois I.
Richmond Center for Visual Arts, cur-
rently under construction at Western
Michigan University. Jim and Lois both
attended WMU, and decided to give

back to the school and the community
in a truly significant way. Their gift of
$2.5 million toward a total $12 million
project (all raised through donations) is
helping to make that new center a reali-
ty. 

Mind-boggling generosity, you
might say — and you’d be right. Yet,
you’d only be scratching the surface of
what makes Jim and Lois Richmond,
who have both “officially” been retired
for almost 20 years, a story for the
times.

Both Jim and Lois had highly suc-
cessful careers with local companies. Jim
worked for over 20 years for Stryker
Corporation, rising through the ranks to

TWMU College of Fine Arts Dean
Margaret Merrion, Art School
Director Phillip VanderWeg, Lois
Richmond, College of Fine Arts
Development Director Kate Barnes
and Jim Richmond break ground in
May 2005 for the Richmond Center
for Visual Arts.



the level of senior vice president before
“retiring” at the end of 1987 at age 49.
Lois had a 30-plus year career in nurs-
ing and nursing/hospital administration,
attaining the level of assistant vice presi-
dent of surgical services at Bronson
Methodist Hospital. Lois joined Jim in
retirement in 1987 — but retirement
was really only a transition to a new life
and a new, diverse level of activity. 

Jim and Lois Richmond are a study
in contrasts. Jim is the quieter of the
two, appearing reserved, almost shy, in
fact. But get him talking about his var-
ied passions — art, education, nature
and conservation, among others — and
you soon learn better. He might be the
perfect personification of the old adage:
“Still waters run deep.” Lois is more
talkative and outgoing, with a sense of a
“perpetual motion machine” when
entering her aura.

“Enthusiasm” might be the word
that best describes them both. In their
very active lives, Jim and Lois have trav-
eled the globe for business and pleasure,
visiting new places, learning new things.
Yet, they’ve always returned to their
185-acre “rural retreat” in the Comstock
Township area — which, given their
rather humble beginnings, seems quite
natural.

Jim was born in and raised around
Maysville, Ky., a small town on the Ohio
River, 50 miles upriver from Cincinnati.
“It was a rustic area,” says Jim with a
smile. “We had no indoor plumbing and
used a coal-burning stove for heat and
kerosene for cooking.” Jim, whose
mother died in an automobile accident,

lived with his father’s aunt and uncle for
the first 12 years of his life. His father,
who worked for J.C. Penney, had an
itinerant career, moving from Maysville
to Chillicothe (Ohio), Battle Creek,
Greenville (Mich.), and Midland, ending
a 40-year career in Kalamazoo. Jim
reunited with his dad in Midland and
attended high school there, graduating
in 1956. 

It was then that his life took a sig-
nificant turn. Jim says, “I might well
have been one of hundreds of Midland
graduates going to MSU, but one of my
teachers got me interested in looking

elsewhere.” He looked seriously at sev-
eral universities before choosing
WMU — a decision that made all the
difference in his life. He says, “I enjoyed
my stay at Western, and graduated with
a business degree in January 1961.” He
took his first post-college job with
American National Bank in September
of 1962, and then joined Stryker
Corporation in January of 1968.

Officially retired from there in
1987, for eight years afterward he con-
tinued to work for Stryker on a consult-
ing basis, went back full-time in 1995,
and then continued to consult for the

Kalamazoo nature 
and art enthusiasts
Jim and Lois Richmond
are committed to doing
their part so southwest
Michigan remains 
a great place to live.
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Lois Richmond leads a winter walk through “Nature’s Acres” in 1998.

Jim Richmond retrieves wood from his well-
stacked woodpile.

Collecting sap to boil down into maple syrup
keeps Lois Richmond busy in the spring.
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was promoted to assistant director of
nursing services, and in 1983, to
Assistant Vice President of Surgical
Services. Her curriculum vitae from that
career is studded with professional affili-
ations and achievements — such as
assisting in the design of the first com-
mercial, enclosed-case, cart system in
the United States for specific surgery
use. She also found time to serve as a

company until John W. Brown retired in
2004. 

His career at Stryker was varied and
fulfilling, says Jim. “I worked in various
management areas, including interna-
tional, product development, sales and
marketing. For years, I traveled around
the world seeking new products, learn-
ing a lot about the technical aspects of
the medical-device business and product
design, and it stuck.” 

In addition to traveling around the
globe, he was also busy close to home.
For many years he worked with local
surgeons, evaluating and developing
new products. It was during this time
that Jim and Lois’s paths crossed.

Asouthwest Michigan native, Lois
Richmond grew up in nearby
Richland. “It really was a small

town in those days, a rural, agricultural-
ly based village. From an early age, I
spent a lot of time outdoors, and grew
to love the natural world early on,” says
Lois, who graduated from what was
then called the Richland Rural
Agricultural School (now the Gull Lake
Community Schools). She then attended
Bronson Methodist Hospital School of
Nursing, earning a diploma in 1956. 

After graduation, she took her first
job with Bronson Methodist Hospital, as
a staff nurse in the emergency room. She
worked for Bronson for 31 years, until
she and Jim retired in 1987. She held a
variety of positions of increasing author-
ity, including head nurse, house supervi-
sor, and medical supervisor. In 1972 she

consultant on a variety of professional
projects. Lois continued classes at WMU
and completed her bachelor’s degree in
1987.

Lois (Hoyt) Brown and Jim
Richmond met “on the job” while Jim
was consulting with Bronson surgeons
for Stryker. They married in 1973, the
second marriage for both. They have
four adult children, 10 grandchildren
and one great-granddaughter.

For almost 15 years after they mar-
ried, Jim and Lois lived busy but excit-
ing parallel, professional lives. However,
their lives also began to take on what
you might call additional dimensions.  

A Sense of Place and a
Sense of Purpose

Soon after their retirement at their
second country home on Lyons Lake in
Comstock Township, their shared inter-
est in nature seemed to coalesce. As Jim

Richmond

An example of Jim Richmond’s “found object art” sits quietly in the snow.

that Michigan’s Sleeping Bear Dune,
the large dune along the edge of the
bluff on Lake Michigan in the Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, is
rapidly changing?

(See details on page 60.)

Did you
know…
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says: “That was when I started to
become ‘enlightened,’ made aware that
there was more to life — things like the
creative arts, the natural world, and pro-
tecting our natural environment.” 

In 1985 they bought the land they
now live on, on the east side of Lyons
Lake. They initially bought 104 acres.
Subsequent abutting purchases
increased their holdings to 185 acres, a
natural preserve they’ve named “Nature’s
Acres.” Says Lois: “After retiring, we
really became serious students of nature
and the environment.” The land
includes the house they live in (original-
ly built in 1860, although they’ve added
on) and seven outbuildings, including a
rustic barn they’ve converted into a
classroom. 

The rest of Nature’s Acres is a natu-
ralist’s dream — a private preserve with
diverse natural habitats, expansive wet-
lands, and several miles of trails. A pub-
lication by the Southwest Michigan
Land Conservancy in the late ’90s noted:
“Over 300 species of flowers, 50 species
of trees, 100 species of birds, and most
of Michigan’s reptiles have been identi-
fied on this property.” (It’s not surpris-
ing to learn that, in their estate plan-
ning, the Richmonds have arranged to

As beekeepers, Lois and Jim Richmond donned
all the right garb.
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protect all of their preserve through gift-
ing part of it and placing conservation
easements on the rest — through the
Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy.) 

Jim and Lois created a motto for the
preserve that speaks volumes: A Serene
Sanctuary to Stimulate the Mind and
Treat the Senses. And, givers that they
are, they never intended to restrict this
wonderful sanctuary for their own use
alone. Far from it. 

Their desire to “spread the natural
wealth” was accelerated when they met
Emma Bickham Pitcher, a well-known
local naturalist. Lois puts it this way:
“We first met Emma on a field trip in
1990, and we were excited enough to
ask her out to see our property. She
accepted our invitation, and that was
the beginning of it all.”

The “all” was an enduring relation-
ship that led to a long run of their
teaching classes at Nature’s Acres. Jim
says, “We taught our first class in our
barn in 1993 … and ended up giving a
variety of classes for 11 years!” It wasn’t
really planned — or promoted.

Lois says, “We did no formal adver-
tising; it was mostly word-of mouth.
The first class we did was for just a few
people. In later years, we’d have up to
20 people in a class.” 

At first, they taught classes only in

spring and fall. Later, they taught them
in winter, too. “Winter walks, we called
them,” says Lois. “Eventually, we had
nature lovers from every walk of life,
from students and educators to physi-
cists, doctors, and attorneys. Sometimes
we’d have prominent guest speakers,
though Jim and I taught many classes
ourselves. Jim taught everything from
botany to bone-cell biology.” Jim says:
“We always said we cover everything
from stars to snakes.”   

For all that time, Emma Bickham
Pitcher was a source of information,
inspiration and support. She and the
Richmonds became, in Jim’s words,
“eternal friends.” In fact, the Richmonds
in 2004 gave a special party at Nature’s
Acres to celebrate 11 years of classes —
and Emma Pitcher’s 90th birthday. The
booklet they created for the event pays
tribute to Emma, including these simple
yet direct words: “Thank you, Emma,
for being such a good teacher and moti-
vator.”  

Certainly the same thing can be
said about the Richmonds. The list of
subjects they taught (ending in 2004 at
Emma’s 90th birthday party) ranges
from aquatic plants and art and sculp-
ture to weather and wetlands, and
everything in between. As Lois put it in
her introduction to the booklet: “Our

The Richmonds’ travels include a trip on the Concorde supersonic jet.

Richmond
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classes … started with basics of nature,
but Emma expanded our horizons to
include poets and poetry, art and artists,
writers and photographers.”

(Although finished with the classes
now, Jim says they may offer a special
class now and then — by special invita-
tion.)

The reference to art and sculpture
above is purposeful. In addition to being
pragmatic, results-oriented people, Jim
and Lois share a definite creative streak.
For Lois, that interest came early. She
says, “I was always interested in art,
from my early school days. While work-
ing at Bronson, I took classes at the
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts … including
their ‘brown bag lunch programs,’ which
are now called ‘Art Breaks.’ Through the
years I took courses in photography,
pottery, watercolors — you name it.”
These days, she focuses her attention on
“natural” art — leaf painting and similar
pursuits. She still enjoys studying art
history, though. “I probably always
will,” she says, “but I dabble in art. Jim
is more serious about it.”

Jim might have come to the artistic
arena later than Lois, but he made
up for any time lost. He credits his

interest in things artistic to his product
development days at Stryker. “I learned
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about medical technology there, starting
with Dr. Homer Stryker. In the process, I
learned about and became interested in
mechanical engineering, biotechnology,
and in things created out of metal.”

Through his travels, he became
exposed to all kinds of artistic endeav-
ors. “I like all art,” he says. “It’s the cre-
ativity that I appreciate.” You sense his
love of art when he speaks with anima-
tion about his favorite arts and artists,
particularly cubism and the works of
Picasso and Braque.

Jim credits Lois with “jump-start-
ing” his own creative artwork. “Noticing
my increasing interest in art created out
of metals, Lois bought me a welding
book and said ‘go to it.’ That really got
me started in a serious way. I began vis-
iting junkyards, acquiring scrap metals
of all kinds, and began working with
them.”

Lois says, “I don’t have a strong
visual sense, but Jim does. He sees
things in supposed ‘junk’ that others
don’t. To me, that’s the sign of a true
creative spirit.” 

While busy at Stryker, Jim still
found time to tap that creative spirit.
Like Lois, he took courses at the KIA.
“Over time, I took about every class
they gave — including glass.” He con-
tinued to haunt junkyards, finding scrap

metal pieces that he could turn into
works of art. He smiles and says,
“Sometimes, for liability reasons, it was
tough to get access to junkyards. I used
the maple syrup Lois and I made to
‘bribe’ my way into some yards.”(Jim
and Lois have made their own maple
syrup for 14 years in their own “sugar

shack,” and also tried their hands at
beekeeping.)

In his well-equipped studio, Jim
began turning out pieces of art, many
inspired by his Stryker experience. He
estimates he’s created over 1,000 pieces
of art since he began, everything from
life-sized sculptures to small, elegant

Richmond

This 1955 photo shows Lois Richmond (center) and two colleagues sorting and checking
surgical instruments.
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pieces that would fit in your hand. “I’ve
sold my work at the annual KIA Holiday
Sale, galleries, and art shows,” Jim says,
“but I’ve given away a lot, too, probably
half of what I’ve created.” (There’s that
giving spirit again.)  

He takes his inspiration both from
his experience at Stryker and from his
long association with nature. One area
of special interest is what he calls his
“DNA art,” inspired by his experiences
managing the Stryker Biotech Division.
“DNA is the vital molecule, part of our
every cell and of other living things
around us. I’ve created multiple designs
inspired by the elegant double-helix
form of the DNA molecule. In fact, my
DNA pieces are on doctors’ and scien-
tists’ desks all around the world. I’m
pleased about that.”

Jim also excels at what is called
“found object art,” creating artworks out
of “found” pieces of scrap and other
materials, assembling them while not
changing their individual form. One
such piece, which he calls “Ballerinas,”
was made from “found dancer shapes”
of discarded stainless steel loaded in a
railroad car.

In addition to gracing doctors’
offices and the homes of grateful recipi-
ents of gifts, his sculptures are much in
evidence inside and outside their

Comstock Township home. He contin-
ues to create in his workshop, in which
are also displayed many old tools he’s
collected through the years, another
long-standing interest.

The Art of Giving

Reference to art and artworks leads
one to the most significant element of
the Richmonds’ love of and support for
the arts: the James W. and Lois I.
Richmond Center for Visual Arts at
WMU. The couple’s gift was announced
in December 2003, when WMU trustees
voted unanimously to name the building

in their honor. At the trustee’s meeting
in December, Margaret Merrion, dean of
the College of Fine Arts, said, “ … on
behalf of our art faculty and students,
who have struggled for so long with
woefully inadequate facilities, I extend
heartfelt thanks to Jim and Lois
Richmond, two true friends of the arts
in the greater Kalamazoo community.
The new building is going to make a
night-to-day difference in our ability to
provide accessible, quality exhibitions of
works by students, faculty and visiting
artists. It will permit the ‘College of
Distinction’ (Fine Arts) to advance its
mission of public cultural education.”

Jim Richmond speaks with a visitor to the Stryker booth during a 1986 event in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
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Why this major donation? It cer-
tainly wasn’t a snap decision. Says Lois:
“We spent the better part of 10 years

deciding how to give back to the com-
munity in a larger way than usual.” Jim
and Lois had long been significant sup-

porters of a wide range of organizations,
including The Southwest Michigan Land
Conservancy, the Kalamazoo Institute of

When completed later this year,
the new Richmond Center
for Visual Arts will be a step

into the future for WMU and the College
of Fine Arts. For Phillip VanderWeg,
School of Art director, it is more than
time. As reported in a WMU news release,
at the groundbreaking ceremony last May
12th, he introduced a sculpture he made
for the occasion and issued a “challenge.”
The sculpture features a variety of tools,
some traditional, others more contempo-
rary, used by artists and students today.
The challenge from VanderWeg was to
move the school “into a bright new future
after more than 40 years of ‘temporary’
housing in Sangren Hall and other cam-
pus locations.”

