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“I think the universe is teeming with all kinds of
 energies that are just waiting to be discovered.”

– John E. Fetzer
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“Trust is in our name for one reason. 
We earn it.”

— William D. Johnston, President and Chairman

Financial Security from Generation to Generation
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When you have a building constructed, you depend
upon a construction company to actually live up to
these words. CSM Group has a reputation for doing
just that. As Construction Management specialists, we
have the expertise to make solid decisions. Owners
trust our judgment—and we earn their trust every day.

It’s performance that generates customer loyalty. 
Let us earn yours.They’re just words, until the 

millions involved are yours.

Judgment.
Integrity. 

Professionalism.

Galesburg, MI • Grand Rapids, MI
www.csmgroup.com • info@csmgroup.com

A recent column in another locally produced publication listed 
many interesting things to buy and where to get them. While I found 
the column fascinating, I came away with a bit of an empty feeling be-
cause so many suggestions directed readers to buy products online. I 
know online shopping offers certain conveniences, but before we click 

that little mouse so often, we should remember 
what local businesses mean to our community.

Local business is the heart and soul of any 
community. Owning and operating an inde-
pendent business can be very rewarding, but 
Internet shopping and big box stores and chain 
restaurants put more pressure on these small 
establishments every day. The people who own 
these enterprises are our friends and neighbors 
and need our support now more than ever.

My top 10 reasons to patronize local businesses first are:

1. Keep the money local. A study in Maine found that $45 of every 
$100 spent in a local store goes back into the regional economy 
while only $14 of that $100 spent at a chain store stays in the area.

2. Generate more tax revenues. Local businesses and business own-
ers pay all local and state taxes while Internet sellers and national 
chains may avoid some of these.

3. Buy what you want. Many small businesses offering a wide variety 
of products will ensure you can find what you want much more 
effectively than some chain’s national sales plan.

4. Get better service. Local businesses know they must provide 
exceptional service to get you back because they are seldom able to 
compete on price alone.

5. Invest in the community. People who live here, raise families here 
and are interested in the long-term future of the community are the 
owners of our local businesses.

6. Create more jobs. Nationally and locally it continues to be true that 
small businesses create the majority of new jobs, and local busi-
nesses are more loyal to their employees.

7. Support community groups. In Portland, Ore. and Philadelphia, 
Pa., officials have estimated that local business owners contribute 
250%–350% more to area nonprofits that non-local businesses.

8. Improve the environment. Locally owned businesses are more 
likely to be downtown or in existing commercial corridors rather 
than in fringe areas, so there is less sprawl and loss of rural habitat.

9. Enhance tourism. A community with many unique shopping and 
dining opportunities is more attractive to tourists than one with 
standard national chains.

10.Attract entrepreneurs and young professionals. Entrepreneurs 
and highly skilled workers are more likely to invest and settle in 
a community that has one-of-a-kind businesses and a distinctive 
character.

It would be wrong to interpret my comments to mean that I don’t 
believe there is a place for national chains or Internet shopping. Both 
are great alternatives when something is not available through a local 
concern, but shopping and dining in the businesses owned by local 
people will pay dividends that we will appreciate for many years after 
the national chains have lost 
interest in this market.
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Whether you are just starting out or have 
an established portfolio, we can help. 
Because you are at the center of 
all we do. Call today.
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T h e  L e g a c y  o f  J o h n  e .  f e T z e r

xPLORATION AND discourse. 
Service and action. Unity 
and diversity. Individual and 
community. Transformation 

of self and society. These word pairs 
— some seemingly dissimilar, but all 
connective — describe the concept of 
“living the work and being the change 
we wish to see” that is practiced and 
advanced, encouraged and funded by the 
Fetzer Institute. 

Located at 9292 West KL Avenue, 
the Fetzer Institute is the creation of 
John E. Fetzer, a pioneer broadcaster 
and renowned businessman who was 
born in Indiana and made his home in 
Kalamazoo. In his octogenarian years 
in the 1980s, Mr. Fetzer divested his 
ownership of the Detroit Tigers major 
league baseball team and his broadcast 
holdings, which included Kalamazoo’s 
WKZO radio and television stations, and 
then endowed the Institute with more 
than $150 million.

That gift of a life’s worth of finan-
cial resources to advance the frontiers of 
thinking and technology regarding inner 
communication and outer action was 
also Mr. Fetzer’s gift to the world, for he 
believed “that a healthy, whole, positive 
and productive person is the first step 

toward a healthy global community.” That 
quotation, which appeared in the March 
1988 Encore three years prior to his death 
at age 89, continued: “The health of mind, 
body and spirit is the first move toward a 
planetary partnership where the common 
denominator of love and respect replaces 

warring factions and bloody clashes for 
power.” 

Yet, while Mr. Fetzer offered his 
vision to the Institute, he neither defined 
nor dictated its direction. “He would ad-
monish us to deepen our understanding, 
but he was not prescriptive,” says Bruce 

To foster  awareness  o f 
the power o f  love and 

forgiveness  in the emerging 
global  community  rests  on 
i ts  convict ion that  e f for ts 

to  address  the world ’s 
cri t ical  issues  must  go 

beyond poli t ical ,  social , 
and economic s trategies 

to  their  psychological  and 
spiri tual  roots .

	 	 	 	
— Fetzer Inst i tute  

Mission

Tom Beech, president and chief executive officer, John 
E. Fetzer’s grandnephew and treasurer of the Institute, 
Bruce Fetzer, and Rob Lehman, board chairman, pose 
next to a bust of John E. Fetzer within the Fetzer Institute 
building on KL Ave.

The Fetzer Institute at 9292 West KL Avenue.
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Fetzer, who is treasurer for the Institute’s 
board of trustees and John E. Fetzer’s 
grandnephew. “Because he did not say 
for us to specifically do this and this 
and this, he called on the Institute to do 
more than he was able to do alone. That’s 
a tall order because I knew, firsthand, 
what he was able to do. So, for me, it’s a 
personal challenge.” 

That challenge, which has been 
embraced by everyone associated with 
the Fetzer Institute, is one that extends 
far into the future. “He talked in terms 
of 300 to 500 years that he hoped the 
Institute would last; that was his long-
term vision,” says Rob Lehman, previous 
president and current chairman of the 
Fetzer Institute’s board. Lehman adds 
that Mr. Fetzer believed humankind 
was only beginning to understand “the 
relationship of the inner life with the 
physical body,” and “the relationship of 
love, as an energy, to human society.” 

Lehman explains: “John thought 
people could start at the closest level, our 
human body, to understand the relation-
ship between the inner life of emotions 
and spirit with the outer life of our own 
health and healing, then, with that 

understanding, reach out to community 
and Earth.” Lehman admits thinking: 
“That was something so obvious at one 
level, yet so remote from our under-
standing at another, but something that 
could happen.” 

Exactly how to make that “some-
thing” happen is the challenge Mr. 
Fetzer endowed to the Fetzer Insti-
tute. In humbleness, the executive 

staff acknowledges they don’t have the 
answers, but they do have the wisdom 
to pose questions to the world’s greatest 
humanitarian thinkers. “Our mission is 
‘to foster awareness of the power of love 
and forgiveness in the emerging global 
community,’” states Mark Nepo, poet, 
philosopher and a program officer for 
the Fetzer Institute. “This reminds us 
that we, locally and globally, are more to-
gether than alone. We live on this planet 
to learn from as many people as possible, 
and where that will lead us, we still have 
to learn.” 

In its program, “Deepening the 
American Dream,” the Institute 
invites celebrated Americans to 

answer the questions: “What does 
America mean?” “Who are we now?” and 
“What is it we dream about and aspire 
to today?” Initial respondents included a 
historian, a sociologist, an archivist, an 
ecumenicist, a theologian, an essayist, a 
military psychiatrist, a philosopher, an 
author, and a speaker/activist. The Insti-
tute published their essays in a 296-page 
book that Nepo edited and that bears the 
subtitle “Reflections on the Inner Life 
and Spirit of Democracy.”

To date, the Institute has given away 
60,000 copies to a wide range of national 
and global leaders and thinkers, includ-
ing members of Congress, therapists 

Board meetings at the Fetzer Institute are held in a unique arrangement of chairs, with no table 
other than the small one in the middle that holds a candle, which is always lit while convening. 
Meetings begin with meditation on a reading, selected for the topic to be discussed, and conclude 
with participants expressing gratitude for what was learned and accomplished.

The entrance to the Fetzer Institute.
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and spiritual healers, and interfaith 
communities. To engage other Ameri-
cans and “to enliven the inner lives of 
citizens,” the Institute also convened 
public forums at the Library of Congress 
in Washington, D.C., the Cambridge 
Forum at Harvard University in Boston, 
and the United Religions Initiative in San 
Francisco.

Expanding beyond these questions 
about America and Americans, the In-
stitute initiated a related program called 
“Exploring the Global Dream,” which 
poses: “What might a global dream look 
like?” and “Where might we start?” 
These led the Institute into dialogue with 
global thinkers whom Nepo describes as 
“incredible teachers and practitioners in 
forgiveness research and conflict trans-
formation.” These persons, from around 
the world, came to the Fetzer Institute’s 
on-site private retreat center, Seasons, in 
April 2005 to discuss the question: “How 
do we prepare ourselves inwardly to 

participate in the oneness of humanity?” 
The first essay to come from this project, 
“Bridges, Not Barriers,” was written by a 
leading Islamic scholar who explores the 
benefits of cooperative global politics, 
consensus, morality, individual transfor-
mation, and social reform.  

Program officer Tom Callanan, 
who works with the Institute’s global 
leadership and conflict transformation 
programs, notes: “Although we connect 
with people such as Nobel Peace Laure-
ates, our focus is on the United States as 
a lever for global change.” He continues, 
“Change has to happen at all levels. If 
we’re only operating on global thinking 
but not acting locally, we’re ungrounded. 
If we’re acting locally but there’s no 
way to inform anyone else, then we’re 
isolated.”

The Fetzer Institute uses word 
pairs to identify its three program areas: 
Individual and Community Transforma-
tion, Science and Spirituality, Com-

munication and Outreach. Participants 
in each program consist of Institute 
board members, program staff, consul-
tants and advisors, and members of the 
John E. Fetzer Memorial Trust, which 
is a temporary advisory entity that 
Mr. Fetzer populated with his closest 
personal counselors and which became 
functional with his passing in 1991 and 
will expire in 2011. 

These people employ the principle 
of “shared leadership,” says Tom Beech, 
the Institute’s president and chief ex-
ecutive officer. “That means everybody 
in this place, every single person, shares 
in the leadership of the organization. 
The Board of Trustees is responsible 
for what we call ‘holding the whole.’ 
They’re responsible for the oversight 
and strategic direction, but everyone on 
the staff contributes to our development 
of that strategic direction.”

Beech adds: “We feel very deeply 
that paying attention to our hearts and 
souls, as a society and as a world, is 
central to the kind of change that we 
sense many, many millions of people 
are yearning for.” Yet, citing violence in 
Southern Africa, Central Europe, the 
Middle East and even in Kalamazoo, 
Beech states, “It doesn’t appear that the 
world is operating in a spiritual nature. 

John e. Fetzer

Shown are those from the Fetzer Institute who contributed the comments that led to this article: (seat-
ed) vice-president-programs Shirley Showalter, president and CEO Tom Beech, program officer Mickey 
Olivanti; and (standing) program officer Tom Callanan, board treasurer Bruce Fetzer, board chairman 
Rob Lehman, and senior program officer David Addiss. Not pictured is program officer Mark Nepo.
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Answer on page 53.

What hardy conifer’s beautiful reddish wood 
resists decay and whose aromatic oil repels insects?

Out on a Limb

That’s why the spiritual nature of the 
Institute’s work is so important. It’s who 
we are. It drives us to do the thinking 
we do, to bring people together, and 
then to hopefully translate that into 
action that can make a difference in the 
world.”

To that end, the Fetzer Board 
of Trustees, when re-evaluating the 
Institute’s mission in 2002, also wrote 
a “Meaning of Spirit” statement that 
encourages exploration and discourse 
grounded in the belief that: “Spirit is 
the Source of all that exists. Spirit is the 
infinite, creative energy that gives birth 
to the universe. Spirit is the common 
source of the world’s faith traditions. 
Spirit is the Love that creates and sus-
tains all life.”

Not surprisingly, the theme of 
love and forgiveness permeates 
the Institute’s programs. In 

the Spring 2006 issue of “Our Common 
Work,” the Fetzer Institute newsletter, 
vice president-programs Shirley Showal-
ter writes: “The purpose of our work in 
individual and community transforma-
tion is to develop the capacity of people, 

This room in the Fetzer Institute chronicles John 
E. Fetzer’s life and is filled with his personal 
memorabilia.
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John e. Fetzer

individually and collectively, to love 
and forgive.” She identifies science and 
spirituality as “complementary avenues” 
of research “into the human qualities of 
love and forgiveness.” The work of com-
munication and outreach, she proffers, 
“is to tell stories of love and forgiveness 
in such a way that they have transforma-
tive impact.” 

A key Fetzer program is the Cam-
paign for Love & Forgiveness, which 
the Institute began in 2006 with the 
intention that it would, according to 
a promotional letter, “help create a 
meaningful national dialogue that we 
hope will bring about positive change in 
individuals, their relationships, and their 
communities.” To that end, the Institute 
became the major sponsor of a two-hour 
documentary, titled “The Mystery of 
Love,” which was broadcast on public 
television throughout the nation on De-
cember 13, 2006. “The Mystery of Love” 
contains 11 vignettes of people, some 
of them incongruously connected, who 
came together and enriched each other’s 
lives through the power of love. This is 
the first of three documentaries that the 

Fetzer Institute is funding. The other 
two, created by different teams of writers 
and producers, will be broadcast over the 
next few years. 

But simply broadcasting documen-
taries of people’s stories is not enough. 
Mickey Olivanti, the program officer for 
the Campaign for Love & Forgiveness, 
states, “We believe that, through sus-
tained dialogue, we have an opportunity 
to deepen our introspective thoughts 
about who we are and how we are in the 
world.” That dialogue, designed to gener-
ate new activities that will show love 
and forgiveness in action, began on the 
Internet in late 2006 and will continue in 
communities across the country, includ-
ing Kalamazoo.

