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RECENT EVENTS in Haiti catapulted many caring people into 
action. From the wealthiest movie stars to school children, 
the emotions have run high and the public has responded 
to help those whose very existence has been in jeopardy. All 

of these people should be proud of their 
accomplishments and should be comforted 
knowing they have done something to make 
someone’s world a better place.

But it shouldn’t take a major disaster 
to stimulate involvement in improving our 
world. Problems and shortages are reported 
daily by the news media. We just have to 
decide what it is we care about and identify 

how we might advance the cause or improve the condition. 
We needn’t feel guilty that we didn’t do more for the people in 
Haiti; we should feel guilty only if we aren’t doing something for 
someone other than ourselves.

Perhaps your interest is in the arts. Then get involved and 
find a way to make the arts community stronger and more 
vibrant. You don’t have to impact the entire arts world. Pick 
something about which you really care and learn how you can 
be involved. You may not be able to carry a tune or draw a stick 
figure, but just because you are no artist doesn’t mean you can’t 
lend a hand.

Maybe your concern is children. There are many 
organizations begging for volunteers to make children’s lives 

better. If you are uncomfortable working directly with a needy 
child, then ask how you can help in some other way. Possibly 
you could help in an office or on a committee or by making a 
monetary donation.

It could be that you have a special skill — as a doctor, dentist, 
teacher, or some other profession. How about lending your special 
talents and knowledge to an organization that so desperately 
needs the expertise you possess. Maybe you can’t give as many 
hours of your time as some others can, but anything you give will 
most certainly be welcomed.

Thomas Paine said, “Lead, follow, or get out of the way.” This 
admonition may have been appropriate for the time, but in today’s 
world, those of us who are among the most fortunate shouldn’t 
just “get out of the way” and feel as though we are doing enough. 
We ought to either lead or find an organization or person we can 
get behind and support. We must lead or follow. The needs are 
just too great to ignore.

Get involved. Become passionate. Turn yourself into a 
champion. Nothing really important will ever get done without 
such intense commitment. You may grow weary, you may become 
frustrated, but in the end you will feel a good kind of tired.
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Rick Briscoe
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O ONE WOULD ARGUE that we live in a world that 
values speed and efficiency. As a reaction to this, move-
ments have sprung up around the world, particularly the 

United States, to counteract our tendencies to rush through life, 
including Slow Food (in praise of enjoying the preparation and 
consumption of food), Slow Language (supporting the reading 
of long books and the writing of poetry), and Slow Parenting 
(promoting a more laid-back and less-scheduled family life). 

If there were a Slow Labor movement, local bookbinder 
Don Pike could be the poster person. 

Everything about Don’s demeanor is slow—the way he 
walks, talks, and works—and yet, if you spend a little time with 
Don, and are able to let go of the hurry-scurry that could have 
whisked you into his shop in the first place, you might leave 
feeling like you had entered another world, where impressions 
emerge slowly, and all is not what it first had seemed.

First of all, you have to find him, which is not the easi-
est thing to do. His beautiful, book-adorned sign, which once 
graced a closer proximity to South Burdick Street on which his 
business is located, blew down in a windstorm and shattered. 
A considerate friend saved it, by piecing it together. But in its 
fragile state, it now has to be attached to the shop, which sits far 
off the street. Still, if you like seeking treasures, once you locate 
and enter his modest, blue, shop building with the “Don’s Book 
Binding” sign, you are likely to feel you’ve won the prize.

Upon entering Don’s shop, your eyes may need time to 
adjust to the dim, fluorescent light, and your ears may need 
time to adjust to the relative quiet. You won’t hear the whirring, 
clicking, and beeping of a Zippy Press or a Jiffy Print. Instead, 
the shop, when Don isn’t using his bookbinding equipment, is 
silent, except for a transistor radio that he keeps tuned to an 
oldies station.

If you are there to place a bookbinding order, Don will 
write out your order on a pad rather than by looking into a com-
puter screen. He will repeat it several times to make sure he has 
it right. And just because he is a bookbinder, it doesn’t mean he 
is a printer, too. He doesn’t even own a copy machine or com-
puter. He keeps his own books the old way—by hand.

If you want printed copies of anything related to your 
transaction with him, you need to provide them yourself, which 
may come as a surprise to those accustomed to one-stop shop-
ping and contemporary service. But if you’re there in the first 
place, someone probably recommended him, and so you take it 
in stride.

In fact, almost all of Don’s business is by word-of-mouth. 

Otto Ihling was a journeyman 
bookbinder when he came 
to Kalamazoo and started his 
business in 1869.

Don prepares sheaves of paper that will be
sewn together before binding.
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He quit advertising in the Yellow Pages years ago because of a 
misprint in an ad he bought. “And somehow I ended up on the 
Internet. I don’t know how,” he said.

Behind his office you can glimpse the shop, with its cement 
floor, plastic bags of wood pellets lined up to be used in his 
wood-burning stove to heat the shop, and, beyond, large and 
ancient machines, many of them operated both by electricity 
and human hand—like the stamping machine used for emboss-
ing the covers with titles from the type of printing equipment 
now considered obsolete. Don calls the stamper the “one-armed 
bandit” because of its large hand crank. He can still get parts 
for his more-than-a-century-old Singer sewing machine (used 
for the bindings), believe it or not, and, in fact, besides replacing 

needles, his machines seldom require repair. This is a far cry 
from the speed with which we replace old monitors and printers 
today.

Bookbinding the old-fashioned way is work requiring 
patience. Some of it involves simply letting books sit under the 
heavy press, for instance, while the inner sheaves are flattened 
for a day, or as the glue is drying for the binding, or the paint 
is drying on the edges of the pages, the edges of which Don 
meticulously paints by hand. Even the sewing, some done by 
machine and some done by hand, takes a careful eye and a slow 
hand. But at the end of the process, Don can hold a bound book 
in his hand, remembering each step that has gone into creating 
it, knowing it has been made to last.

Perhaps few people know that Kalamazoo has a book-
binder in residence. Not only does Don bind books with 
ancient, hand-cranked machinery, some of it dating  

from the turn of the century, but his work evolved from long-
term employment with Kalamazoo’s first official bookbinder, 
Otto Ihling. 

In 1869, shortly after the Civil War, and with the advent of 
widespread railways, Otto Ihling, just 22, arrived from Milwau-
kee. Kalamazoo’s paper-making industry was in its infancy with 
the Kalamazoo Paper Co., the first of its kind in the area, just 
three years old, when Otto, known for his friendliness, hung up 
his shingle in downtown Kalamazoo: Otto Ihling—Bookbinder.

Otto, who worked for the company for 67 years, began 
by making handmade blank books for business firms, banks 
and government offices. Later, Otto bound the first issue of 
the “Michigan Freemason,” edited by a Mr. Chaplin, who later 
became a co-owner of Otto’s business. In 1871 Otto’s brother, 
Reinhold Ihling, joined the firm, and by 1872 the company be-
gan binding what became its core business—books for Masonic 
Lodges, including records and ledgers. In 1879 Herbert Everard 

This antique sewing machine, while over 100 years old, rarely breaks 
down; when it does, Don is still able to find parts.

This cabinet in Don’s bookbinding shop is filled with printers’ type of many sizes and styles. Photos: Theresa Coty O’Neil
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Pike

joined the company, which then became 
known as Ihling Bros. Everard Co. (Mr. 
Chaplin was deceased), and the firm 
took up residence on Burdick and Water 
streets. Later, the company moved to 
Fulford Street, which was its home until 
the business closed in 1995. Meanwhile, 
in accordance with the growing “fra-
ternal spirit” in America, Ihling Bros. 
Everard Co. added outfitting to their of-
ferings, supplying regalia and uniforms 
to various fraternal organizations. 

Little did Otto know that his book-
binding business would continue for 
over 120 years.

Don Pike first began working at 
Ihling Bros. Everard Co. in 1967, in 
shipping and receiving, but in 1969 a 
cute, dishwater blonde in the bookbind-
ing division caught his attention. “I was 
scared of her,” Don said.

It wasn’t only Jackie Rinehart’s good 
looks that scared him; he was also shy 
because she was deaf and he didn’t know 
how to communicate with her. He ended 
up asking her out by writing it on a piece  
of paper.

Although he would be paid 15 cents 
an hour less, Don requested a transfer to 
the bookbinding division of the com-
pany. Quickly, he found that in addition 
to being able to share a lunch hour with 
Jackie, who became his wife in 1971, he 
also was intrigued with the process of 
binding books. The couple has since had 
four children together.

Of bookbinding, he said, “I got 
interested doing it.” He soon began an 

apprenticeship with Master Bookbinder 
Rudy Prechel, which lasted five years. 
During that time, Don learned all there 
was to learn about the art of bookbind-
ing, as his teacher came from Germany 
as a master bookbinder, only one of three 
in the United States at the time. 

“Don became very confident,” said 
Ed Ihling, grandson of original book-
binder Otto Ihling, and son of Otto Jr., 
who later took over his father’s business. 
“He is (still) using the old method and 
he’s doing a craftsman’s job.”

Don liked binding books so much 
that he made scratch pads on his own 
time. The very first book he bound by 
himself was his grandfather’s Bible, 
which he covered with leather and 
stamped with gold lettering.

“I’m one of a handful of bookbinders 
left in the country,” Don acknowledged.

When Ihling Bros. Everard Co. 
closed its doors 15 years ago 
as the bookbinding busi-

ness began to dry up, part of the busi-
ness was sold and became Kalamazoo 
Regalia, which supplies Masonic Lodge 
and college fraternity regalia around the 
country. But the bookbinding machines, 
massive and made of heavy metal, some 
weighing over 1,000 pounds, needed  
a suitable home—despite the fact that, 
in many ways, they had become a  
bit obsolete.

Still, the company continued to 
have a few reliable customers with big 
annual orders, and Don Pike was one of 
the few around who still knew how to 
bind books. In 1995 Ed offered to sell the 
business to Don, who accepted. “He was 
the bookbinder at our business at that 
point in time, so it was natural that he 
would continue with it,” said Ed. “There 
aren’t many bookbinders in the world. 
Don is one of the hardest working people 
I have ever met. He’s kind of a quiet 
guy. It’s too bad more people don’t know 
about it.”

 Who orders books hand bound? 
You might be surprised. A fair amount 
of Don’s books are blank books used 
by universities for research and devel-
opment purposes. Others are used for 
record keeping, including those used 
for lodges and government offices. He 
receives orders from all over the country, 

Bookbinding requires a lot of patience and waiting. Don stands near a press in which the body of the 
book sits for a minimum of 24 hours prior to binding.
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and sometimes prints special books for 
families, such as old diaries or historical 
records. People often ask him to bind a 
family Bible.

As Ed explains, there is a real art 
to bookbinding. Hand-bound books 
are made to last for generations, and Ed 
likened them to a “handmade saddle that 
goes to a rodeo champion.” 

Even in this mass-production age, 
Don’s business is still finding customers, 
although the only court stenographer 
in the state, 88-year-old Pat Carmody 
of Shiawasee County, who still does her 
court reporting by shorthand rather than 
computer, orders fewer and fewer books 
each year. She’s been ordering books 
from Ihling Bros. for 62 years, and her 
annual count, which started at 100, is 
down to 50 now. 

Don hopes there’s someone to take 
over the bookbinding business when he 
retires in the next five to 10 years, if he 
can bear it.

“I gotta’ keep busy,” he said. “If I’m 
not doing something or other, I’m going 
to go crazy.”

His youngest daughter, Gwen, 
perhaps the most likely candidate, 
concedes there’s a possibility she could 
be interested. “I’ve been down here 
since I was little,” she said as she picked 
up a book and began hand-sewing it 
with a pre-threaded needle her father 
had left out for her. When Don’s shop 
was on Fulford Street, Gwen said, she 
and her two sisters, Linda and Sarah, 
and brother, Don Jr., would drive the 
forklift, feed the fire, throw stuff into 
the garbage, and, best of all, visit a local 
toymaker who was housed in the same 
building. “It was fun.”

Her recollections are vivid: “When 
I was 13, I made my own first book,” she 
explains. This was after years of silently 
watching her father use machines that 
she still calls by the names she used for 
them as a child, the “big stamper” and 
“little stamper,” the “sewing machine” 
and the “green machine,” which is the 
machine that makes the creases on the 
bindings. (Don himself calls it the “thing 
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smasher.”) Some of this equipment used 
by Don is some of the original ma-
chinery from the 1869 opening of Otto 
Ihling’s company, explained Ed.

“When you make a book by hand, 
you really appreciate what has gone into 
it,” said Gwen, who also enjoys mak-
ing photo frames out of the faux leather 
bindings, as does Don. Many of these 
frames, filled with pictures of his wife, 
children and grandchildren, grace his 
office. Bookbinding experience has even 
trickled down into the next generation, 
with Don’s 10-year-old granddaughter, 
Rachel O’Hare, able to make her own 
books from start to finish.

For now, Don is content to focus 
on the work and appreciate his retire-
ment from three other jobs he’s worked 
consecutively—as a member of the Na-
tional Guard (2002), as a maker of guitar 
strings at American Winding (2004), and 
as a parking-lot attendant at Wings Sta-
dium (2009). With new orders coming in 
all the time, he said that at the present, 
he’s “busy with books.” 