In the news release, the new, 45,000
square-foot facility was described by
architect Carl Roehling of SmithGroup as
“a vessel that brings together art, light,
and people.” The new building, located
between the Dalton Center and the Miller
Auditorium parking ramp, will be used

primarily as exhibition space for faculty
and students, and will be linked to the
south wing of Kohrman Hall, which is
scheduled to be renovated to include
classroom and studio space for the
School of Art. Two large exhibition
spaces within the center are being named
for other major donors: the Eleanor R.
and Robert A. DeVries Student Art
Gallery, and the Albertine Monroe Brown
Gallery, which, VanderWeg says, “is
designed for a full range of School of Arts
programming, mostly groups and visiting
artists from around the world, and some-
times faculty shows.”

The project is scheduled for comple-
tion in November 2006, with an opening
in January 2007 and a formal dedication
ceremony sometime that spring.

Phillip is elated about the imminent
completion, which he calls a “transfor-
mation. And it’s definitely taking place.
Contracts for exhibits are already in the

works. None of it would have happened
if it hadn’t been for the leadership of Jim
and Lois Richmond when they stepped
forward as they did. They played a piv-
otal role in making possible something
we’ve needed for a long time.”

Phillip also found the Richmonds
easy to work with. “They achieved a deli-
cate balance that’s always welcome but
rarely achieved. They were actively
involved in and committed to the project,
but careful never to interfere. It has really
worked well. They’re straightforward,
genuine people, and it’s been a pleasure
to know them and work with them.”

Dean Margaret Merrion agrees: She
is as excited today about the new
center — and the Richmonds’ involve-
ment — as she was in December of 2003.
She says: “Jim and Lois are true friends of
the College of Fine Arts. They care about,
comment on, and contribute to the
growth and distinction of the university.

While we are particu-
larly grateful for their
substantial gift for the
Richmond Center for
Visual Arts, Jim and
Lois support pro-
grams in the
Departments of Dance
and Theatre, as well
as the School of
Music. They are

always loyal, generous, and faithful.”
And modest, too. Margaret notes

that at a recent get-together with them as
they presented the balance of their finan-
cial gift, “a number of vice presidents
were in attendance to thank them. Jim
was thanking ‘us’ — for the opportunity
to be part of something ‘great.’” In the
same vein, commenting about the Center,
Lois said, “It is a privilege and a joy to be
part of every aspect of this project, espe-
cially doing it while we are alive and can
watch and participate.”

Richmond

The Richmond Center for Visual Arts is under
construction, located immediately adjacent to the
Dorothy U. Dalton Center.

Enhancing the Future of Visual Arts at WMU
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Arts, and the Kalamazoo Nature Center,
to name a few. Both have funded schol-
arships to WMU — Jim for the Haworth
School of Business and Lois for the
School of Nursing. But they wanted to
do more. 

At the groundbreaking ceremony
last May, Jim Richmond mentioned a
half-dozen reasons why, including: the
positive impact their assistance can pro-
vide for students and their future; hav-
ing a facility where students and faculty
could exhibit their work and the com-
munity could enjoy that work; their
own appreciation for the arts; the fact
that their WMU educations enabled
them to have successful careers with
great local companies that gave them the
means to make this gift; knowing that
WMU is one of only six universities in
the country that are Colleges of Fine
Arts — a “Unique Position of
Distinction” — by virtue of having fully
accredited schools of art, music, dance,
and theater.

The sixth reason is worth quoting
from Jim’s presentation: “When we
attended a WMU Foundation banquet in
the fall of 2003, we were seated next to
Dean Margaret Merrion. That evening
Bill Johnston, Foundation President,
speaking to alumni, commented: ‘Your
investment in your WMU education has
greatly appreciated in value over time.’
Bill’s statement said a lot to us. Near the
end of the banquet we invited Margaret
to lunch to discuss how we might give
back to our university, specifically to the
College of Fine Arts. We had that meet-
ing and from a ‘menu’ of options chose
what is now this new Richmond Center
for Visual Arts.”

Giving back to the community — it’s
a matter of principle for the Richmonds.
One of Jim’s final comments at the
groundbreaking ceremony last May
makes the appropriate conclusion to this
article about two very special people:
“Support and volunteering is an ongoing
process for the arts, and we plan to con-
tinue doing our part,” Lois says. “We
may be retired, but we’ve still got a lot
we want to do yet.”
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ORI MOORE, WKZO-AM’s
morning show host, is chatting

casually off air with newsperson Jim
O’Connell. A listener has just called in 
to report a rainbow. The weather is win-
terish, and Moore jokes that it’s a snow-
bow. O’Connell says he’s never seen a
snowbow. Moore says it reminds her of
the circles you see around the sun on a
very cold day. The On-Air light flashes,
and Moore adjusts her headphones. The
two flow effortlessly into repeating their
exchange on air. 

It is Black Friday, the day after
Thanksgiving, the station’s biggest day of
the year for advertising, and the comput-
ers are down. Moore’s show, meant to start
at 6 a.m., was delayed an hour, which
means lots of catch up for commercials
and extra attention paid to timing, a 
crucial element in the radio business. 

Computers or not, the show must 
go on. “Once you’re in the studio, it’s like
being on stage,” Moore said. “Everything
is live. You have to run your own board.
There’s back-timing, Osgood Files, CBS
News on the hour. 

“Timing is very important,” she said.
“It takes a lot of math. Who knew?”

Since the age of turntables, Moore
has been bringing her impeccable timing
to Kalamazoo radio. This year marks her
25th anniversary. During that tenure, her
distinctive presence has graced many
Kalamazoo venues, from her forays into
the Kalamazoo theater scene to her 
generous mentorship and community
outreach (she averages a remarkable one
event per week donating her time for a
large variety of causes, from reading
banned books at the Library’s Banned
Books Week to emceeing and singing

L

WKZO program director Dave
Jaconette, account executive

Tom Stermer, and morning show
producer Tim Abramowski join
Lori Moore for the final day of

selling the 2005 version of her “A
Holiday Dish to Pass” cookbook.

(Above and Right) Lori Moore’s “A Holiday Dish
to Pass” cookbook project has raised over
$160,000 since its inception in 2002, with the
“Betty Crocker look” on the first cover and
“Blabber Girl” this past year. Craig Vestal at
Portage Printing designed the covers.

by TTheresa CCoty OO’Neil
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with a Big Band to support the Red
Cross). Moore’s annual A Holiday Dish 
to Pass, a collection of listener recipes,
has raised over $160,000 for many local
charities and received the 2005 presti-
gious “Merit Award for Community
Involvement” from the Michigan
Association of Broadcasters.

In addition, for the past 10 years
Moore has played bargain-crazy Connie
in the Max 10 commercials that air all
over Michigan, Indiana and Illinois. She
even boasts her own Connie insignia,
which she stamps on customers’ cards
around the Midwest six months of the
year.

Most notable, however, is her decade
as enthusiastic and entertaining
“Morning Diva” of the WKZO-AM’s
Morning Show, a professional feat incred-
ibly rare in the fast-changing and male-
dominated radio world. She is quite like-
ly the best-known voice in Kalamazoo.

Born in Detroit in 1959 to James and
Joan Moore, Moore may have inherited
her “viva la performance” genes from her
mother, a former professional dancer
who appeared with such celebrities as

Johnny Mathis and Bobby Darin, whom
she even briefly dated. “It was all very
glamorous,” Moore cooed. “That was the
era of nightclubs.”

Her parents met at Wayne State
University and married in 1958. After
Lori’s birth, the first, Joan gave up danc-
ing to focus on marriage and children.
Greg, who was born a year later and also
inherited an inclination to perform, is an
opera singer who does cabaret shows in
New York. Jeff, born five years later, is an
electrical engineer who lives in
Galesburg — a “football player, outdoors-
man and technical wizard.” The two
brothers, Moore joked, are the “two most
different people to ever share a room.”

In 1964, the Moores moved to
Portage when her father (who passed
away at age 67 from cancer) was trans-
ferred as a Loan Officer with Household
Finance. He never had stereotypes about
what women could do, a support that put
her in good stead when she later became
Kalamazoo’s first female morning radio
host. 

Moore attended kindergarten at
Haverhill Elementary and then spent first

through eighth grade at St. Monica’s
Catholic School. In ninth grade she
transferred to what was then Portage
North Middle School, a move that was
challenging. “It was a difficult time to
break up and start new friendships,” she
said. And it was traumatic. “My initiation
to my new school involved being sur-
rounded by girls from the ‘juvy’ who set
my hair on fire and called me a ‘narc.’ I
didn’t even know what a ‘narc’ was!” 

Slowly she adjusted and began dis-
covering some interests. After hav-
ing mistakenly been put in choir

when she signed up for art, she took a
chance and tried it. “I went to it one day,
and I just loved it. And that was ‘it.’ That
got me into everything.”

When she entered Portage Northern
High School, she became involved in
forensics, a competitive-speaking pro-
gram, complete with coaches that is the
“closest to sports I’ll ever come,” she
joked. Moore competed in the category
of Humorous Interpretation, where stu-
dents speak all the voice parts of a play.
She credits Jim Mechinger, her coach, for

“A lot of people ask me what’s the most 
difficult part about my job, and I
guess it’s this: You have to do it no
matter what, whether you have an 
accident, death, or you are sick;
you just have to brush it off and
go: ‘OK, we’re on.’” 
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teaching her everything she knows about
public speaking.

While at Northern, a friend talked
her into trying out for the play “Auntie
Mame.” Hoping to be cast as the maid,
she was surprised to see herself cast as
Mame. “It’s a rather large role, to say the
least,” she said, with a laugh, “and I

brought to it all the world sophistication
a 15-year-old could muster.”

Playing Mame evolved into a love
for the stage that carried her through 
college and beyond, and for which she
thanks Marlowe Crocker, Bob Cooper
and Art Nemitz of Northern for 
nourishing her. 

After graduating from Portage
Northern in 1977, Moore spent a year at
Kalamazoo Valley Community College
and then transferred to Hope College,
where she earned her bachelor’s degree in
mass communications. Jim Carver, of the
Kalamazoo Civic, had told her Hope was
a great college to go to if you wanted to
be in plays without being a theater major.
Her first week there she auditioned for
“Mack and Mabel” and was cast as
Mabel. The show was selected for The
American College Theatre Festival, a first
in Hope’s history. 

At Hope, Moore also spent summers
as a company member of “Hope Summer
Repertory Theatre,” an exhilarating expe-

rience but one that showed her that the
theater wasn’t meant for her as a career.
“Once I did it as a job, I didn’t like it any
more — working dawn to dusk, no
money,” she said. “I didn’t have the thick
skin for it.”

In 1980, an internship in New York
City at Metromedia Channel 5 gave her
direct exposure to broadcast. “It was total
glamour and zero money, but that’s when
I decided that broadcasting might be for
me,” she said.

Following graduation from Hope in
1981, she set off west with a few friends
in what she now calls her “summer of
frivolity.” But she was soon out of money
and “crawling back home.”

Moore’s arrival on radio was, like a
lot of other things in her life, character-
ized by a few chance events and a day-to-
day day following of what makes her
heart sing.

In 1981, having found herself back
in Kalamazoo, she went to work for
WKMI-1360 AM as a news stringer, cov-

Lori Moore, husband Bob Miller and daughter
Emma celebrate New Year’s Eve during a ski trip
in Colorado.
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ering school-board and city-council
meetings. A friend, Patty Vicary, gave her
a big break when she went on vacation
and asked Moore to fill in on the Holiday
and King Show, a “raucous, wildly popu-

lar morning show.”
“We had fabulous chemistry,” she

said. “I was much better at being a smar-
ty pants than a news anchor.”

She was soon promoted to sidekick

and newsperson. “I could not believe
anything could be that fun and still be
considered a job. It was the end of an era.
A free-standing AM radio station with a
record library and a swimming pool! I
was so glad I got to experience the glory
days of AM Radio, even though they had
officially ‘ended.’”

After several “hilarious” years,
Moore was spun off to the afternoon
show. She was then quickly promoted to
morning host when the station was sold
and became the first woman morning-
drive host in Kalamazoo, a scenario that
is still extremely rare.

“That they would be so forward
thinking would catch some by surprise
since for many years WKMI hosted ‘The
Miss Skimpy Contest.’ I take great pride
in browbeating them into dropping that
for more wholesome family fare” in the
form of The Doo Dah Parade, which 
continues to this day.

Remembering those who mentored her as a high school student, Lori Moore makes time in her busy
schedule to mentor today’s young people. In 2001 she helped Teresa Weakley and Adrienne Danov
become State Champion Broadcasters.



Moore wore a flesh-colored leotard. “Oh
we got all kinds of responses,” she said,
laughing. “Either people loved it or they
hated it. Many people were very
shocked.” 

She stayed with WKMI until 1993
when, while visiting her parents who had
moved to Louisiana, she returned to find
out she had been replaced by Don Imus.
“Consolidation” was the catchword of
the radio industry.  “So they cut me
loose,” said Moore, who had a 1-year-old
at home and decided to consider the
severance a maternity leave. 

As an industry-wide phenomenon,
many radio hosts were losing jobs
because of syndication. In the 1980s, AM
radio popularity was waning as more and
more listeners tuned into FM for their
music. Rush Limbaugh was starting his
radio gig, which Moore says in some
ways actually revived AM radio, changing
the format from music to talk; but in
Kalamazoo there was no local presence.
That same week she lost her job, she
received a letter from Notre Dame telling
her that her master’s program in broad-
casting, for which she had already invest-

ed three summers, was cancelled due to
lack of interest. “It was not a good
week,” she said.

In 1995, after a two-year hiatus,
Stephen Trivers and Bill Wertz of
Fairfield Broadcasting approached Moore.
They proposed something completely
against the trend, and very unique to
smaller markets like Kalamazoo — an all-
local, all-live, radio station. And they
wanted Moore to be their morning show
host. A little rusty but eager, Moore was
quick to sign on. She was being paired
with Karl Guenther, who, before he
retired, was an institution in Kalamazoo,
both on WKZO and television.

“Everyone thought it would be a
really bizarre pairing, wild chick and
elder statesman, but we hit it off fabu-
lously; and the ratings were very high.”

Her first few shows were nerve-rack-
ing, she said, due to the station’s newness
and an overnight move from Maple to
Main Street. “In the time I was gone,
everything had gone computerized (no
tapes, cart decks, no reel-to-reels).” Both
computers and phones were out for the
first week. “It was a nightmare.”  But

Mame (Lori Moore) floats above
the stage on the moon in the
Kalamazoo Civic Players 2001
production of “Mame.”

By invitation, Moore played Miss Hannigan in the
WMU Theatre Department’s production of

“Annie” in 2001.

During this period, she began
mentoring for the Broadcasting
Event of Forensics at Portage

Northern, a post she kept for 12 years,
accumulating mentees who now have
jobs all over the United States.

Eventually Moore’s star shined
brightly enough that she was promoted to
her own show in the afternoon. But it was
short-lived. The radio business is very
transient, and the station was soon sold.

Then she hosted the morning show
by herself, which was “weird,” she said,
“because they don’t put chicks on in the
morning.” Robin Hook did sports, and
their show was called KMI KHAOS, play-
ing music for the first several years, and
then switching to talk.

Moore and Hook became “The
Kalamazoo Couple” in the early 80s,
helping kick off the downtown 501 par-
ties. They were often seen on billboards
across town, playing off one another
expertly, with outrageous stunts such as
dressing as Elvis and Priscilla when Elvis
was sighted in Kalamazoo, and as
Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos when
rumors flew about Imelda’s massive shoe
collection. Then, the year Demi Moore
came out with her nude and very preg-
nant “Vanity Fair” cover, Moore just hap-
pened to be pregnant. “It couldn’t have
been more custom made,” she said, glee-
fully. Hook went as Bruce Willis and
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soon Moore was in the groove.
On October 1, 2005, she celebrated

her tenth anniversary with WKZO, and
now she works with O’Connell, whom
she has known since he was a toddler.
Along with Tim Ambramowski, her pro-
ducer and “right-hand man,” and Joe
Polasek, sports, they make a highly 
rated team. 