While people can generally relate 
love with forgiveness, commingling sci-
ence with spirituality requires a para-
digm shift for, at least, part of society. 
“Hundreds of years ago, science and 
spirituality were not divided, but were 
pretty much the same enterprise,” says 
David Addiss, senior program officer 
and medical epidemiologist, formerly 
of the Centers for Disease Control and 

The meditation room.
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Prevention. “But as the divorce occurred, 
science and spirituality became unable 
to talk to each other. We, and others, feel 
that science and spirituality are comple-
mentary ways of knowing. And while 
science proceeds by a reductionistic 
approach, dividing and defining things 
to study them, we also need to put them 
back together in order to live them.” 

Addiss states, “As science moves 
increasingly into subjective areas, we 
find things like love, forgiveness, con-
sciousness, and awareness are difficult 
to understand using traditional tools of 
observing and measuring. We, in sci-
ence, need to be open to other ways of 
knowing, like spirituality, in order to re-
ally grasp the whole human experience.” 
To further that understanding, the Fetzer 
Institute funds researchers who explore, 
for example, the psychological, spiritual 
and biological underpinnings of love. 
Addiss links support for this research 
with Mr. Fetzer’s body of knowledge in 
both science and spirituality. “His legacy 
is our work,” he concludes.

Funding high-risk projects also 
links the Institute to Mr. Fetzer’s legacy. 
Of his pioneering in the infancy of 
broadcasting during the Great Depres-
sion, Mr. Fetzer wrote: “I’ll never forget 
the day I came to town (Kalamazoo in 
1931). I had just $150 in my pocket. That 
was the sole financing I had available to 
start the station (WKZO Radio).” While 
crediting faith with helping him and his 
wife, Rhea, get through tough times, Mr. 
Fetzer also stated, “I guess a mixture of 
pride, stubbornness and stupidity kept 
me at it.” 

Later in life, thanks to his inquisi-
tive genius with unseen radio waves 
and after initiating a journey of spiritual 
self-discovery that began in the 1950s, 
Mr. Fetzer put greater credence in faith 
and the power of other unseen, un-
tapped energies. As the steward of the 
Tigers — he always maintained that the 
team belonged to its fans in Detroit and 
that he was a temporary steward — Mr. 
Fetzer promoted meditation as a means 
to improve individual performance. “He 
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had the Tigers meditating in 1968, the 
year they won the World Series,” states 
Rob Lehman. “He was a true seeker, 
searching for the invisible parts of life.” 

Tom Callanan calls Mr. Fetzer and 
people like him “social entrepreneurs,” a 
type of person the Fetzer Institute seeks 
to support. “We’re looking for those indi-
viduals and organizations who have not 
yet been discovered who promise incred-
ible return for society. Then, we work 
with them and invest in them, expecting 
that 10 or 20 years down the line, people 
will say, ‘Wow! That person made a huge 
difference.’” These risk takers represent 
divergent fields, but Callanan states their 
“common element” is “a new way of 
thinking.” 

That doesn’t mean the Fetzer 
Institute is looking for proposals, 
Shirley Showalter cautions. “We 

don’t generally request proposals, and 
very seldom do we just give money,” she 
says. “We initiate relationships and out 
of those relationships, we build work.” 

Tom Beech explains the four types 
of institutes or foundations typical to 
the United States. The most common are 
“private foundations,” such as the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation, which originate 
from a founder’s private estate and 

provide grants for work that align with a 
particular mission. In contrast, “com-
munity foundations” are public charities 
that receive money from multiple sources 
and direct that money into a geographic 
area. “Corporate grant-making founda-
tions” are offshoots of corporations to 
apportion revenue for both tax and social 
benefits. 

The Fetzer Institute differs from all 
of these. As an “operating foundation,” 
the Institute operates multiple programs. 
“These foundations are often set up 
within a museum, college or university 
to operate a specific program, which is 
where the ‘operating foundation’ name 
originates,” says Beech. 

Specific Fetzer Institute programs 
focus on education, human relation-
ships, conflict transformation, vision-
ing, global leadership, human sciences, 
physical sciences, spiritual practices, and 
religious traditions. 

Individual organizations and proj-
ects funded by the Fetzer Institute range 
from: The Center for Courage and Re-
newal, which helps teachers, attorneys, 
medical personnel, philanthropists and 
clergy reconnect with the spirit of their 
professions; Challenge Day, in which 
teens dialogue, discover, understand, 
and forgive each other in order to pro-

vide peer support and eliminate oppres-
sive behavior; Shakespeare Behind Bars, 
which enables inmates in a Kentucky 
prison to perform “The Tempest” as a 
healing, redeeming, creative expression; 
PeaceJam, an international foundation 
that brings teens into direct contact 
with Nobel Peace Laureates; Engaging 
the Other, an international attempt to 
re-humanize so-called enemies who have 
been demonized as “The Other”; and the 
South African Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which helps people heal 
from violence and human rights abuses 
during apartheid. 

While national and international 
in scope, most of these projects have a 
Kalamazoo connection. The Center for 
Courage and Renewal, now located in 
the State of Washington, was piloted 
in Kalamazoo in 1994 under the name, 
“The Courage to Teach,” as a project to 
revitalize educators. Challenge Day, a 
California-based program, was employed 
in four Kalamazoo-area schools in April/
May 2006 and in four other schools plus 
the Kalamazoo County Juvenile Home in 
February 2007.

A documentary on Shakespeare 
Behind Bars was shown at Kalamazoo’s 
Civic Theatre in August 2006. The 
10-year anniversary PeaceJam confer-

John e. Fetzer
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The Fetzer Institute’s on-site 
private retreat center, called 
Seasons.

ence held in Denver in September 2006 
included 59 teens from 10 schools, 
churches and social service agencies in 
the greater Kalamazoo area (see Peace-
Jam article later in this Encore). The 
sponsors of Engaging the Other held 
their 2006 international conference at 
Kalamazoo’s Radisson Plaza Hotel in 
October 2006. 

“At each of these,” says Beech, “we 
learn something about our work and 
how it can evolve, but, more important 

than that, the people who are there learn 
from one another. Networks are deep-
ened. Relationships are built. New work-
ing relationships are formed.”

Of the apparent dissimilarity 
between these projects, Callanan states 
that other segments of social structure 
are “accountable to specific interests: 
corporations are accountable to stock-
holders; politicians are accountable to 
constituents.” Then, he draws the con-
nection, “The Fetzer Institute answers 

to the whole. We’re saying, ‘Where is the 
future of humanity, and how do we best 
get there for the good of everybody?’”

Fetzer people are quick to point out 
that the Institute does not choose politi-
cal sides, nor does it align with specific 
religious beliefs. Rather, the Institute 
focuses on human cohesiveness and 
unity. “The most modern literature on 
leadership is all about integration,” says 
Tom Beech. 

Yet, Fetzer people are also keenly 

Photos: John Gilroy
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Facial Cosmetic Surgery
Face, Brow & Eyelid Lifts, Nose & Ear Reshaping, Collagen and 
Botox Injections, Fat Transfers, Facial Implants

Breast Surgery
Enlargements/Reductions, Lifts/Reconstruction

Body Contouring
Tummy Tucks, Liposuction — Reduce Abdomen, Hips, Thighs, Buttocks 

Laser Surgery/Resurfacing
Wrinkles, Veins, Age Spots, Scars

Reconstructive Surgery
Skin Cancer Care, Facial Trauma, Burn Reconstruction, Wound Care

Skin Care
Skin Consultation with Full Services & Products Menu

Scott D. Holley, MD, FACS
Board Certifi ed in General Surgery and Plastic Surgery

Raghu G. Elluru, MD, FACS
Board Certifi ed in General Surgery and Plastic Surgery

329-2900 • 1-800-273-3990 
3200 W. Centre Ave., Portage

3600 Capital Ave. SW, Suite 205
Battle Creek
979-0900 • 1-800-321-1165

www.glplasticandhandsurgery.com

The Art and 
Science of 

Looking
Your Best

aware of the penchant for separation that 
prevails in today’s global society. Nepo 
points out: “Western culture sepa-
rates the mind and the heart, and that 
contrasts with Eastern cultures, which 
have one word for mind/heart: kokoro in 
Japanese and shing in Chinese.” 

“Definitions are made to differenti-
ate and divide,” Tom Callanan explains 
of the dichotomy that permeates the 
Institute’s daily consciousness. “Every 
word we use to describe the Fetzer Insti-
tute we recognize, in our humility, could 
potentially divide us from the rest of the 
community.” That is why the Institute 
places high emphasis on spirituality. 
“The object of spirituality is to make 
whole,” Callanan continues. “Spirituality 
can only exist in the moment, in rela-
tionship, where some kind of meeting 
happens and a bridge is built.”  

Beech adds, “Our world is a con-
ceptual world of dialogue and building 
relationships, but it is also ideas and 
knowledge that informs action — in 
every field.” 

More word pairs: mind and heart, 
leadership and integration, cohesiveness 
and unity, meetings and bridge-building, 
dialogue and relationships, ideas and 
knowledge. Action. And from Mr. Fetzer’s 
work and contemplations: electrical en-
ergy and sound energy, radio wave energy 
and human energy, thought energy and 
human potential. Unseen energies. 

“I think the universe is teeming 
with all kinds of energies that are just 
waiting to be discovered,” Mr. Fetzer 
once stated in his search to understand 
the connection between mind, body 
and spirit. An interpretive display in the 
Founder’s Room at the Fetzer Institute 
states: “John Fetzer saw the connection 
between the conscious and subconscious 
mind as ‘the single most important event 
in the life of the individual, in quest of 
advancement.’” 

Conscious and subconscious. Indi-
vidual and advancement. For the pres-
ent and far into the future, the quest 
and questions continue at the Fetzer 
Institute. 

John e. Fetzer

WHAT SUSTAINS

The more I am hollowed 
by the fire, the more my ribs 
spread like the tree of life.

The more I am washed 
by the tears of others, the more 
my heart rounds like an ocean shell.

The more stories I tell 
of how one picks up another, 
the more my hands  
open like scoops for grain.

To be what others drink, 
to be what others stand on 
to reach what they love 
we should be so lucky 
to be worn to this.

 By Mark Nepo

This poem was inspired by a group meditation at a Fetzer Institute program staff 
retreat at GilChrist in November 2006. “We were in silence for about fifteen min-
utes together. During that time, I felt the inner presence of the group. In the words 
of D.H. Lawrence, ‘Not I, but the wind that blows through me.’”

Mark Nepo, program officer for 
the Fetzer Institute, is also an 
accomplished poet.
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The Kalamazoo Community Foundation can help make your 
charitable dreams for our community come true. For more than 
80 years, the Community Foundation has been helping individuals, families
and organizations invest in the charitable causes they care about most.
We can help you  make a difference. Here are three simple ideas:

� Give to a Spirit of Community Fund if you are interested in helping 
the Community Foundation address it’s community priorities.

� Provide lasting support for your favorite nonprofit agencies
by giving to one or more of the many charitable endowed funds these 
organizations have established at the Community Foundation.

� Establish a named charitable fund at the Community 
Foundation during your lifetime so you and your family may 
participate in giving and see the benefits to the community.

To learn more, call 269.381.4416 or visit our Web site at www.kalfound.org.

What’s your dream for our community?

Give online at www.kalfound.org.

The Kalamazoo Community Foundation offers you this secure and easy way to give 
to the causes you care about most using your Visa or Mastercard. 

“I want to make a difference.”

Give to the Community Foundation’s
Spirit of Community Funds 

� Community Engagement 
and Youth Development Fund

� Economic and Community 
Development Fund

� Education and Learning Fund

� Environment Fund

� Health Fund

� Housing Fund

� Individuals and Families Fund

� Spirit of Community Fund



NE BILLION ACTS of service 
in the next decade. That’s 
the “Global Call to Action” 

issued by 10 Nobel Peace Lau-
reates to 4,000 teens from 31 countries 
who attended a celebration of human 
rights at PeaceJam Foundation’s 10th 
Anniversary Celebration in Denver, 
Colo., last September.

Fifty-nine young people from 
the Kalamazoo and Battle Creek area 
were among those who accepted that 
challenge spoken by notables such as 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu, and Guatemalan 
Rigoberta Menchu Tum who will be in 
Kalamazoo this spring.

The Laureates asked teens to do 
what they can — some action is better 
than no action — to eradicate injustices 
regarding unequal access to natural 
resources, racism and hate, global 
disease, extreme poverty, armaments 
and nuclear weapons, injustice toward 
women and children, environmental 
degradation, and human security. 

Some teens reported they were 
already addressing these issues. Noe 
Bohl, a sophomore at Otsego High 
School, for example, had been work-

ing to improve water conditions in El 
Salvador for more than a year when he 
heard the Dalai Lama talk about the 
world’s unequal access to water. Noe, a 

native of El Salvador, and his adoptive 
American parents have been colleting 
money for, then buying and assembling, 
solar-powered water purifying systems 

Inspired by 13 Nobel Peace 
Laureates who have given 
momentum to its board of 

directors  PeaceJam celebrated 
its 10th anniversary last October 

in Denver — and southwest 
Michigan was well represented 

by youth and adults alike.

By Robert M. Weir Ph
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Five members of the Nobel Women’s Initiative receive a standing ovation from a packed 
house at the Denver Center for Performing Arts.

Led by WMU student Danielle Hunt (in black sweater), this group meets to set discussion guidelines. 
In accordance with the Dalai Lama’s presentation on compassion, they agree to “respect the speaker’s 
privacy.”
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World Service Through PeaceJam
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PeaceJam Foundation is the 
only organization in the world 
to include several Nobel Peace 

Prize winners on its board of direc-
tors — and they have 13: His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama of Tibet, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu of South Africa, Bish-
op Carlos Belo and José Ramos-Horta 
of East Timor, Betty Williams and 
Mairead Corrigan Maguire of North-
ern Ireland, Adolfo Pérez Esquivel of 
Argentina, Rigoberta Menchu Tum of 
Guatemala, Shirin Ebadi of Iran, Os-
car Arias of Costa Rica, Jody Williams 
of the United States, Aung San Suu 
Kyi of Burma, Wangari Maathai of 
Kenya, and Joseph Rotblat of England 
(deceased in 2005).

At a media conference in Denver 
this past September, 10 of these Nobel 
Laureates set forth a “Global Call to Ac-
tion” by stating a world issue (shown in 
bold), reading a consensually prepared 
statement (excerpted in italics), and 
then offering additional comments. 

Unequal Access to Water and 

Other Natural Resources

The struggle over these limited 

resources provides fuel for war and conflict, 

especially in those parts of the world where 

the population is exploding. 

The Dalai Lama: “The effect of 
prayer is limited. Action is very, very 
important. Action is essential. Action 
brings events. And compassion. Com-
passion must extend to all enemies; 
they are also part of humanity.”