Near Don’s desk a shelf is stacked 
with bound books of various sizes 
and colors. He pulls out a few, some 
in languages of which he doesn’t even 
remember the name. “I think that was 
from Australia,” he said of a book he 

opens with strange accent marks and 
unfamiliar words. He pulls out “A Child’s 
Garden of Verses,” by Robert Louis 
Stevenson, that he often read to his own 
children and grandchildren, then a few 
accounting books and a few books used 
for compiling research commissioned by 
various universities around the coun-
try. His pride in his work is evident as 
it should be; he’s pressed, stamped, and 
bound each and every one, and they are 
a testament to a rare skill. 

Then he pulls out another book, 
stamped by the “one-armed bandit” with 
the title, “Writings of a Lifetime.”

He opens to a picture of a brightly 
smiling 22-year-old young woman. As he 
flips through the book, he explains that 
the girl’s family compiled a collection of 
her writing, much of it poetry, after her 
sudden death in a car accident. Some 
of the titles are about the ocean, others 
about love.

“Here’s one about jerks,” he said, 
smiling.

Then he pats it tenderly. “That’s an 
advantage to being in bookbinding,” he 
said. “You get sometimes to keep a book 
like this.”

 There are times when slow and 
steady doesn’t just win the race—but 
relishes it, as well. 

Pike

Don’s youngest daughter, Gwen, has known how to bind books since she was 13 years old. Here she 
prepares to hand sew a binding.
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N ANY TRIBE, ancient or modern, some hunt and gather, while others keep the 
home fires burning. Adventurers explore far-away shores, while others take in 
wayfaring strangers. Shamans and scientists look to the boundless skies, while 

poets mine the inner soul. Folklorists and storytellers describe it all.
Kalamazoo is no exception to this mixture of people; we are all of these. But of 

them all there seems to be a growing number of those who travel abroad and those 
who graciously open their homes to international guests.

Of such Kalamazooans, this is their ode …
Sister City, Numazu, Japan. Coordinates: 35°6’N 138°52’E. Numazu is located 

along the eastern central shore of Japan where she, along with Mt. Fuji, gazes across 
Suruga Bay and into the Pacific. Originating in the 700s, the city was once a pro-
vincial capital. Rail transportation linked Numazu with Tokyo in 1889, making the 
community, with its natural hot springs, a leisure resort for nobility, statesmen, and 
writers. 

Fire consumed central Numazu in 1926, and it was largely destroyed again by 
American air raids in 1945. With a population of 200,000, Numazu is a center for in-
dustry, finance, and fishing, particularly famous for dried mackerel. The harbor area, 
which features a tsunami barrier, is famous for seafood restaurants. 

Numazu and Kalamazoo became sister cities in 1963, a year after 60 students 
from Japan came to study at Western Michigan University for six weeks. The students 
stayed with host families, an arrangement that prompted the Chamber of Commerce 
to suggest a cultural relationship between the two cities. When municipal dignitaries 
traveled to Numazu, they were greeted by 20,000 people at the airport and rode in a 
parade viewed by 100,000. Mayor Paul Morrison and Numazu’s Mayor Rokutaro Shia-
ya inked Articles of Incorporation for the Sister City Agreement on April 15, 1963.

Barbara Blissett, a now-retired employee of the City Clerk’s office, became  

International C
By Robert M. Weir

Americans Don Flath, Paula Jamison 
and Frank Jamison pose with some 
of their Japanese hosts at a dinner 
honoring the American delegation 
during a visit to Numazu in 2007.

Kalamazoo 

has many 

pathways to 

the wider 

world, all 

leading to 

a greater 

understanding.
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secretary to the Kalamazoo-Numazu Sister City Corporation in 1986. She says that over its 
46-year history, this international relationship has promoted understanding 
and increased goodwill through cultural, educational, and economic ex-
change—and it has fostered numerous personal friendships. Barbara has been 
to Numazu six times where, she says, “They treat us like royalty with their 
million-dollar fireworks, the amphitheater, their summer festival with dancing 
in the streets.” She adds that her friendships and ties there will last forever.

Frank and Paula Jamison have been participating in the sister-city 
relationship since 2003. Staying with host families and sharing artistic 
skills—Paula has taught youngsters and adults to make Native American 
dreamcatchers—they have gained a greater understanding of Japanese cul-
ture, which they affirm “is noticeably different than ours,” especially when 
you go “one layer deeper, below the surface of tourism.” 

Paula notes that people in Numazu are honored to be host families, 
which gives them a level of status within their community and an opportuni-
ty to become more fluent in English, a skill that many have already acquired. 

Monthly sister-city meetings are held at City Hall. 
Kalamazoo-Pushkin Partnership. Coordinates: 59°44’N 30°23’E. Pushkin is 

a suburban town of 100,000 people in northwestern Russia, 24 kilometers from St. 
Petersburg. Peter the Great gave the land to his wife, Catherine I, in 1710 as her summer 
residence. Other Russian nobility constructed estates there, and the community became 
known as Tsarskoye Selo, Tsars Village. Gutted by German soldiers during World War 
II, Catherine Palace, built from 1717–1723, was restored and is the centerpiece of an 
extensive public-park complex. 

After the Russian Revolution in 1917, the community became known as Detskoye 
Selo, Children’s Village, and the nobility’s opulent palatial mansions became museums, 

l Connections

Brothers Alexander and Boris Agafonov, along 
with Irina Teleeva, enjoy visiting with Heritage 
Guitar employee Rendall Wall. The visit was a 
special pleasure for the brothers, who are folk 
singers in Pushkin.

An international student with the Haenicke 
Institute for Global Education shares her culture 
and experiences with residents at an area 
senior living facility.
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In the 1960s, dignitaries from Numazu and 
Kalamazoo convene for a ceremony on the steps 
of Kalamazoo City Hall.

Table of Contents photo: A Korean GSE team 
member prepares an ethnic meal for hosts 
Barbara and Jerry James.
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clothing in rich, rich reds, sang and 
danced. 

Mike and Marie Stoline coordi-
nated activities for the Russian guests, 
all of whom stayed with host families 
or individuals. “The most magical 
moment,” Mike relates, “was that first 
Friday night,” when the Stolines hosted 
a welcome gathering for about 40 people. 
“The Russians started singing. Then  
we brought out our instruments.” With 
several acoustic guitars, a fiddle, a man-
dolin, Mike’s bass, and numerous voices, 
people from the local bluegrass commu-
nity engaged in a five-hour, multilingual 
singalong, first in the Stoline’s living 
room, then, more cozily, around food 
and drinks in the kitchen.

Janice Lakers, who hosted Irina 
Teleeva, the blonde singer of Russian 
Field, said that she and her houseguest 

communicated basic information 
well even though neither spoke the 
other’s tongue. “We transcended 
our lack of words,” Janice said. “We 
seldom got frustrated about it. We 
used a lot of gestures and writing for 
time and numbers. And sometimes 
we would just shrug and laugh and 
agree to continue when a translator 
was present.”

Those essential translators 
were Svetlana Stone, Luda Mosher, 
and Kate Koppy. Lana, who speaks 
five languages, was born and raised 
in Latvia and learned English as a 
second language through adult edu-
cation classes, interactive computer 
programs, and by reading articles 

and watching captioned movies. Luda 
was born and raised in Pushkin–St. 
Petersburg where she learned English at 
the English School; she is fluent in six 
languages. Kate was born and raised in 
the eastern United States; she learned to 
speak Russian in U.S. schools, short trips 
to St. Petersburg, and a college semester 
in Moscow. She is also politely conversa-
tional in Spanish and French. 

Lana helped the visitors enjoy day 
tours to South Haven and Lansing as 
well as maneuver through check-in and 
airport security at Detroit Metro for 
their return flight. Luda translated for 
the government and business dignitar-
ies at the City Hall reception when they 
exchanged ceremonial gifts during the 
Russian delegation’s free time and shop-
ping tours at local stores. And Kate had 
the privilege of describing the theme of 
Russian Field’s musical lyrics.

From a government perspective, 
Kalamazoo city employee Jerome Post 
and a volunteer in the Partnership cites 
municipal benefits for both communities 
through relationships that recognize cul-
tural diversity and mutual benefit, some 
of which, he says, are yet to be realized.

Victor Afanasenko, director of the 
Pushkin Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, credits retired Kalamazoo 
businessman Ron Mosher for being the 
inspiration for the chamber there. The 
Pushkin chamber adopted its bylaws in 
1994 after the two men met and became 
friends in 1993. 

The two men initiated a Junior 
Achievement project to teach global 

International Connections

schools, and sanitariums. The name 
changed again in 1937 to honor Russian 
poet Alexander Pushkin, who had stud-
ied in the Imperial Lyceum there. 

For the past 12 years (but now, 
stepping down), Jerolyn Selkirk has 
been director of Kalamazoo’s Russian 
Festival, held annually in November. In 
past years, the festival was a one-day or 
weekend event, but it expanded in 2009 
to “Russia Week,” eight whirlwind days 
of interaction with guests from Push-
kin through community tours, musical 
programs, a reception at City Hall, plus 
the traditional all-day closing festival at 
the Fetzer Center on November 21. “The 
festival’s purpose,” Jerolyn says, “is to 
educate southwest Michigan and guests 
from nearby communities and states 
about the culture of Russia through food, 
music, customs, and art.” 

This past year, the festival fea-
tured six visitors: a member of Pushkin 
government, the Chamber of Commerce 
director, a businessman, and three folk 
singers who perform under the name 
Russian Field and are as talented as Pe-
ter, Paul, and Mary. In addition, students 
and teachers from the Russian Embassy 
in Washington, D.C., wearing traditional 

The Kalamazoo College women’s volleyball team (in white and orange) and the team from Fudan  
University in Shanghai (in red) pose for a photo prior to their match.
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When Korean artist Jin Joon visited Kalamazoo 
as part of a Rotary Group Study Exchange team, 
he spent part of a day with metal artist Holly 
Fisher at the Smartshop. In spite of a significant 
language barrier, the two teamed up to create 
the metal sculpture on the table in front of them.
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Clockwise starting at top:  
David Peshlakai, Lisa A. Williams,  
Julia Neckermann and Grace Byrd.

2300 Portage Street 
Kalamazoo, MI  49001

269.226.6321
www.heritagecommunity.com

Wyndham Apartments
2300 Portage Street

(corner of Portage Street and  
Miller Road – Kalamazoo)

Valet parking available
Refreshments provided

A Series of  
Unique Programs  

for Personal  
Enrichment

AFTERNOONS

AT WYNDHAM 

Burdick-Thorne  
String Quartet
Wednesday, February 24, 2:00 p.m.

The Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra’s 
Burdick-Thorne String Quartet is one 
of Michigan’s most esteemed quartets.  
Named in honor and memory of Mary 
Burdick Thorne and James Thorne who 
were long-time Symphony supporters, 
the quartet will be guest artists at the 
Afternoons at Wyndham series. 

The performance will provide a sneak 
peek at the KSO’s March 19-20 Epic 
Evening Concert, with selections from:

The program begins at 2:00 p.m. 
and is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served and door 
prizes will be awarded!

Seating is limited so make your 
reservations before February 16 by 
calling 269.276.4055.

7171 STADIUM DRIVE  |  KALAMAZOO, MI 49009  |  269.381.7600  |  WWW.JVTR.COM

You need a strong supporting cast to deliver a

Jansen Valk Thompson & Reahm PC 
is dedicated to providing innovative 
solutions to our business and personal 
clients through sound, expert accounting, 
tax, and fi nancial advice.

Call today and learn how we can help
maximize your performance. 

economy to Pushkin high school stu-
dents. Ron facilitated the project through 
a translator. Then, once back in Michi-
gan, also involved students in Mattawan. 
“Three Russian students came to the U.S. 
and brought Russian merchandise they 
had purchased with the sale of stock,” 
he explains. “They sold the merchandise 
in Mattawan and doubled their money. 
They bought jeans (which are hard to 
find in Russia), took them home, sold 
them, and doubled their money again. 
They returned five times the amount of 
the original investment.”

The Partnership plays a humanitar-
ian role in Pushkin that includes funding 
and supplies for a women’s clinic, a 
school for the arts, a school for the deaf, 
and a home for psychologically disadvan-
taged children and their parents. Jerolyn 
says that when she goes to Pushkin, 
which she has done 14 times starting in 
1992, she always meets with students, 
teachers, and city administrators. “They 
tell me that what we have done has 
changed lives. And they have changed 
my life, too—completely.” 

Pushkin will celebrate its tricenten-
nial next June. Many Kalamazooans are 
making plans to be there. If you want to 
go, too, or attend the monthly Partner-
ship potlucks, visit www.russianfestival.
org.

Colleagues International. While 
Kalamazoo’s all-volunteer Numazu and 

Colleagues International serves as the  
local connection for the Department of 
State’s International Visitor Leadership 
Program. This young lady visited the 
community through that program and was 
given a tour of the under-construction Girl 
Scout headquarters by Girl Scout employee 
Matt Bates.
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and message to 
consumers—a 
novel concept 
at the time. For 
Upjohn, Burtin 
created massive 
walk-through 
displays of 
human body 

parts that utilized innovations such as 
Plexiglas, electronics, and multimedia 
projection.

In 1956, the U.S. Information Agency 
contracted Burtin to develop an exhibit that 
would tour Great Britain and Europe to 
illustrate a typical American city. Burtin rec-
ommended Kalamazoo as the model, and 
“Life and Work in Kalamazoo” was born. 

The initial traveling exhibit was 
3,500 square feet, but, later, a permanent 
display in Berlin grew to a massive 30,000 
square feet. It featured images and items of 
Kalamazoo’s robust industry, commerce, 
residences, working life, and leisure time. 