Moore describes WKZO as a “listen-
er-driven, call-oriented news/talk station”
with an “older” listening audience of
people typically over 35.  Her show, she
said, is “more wake-up — and people
don’t want to be super serious.

“The WKZO listeners are really awe-
some, really generous,” she said. “They’re
grown-ups. They’re successful.” When it
comes to causes, “they have cash they
can donate.”  And they do. WKZO and
its sister stations raised $50,000 for
Tsunami victims and $44,000 for those
devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

When disasters like Katrina and
September 11th happen, even the
Morning Show becomes more serious.
“You have to have a good feel when to
change modes,” she said. “With the hur-
ricane, it was so awful. We had many
local interviews on its effect. Then I
wanted to phase in some lighter stuff.” So
she devised the Seven Wonders of
Kalamazoo, a take-off from the Seven
Wonders of Chicago, with listener sug-
gestions for theme songs to “Desperate
Housewives.” She still likes to play music
when she can.

Strange things happen to Moore on
the way to work, as any regular lis-
tener can tell you. Take the way she

met her husband.
It’s 1983 and she’s driving from her

Gull Lake “bachelorette pad” down M-43
in her “broken-down Volvo and it breaks
down.” While pushing it off the side of
the road, she mistakenly pushes it over a
cliff. Whoops! Four a.m. and there’s not a
car in sight. Finally, someone in a pick-
up pulls up.

“He stopped, and I climbed in. He
asked me where I lived. I said, ‘Gull
Lake.’ He said he lived at Gilkey Lake.
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And I said, ‘Oh yeah, I know Gilkey
Lake; I’ve been to the Gilkey Lake pub!”

“Little girls who go to bars are going
to hell,” he said. “Have you been saved?”

When he stopped at a light on Gull
Road, Moore jumped out and ran. All the
way to work on Jennings Drive. “And if
you know me, you know I don’t run.”
She was telling this story on air, and
Robert Miller, who was an account exec-
utive for the station, was listening. “He
called AAA and had my car towed and
repaired, and I didn’t even know him. He
was my knight in shining armor.” 

Coincidentally, Miller had been the
star of a Kalamazoo morning radio show
in the 70s as Bob West of WYYY. “I used
to listen to him from a transistor radio
dangling from my canopy bed.” Between
them, they share five decades of morn-
ing radio. 

They were married in 1991 after 
“a ‘brief’ eight and a half years of getting
acquainted.” Emma Rose was born in
1992.

Miller is now the Associate Vice
President for Community Outreach at
Western Michigan University. He sees
Emma off to school at Mattawan each
morning, and Moore is home to greet her
when she returns. Moore chauffeurs her
to activities, including cross country,
track, skiing and volleyball. “She’s into
sports, which is miraculous,” Moore
quipped. Emma is also on the Leadership

Team at Mattawan. 
“My hours are very good for a work-

ing mother,” said Moore, who is typically
home by noon. Her one regret? “I’ve never
fixed the poor thing’s hair! She can do it
on her own now, but when she was little
she had some very interesting hair-dos.”

Sadly, in 1997, Miller’s son and
Moore’s stepson, Andrew, was killed, at
age17, in a car accident on Sprinkle
Road. “You never really get over it,” 
she said about Andrew’s death. “How in
the world do you do a radio show after
that? 

“A lot of people ask me what’s the
most difficult part about my job, and I
guess it’s this: You have to do it no matter
what, whether you have an accident,
death, or you are sick; you just have to
brush it off and go:
‘OK, we’re on.’” 

“Once you’re in
the ‘box,’ it’s its own lit-
tle world. It requires
complete concentra-
tion, which can be a
blessing.”

Life begins at 40,
Moore has often been
quoted as saying. Since
turning 40, she has
landed two major and
much-lauded roles as
Mame and Gypsy Rose
Lee in Kalamazoo Civic

productions, been personally invited in
2001 to play Miss Hannigan in Western
Michigan University’s production of
“Annie,” served as Grand Marshall of the
Irish Parade (“I felt like the bell of the
ball!”), and been voted in an informal
poll of Kalamazoo Gazette readers as
Kalamazoo’s Sexiest Celebrity. 

“That was hilarious,” she said. “They
haven’t named anyone since, so I guess
I’m just it forever. Into perpetuity.”

Her 2000 appearance in “Mame,”
this time the musical version,
came 26 years after her debut in

the same role. “I really missed doing
shows,“ she said. “My daughter was at an
age where she wasn’t quite as dependent,

After Elvis was sighted in Kalamazoo, Moore and Robin Hook dressed
as Priscilla and Elvis Presley for the WKMI DoDah Parade.

Another DoDah Parade found Moore and Hook dressed as 
Peg and Ted Bundy.

Joe Palosek, Jim O'Connell, Tim Abramowski and Lori Moore make up the
morning team at WKZO radio.
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and The Civic was doing a show that I
always longed to do (again).” Mame, 
the “ultimate diva role,” was perhaps as
close a match to Moore’s personality as
she’s ever likely to get on stage, and
called by the Kalamazoo Gazette “one 
of the (Civic’s) most perfectly cast 
shows in years.” 

Mama Rose in “Gypsy” is widely
considered to be the most challenging in
musical theater,” she said. “I felt really
proud of tackling ... the part. I’m quite
certain that I’m the only Mama Rose to
do a 6 a.m. morning radio show and (act
in) ‘Gypsy’ at the same time.”

While practicing for both “Gypsy”
and “Mame,” the schedule was grueling,
as Moore sometimes arrived home after
midnight, still keeping her custom of ris-
ing again at 3:45 a.m. to prepare for work
and visit with her husband, who often
works late nights.

“I loved everything about doing
“Mame” and “Gypsy,”” she said. “I was
very paranoid about the rigors of the
scores after being out of theater for so
long, and Director Ben Zylman and
Musical Director Marie Kerstetter were 
so encouraging. I was so happy to 
reconnect with a suppressed facet of my
creative side.”

As far as more theater in the future,
she won’t comment. “I’m still recover-
ing,” she said, smiling. 

A natural news and celebrity gossip
hound, Moore reads Newsweek, Time
and about five newspapers a day, includ-
ing the Kalamazoo Gazette and the Wall
Street Journal. “In radio, you don’t do it
for the money,” she said. “I just love the
news. It’s my perfect job. I’d be devouring
it anyway.

“There are days when I feel like:
‘How am I going to do this for another
two hours?’ On other days I could go
until noon. But I always wake up going:
‘Ooooh, I have a radio show!’”

At her mother’s home recently,
Moore unearthed a report card from St.
Monica’s that said, “Lori could be very
successful if she wouldn’t talk so much.”

Lori is very successful because she
talks so much. 

The Outdoors

Celebrating the outdoors, fleeing the indoors
Hunters and fishers and birders and campers
Hikers and bikers and runners and skiers
Boundless and free in the limitless expanse

A wonderful club of searchers and finders
In training, in hiding, in open space and deep woods
Specialty stores catering to unwalled endeavors
For all that is outdoors — even a special newspaper section
Devoted to bows, and to bass and to waders

With cell phones and laptops and blackberry freedom
The office should move more outdoors
Better air, better attitudes, and better reception
Lower overhead, with high sky and a billion stars to savor
A broader perspective from a more global view

Treestand conferences and forest meetings
Flip-up cubicles on a hill, near a bubbling stream
Winter retreats reachable only by snowmobile
Executive negotiations in fur hats and camouflage
Nature’s touch for a better strategic plan

Next, a new newspaper section, “Business Outdoors”
Wouldn’t that be a step toward a better world?

by Brent L. Larson

Brent L. Larson is vice president for external relations at Heritage Community of
Kalamazoo. At home in Portage, he is trying to learn some new chords on a new guitar,
and prefers the acoustics outdoors.
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Playin’ The Blues
in Kalamazoo

By J. Conrad Guest
HE PAT ANSWER to just about every
aspiring musician’s question: “How
do I get to Carnegie Hall?” is prac-
tice, practice, practice. But, when Rex
Bell, president of Miller Davis

Company, picked up his first guitar, it was-
n’t with dreams of playing at that famous
New York venue, where the likes of Peter
Tchaikovsky, Igor Stravinsky, Maurice
Ravel, George Gershwin and Dave Brubeck
have all performed. Rex’s eyes do light up,
however, at the mention of the now classic,
Chicago, four-volume album recorded live
during a five-day, sold-out stand in the
early 1970s. “I loved that album,” he says.
“The extended guitar solos on some of the
cuts were phenomenal.”

As Rex thinks back to a time when
he counted his age in single digits, he
remembers a place in central Indiana
called Peru, which is near other not-so-

exotic Midwestern
towns, like Mexico,
Brazil and Chili. He
conjures up the
image of an older
cousin who in his
mid-teens looked like
Elvis Presley and
played guitar in a
garage band — and then he recalls his
dream. “I thought that was it for me,” he
says with a smile. “So my parents bought
me a Les Paul guitar, and I took some
lessons.”

Learning to play guitar in the late ’60s
and early ’70s had its upside — Rex had
the likes of Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton and
Terry Kath to emulate — but it also had its
downside: He had the likes of Hendrix,
Clapton and Kath to emulate. “It didn’t
take me long,” he admits, “to conclude

they were doing
things far beyond my
capability.”

But then he
heard B.B. King and
thought — “I can do
that,” and he was
hooked on rhythm
and blues.

“I remember very clearly — it was
the accessibility to his music. Prior to that
I was listening to the big names, and the
music was hard to play. Hearing B.B. King
was a turning point for me.”

By the time he was 14, Rex, now an
accomplished guitarist, was earning
money playing cover tunes of The Beatles
and Rolling Stones, having been asked to
join a band called The Burning Class. The
four-man group played all around central
Indiana — clubs, school dances and

T
The Approximations play at an area

nightspot. Rex Bell is on the left.

Miller Davis Company President Rex Bell.
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proms, and bars. “I was the youngest guy
in the band; I looked like a little kid,” he
says.

He also ponders the support his par-
ents gave him. “They had remarkable
trust and patience.”

His father took him to lessons regu-
larly and “endured it (the noise) when I
was in high school.”

Remembering those times fondly, he
thinks about the money he made. “We
were paid about the same amount then as
we get now — $150–$200 a night (divid-
ed amongst the group). It doesn’t pay
well.”

He proudly explains how he put
every bit of his earnings back into his
music. One purchase in particular is note-
worthy: “I would put my money in the
top drawer of my dresser, and when I had
enough, I had Dad take me to buy a new
guitar.”

Rex has always played by ear, never
having learned to read music, so interact-
ing with other musicians has often been a
sort of mutual admiration society. “I’m
impressed by their ability to read music,
and they’re often amazed by my ability to
play a tune by ear.”

Fast forward 40 years: No, it’s not
Carnegie Hall. It’s Francois’
Seafood and Steakhouse at the

picked up a guitar in years,” says Rex,
“really, since college, because of my
career.”

As he is about to explain, he deviates
to his “other self,” stating proudly that he
was the first member of the family to
attend college, and then quickly adds: “I
was an only child.”

He graduated in 1977 from Purdue
University with an engineering degree,
majoring in building construction/con-
tracting. Out of college, Rex landed a job
as a project engineer at the Michigan City
office of Miller-Davis, having been
attracted to the company because of their
good reputation for building and con-
struction.

“My first assignment was an $80,000
telephone switchgear building for
General Telephone.” 

Rex eventually moved to the
Kalamazoo office of Miller-Davis, where
he discovered he had a knack for num-
bers, specifically estimating. He worked
his way up to become vice president of
estimating, and eventually, in 1996,
became president of the company that
was founded as O.F. Miller Company in
1909 and incorporated as Miller-Davis
Company in 1936.

Staying off the music focus a bit
longer he proudly explains that Miller
Davis is a charter member of the
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corner of Michigan and Portage, one of
several performance locations. Don’t
expect long hair, exotic face paint,
tongue-wagging à la Gene Simmons, or
guitar smashing at the end of each set
(Rex winces at the mention of The Who’s
Roger Daltry’s onstage antics), but it is
Rex Bell playing lead guitar (now a
Stratocaster) for The Approximations, as
the bass drum proclaims with a tiny “+”
and “–” below the name. A five-piece
ensemble, The Approximations play
cover tunes by James Brown, Sheryl
Crow, Bonnie Raitt, Creedence
Clearwater Revival, B.B. King, and many
others, and can next be enjoyed by the
public at the Portage Eagles Aerie on
Shaver Road in Portage every weekend in
March.

How did his involvement in The
Approximations come about? “I hadn’t

“For me, it’s a good release.

I sometimes wonder about

the engineering connection.

Music and guitar are both

mathematical, and it is a way

for me to express myself.”
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Michigan Chapter of the Associated
General Contractors of America, and
mentions several awards for exceptional
projects constructed in Michigan.
Projects have included those for Pfizer,
Eaton Corporation, BorgWarner, Minute
Maid, Radisson Plaza Hotel and Suites,
the City of Kalamazoo, Borgess Medical
Center, Kalamazoo College, Western
Michigan University, and a host of others,
including Kalamazoo Regional
Educational Service Agency and area
schools.

Then turning back to his music dis-
cussion, he notes that many musicians —
composers especially — claim a correla-
tion between music and numbers. He
uses an example: “That’s why you have
composers like Beethoven, who was deaf;
but since he could see the notes, he did-
n’t have to hear them.

“For me, it’s a good release. I some-
times wonder about the engineering con-
nection. Music and guitar are both math-
ematical, and it is a way for me to
express myself.”

Rex throws out a name of one of his
favorite guitarists, Tommy Castro, “a
great blues player from California.” He
also remembers Terry Kath, the late origi-
nal guitarist from Chicago, commenting

that it was a dark day for him when Kath
shot himself. “I idolized Kath.”

But as to the origin of his involve-
ment with The Approximations: In 1997
Rex came home from work one day to
find his wife, Denise (a cellist in her
youth and whom he met at Purdue),
waiting with a newspaper clipping in her
outstretched hand. “‘Here,’ she tells me,”
Rex explains. “‘Take your guitar and
meet these guys. They’re expecting you
in about 40 minutes.’ 

“‘These guys’ ended up being the
Doster Dogs, and they were auditioning
for a guitar player. The Doster Dogs were
guys who worked for Upjohn, and they
played mostly birthday parties in and
around Doster.”

Evolving into Old Dogs, New
Tricks — from Doster Dogs — the band
morphed into The Approximations as
members left and replacements came on.
Eventually a group of them, including
Rex, sat around and brainstormed one
night, looking for yet another name.

It was then a hop, skip and a Pete
Townsend-like leap to The
Approximations, which they settled on
because they were committed to “getting
the songs close to the original.”

When performing, always in casual

Bell

The members of the Approximations include (left to right) Art DeMulder, Howard Hunt, Lisa Marie
Dorgan, Rex Bell and Dave Johnson.
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attire, Rex Bell looks little like the presi-
dent of a successful general contracting,
construction management, design/build
and construction consulting services
company. He doesn’t play with the youth-
ful élan of a Joe Satriani; but he obvious-
ly is having a good time. As he taps his
foot and nods to the rhythm of the
music, his left hand slides along the neck
of his guitar while his right hand picks
out notes raunchy enough to shake the
walls of a L.A. recording studio.