Racism and Hate

There are two societies in most 
countries — one that is a reflection of 
the media image of prosperity, and one 
that is hidden and full of suffering. This 
is creating a tremendous time bomb.

Rigoberta Menchu Tum: “People 
need to look at how many people suf-
fer. Many youth don’t have hope.”

The Spread of Global Disease

(Because) of globalization … many 
“third world” diseases are now threaten-

ing the developed world… We must address 
these diseases together, as one human family.

Desmond Tutu: “Six thousand 
people die every day of AIDS. Statis-
tics? Who said they were statistics? It’s 
somebody’s mummy. It’s somebody’s 
daddy. It’s somebody’s child. It could be 
yours.”

Extreme Poverty

Our world cannot be secure when 
so many people are forced to exist on less 
than $1 per day, without access to even the 
most basic levels of shelter, sustenance, or 
education.

José Ramos-Horta: “No matter the 
amount of foreign aid, as long as the 
West and European countries subsidize 
their own agriculture, making goods 
from developing countries uncompeti-
tive, it is extremely difficult, if not im-
possible, for developing countries to get 
out of poverty.”

for people in Central America and Af-
rica. When he joined the PeaceJam club 
at Otsego, Noe spoke of this work, and 
the teens sponsored a dance and other 
activities to raise $700 to buy one water 
purifier, which they assembled and sent 
to Kenya. “Now, little kids won’t have 
big bellies from drinking bad water,” 
Noe says.

At Loy Norrix High School, 12 
students in the PeaceJam club collect 
and send shoes and boots to the poorest 
parts of Detroit and around the world 
via Michigan State University’s medi-
cal school, towels to Mother Teresa’s 
centers in New Delhi, books and CDs to 
U.S. troops in Iraq, and soap and food to 
Kalamazoo’s Gospel Mission and Loaves 
and Fishes — a total of 17 projects. At 
the PeaceJam Celebration, held at the 
University of Denver, they symbolically 
gave a Loy Norrix PeaceJam T-shirt to 
teachers from Tibet. 

The PeaceJam club that meets 
at Gull Lake High School sent fleece 
blankets to an orphanage in Mexico 
and to shelters in Kalamazoo; this year, 
they are knitting caps for infants and 
sending them to international charities. 
They also adopted a family at Christmas 
and hosted a community-wide peace 
forum. 

At Portage Northern High School, 
PeaceJam students conducted a food 
drive, helped the Southwest Michigan 
Land Conservancy, and encouraged 
classmates to meet new friends at an in-
school Mix It Up At Lunch program.

Plainwell High School PeaceJam-
mers volunteer for Habitat for Humanity 
projects and contribute to Sylvia’s Place, 
a safe house for battered women and 
children in Allegan County. 

And Arcadia Elementary, the first 
K–6 PeaceJam school in Michigan, is 
implementing a new PeaceJam Juniors 
program this year.

In addition to schools, PeaceJam 
encourages clubs within faith-based 
groups and nonprofit agencies. In 

this area, these are at First Presbyterian 

A Global Call to Action

His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, pauses to 
bless media photographers situated on a 
platform one story above. In doing so, he 
looked directly at author Robert Weir, as 
though bestowing a personal blessing.

(Continued on page 20)
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Church in Kalamazoo, the Kalamazoo 
Parks and Recreation Department, Youth 
United Way, and Project T.R.U.S.T in 
Calhoun County. 

Amy Hirt of First Presbyterian, 
who has worked with homeless people 
in soup kitchens, says she enjoys 
meeting other youth volunteers from 
throughout the city. Sisters Danielle 
and Lindsay Harik have taken their 
five years of PeaceJam experience to 
Western Michigan University and the 
University of Michigan. Danielle is vice-
president of Western’s PeaceJam student 
group through which she raises aware-
ness of hunger in Darfur and issues of 
gender and racial equality. At U of M, 
Lindsay helps Third World countries 
obtain fresh drinking water. 

PeaceJammers at the Kalamazoo 
Parks and Recreation Department’s 
Youth Development Center have volun-

teered at children’s hospitals, participat-
ed in peace vigils and world harmony 
events, and helped beautify municipal 
parks. 

Youth United Way raised awareness 
of Kalamazoo’s homeless youth through 
an educational forum, service projects at 

Housing Resources, Inc., and a $10,000 
grant to supportive organizations.

Project T.R.U.S.T., which stands for 
Teaching Responsibility and Under-
standing Sexuality and Teen develop-
ment, is a peer education program 
within Planned Parenthood that helps 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu observes as a PeaceJammer lights a candle as part of an ecumenical 
service on Sunday morning at PeaceJam’s 10th Anniversary Celebration.

PeaceJam

Global call to Action
(continued from page 19)
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Nuclear Weapons and 

the International Arms Trade

The world still wastes nearly a trillion 
dollars each year on the weapons of war … 
which only serves to increase the likelihood 
of violent conflict.

Oscar Arias: “Security does not 
bring peace. Peace brings security.” 

Social Justice and Human Rights

for All

To try to impose a military solution 
without addressing the fundamental issues 
at the core of a society will only feed the 
growth of paramilitary groups, violence, 
and lack of security in our society.

Mairead Corrigan Maguire: “We 
can’t solve deep, ethnic, political 

problems through militarism, through 
violence, through war, through nuclear 
weapons We must talk to our enemy.”

Rights for Women and Children

and Their Role as Leaders

It is essential to bring an end to the 
exploitation of children and to defend the 
basic human rights of women around the 
world. 

Shirin Ebadi: “Most military bud-
gets exceed the educational budget. The 
money that has to be spent on education 
is spent on bringing the world to war.”

Environmental Degradation

The earth is our mother, and it is 
wounded. It is out of balance and needs to 
be healed. Global warming is a reality. 

Betty Williams: “A big part of the 
environment will be looked after when 
we change the world for our children 
because the greatest natural resource 
in our world is our children. Every 
time a child dies, it’s a mother’s labor 
spurned.”

Nobel Peace Laureates Rigoberta Men-
chu Tum and Jody Williams greet each 
other with a hug and humor at a media 
conference at the Anniversary Cel-
ebration. Ms. Menchu was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992 for her 
work for social justice and ethno-cul-
tural reconciliation based on respect 
for the rights of indigenous people. 
Although often quick to smile, many 
of her family members in Guatemala 
have been murdered for being 
Mayan.  Jody Williams, from the 
United States, was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for her work 
in helping remove land mines in 
war-torn parts of the world.
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Locally-Owned,
Local Decision-Making

By Experienced People
You Can Meet With

Face To Face.

John M. Schreuder
Chief Executive Officer
Direct: 269.488.8853

Larry D. Lueth
President & Senior Lender

Direct: 269.488.8854

We listen, understand and
act promptly to help you

and your business.

348 W. Michigan Ave.–Downtown ● 269.349.0100 ● fnbmichigan.com
Member FDIC  – Equal Housing Lender

Your Local Bank, Putting You First.

Fine Fashions for 
Women Sizes 12–24

New for Spring.

29 W. 8th Street
Holland, MI 49423

616-393-5950

young women make healthy decisions 
regarding sexuality. Four teens who 
went to the Celebration in Denver 
called it an amazing, inspirational expe-
rience. “They were like plants overflow-
ing with nourishment,” says advisor 
Cherie Seitz. As a result, they are now 
creating an Internet-based list-serve to 
coordinate teen education programs 
nationwide.

The fact that Project T.R.U.S.T. 
teens elected to join PeaceJam speaks to 
the organization’s popularity. “Our big-
gest growth tool is word of mouth. It’s 
common for a community to have mul-
tiple clubs,” says Jessica Chatman, Great 
Lakes PeaceJam program coordinator 
and employee of the Greater Kalamazoo 
United Way (GKUW), which is the local 
organization that houses and adminis-
ters PeaceJam activities for Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.

Disarming Our 

Armed Consciousness

We are children of a culture of vio-
lence, and our minds have been armed. 
Peace is the grand revolution that human-
ity has been waiting for.

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel: “Since the 
Berlin Wall was brought down, many 
other walls have been raised. The wall 
between Mexico and the United States, 
between Israel and Palestine, between 
North and South Korea. But the hard-
est walls to strike down are the walls 
within our hearts and minds.”

Focus on Human Security 

to Create True Security

The time has come to shift our energy 
and our resources from military security to a 
long-term investment in true human security.

Jody Williams: “We have to debunk 
the myth of the glories of war. That is 
jive. That is bunk. That is bull. If you 
prepare weapons of war, you will use 
weapons of war. Violence is a choice, 
and we must make different choices.” 
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Cool & Improved Micro Dermabrasion   •   Pure O
2
 Infusion   •   New Collagen Formation

All Treatments performed by physician

Nancy Nott, faculty advisor at 
Portage Northern and parent of two 
PeaceJam teenagers, speaks to adults 
when she says, “We have to make sure 
we don’t let them fail at doing good 
work, and we have to assure them that 
just doing something is good work.” 

A vital factor to individual growth 
comes from PeaceJam’s 50 
college mentors. When teens 

attend events, such as the Anniversary 
Celebration and the annual Great Lakes 
Kickoff Slam at WMU, they gather in 
“family groups,” which are facilitated by 

college students, many of whom were 
PeaceJammers in high school. 

“The family group provides a safe 
place to grow and share feelings and 
discuss conflicting opinions. It’s a venue 
to debrief from all the inspirational 
things going on around them,” says 

PeaceJam originated with Ivan 
Suvanjieff, the organization’s 
president, and Dawn Engle, the 

executive director. In the summer of 

1994, Suvanjieff, the son of Bulgarian 
slaves, was a starving artist painting 
murals in Denver, Colo., and Engle 
knew the Dalai Lama from having 
advocated for Tibetan people within 
the U.S. Congress. Although both 
were raised in factory-worker families 
in Detroit, they met in Denver, where 
Suvanjieff had noticed that gangland 
school dropouts knew of Desmond Tutu 
and Nelson Mandela but could name 
neither Colorado’s governor nor the U.S. 
president. He wondered to Engle what 
would happen if disaffected youth could 
meet Nobel Peace Laureates.

Pursuing that question, Engle con-
tacted the Dalai Lama who granted them 
an audience. With practically no money, 
the couple flew to India. His Holiness 
said he would join their campaign if they 
could enlist three or four other Nobel 
Peace Laureates as well. Back in Denver, 
they called Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
who agreed and who, later, married the 
couple. 

In 10 years, PeaceJam has grown 
to include 13 Nobel Peace Laureates on 
its board of directors. Almost 500,000 
youth worldwide have developed and 
implemented 310,000 service projects. 
Global affiliate organizations are found 
in India, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Mexico, 
South Africa, Kenya, United Kingdom, 
Argentina, Canada, East Timor and the 
United States. The Fetzer Institute of 
Kalamazoo is a major sponsor.

Making a Difference

The Fetzer Institute is a primary sponsor of the 
PeaceJam Foundation. Tom Callanan, the Institute’s 
liaison with PeaceJam, who is shaking hands with 
the Dalai Lama, praises the organization for bringing 
together wise elders and talented, creative youth.

PeaceJam
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In sight.
Your financial interests and your future

needs are important, and we’ll keep them

in full view, every day … so you can focus

on living your life. Rest assured you have
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259 East Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI

269.349.0800   www.arcimc.com

Danielle Hunt, a WMU student who 
served as a mentor in Denver.

PeaceJam momentum also car-
ries young people into service beyond 
school. “The college students have an 
exceptional understanding of PeaceJam 
and its value and worth,” says Jennifer 

Weaver. “We’ve got college students 
who are now choosing professions of 
activism and social justice.” 

Danielle Harik adds: “As a men-
tor for the Slam at Western, I had to 
be knowledgeable about child labor. 
I wanted the high school students to 

understand the depth of the issue. So, 
some of us mentors went to Rockford, 
Ill., to hang out with (Nobel Laureate) 
Jody Williams. She kept reminding us, 
‘Peace is not doves, rainbows, kumbaya 
and bad poetry; it’s hard work every sin-
gle day.’ Some mentors said they want to 

The Great Lakes affiliate is housed 
and administered by the Greater 
Kalamazoo United Way (GKUW) and 
receives funding from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation, and the Irving S. Gilmore 
Foundation, and it is a GKUW Youth 
Development Initiative. It serves 1,000 
youth from schools, faith-based organi-
zations and nonprofit agencies in Michi-
gan, Indiana, Illinois and Ohio. Most 
programs involve high school students 
and college mentors; however, the Great 

Lakes PeaceJam was the first affiliate 
in the United States to implement an 
elementary school program called Peace-
Jam Juniors. Middle school curriculum is 
also being developed.

Since its inception in 2001, Great 
Lakes PeaceJam has hosted four Nobel 
Peace Prize winners: Desmond Tutu (Au-
gust 2005), Mairead Corrigan Maguire 
(April 2005), Jody Williams (March 2004) 
and Adolfo Perez Esquivel (March 2003). 
Jose Ramos-Horta of East Timor was to 
be the guest Laureate 2006 but remained 

in his country due to civil strife; never-
theless, he interacted with Great Lakes 
people via a video conference. 

Rigoberta Menchu Tum will be the 
guest Laureate this year. She will speak 
at WMU’s Bernhard Center on March 30 
— the event is free and open to the pub-
lic — then interact with PeaceJam teens 
on March 31 and April 1.

To become involved with PeaceJam, 
contact Jennifer Weaver at the Greater 
Kalamazoo United Way. (269) 343-2524, 
jweaver@gkuw.org. 

23F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 7  •  E N C O R E 



Jim Gilmore Enterprises
162 East Michigan Avenue

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007
(269) 381-3490 • gilmoreent.com

COMERICA BUILDING

MICHIGAN
BUILDING

Premium
Downtown
Office
Space
at
Affordable
Rates

Telephone 381-3490

for complete information
& immediate availability.

Quality Assured Suites
from 350 sq. ft. to
12,000 sq. ft. per floor

PeaceJam

work for PeaceJam for the rest of their 
lives. That’s powerful. We can definitely 
make a difference.” 

Of hearing the 10 Nobel Laureates 
in Denver, Gull Lake senior Codi Sharp 
said, “Their various languages were all 
translated into words of peace. I left the 
conference feeling empowered, that I 
can make a difference.” 

In fact, “I can make a difference” is 
the belief of 93 percent of students who 
attend PeaceJam conferences, according 
to participant surveys, and 97 percent 
believe they will be peacemakers for the 
rest of their lives. 