Burtin came to the Macleod resi-
dence one evening and asked David 
to assist him. Flattered, David agreed, 
choosing that over his summer job of 
cleaning boilers at Kalamazoo Foundry 
and Machine. Initially, he was to gather 
exhibit materials but soon became the 
chauffeur for Suzanne Szasz, a freelance 
photographer for Life, Look, and  
other notable magazines. Burtin had hired 
her to take pictures for the exhibit. This 
taxed David’s emerging diplomatic skills. 

“The Cold War was really cold and 
things were extremely intense,” David said. 
“We were not allowed to say what the pic-

International Connections

Pushkin groups focus on annual events, 
Colleagues International (CI) is a profes-
sional, nonprofit organization geared 
for year-round international involve-
ment with any and all nations. Based 
in Kalamazoo, CI’s purpose is to serve 
west Michigan citizens by facilitating 
international exchange programs that 
further adult professional development 
in a variety of fields, including business, 

education, government, and health and 
human services. Working as part of 
the National Council for International 
Visitors and the Council of International 
Programs USA, CI promotes “citizen 
diplomacy” through which individual 
citizens shape U.S. foreign relations “one 
handshake at a time.”

Executive Director Jennifer Lang 
states that since the organization’s incep-

tion in 1971, Colleagues International 
has hosted over 1,100 foreign visitors to 
west Michigan. “We help people, busi-
nesses, and organizations get an exposure 
to other cultures and points of view they 
wouldn’t get locally,” she says. Jennifer 
affirms the visitors’ curious eye helps 
increase awareness of local surroundings 
that might otherwise go noticed. She tells 
of a visitor from Japan, for example, who 

EBRUARY 26, 1958: David Ma-
cleod celebrates his 21st birthday 
by stepping onto British soil. His 

voyage aboard the USS United States was 
an instant immersion in international ex-
change, thanks to his three cabin mates: 
a Hungarian Jew, an ex-Nazi glider pilot, 
and a pediatrician from Iraq. 

The previous summer, David was 
preparing for his junior year at Kalamazoo 
College, but, for this journey, he was cast 
as a “typical American college student, 
representing the United States” because of 
his association with Will Burtin. 

Will Burtin was an internationally 
famous corporate designer who worked 
for The Upjohn Company and freelanced 
with IBM, Eastman Kodak, Herman 
Miller, the U.S. Air Force, the Smithso-
nian, and others. Burtin was renowned 
for his systems approach to corporate 
communications through which diverse 
departments, such as advertising and 
packaging, would convey the same image 

tures were for except that it was for a Euro-
pean exhibit. Suzanne, a native of Budapest, 
had a foreign accent. So imagine what it was 
like at that time to ask to take pictures of 
people’s family and work situation.” 

One of David’s neighbors encouraged 
him to apply to accompany the exhibit 
overseas. He submitted his application 
and then forgot about it—until he saw his 
picture on the front page of the Kalamazoo 
Gazette and a caption saying that he had 
been selected. As soon as he finished the 
fall semester at Kalamazoo College, he 
was off to the British Isles. He caught up 
with the exhibit in Cardiff, Wales, and, for 
the next six months, he traveled with it to 
many cities, usually setting it up in military 
drill halls, the largest facilities available. 

Diplomatic challenges continued. 
In one city, 300 school children entered 
the exhibit en masse, took a fondness for 
motorized merry-go-rounds, and quickly 
burned out all the electric motors. To avoid 
that situation in the future, David acquired 
a list of questions about Kalamazoo and 
sent children on scavenger hunts to find the 
answers. In another city, a group of Teddy 
Boys, the name for British thugs, came in 
one evening, swinging their chains, looking 
for something to destroy. The projectionist 
offered an alternative: the guitars. “We had 
a wonderful display of Gibson guitars,” Da-
vid says. “We got them talking about how 
they were made, and there was no further 
problem with the Teddy Boys.”

David says that most people were 
fascinated with life in Kalamazoo. “They 
asked why policemen wore guns, about 
medical benefits, and hospitals—general 

An International Cornerstone in Kalamazoo

David Macleod descends a gangplank from 
the USS United States in England on his 21st 
birthday on February 26, 1958.

David Macleod
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IF YOU LIVE IN MICHIGAN, 

One of the great things about banking at Keystone is that  
you deal with local bankers who really understand you  

and care about your community. 

SHOULDN’T YOUR BANKING QUESTIONS BE 

OU C G ,

SHOULDN’T YOUR BANKING QUESTIONS BE
AND YOU BANK IN MICHIGAN, 

Stop by your local branch today 
and let us know what we can do for you. 

keystonebank.com

ANSWERED IN MICHIGAN?

asked why street-name signs are different 
colors in various parts of the same town. 
She speaks of industrial trainers who 
claim that foreign trainees are like con-
sultants who question procedures, which 
motivates businesses to rethink their 
processes. “Our program is not about 
teaching our way as the right way but 
about sharing ways to improve for mutual 
benefit,” Jennifer says.

things related to everyday life.”
When the exhibit was in transit, 

David used a rail pass to visit numer-
ous European attractions, including the 
1958 World’s Fair in Brussels.

Back in Kalamazoo, David wit-
nessed a further exchange of interna-
tional ideas. In Coventry, one of the 
most severely war-damaged cities in 
England, he had photographed the re-
construction of their town centre, which 
included a pedestrian mall. Then-mayor 
Glenn S. Allen Jr. latched on to the idea, 
and Kalamazoo soon became America’s 
first “Mall City.” David also cites Will 
Burtin’s exhibit as the foundation for Ka-
lamazoo’s later municipal relationships 
with Numazu, Pushkin, and others that 
have since become defunct.

Later, David would go on to marry 
Mary Moored, raise two children, and 
teach geography, geology, and history at 
the University of Michigan, State College 
in Boston, Valparaiso University, North-
ern Michigan University, and Western 
Michigan University. At U of M in 1960, 
he was among the students who met 
with Presidential candidate John F. Ken-
nedy and proposed what would become 
the Peace Corps. For Nazareth College, 
he designed and taught a class on world 
peace for which he wrote his own text, 
World Peace: A Positive Approach. 

Throughout his marriage, career, 
and life, David Macleod has continued 
to apply peace and understanding skills 
that he gathered on that amazing trip as 
the one person to represent all typical 
American college students. 
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Education is a big part of Colleagues 
International’s focus, and the Kalamazoo 
Promise draws appreciation from visitors 
who express their intention to employ that 
concept in their communities. Visitors 
from cultures that tend to institutional-
ize handicapped persons are awed by the 
special-education facilities and programs 
in Kalamazoo. Jennifer says that when she 
showed a teacher from Eastern Europe 
what services Michigan provides for  
special-education students, the visitor 
asked when these programs were started. 
“I told her 30 years ago,” Jennifer says, 
“and she told me, ‘I now know where we 
can be in 30 years; I have seen the future.’”

Haenicke Institute for Global 

Education. At the collegiate level, the 
Diether H. Haenicke Institute for Global 
Education, established in 1998, promotes 
a global academic environment at West-
ern Michigan University through inter-
national educational partnerships, study 
abroad programs, and informational 
outreach to the community’s public and 
private sectors. 

Tom Kostzrewa, instructor and ad-
visor of global and international studies 
at the Institute, began to visit China and 
Tibet in the 1970s and has been lead-
ing students and community members 
abroad since 1993. Tom takes groups to 
Cuba, a country he describes as “highly 
educated and sophisticated but in stasis, 
a romantic throwback to the 1950s.” 

Showing his expertise in interna-
tional travel, Tom describes as “a great 
tale” the legal circumstances that have 
led many U.S. citizens to believe that 
travel to Cuba is not currently pos-
sible. “The Supreme Court has ruled 
that Americans can go anywhere in the 
world,” he says, “but the Department 
of Treasury has declared that Ameri-
cans cannot spend money in support of 
certain regimes.” Tom adds that traveling 
to Cuba requires a license issued by the 
U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC). 

He says that, if the United States 
were to lift restrictions about spending 
money in Cuba, the Cuban government 

might, ironically, have to restrict the 
number of visitors. “If millions of people 
were to go there, instead of the 100,000 
annual visitors who go there now, they 
would find dilapidated construction, old 
vehicles, and not enough hotel rooms 
and restaurants.”

Kalamazoo College Women’s Vol-

leyball Team. When coach Jeanne Hess 
took 10 student athletes, the K College 
athletic director, four moms, and other 
chaperones to China in the summer 
of 2009, she was fulfilling a prophesy 
stated by her volleyball coach, Sandy 
Vong, when she played at the University 
of Michigan from 1976 through 1980. 
“Sandy had emigrated from Shanghai, 
and he told me that, one day, I would 
take my team to China,” she states. 
Jeanne was also motivated by K’s com-
mitment to international study and the 
fact that practice and playing schedules 
prevent many student athletes from 
going to China. “If an athlete has to be 
on campus every fall for four years, they 
can’t fit with the academic programs for 
study in Asia,” Jeanne explains.

She describes her team’s two-week 
journey as “a goodwill mission through 
which we broke down a lot of barriers 
regarding beliefs and stereotypes.” The 
team visited the Great Wall, Tiananmen 
Square, and the 2008 Olympic venues. 
They practiced and competed with play-
ers of the Shanghai Volleyball Institute 
who, even though of comparable age, 
perform as professionals. After the In-

stitute’s team visited Kalamazoo College 
in 2008, they returned to China and had 
the second-best record in the nation.

Athletically, the Kalamazoo play-
ers gained from the expertise of their 
Chinese counterparts, but Jeanne adds, 
“While we did come back with a better 
knowledge of the game, we came back 
with a better knowledge of ourselves.” 
Their host coaches and teams also learned 
about the student athlete concept that ex-
ists at K and throughout collegiate sport, 
at least at the Division III level. “They 
learned that we study and play volley-
ball,” Jeanne says. “Until recently, that’s a 
paradigm that didn’t exist in China.”

 Rotary International. Recogniz-
ing that education occurs at all ages, 
Rotary International employs its Group 
Study Exchange (GSE) program to help 
businesspeople and other professionals 
between the ages of 25 and 40 interact 
around the world. Through annual travel 
grants, non-Rotarians visit a foreign 
country and stay with Rotary families 
for four weeks, observing how voca-
tions are practiced abroad, developing 
personal and professional relationships, 
and exchanging ideas. 

Amy Remmert, Kalamazoo Rotary 
GSE chair, says the program builds ac-
cord between people of different nations. 
“Someone coming here might have a 
totally different view of Americans based 
on what they see on the news or what 

International Connections

Korean GSE team leader Hansung Jung 
exchanges Rotary Club banners with then 
Kalamazoo Rotary Club president Drew Elliot 
during a 2007 visit to Kalamazoo.

Rotary Youth Exchange students from France, 
Japan, Mexico and Germany enjoy a day at the 
lake, courtesy of a local Rotarian. The four had 
been in southwest Michigan for nearly a year 
and appreciated spending time together just 
before returning to their home countries.
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Douglas & Son Inc.
Everyone’s favorite Paint and Wallpaper Store since 1943
344-2860 • 231 W. Cedar St., Kalamazoo, MI 49007

www.douglasandson.com

they hear from someone else’s experi-
ence,” she says, “but when they are side 
by side with a typical family, they see 
that we all want the same things: safety, 
security, happiness, a decent income, 
and education for our children.” 

On a personal level, GSE helped Amy 
get beyond a bias that originated with 
her father having been a World War II 
prisoner of war in Russia. “I took a Rus-
sian visitor into my home,” she says. “It 
was an experience I needed in order to 
realize that people do not necessarily rep-
resent their government. The things that 
happened during that war were things 
ordinary citizens had no control over.”

Other Odes. And these are but a 
few stories, of course. Many Kalamazoo 
enterprises, small and large, engage in 
international trade. Countless individu-
als travel abroad for business or pleasure, 
as tourists, missionaries, or emissar-
ies. Thousands of persons come here to 
study, to work, to stay in this community 
of culture and commerce. And we all 
learn from each other.

One individual example is Salah 
Hamdoun of Tunisia. Salah left his North 
African country 10 years ago. He lived in 
Washington, D.C., Chicago, and Portage 
where he put himself through school, 
learning English and Spanish, by driving 
a cab and working odd jobs. “People took 
me into their homes and their hearts. I 
went to church with them, worked with 
them, played with them, laughed with 
them, cried with them,” he says, choking 
on a tear of his own on the last Sunday 
in December, four days before his return 
flight, on New Year’s Eve, to home. “I 
have a lot of respect for the people of 
the United States,” he continues. “I love 
them from the bottom of my heart for 
who they are. That’s what I will tell 
people in Tunisia. That there are good 
people in the United States.”

And that’s what international 
exchange and sharing is all about, isn’t 
it? To bear witness to the fact that there 
are good people in the United States, in 
Japan, in Russia, in Tibet, in Cuba, in 
China—everywhere in the world. 

Good Yet

The old farmer stands  
at the end of the lane, 
big smile plastered on his face,  
waving goodbye. 
His coveralls are stained with 
work, sweat, mud  
and god-knows-what; 
the cap on his head perched  
to explode with the next thought. 
Insistently, he shoves what he has 
through my car window. 
His head bobs in my rearview mirror, 
as I drive away, 
wedging the much-used  
bulging paper bag under the dash. 
It’s filled, I know, with rotting, wormy apples 
that have some “good yet.”