Art DeMulder, rhythm guitar, key-
boards and vocals, sounds as much like
James Brown as the Godfather of Soul
himself on “I Got You” (“I Feel Good”).
Art formerly played with the top-40 band
Montage, plays in a number of other area
bands, and also appears unplugged in a
variety of solo gigs around southwestern
Michigan.

Dave Johnson, bass, plays in a num-
ber of other bands with Art and spends
as many summer days as he can on his
sailboat in Saugatuck.

Howard Hunt, drums, earned a mas-
ter’s in music, taught public school for 37
years, and took drum lessons in his
youth from Bobby Davidson, a big-band
leader from a bygone era. Says Howard:
“Finally getting a chance to play rock-
and-roll with a group of younger, like-
minded individuals has been a dream
come true. It’s a rush playing songs I
grew up listening to as a kid.”

Lisa Marie Dorgan, vocals, joined
The Approximations two years ago, by
invitation. She pursued a bachelor’s in
vocal performance and theater at
Northern Michigan University. Now, with
a career in theater that spans more than
35 years, Lisa Marie is also the owner
and artistic director of Knockabout
Theatre.

Rex, now a prominent local compa-
ny CEO, a husband, the father to a mar-
ried daughter, Cile, and grandfather to
19-month-old Henry, must surely experi-
ence great joy and satisfaction over the
recovery of his nearly lost musical hobby.
After all, as we all know, you only go
around once — and it appears Rex wants
to do it with a guitar in his hands.
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Quality Cheese Can Make
a Recipe Sing

THE POPULARITY of specialty and artisan
cheeses has been booming over the last
few years. With this wide array of options,
any favorite recipe that requires cheese can
be improved. Don’t just utilize the same
old Swiss or cheddar; try a Swiss Gruyère
or super-sharp, aged cheddar. One of our
favorite local stores is still Bacchus Wine
and Cheese on Oakland Drive. Brian and
his staff are always helpful and knowledge-
able. Or, with Internet shopping available,

www.fromage.com
will overnight
many of these
unique cheeses to
your door.

Biting into a
hand-crafted
cheese for the first
time will start
your journey into
the world of inter-

esting and unique flavors, richness and
aromas. Wine and cheese pairing is an
easy option, but bringing these artisan
cheeses into your recipes is where the fun
really starts. Try a sandwich with some
crispy bread, prosciutto ham and some
rich and vibrant pecorino toscano!

Mayonnaise or condiments won’t be need-
ed on this snack. Also, mixed, wild salad
greens tossed with a light vinaigrette, fresh
fruit and crumbles of imported Stilton for
creaminess is an easy option. Or, when
thinking of soups, think Swiss Gruyère. It
may be “French” onion soup, but not
without the help of the Swiss.

Again, it’s all about the cheese. A
cook who spends the classic hour
caramelizing the onions for the soup can
develop great flavor, but if it’s topped with
an inferior cheese, the soup is like a flat-
tened soufflé. In a vegetable cream soup,
Gruyère is still the answer — once you’ve
made the soup and taken it off the heat,
stir in the Gruyère — and taste your
recipe go from good to great!

Specialty Cheeses

Fresh Mozzarella: Soft, white cow’s-
milk cheese with a mild flavor.

French Brie: A ripe cheese with an
edible, white rind and a cream-colored,
buttery-soft interior.

Parmigiano-Reggiano: A hard, dry
cheese made from skim or partially skim
cow’s milk. It has a rich, sharp flavor and
is usually used for grating.

Blue Cheese: An intensely flavored
cheese characterized by blue or green
veins of mold.

Cheddar: A firm, cow’s-milk cheese
ranging in flavor from mild to sharp and
in color from white to bright orange.

Feta: A classic Greek cheese made
with sheep’s or goat’s milk. Has a crumbly
texture and a rich, tangy flavor.

Swiss Emmental: A hard cheese with a
mellow, nutty flavor and marble-sized holes.

French Chevrè: A goat’s-milk cheese
with a tart flavor and a texture ranging from
moist and creamy to dry and semifirm.

Mascarpone: A soft, buttery-rich,
double- or triple-cream cheese made from
cow’s milk.

Provolone: An Italian cow’s-milk
cheese with a firm texture and a mild,
smoky flavor.

Manchego: A semifirm Spanish
cheese that has a rich, mellow flavor.

American Orleans: A strong, cow’s-
milk cheese similar to Limburger.

Estania: A Portuguese-style cheese
made in America.

Cambozola: A triple-cream, blue Brie
generally from Bavaria.

continued on page 60

Shawn and Terry Hagen
Bravo! Restaurant and Café
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Heart Disease:
Plumber vs. Electrician

HEART DISEASE is one of our nation’s top
killers. Many organizations are working
to increase awareness of this epidemic
and its effect on men, women, and chil-
dren. Emphasis is placed on reducing
risk factors, including but not limited to
smoking, obesity, high blood pressure
and high cholesterol. It is also important
to recognize that there are different
types of heart disease.

The heart is a muscle, kept alive by
blood flow through the coronary arter-
ies. This muscle is responsible for
squeezing, or contracting, in order to
pump blood to the body. The heart
knows when to squeeze as a result of
messages from its electrical conduction
system. Heart problems can occur when
there is damage to the heart muscle
from lack of blood flow through the
coronary arteries (the plumbing) or
when there is damage to the electrical
conduction system (the electricity).
There are different types of cardiac spe-
cialists who handle these different
issues. 

The coronary interventionalist is
like the “plumber,” working to make
sure the coronary arteries stay clear so

and attempts to restore the patient’s nor-
mal heart rhythm. Many patients who
have had heart attacks are at risk for
life-threatening arrhythmias. Therefore,
the plumber and electrician often work
together to decide when a patient needs
an ICD. 

A patient
may have a fast
heart rhythm that is uncomfortable, but
not necessarily life threatening: In that
case, the “electrician” has options. The
patient may be started on medication to
stop the fast rates, or the physician may
do a procedure call radiofrequency

continued on page 61

Joel H. Reinoehl, MD and
Christopher Rogers, DO.

the heart gets enough blood supply.
Coronary interventionalists perform
procedures such as percutaneous trans-
luminal coronary angioplasty. This
involves using stents or balloons to keep
the arteries open so blood can flow
through. These procedures are some-
times performed during a heart attack.
More optimally, the procedure is sched-
uled after a patient has had a stress test
showing lack of blood supply to certain
areas of the heart. Interventional proce-
dures often require at least an overnight
stay in the hospital. Sometimes it is nec-
essary for patients to have more than
one of these procedures in order to keep
their coronary arteries sufficiently clear.

The electrophysiologist, like an
“electrician,” works to make sure the
electrical conduction system is function-
ing correctly. The “electrician’s” job is to
help patients with fast or slow heart
rates (arrhythmias), which may be life
threatening or uncomfortable for the
patient. In order to protect patients from
life-threatening arrhythmias, the electro-
physiologist may implant an internal
cardiac defibrillator (ICD). This device
detects any life-threatening arrhythmias
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Dance

Dance Innovations — Featuring WMU’s
Dance Innovations and the University
Symphony Orchestra. Miller Auditorium,
WMU. Feb. 4, 8 p.m.; Feb. 5, 3 p.m. 387-
4667.
The Dance Forum — Featuring dancer,
choreographer and puppet-master
Christopher Williams from New York and
a diverse selection of emerging, established
and experimental choreography by region-
al guest artists. Wellspring Theater at the
Epic Center. Feb.17 & 18, 8 p.m.; Feb. 19,
2 p.m. 342-4354.
Wellspring Dance Day — A family event
designed for dancers and non-dancers of
all ages. Enjoy a performance by
Wellspring company members and try a
mini-dance. Wellspring Theater at the Epic
Center. March 5, 2–3 p.m. 342-4354.

Symphony

“The World of … Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart” — Maestro Raymond Harvey
explores the life and times of this great
composer through a variety of works by
the KSO plus a multimedia commentary
on the social, artistic, and cultural reali-
ties. Light Fine Arts Center, Kalamazoo
College. Feb. 5, 3 p.m. 349-7759.
Valentine’s Strings — Enjoy a noontime
Symphony Serenade by KSO members at
the Union Cabaret and Grill. Feb. 12,
noon. 384-6756.
KSO Pops @ Miller Presents: Jennifer
Holliday — This two-time Grammy®
Award winner is a riveting performer
whose soulful artistry brings audiences to
their feet. The KSO and the NAEA
Gospelfest Choir back Holliday’s powerful
voice. Miller Auditorium WMU. March 4,
8 p.m. 387-2300.
Classical Splendors — This KSO
Symphonic Series performance features
Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 17; Jeffrey
Siegel, piano. Miller Auditorium, WMU.
March 10, 8 p.m. 349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

University Jazz Orchestra and
University Jazz Lab Band — Enjoy jazz
at its finest by WMU musicians. Dalton
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 2, 8:15
p.m. 387-2300.
WMU Guest Jazz Artist — Featuring
Randall Kline, piano/composer. Dalton
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 3, 8:15
p.m. 387-4667.
WMU Faculty Recital — Featuring Yu-
Lien The, piano. Dalton Center Recital
Hall, WMU. Feb. 8, 8:15 p.m. 387-4667.
“Berlioz the Bear” — Children ages 2–6
can explore stories, hands-on activities
and music performed by the KSO’s
Burdick-Thorne String Quartet. Feb. 11,
10 a.m. Epic Center, 359 S. Kalamazoo
Mall. 349-7759.
Western Brass Quintet — Faculty Artist
Series performance. Dalton Center Recital
Hall, WMU. Feb. 12, 3 p.m. 387-4667. 
Concerto Competition Finals — The
WMU concerto competition finals bring
you music at its finest. Dalton Center
Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 12, 5:30 p.m.387-
4667.
Emerson String Quartet — Fontana
Chamber Arts presents one of the world’s
foremost chamber ensembles featuring
Mozart’s Quartet in C Major (“Dissonant”)
and Shostakovich’s String Quartet No. 10
in A-flat Major. Dalton Recital Hall, WMU.
Feb. 16, 8 p.m. 387-2300.
University Symphonic Band — Robert
Spradling conducts this WMU perfor-
mance. Miller Auditorium, WMU. Feb. 19,
3 p.m. 387-4667.
University Concert Band — David
Montgomery conducts the evening’s per-
formance. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 
Feb. 21, 8:15 p.m. 387-4667.
Faculty Recital — A WMU performance
featuring Lin Foulk, horn, and Deanna
Swoboda, tuba. Dalton Center Recital Hall,
WMU. Feb. 22, 8:15 p.m. 387-4667.

Performing Arts
Plays

“Dead Man Walking” — This piece
explores crime and punishment from the
viewpoints of perpetrators, victims, and
the surrounding community. York Arena
Theatre, WMU. Feb. 9–11, 16–18, 8 p.m.;
Feb. 12 & 19, 2 p.m. 387-3227.
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” —
Blending Shakespeare’s text with the music
of Mendelssohn, this comedy features
music by the Kalamazoo Symphony
Orchestra. Miller Auditorium, WMU.
February 17 & 18, 8 p.m. 387-2300
“The Underpants” — A delightful Steve
Martin comedy. New Vic Theatre. Feb. 10
& 11, 17 & 18, 24 & 25; March 3 & 4, 10
& 11, 8:30 p.m. 381-3328.
“the male intellect: an oxymoron?” —
Robert Dubac answers the age-old ques-
tion “What do women want?” His one-
man show tries to answer this question, as
he seamlessly transforms himself into five

alter egos — each
offering its own
brand of misguided
advice while strad-
dling the gender gap.
Miller Auditorium
WMU. March 7–9,
12, 7:30 p.m.; March
10 & 11, 8 p.m.;
March 11 & 12, 2
p.m. 387-2300.

Musicals & Opera

“Alladin Jr” — See your favorite Disney
characters in Agrabah, City of
Enchantment, where every beggar has a
story and every camel has a tail in this
Youth Theatre musical! Civic Auditorium,
329 S. Park St. Feb. 3 & 10, 7 p.m.; Feb. 4
& 11, 2 & 4:30 p.m. Feb. 5, 2 p.m., Feb.
8, 10 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.; Feb. 9, 10 a.m.,
12:30 & 4:30 p.m. 343-1313.
“Cats” — Don’t miss this compelling fable
about Jellicle cats that come together in
celebration of the Jellicle Ball.Civic
Theatre, 329 S. Park St. March 3 & 4,
9–11, 16–18, 8 p.m.; March 12, 2 p.m.
343-1313.

“About the time 
we can make 
ends meet, 

somebody moves 
the ends.”

— Herbert Hoover 

Eventsof
Note
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Ruth Elizabeth Davis renamed herself
Bette after French author Honore de
Balzac’s character, Cousin Bette. First
appearing off-Broadway in 1929, the fol-
lowing year Bette Davis had a screen test
for Samuel Goldwyn. When she failed it,
the gain was Universal’s. She passed their
screen test and was signed to her first
contract, appearing in 87 movies, while
battling with studio heads over issues
like  the right to work for others, work-
ing conditions for actors and actresses,
and, of course, money. Davis received 11
Oscar nominations for best lead actress
and won twice. She is also responsible for
giving the Academy Awards their nick-
name. When Davis won her first in 1935,

she joked during her acceptance speech
that the statue’s backside resembled that of
her first husband, a high school boyfriend
named Harmon (“Ham”) Oscar Nelson, Jr.,
a musician. Over time, with her beautiful
eyes and haunting characterizations, Davis
became an icon of independence and indi-
viduality for women everywhere.

Tropical Paradise — The Kalamazoo
Concert Band performs, with special guest
WMU Jazz Quartet. Miller Auditorium,
WMU. Feb. 25, 8 p.m. 387-2300.
Stefon Harris and the Western Jazz
Quartet — Fontana Chamber Arts in col-
laboration with WMU Jazz Invitational
sponsor this performance. Dalton Recital
Hall, WMU. March 20, 8 p.m. 387-2300.

Vocal

WMU Young Concert Artists Series —
Featuring Anton Belov, baritone voice.
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 7,
8:15 p.m. 387-4667.
WMU Opera — Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to enjoy Verdi’s opera “Falstaff.”
Dalton Center Multi-Media Room, WMU.
Feb. 9–11, 8 p.m.; Feb. 12, 3 p.m. 
387-4667.
Gold Company Miller Show — The 28th
annual performance by WMU’s award-win-
ning Gold Company. Miller Auditorium,
WMU. Feb. 11, 2 & 8 p.m. 387-4667.
High School Choral Festival — Don’t
miss these wonderful young performers.
Light Fine Arts Building, Kalamazoo
College. Feb. 23 & 24, 9 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
337-7407.
Young Vocalist Competition — College
and high school vocalists from Michigan,
Indiana, Ohio and Illinois compete and
perform in concert. Light Fine Arts
Building, Kalamazoo College. March 4,
9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 337-7407.

Miscellaneous

Stulberg International String
Competition — Master classes for violin
and viola; March 3, 3:30– 5:30 p.m.
Competition semi-finals, March 4, 9
a.m.–12 p.m.; 1–4 p.m. Competition
finals, 7–8:30 p.m.; March 4. Master class
for cello, March 5, 12–2 p.m. Dorothy U.
Dalton Center, WMU. 343-2776.

Visual Arts
WMU Department of Art
387-2455:

Painting — Walter Darby Bannard,
University of Miami. Gallery II, Sangren
Hall. Through Feb. 20.
Jewelry and Metals — Robert Ebendorf,
East Carolina University. Gallery II,
Sangren Hall. March 6–23. 