The Nobel Peace Laureates, them-
selves, contribute to this transformation 
among teens who, at first, are star-struck 
by such notable personages as the 71-
year-old Dalai Lama, the spiritual and 
political leader of Tibet. Rachel Fritz, a 
sophomore at Loy Norrix, says she was 
expecting the Dalai Lama’s speech on 
compassion to be awesome, “but not 
to that extent; it was inspiring. He has 
wisdom. It wasn’t just knowledge, like 
knowing math. He has so much insight 
on everything.” Loy Norrix senior Geor-
gina Sket adds, “He’s got this incredible 
presence, this incredible spirit. He radi-
ates this message to love and understand 

PeaceJammers at the Great Lakes Kickoff Slam 
at WMU participate in a child labor simula-
tion by shucking and shelling corn, funneling 
kernels into two-liter bottles, and then taking 
the bottles to a processing station to pour it into 
plastic garbage bags. Payment for the task is 
meager, and if rules are broken, it is withheld.
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Cross Ball Table

and show compassion wherever you go.”
Jennifer Weaver, who has been with 

PeaceJam for five years, presents a fuller 
picture. “For two days, the teens hear the 
Laureates, ask them questions, joke with 
them, laugh with them, and by the end 
of a conference, they realize they are just 
people. That’s the biggest message. The 
Laureates didn’t strike out to be Peace 
Prize winners; they are just people who 
spoke up at pivotal moments when an 
injustice was occurring.” 

Weaver continues with an example 
of Jody Williams, who received the 
Peace Prize in 1997 for her work to ban 
landmines and clear landmine fields. 
“Jody has stories from her childhood of 
shaking when trying to stand up to a 
bully. But she realized the more she faced 
the bully, the less she was shaking and 
the more courageous she felt.” 

The point of the Nobel Laure-
ates being real people was exemplified 
through Desmond Tutu’s humor at an 
ecumenical service on Sunday morn-
ing at the PeaceJam Celebration. “A few 
years ago,” the 75-year-old champion 
against apartheid in South Africa said, 
“I was asked, ‘How does one get to be 
a Nobel Peace Laureate?’ And I said, 
‘Oh, very easy. You just need three 
things. You must have a big nose, like 
mine. You must have an easy name, like 
Tutu, and (pulling up a pant leg) you 
must have sexy legs.’” When the teens 
stopped cheering, Tutu said, “I’m saying 
this very seriously. I am in awe of you. 
You are remarkable young people. We 
adults don’t say that enough.” 

Suprotik Stotz-Ghosh, GKUW’s 
associate director of community invest-
ment, finds the Archbishop’s remarks to 
be in sync with PeaceJam’s principles of 
education, inspiration and action. “Those 
are the elements to breaking down barri-
ers,” says Suprotik. “When you put teens 
into an environment with inspirational 
leaders who live the very simple idea that 
it’s wrong for people to be oppressed, the 
teens say, ‘Well, of course, it is,’ and, like 
the Nobel Laureates, they decide, ‘I can 
do something about it.’” 
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Total
Communications
all wrapped up in

one neat little
package

If its digital,
we’ll deliver!

FYI

Total-Com from CTS is an integrated packaged system that simplifies all those digital technologies connecting you to the world.
Call your CTS communication consultant to learn about Total-Com and what it can do for you and your business.

Total-Com can include
Telephone
VoIP
Internet / Data
E-Mail Hosting
Web Hosting
Long Distance
Voice Mail
Teleconferencing
Faxes  • • • •  and more

Total-Com
From CTS

Bill Weier is general manager
of Epic Bistro.

tHere Are lotS of questions that 
people have about wine in general, so I 
thought I would share a few with you. 

Why is wine decanted? There 
are two main reasons why wines are 
decanted. The first is that young wines, 
especially bigger reds, are somewhat 
tight and don’t show their fruit as well 
until they interact with the air. To help 

facilitate this 
natural oxida-
tion process 
more quickly, 
the wine needs 
to be agi-
tated by being 
poured into a 
larger serving 
vessel such as 
a decanter. The 
other and more 
traditional rea-
son for decant-
ing is to remove 
the sediment 
present in the 

wine. Sediment is the result of either 
“non filtered” winemaking and/or the 
aging of the wine where the particles 
that are naturally suspended in the 

wine begin to settle down into the bot-
tom or side of the bottle. This sediment 
is very bitter and should be avoided if 
possible.

A dry Riesling? Yes!! Rieslings can 
be bone dry or sticky sweet depend-
ing upon the producer and/or region. 
The bad news is most Rieslings now 
don’t tell you if they are sweet or dry. 
Traditional German Rieslings have 
been historically labeled in sweetness 
level from Kabinett to Eiswein to make 
things easier to understand, but many 
wineries no longer do so. Alsatian, Aus-
trian, Australian, American (wow lots 
of A’s) and German are the most com-
mon types of fine Rieslings. The best 
way to tell if a wine is sweet or dry is to 
ask before you buy it. A good retailer or 
restaurateur will know the answer to 
this question.

What is up with all the screw 

caps? The simple answer is TCA or 
trichloranisole ... umm wait a second, 
that doesn’t sound too simple. Corks are 
washed in a chlorine solution to steril-
ize them and kill any microbial stow-
aways before the corks are sold  
for use. Sometimes this process pro-
duces a compound called TCA which 

results in wines being “corked” or 
smelling like musty, old, mildewed 
cardboard boxes and other more dis-
gusting things. Sometimes it is hardly 
noticeable and sometimes the smell will 
knock you over. It simply depends on 
how many parts per million of the TCA 
is present in the wine. It is kind of like 
judging shades of grey and can be  
confusing to those less experienced 
wine drinkers. Once you do get a bad 
bottle, you will never forget the smell. 
That is why synthetic corks and screw 
caps are so popular now as they remove 
the cork introduced TCA from the  
equation.

Cork sniffing? Corks are stinky, 
dirty things that rarely smell anything 
like the wine you are about to taste. You 
can perhaps pick up a whiff of TCA if 
the cork is bad, but the real test is to 
smell the wine. A better inspection of 
the cork for possible problems is with 
your eyes and not your nose. Is the cork 
stained at the top from wine seeping 
out? Is the cork dry and crumbling? A 
good cork will be moist on the wine 
side and still dry and pliable above the 
saturation point in the cork.

I hope these few tidbits help!! 

A Few Common Wine Questions
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one oF tHe BIGGeSt enemies of home 
security is thinking “It won’t happen  
to me.”

Although we all know that preven-
tion is important, most people don’t 
take the steps they need to protect their 
home and family.  Whether it’s install-
ing a monitored home security system 
or just being able to identify potential 
risks of hidden dangers.

The Front Door

A locked front door is your first 
line of defense. And with locks, you 
get what you pay for. By spending a 
few dollars more for a good lock, you 
can potentially save thousands. So get 
the best quality locks you can afford. I 
recommend deadbolt locks. 

Without a deadlock, burglars may 
be able to open your front door simply 
by using a credit card to push back the 
tongue of the lock. Doors with exposed 
hinges are even more vulnerable be-
cause a burglar can simply remove the 
pin on the hinges and get inside.

Locks are just the beginning. 
Another good investment is a peephole. 
One-hundred-eighty-degree peepholes 
give you the advantage of checking to 
see who’s at the door before you open 

it. And make sure the area outside your 
door is well lit. If you can’t see who is at 
the front door, don’t open it.

Just Moved In?

If you just moved into your new 
home, it’s a good idea to replace all the 
locks. Locks only provide security if 
you know who has every key. This is 
especially important if there have been 
a lot of previous owners. The only keys 
to your new home should be the ones 
you have made.

In the Spotlight

Two of the burglar’s biggest 
enemies are noise and light. Install-
ing lights around your home that are 
activated by movement can help scare 
off unwelcome visitors. Exterior sensor 
lights also help to light the path to your 
front door when you come home. It’s 
also a good idea to use timers to light 
inside areas of your home if you’re home 
alone or away. Setting these timers 
gives the appearance that someone is at 
home, and is a good way to make sure 
you’re consistently protected.

Also, keep any trees or shrubs 
around windows trimmed. While they 
may seem to increase your privacy, they 

also increase a burglar’s privacy when 
breaking into your home.

Alarming Your Home

A security system is your best 
protection. There are two main types of 
security systems available: a local alarm 
and a monitored system. Local alarms 
are designed to make a lot of noise to 
help scare off a potential intruder.  A 
fully monitored 
system doesn’t 
just make a lot of 
noise; it sends an 
emergency signal 
to a monitoring 
center so that the 
right people can 
respond in case of 
an emergency.

Another 
benefit of hav-
ing a monitored 
home security 
system is that it 
may qualify you 
for up to a 20 percent discount on your 
homeowners insurance.

The information above was reprinted 
with the permission of ADT Fire &  
Security.

Making Home Security a Priority

Neil Himelhoch
ADT Fire and Security
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WHO



CLUES

• Our dentist and assistant have 
been a “parfi ct” fi t since the 
dentist was born.

• Our patient is not in a “shroud” 
and will tell you aloud if you 
ask her about empowering 
women.

• Don’t ask “why” or this trio may 
“double you.” Then you will 
“see” the letter before “b.”

ANSWER ON PAGE 54.

Photography by John Gilroy.

Shot on location at the offi ce of Anthony Garofola, DDS.



Performing Arts
Plays

“Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks” 
— Don’t miss this delightful comedy 
about an acerbic dance instructor and his 
student, whose friendship melds with the 
music, the dance and a brilliant sunset. 
New Vic Theatre, 134 E. Vine St. Feb. 9 & 
10, 16 & 17, 23 & 24, March 2 & 3, 9 & 10, 
8:30 p.m. 381-3328
“Crowns” — A joyous celebration of 
African American women and their church 
hats, this endearing new play with music 
is a soul-stirring tribute to the unique 
cultural phenomenon that fuses faith with 
fashion. Civic Auditorium, 329 S. Park St. 
Feb. 9 & 10, 15–17, 22–24, 8 p.m., 
Feb. 11 & 18, 2 p.m. 343-1313.
“Rosencrantz and Guilderstern Are 
Dead” — A Hamlet spoof. Two comedic 
courtiers look for the cause of Hamlet’s 
madness but end up deep in their own cra-
ziness. Univ. Theatre, York Arena Theatre, 
WMU. Feb. 3–10, 15–18, 8 p.m., Feb. 18, 2 

p.m. 387-6222.
Festival Playhouse — 
Kalamazoo College’s 
43rd season of student 
playwrights telling brand 
new stories. Feb. 22-25. 
Call for details: 337-7333.
“The Pillowman” — A 
gripping crime drama set 
in a totalitarian state in-
vestigates gruesome child 
murders that resemble 
short stories penned by a 
local author. University 

Theatre, WMU. Feb. 22–24, March 1–3, 8 
p.m.; Feb. 25, 2 p.m. 387-6222.

Musicals & 
Opera

“Ruthless!” — This funny musical spoof 
looks at what it takes to make it big in 
showbiz. Parish Theatre, 426 S. Park St. 
Feb. 2 & 3, 8–10, 8 p.m.; Feb. 4, 2 p.m. 
343-1313.

“hairspray” —This musical-comedy 
phenomenon takes you back to 1962 as 16-
year-old Tracy Turnblad sets out to dance 
her way on to TV’s most popular show. 
Enjoy laughter, romance and new songs! 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. Feb. 13–15, 
7:30 p.m. 387-2300.
“Chicago Live!” — Don’t miss Broadway’s 
musical razzle-dazzle smash hit tale of sin 
and celebrity. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 
March 16, 8 p.m.; March 17, 2 & 8 p.m.; 
March 18, 2 & 7:30 p.m. 387-2300.

Dance

Hubbard Street Dance Chicago — Us-
ing various musical scores, this group 
combines the skill, technique and style of 
the dancers with the talent and vision of 
international choreographers. Miller Audi-
torium, WMU. Feb. 2, 8 p.m. 387-2300.
Winter Concert of Dance — Enjoy WMU 
faculty, student and guest artist choreog-
raphy featuring “Alleluia” by Great Works 
Artist Robert Battle. Shaw Theatre, WMU. 
Feb. 8–10, 8 p.m.; Feb. 11, 2 p.m. 387-6222.
Dance Forum — Event features guest 
artist Danah Bella of Virgina, and regional 
juried guest artists sharing their edgy 
and experimental original choreography. 
Wellspring Theatre, 359 S. Kalamazoo 
Mall. Feb. 23 & 24, 8 p.m.; Feb. 25, 2 p.m. 
342-4354.

Symphony

University Symphony Orchestra — Fea-
turing Steven Copes, violin soloist. Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. Feb. 4, 3 p.m. 
387-2300.
The World of … — KSO music director 
Raymond Harvey guides you through the 
life, times and music of Sibelius. Kalama-
zoo College, Light Fine Arts Center. 
Feb. 11, 3 p.m. 349-7759.
“Romeo & Juliet” — The KSO features 
violinist Glenn Dicterow, NY Philharmonic 
Concertmaster since 1980. Raymond Har-
vey directs works by Flügelman, Bruch and 
Prokofiev. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 
Feb. 23, 8 p.m. 387-2300.

“Peter and the Wolf” — Family fun featur-
ing the KSO, with the Ballet Arts Ensemble. 
Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge. 
March 10 & 11, 3 p.m. 387-2300.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Student & Faculty Recital — “We’ve Got 
Your Bach!” is a WMU all-Bach program 
featuring the “Brandenburg Concerto No. 
2.” Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
Feb. 2, 8:15 p.m. 387-2300.
“Perfect Purple Feather” — Kids ages 3–6 
can explore stories, hands-on activities and 
music performed by the KSO’s Burdick-
Thorne String Quartet. Epic Center, 359 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall Feb. 3, 10 a.m. 387-2300.
Gilmore Rising Stars Recital Series — 
Pianist Alexander Gavrylyuk plays music 
by Brahms and Chopin, and Mussogorsky’s 
“Pictures at an Exhibition.” Wellspring 
Theatre, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. Feb. 4, 
7 p.m. 342-1166.
Dalton Series — Apollo’s Fire — Final 
event of the Baroque Festival. Dalton Cen-
ter Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 8, 8:15 p.m. 
387-4667.
Fontana Chamber Arts — Jazz vocal-
ist Luciana Souza performs the poetry of 
Pablo Neruda. Wellspring Theatre, 359 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall. Feb. 13, 8 p.m. Luciana 
Souza and Friends, featuring Brazilian jazz 
performed by vocalist Luciana Souza, 2005 
Female Jazz Singer of the Year. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 14, 8 p.m. 
Orion String Quartet, Dalton Center Recit-
al Hall, WMU. March 1, 8 p.m. 382-7774.
WMU Faculty Artist Series — Enjoy The 
Merling Trio, with Ivan Chan, violin/viola. 
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 17, 
8:15 p.m. 387-2300.
“Movie Music Magic — Celebrating John 
Williams’ 75th Birthday” — Featuring 
the Kalamazoo Concert Band, with guest 
artist Barry Ross on violin. Miller Audito-
rium, WMU. Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m. 806-6597.
University Symphonic Band — WMU’s 
symphonic band performs. Feb. 18, 3 p.m. 
387-4667.