  By Naomi R. Wenger

Naomi lives and works in Three Rivers, directing a spiritual retreat center with her 
husband, David. She gleans ideas for her poetry from meeting with others who are on the 
path of spiritual awakening. Her days are enriched by giving significant time to silence 
and prayer.
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THIS YEAR THERE EXISTS AN INTERESTING opportunity for some 
to potentially lower the amount of taxes they pay over time 
from retirement account distributions and leave income-tax-
free assets to their heirs for estate-planning purposes.

It involves converting qualified employer-sponsored 
retirement plan accounts and traditional IRAs into Roth 
IRAs. This opportunity has been available to individuals 

with less than $100,000 of adjusted gross 
income since 1998. Starting in 2010, however, 
income limitations have been dropped and 
the consequential taxes from the conversion 
can be spread over two years. Since monies 
saved within a qualified employer-sponsored 
retirement plan account or traditional IRA are 
typically pre-tax dollars, a conversion does 
require paying taxes on the full amount of 
pre-tax dollars moved out of these accounts 
and into a Roth IRA. 

Roth IRAs are retirement savings ac-
counts that offer the ability to make tax free 
withdrawals if you are at least 59 1/2 and have 
had assets in the account for at least five years. 
Although withdrawals can be tax free, con-
tributions to Roth IRAs are not tax deduct-
ible. Withdrawals from qualified employer-

sponsored retirement-plan accounts and traditional IRAs are 
typically fully taxable. Also unlike these other retirement 
savings accounts, Roth IRAs do not require the owner to make 
required minimum distributions (RMDs) starting at age 70 1/2. 

Roth IRAs are ideal for those who will not need to withdraw 
money from them for many years and who think their tax 
bracket will be the same or higher when they do need to make 
withdrawals.

A conversion to a Roth IRA makes the most sense again 
for those with a longer investment time horizon and who 
believe they will be in a higher tax bracket when they need 
to make withdrawals, and can pay the taxes owed from the 
conversion with monies outside the account.

For many, the possibility of higher tax brackets during 
retirement is plausible. The Economic Growth and Tax Relief 
Reconciliation Act of 2001 that lowered tax brackets to cur-
rent levels is expected to expire in January 2011 barring any 
legislation to make its changes permanent. That could mean 
the top four tax brackets would increase from 25%, 28%, 
33%, and 35% to 28%, 31%, 36%, and 39.6%. Considering the 
amount of money spent during our latest economic crisis, 
expiration seems likely and can make the case for paying the 
taxes owed on a conversion in 2010 rather than 50% in 2011 
and 50% in 2012. 

Converting to a Roth IRA may not make sense for 
everyone. For those already in the highest tax bracket there 
may be a chance they will be in a lower tax bracket when 
they need the money. Under these circumstances it may 
make more sense to defer the taxes on withdrawals rather 
than pay them now in a conversion. Because of everyone’s 
unique situation, individuals should consult with their 
accountant or other tax advisor before converting to a
Roth IRA. 

Pay a Little Now so You Won’t Have to Later 
By Mike Odar

Mike Odar
Executive Vice President

Director of Wealth
Management Division

Greenleaf Trust
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AN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT PRODUCED LOCALLY is often  
overlooked, or dismissed by consumers, as a substandard prod-
uct. In fact, the Michigan wine industry spans two centuries. 
Michigan is one of the top wine-grape producing states in the 
United States. In 2007 the state produced over 100,000 tons of 
wine grapes, the fourth largest in the country. If you are serious 
about buying local, include local wine. If you live in the Kala-
mazoo area, Lawton Ridge is as local as you can get.

The story of Lawton Ridge Winery  begins in the early 
1970s with the planting of a vineyard named Lawton Ridge. The 
Lawton Ridge Vineyard is located about six miles west of the 
winery and is co-owned by Dean Bender and William Harri-
son. After many years of growing grapes for other wineries, the 
grapes are now used for the wines of Lawton Ridge.

Lawton Ridge Winery features an inviting tasting room 
and a large selection of well-crafted wines. The winery is owned 
by partners Dean Bender and Crick Haltom. Together they op-
erate a small yet modern winery just outside of Kalamazoo on 
Stadium Drive. The building that houses the winery and tasting 
room originated in the 1930s as a gas station and restaurant, 
which served motorists traveling on what was then known as 
U.S. Route 12, connecting Chicago and Detroit. Later, the build-
ing housed a plastic injection mold maker. After the building 
was vacant for many years, Bender and Haltom renovated it into 
the winery and tasting room. 

On a recent visit I sampled 13 different wines. After an 
in-depth tour of the winery, owner/winemaker Dean Bender 
poured the fruits of his labor for me and took the time to ex-
plain each one. The tasting was entertaining and informative. 

Although I found each wine to be very well crafted and of high 
quality (especially for the price), I had a few favorites, including: 

Country White, 2008. Called a “semi-sweet” table wine by 
the winery, this wine is very well-balanced and clean tasting. 
It has lots of fruity flavors that teased my palate and a brilliant 
hue that pleased my visual senses. Future vintages will likely 
be called “Country Lane White” for a better tie-in with the label 
art, which is a painting by local artist 
Conrad Kaufman.

Chardonnay, 2008. This dry 
white is very well balanced with subtle 
notes of oak on the finish. The oak is 
used to round out the flavors slightly. 

Cabernet Franc, 2007. This wine 
is a solid effort showing the possibili-
ties for red wines made from vinifera 
grapes (the classic European varieties 
such as Chardonnay, Riesling, Pinot 
Noir, Pinot Gris/Grigio and Cabernet 
Franc) grown in the Lake Michigan 
Shore AVA (American Viticultural 
Area). It has good fruit, fantastic acid-
ity and is well balanced in spite of a 
slight vegetable note on the nose. 

Other wines were also quite yummy, including a very good 
Cherry Red wine, a fruity and spicy Traminette, a fun and fruity 
“Kzoo Daily Red” and “Kzoo Daily White.” The winery also 
offers exceptional late-harvest-style dessert wines. All of the 
hand-crafted wines come with the comfort of buying local. 

Drinking Local Wine Makes Sense
By Craig Girolami

Craig Girolami, Certified Sommelier
Chef and COO of The Park Club
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OBBING AND SWAYING atop a 
dromedary, the dapper Detroiter 
pulled off his spectacles and 

rubbed his eyes in disbelief. Across the 
shimmering sands he saw a huge “hurt 
creature of the geologic ages fallen in its 
dying agonies” with “many little objects 
which could be seen crawling in and out 
of the fresh wounds.” It was the morn-
ing of May 8, 1890, and the Reverend 
Camden McCormack Cobern, pastor of 
Detroit’s Cass Avenue Methodist church, 
had reached his goal, Tell el Hesy (Ara-
bic for “The Mound of the Water Pit”), 
located about 60 miles southwest of 
Jerusalem, Palestine, now Israel. 

As he got closer, Cobern discovered 
that what had appeared to be a dying 
dinosaur was a 120-foot-high mound, 
the site of an ancient city, and the little 
objects crawling out of the “wounds” 
excavated into its sides were Arab 
workmen and women carrying, on their 
heads, baskets of soil from the archeo-
logical dig.

Born in Union-
town, Pa., in 1855, 
Cobern earned his 
bachelor’s degree 
from Allegheny 
College in 1876. Two 
years later he was or-
dained a Methodist 
minister. In 1883 he 
received his doctor-
ate of divinity from 
Allegheny College, 
and he promptly 
married Ernestine 

Craft of Erie, Pa. The 
newlyweds moved 
to Detroit that year 
where Cobern, a 
natty dresser fond 
of donning a black 
bowler, took over 
the first of his sev-
eral pulpits within the Detroit Confer-
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Like many another educated Victorian 
clergymen, Cobern developed an interest 
in archeology as a means of reconciling 
the Bible with actual historic events. 

In the late 1880s, he became affiliat-
ed with the Egyptian Exploration Fund, 
financially backed by Queen Victoria, 
and he was elected an honorary secretary 
of the organization. Apparently, through 
that affiliation Cobern became a friend of 
W.M. Flinders Petrie, one of the leading 
Biblical archeologists of the era. Cobern 
visited the Englishman at an Egyptian 
dig in late 1889 and, in 1890, when the 
Palestine Exploration Fund, another 
British organization launched by Queen 

Victoria 1870, sent Petrie to Tell el Hesy, 
Cobern joined him there.

From the Mediterranean port of 
Jaffa, now Tel Aviv, he journeyed on 
camelback south along the coast, mar-
veling at “the hedges of prickly pear in 
full bloom, sometimes twelve feet high 
and twelve feet deep, which surrounded 
the villages, and the date palms which 
lovingly moved their beautiful plumes 
over the mud huts and queer conical-
shaped ovens.”

As he continued inland, Coburn 
found ample evidence that he was travers-
ing “ancient soil.” His feet crunched over 
thousands of pottery shards that littered 
the summit of every mound he visited. 
Arab vendors tried to sell him handfuls of 

A Detroit Pastor

in the Holy Land
By Larry Massie

 The Rev. Camden 

Cobern gains fame 

as an explorer and 

recorder of a world

 far different from

 his own America.

A group of ministers who lectured at Bay View, ca. 1900. Camden Cobern 
is standing in the rear.
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coins dating from Biblical times.
Upon reaching his friend at Tell el 

Hesy, Cobern enjoyed several weeks of 
camping out in the desert. Compared to 
strait-laced Victorian etiquette, roughing 
it seemed quite a treat. He reveled in the 
simplicity of dining in particular: 

“I never relished a table’ d’ hote bet-
ter than I did there. We were nomads, 
and had the pleasure of a perpetual pic-
nic. Tinned meats, and the preserves for 
which we longed as boys, were luxuries 
which we enjoyed at every meal—and 
to eat out of the can saved washing a 
dish … Our most elaborate repast only 
required us to wash two forks, three 
spoons, two cups, two plates, and a dish-
pan. That only took three minutes, and 
who wanted anything more.” 

After surveying the doings at the dig, 

Cobern soon realized why that site 
had been chosen for Petrie’s excavations. 
Sometime in the past a flash flood had 
sliced through the mound, leaving a cliff 
that revealed 60 feet of rubble, layer after 
layer of archeological evidence of its suc-
cessive occupations. During his six weeks 
of work there, Petrie, a specialist in dating 
pottery in particular, was able to lay the 
foundation for the chronology of other 
ancient Palestinian ceramics. Petrie and 
later archeologists concluded that no less 
than eight cities had existed there from 
approximately 1700 B.C. to 400 B.C.

Each had been constructed upon the 

debris of a previously destroyed 
civilization. As early as 1873, 
another archeologist working 
for the Palestine Exploration 
Fund, the Englishman Claude R. 
Conder, had speculated that Tell 

el Hesy was the site of the Old Testament 
city of Lachish. Further excavations in 
1892 by Dr. Frederick J. Bliss unearthed 
a cuneiform tablet that conclusively 
identified Tell el Hesy as Lachish.

At the foot of the tell a spring 
flowed out to disappear into 
the desert sands. That pre-

cious source of water in a parched land 
had undoubtedly been the reason why 
Lachish was originally located there and 
rebuilt so many times. Archeological 
evidence indicated that the city began 

Renowned archeologist
W.M. Flinders Petrie preferred
to be called Sir Flinders.
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The site of the excavation at the Tell El Hessy in 1892.

about 1700 B.C. as an Amorite strong-
hold. And, according to the Old Testa-
ment Book of Joshua, it was the god the 
Jews worshipped as Jahweh who brought 
about its initial destruction. Joshua 10:32 
reads:” “And the Lord delivered Lach-
ish into the hand of Israel, which took 
it on the second day, and smote it with 
the edge of the sword, and all the souls 
that were therein …” Passages in Second 
Kings, Second Chronicles, Nehemiah, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Micah contain 
additional references about the varying 
fortunes of Lachish.

As for the spring, after Cobern had 
been at the site for several days, he discov-
ered it continued to bubble out of the rocks 
at the base of the tell. In his report pub-
lished in the Palestine Exploration Fund 
Quarterly Statement for 1890, he wrote:

“I found this spring and delighted 
enough I was to find it, for it was the first 
draught of cool water that I had been able 
to get for a week. It was a novel sight to sit 
on the cliff in the evening and watch the 
Bedawin girls crowding about the spring, 
each seeking to be the first to fill her black 
jars and lift them into the wicker baskets 
hung on each side of her donkey’s back.”

Not so charitable were most of 
Cobern’s other observations about the 
resident Palestinians. Like many another 
proponent of Western civilization, he con-
descendingly judged aboriginal cultures 
to be considerably less than his own:

“There are few such happy-go-lucky 
sorts of people to be found in England or 
America as are these Arabs. They have 
nothing, and they need nothing, and 
they want nothing. To have a turban and 
a shirt, and to able to lie down during 
the greater part of the day in the shade 

of a great rock in a weary land, is the 
summun bonum. What a fool the push-
ing, struggling, perspiring European 
appears to him. Why get excited? Why 
work? Will not Allah provide what is 
best? If you can afford a knife and a gun 
you are well to do. If you have a goat and 
a camel, and a wife or two to take care 
of them, you are rich. Take thy comfort, 
thou son of a day, and enjoy the smell of 
the ground while thy nose is young.

“That is good Bedawin philosophy. 
Nevertheless, while they seem to be 
convinced that Allah will take care of 
them without work, they seem to think 
that it would be tempting providence not 
to steal. This together with their warlike 
disposition, makes them anything but 
agreeable neighbors. Every little while 
the news would come to us of some 
traveler who had been waylaid and kept 
for ransom, or who had been robbed and 
beaten, and left half dead in the desert.”