WMU Student Art Gallery,
East Hall:

Photography — “Rhizome/Reliquary,” by
Rose Swartz. Feb. 6–10. B.F.A. photogra-
phy-degree candidate.
Painting — AquaBrational ReCreation by
Debra S. Wade. M.F.A. degree show. Feb.
13–17. Erin LaRocque and Lisa Reardon.
March 6–10. B.F.A. degree shows.
Sculpture — Domestic Art, Diandra
Sherman, B.F.A. sculpture degree show.
Feb. 20–24.

Photography/Sculpture — Bradley Post
and Evan Barr. Feb. 20–24. Heather
Kowalski. March 6–10.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

Energy and Inspiration: African-
American Art — Enjoy these works from
the KIA’s Permanent Collection. Through
April 8.
From Goodnight Moon to Art Dog: The
World of Clement, Edith and Thacher
Hurd — Exhibition looks at the work of
two generations of children’s authors and
illustrators who influenced children’s liter-
ature for 60+ years. Through March 19.
KIA Art School Faculty Exhibition —
View 60+ works in a variety of media
including painting, drawing, photography,
printmaking, jewelry, ceramics, sculpture,
glass and fiber. Through March 19.

(continued on page 36)

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS
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Ask us for help…
we’ll hear you.

•Trusted by doctors and patients
since 1942

•Hearing tests, hearing aids for all ages

•Certified, experienced audiologists

Call 269.343.2601
or visit www.cbrown.org
1634 Gull Road • 4855 W. Centre Ave.

We Make Custom Videos and Multimedia

Fast & Affordable
Corporate Video Presentations
Digital Video & Non-Linear Editing
Interactive DVD & CD Creations
Historical Photo/Video Tributes
www.absolute-video.com • PRICES ON-LINE!
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MONDAY–FRIDAY, 9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M., (269) 343-1000Tom Sielatycki, owner

(continued from page 35)

ARTbreak — A series of informal educa-
tional programs, including: KIA instruc-
tors Vicki VanAmeyden and Joshua
Diedrich discuss their own creative work
and approach to teaching; Feb. 7. A video
highlights African-American Richard
Mayhew’s artistic journey, from a portrait
painter and medical illustrator to his land-
scapes; Feb. 14. Chicago filmmaker Mark
Mamalakis focuses on the works of 12
Haitian artists; Feb. 21. A video docu-
ments the story of African-American
painter William H. Johnson and his rise to
the challenges of European Modernism
and his vision of the African-American
experience. Bring a lunch to these 12:15
sessions.
Art & All That Jazz — This informal
event combines great art with live music
and free beverages and hors d’oeuvres.
Music by the Kruziki Transatlantica
Quintet. Feb. 10, 5–7 p.m.
Story Hour — Enjoy stories and songs
from books featured in the KIA. For kids
3–5. Feb. 11 & 18, 11:15 a.m.
Kalamazoo Art League lecture: “Trees,
Topiary and Tea” — Guest lecturer and
topiary artist Matthew Larkin discusses
private and public topiary works through-
out the country. Feb. 15, 9:30 a.m.
Teen Filmmaker Festival — Free public
screening of entries in the Teen Filmmaker
Festival. Audience members pick “people’s
choice” awards. March 3, 7–9 p.m.

Miscellaneous

Art Hop — View the works of local artists
in a casual, fun atmosphere. Local
venues/galleries in downtown Kalamazoo.
Feb. 3 & March 3, 5 p.m. 342-5059.

Literary Events
Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809

Reading Together Kickoff — Narrator
Tom Stechshulte will read selections from

Eventsof
Note
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Congratulations and thank you to
the tens of thousands of generous
donors that contributed to the
record-setting $10,347,925 that
was raised through the Annual
Community Campaign.

Whether funding programs
administered by area Member
Agencies, leveraging additional
resources, securing grants, leading
or partnering in community
initiatives or organizing volunteer
resources, you GKUW is committed
to multiplying your investment
and positively impacting lives in
your community.

www.KalamazooUnitedWay.org

Together we are changing the

human condition.

“The Things They Carried” and discuss
the craft of being a professional reader.
Feb. 15, 7 p.m.
“Going to the Dogs” — Enjoy stories,
crafts and a short film for families featur-
ing Art Dog, the superhero canine muse-
um security guard created by author/illus-
trator Thacher Hurd. Kalamazoo Public
Library. Feb. 25, 10:30 a.m.
Tim O’Brien Visit — Tim O’Brien, author
of “The Things They Carried,” visits
Kalamazoo. Book signing, Kalamazoo
Public Library; March 21, 4:30–6 p.m.
Public lecture, Miller Auditorium, WMU,
March 21, 7 p.m.

Museums
Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Julie Austin and David Mosher — This
family concert by winners of the Parent’s
Choice Award will have you dancing in
the aisles. Feb. 4, 1 p.m.
Solve the Mystery — Use math and sci-
ence to solve museum mysteries. Learn
how to collect data, analyze clues and
solve crimes. Feb. 11, 1–4 p.m.
Stories Come Alive — Let your favorite
books inspire your creative side. Markers,
glue, craft-sticks, and more are sure to
offer new perspectives on great old stories.
Feb. 25, 1–4 p.m.
Carrie Wilson, International Storyteller
— Carrie Wilson captivates your imagina-
tion with creative tales from around the
world. Feb. 25, 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555:

Naval Aviation Air Exhibit — Don’t miss
this display of watercolor, oil and ink
paintings depicting the Naval Air program
— from pre-flight school to combat — on
loan from the U.S. Navy. Through Feb. 15.
Air Zoo Close Up — A 10-week course
will be offered for adults (16+) to examine
and learn about 20 different types of air-
craft. Through March 22. Call for details. 
Air Zoo Winter Music Weekends —
Local bands — including several high
school bands — will perform a variety of
music including band, big band and jazz.
Weekends in February. Information on
bands and times available at
www.airzoo.org.

Nature
Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Squirrel Science — Learn about squirrels
and why they do the wacky things they
do. K–2nd grade w/adult. Feb. 11,
10–11:30 a.m.
Ancient Micro Worlds — Journey back in
time to learn about the creatures that
formed the fossils displayed in KNC pho-
tos. Feb. 12, 1–4 p.m.
Furry Friends — Learn about critters like
mice, squirrels and bunnies. Kids 3–5
w/adult. Feb. 14 & 25, 9:30–11 a.m.
Snowshoe Demo — Want to try snow-
shoeing? Come learn about the latest tech-
nology! Feb. 18, 12n–4 p.m.
Birds of Prey — Get up close and person-
al with a live falcon, hawk and owl! Fun
for all ages. Feb. 24, 7–8:30 p.m.
Bears, Oh My! — Learn about grizzly,
black and polar bears during this hands-on
interactive family program. Feb. 26,
2–3:30 p.m.
Maple Sugar Magic — Tap a tree, place
the bucket and listen to the sap drip!
Adults, 50+. Feb. 28, 11–12:30 p.m.
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ATE MELVIN keeps wait-
ing for the real world to
show up. He went out
looking for it a few times,
but that didn’t work. So

recently he’s been taking life as it comes,
which has often meant in the past cou-
ple of years that he’s ended up on stage.

Nate began to be really noticed in
the Kalamazoo theater scene with the
title role of Buddy Holly at the Civic
in the fall of 2004. He spent the fol-
lowing summer with the Air Zoo
Players, portraying a U.S. sailor telling
the story of World War II’s Jimmy

Doolittle raid over Tokyo, and he also
played an early stunt pilot looking for his
co-pilot bear. In October 2005 he per-
formed at the Whole Art Theater as a
half-naked rock star singing a torch song
for a never-quite-made-it transsexual
rocker suffering from a botched sex-
change operation. And recently he played
the role of an 8-year-old boy (with a
much-practiced high-pitched voice in
“Mrs. Cratchit’s Wild Christmas Binge.”

At 25 Nate still has much to explore
in theater, but he’s had a good run so far.
He has been a regular on Kalamazoo
stages since 2003, and in May of 2004

Nate Melvin’s “day job” is working with patrons of the Kalamazoo Air Zoo.
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he joined the staff at the Kalamazoo Air
Zoo (recently promoted to customer ser-
vice specialist). His stage and museum
work converged this past summer with
the formation of the Air Zoo Players, a
small troupe of actors who portray his-
torical and fictionalized characters to
give life and context to the exhibits on
the floor. 

Performing is part of Nate’s family
history, and he credits that for developing
his artistic side.

“My family has always been pretty
artful,” he said during an interview at the
Air Zoo. “I grew up in a musician house-
hold, so we all were kind of involved
with music early on.”

His father, Tim Melvin, became a fix-
ture on Kalamazoo stages and bandshells
as a drummer for the jazz band Pieces of
Dreams, performing with the group for
25 years. His mother performs in a
church choir, and she also plays piano
and flute. 

Nate describes his brother, Peter, 23,
a corporal with the Marine Corps in Iraq,
as an “amazing guitar player.” Nate’s sis-

ter, Aubrey Sky, 21, is a singer-songwriter
of Christian music who released an
album, “I’d Say.”

“Music has always been available to
us,” Nate said. “It was always just a
given.”

That explains Nate’s own musical
background, but he wonders a little
about how he gravitated toward theatrical
performances.

“I remember the first audition I went
to; I was so embarrassed.” This was at
Vicksburg High School when Nate tried
out for a part in an Agatha Christie mys-
tery. “I read once, and then I just walked
out. And somehow the director thought
it would be a good idea to put me on
stage.

“I was a little, skinny kid. I still have
the tapes for that. I can’t even recognize
my voice.”

But this first play opened up a new
world for him. 

“It was so much of a social thing, he
explained. “It was so much fun. I did
every show that was available. We did
two shows a year in high school. I con-

tinued on as a hobby. I still do.”
In his first year of college at Western

Michigan University, Nate said he did
four shows at the Kalamazoo Civic. 

But then he entered a period of
denial. Others call it getting a degree.
Nate went to Florida to earn his in film
and video production, and concentrated
on video production when he returned to
Kalamazoo.

“I didn’t do a whole lot of theater. A
show here, a show there,” he said. “My
mind set was: ‘I got to grow up and put
this behind me and go to work.’ I was
miserable.”

When he found himself burned out
working in video after a couple of years,
Nate began passing up gigs and returned
to theater. 

“I couldn’t stand it. I started itching
again.”

Scratching that itch included audi-
tioning in the spring of 2003 for the title
role in the musical “Buddy: The Buddy
Holly Story,” which the Kalamazoo Civic
was putting on the following September.
Mychelle Hopkins, who had previously

Playing the lead role in the Kalamazoo Civic Players’ 2004 production of “Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story” is what Nate Melvin calls a break out role for him.
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directed him in “Guys and Dolls,” urged
him to try for that role. 

Nate won the part, and spent the
summer preparing for it.

“First off, I downloaded every Buddy
Holly song I could get a hold of. I made a
CD of all of them, and put it in my car
for four months,” Nate said. “I got some
archival footage of him, just a little clip of
him playing the Ed Sullivan Show, and I
got to use a little bit of that for some of
his characteristics. I found an interview
with Dick Clark to use a little bit of his
voice. Luckily, I was about the right body
type. He was probably taller than I was.

He was more lanky.”
The preparation paid off, and he was

a hit as the 1950s rock star.
“That was a breakout role for me,”

Nate said. “That was a great deal of fun
for me. It got me back to playing guitar.”

It also put him on stage nearly non-
stop. He performed in five shows in the
Civic that season, and continued the fol-
lowing season. Among his roles in 2005
was that of Orin the Dentist in “Little
Shop of Horrors,” which he described as
“a nice creepy role.”

Nate also began to branch out
beyond the Civic, becoming involved

with the “Whole Art Theater and doing
two shows with the New Vic Theater” —
”The Drawer Boy” and “Rounding
Third.”

Clearly, the hobby was turning into a
passion for Nate. But there was still that
nagging issue of a career, or at least a job.

“It started becoming a real priority
to find a day job so I could do this at
night,”  he said. “When I was working, I
was working at Pfizer in a day job that I
didn’t necessarily like.” 

Not to worry, however. “I started
right at their merger, and I was out with
their first cut.”

During the summer of 2005 Nate Melvin worked
as a member of the Air Zoo Players. One of his
roles was Bobby Barrington; a fictitious 1920s
barnstormer who claimed his co-pilot was a bear.

Nate’s girlfriend, now fiancée, enjoyed her roles
as a member of the Air Zoo Players last summer.

Nate found playing Orrin the dentist in “Little
Shop of Horrors” to be a “nice creepy role.”

Melvin
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With that narrow escape, Nate was
again looking for that day job that wasn’t
going to get in the way of his theatrical
pursuits — and it didn’t take long.

“Shortly after that, the Air Zoo
opened (its new building) and I got in
here.”

It seemed like a perfect day job,
working on the museum’s floor staff
around the exhibits of exotic and his-
toric planes, getting to wear funky ties
to work, and being involved in an insti-
tution that had a natural appreciation
for creativity. Clearly, this job wasn’t
going to interfere with his nighttime

pursuits in theater.
But what he didn’t realize was that 

a year later his passion for theater would
become part of his day job at the Air
Zoo.

The museum was looking to put
some human interaction with the visi-
tors, and after considering several
options, Lynn Jacobson, already on the
staff at the Air Zoo but also possessing a
background in theater, presented the idea
of creating the Air Zoo Players.

“We were on every day during the
summer. We played three to four charac-
ters apiece every day, so we got a work-
out,” he said.

“I played two fictional characters.
One was a sailor that was on the Hornet
in 1942 when Doolittle flew off for his
raid.”

Jimmy Doolittle is famous for lead-
ing a group of B-25 bombers off the deck
of the aircraft carrier for the first bomb-
ing raid on Japan, including Tokyo. In
that role, the sailor tells of the beginning
of the Doolittle mission as they took off
early in the middle of a storm.

“Nate has a way of being totally
open, and incredibly personable, and 
this character needed to come up to you
and say: ‘Do you know what happened?
Have you heard? Have you heard?’”
Jacobson said.

But as the sailor tells the story, it’s
only the beginning. The last he saw the
B-25s, they were flying off toward Japan.
“But I don’t know what happened,” the
sailor tells his audience. “Have you
heard? Have you heard?”

“Nate was able to make the transi-
tion from an excited sailor telling of the
events he saw, to one desperate to know
the outcome,” said Jacobson about his
audition. She said Nate drew from his tal-
ents as an actor and “almost a dancer of
sorts — in such a fluid way — that I
knew he would be able to take this and
get the emotion, do a total 180 and bring
it all the way back. It was so much fun to
watch him do it.”

The other character he played was a
fictitious barnstormer of the 1920s
named Bobby Barrington, who talked
about a real-life barnstormer, Roscoe
Turner.

“Basically he was a toy for the kids,”
Nate said. “Roscoe Turner was an early
stunt flier who made it a gimmick to fly
with a lion cub as his co-pilot. We wrote
Bobby to be a sort of shadow for that. He
had a bear co-pilot named Dante. He was
very robust. We had kids running around
looking for his bear. So both of these
characters were a lot of fun.”

The roles began as monologues, with
Jacobson writing the sailor’s role and

Michael P. Martin and Nate Melvin are very good
friends, Air Zoo co-workers and have performed
together in local theater productions.
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The plan we had was to memorize a cou-
ple of 8-to-10-page monologues,” Nate
said. “The first couple of days we got out
there, people weren’t interested in that.
As soon as they figured out you were say-
ing something from memory, their eyes
glazed over and they weren’t interested.”

So the actors switched to more
improv, loosely based on their scripts.