If you bungle 
raising your 

children, I don’t 
think whatever 

else you do 
matters 

very much.

Jacqueline 
Kennedy  
Onassis
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Concerto Competition Finals — Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 18, 
5:30 p.m. 387-4667.
President’s Day American Musicale 
— Presented by WMU student chapters 
of music fraternities. Feb. 19, 8:15 p.m. 
387-4667.
University Concert Band — WMU’s 
concert band performs. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. Feb. 20, 8:15 p.m. 487-4667.
Faculty Artist Series — The Western 
Brass Quintet performs. Dalton Center Re-
cital Hall, WMU. Feb. 25, 3 p.m. 387-4667.
Guest Jazz Artists — WMU hosts Matt 
Wilson’s “Arts & Crafts” band. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 25, 7 p.m. 
387-2300.
Western Winds — Enjoy a free concert by 
this WMU group. Dalton Center Recital 
Hall, WMU. Feb. 28, 8:15 p.m. 387-4667.
Young Concert Artist Series — This 
WMU group features flutist Dora Seres. 
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
March 11, 3 p.m. 387-2300.
Guest Artist Recital — Featuring Eileen 
Russell, trombone. Dalton Center Recital 
Hall, WMU. March 12, 8:15 p.m. 387-4667.
Guess Jazz Artist — Featuring Jiggs 
Whigham, trombone, with the Western 
Jazz Quartet. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. March 16, 8:15 p.m. 387-2300.

Vocal

Gold Company — WMU’s vocal jazz 
group will dazzle the entire family! Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. Feb. 10, 2 & 8 p.m. 
387-2300.
University Choirs — The WMU Universi-
ty Chorale, Cantus Femina, and Collegiate 
Singers perform. Dalton Center Recital 
Hall, WMU. Feb. 24, 8:15 p.m. 387-4667.
Vocal Festival — Don’t miss this annual 
Southwestern Michigan Vocal Festival. 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. March 15, 
7 p.m. 387-4667.

Miscellaneous

“Leahy” — This eight-member Canadian 
sibling act features a mix of fiddle-driven 
music, dance and vocals influenced by 
Celtic, classical and pop music. Miller Au-
ditorium, WMU. Feb. 24, 8 p.m. 387-2300.

Stulberg International String Competi-
tion — A youth string competition, featur-
ing daytime semifinals and evening finals. 
Dorothy U. Dalton Center, WMU. March 3.
“The Undecided Molecule” — All Ears 
Theatre showcases radio performance in 
this historical production. First Baptist 
Church, 315 W. Michigan, Feb. 17, 6:00 
p.m., Free admission.
“54th Vicksburg Rotary Showboat”— 
featuring song, dance, and antics live on 
stage. Feb. 22–24, Vicksburg Performing 
Arts Center, Call for details: 321-1193. 
“The Adventures of Dan Turner and 
Danielle Holli” — All Ears Theatre brings 
back radio performance through this free 
production. First Baptist Church, 315 W. 
Michigan, Mar. 3, 6:00 p.m.

Visual Arts
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

The Car As Art — This is a celebration of 
the automobile and how it reshaped the 
American landscape. Through March 11.
Humor and Satire: Prints, Drawings and 
Paintings — Enjoy KIA Permanent Collec-
tion works. Feb. 10–April 29.
ARTbreak — Enjoy free presentations on 

art-related topics including: The Evolution 
of a Style, with Al LaVergne, Feb. 6; New 
Voices, New Directions: Contemporary 
African American artists, Feb. 13; The Fine 
Art of Revenge, with Joshua Diedrich, Feb. 
20; and African American Photographers 
From the KIA Permanent Collection, Feb. 
27. Bring a lunch to these 12:15 sessions. 
Sunday Funday — “Art in the Fast Lane.” 
Free parent and kid fun! Feb. 18, 2–4 p.m.
Senior Day — Enjoy events designed for 
people aged 62+. March 8, 2–4 p.m.
Art and All That Jazz — An informal 
event combining great art with live music 
and snacks. Featuring the twangy surf-pop 
band The Concussions. March 9, 5–7 p.m.

Miscellaneous

Art Hop — View the works of local artists 
in a casual, fun atmosphere. Local venues/
galleries in downtown Kalamazoo. Feb. 2 
& Mar. 2, 5 p.m. 342-5059.

(continued on page 32)

“Mardi Gras” literally means “Fat Tues-
day.” Traditionally, it is the last day for 
Christians to indulge themselves before 
Lent (Feb. 20 in 2007). Thousands of 
people belong to krewes, private clubs 
that plan the parades and balls in New 
Orleans. When a Russian grand duke 
visited in 1872, a “king for the day” 
was appointed to give a royal reception. 
Naming kings and queens and using the 
duke’s royal colors of purple, green and 
gold have been traditional ever since. Mil-
lions of colorful toys and beaded neck-
laces are thrown into the crowds that line 
the parade routes. People act outrageously 
to catch goodies. Some dress as priests, 

hoping Catholics will favor them. Oth-
ers dress up their children and sit them 
on ladders to catch the parade loot. Of 
course, others will shun the costume ploy, 
finding that taking clothes off is a much 
more effective way to get attention.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

6797 Orchard Meadow Drive
Portage, MI 49024

Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767
E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com
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Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library

553-7809:

Reading Together — “Mozart and the 
Whale” screening with author and activist 
Jerry Newport, Mar.11, 2 p.m., Central 
Library; “All That Math Jazz,” with Dr. 
Edward Burger, who fuses stand-up com-
edy with a math professor’s take on the 
universe’s hidden skeleton, Mar. 12, 7 p.m.
Classics Revisited — What makes a 
book a classic? Join others in discussing 
“Walden” on Feb. 15, 7 p.m. 315 S. Rose St.
Author Visit — Kristen Tracy talks about 
the creative process and her first teen 
novel, “Lost It.” Oshtemo. Feb. 20, 7 p.m.

Western Michigan University
387-4174:

Education for Social Justice Lecture Se-
ries —  “Orientalism and Sexual Rights,” 
Feb. 7; “Teaching for Democracy in the Age 
of Corporatocracy,” Feb. 21. 7 p.m., free.
Gwen Frostic Reading Series — Author 
Bryan Charles, Feb. 28, 8 p.m., The Little 
Theatre. Free.

Museums
Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Show and Tell Community Collections 
— In honor of the museum’s 125th year, 
residents were asked what they collect and 
why. Thu April 15.
Jam Session — Listen to K’zoo Folklife 
Org. music. Feb. 4 and March 4, 2–5 p.m.
Things of History — View intriguing arti-
facts and explore stories that make them a 
window on the past. Feb. 11, 1:30 p.m.
Friends of Poetry — This presentation 
features new work by local poets address-
ing an issue, topic or artifact related to 
local history. Feb. 25, 1:30 p.m.
The Magic Guy, John Dudley — This 
magician will have you wondering, “How 
did he do that?” March 3, 1 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555:

Native Words, Native Warriors — Tells 
how Native American soldiers used their 
languages to help the U.S. military 
during World War I and II. Through 
April 8.
Band Weekends — Come listen to local 
high school bands play different genres of 
music. Weekends, February and March.
Open Cockpit — Sit in a real cockpit! 
N2S-5 Kaydet, PT-22 Recruit and a PT-23 
Cornell, through Feb. 14; Hispano HA-
1112 Buchon, P-39 Airacobra and a P-47D 
Thunderbolt, Feb. 15–28.

Nature

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Stories From Gardiner’s Island: A 
Sportsman’s Paradise — Learn about this 
island and hear stories of pirates hurri-
canes, wildlife and more! Cooper’s Glen. 
Feb. 4, 2 p.m.
Fly-tying Workshop — Learn how to tie 
a fly. Call to register. KNC. Feb. 17, 
10 a.m.
Speaker: George Daniel, U.S. Fly-fishing 
Team Member — Enjoy a video on fly-
fishing techniques. Cooper’s Glen. 
Feb. 17, 2 p.m.
Maple Sugar Festival — Experience 
springtime with a pancake breakfast, a 
walk along a wooded trail, birds of prey, a 
puppet show, music and more! Interpretive 
Center, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.; DeLano Homestead, 
12–5 p.m. March 17 & 18.

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-6541

Guest Lecture — Featuring a Depart-
ment of Natural Resources spokesperson. 
People’s Church, 1758 N. 10th St. Feb. 26, 
7:30 p.m.

(continued from page 31)
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344-0874

We care…when you can’t
put your best foot forward
• Bone & Joint Surgery

• Diabetic Foot Care

• Sports Medicine

• Physical Therapy

• New Patients Welcome

• 1212 South Park Street,
Kalamazoo

DOUGLAS F.
BREWER, D.P.M.

GEOFFREY E.
CLAPP, D.P.M.

RICK W.
TILLER, D.P.M.

K A L A M A Z O O
FOOT SURGERY, P.C.

A Quest for Perfection

By Editor Penny Briscoe
A Set oF SHArP KnIveS. A hammer. A 
guillotine and a tool for gouging. What 
do such ominous objects have to do with 
KSO’s Maria Schneider, who plays oboe 
and English horn, and fills the role of 
operations manager? Even Maria admits it 
all sounds a bit medieval, but she defends 
herself by saying that such tools are the 
makings of beautiful music. How, one 
might ask? 

Maria’s rather sordid parapherna-
lia actually produces for her (and her 
students) the loveliest reeds her money 
and skill can muster, which in turn allow 
her oboe to create the harmonious music 
KSO patrons are used to hearing. She 
calls reed making a religion and explains 
that a person’s technique and particular 
style is actually passed down through the 
generations, just like Grandma’s cook-
ing. In this regard, Marcel Tabuteau, who 
lived from 1887 to 1966 and is thought 
of as the father of the American school of 
oboe playing, would be her grandfather. 
Her teacher studied under those who were 
part of his long line of students turned 
teachers, and because of his influence, her 
precise and ritualistic reed-making meth-
ods have taken on the distinct character-
istics of the American oboe reed. 

Maria refers to a book filled with pic-

tures and descriptions of oboe reeds from 
around the world. Flipping through the 
pages, she points out the characteristics 
that distinguish one country’s style from 
another. “I can hear on the radio an obo-
ist in an orchestra, and I can tell if they 
are European or if they are American. 
Sometimes I can tell what orchestra in 
the U.S. they are coming from — Atlanta, 
Chicago, Philadelphia — just from the 
sound,” which, she says, reveals the reed-
making technique used in various areas.

In order to demonstrate the process, 
Maria moves her favorite oboe aside, a 
rich, brown-colored instrument made of 
rosewood, rare in the oboe world that is 
dominated by those made of grenadilla 
wood. Explaining that the oboe has a life 
of only seven or so years due to its ulti-
mate fate of being “blown out,” she cannot 
afford to become too attached. Instead, 
she reveals her real passion — fashioning 
enough shapely reeds to keep her sane. 
Her arsenal always includes those that 
vary in thickness so she is ready for hu-
mid days, dry days, or even high altitude 
days when she travels. “One a day keeps 
the psychiatrist away,” she says laughing. 
“It’ll make you crazy if you don’t have 
good reeds.”

She chooses the straightest of the 

cane tubes and begins the process that 
she said is well over two actual hours of 
off-and-on work that requires many steps 
spread over time to allow for soaking and 
drying. Her tools are pricey: Of them, the 
plane was custom designed for her use, 
and her $1,000 gouger was a gift from her 
parents at college graduation. She says 
she can buy the cane 
materials in different 
stages of completion, 
and she nearly weeps 
at the thought that to 
save time she has had 
to resort to making 
such purchases. 

As operations 
manager with the 
KSO, which she de-
scribes as “the house-
wife of the orchestra,” 
Maria has, perhaps, 
the biggest housekeep-
ing task of all at home 
at her reed-making 
desk. There, daily, she 
chops and planes, soaks and dries, gouges 
and shapes, folds and ties, and shaves, and 
shaves, and shaves — to mere fractions of 
a millimeter; but as long as she is an oboe 
player, her work is never done.

Maria Schneider, Oboist
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra
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A” LAMB SWUNG the  
barrel stave with all her 
might as it crashed into 
a window of Chevrolet 

Plant No. Nine in Flint. She ducked to 
escape the cascade of glass shards that 
tinkled around her. Along the sidewalk 
beside the plant on that cold February 
day in 1937 other windows popped and 
shattered as members of the Women’s 
Emergency Brigade of Flint “ventilated” 
the plant so that their husbands, broth-
ers and sons being tear gassed within 
could breathe. “We must give our boys 
air!” one of them shouted.

The boys being gassed, members of 
the infant labor organization, the United 
Auto Workers (UAW), were attempting 
to take control of the plant while hand-
to-hand battling hundreds of General 
Motors guards. The foray at Plant No. 
Nine on February 2nd was a feisty ele-
ment of the 44-day-long Flint Sit Down 
Strike, a contest that focused the nation’s 
attention on Michigan and whose out-
come would propel the UAW into the 

spotlight as the dominent labor union in 
the automobile industry. The women of 
Flint, such as Mrs. Lamb, the mother of 
nine and grandmother of three, would 
play no small role in the stirring events 
of that Depression-era winter.

The stock-market crash of 1929 had 
ushered in a decade of economic depres-
sion that blighted consumer spending 
on automobiles. Detroit-based General 
Motors, with its major Fisher Body, 
Chevrolet and Buick plants in Flint, laid 
off half of its 470,000 employees and cut 
paychecks for those still working by a 
third to an average take home of $20 per 
week. In an effort to increase productiv-
ity per remaining employee, the corpo-
ration repeatedly sped up the assembly 
line. Shifts in the Flint automotive plants 
became increasingly brutal.

Genora Johnson, the wife of a GM 

worker who would emerge as one of the 
leaders of the strike and who herself 
would play an important role in the con-
test, described the effects of work in the 
Chevrolet plant on her husband Kermit: 
“(He) is a young man grown old from the 
speed-up. He has come home at night, 
when the new models were starting, so 
tired he couldn’t eat. He was awakened 
the next morning with his hands so 
swollen he couldn’t hold a fork.”

The wife of another striker, a 
solderer in the plant, testified: “You 
should see him come home at night, him 
and the rest of the men in the buses. So 
tired like they was dead, and irritable … 
and then at night in bed, he shakes, his 
whole body, he shakes.”