Cobern credited the fact that the 
archeologist’s camp was not attacked to 
Petrie’s exceptional skill in managing the 
Arab workers and treating them fairly. 
He concluded a tribute to his friend with 
the wish, “May he stick his spade deep 
into Philistia and bring up great spoil!”

Cobern, himself, it seems, had got-
ten into the business of gathering the 
spoils of ancient civilizations. In 1890, 
John M. Hall, director of a Chautauqua-
type lecture series at the Methodist sum-
mer resort, Bay View, just north of Pe-
toskey, commissioned Cobern to collect 
artifacts for display at the incipient Bay 
View Museum. The following summer 
Cobern arrived with the collection and 
delivered the first of his many lectures 
at Bay View about Egypt and the Holy 
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Land. Cobern had somehow secured 
choice antiquities including beads, grave 
reliefs, mummy masks, figural canopic 
jars, amulets, and actual mummies of a 
child, cat and bird.

Cobern returned to Bay View to 
deliver lectures nearly every year until 
1915. By that time he had relocated to 
Colorado in 1896 and in 1901 to Chi-
cago. In 1906 he returned to his alma 
mater at Meadville, Pa., as a professor of 
the philosophy of religion. He retired as 
a nationally respected churchman and 
the author of numerous books on ancient 
Egypt and Palestine as well as scholarly 
Bible commentaries. 

The antiquities he acquired remained 
in the Bay View Museum until 1963, 
when the bulk of the collection was trans-
ferred to the Kelsey Museum of Archeol-
ogy at the University of Michigan. In 2001 
some of the artifacts played a key role in 
the traveling exhibit, “Exploring Ancient 
Egypt.” The work of Cobern’s friend, 
Petrie, won him knighthood in 1923, and 
he delighted to be called Sir Flinders. He 
continued his explorations until his death 
at the age of 89 in Jerusalem in 1942. In 
1955 an Israeli settlement was established 
at the ancient tell of Lachish, which 
remains “one of the most interesting 
archeological sites in the area.” 

Claude R. Conder’s 1878 volume, “Tent 
Work in Palestine,” pictured contemporary 
archeologists at work.
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Fences” — Award-winning drama directed 
by D. Terry Williams. The story of a man 
and his son who has the chance to achieve 
the dream his father could not. Feb. 5, 6, 12, 
13, 19 & 20, 8 p.m., Feb. 7, 14 & 21, 2 p.m. 
Farmer’s Alley Theatre, 221 Farmer’s Alley. 
343-2727.
“Is He Dead?” — A newly discovered com-
edy by Mark Twain offers a sly critique of the 
art world. An artist’s death is staged to drive 
up the price of his art. Feb. 5, 6, 12 & 13, 8 
p.m., Feb. 7, 2 p.m. Civic Audit., 329 S. Park 
St. 343-1313.
“Murder at the Howard Johnson’s” — A 
comedy that asks if all is fair in love, includ-
ing murder. Feb 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27, Mar. 
5, 6, 12 & 13, 8:30 p.m. New Vic Theatre, 
134 E. Vine St. 381-3328.
“As You Like It” — The wit and beauty of 
Shakespeare’s language provide this whimsi-
cal romantic comedy. Feb. 18–20, 25 &26, 8 
p.m., Feb. 21, 2 p.m. Shaw Theatre, WMU. 

387-6222.
“The Cripple of Inish-
maan” — An uproari-
ously funny yet touching 
play set in Ireland. A local 
boy who leaves town to 
make good prompts worry 
about him. Feb. 18, 7:30 
p.m., Feb. 19–20, 8 p.m., 
Feb. 21, 2 p.m. Balch 

Playhouse, K-College. 337-7333.
“I Wanna Text You Up or Same Text 
Marriage”— Got a Crackberry habit you 
can’t seem to kick? Do you consider yourself 
bilingual now because you also speak SMS? 
Join Crawlspace Eviction for powerful group 
therapy. Feb. 19-20
“Voice of Good Hope” — The Civic 
presents this compelling play about Barbara 
Jordan, the first black woman from the Deep 
South elected to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. Feb. 19, 20, 26, 27, Mar. 5 & 6, 
8 p.m., Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m., Feb. 28, 2 p.m. 
Parish Theatre, 429 S. 343-1313.

Musicals & Opera

“Dido and Aeneas” — Henry Purcell’s 
barogue opera will be presented by the 
WMU School of Music. Feb. 20, 8 p.m., Feb. 
21, 5 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
387-2300.
“Disney’s Beauty and the Beast” v— 
This lush, romantic musical is based on the 
Academy Award-winning animated feature 
film. Feb. 23–25, 7 p.m. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. 387-2300.

Dance

Winter Gala Dance Concert — The WMU 
Department of Dance presents its Winter 
Gala. Feb. 4–6, 8 p.m., Feb. 6–7, 2 p.m. 
Williams Theatre, WMU. 387-6222.
Midwest Regional Alternative Dance 
Festival — The region’s finest modern 
dancers gather for the inaugural festival. 
Feb. 26–27, 7:30 & 9 p.m., Feb. 28, 1:30 & 
3 p.m. Wellspring Theatre, 359 S. Kalama-
zoo Mall. 342-4364.
“Peter and the Wolf” — Ballet Arts 
Ensemble, in collaboration with the KSO, 
presents the classic ballet and the KSO will 
also perform other pieces. Feb. 28, 3 p.m. 
Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge Ave. 
349-7759.

Symphony

University Symphony Orchestra — The 
WMU ensemble performs with trumpet so-
loist, Scott Thornburg. Feb. 7, 3 p.m. Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. 387-4667.
“Celebrating Strings” — The KSO will be 
led by Mei-Ann Chen with special guest 
harpist Yolanda Kondonassis. Feb. 19, 8 
p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Musical Storybooks: Berlioz the Bear 
— Children ages 3–6 are invited to share 
stories, hands-on activities, and music per-
formed by the KSO’s Burdick-Thorne String 
Quartet. Feb. 6, 10 a.m. Epic Center, 359 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall. 349-7759.

University Concert Band — Led by David 
Montgomery, this WMU band will perform 
in a free concert. Feb. 16, 8:15 p.m. Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. 387-4667.
Rising Stars Recital — The Gilmore Key-
board Festival presents Benjamin Grosve-
nor performing works by Kapustin, Liszt, 
Chopin and Ravel. Feb. 21, 7 p.m. Well-
spring Theater, Epic Center, 359 S. Kalama-
zoo Mall. 342-1166.
Bullock Series — A series of concerts 
performed by guests of the WMU School 
of Music; Ligeti and Laptops, contemporary 
classical music performed by Birds on a Wire 
and the inaugural performance of the Kala-
mazoo Laptop Orchestra. Feb. 23, 8:15 p.m. 
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.
Julliard String Quartet — Fontana 
Chamber Arts presents this talented, 
world-famous ensemble, founded in 1946, 
performing Schubert, Bartok and more. 
Feb. 26, 8 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 382-7774.
Happy Days Are Here Again — The Kala-
mazoo Concert Band presents its February 
concert. Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m. Miller Audito-
rium, WMU. 806-6597.

Vocal & Radio
Love, Gold Company Style — WMU’s 
exciting vocal jazz group along with their 
sister group, GC II, presents a concert of 
your favorite love songs for Valentine’s Day. 
Feb. 13, 2 p.m. & 8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. 387-2300.
All Ears Theatre — Step back into radio 
history —enjoy live broadcasts for later 
airing on 102.1 WMUK-FM. “Ethel and 
Albert,” Feb. 6, “The Fall of the House of 
Usher,” Feb. 20, and “Parole to Panic,” Mar. 
6. First Baptist Church, 315 W.
Michigan Ave. 6 p.m. Free.

Visual Arts
WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455

Video and Sound Art — An exhibition in 
two parts by John Criscitello, an artist from 

I am patient with 
stupidity but not 

with those who are 
proud of it.

—Edith Sitwell
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Ithaca, New York, will be shown. Feb. 1–14, 
The Worstest Generation; Feb. 15–27, God 
Shaped Hole. Atrium Gallery.
The Graphic Imperative: International 
Posters for Peace, Social Justice and the 
Environment — Sociopolitical posters that 
stir emotions and make us think. Through 
Feb. 19. Monroe-Brown Gallery.
Your Town, Inc.: Big Box Reuse with 
Julia Christensen — A sculptural con-
struction demonstrating opposition to the 
superstore concept along with photographs 
of reworked big-box buildings. Feb. 25–Mar. 
19. Monroe-Brown Gallery.
Lucid Directions — The RCVA Student 
Scholarship Award exhibition. Feb. 25–Mar. 
19. Kerr Gallery. 

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775

The Art of Warner Bros. Cartoons — 
Over 160 drawings, paintings, “cels,” and 
related art objects used in the making of 
Warner’s classic cartoons, from the 1930s 
through 1960. Through Feb. 21.
Woodcuts in Modern China, 1937–2008 
— An exhibit of 65 Chinese woodblock 
Western-style prints. Jan. 23–April 18.
Fear and Folly: The Visionary Prints of 
Francesco Goya and Federico
Castellon — Artists will be represented by 
an important print series drawn from KIA’s 
permanent collection. Jan. 30–May 23.
ARTbreak — Informal free lectures and 
presentations on art-related topics. Tex 
Avery: King of Cartoons, Feb. 9; My Kid 
Could Paint Like That (part 1), Feb. 16; My 
Kid Could Paint Like That (part 2), Feb. 23. 
Bring lunch to the 12:15 sessions.
Art & All That Jazz — A social evening of 
art and music. Keith Hall Trio, Feb. 19.

Miscellaneous

Midtown Gallery — February featuring 
“The Red Show” with works by eight area 
artists. 356 S. Kalamazoo Mall.
Art Hop — View the works of local artists. 
Local venues/galleries in downtown Kalama-
zoo. Feb. 5, 5 p.m. 342-5059.
Saniwax Gallery — Featuring Western 
Michigan University BFA and MFA Student 
Exhibition. Opens Feb. 5 during Art Hop. 
5–9 p.m. Park Trade Center, 345-3311.

Literary Events
Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809

Storytime with Mr. Steve and Friends 
— A storytime for the family, complete with 
celebrity readers, musical guests, and crafts. 
Feb. 11, 6:30 p.m. Central Library.
Meet the Author — Wesley Stace, author 
of “Misfortune” and “By George” will discuss 
his work and his upcoming novel, Feb. 18, 
7 p.m.; Josh Becker, film screenwriter and 
director, has also written “The Complete 
Guide to Low-Budget Feature Filmmaking 
and Rushes.” Feb. 25, 7 p.m. Books for sale 
and signing. Central Library.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Children’s Art from the Sister State — 
Pottery and painting from Shigaraki, Japan, 
in Michigan’s sister state. Feb. 1–25. Also, 
a demonstration of calligraphy, origami, 
Japanese food and storytelling and Suzuki 
Academy performance, Feb. 20, 2–4 p.m.

Combat Veterans Writing Group — An 
evening workshop on writing poetry, essay 
or fiction. No writing experience necessary. 
Feb. 9 & 23, 6:30–8 p.m.

Museums
Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990

Robots + Us — A playful look at how biol-
ogy and engineering are coming together to 
close the gap between reality and our robot 
dreams. Opens Feb. 13.
Planetarium Programs — “Invaders of 
Mars,” daily at 3 p.m.; “Sky Legends of the 
Three Fires,” weekdays, 11 a.m., Sat., 1 p.m., 
Sun., 2 p.m.; “Winter Nights,” Sat.,
2 p.m.; “U2 Laser Show,” Fri., 8:30 p.m.

(Continued on page 46)

In 1933, at the height of the Great 
Depression, Disney Studios released a 
cartoon short about three little pigs that 
built houses to escape the wrath of the 
big bad wolf. It was part of their “Silly 
Symphonies” and contained the song 
“Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?” The 
story of the swine siblings is a familiar 
folk tale. One of the earliest versions in 
print can be found in “Popular Rhymes 
and Nursery Tales” (1849), by James 
Halliwell. Other versions are found in 
Grimms’ “The Wolf and the Seven Young 
Kids” and Harris’ “Tales of Uncle Remus.” 
Regardless of authorship, they all have in 
common the lesson that hard work and 
perseverance can prevail in the face of 
hardship. In 1933, the beleaguered U.S. 

populace loved the cartoon and the song. 
In the midst of the Depression, people 
were inspired to overcome their own 
“big bad wolves” — poverty, hunger and 
unemployment.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214
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HE WAS BORN IN DETROIT, Michigan, USA. He was born 
in Basra, Iraq. Her family is Irish Catholic, close-knit. His 
family is Iraqi Muslim, close-knit but scattered by war. 

They both lost an older brother to war: hers in Vietnam; his in 
Iraq. They are of ages to be mother and son, and they love each 
other as if they were blood family. She teaches art to elementary 
school students. He is a welding robot operator. Together, they 
formed and direct Iraqi Health Now, a Kalamazoo-based organi-
zation devoted to providing humanitarian relief to people in the 
war-torn Basra and to Iraqi refugees. They—Kathy Murphy and 
Haider Alsaedy—are a powerful team.

“I used to go downtown (Kalamazoo) to a restaurant he 
owned with his cousins. They made great falafels,” Kathy says of 
her first encounter with Haider in 2002. “We got to know each 
other, and Haider talked about his family in Iraq. When the U.S. 
invaded, the day the war started (March 20, 2003), a friend and 
I brought a flower to Haider. We wanted him to know that we 
were thinking about him and his family.”  