“We started being very conversation-
al (to) get people into it,” Nate said.

“People were much more into it, and
people had a lot more fun.”

Nate anticipates the return 
this summer of the Air Zoo Players’
roles, which ended on Labor Day. He
continues, however, on the museum
staff in the attractions area (recently
promoted to customer service specialist)
during the winter season.

But while it’s the off season for the
Air Zoo Players, it’s the main season on

Nate writing the script for Barrington.
“He sat down and took about a week-

and-a-half to two weeks” to come up with
a script, Jacobson said. “The thing about
Nate is that he makes it happen no matter
where he is; you can see him making it
happen. And that’s the fun.”

But this time Nate and other mem-
bers of the troupe had to make their
characterizations happen without a stage.

“We didn’t know what to expect.

Visitors to Kalamazoo’s Air Zoo
come to see the planes and
expect to view movies, check out

the rides, and in some fashion learn
about history.

What the visitors to the museum
south of the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek
International Airport may not expect are
people stepping out of history to talk with
them about the lives and characters
behind these planes and the paths they
followed through the development of avia-
tion. But museum visitors began having
those conversations last spring when the
Air Zoo Players, a troupe of six actors (a
seventh was added later), rotated on the
museum floor daily until Labor Day, por-
traying 1920s stunt fliers, early women
aviators, World War II pilots, and more.
Some were historical figures and others
fictional characters representing those
who witnessed the history.

Lynne Jacobson, artistic director,
explained that the actors, doing their own
research, have dug deeply into the history
of their characters to make them come to
life. Their monologues present a part-
improv, part-scripted look into aviation’s
past and engage visitors in something
more than: “Wow, look at that plane!”

“They have all been invited back,”

Jacobson said, confirming that
visitors will be in for the same
treat again once the seasons
change.

“We’ve picked up another
player, Eli Rix of Kalamazoo,
whose expertise is improv.” 

Functioning initially as a seasonal
repertory troupe, the Air Zoo Players has
also developed an outreach program for fall
and winter months to perform their roles in
schools and other area organizations.

Jacobson, who was hired to be an
operations manager just as the museum
was looking for “role players,” has a back-
ground in theater. She immediately real-
ized that the museum staff, though it had
a good concept, did not have a full under-
standing of what they wanted.

“It seemed like there was a language
barrier between the theater and the avia-
tion museum, so one day I just got up the
moxie to say: ‘Guys, if you want help with
this, I can do this.’ I wrote up a proposal
... and they said go for it.”

Jacobson gained much of her theater
background in Chicago. “I’ve been a the-
ater rat for a long time, for a real long time.
The real passion for creating theater started
in the Chicago area, and here I learned to
have a passion for bringing theater to peo-

ple who aren’t usually exposed to it.”
The actors she brought together pri-

marily come from the Kalamazoo area. 
“They all have some experience and

training in improv,” she said. “We didn’t
have anybody last summer whose forte
was improv, but they all did a very fine
job. All of that was because they knew
their characters so well.” 

Members of the troupe were Nate
Melvin, Angie Gundrum, Michael Martin,
Kristin Greer, Joe Johnson and Dan
Carroll. Melvin was already on the muse-
um staff when the troupe was formed, and
he, Gundrum and Martin had previously
performed together in a Chuck Bentley
production at the Whole Art Theater.
Greer (originally from Chicago), Johnson
and Gundrum are all students at Western
Michigan University.

Before the season, Jacobson prepared
written monologues and skits on events of
historical significance. “We have historical
figures like Harriet Quimby, played by

The 2005 Air Zoo Players were Joe Johnson, Michael Martin,
Nate Melvin, Angie Gundrum, Eli Rix, Kristin Greer and Dan
Carroll.

Melvin
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other Kalamazoo stages. Nate appeared in “Hedwig and the
Angry Inch” that opened at the Epic Theater in October. His
character, Tommy Gnosis, goes from a shy Army brat to a
punk-rock star who in a climactic scene comes out wearing
only tight black shorts to belt out a song in tribute to the
transsexual title character.

Other roles this season include the 9-year-old Ebenezer Scrooge
in “Mrs. Cratchit’s Wild Christmas Binge” and the lead in “Ebenezer,”
performed for the New Year’s Fest. In addition, he recently
played in the Civic’s “Zombie Prom,” a play which he describes
as “being like ‘Grease,’ but with a dead guy. I play the dead guy.”

Gundrum, who was the first woman to fly solo over the English
Channel, and Bessie Coleman, the first African-American
female to receive a pilot’s license, played by Kristin Greer. Joe
Johnson portrayed the characters Col. Ben Davis and “Lucky”
Lester of the Tuskegee Airmen. 

Fictional characters include a man named “Victor,” played
by Michael Martin, who retells the story of being a child at the
time of the Berlin Airlift.

Jacobson said she added three more characters to the Air
Zoo Players repertoire after seeing the talent during the audi-
tion: Wilbur Wright and Dan the Air Zoo Poetry Man, played
by Carroll, and the fictitious, flashy Bobby Barrington and his
Barnstorming Bear played by Melvin. 

“What’s fun for me, and I think for them as well, is that the
characters are dynamic in nature,” Jacobson said. 

“The Air Zoo Players, by re-creating the flamboyant char-
acters of aviation’s past, add value and realism to an already fab-
ulous experience at the Air Zoo,” said Bob Ellis, executive direc-
tor of the Air Zoo.

The result, he said, was just what the museum was looking
for to achieve its mission — bringing history to life.

The Air Zoo Players will be holding auditions for nonequity
actors on April 8 and April 9. For further information, call 
382-6555, ext. 131, or email ljacobson@airzoo.org.

Joe Johnson, Nate Melvin, Angie Gundrum and (kneeling) Michael
Martin performed as the flight crew of a modern aircraft carrier in one
of their role-plays as Air Zoo Players.
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Coming up in March is “Wild Oats,”
at the Whole Art Theatre, where he plays
Muz, and he has signed on with The
New Vic as a company member for vari-
ous roles during the rest of their 2006
season. 

So far, at least, Nate has avoided
being typecast, which makes his pick for
his dream role — Harry McAffee, the
father of a distraught, teen-age girl in
“Bye Bye Birdie” — so surprising.

“There’s a certain aspect of it that’s
very cheesy, but I consider that very com-
ical as well, and I like that aspect. He’s
one of the tops in American theater. He’s
such a good character — Paul Lynde
played him in the movie,” Nate
explained.

“I’ve always found supporting roles
(to be) a lot more fun,” he said. 

Nate also freely admits to a prefer-
ence for musicals. 

For the record, the list of adjectives
that could be used to describe his recent
“Hedwig” role probably doesn’t include
cheesy. Nate tried to refine his answer to
his favorite role a few days later by
adding the distinctly noncheesy
“Assassins,” by Stephen Sondheim, and
“City of Angels” to the shows in which
he’d like to perform, but McAffee was the
dream role that jumped out of his mind
without having to think about it first.

Nate admits that a lot of the good
things have happened in his life
without his having to give living

a lot of thought. “I will say that, honestly,
looking at it, things have really dropped
into place. They could very easily drop
out of place ... I do believe that every-
thing happens for a reason — everyone
you meet. I truly believe my life has gone
that way so far. There are fates, and we
go by those.”

Nate questions the wisdom of
depending on fate rather than taking a
conscious lead in his own life: “But I’m
also very happy where I’m at. There was
a point before the Air Zoo where it was
exactly the opposite. I wasn’t doing the-
ater. I was doing a job I didn’t like. I was
driving this beater car.”

Melvin
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That was the time when he was con-
fronting the real world, trying to estab-
lish his career.

“I was in a very big pit. I got back
into theater. I began working here. I’ve
been with Angie, my fiancée, for a year-
and-a-half.” He and Angie Gundrum, to
whom he has been engaged since
December, is also a member of the Air
Zoo players. They met doing theater
(that fate thing working again) and are
already parents — to a six-month-old
pug named Carlo, “their little Italian
boy,” said Nate, laughing.

“I’m driving a Kia, which is a great
car for me. It’s a great point of my life,”
he said.

Yet he resists the idea of following
his passion for theater down a profes-
sional path.

“I couldn’t handle it if I got into it
(as a career) and started hating theater. I
think you appreciate it more if you don’t
look at it as such a serious thing, if you
don’t have to look at it as: ‘I have to find
another role so I can eat, or pay the
rent.’”

He also fears that following theater
as a profession would lead him out of
Kalamazoo, and that’s not a path he
wants to take.

“The places where you would be
compensated for that, New York, L.A.,
Chicago, it’s so much of a competitive
market. There are so many people who
look at Kalamazoo as simply a spring-
board, who say: ‘I say I need to get out of
Kalamazoo and do some real stuff.’
There’s so much art in this community
that I think people overlook that too
much. I love this community for how
many theatrical facilities there are, how
many opportunities. There’s always
shows to be doing.”

But can he go on without a defined
career, just letting opportunity happen
upon him? How long will he be satisfied
driving a Kia? After all, he turned 25 in
December.

“There are times, of course, where I
go: ‘I really need to find a path, a direc-
tion.’”

Nah.
Of course I know where I’m going! We have GPS.
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IXTY-FIVE long years had not     
dimmed the memory for William 
Lewis Baby of that balmy morning

in May, 1830, when the runaway slave,
known only as Andrew, made his appear-
ance. Eighteen-year-old William, scion of
a distinguished French Canadian
family — fur traders, jurists and a politi-
cal office holder — was residing with his
brother, Charles, in the ancient Baby
mansion located on the Detroit River in
Sandwich (now part of Windsor).

The brothers were intent on cutting
a supply of their esteemed asparagus,
tender pale-purple stems the thickness of
a finger and four or five inches tall, when
a young man walked into their garden
and asked if they were in need of a ser-
vant. Impressed with his manner and
appearance — finely chiseled features
with a bronze complexion and bright,
hazel eyes — the Babys asked him his
story. He replied that he had run away
from his master in Kentucky. Arriving the
previous night in Detroit, he had crossed
the river to freedom as soon as possible
and had been directed to the mansion for
employment.

To have stayed in Michigan territory
would not have been wise for a runaway
slave in 1830. Three years before, the
Territorial Legislature had passed a law
requiring all “black people to register at
the county clerk’s office.” Those without
“free papers” would not be permitted to
reside in the territory. Furthermore, all
free blacks were required to post a $500
bond to insure their “good behavior.”

On the other hand, Upper Canada
(so called because it lay on the upper
reaches of the St. Lawrence River) —
often well in advance of its southern
neighbor on social issues — had, begin-

ning in 1793, become the first British
possession to provide legislation that ulti-
mately abolished slavery altogether.

That same year the U.S. Congress
passed the infamous Fugitive Slave Act.
In 1826, Secretary of State Henry Clay
sought extradition of the fugitive slaves.
The British government refused, citing
“property in human beings was not rec-
ognized by the laws of Canada, and every
slave entering the province became free
immediately, whether he had been
brought there or had come of his own
accord.” The Baby brothers pressed their

Early Detroit No Haven
for Runaway Slaves 
By Larry Massie

S visitor, whose tinge of negro blood had
decreed him a slave, on the details of his
escape.

As William documented in his auto-
biographical sketch published in 1896,
Andrew replied: “In the dead of the night
I mounted my master’s fleetest horse,
passed the line (Mason-Dixon) in Ohio,
and traveled on the underground railroad
(in its incipient state in 1830), got to
Cleveland and then Detroit.”

William asked him his occupation.
“My master hired me to a stone and brick
mason, and when master of my trade and

This 1845 pictorial sheet music depicted a stylized runaway slave.
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of age took building contracts, made lots
of money, and so I left him with barely
clothes to cover me, as you see. In my
youth I was brought up to do all kinds of
work, now in the kitchen, then in the
garden, and again in the stable as groom.
My mistress, being a French lady, prided
herself on being a famous cook, and
taught me how to prepare game and veg-
etables, in the proper way.”

The Babys, who had been roughing
it as bachelors, wasted no time in hiring
the lad, directing him as his initial task to
prepare a meal of asparagus and the half-
dozen woodcocks they had shot in the
marshes south of the city. Andrew passed
well that test of his skill — serving the
birds, done to a turn, on buttered toast
with their trail (intestines) mounded
beneath in the haute cuisine fashion. The
ex-slave proved “a treasure, respectful,
cleanly, capable, lithe and active as a pan-

ther,” and he became a friend as well as
an employee. 

About six months later came a
knock on the Babys’ door. There stood a
tall slender man, dressed in gray suit and
broad-brimmed, white-felt hat with cord
and tassel in place of a hat band — the
classic garb of a Southern planter. Upon
entering, the imperious stranger had to
be reminded of the propriety of removing
his hat indoors. He got right to the point:
“I have reason to believe you have a run-
away slave in your employment, and
being a horse thief, I suppose you would
be glad to get rid of him. In Michigan I
could claim him, but in Canada your
laws are different, I am told.”

The Kentuckian then offered the
brothers $2,000 to help him secure his
property. Charles replied: “We don’t
barter in human flesh in Canada; your
proposition I look upon as an insult, and

the sooner you get out of this country
the better for you!”

ut William decided to let Andrew 
determine if he wanted to return 
to his master. After assuring him

that he was in no danger, he led him to
confront his former owner, who immedi-
ately accused him of stealing his favorite
horse. Andrew admitted that he had
escaped by riding bareback on the mount
but after 25 miles had sent the horse
back home. No, he would not return
with him: “Never! The punishment I
would receive at your hands would be
death.”

The planter left, gritting his teeth
and muttering a threat. Andrew then told
his benefactor what a desperate brute the
Kentuckian was; that he had witnessed
him beat to death a colt that would not
follow him without a halter. 

Constructed around 1750, the Baby mansion stood on the Canadian bank of the Detroit River.

B
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The brothers moved Andrew to an
interior bedroom, and instructed him to
load the three shotguns within, and if
anyone dared to open the door, “blow
out his infernal brains.” For the succeed-
ing two weeks the Babys and several
friends stayed up late at night keeping
vigil in Andrew’s defense. When no
attempt was made, they let down their
guard.

Little did they know that spies from
the Detroit side watched their every
move and had noticed that Andrew was
usually left alone at home on Sundays
when the Babys went to church. The
planter hired five Detroit hooligans,

crossed the river in a rowboat and landed
on shore a couple hundred yards from
the mansion.

Charles, who for some reason had
not gone to mass that Sunday, heard a
commotion. Running out to the yard, he
saw the thugs trying to bind the strug-
gling Andrew hand and foot. He snatched
up an ax handle and went at the
scoundrels “with the will of a tiger.”

Andrew wrenched himself free, and
the two ferociously fought the six attack-
ers; yet they could not prevail against
such overwhelming odds. Fortunately, a
passing troop of British cavalrymen
returning from church came to the rescue.

Detroit as seen from the Windsor side of the Detroit River in 1826.

William Baby’s 1896 recollections included a sketch of the battle against the slave hunters.
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The ruffians fled to the boat “as if
the devil were after them” and quickly
rowed back to Detroit. William returned
from church to find Charles and Andrew
at the gate, “a sorry looking pair, truly;
covered with dirt and blood, the clothes
nearly torn from their backs, faint and
exhausted, but neither seriously hurt.”

Realizing that Andrew could never
be fully safe so close to Detroit, the
brothers paid him his salary and addi-
tional funds raised from their friends and
put him on a stage for Little York (now
Toronto). The Babys remained in contact
with him over the years as the ex-slave
prospered in his permanent place of
refuge.