General Motors president Alfred 
E. Sloan, like most of the nation’s other 
wealthy automobile magnates, adamantly 

“We Must Give  
Our Boys Air”
By Larry Massie

The women in Flint —  
wives, mothers, and 
grandmothers — played 
no small role in the stir-
ring events that pitted 
labor against management 
during the automotive  
industry’s hardest of 
times, the stock-market 
crash of 1929.

Women’s Emergency Brigade members at Chevrolet Plant No. 9.

“
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refused to accept unionization of em-
ployees, calling his workers “the most 
pampered in America.” In the three 
years previous to 1936, General Motors 
paid $1 million to 15 detective agencies, 
including Pinkerton, to spy on its labor-
ers. Over that same period the corpora-
tion invested more than $24,000 in vast 
quantities of tear gas that it stockpiled 
and provided to local police for use in 
the event of a strike.

By 1936, American automobile sales 
were on a rebound, with 4.4 million cars 
and trucks produced — a half-million 
more than the previous year. At the end 
of 1936 General Motors’ shareholders 
received over $200 million in dividends, 
a record for the corporation.

In 1935, union activists formed the 
UAW because of dissatisfaction with 
the American Federation of Labor, 

which catered more toward craft work-
ers than the automotive rank and file. 
In June 1936, Wyndham Mortimer, the 
UAW’s first vice president, arrived in 
Flint to begin organizing. By December, 
plans had been laid to utilize a relatively 
new technique in Flint, the sit-down 
strike, whereby workers took over plants 
rather than simply walking out and 
picketing in protest. The election of Gov. 

Frank Murphy in November, a 
democrat widely perceived as 
pro labor, would, the UAW lead-
ership felt, give them an edge. 
The sit-down was scheduled to 
begin after Murphy took office 
on January 1, 1937.

But members of the UAW 
in a General Motors Cleveland 
plant jumped the gun and staged 
a sit-down on December 28. 
Fearing the strike would spread 
to Flint and probably aware of 
UAW plans via its spy network, 
General Motors prepared to 
quickly move vital body stamp-
ing dies out of Fisher Body 
Plant No. One. When the night 
shift reporting for work on December 30 
noticed a long line of railroad cars being 
loaded with manufacturing equipment, 
the sit-down began. It quickly spread to 
the nearby Fisher Body No. Two plant.

The production of General Motors 
automobile bodies ground to a stop, and 
in January 1937, all Chevrolet and Buick 
assembly plants were closed. Within a 
week, American’s mightiest corporation 
had been paralyzed. As sympathetic sit-
downs spread to other plants, General 
Motors began closing factories in other 
cities.

On January 2, Circuit Court Judge 
Edward Black issued an injunction 
sought by GM ordering strikers out of 
the plant and to cease picketing. The 
following day, embarrassing publicity 
began circulating about Black’s holding 
$219,000 worth of GM stock, and the 
corporation abruptly dropped the in-
junction tactic. Instead, GM launched its 
own publicity campaign, including the 
formation of the Flint Alliance made up 
of pro-corporation, local businessmen, 
to get the public on its side.

Meanwhile, inside the plants work-
ers prepared for an expected assault by 

Women’s Emergency Brigade joined UAW picketers.
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company guards or the police by holding 
fire-hose drills, stashing nuts, bolts, door 
hinges and other parts to be used as mis-
siles, and fashioning blackjacks. Strikers’ 

wives, mothers and sisters prepared 
food that was delivered inside the plants 
in milk cans, and crowds of women gath-
ered outside to lend moral support. After 
a New Years’ Eve street dance in front of 
Fisher Body No. Two, about 50 women 
met in UAW headquarters at the Pengelly 
Building and formed a Women’s Auxil-
iary. They established a speaker’s bureau 
to support the cause, set up a nursery 
where mothers could leave their children 
while on strike duty, and actively pick-
eted on a regular basis while chanting 
their theme song to the tune of “March-
ing Through Georgia”:

The women got together and they 
formed a mighty throng,

Every worker’s wife and mom and 
sister will belong,

They will fight beside the men to 
help the cause along.

Shouting the Union forever!
By January 11, General Motors had 

run out of patience. Company guards at 
Fisher Plant No. Two barred delivery of 
evening meals to strikers within, and the 
company turned off the steam heat to the 
plant with the temperature at 16 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Strikers armed with billy 
clubs responded by seizing the main 
gate. Company guards fled and barri-
caded themselves in the plant’s women’s 
restroom.

An awaiting Flint police phalanx 
attacked with tear gas, but 
when the wind shifted, blow-

ing the gas back at them, they retreated. 
Strikers fashioned huge sling shots 
made of inner tubes and flung a barrage 
of two-pound door hinges and other 
missiles at the police and turned the fire 
hose on them. The police redeployed 
and attacked again, firing pistols into 
the crowd of picketers and onlookers, 
wounding 14.

Throughout the melee, Victor 
Reuther, brother of later UAW president 
Walter Reuther, rallied the strikers 
through a loud speaker mounted on 
a sound car. Twenty-three-year-old 
Genora Johnson, tall, curly haired and 
the mother of two, took the microphone 
and shouted to the attacking police: 
“Cowards! Cowards! Shooting unarmed 
and defenseless men.” Then she urged 
the women in the crowd of onlookers 
to join the picket line, that it was their 
fight also, but warning them that the 
police would likely shoot them down  
as well. The violence dubbed by the 
strikers as the “Battle of the Running 
Bulls” (in honor of the police retreat) 
ended with the strikers still in control 
of the plant.

Gov. Frank Murphy and a contin-
gent of the Michigan National Guard 
arrived in Flint the following day. To 
his credit Murphy used the guardsmen 
to simply maintain order rather than at-
tack the strikers. Genora Johnson, con-
vinced through her action in the battle 
that there was a need for courageous 
women to fight beside their men, cre-
ated the “Women Emergency Brigade.” 

The Michigan National Guard helped reduce the 
violence during the Flint Sit Down Strike.
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Ultimately 350 women joined, adopting 
a uniform of red berets and red arm 
bands with white lettering. By January 
20, the brigade, organized along mili-
tary lines with Johnson as commander 
in chief, was ready for action to “form 
a line around the men, and if the police 
want to fi re at them, they’ll just have to 
fi re into us.”

Throughout January, General Mo-
tors continued its strong public rela-
tions campaign that ultimately put the 
strikers on the defensive. UAW leader-
ship countered with a secret plan to 
seize the vital Chevrolet Plant No. Four 
that produced 1 million engines yearly. 
On February 2, UAW forces attempted 
to take over Chevrolet Plant No. Nine. 
Hundreds of GM guards rushed to repel 
the attack, hurling tear gas at the strik-
ers and ultimately beating them back. 
But it was simply a clever UAW feint, 
and the real target, Chevrolet Plant No. 
Four, guarded only by a skeleton crew, 
was easily taken.

When the police arrived and at-
tempted to enter the plant, Johnson, 
issuing commands from a sound car, 
summoned Emergency Brigade women 
to lock arms and ignore police orders 
to disperse. They then formed a revolv-
ing picket line in front of the plant 
while singing “We Shall Not Be Moved” 
as the police looked on “rather 
sheepishly.”

A week of intense bargaining led 
by Murphy ultimately brought an end 
to the strike on February 11, 1937. 
While the UAW did not win permanent 
exclusive representation, it gained a 
popular victory. With UAW prestige 
assured, auto workers fl ocked to join it. 
By year’s end its membership had grown 
from 30,000 to 500,000. Wages for auto 
workers soon increased by as much as 
300 percent and the UAW secured writ-
ten agreements with 4,000 automobile 
and automobile parts companies. Cur-
rently, the Sloan Museum in Flint is pre-
paring a major exhibit about “the strike 
heard round the world,” including the 
important role played by women.
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HAT DO YOU suppose you 
could have accomplished if, 
back in high school, you and 

two of your buddies had decided to 
devote tens of thousands of hours — in 
this case, literally man-hours — to a 
project?

If you were Vicksburg’s Bob Harper, 
Gordon Oswalt and Tim Moore, at least 
one of those accomplishments would be 
the accumulation of an impressive total 
of 127 years of experience in the annual 
Vicksburg Rotary Showboat.

Every year since 1953, the Rotary 
Club in this south Kalamazoo County 
village of 2,300 has been producing a 
musical program, centered primarily 
around a male chorus, in order to raise 
money for community projects. And 
ever since that earliest performance, 
Harper, Oswalt and Moore — along with 

hundreds of other local and not-so-local 
citizens — have been deeply involved in 
making the show succeed. 

The dedication these people have 
shown for more than half a century has 
helped raise to date more than $525,000, 
supporting local resources that range 
from the village hospital and commu-
nity center to its library and local parks. 
Showboat proceeds also support the 
Vicksburg Historical Society, area music 
projects, and programs for local and 
foreign exchange students.

Few of us can sustain enthusiasm 
for a project through fi ve years, or ten, 
let alone for 54. How do they do it? Are 
Showboat participants all that different 
from the rest of us?

Not really.
Bob Harper is a good example. Born 

and raised in Vicksburg, Bob grew up 

on his family’s centennial farm, about 
fi ve miles east of the village. The Harper 
farm was next to the Oswalt farm, where 
Gordon Oswalt, three years Harper’s 
senior, grew up. Theirs is a third-genera-
tion friendship, with family lore on both 
sides recounting tales of buying trips 
their fathers took together out West in 
the 1940s and 50s, bringing cattle home 
via rail or even back roads. The two 
eventually inherited the family farms, 
and today, at ages 68 and 71 respectively, 
Harper and Oswalt remain close friends 
as well as neighbors.

While Bob Harper and Gordon 
Oswalt were growing up in the country, 
Tim Moore was a city boy. His family, 
too, had a long history in the village of 
Vicksburg. His father was an engineer at 
the paper mill that was the foundation of 
Vicksburg’s economy for so many years, 

The Vicksburg Rotary Club 
has been known to pull the 
showboat out of storage between 
winter  performances to 
participate in local parades.

The Vicksburg Rotary Club 
has been known to pull the 

Vicksburg’s 
 Rotary Showboat

Testing the Waters for a Second Half-Century
Bob Harper, Gordon Oswalt and Tim Moore are the three musketeers — never missing 
a Showboat run in its long history of performances to raise money for worthy causes.
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and the Moore family lived on Sunset 
Lake, in the village.  

As a child, Bob Harper attended 
one-room schools in the country, fi rst 
the Harper School (100 yards from 
his home), then the Brown School, 
three miles distant, to which he had 
to be bussed. Then, when he was 
ready for seventh grade, Harper and 
the other “country kids” had to come 
into town for school. On the fi rst 
day of school that year, youngsters 
were told to fi nd a buddy 
whose 

birthday was close to theirs, and Moore 
and Harper discovered they shared a 
December 6 birthday, with Moore just 
one year younger than Harper. That co-
incidence completed the triumvirate that 
would lead Harper, Moore and Oswalt to 
friendship.

In 1953, searching for a novel fund-
raiser (and having determined that the 
rodeo they tried one year wasn’t it), the 
Vicksburg Rotary Club decided, in the 
Mickey Rooney-Judy Garland tradition, 
to put on a show. Tim Moore’s father 
Gordon (“Red”) Moore sang and played 

the piano and harmonica in those 
earliest shows, and Tim, a teenager 
and working as a carryout boy at the 
local market, couldn’t wait to get 
off work on Saturday nights each 
year during Showboat, to run over 
to the high school and watch the 
show.

While Moore watched the 
show, Harper was the fi rst of 
the three to take the plunge 
into Show(boat) business. In 
high school, he played tenor 

sax in a band they called Harper’s 
Herd (appropriately enough, given the 
family’s cattle farm). The Herd played be-
fore Showboat performances and during 
intermissions, the predecessor to today’s 
Showboat pit band.

Eventually, the three friends went 
off to college: Oswalt left for 
Michigan State in 1953, where 

he studied agricultural extension and 
animal husbandry; Harper headed 
to MSU in 1956, to major in agricul-
tural extension; and Moore went to the 
University of Michigan in 1956 to study 
natural resources and forestry. Soon after 
graduation, all three returned to their 
local roots. 

Moore was the fi rst to re-establish 
his Showboat ties, joining the Rotary 
Club in 1964. “And when you join Rota-
ry,” he says, “you automatically become 
part of Showboat.” 

Once Moore got involved in Rotary 
and in Showboat, could Harper and 
Oswalt be far behind? Sensing that 
his friends might be able to offer some 
much-needed bass to the chorus, Moore 
quickly recruited them. Both joined 
Rotary and, naturally, Showboat. 

As young men do, these three soon 
took wives. When Bob Harper’s cousin, 
Sue, brought her sorority sister, Pitts-
burgh-born Nancy Beadling, home from 
school for the large family’s Thanksgiving 
dinner one year, the two hit it off immedi-
ately. At the time, however, Nancy soon-
to-be Harper told Sue she would never 
marry a farmer; today, looking back at 47 
years as a farmer’s wife, she still laughs 

At 7:00 a.m. on the Sunday after Showboat 
closes for the year, all the Vicksburg Rotarians 
arrive to strike the set and clean the stage. As 
they complete their duties the Rotary cooks 
ring the bell to call them for a true farmers’ 
breakfast. Preparing the meal here are: Marty 
Moore, Norm Skippers, Tim Moore, Lee 
Philport, Gordon Oswalt and Bob Harper.

During the 1998 show, Tim Moore (black 
hat and red scarf) performed surgery on Bob 
Harper.

were told to fi nd a buddy 
whose 

earliest shows, and Tim, a teenager 
and working as a carryout boy at the 
local market, couldn’t wait to get 
off work on Saturday nights each 
year during Showboat, to run over 
to the high school and watch the 
show.

show, Harper was the fi rst of 
the three to take the plunge 

sax in a band they called Harper’s 
Herd (appropriately enough, given the 
family’s cattle farm). The Herd played be-

During the 1998 show, Tim Moore (black 
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about that youthful proclamation. 
They were married in Pennsylva-

nia in 1960, and once they’d moved to 
Vicksburg and Bob had gotten ensnared 
by Moore into joining Showboat once 
again, Nancy, along with the other 
wives, soon discovered that Show-
boat participation did not stop with 
the males in the family. The new Mrs. 
Harper was soon doing make-up for 
the shows. This was, she remembers, 
a messy proposition back in the early 
years, when the minstrel format still 
included gooey, black stage make-up. 
Nancy has also served for years on the 
committee that plans and implements 
the club’s Thursday night pre-show 
dinner, a tradition that goes back to 
the earliest years of Showboat. Oswalt’s 

wife Bonnie has organized the dinner 
for many years, as well as working on 
make-up, costumes and in the box of-
fi ce. Marti Moore has even been on the 
Showboat stage — a rarity in the tradi-
tionally all-male show — appearing in 
2005 as a pickpocket. 