“When I came to the USA, I learned a lot,” Haider states. “I 
learned people are the same here and there; we are all flesh and 
blood. I came from people who had lived in a war (with Iran) 
for years and years. I grew up with the attitude of hate. Then I 
met Kathy. I saw how nice people are. She brought that flower. 

Whoa! What I grew up with, when you have a war with some-
one, you have to show he is your enemy.”

… … …

Kathy: “You thought everyone in the USA would hate Iraqis.” 
Haider: “Yeah. Because that is what happened when we 

were at war with Iran; we could not say that Iran is good or put 
up a picture of an Iranian. We would be hanged to death. But, 
here, Kathy brought me a flower. Wow! This is the most beauti-
ful thing that happened in my life.” 

Kathy: “None of us wanted the war to start. To me, bringing 
this flower to Haider was a significant gesture.”

… … …

Iraqi Health Now operates on that theme of making “a 
significant gesture” to the communities of Basra, Kalamazoo, 
and, by extension, the world. 

Even after Haider left the restaurant and began to work at a 
local manufacturing firm, Kathy would run into him from time 
to time. “He would tell me his family was OK, that Basra was in 
the southern part of Iraq and not near the bombing in Baghdad, 
and I realized how little I knew about Iraq then.”

 Because of its location near the Iraq-Iran border, Basra was 
a frequent target of Iranian artillery during the war between 
those countries from 1980 to 1988, when Haider was a teenager 

 TEAMING UP FOR IRAQI HEALTH

Haider Alsaedy and Kathy Murphy pack medical supplies headed for the 
Maternity and Children’s Hospital in Basra, Iraq. To insure that the supplies 
arrive where intended, Haider, himself, goes to Basra and personally 
delivers them to their destination, where his nephew is a doctor there.

Table of Contents photo: Haider Alsaedy, Maia Storm, and Kathy Murphy.
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and 
young 
man. Basra was 
also the entry point 
for British soldiers and 
the scene of heavy fighting 
when Coalition Forces landed in 
Iraq in 2003.

Haider Alsaedy was born in Basra in 1970. He gradu-
ated from high school in Almalqel and attended, but did 
not graduate from, Basra’s Physical Education Institute. 

In 1980, when he was 10, war broke out between his nation and 
Iran. 

“I lost my brother and brother-in-law. Saddam (Hussein) 
killed them,” he says, holding the leader of his country person-
ally responsible for ordering troops to kill any young man who 

refused to join the army. “My brother-in-law was against 
the war. He disappeared. Then, after four years, they 

brought his body to his family. He was burned, like a 
piece of meat, cooked, shriveled up. Saddam’s soldiers 
came to his family with his body in a box, knocked on 
his door, and asked for money. You see, when Saddam 
kills one of your family, you have to pay him for what he 

spent on the torture. You pay the government. For the 
bullets used to kill your kids. For my brother-in-law, they asked 
for the cost of burning him. He had been cut, salted. They do 
everything to get from him information before they kill him.”

Of his brother, Haider says, “All my family was anti-war. 
The problem was that when Saddam was in power, you will be 
killed if you are open and talk about it. My brother—he was the 
oldest—did not want to fight. He escaped the war eight years, 
roaming around, in the city, in the marshes. It was unbelievable 
for him to be free for that period of time. A miracle! Because spies 
are everywhere—your neighbors, your cousins, your family. 
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“WE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO THIS WITHOUT 
THOSE PEOPLE WHO CAME BY THE DOZENS TO CONTRIBUTE 
ITEMS AND TO LOAD THE SHIPPING CONTAINERS.”

Basra, sometimes written as Al Basrah, is located along the Shatt al-Arab 
River, downstream from the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates. It’s Iraq’s 
primary seaport and second largest city, with a population of 3,800,000. It is 
the historic location of Sumer, the home of Sinbad the Sailor, and, because of 
its once-rich marshes, a proposed location of the Garden of Eden.

Haider Alsaedy (in Iraqi Health Now shirt) and Iraqi volunteers unload 
medical supplies in Basra. The cardboard boxes contain items for the 
Basra Women and Children’s Hospital. Covering them are dozens of 
walkers, canes, and crutches.
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Spies are paid in cars and money just to 
turn people out.

“We would see him about once a 
year. After eight years, he came to my 
family. He gave me a long, long hug. 
When he was away, Saddam’s regime 
would break into our house in the 
middle of the night and threaten us. My 
father got sick of it. He said, ‘Son, surren-
der yourself. Go to the army. Eight years 
is enough.’ This was 1987—the war 
ended in 1988. He listened to my father. 
He went to the army, and disappeared. 
We have never seen him since.”

Haider was 17 when his brother 
disappeared.

Kathy was 16 when her brother  
was killed. 

“In 1968. In the Tet Offensive along 
with 700 other American men,” she says. 
“That really affected my family. We were 
never the same again. I was at an impres-
sionable age, one of eight children. It 
made me look at war in different ways 
than some other people. It made me 
not want to see a new war start. It made 
me empathize with Haider and hope he 
would not have a loss because of our 
country invading his country.”

… … …

Haider: “When people get hurt from 
losing someone they love, they cannot 
really explain how they feel.”

Kathy: “My brother getting killed in 
Vietnam opened my heart to anyone whose 
family might become victims of war.”

Haider: “In Iraq, I saw funerals—
two, three times a day. From the war. 
I saw dead bodies on cars come to the 
houses all the time. So we got used to 
it. I saw the families, how much pain 
they go through. Then, when I lose 
my brother, I realize it’s different than 
watching someone else feel the pain from 
losing someone they love.”

Kathy: “That’s what brought me and 
Haider together.”

… … …

With cessation of fighting between 
Iraq and Iran in August 1988, the people 
of Iraq rejoiced. But exactly two years 
later, in August 1990, Saddam Hus-

sein ordered an invasion of Kuwait, an 
act condemned by government leaders 
around the world and for which the 
United Nations Security Council quickly 
voted unanimously to impose sanctions. 
Within Iraq, people fought back.

“We were already sick of the first 
war with Iran,” says Haider. When 
Saddam invaded Kuwait, people had so 
much anger. They said they had to do 
something to get him out of power.”

Haider and his brothers and neighbors 
joined the resistance, believing the Gulf 
War Coalition Forces would soon depose 
Hussein. But when that didn’t happen, they 
found themselves in mortal danger and 
sought asylum with allied troops who took 
them to a refugee camp in Saudi Arabia. 
That was 1991. Haider was 21, and he lived 
in that camp for the next seven years. “The 
refugee camp was a disaster. It was another 
life,” he says of that time when water came 
from large supply tanks and he had to eat 
canned food provided by the Saudis.

Ironically, his future wife, Zainab 
Almajeby, was in that camp, too, but 
they would not meet until 2007—in 
Dearborn, Mich.  

In the meantime, Haider would be 
transported to Salt Lake City, Utah, where 
he lived with four other Iraqi refugees 
in a small apartment for nine months. 
In early 1998, he received an offer from 
a friend who had competed on the Iraqi 
national team in tai kwon do—then 
called kung-fu—and who had come to 
own and operate a martial arts school in 

South Bend, Ind. Haider accepted, having 
attained championship black-belt status 
in the sport, which is as common in Iraq 
as baseball is in the United States.

In the spring of 2006, Haider, at age 36, 
returned to Iraq for the first time since 
leaving the refugee camp 16 years ear-

lier. Upon returning to Kalamazoo from 
his visit, he expressed dismay and was 
depressed about what he had witnessed. 
“When I saw all the disaster, I couldn’t 
call the President [of the United States]. 
I needed someone, somehow. And Kathy 
popped into my head. She’s the one.”

… … …

Kathy: “I got a phone call out of the 
blue. He had just gotten back He said, 
‘Things are so bad in my town. I thought 
you could help.’”

Haider: “She was so interested and 
open minded. She listened to me. She 
said let’s meet.”

Kathy: “I had worked with a place 
called International Aid, which is a 
mission outlet in Spring Lake where mis-
sionaries go to buy things on the cheap. 
My elementary art students had made 
rag dolls that they sent to Kosovo.”

Haider: “I have a nephew who is a 
doctor. I saw people sleeping on the floor 
in the hospitals, but my nephew said, 
‘We don’t need beds. We need syringes; 
we are sharing syringes.’”

Kathy: “I knew International Aid 
had a lot of medical supplies.” 

Haider: “I got a list from the doctors.”

Iraqi Health Now

Kalamazoo-area supporters and volunteers of Iraqi Health Now gather at the home of Kathy Murphy 
(holding Haider and Zainab’s son) and husband Jeff Brown (in back, third from left) to extend bon  
voyage wishes to Haider Alsaedy (front left) and Kathy’s brother, Bill Murphy (next to Haider), prior to 
their departure to Iraq in the spring of 2009. Haider’s wife, Zainab, is at the far right.
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Looking for a new view?

Jim Gilmore Enterprises

Kathy: “I started looking for syringes 
and blood bags and things they needed.”

… … …

And that was the beginning of Iraqi 
Health Now. 

Haider and Kathy held their first 
fundraiser, named Middle Eastern Din-
ner, at First Presbyterian Church in the 
spring of 2006 that drew an attendance 
of over 100 Kalamazooans. The money 
they raised helped to pay for the syring-
es—“lots of them,” says Kathy—that 
arrived in Iraq on Christmas Eve, 2006. 
Within the next two years, Iraqi Health 
Now would send over 3,500 pounds of 

medical supplies via com-
mercial carrier services, 
plus two laden over-the-
water shipping containers: 
a 20-foot container in the 
spring of 2008 and a 40-
foot container in the spring 
of 2009. 

… … …

Kathy: “They were full 
of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of supplies—all donated and packed 
by Kalamazoo volunteers.”

Haider: “We asked by word of 
mouth. People donated wheelchairs, 

crutches, walkers, canes. Borgess (Medi-
cal Center) donated surgery kits.”

Kathy: “Haider has been able to go 
and see that things get to the right places 
and to the right people — 100 percent. 

A young man in Basra is the recipient of 
a wheelchair donated by a Kalamazooan. 

Haider (in yellow shirt) helps him while the 
boy’s mother (back right) cries with joy.
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For an Evening of...

EpicBistro.com

(269) 342.1300
359 S. Kalamazoo Mall
in Downtown’s Epic Center

Award Winning Wine Lists

Mark your calendars!
       Thursday March 18th, 6:30pm

Eclectic & International Dishes

                  4th AnnualMillennium Showcase

Iraqi Health Now

And we trust his nephew, a doctor at the 
Basra Hospital, to make sure it is all used 
properly.”

… … …

When Haider returned to Iraq for the 
second time in 2007, he and Zainab had 
been married for less than six months. 
He became a U.S. citizen on March 10, 
2008. And the couple’s son, Hassan, was 
born on September 11, 2008. Kathy, who 
attended the child’s birth, is his “unoffi-
cially adopted grandmother.”

Zainab was born in Nasiriyah, Iraq, 
100 km northwest of Basra. She 
was a child while in the same refu-

gee camp in Saudi Arabia where Haider 
resided in his early 20s. She arrived in 
Detroit in 1997 after going through the 
same U.S. immigration interview and ac-
ceptance process that Haider experienced 
prior to his arrival in Utah.

They met at a mosque in Dearborn 
during the celebration of the birthday of 
Al-Mahdi, the prophesied redeemer of 
Islam, in October 2006, and married one 
month later. Haider’s friends in Dear-
born arranged the marriage according to 
Islamic traditions.

… … …

Haider: “They were my best friends 
and neighbors in Basra. They are brothers, 
and they met their wives, Zainab’s sisters, 
in the refugee camp. They talked with her 
father and mother and said, ‘This is a guy 

we know. He’s just like us.’ In our people, 
they don’t give the dowry to just anybody. 
They have to know the history.” 

Kathy: “I remember Haider telling 
me he had met this girl and was going to 
get married. I said to him, ‘How do you 
know she’s going to love you?’”

Haider: “And I said, ‘Kaaaathyyyy, 
how could she not love me?’”

… … …

Indeed, the people of Basra might be 
asking the same question. How could they 
not love Haider—and Kathy and Zainab 
and all the people of West Michigan who 
support them and all of the organizations 
that have aligned with them?

Kathy and Haider readily voice that 
they are not the only persons who make 
Iraqi Health Now happen. Far from it. 
Maia Justine Storm, an immigration law-
yer in Kalamazoo, is the organization’s 
third principal member. She first got 
involved by locating a retired physician 
to write the initial prescription to get 
medicines from International Aid. Maia 
has also helped with Iraqi Health Now’s 
fundraiser dinners. Of sending supplies 
to Basra, Maia says, “We have a one-to-
one connection, the community of Kala-
mazoo helping the people of Basra.”

Iraqi Health Now’s fiduciary re-
sponsibilities are handled by Healing 
the Children, a nonprofit organization in 
Grand Rapids, directed by Helen Salan, 
who Kathy credits with “freeing us from 

A boatload of water sand filters is shipped across the Shat al-Arab River to people who live in the 
marshes on the other side. The water there is now too salty to drink due to a vast, ecologically  
damaging draining project conducted by former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, dams bilt upstream 
by Syria and Turkey, and reverse currents of salt water from the Persian Gulf.
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Downtown Kalamazoo 269.349.0100 ● Woodbridge Hills – Portage 269.488.0290
Free ATM at 2,000 locations ● fnbmichigan.com

A Locally-Owned Bank Where Your Deposits
Stay Here And Benefit This Community.