As the decade of the 1830s wore on,
and with the arrival of numerous Quaker
settlers, who were intrepid advocates of
the antislavery movement, the Michigan
branches of the underground railroad
developed into major thoroughfares for
runaway slaves seeking refuge in Canada.

Detroit, however, remained a prob-
lem. In 1833, a pair of slave hunters
arrived in Detroit intent on apprehending
Thorton Blackburn and his wife, Ruthy,
who had escaped from a Kentucky plan-
tation two years before. At the
Southerners’ request, Detroit Sheriff John
Wilson arrested the runaways and lodged
them in the city jail. A number of local
blacks visited the Blackburns in jail and
one, Mrs. George French, exchanged
clothes with Ruthy, and she made her
escape. Without enough evidence to
prosecute her, Mrs. French was released.

The following morning Thorton
Blackburn was to be turned over to the
slave hunters on the deck of the steamer
Ohio docked in the river. A crowd of
local blacks armed with clubs assembled
in the street before the jail, and when the
sheriff attempted to transport Blackburn
to the vessel, a melee broke out. One of
the mob was shot and the sheriff fatally
wounded. Blackburn and his rescuers
escaped during the pandemonium, made
their way to a waiting boat and crossed to
Canada. 

The city erupted into “The First
Negro Insurrection in Detroit.” Armed
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white mobs roamed the streets. Black
men and women, some who had not par-
ticipated in the violence, were arrested
and thrown in jail. The U.S. Army was
called out, and troops patrolled the
streets to restore order. The riot inspired
a mass black exodus to Canada.

Detroit officials attempted to con-
vince the Canadian government to extra-
dite Blackburn as the killer of Sheriff
Wilson to no avail. He and his wife set-
tled in Toronto where they became
respected members of the community.

By 1860, the eve of the war that
would tear the nation asunder over slav-
ery, thousands of refugees from the South
had made their way along the Michigan
spurs of the underground railroad to
Canada. Wayne County’s black popula-
tion had reached 1,673, the highest con-
centration in the state, followed by Cass
County’s 1,368 black residents. In 1863,
when President Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation took effect (the year of the
terrible slaughter at Gettysburg), another
race riot broke out in Detroit.
Precipitated by a black man’s alleged
attack on a white girl but fueled also by
local resentment over being drafted to
fight to free slaves, the lawlessness left
several blacks dead and hundreds home-
less. Seven years later, the girl admitted
she had lied about the attack, and her
victim was released from Jackson Prison.

The year 1925 brought more racial
violence to Detroit when Dr. Ossian
Sweet and family moved into a white
neighborhood. In 1943, amidst World
War II, another savage race riot erupted
in the Motor City. The hot summer of
1967 saw the city again in flames — the
violence quelled only with the arrival of
the 82nd Airborne. The eight-day-long
race riot resulted in 43 deaths, thousands
more hospitalized, 1,700 stores looted
and 1,383 buildings burned. That tragic
episode gave impetus to the white flight
to the surrounding suburban communi-
ties that has left Detroit with a predomi-
nately black population. In 1974 the city
that once offered little comfort for black
refugees elected Coleman Young its first
black mayor. 
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F YOU WERE on the village
Historical Commission and wanted
to choose the best person to write
its history, who would you choose?

A historian? A writer? Or, maybe, a vet-
erinarian?

The latter probably works best only
if the veterinarian under consideration is
Arle Schneider, and the village is
Vicksburg.

His “A Tale of One Village,
Vicksburg, Michigan, 1831–2000,” a
469-page tome, won a 2005 State History
Award from the Historical Society of
Michigan. It is a painstakingly detailed
yet readable book, destined to be the
source all researchers will turn to for the
low-down on southern Kalamazoo
County for that 169-year-long period.

But how could this 86-year-old
retired veterinarian, whose writing 
experience had previously been limited
to school papers (or so he claims), sud-
denly transform into both historian and
writer? Chronological is probably as
good a way as any to tell his tale.

Herbert Arle Schneider was born
October 10, 1919, the only child of a
lumber broker, who lived to age 104.
Young Arle doesn’t seem to have lacked
much as he was growing up, except 
possibly company, and his ability to 
be comfortable being alone became a
hallmark of his adult life, one which is
invariably remarked upon by people
describing him.

Another huge influence was the fact
that young Arle always had a horse or a
pony of his own. He spent chunks of
time alone with a pretty, chestnut mare
named Betty B. “I’d get up on the horse
and play the sweet potato (a type of wind
instrument),” he remembers. “But I don’t
think she liked it much because she
always put her ears back.”

That early, boy-horse relationship
probably played a role in Arle’s desire to
become a vet, though if you ask him
today why he chose the profession, he’s
likely to explain it like this: “I never did
like people. Animals love you; they don’t
cheat you. Might kick you once in a
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Arle Schneider’s 
history of Vicksburg, 

“A Tale of One Village,”
won a 2005 State

History Award from
the Historical Society

of Michigan.

By Kaye Bennett

Margaret and Arle Schneider, Christmas 2005. Arle Schneider spent four years researching and
writing this historical account of the Village of
Vicksburg.

I
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while, but people are work.” 
Here Margaret, his wife of 66 1/2

years, instantly chimes in merrily: “Yes,
Herbert Arle never was much of a people
person.” 

While Arle was growing up comfort-
able and secure and on horseback in
Grand Rapids, the girl who would
become his life-long mate had a far 
different childhood. Margaret Larmour
was born in 1920 in Battle Creek. When
she was just 5 years old, her parents
divorced, and she saw her father only one
time after that.

Margaret’s mother traveled across the
country, finding whatever work she could
to support herself and her only child.
They lived in Missouri, Kansas,
Oklahoma, California and, at one point
and for just a short time when Margaret
was a teenager, in East Grand Rapids,
Mich. 

Arle Schneider, now a high school
senior and hobbling to school one day on
crutches (the indomitable Betty B having
fallen on him), spotted a new girl 

walking along the street. “I’d never seen
her before, and I knew I had to check up
on her. I’d never seen anybody like her
before.” Arle found a friend to introduce
him, and all was well. 

Margaret remembers that after she
moved to Battle Creek from Grand
Rapids: “He kept calling and coming
down and taking me to shows. I wasn’t
supposed to go, as I was a Seventh Day
Adventist.” He was not (and is not today)
a man to give up easily. Or ever.

Admitting to having been somewhat
coddled as a youngster, he says: “I had a
driver’s license at 14; I had a horse; I
knew I could always go home.” But even
as a 14-year-old, Schneider liked to chal-
lenge his own limits. “I wondered if I
could make it on my own, so I hopped a
train in Grand Rapids.”

The resulting experience taught
Schneider that he could make it on his
own, if he had to, as well as a few other
lessons, such as:
• Milk trains go very slow. This is bad, if

you’re trying to get somewhere.

• Passenger trains go very fast.
• Passenger trains don’t stop very often,

and when they do, it might just be for
the railroad detective to apprehend a
young stowaway from Grand Rapids.

• In those days, youngsters being held in
the Kalamazoo juvenile home who
were in solitary confinement received
their meals through a slot in the door.

• From the window of the juvenile home
cell, a prisoner back then could watch
children — free children who had not
hopped onto passenger trains — play-
ing in a nearby cemetery.

Arle’s parents forgave him for the
incident, and he came back home, that
particular character-building experience
complete.

His eye was fixed on vet school at
Michigan State, but Arle used
the $50 his parents gave him as

a high school graduation present for one
more fling. He left home once again,
found his way to the Big Apple (Did they
call New York City that back then?), and

Margaret Schneider poses for this 1939 photo at
Miller Lake in Indiana.

By the time he was 18, Arle Schneider had learned the ropes of hopping rides on
freight trains.
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got a job in a hamburger joint at 52nd
and Broadway, across the street from
Minsky’s burlesque, which was advertis-
ing Gypsy Rose Lee on its marquis.

From New York, the young
Michigander hitchhiked to Alabama;
then, putting his prior experience to
good use, he rode the freights back — to
be with Margaret.

Could anyone doubt what would
happen? The couple became engaged in
1938 and were married in 1939 — two
only children who weren’t planning to be
alone again.

Veterinary school at MSC (not yet a
university) was a five-year course, start-
ing with first-year anatomy, where
Schneider recollects dissecting a horse.
(What would Betty B have thought about
that?) As Arle was developing his animal
health skills, world events were steadily
deteriorating. He graduated in 1942 and,
as a healthy 22-year-old, naturally
assumed he would be going into the
Army.

At that time, however, each state
had a Procurement and Assignment
Board, which determined where the
state’s doctors, dentists and veterinarians
should be sent to work. A little town in
southwest Michigan had recently sent 
its only veterinarian to war, and local
farmers had written to the board,
requesting a veterinarian to care for
their livestock.

So the Schneiders went to Vicksburg. 
In June 1942 the couple moved to a

red brick house at 412 South Main St.,
which would be both their home and the
clinic for the next 10 years. The house
had two front doors: one for the family to
use and one for the clients.

Within a few months, Margaret
would become the first family member to
appear onstage in Vicksburg, performing
in “The Male Animal,” produced by 
legendary Vicksburg teacher Mabel
Hawkins. This would pave the way for
more than 60 years of involvement in
local theatricals and musicals by one,
two, three or four of the Schneiders.

Margaret helped with the practice

for the first 30 years or so and remem-
bers the earliest days. “There were no
cages. We’d send the animals home at
night.” The first animal Arle cared for at
the house, says his wife, was a pig. “He
brought it up from the basement, across
the dining room, through the bedroom
and into surgery with the pig squealing

and moving its bowels all the way.” She
pauses. “That was as close as we ever
came to divorce.” Then: “I wouldn’t trade
him for anything. He’s so funny.”

The Village of Vicksburg, meanwhile,
was used to its veterinarian being a jack of
all trades. During The Depression years,
its previous vet, Dr. Shafer, also sold insur-

To paraphrase: “It takes a village
to raise — a village.” At least
that’s been the experience in

Vicksburg, where hundreds of mem-
bers of the local citizenry, population
2,300, have been involved in quite lit-
erally raising an historic village on the
edge of town.

Executive director of the Historic
Village, Ruth Batts, and Historical
Society members Bonnie Holmes and
Maggie Snyder recount the genesis of
the project.

One of the earliest champions for
a Vicksburg historic museum, they say,
was Esther Rasmussen, wife of
Vicksburg physician Leo Rasmussen.
Her dream dated back to the 1960s
when she began collecting items from
local residents and storing them in her
garage.

Meanwhile, trains were discontin-
uing their Vicksburg stops, and the
Union Depot building, which had
opened in 1904 and for many years
served as the central meeting place in
town, was abandoned. At one time, 16
passenger and 50 freight trains per day
stopped at what is now Vicksburg’s
Depot Museum.

Determined to save the building
and at the same time help clean out
the Rasmussens’ garage, a group led by
Warren Lawrence, retired educator,
past president of the Vicksburg
Historical Society, past chair of the
Vicksburg Historic Village Committee,

and former owner of the Vicksburg week-
ly newspaper, began a quest that resulted
in acquiring the building from the railway
company for one dollar.

Fortunately, said Lawrence, the brick
building, though filthy and buried under
coats of paint, was sound and had not
been ruined or substantially altered
through the years. Vicksburg High School
building trades instructor Jim Bach
brought in his students and scraped,
cleaned, painted and brought the depot
up to speed. Now, Lawrence points out,
those students are 40-year-olds who bring
their families to the museum.

The new museum was dedicated in
June 1990 in a ceremony that Esther
Rasmussen, terminally ill by that time,
rallied to attend.

Talk of expanding the project to
encompass a whole Historic Village soon
began, and Brady Township and the
Rasmussen estate donated land next to
the depot museum.

In the early 1990s, the museum
began its expansion, acquiring a boxcar

A Celebration of
Local Roots

By Kaye Bennett

The old train depot near the northeast corner of
the Village of Vicksburg is home to the
Vicksburg Historical Society. It is immediately
adjacent to the ambitious project of creating a
“historical village.”

Schneider
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ance and coal to make ends meet. It
would be a new experience for the towns-
people — to have him make his full-time
living caring for their animals.

Early on, Arle’s was mostly a large
animal practice, but through the years, his
patients shrunk, so that by the time he
retired, he treated solely small animals.

Arle’s opportunity to join the
Army did eventually come.
When Vicksburg’s original vet

came back,  Arle applied for the Army
and served, from 1946–1948, in “a dream
job.” In his younger days, Arle had some-
times taught horseback riding at Lake of
the Woods summer camp in Decatur.”

mantled by an Amish work team,
who then reassembled it on the
Village site in a traditional barn rais-
ing, held October 15, 2005, and fol-
lowed by a farm dinner served by
historical committee volunteers to
workers and the public.

Future plans call for adding a
grist mill and a church to the village. 

To keep the Historic Village vital,
the group believes it must be activity
oriented. The barn will become home
to a permanent FFA (formerly called
the Future Farmers of America) exhib-
it, chronicling that organization in the
Vicksburg schools and the develop-
ment of agriculture in the area.

Family activities are being
planned for the first Saturday of each
month, starting in April. A plow and
plant day will be held in conjunction
with June’s Old Car Festival. Other
topics to be celebrated throughout the
year include oldtime music, Native
American culture, one-room schools,
family histories and the Civil War.

Local resident Bob Merrill donated an old barn for inclusion in the his-
torical village. It was dismantled and is being rebuilt on the new site.

and a caboose. In 1996 the Strong school-
house, circa 1902, which had sat on Silver
Street south of Vicksburg, was donated by
two local families. 

Today the Historic Village includes,
in addition to Strong School:
• The Express Office, a reproduction of

the original freight shipping office,
which houses some displays and offers
much-needed storage space 

• The newspaper office and print shop,
with some of the original presses (still
in working order) of the town’s news-
paper, the Vicksburg Commercial,
established in 1879.

• A gazebo that will serve as the focal
point of the Historic Village.

• A farmhouse and windmill, donated by
the Oswalt family and moved to the
Village with funding from the
Vicksburg Foundation. Restoration and
painting of the house have involved
dozens of local individuals and busi-
nesses.

• An 1870s-era barn, donated by Bob and
Peg Merrill. The barn was recently dis-

We publish the work of local poets in
each issue. Please submit poetry to
Encore Magazine for consideration.
Include a short personal profile and
phone number. You will be contacted
before poetry is published.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com



56 E N C O R E  •  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 6

“God, the 
girls were
good looking,”
he recalls.
(Margaret
looks appro-
priately
shocked.)

So when
it came time
to fill in his
resume for the
Army, almost as a lark he listed as a pro-
fessional experience: “teaching horseback
riding,” which garnered him an assign-
ment to report to the Presidio of San
Francisco, at the base of the Golden Gate
Bridge. He was ordered to report to the
Sixth Army Headquarters, where he was
immediately named veterinary detach-
ment commander.

At this point, Lt. Schneider took his
first sergeant upstairs and confidentially
asked the man to teach him how to
salute.

Arle’s was to be in charge of the 30
horses; he rode every day, and taught offi-
cers’ wives and children and civilian per-
sonnel on the base to ride. He also start-
ed a small-animal hospital on the base,
one in which he would ultimately lose a
boxer puppy to distemper. The puppy,
unfortunately for Schneider, had been a
gift from Secretary of Commerce Averell
Harriman to Gen. Mark Clark. Clark’s
wife did not take the loss of the dog well,
but Clark himself was gracious to the
Michigan vet.

For the whole time he served in the
Army, says Arle, he asked himself: “How
did I get such a cushy job?” His was an
atypical military experience, he says. “I
never had any shots, I never got any dog
tags, and I went riding every Sunday in
Golden Gate Park.”