In addition to hitting the low notes, 
Harper and Oswalt have provided much 
of the humor in Showboat skits – some of 
which has even been intentional. Jokes 
that recur annually — sometimes for 
decades — are a time-honored tradition 
in Showboat. Harper describes one skit 
that he has done repeatedly: a building 
scene in which he holds a nail positioned 
on a board, and tells a co-performer who 
is holding an oversized hammer: “When 
I nod my head, you hit it.”  The inevi-

Showboat

Members of the Showboat make-up commit-
tee prepare to practice their skills on Breanna 
Conant. Committee members include: Nancy 

Harper, Shelly Conant, Jon Conant 
and Bob Harper.
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Wilbur Wright 
(Larry Forsyth) and 
brother Orville (Bob 
Harper) try to fi gure 
out their frequent-
fl yer mileage report.
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table happens. “That explains a lot,” says 
Nancy Harper, looking ruefully at her 
husband.

Oswalt and Harper have appeared 
together for many years in the skits that 
punctuate the Showboat songs. Harper 
has a recurring role as a zany doctor, 
and the two frequently have appeared 
in front of the curtain together, acting 
in a newspaper skit based on current 
events, many of them local, during scene 
changes.

From the beginning, Moore knew 
that what he wanted to do was to help 
write the scripts, a job he continues to 
perform 41 years later. Moore has also 
been involved in engineering the action 
in Showboat. There’s always a lot of noise 
and smoke and blinking lights, and 
things are always blowing up — again, 
usually, but not always, according to the 
script — in Showboat. Sometimes the 
unscripted action gets dangerous: Oswalt 
recounts the year a huge piece of steel 
fell from the rafters, narrowly missing 
one of the Rotarians on stage. “That was 
when they decided to buy liability insur-
ance,” remembers Harper.

The three friends can also be found 
together at 6 a.m. on the Sunday follow-
ing the Saturday night Showboat perfor-
mance each year, as they serve breakfast 
to the tear-down crew, which packs up 
for another year the Showboat and props. 

The time commitment to this 
project is enormous. The script 
committee starts its work each 

year in July or August, meeting every 
week or so until November. By the fi rst 
of the year, the script is ready for re-
hearsals to begin. From the fi rst of Janu-
ary until the Showboat sails for its three 
performances at the end of February, 
the singers and musicians and actors 
devote every Sunday afternoon (except 
for Superbowl Sunday, of course), plus 
countless more hours practicing with 
their sections. 

Current show director and Vicks-
burg family practice physician Ken 
Franklin states that the 2007 Showboat 
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cast will comprise more than 40 on-stage 
performers, including a 35-member, 
four-part, male chorus. Franklin esti-
mates that each show requires more than 
30 hours of rehearsal over seven weeks, 

and more than 60 hours of backstage 
work, custom costumes and prop con-
struction. 

Harper notes that, much to each 
director’s dismay, Showboat rehears-

als have frequently been “awful,” but 
“... it always comes together at the last 
minute.” Still, these aren’t professional 
performers. Do they ever forget a line? 
Of course, and Harper has confessed to 
completely forgetting to come out onto 
the stage at all for a skit once. Segments 
that were carefully scripted by Moore 
and the other writers are occasionally 
sabotaged by botched lines or — even 
more of an anathema to writers and 
directors — by ad libs. Frequently, even 
writer Moore admits that the mistakes 
and the ad libs garner the most laughs 
of all. 

The three friends have all been 
Rotarians for years, serving in all the 
club’s offices and on all its committees, 
and winning all its awards, including 
the club’s highest honor, the Paul Harris 
Award, named for the founder of Rotary 
and given to a member for outstanding 
service to Rotary and to the community. 
But beyond Rotary, these are men who 
are all deeply involved in their commu-
nity, serving on school boards, govern-
mental bodies, Farm Bureau and 4-H, 
church committees, agricultural and 
professional organizations. They have 
coached Little League and chaired the 
foundations and the building projects. 
They’ve headed up the local United Way 
and Historical Society projects, and all 
three have hosted Rotary foreign ex-
change students through the years. 

Moore credits Showboat as being 
one of the main reasons that Vicksburg 
now has one of the most impressive 
auditoriums in southwest Michigan, 
the Vicksburg Performing Arts Center 

Showboat

The base section of the Showboat Chorus takes a break during a rehearsal. Section members include: 
(back) Bob Harper, Tim Hofmeister, Tom Miller, Dave Reeves, Brendan Monroe, Dale Muyskins and 
(front) Joe Brockington and Jim Prudden.

The 54th annual Vicksburg Rotary 
Showboat will take place February 22–
24, 2007, in the Vicksburg Performing 
Arts Center at Vicksburg High School, 
501 E. Highway St., Vicksburg, Mich.  
Call 321-1193 for ticket information.

It’s Time for This  
Year’s Show
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(PAC). The auditorium, which seats more 
than 1,000, is located in Vicksburg High 
School and opened in 1994.

In addition to Showboat and musical 
and dramatic performances by students 
from all levels of the Vicksburg schools, 
annual events scheduled at the PAC 
include other local shows such as Main 
Street Review, held each fall, and annual 
performances by the South County Play-
ers, a local acting troupe that involves 
both children and adults in theater. 

The PAC also has hosted a Gilmore 
International Keyboard Festival recital, 
the Kalamazoo Symphony, and West-
ern Michigan University’s Gold Com-
pany and Western Jazz Quartet. More 
than 20,000 people attended events at 
Vicksburg’s PAC in 2005.

The Showboat project has indeed, 
as Harper and his friends observe, 
bound together Vicksburg Rotar-

ians, but its influence extends far beyond 
the club. Vicksburg school personnel, 
from the cooks to the auditorium staff, are 
of course involved, but so are the athletes, 
with members of the Varsity Club serving 
and cleaning up after the Thursday night 
dinners. In its pre-Performing Arts Center 
days, local Boy Scouts were hired by the 
Rotary Club to set up chairs for the audi-
ence, and Village police always handled 
traffic control duty. As people have gotten 
more mobile through the years, Showboat 
singers have come from farther away, 
with men from Kalamazoo, Portage, and 
even other cities and states making the 
weekly trek to town for rehearsal and 
performances. 

Throughout the years, Harper, 
Oswalt and Moore have seen society 
and the community evolve and, along-
side that, they have experienced the 
evolution of the Rotary Showboat. The 
earliest Rotary Showboats were old-time 
minstrel shows, a format considered ac-
ceptable in the ’50s, though one that in-
evitably would have to change. Oswalt 
states that, even without prior stage ex-
perience, in the early years he was never 
shy of appearing on the stage, because 
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Showboat

of the heavy makeup and outlandish 
costumes the performers wore. The 
camouflage let the men hide in plain 
sight, while still, as Oswalt describes it, 
“stepping outside of their norm.” “Peo-
ple can act out things they’ve always 
wanted to do,” he said, “get in front 
of people and do off-the-wall things.” 
Men who spend the workdays in barns 
and fields and offices and classrooms 
and clinics and hospitals and forests, 
for these three nights a year, appear on 
stage, playing to crowds of — even back 
in the earliest days — several thousand. 
Now they do it without the make-up to 
hide behind, and seeing so many famil-
iar faces on stage is part of the appeal 
for the audience.

Back in the mid-1950s, says Oswalt, 
Showboat was the big, big event in the 
community each year. “There wasn’t so 
much going on as there is now. Not so 
many people went to Florida in the win-
ter. Showboat was one of the only games 
in town.” What’s surprising through the 
years is not that there’s more competi-
tion for people’s attention now, but that, 
despite all that competition, from TVs to 
RVs, from the interstates to the internet, 
Showboat has survived, and continues to 
pull in the crowds each year.

Back when Harper, Oswalt and 
Moore became involved, musicality was 
not a prerequisite for being in Showboat. 
That has also changed, the men report. 
While a few of the performers today still 
aren’t able to read music, that’s much 
less common than it was in the early 
days. About 20 years ago, the chorus “got 
sophisticated,” said Moore, introducing 
true choral musicality and four-part har-
mony. The songs became more challeng-
ing and the singers began taking great 
pride in their music. 

Harper says that these days men who 
like to sing seek out Vicksburg’s Show-
boat and vie for a place in the chorus. The 
whole effort, he believes, is more profes-
sional in recent years. A major change 
about 10 years ago melded modern 
technology with rehearsal technique: The 
music director began recording the music 
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and providing singers with tapes or CDs. 
These days you can see Showboat sing-
ers earnestly practicing their harmony 
and learning the music as they drive to 
workplaces scattered all over southwest 
Michigan.

All three men get somber as they 
discuss one of the most touching and 
beloved of the Vicksburg Showboat 
traditions: the chorus’s role in funerals 
of departed Rotarian friends. They have 
done this many times in recent years, 
often choosing to sing “Amazing Grace” 
and Showboat’s signature show closer, 
“The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

Among them, the Harpers, the 
Oswalts and the Moores now have 15 
children and 27 grandchildren. Sev-
eral of these offspring, at one point or 
another in their lives, have continued 
the family Showboat tradition. When 
Harper’s youngest son, Steve, was 5, he 
joined his dad on stage, with one line: 
“There’s a boat coming down the river!” 
Oswalt has brought two generations of 
his family to the Showboat stage: son 
Dan and, debuting this year, Gordon’s 
16-year-old grandson, Joe. Another 
Oswalt son, Scott, also played in the 
pit band while he was in high school. 
Moore’s son Scottie got so hooked on 
the backstage part of the production as 
a youth that he made it his career, and 
today owns a business in Chicago that 
is a natural progression from the wiring 
and lighting systems he designed as a 
youth in Vicksburg.

Harper, Oswalt and Moore all stress 
that the main benefit they’ve personally 
derived from their many years of Show-
boat involvement is the deep friendship 
with all the cast and crew. The common 
bond of joining together in practices, 
in performing, and in the parties that 
always accompany Showboat have tied 
generations of Vicksburg area men to-
gether for all these years. Far beyond the 
benefit to the individuals, however, is the 
huge influence Vicksburg Rotary Show-
boat has played, for the past 54 years, 
in binding together the community, its 
people, and the generations. 
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ETERMINING THE PLACE and 
space that is Western Michigan 
University has 

been a tall order for 
Yvonne “Evie” Asken as 
its director of campus 
planning since 1989.

Asken entered the 
brave new world of ar-
chitecture in the 1950s, 
when the fi eld was 
available to only a few 
courageous women. 
She plunged head-long 
into the fi eld and left her mark. At the 
dawn of the 1980s she served as presi-
dent of the Michigan Society of Archi-
tects, and she is among the few women 
in the United States to be inducted into 
the College of Fellows of the American 
Institute of Architects.

As director of campus planning, her 
main focus involves the “hardscape” of 

the entire Kalamazoo acreage, includ-
ing the location of buildings, the master 

planning for the 
overall unit, proposals 
for new facilities, and 
estimated budgets for 
these projects.

From a schematic 
design that her offi ce 
envisions comes the 
next step to hire an 
architectural fi rm 
to fl esh the concept 
out, followed by such 

other phases as facility development and 
construction.

The day she walked on to the WMU 
campus as a member of the administra-
tion, she became involved in the renova-
tion of Waldo Library and the construc-
tion of the computer center that were 
already under way. Schneider Hall, home 
of the Haworth College of Business, was 

also coming out of the ground.
“The fi rst big projects that were un-

dertaken totally after I arrived,” she said, 
“were the Student Recreation Center and 
the reconfi guration of Read Field House.”

While those loomed as major devel-
opments that would reshape Western’s 
facilities and the university’s students 
physically, they paled when compared 
to the unveiling of the WMU College 
of Engineering and Applied Sciences in 
the early fall of 2003 on the 265-acre 
Parkview Avenue campus along U. S. 131.

The 343,000-square-foot, $72.5-mil-
lion facility — two years in the making 
— opened for business as the universi-
ty’s largest academic building. It houses 
nine engineering departments that serve 
around 3,000 students each semester. 

A pair of parking ramps attached to 
each of the two-story wings and a paper-
coating pilot plant are part of the com-
plex that sits in the center of the WMU 
Business Technology and Research Park, 
which is home to 10 companies involved 
in the life sciences, information technol-
ogy and advanced engineering.

Another institution-changing 
milestone came in the fall of 2005 when, 
for the fi rst time in its 30-year existence, 
the WMU College of Health and Human 
Services moved into its own home, all 
200,000 square feet of it. 

All of the college’s programs 
came under the same roof of a four-
level building perched atop a hill along 
Oakland Drive on land formerly used 
by the Kalamazoo Regional Psychiat-
ric Hospital. Both undergraduate and 
graduate students seeking health-care 
careers in helping the visually impaired, 
occupational therapy, speech pathology, 
audiology, nursing, substance-abuse 
counseling, holistic health, social work, 
and being a physician’s assistant now 
had a centralized location to pursue their 
studies and engage in research.

Even before that undraping of a 
much-needed, fi nished product, Western 
celebrated in the spring of 2005 two oth-
er pending arrivals that were conceived 
in Asken’s offi ce — a new chemistry 

Evie Asken, reared in 
the 50’s and 60’s when 
career opportunities for 
women were few and far 
between, never dreamed 
she’d be involved in plan-
ning the layout of a major 
university. But looking 
back, it all makes sense.

Evie Asken stops by a major academic build-
ing renovation while on a walk around the 
Western Michigan University campus.

Glass Ceiling?Glass Ceiling?
No Problem!By Tom Thinnes
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building, attached to Wood Hall and bor-
dered by Waldo Library and the Dalton 
Center, that began its service to students 
this month and the James and Lois Rich-
mond Center for Visual Arts, scheduled 
for a spring 2007 dedication. 

The three-auditorium chemistry 
complex is entirely dedicated to instruc-
tion. Faculty offices can be reached 
through the connector to Wood Hall. To 
preserve campus green space, Asken and 
her planning team blueprinted a tunnel 
connecting it and the Dalton Center for 
providing shipping and utility mainte-
nance.

“We started talking about some-
thing that would become the Richmond 
Center as far back as 1995,” Asken said. 

“What it evolved into was something 
that would be more than just a new 
home for arts programs.”