John M. Schreuder
Chief Executive Officer
Direct: 269.488.8853

We’re growing and we’re helping this community grow too! We benefit area
residents and businesses with local decision-making and safe, secure banking.
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You on Your Road

Through Life
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Jeff K. Ross

a part of
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the ugly side of humanitarianism and 
enabling us to get work done.” 

Their second container went to Iraq 
in the spring of 2009. It held medical 
supplies, building materials, clothing, 
blankets, soccer balls, and toys—all 
donated—and 120 biosand water filters, 
purchased with a large anonymous cash 
contribution. In Iraq, Haider networked 
with people from nongovernmental or-
ganizations who assembled and installed 
the water filters under his tutelage. 

But, above all, Kathy and Haider 
praise the people of southwest Michigan. 
“Our story is really about the commu-
nity of Kalamazoo taking Haider and 
Zainab in as friends and reaching out 
to the people of Iraq,” she emphasizes. 
“We could not have been able to do this 
without those people who came by the 
dozens to contribute items and to load 
the shipping containers.”

Their praise is also familial. Kathy’s 
brother, Bill, accompanied Haider to Iraq 
in 2009 and was readily accepted by Haid-
er’s relatives. “They loved Bill,” he states. 
“They said, ‘If somebody would come to 
hurt you because you are an American, we 
would fight for you.’ That made me cry.” 

Bill traveled with Haider from vil-
lage to village, delivering the filters and 
recording the trip on video, which Iraqi 
Health Now has now transformed into a 
32-minute documentary. 

The documentary features children 

Haider pours sand into a biosand water 
filter, which will give local residents almost 
immediate drinkable water.
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Iraqi Health Now

with filthy, bare feet and missing teeth, and families living in 
squalid encampments within garbage dumps, and drinking 
water contaminated by sewage from the city and salt from the 
Persian Gulf. It shows water problems due to inadequate water 
treatment plants operated by unqualified personnel and once-
verdant alluvial marshes now drained by Hussein’s engineers. 
It depicts the plight of children with birth defects attributed to 
radiation from piles and piles of abandoned U.S. military muni-
tions made from radioactive depleted uranium.

It also shows people who somehow survive in that environ-
ment, people worshipping, and caring for their families, young 
people running and smiling and sharing what little food they have, 
and people of all ages and both genders grateful for the water filters 
and wheelchairs and walkers sent from Kalamazoo. As Bill Murphy 
narrates of his and Haider’s three weeks in Iraq, he says: “We made 
new friends and fortified connections to last a lifetime. This was 
not a journey of two men; it was a coming together of two commu-
nities in the spirit of goodwill, aid, and hope.”

This documentary is not the first media coverage gifted to 
Iraqi Health Now. Kathy and Haider were featured on the National 
Public Radio program “The Story,” with Dick Gordon. Recorded 
at WMUK studio on September 10, 2008—the day before Hassan 
was born—it was broadcast on September 29, 2008.

Iraqi Health Now is also blessed with the work of Zainab, who 
works toward the cause in the Alsaedy home. With adeptness on a 
computer, Zainab keeps the organization’s electronic files and nu-
merous photographs in order. At the same time, she says her most 
important role is “to keep Haider safe.” And Hassan? Well, with 
curiosity and quickness, he is all boy and entices laughter and love.

“Does he want another bottle? Here, I’ll hold him,” Kathy 
tells Zainab. 

Then, embracing this member of the next generation, with 
a combined tone of seriousness and determination, she contin-
ues: “According to the BBC, less than 32 percent of Iraqis have 
access to clean drinking water. We want to get the ear of some-
one in the State Department who could help the government of 
Iraq see that clean water is a huge priority, something that the 
people there are pleading for.”

This Bedouin family lives in a garbage dump from which they glean metal 
to trade or sell and food scraps for their own consumption.
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independent living  |  assisted living  |  skilled nursing

Chocolate Festival

space is limited. please call  
1-877-606-2329 by february 10th  
to reserve your space.

copy   print   scan   fax
www.cornerstoneos.com

269.321.9442

It’s time to get personal.
What’s personal about an office equipment supplier? 
A lot when you consider our new Managed Print
Service (MPS). A one-stop, turnkey, print solution,
MPS removes your burden of  output manangement.

Contact us today to find out more and 
experience the personalized attention you deserve.

Of Iraqi Health Now’s immediate fu-
ture, Kathy says the organization will send 
another container of supplies when they 
have raised enough money to do so. They 
are also expanding their mission to help 
Iraqi women purchase sewing machines 
with which they can support their families. 
And they want to offer more assistance to 
Iraqi refugees in the United States.

Haider and Zainab are also look-
ing forward to the day when they will 
return to Basra permanently to start an 
orphanage. “I purchased the land, about 
one-half acre, in 2006,” Haider says. “It’s 
by a river. We want to build a home for 
five children with classrooms for people 
to get an education.” He adds that the 
number of orphans in Iraq is amazing (as 
many as 5 million, according to several 
independent online news sources).

“When I came to the USA, I learned 
a lot,” Haider reiterates. “I learned people 
are the same here and there; we are all 
flesh and blood.”

Ice Storm

Instantaneously melting
Simultaneously freezing 
Tracings crystalline 
and light as a leaf.

 By Dave Marlatt

Dave’s poems have appeared in 
a variety of literary journals. 
His collection of poetry, “A Hog 
Slaughtering Woman,” is available 
from New Issues Press. You also 
may have heard him as co-host of 
the Irish traditional music radio 
program, “The Pure Drop,” Sunday 
nights at 8:00 p.m. on NPR affiliate 
WMUK 102.1 FM. 

And when he returns to the town of 
his birth, he will convey that message—
on behalf of the people of Kalamazoo—
to the people of Basra. 

The documentary, “Iraqi Health Now,” will 
be shown at the Kalamazoo Public Library 
on Monday, February 22, at 6:30 p.m. The 
organization’s Middle Eastern Dinner, their 
fourth annual fundraiser, will be at First 

Presbyterian Church in downtown Kalama-
zoo on Friday, April 23, at 6:30 p.m. The 
public is invited to both events.

Iraqi Health Now is a completely 
volunteer organization with no employ-
ees. Donations are tax deductible, and all 
money and goods go to helping the people 
of Basra. For more information, go to www.
iraqihealthnow.org. E-mail: iraqihealth-
now@verizon.net.
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RIC STRAND TALKS about Johann Sebastian Bach as though he knows 
him, and in a way, he does. For one thing, he can trace his pupil/
teacher lineage straight to Bach, something Eric says is “fun to say, 

but doesn’t mean too much in practice.” His childhood piano teacher, Dr. E. 
Marie Burdette, who maintained her large studio until she was 100, studied 
with the French organist Marcel Dupre, a direct pupil descendent of the great 
composer.

Bach’s music, in fact, was a part of Eric’s story before he was even born. 
On the night Eric and his twin brother, Jon, were born, Eric’s father was 
performing continuo harpsichord for a Bach Cantata, “Actus Tragicus,” also 
known as “God’s Time Is Best.”  Apparently God’s time was best. The two 
boys were born that night, a little prematurely, but surrounded by music.

The Bach connections, however, don’t stop there.
Part of Eric’s musical mission has become to know as much as possible 

about Bach and other early composers by studying original treatises and 
scores, and researching musical norms at the time of the compositions, all 
methods that help create “historically-informed” performances. He also seeks 
to employ period instruments, such as the Baroque violin, recorder, trans-
verse flute, viola di gamba, Theorbo, lute and harpsichord, to name just a few, 
in order to augment the historical authenticity of the music. “The modern 
counterparts of instruments sound quite different,” Eric said. “People are 
astounded by how the use of period instruments affects the way the music is 
played and sounds.”

Music, he explains, is not just notes on a page, but story and context. 
“Where possible, I like placing music in the context of when it was first cre-
ated. One of the things I like about being a church musician is that it allows 
music to take on its full stature of being sung within the context of the liturgy. 
With Early Music Michigan, we often work to create a context in which the 
music might be better understood and heard.

“Part of music is to educate,” he said. “That education keeps people inter-
ested and increases their appreciation.”

Eric articulates this mission in his capacities as organist and choir 
master of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, one the stalwart downtown churches 
that support Kalamazoo’s thriving musical community, and in his director-
ship of Early Music Michigan (EMM), a 24-member group of musicians, 
mostly singers, who, through lively performance, lecture, theatrical recon-
structions and workshops, seek, through the power of the human voice, to 
give historically-informed representations of Medieval, Renaissance and 

Eric Strand

Early Music Michigan sang the Vespers 
of Cozzolani with a period instrumental 
accompaniment at First Congregational 
Church in May 2009.
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Baroque period music.
Being raised in a musical family was 

fertile ground for Eric’s artistic sensibil-
ity. In many ways, his story began before 
he was born, when his parents strapped a 
harpsichord to the roof of a Ford Falcon 
and headed from California to their new 
home in Kansas.

The harpsichord’s packing box, 
which functioned as a table, became one 
of the first pieces of furniture in their new 
house. A predecessor of the present-day 
piano, the  
harpsichord was purchased with his 
mother’s cashed-out teacher’s retirement 
money for his father, who was a perform-
ing harpsichordist and organist and who 
was about to take up his new teaching 
post at Kansas’ Southwestern College.  It 
was also the instrument upon which Eric 
learned to play. 

“There was a kind of Early Music 
influence from the start,” Eric said.

Over the years, as Eric took piano and 
then violin lessons, he also began focus-
ing on organ playing, studying with his 
father, an esteemed organist. Eric’s interest 
in Early Music solidified when he attended 
Indiana University in Bloomington, the 
very well-regarded and one of the largest 
music schools in the country, during a 
time when the Early Music movement was 
gaining momentum in the 1980s.

The first time Eric heard Handel’s 
“Messiah” performed on period instru-
ments, he was struck by how “right”  
it sounded.

“It was light and lively, not dense and 
cluttered,” he said. “It was like restoring 
a piece of artwork where you reveal it for 
what it really is.”

It is probably safe to say that Early 
Music, a period that is considered 
to typically run through the Middle 

Ages and end in the Baroque Period, 
which conveniently stops at the time of 
J.S. Bach’s death in 1750, was, if nothing 
else, quieter. There was also less em-
phasis on the soloist. Especially in the 
Medieval Period, music was a communal 
experience. When Eric attended Indiana 

USICIANS, LIKE DANCERS and athletes, are often drawn to learn more about 
heir bodies. Many people may not think of making music—with voice or 
instrument—as a highly physical activity, but in fact, it is. Injuries such as 

tendonitis and carpal tunnel syndrome are fairly common among professional musicians.
Because of the importance of knowing how the body works and in order to make 

its best music, Eric Strand has studied different theories of body awareness, including 
the well-known Alexander Technique, a method developed by F. Matthias Alexander, 

an Australian actor and teacher.
The Alexander Technique, taught in many music 

schools and widely studied among dancers, promotes 
the idea that by changing the body’s movements, 
coordination and posture are improved and tension is 
reduced. Many schools of thought have evolved from 
Alexander’s original premise.

BodyMapping, developed by William Conable, 
professor of cello at Ohio State University School of 
Music, focuses on correcting faulty notions about how 
we think our bodies are structured.

Eric also studies and practices LearningMethods, a 
school of thought originated by David Gormon, which 
seeks to address changing students’ intentions about 
their bodies, rather than focusing on the symptoms. 

“Musicians are best-suited to learn these tech-
niques because they are attuned to what improves 

their performance,” Eric said. “A lot of the bigger music schools have full-time trained 
Alexander Technique teachers.”

Eric, who began his Alexander Technique study while in music school at Indiana 
University, has expanded and deepened his study of the body since his original introduc-
tion, knowledge that is extremely valuable in his position as organist and choir director of 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and as artistic director of Early Music Michigan, a group that 
performs Early Music and is comprised of both a chorus and, occasionally, orchestra.

A lot of what he has learned involves correcting our own misconceptions of how 
bodies, particularly our own, naturally function. 

“Everyone has an internal map of how their bodies are made in terms of its struc-
ture, function and application,” Eric explained. “If we have a faulty notion, we can get 
in alignment by correcting it.” BodyMapping, for instance, teaches that the pinky, not 
our thumb or forefinger, is our strongest finger and that when playing the piano (or 
typing at the keyboard) our strongest and least stressful position is with hands angled 
towards each other in a closed triangle rather than away in an open triangle. 

LearningMethods diverges from the previous two schools of thought by considering 
our thinking about our bodies and how those thoughts produce the symptoms—which 
may occur as pain or tension. “So here, the question is, what are we intending?” Eric 
explained. “The body will coordinate itself into every possible way to fulfill our intention.

“Our tendency is to go about doing something different to change the symptom 
by eliminating the symptom rather than actually allowing the symptom to waken us to 
the present moment.”

When working with choir members or students, Eric seeks to employ his 
knowledge of how the body works to help the best and most natural music come forth. 

“The body wants just the right amount of attention,” Eric said. “Too much 
attention and you’re in trouble. Not enough attention and you’re in trouble.”  t

Eric Strand studies theories 
of body awareness to help his 
singers put forth the best music 
possible.
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Heilman’s
NUTS & CONFECTIONS
kind of nutty, but in a good way!
1804 South Westnedge Ave  269-383-1188  www.nuts2you.com
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372-3400 www.devisserlandscape.com

Three Generations Serving Kalamazoo

Strand

University, he was a member of the Pro 
Arte Singers, a group directed by Thomas 
Binkley, one of the most influential pio-
neers in the Early Music movement.