But even cushy tours of duty come
to an end, and in 1948 the Schneiders
returned to Vicksburg. They spent the
next few years building the practice and
their marriage, before daughter number
one, Gretchen (now a mother of two and
living in Chicago with her husband) was
born in 1949. Margaret explains that they

had decided from the beginning to have
two children, since Gretchen, the off-
spring of two only children, would not
even have aunts, uncles or cousins to
keep her company. Two years later, Tina
was born.

In 1951, the family had moved from
“412” to a more spacious home they built
on W Avenue, across the street from
Vicksburg High School. But the clinic
was still right next door. Tina says her
father’s profession shaped her childhood,
and likely her own career choice, since
Tina Forsyth is now a dog groomer,
working out of her father’s clinic since
his retirement. “He did everything,” Tina
says. “He de-scented skunks, and once he
even spayed a white rat that belonged to
the daughter of the Vicksburg superin-
tendent of schools.” Tina recounts that
her dad worked every day of the week —
but he still made time to eat dinner with
the family every single night.

According to Tina, her father never
watched television. He was a reader and a
thinker, instead. Tina says that, for many
years, her father belonged to a group
called the Great Books Society, in con-
junction with which he read the classics,
then met monthly to talk about the
books and the ideas they inspired. 

Arle taught his children, and showed
them by example, that, throughout life,
people occasionally come across certain
truths that are so important and so all-
pervasive that they’re at the core of all
religions and ethical systems. He called
them “wildflowers,” and they include

beliefs such as treating others as you
want to be treated. Tina said, “He always
told us there weren’t many of these wild-
flowers, but when we found one, we
should grasp it and build our lives
around it.”

While the girls were growing up,
Arle was becoming more deeply involved
in the life of the community whose ani-
mals he vetted.

A member of the Vicksburg school
board for 15 years, he was its president for
12 of those. Lloyd Appel, retired family-
practice physician, served on that board
with Arle, starting in 1972. Lloyd remem-
bers how he took his board responsibili-
ties very seriously. “Arle always has an
opinion and is not afraid to voice it.”

Other community contributions
include being instrumental in raising
money to erect a new hospital building in
the 1960s — and involving himself in
The Vicksburg Rotary Showboat for the
past 52 years, which has raised nearly
half a million dollars for Rotary projects
ranging from local to global. 

By year two Arle was the Showboat
general chairman, and then he spent the
next half century in a variety of roles,
including script writer, stage director,
stage manager, scenery designer and his-
torian. Lloyd credits the success of
Showboat to Arle Schneider, whose push-
ing and shoving, he says, gave the project
the impetus it needed to survive.

Arle’s Showboat contributions tend
toward the wild and oftentimes harrowing.
He has personally been lashed to a spin-

Knowing the delivery of a calf can be a
messy job, Arle Schneider removed his

shirt before starting.

Then Capt. Arle Schneider used a human splint
on this dog while serving in the Army in 1948.
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The journey of life presents a different
road for each of us. We understand.

Our services are as personal
as your experience.

Talk to us.

Hospice Care of Southwest Michigan.
We are a part of your community.

A part of your life.

www.hospiceswmi.org

269-345-0273

A part of your community.

A part of your life.

ning Showboat paddle wheel, has
flown across the stage when he was
well into his 70s, and once was
unintentionally left hanging on a
ladder. Lloyd recalls another show:
“One year in a doctor skit, Arle was
so true to life that he accidentally

made an incision in (fellow Rotarian) Walt Morris’s belly.” In
1996 Schneider won the Vicksburg Rotary Award for
Outstanding Contributions to the Community.

The Rotary Club led to another interesting chapter in the
Schneider family life. In the mid-50s, Rotary sent two foreign
exchange students to Vicksburg, one of whom ended up living
with the Schneiders. It was the beginning of an intercultural
relationship that would go on for many years.

As the 20th century drew to a close, Arle knew he had a
difficult decision to make. He was almost 80 and felt
he should have already retired. “I didn’t have the new

equipment, and I wasn’t keeping up on the new techniques,”
he said. He admits he was “terrified” by the thought of retiring. 

“I always thought Arle would never retire. I figured he’d
be bored and get on everybody’s nerves,” laughed friend Lloyd.

Arle called friends for advice on how to be retired. One told
him to plan a day around meals and naps and TV — but that
was not going to be the stuff of an Arle Schneider retirement.

Still, on December 31, 1995, at 6:00 p.m., he left the clin-
ic, shut the door, “and that was it,” he said.

A few months later, a call came from Bonnie Holmes, on
behalf of the Vicksburg Historical Society. Would he agree to
write the ultimate history of the village?

Of course not, promptly replied Arle. Why on earth did
Vicksburg need a history book, and, besides, he certainly didn’t
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While stationed at the Presidio of San
Francisco, Capt. Schneider spent many
hours riding Taps and other horses that

were under his charge.

Schneider’s many years of involvement
with the Vicksburg Rotary Showboat
included playing Dastard Lee Greedy,
here with Paul Jones as Yosemite Sam,
in the 1995 production.
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know how to do it. (On this last point,
Arle’s memory may have been faulty.
Friend Lloyd tells of a script they worked
on together in 1972, to commemorate
the centennial of Vicksburg. That particu-
lar history “played rather loosely with the
facts,” admits Lloyd.)

Bonnie persisted, and eventually
Arle, sensing the project could be his way
to a retirement that was more interesting
than naps and television, said yes.

The rest is — well — history.
Arle spent the next four years totally

consumed by the project, haunting
libraries from Fort Wayne to Lansing,
immersed in birth records, tax records,
deeds, maps and genealogy records. He
hung out in local cemeteries — and 
completed his draft of the book in 2000,
delivering it to the Historical Society’s
Maggie Snyder.

“I never heard another word,” he
said, and waited for the next step, 
grumbling about how slow the editing
process was. Urging the Historical
Society to get the book to print, he
advised them: “I just hate the word
‘posthumous.’”

In November 2004, Holmes called to
say the book was ready. Within a month,
all the hardcover copies sold out, and
sales of the paperback edition continue
to be brisk.

The book has been well received,
earning its author not only the State
History award but also the 2005 Leland
& Doris Eldred Weick Award for Local
Historic Preservation.

The book’s done now, and Arle vows
he won’t write any more. What then will
keep him from being bored and “getting
on everybody’s nerves?”

The answer is to be found in boxes
at the Historical Museum. Contained in
the boxes are thousands of historical
photographs of the area, taken from the
files of former Vicksburg Commercial
editor/publisher/owner Meredith Clark.
Valuable photographs have no value if no
one can identify them, and who better to
take on the task than Arle Schneider,
Vicksburg’s veterinarian, historian, writer,
actor, philosopher, and wildflower.

Schneider
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but the joints were hand-hewn with
chisels, mallets, adzes, and draw knives.
And the labor was human, as a dozen
men and women hefted framed bents
into place with pike poles. 

While key members of this team
were Tillers personnel, many who
helped were new to the task. And that’s
where heritage enters this story, for the
Tillers’ people were orienting newcom-
ers to their craft, teaching techniques,
not only to preserve but to carry on tra-
dition. 

Under a colorful canopy of golden
oak leaves from which bronze-toned
acorns rained when autumn’s wind
whistled through towering tree tops, the
band of workers framed the barn in 3.5
days, from concrete foundation to loft
peak. They talked and laughed, carved
and shaved, hauled and hoisted, fitted
tenons into mortises, and pounded
wooden dowel pins to hold it all togeth-
er. Thus, they demonstrated the practi-
cality of such construction, for, devoid
of nails — steel or liquid, hammered or
pneumatically injected — this barn can
be easily dismantled, moved and
reassembled, if necessary. 

At night, the workers sated
appetites with home-cooked meals,
eaten under the heavens in a rustic set-
ting. Talk over the dinner table and
around an open-pit fire with its black-

skillet cookery was of the day’s
progress, tomorrow’s tasks, and an
upcoming barn dance when the job was
done, for such a social event was also
part of 19th century community 
tradition.

Conversation on this Kentucky
knoll was spurred by the people who
commissioned Tillers International to
raise the barn, a couple entrenched in
Civil War re-enactment. By its nature,
re-enactment is another method for
sharing heritage with those who would
not otherwise know of black-powder
rifles and cannonry, of bivouacked
encampments around a battlefield with-
in earshot of an enemy’s mournful
mouth harp. 

So, when you see farmers working
with draft animals and homesteaders
building barns with brawn, when you
experience Tillers’ rural heritage on its
450 acres of rolling terrain of woods,
open areas for forage and pasture, and
an old water-driven grain mill, you will
come to appreciate them as innovative
practitioners who demonstrate and
experiment with tried-and-true practices
of old. 

Oh, and when you look at the list of
upcoming events at Tillers’ web site —
www.tillersinternational.org — you will
find opportunities to raise a barn right
here in Scotts this year. Interested?

Building on Tradition at
Tillers International
Story and Photos by Robert M. Weir

The distinction between preserva-
tion and heritage is the differ-
ence between keeping artifacts as

they once were versus building on tradi-
tion. And using tradition as a source of
innovation is the purpose of Tillers’
International in Scotts, Mich. 

Yes, on the surface, when you visit
Tillers’ farm at Cook’s Mill, 10515 East
OP Avenue, you see people, many of
them in their teens to 30s, planting and
harvesting crops with draft animals —
sans fuel-fed tractors, of course. You see
people employing skills common to the
1800s, such as blacksmithing, cooper-
smithing, woodworking and stone
masonry. 

But, when you look deeper, you see
heritage being passed on. Tillers’ experi-
enced craftspersons share knowledge,
not just for fun, but for practical, mod-
ern usage. Students then add innova-
tion, advancing old-time techniques into
more sustainable methods of agriculture
to be applied both here in the United
States and in the world’s developing
countries. 

Barn raising is an example. In late
October, a team of craftspersons from
Tillers ascended a Kentucky hilltop to
raise a barn — the old-fashioned way,
using post-and-beam, mortise-and-tenon
construction. The oak timbers and pine
boards had been rough-sawn in a mill,



(continued from page 10)

At the turn of the century the dune was a
round knob completely covered with shrubs
and trees and stood about 234 feet high. Its shape and
thick vegetation gave it a dark, shaggy appearance. The
Chippewa Indians long ago referred to the dune as the
“Bear,” which it is still known as today. During most of
the 20th century, water and wind erosion have been at
work on the dune. By 1961 the dune had eroded to 132
feet in height, and by 1980 it was down to 103 feet — a
loss of 131 feet in 80 years! Throughout time the dune
has had periods of tree and vegetation cover. Then, as
more sand moved in and buried the vegetation, the dune
became more barren. Today there are trees and shrubs
covering the sheltered portions of the dune, but much of
the sandy landmark lacks vegetation to help stabilize the
eroding sand. If present erosion trends continue, it is
only a matter of time before this Michigan landmark
completely disappears.

Cabralles: A Spanish sheep’s- and
cow’s-milk cheese often wrapped in chest-
nut leaves.

Sheep’s Milk Cheeses: Characterized
by a salty flavor, these cheeses include
Romano, which is a hard, aged cheese,
and ricotta salata, a younger, creamier
cheese.

Mountain Shepherd: Only available
during certain times of the year, this semi-
soft, sheep’s-milk cheese is made in
Vermont.

Vacherin: Made in France and
Switzerland, this soft-ripened, washed-
rind cheese has a soft, Brie-like texture
and strong flavor. It often comes wrapped
in spruce bark.

St. Marcellin: A rindless, runny, soft-
ripened cheese with an intensely rich,
strong flavor.

Pave d’Affinois: A double cream,
cow’s-milk cheese with a white rind and a
buttery, creamy texture.

Pleasin’ The Palate
cont. from page 30
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Stay Tuned
cont. from page 31

ablation to cure the fast rhythm.
Ablation is a relatively low-risk proce-
dure and requires an overnight stay in
the hospital. The patient generally has
no long-term effects from this proce-
dure.

Coronary interventionalists and
electrophysiologists typically work
together in cardiac patient care. Both of
them are cardiologists, each with further
training in the particular field of exper-
tise. These two distinct specialties are
important for heart patients, because,
when it comes to our hearts, it’s impor-
tant for all of us to have effective
plumbing and electricity.

Joel H. Reinoehl, M.D., is an electrophysi-
ologist, and Christopher Rogers, D.O., is a
coronary interventionalist. Both are cardi-
ologists at Advanced Cardiac Healthcare,
P.C., 601 John St., Suite 100, Kalamazoo.
(269) 373-1222.
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Tim Fielding knows the power of

relationships. Although he’s been in the

electrical business for years, he’s new to

Kalamazoo. So when the New Englander-turned-

Michigander purchased DMS Electric Apparatus

Service here in town, he looked for a bank that made

him feel right at home. Here’s what Tim has to say about

Long-term Orientation.
“I want a bank that’s with me for the long haul — an

old-fashioned bank, one that puts people first. While

searching for a bank in Kalamazoo, I had four on my list.

When I walked into Irwin Union Bank, it was like settling

in next to a warm fireplace. The people of Irwin Union

listened to me - they truly cared about my banking

needs. I knew I had found my bank. It’s been almost

two years since I first walked in Irwin Union’s door,

and I’m proud to say that my bankers are also my

friends. I wouldn’t want it any other way.”

555 W. Crosstown Parkway in Kalamazoo

269.383.7010  |  www.irwinunion.com
Member FDIC.

©2003 Irwin Union Bank. 

Guess
WHO

Answer to

Mariette Lemieux

human-service agencies, holding leadership positions for
Special Days Camps that provides camping experiences for
children with cancer, for Parents of Children with Cancer in
Southwestern Michigan, the Mad Hatters, Hackett Catholic
Central High School, St. Joseph Catholic School, the Christian
Education Commission, the Dads Foundation, Serenity House,
and a Junior Achievement company. She currently serves on
the board of the AED Fund of Kalamazoo County.

Married for 40 years, the bilingual, dual-citizenship
Lemieuxs raised two children, Dan and Nikki. Five grandchil-
dren complete their immediate family.

Born in Berthier-sur-Mer in Quebec and raised in Quebec
City, Mariette Lemieux has called Kalamazoo home for nearly
32 years.

The Lemieux family moved to Southwest Michigan in
1974 when husband Bob, then affiliated with the Detroit Red
Wings organization, was assigned to the then brand-new
Kalamazoo Wings franchise. While Bob served as the K Wings’
first coach and general manager, Mariette managed the ticket
office and handled promotions for the fledgling hockey club.

Once that phase of their lives ended, she joined Jim
Gilmore Enterprises in 1981, first as assistant to the organiza-
tion’s chairman, then as its vice president and eventually as
executive vice president. Gilmore designated her to replace
him as chairman and chief executive officer of his companies,
duties she has filled since 2001 after his death in an automo-
bile accident.

Throughout her three decades as a Kalamazoo resident,
Mariette “the paramedic” has been a life-saver for many
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Costume and props courtesy of Brian Scribner (left), Life EMS Ambulance.
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Your Imaging Leader.

KNI/Southwest Mighigan Imaging  . 1700 Gull Road  . Kalamazoo, MI 49048  . (269) 342-1099  . www.kniimaging.com

First MRI in the region. First to go filmless.

First to be JCAHO accredited. First to

transmit images over the internet. Virtually

every MRI advance in Southwestern

Michigan has been pioneered by KNI. Now

serving the region at two locations,

including the new NeuroInstitute of

Southwest Michigan, KNI brings you the

first and only open MR magnet in the

region. Improved comfort for patients.

Great diagnostic information for physicians.

Philips Panorama 1.0T MR system