With two large exhibition 
spaces designed into the 
45,000-square foot build-

ing named for two WMU alumni who 
contributed $2.5 million toward the 
project, the new center is being built on 
the Fountain Plaza between the Dalton 
Center and the Miller Auditorium park-
ing ramp. Enclosed walkways will con-
nect it to both. The Richmond Center is 
also being connected to the south wing 
of Kohrman Hall that will eventually 
be renovated to house classrooms and 
studios for the School of Art. 

Nearby, and scheduled to be com-
pleted in December of 2007, is the $14.8-
million renovation of Brown Hall, which 
welcomed its first students in 1967 and 
hosts many of the university’s programs 
in communications and languages.

So, which of all of these was Asken’s 
favorite project? Candidly, she said it was 
the one that never completely saw the 
light of day.

“What I wanted to do was something 
very neat for the west end of the campus,” 
she said, “something that would define 
that area and set it apart as an entrance. 
Something beyond Haenicke Hall. I think 
it could have been the start of solving so 
many issues for students on campus, but 
it was put on hold.”

The Richmond Center for Visual Arts is preparing to open in early March. Long range planning allowed this new facility to be integrated into the area of  
campus dominated by the College of Fine Arts and near Miller Auditorium.

Photo: ron Dundon
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What Asken conceived was “a welcoming place, a place 
where new students could easily get started in the process of 
coming to Western.” She envisioned “a new kind of student 
center — one that would include something like a Starbuck’s 
— and a new admissions building.”

Part of what she envisioned did reach the brick-and-mor-
tar stage — the “round-about” traffic configuration that is 
now in play on the university’s western boundary. 

While Asken is pondering calling it a career possibly by 
next June, she’s not slowing down in her crystal-balling.

“The College of Health and Human Services has been 
taken care of,” she said. “So have the colleges of engineering 
and business, and the arts community.” 

Still on her platter are a major reconstruction and restora-
tion of Sangren Hall for the WMU College of Education and 
an update of some residence halls. These are all in the master-
plan process that goes through the Michigan Legislature’s 
funding of capital projects for universities and community 
colleges. The “hardscape” between the Bernhard Center to 
Haenicke Hall — making it more of a “green space” — is also 
on the drawing board.

In reflecting on her career that spans the best part of four 
decades, Asken knows the turf.

“Architects can fit in a variety of niches,” she said. “They 
can be designers and be involved in the technical side of proj-
ects. Although I did some designing, I became more involved 
in the administrative area. I think I preferred that because of 
the interfacing with people.

“I can truly say that, for me, every day has been almost 
totally different,” she said. “I liked solving problems and 
making things work. I liked working within a budget, com-
ing up with ideas that allowed you to do as much as you can 
with whatever you had. I liked making it happen with limited 
resources. I guess that’s why I became active in organizations 
within the profession.”

Recognizing that her parents provided a platform for 
her to develop that curiosity and drive to succeed, she 
credits them and her upbringing in Kansas City, Kan., 

by noting that they invested their working careers into making 
certain that she and her sister would have every educational op-
portunity. Not willing to miss out on a moment, Asken enrolled 
in the Kansas State University program in architecture right 
after her 1954 graduation from high school.

The traffic roundabout at the west end of campus facilitates the flow of 
both automobile and foot traffic in a very busy area.
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“My father was a car inspector 
for the Union Pacific Railroad, and my 
mother was in the food-service business,” 
Asken said. “During her career, she man-
aged the restaurant in Macy’s department 
store in downtown Kansas City and even 
operated her own restaurant.”

They tailored their work days to 
fit into their daughters’ schedules — he 
worked the swing shift from 3 p.m. to 
midnight while she was on the job from 
5 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“There was never any doubt that my 
sister and I would be going to college,” 
Asken said. “My father enrolled me in his 
version of a college-prep curriculum with 
lots of drafting and math courses. I think 
he wanted me to become an engineer but 
realized that might be a closed profes-
sion for women. That’s why I ended up 
in architecture in Kansas State’s five-year 
program. I also took a lot of art classes, 
which have all served me well.”

Born too soon for truly competitive 
sports in high school and college, Asken 
did buck another trend back then by 

This aerial view of the WMU Business 
Technology and Research Park shows 
the layout of the roads and some early 
buildings while the ground level photo 
illustrates how natural areas can be 
maintained among the many buildings.

showing an interest in competitive high 
school sports, which society at the time 
thought should be reserved for the guys. 
As has been her style, she took advantage 
of what was offered by playing basketball 
and softball on city teams, including the 
key role as a windmill-windup pitcher.

Asken completed her undergraduate 
degree work in the required five years 
and was in the job market by the spring 
of 1959. By that time, she had met, on 
campus, future husband Gene Asken, a 
1958 Kansas State graduate with a de-
gree in agricultural journalism. Married 
in 1960, they were destined to leave The 
Plains for the Great Lakes.

“Gene got a job with The Packer, 
which was a trade publication for the 
food industry,” she said. His territory 
was the Midwest, and he traveled Michi-
gan, Ohio, Indiana and other states, 
writing articles about the production of 
fruits, vegetables and other food crops.

The recently married couple decided 
that a place called Kalamazoo would 
be an ideal, centrally located base of 

operations for his travels. What about 
her career? Well, she’d find whatever she 
could.

What she found came as a result of 
a “cold call” at what is now Kingscott 
Associates Inc., which was established in 
1929 by Louis Kingscott Sr. as a civil-
engineering firm. Once he became a li-
censed architect, the company branched 
out to provide those services, spurred 
also by the architectural career of son 
Louis Kingscott Jr.

“There weren’t too many women 
architects at the time in Michigan and 
there was none at Kingscott,” Asken said, 
“so he placed me in the design depart-
ment. He didn’t want me with his other 
architects because he thought ‘some of 
those guys would be a little rough.’” 

After a couple of years at Kingscott, 
Asken left the profession to at-
tend to family matters. Over the 

next 42 months, they became the parents 
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evie Asken

of two sons and a daughter, all of whom 
attended Portage Northern High School.

Older son Greg was a three-sport 
performer for the Huskies, including 
all-conference status in football. He now 
works in Grand Rapids for the phar-
maceutical firm of Schering-Plough. 
An all-conference swimmer at Portage 
Northern, daughter Linda is a physical-
therapy assistant at a hospital in LaPorte, 
Ind. Son Rick lives in Naperville, Ill., 
and is first vice president for operations 
at a Chicago investment company. Seven 
grandchildren complete the Asken clan.

Once the kids were of school age 
and a bit more independent, Asken 
moved back into the world of work a 
decade after receiving her degree. About 
the same time in the late 1960s, Gene 
had been hired to direct the advertising 
functions for The Upjohn Company’s 
agricultural division in Richland.

She spent another six years at 
Kingscott, operated her own practice for 
a couple of years, and accepted an offer 
from Hobbs + Black, an Ann Arbor-based 
enterprise that wanted to establish a 
branch office in Michigan’s capital city. 

“For about two years,” Asken said, “I 
commuted to Lansing just about every day 
of the week — a tough way to practice.” 

When Robert Beam, Western’s 
vice president of business and finance, 
approached her about becoming the 
university’s facility-planning director, 
Asken jumped at the chance to stay near 
home. “Bob hired me,” she said, “and he 
is still my boss.”

By then, Asken had become deeply 
involved in a number of professional 
organizations, including the American 
Institute of Architects and the Michigan 
Society of Architects. Soon after joining 
Western’s staff, she became affiliated with 
the Association of University Architects 
and the Society of Collegiate and Uni-
versity Planners. She served as national 
president of the former group in 2000.

In addition to her full workload as 
a professional and as a parent, Asken 
found time to serve three years on the 
Portage Planning Commission and a like 
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period of time on the governing board 
of the Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. From 1980 to 1982, she was 
the president of the Portage division of 
the chamber. 

Other community service includes 
directorships for the Heritage Com-
munity of Kalamazoo, the Kalamazoo 
County Economic Expansion Corp. and 
the Kalamazoo Downtown Development 
Authority’s task force for the first Arca-
dia Creek project.

“When I was a student at Kansas 
State,” she said, “the thought never 
entered my mind that I would be helping 
plan the layout of a major university. I 
had no idea what I would be doing. I don’t 
think any 17-year-old does. What seemed 
like my path would be to work for a while, 
get married and raise some kids. 

“I do remember some of my father’s 
advice,” she said. “Get trained in what-
ever you want to do as best you can, 
and each year will take care of itself. 
Too often these days, young people start 
college and expect to see their future, 
instead of just letting things happen.

“I believe they should take advantage 
of the opportunities that come their way,” 
she said, “allow themselves to be changed, 
and develop and evolve as a person.”

With Gene already in a retire-
ment mode and spending his free time 
shepherding family investments, Evie is 
approaching her calling-it-quits decision 
with the same kind of “Que Sera, Sera” 
philosophy.

“I know something will happen,” 

An evening view of the WMU College of  
Engineering.
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evie Asken

she said. “I’ll do something. I always 
have. I have lots of friends in the com-
munity and I will be able to move on.” 

In other words, there will be more 
to do than the leisure-time activities that 
now complement her days — walking, 
jogging and gardening at the couple’s 
home in Portage. “I change my garden 
all of the time,” she said. “It’s not like at 
Western where whatever you do stays for 
quite a while.”

Asken believes she will miss some 
aspects of what she has been doing for 17 
years. “From what I know, people who re-
tire miss the conflicts, the challenges, and 
the hurdles they had to overcome in their 
jobs. That’s why retirement is sometimes 
difficult to navigate for some people.”

These days, due to more gender bal-
ance in the field, chances are good that 
Askens’ colleagues are more likely to be 
women.

“It’s about 50-50 among those earn-
ing degrees in architecture,” she said. 
“However, when it comes to women 
who actually engage in the practice, the 
percentage drops significantly. Fewer get 
their license in architecture. I’d say it is 
about 10 percent.”

As she stated earlier, there are all 
kinds of niches out there, leading women 
to find other ways than the architectural 
tradition of designing and building. In 
major firms, there is still a dearth of 
women in leadership roles; they tend 
to form their own business or establish 
small shops.

Because both of the Askens trav-
eled much in their careers, don’t look 
for them to fill many of the remaining 
blank pages on their passports with 
destination stamps. “It’s not that big a 
deal anymore,” she said, especially since 
son Rick spent time for his company on 
assignments in London and Madrid and 
they used his place as a travel base.

Evie doesn’t have to travel the world 
to see majestic architecture. She can see 
it in Kalamazoo, thanks in part to doing 
more than her share toward planning 
facilities that are located right here in 
Kalamazoo. 
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Poetry anyone? How about 
shar ing your verse wi th       
Kalamazoo-area readers? 
Please submit a short per-
sonal profi le to accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com

Answer!

Out on a Limb

(question on p. 11)

Pyramidal in shape, this tree’s single trunk is often crooked or 
leaning and fl uted with folds and creases; its reddish wood is 
quite brittle but very aromatic! Growing to 50 feet in height, 
its needles are scale-like, very small, green to gray-blue and 
overlap each other. It produces male and female cones on 
separate trees; the male cones are light brown and resemble 
tiny grape clusters and the female cones are berry-like, deep 
blue and used to fl avor gin during the distillation process. The 
tree oil has been used as a perfume, and the wood is valued 
for chests, pencils, sills, interior trim and posts. Many birds 
use this tree as cover and spread its seeds by eating cones and 
dispersing seeds in their droppings. Also called red juniper 
or eastern juniper, the eastern red cedar is drought resistant 
and one of the fi rst trees to grow back when prairies or fi elds 
experience fi res.
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Guess
WHO

Rachel Parfet Worgess is a native of Richland, having gradu-

ated from Gull Lake High School and University of Michigan. She 

is co-owner of The Pilates Body in Richland, and she and husband 

Drew are the proud parents of Ellie, 4 months. Rachel serves on 

the boards of Planned Parenthood of South Central Michigan and 

the YWCA of Kalamazoo. She is also chairing the local YWCA’s $5 

million capital campaign that is $1 million from its $5 million goal. 

With a facility that serves over 20,000 women and their families 

each year, Rachel says the need to renovate and upgrade facilities is 

obvious to anyone familiar with the YWCA.

Ann Parfet, Rachel’s mother, has long been involved in com-

munity service in Kalamazoo, including Planned Parenthood of 

South Central Michigan and Family & Children Services. When 

daughter Rachel asked her to co-chair the YWCA capital campaign, 

she said it was an offer she couldn’t refuse. Ann, co-owner of Bravo! 

Restaurant and Café, has helped recruit husband Don and older 

daughter Sydney to also assist in the YWCA campaign.

Dental patient Jennifer Shoub, C.E.O. of the local YWCA, has 

also served on the Regional Steering Committee and worked at the 

national level to incorporate many positive changes. Born in Michi-

gan but raised mostly in Ohio, she is a board member of Downtown 

Kalamazoo, Inc. and the Downtown Development Authority.

With the oversized drill and crowbar extracted from Rachel 

and Ann, Jennifer will return to her real dentist.  A big thank you 

goes to Dr. Anthony Garofola and his staff for allowing us to trans-

form their dental offi ce into a photo studio for a few hours.

Answer To

Rachel Parfet Worgess
Ann Parfet
Jennifer Shoub

Jennifer Shoub, Ann Parfet and Rachel Parfet Worgess.
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xperience the quality of custom cabinetry inspired by today’s lifestyle.
Designed just for you by Kirshman & Associates, a design team you can trust.

• Custom and semi-custom cabinetry.
• Countertops in solid surface, granite, quartz, 

concrete, marble, cultured marble, laminate, & more.
• Bath & Cabinet Hardware — one of the largest 

selections in the area.

❖

Bill Kirshman, CKD

See our showroom in The Shoppes at Parkview Hills

3325 Greenleaf Blvd.   Kalamazoo, MI 49008

Open Monday thru Friday, 9:00 – 5:00 • Saturday and evenings by appointment
(269) 353-1191

View our showroom online at www.kirshman.com

Kitchen & Bath Design Studio

or the ultimate in creative and functional design

Kitchen & Bath Design Studio



The one and only...

Your Imaging Leader.

KNI/Southwest Michigan Imaging  . 1700 Gull Road  . Kalamazoo, MI 49048  . (269) 342-1099  . www.kniimaging.com

First MRI in the region. First to go filmless.

First to be JCAHO accredited. First to

transmit images over the internet. Virtually

every MRI advance in Southwestern

Michigan has been pioneered by KNI. Now

serving the region at two locations, includ-

ing the new NeuroInstitute of Southwest

Michigan, KNI brings you the first and only

open MR magnet in the region. Improved

comfort for patients. Great diagnostic

information for physicians.

Philips Panorama 1.0T MR system