Thomas “directed the group in 
a most unusual way,” Eric said. They 
practiced four days a week for an hour 
and a half, standing in a circle facing each 
other. “This became a world unto itself,” 
he said. “The choir performed without a 
conductor, and he taught the music with 
metaphor and analogy.”

This is an influence that Eric  
continues to feel today. “(Thomas) looked, 
as I do, for voices with character: interest-
ing timbre4s, woody, earthy, reedy, and 
yet with very musical sensibilities.

“Learning chant was all about 
manipulating the rise and fall of energy 
in a very organic way. He never wanted 
any two notes in succession to be exactly 
the same, which helped to develop a very 
subtle, flexible, rhythmic sense.”

From this experience, Eric said, “my 
love and interest in Early Music became 
quite developed.”

In the midst of this very stimulating 
musical environment, he met his wife, 
Jacqueline Stilger, who recently resigned 
her 10-year post as organist/choirmaster 
at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Battle 
Creek to become Director of Music at 
First United Methodist Church in Kala-
mazoo, a hop, skip and jump away from 

Eric Strand, in period costume, conducts the 
Early Music Michigan chorus during a Renais-
sance Feaste staged at Cathedral of Christ the 
King in 2006.
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Eric in his post at St. Luke’s.
Anyone who has attended an Early 

Music performance or even listened to a 
recording of chant has probably recog-
nized the reverential quality of this music. 
It evokes a simpler and slower time, with 
echoes of wide halls and open spaces in 
the heart and mind.

To augment the EMM repertoire, 
Eric has sought to employ more and 
more earlier instruments. Early Music 
instruments, though beautiful, have been 
reconstructed, and to what degree they 
accurately reproduce their former sound 
cannot be known. But there is one Early 
Music instrument that needs no recon-
struction. 

“The voice is the ultimate early in-
strument,” Eric said. “The singing voice is 
the prime connection to ancient time that 
we have.” 

Singers of ancient music, however, 
have to alter their mindset when ap-
proaching old melodies. For one thing, 
vibrato is seldom used. “Vibrato was 
originally intended as ornamentation,” 
Eric said. “We’ve now become accus-
tomed to hearing it used regularly.

“There’s a haunting aspect to the hu-
man voice. When voices blend together, 
it can really hearken back to an earlier 
time.”

This soul quality of Early Music is 
so compelling that Early Music record-
ings account for half of all classical mu-
sic sales, Eric said. A live performance 
really demonstrates this. In period mu-
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sic, we are meant not to attend so much 
to the soloist as we are invited into the 
mood of a different time and place that 
continues to both speak to and nourish 
something in our spirits, he said.

The Stilger-Strands arrived in Kala-
mazoo in August of 1998, after working 
for a time piecing together part-time jobs 
(“all in music, so we were very happy”) in 
Troy, N.Y. 

But when Eric and Jackie had their 
first child, the couple decided that at least 
one of them needed a full-time job. For-
tunately for Kalamazoo, Eric was hired at 
St. Luke’s and so they journeyed back to 
the Midwest, practical and hopeful. When 
they arrived, they were impressed with 
what they found.

“There is a thriving artistic envi-
ronment here,” Eric said. “We were so 
shocked when we attended our fist organ 
concert because there were actually 
people there in attendance.”

Eric has also found a plentitude of 
willing and accomplished musicians 
in the community to occasionally join 
EMM performances by playing early 
period instruments, as well as enthusi-
astic partners with his musical mission, 
such as Western Michigan University’s 
well-known International Congress on 
Medieval Studies, for which EMM has 

performed several times, and WMU’s 
School of Music Collegium Musicum, 
directed by Dr. Matt Steel.

The family’s musical tradition con-
tinues with the couple’s three children, 
Carsten, 12, who plays cello, Drew, 9, who 
plays violin, and Avery, 6, who, like the 
rest of the family, takes piano and sings. 
“Whoever lives under our roof, takes 
piano lessons,” Eric said. 

Carsten, together with his father 
and grandfather, attend the prestigious 
Royal School of Choral Music at Kings 
College in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., each sum-
mer. The six- to eight-hour-a-day inten-
sive conference gives three generations 
of Strands a chance to musically bond. 

“We try to foster lots of musi-
cal opportunities,” Eric said.

Eric continues to expand 
his own musical educa-
tion through various 

pursuits, one of which is build-
ing a clavichord, a piano-like 
early instrument that strikes the 
string and remains in contact 
long enough to actually create a 
vibrato effect.

He looks forward to 2010 
as a year of exploring and 
employing any technique that 

increases the authenticity of the music 
he has come to love and to the exciting 
program of EMM.

“We can’t recreate exact instru-
ments and the exact way it was played 
and we can’t recreate the cultures and 
the ear that heard it,” Eric said. “There’s 
enormous room for growth in the use of 
period instruments and early techniques 
in Kalamazoo. I have found that once an 
audience is exposed to this sound, they 
are intrigued by the whole thing and often 
find it very moving.”

What Eric knows about Bach is not 
born just through research, but through 
actual practice and direct experience 
of playing Bach’s works with a variety 

Eric Strand, his father, Dr. James Strand, and his son, 
Carsten Strand, attend the Royal School of Church Music in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., every summer to continue improving their 
singing.
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NDER THE DIRECTION of Eric 
Strand, Early Music Michigan 
is entering its 14th year with 

another exciting season spent exploring 
the many facets of period music, includ-
ing a weekend-long celebration of Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s 325th birthday in March.  

Established in 1996 as Michigan 
Bach Collegium, the group changed 
its name in 2008 in order to make the 
mission “more clear to the public,” 
said Eric Strand, EMM artistic direc-
tor.  EMM is a self-governing non-
profit organization with a mission to 
educate the public about the music of 
the Medieval, Renaissance and Ba-
roque eras in as historically accurate 
a way as possible. The group does this 
through a variety of formats, including 
performances, lectures, educational 
workshops, multimedia presentations, 
theatrical productions and even by 
Madrigal dinners, which feature both 
period food and entertainment.

The principle ensemble is a group 
of 24 singers, the EMM Voices, whose 
performances are occasionally augment-
ed by the EMM Orchestra, a changing 
group of professional musicians on 
early period instruments. One of EMM’s 

future goals, said Eric, is to continue to 
employ more and more period instru-
ments, such as the viola di gamba, The-
orbo, and Baroque violin, for example, 
into the performances.

EMM’s 2009–2010 season, al-
ready under way, includes events that 
celebrate Bach’s 325th birthday, with 
the program “Bach: The Cappelmeis-
ter,” featuring many of Bach’s sacred 
cantatas at 8 p.m. on Friday, March 20, 
at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church and “Bach: 
The Organist”  at 4 
p.m. Saturday, March 
21, featuring some of 
Bach’s preludes and 
fugues, as well as an 
early period partita.

In conjunction 
with the Western 
Michigan University 
Medieval Congress 
and Western Michigan 
Collegium Musicum 
directed by Dr. Matt 
Steel, EMM will 
dedicate a concert 
to King Alphonso X 
(1221-1284), who is 

known as a devoted patron of the arts 
and sciences. This program, which takes 
place at 8 p.m. on May 15 at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, showcases music 
from the Medieval period.

Tickets for EMM performances are 
available through the Epic Center Box 
Office and the Miller Auditorium Box 
Office. You can also purchase tickets on 
location before the performance or from 
EMM members. 

Prior to every concert, Eric puts the chorus through a warm-up drill.
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of instruments in a variety of venues. 
But the details of Bach’s life continue to 
intrigue him.

Eric knows that Bach once ate two 
discarded fish heads after experiencing 
extreme hunger, and miraculously found 
a gold ducat in each. He knows that Bach 
imbedded strains of hymns in some of his 
greatest works. 

He also knows that the sole purpose 
of J.S. Bach, through all the triumphs and 
tragedies of his life, was to glorify God 
in his music, even though he was often 
accused of the contrary.

In March, EMM will celebrate 
Bach’s 325th birthday with a weekend of 
concerts. On March 20th, they will be 
performing the sacred cantata that Eric’s 
father played just before he was born, 
“Actus Tragicus,” or “God’s Time is Best,” 
only with a twist. “We will be using the 
current, but controversial practice of 
one voice to a part,” Eric said. “It gives 

it a transparency and etched quality. It 
doesn’t muddy the vocal line.”

This musical idea, like other Early 
Music practices, can generate some heated 
debate both among musical scholars and 
performing musicians.

As much as musicians can aspire 
to recreate Early Music, they can never 
really know if their performances actually 
match the original intention of the com-

poser. Eric calls this dilemma “the futility 
of authenticity.” 

Eric explains that many people think 
trying to play period music as it was 
originally played is ridiculous. “But ex-
ploring this still challenges our (musical) 
assumptions. We’re trying to approach 
Bach from where he was, instead of look-
ing back and seeing him, which is, of 
course, impossible to do.” 

Four-year-old twins Jon and Eric Strand (right) sing carols together in 1968.
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Talk to us. 
 (269) 345-0273 

Adult Day Services at 
Oakland Centre 
 

Helping the community  
treasure its elders. 
 
When you need help caring for a 
loved one, turn to the compassionate 
experts at Oakland Centre. You’ll 
find a welcoming environment filled 
with life, a place of friendship and 
healing, a place that immediately 
feels like home.  
 

www.oaklandcentre.org 

     Call us. 
     (269) 373-3200 
 

 

Marcelline Gougler, a 24-year-old student and associate of Alphonso 
Iannelli, won the $500 first prize that set in motion the demise of the 
McColl Memorial Fountain, completed in 1927 but found to be unattractive 
to many local residents. Gougler’s 
design was never used, however, 
because, according to some accounts, 
it would not work with the existing 
lights and fountain. Iannelli was 
called in to consult, was eventually 
hired, and ended up creating an 
entirely different design of his 
own, the Fountain of the Pioneers, 
a WPA project dedicated in June 
of 1940. Interestingly, his now-
controversial design was not fully executed: His plan had called for a glass 
and metal panel to be connected to the pioneer, symbolizing industrial 
growth. A 1975 Kalamazoo Gazette article quoted Iannelli in describing 
his design: “The Indian is shown in a posture of noble resistance, yet being 
absorbed as the white man advances.”

Information provided by Beth Timmerman, Kalamazoo Public Library local 
history specialist in the Information and Readers Services Department.

Answer!

A look at Kalamazoo

(question on p. 10)

This first-place design (shown above) was 
to have replaced the original Bronson Park 
McColl Memorial Fountain.

Acoustic Blues — Catfish Johnny & Zort 
play diverse, original musical styles as they 
were played in the old days. Feb. 21, 1 p.m.
Poetry Artifactory VI — Local poets will 
read poems on local people and events. Cu-
rator of Research Tom Dietz shares insights 
into their history. Feb. 28, 1:30 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555

Super Science Saturday — Activities for 
kids and families, geared to upper elemen-
tary and middle school students. Feb. 27.

Nature

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-9211

Wind Power — The presenters are to be 
announced. Feb. 22, 7:30 p.m. People’s 
Church, 1758 N. 10th St.

Kellogg Biological Station
671-2510

Birds & Beans — Join a bird walk fol-
lowed by coffee and discussion. Birders of 
all skill levels are welcome. Kellogg Bird 
Sanctuary, 12685 East C Ave., Augusta. 
Feb. 10, 8:30–10 a.m. 

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Groundhog 101 — Celebrate Groundhog 
Day and learn about large Michigan ro-
dents through activities and games on the 
trail. Hike is for all ages. Feb. 7, 2–3 p.m.
Owl Prowl — Explore the woods after 
dark and listen for activity; dress to be 
warm. Feb. 11, 6–7:30 p.m.
Boomers & Beyond — Outdoor, interac-
tive program for adults ages 55 and up, 
including tree identification — without 
their leaves. Includes a hike; please bring a 
lunch. Feb. 23, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.
Creature Feature — Staff and volunteers 
will answer questions about KNC critters 
(seen up close). Feb. 27, 12–1 p.m.

(continued from page 29)
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

(269) 387-2300   |   (800) 228-9858
www.MILLERAUDITORIUM.com

Founded in 1952 by Amalia Hernández, Ballet Folklórico de 
México sets itself apart by combining their artists’ talents with 
the traditional music, elaborate dance and ornate costumes 
of Mexican culture. The result is a stunning performance 
that disseminates the rich tradition and folklore of Mexico 
throughout the world. Today, having performed more than 
5,000 performances, Ballet Folklórico de México has been 
distinguished with over 200 awards recognizing their artistic 
merits. “A fast-paced, entertaining show that can make viewers 
want to rush right off to Mexico.” — The New York Times

What happens in Vegas… all started with The Rat Pack. This 
spirited show recreates one of the famous “Summit at the 
Sands” nights when a swingin’, ring-a-ding group known 
as “The Rat Pack” was creating hipster legend with a free-
wheeling, no-holds-barred nightclub act starring Vegas’ four 
favorite sons: Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis, Jr., Dean Martin 
and Joey Bishop.

Produced by Dick Feeney, THE RAT PACK IS BACK features 
uncanny vocal recreations, unbridled humor, and a hot, live 
12-piece orchestra that sends audiences straight back to the 
coolest time in history. Hits include “That’s Amore,” “My Way,” 
“Mr. Bojangles,” and many more.

SUNDAY, MAR. 7  @  3 P.M. FRI. & SAT., MAR. 19 & 20  @  8 P.M.




