
$4 • February 2011
www.encorekalamazoo.com

$4 • February 2011
www.encorekalamazoo.com

Savoring the
       Candy of Life



Today is the first day of the rest  
of your financial life.
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Financial Security from Generation to Generation

From a wealth management perspec-

tive, every decision you’ve made up to 

now (the good ones and not so good 

ones) has a bearing on your current  

financial picture. It’s tempting to look 

back, of course, but far wiser to  

look ahead. At Greenleaf Trust, while  

history is an instructive guide, we  

manage the present and invest for the 

future. Our clients understand that 

long-term wealth management isn’t 

simply ROI on any one investment; 

rather, it’s the preservation and growth 

of total capital over the long and often 

perilous haul. Perhaps that’s why so 

many successful companies, families 

and individuals stay with us from  

generation to generation. They have a 

future, and they want it to be good.  

Today is first day of the rest of your  

financial life. Call us and we’ll help 

you make the most of it.
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They Could have gone anywhere.
These CardioThoraCiC surgeons

Chose Bronson.
drs. delucia and halpin chose Bronson for a reason. as cardiothoracic 
surgeons, they know Bronson has a national reputation for cardiac 
excellence and is Kalamazoo’s most preferred hospital for heart treatment. 
They also know that Bronson has been recognized as a Top 100 hospital 
and is five-star rated for the treatment of heart failure by healthgrades®.  
These experts join Bronson’s comprehensive program for cardiology, 
interventional cardiology, and heart and chest surgery.

at Bronson, everything we do is about getting better. about doing 
the right thing. about bringing you the best possible care. That’s 
Bronson Positivity. and that’s how we create a remarkably better patient 
experience. To learn more about heart or chest surgery at Bronson, visit 
bronsonhealth.com/heart.
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SEE, TASTE & TOUCH
THE POSSIBILITIES WITH THE

SCHOLTEN DIFFERENCE

Call Dan to learn how 
you can experience 
luxury living at an 
affordable price.

Visit our Showroom
1728 S. Westnedge Ave.

(269) 345-1166
scholtenkitchenandbath.com

ConCrete is harder than cement. If you don’t believe me then 
try mixing pure cement with water and see what you get — not a 
very useable product. And yet, there can be no concrete without 

cement. Cement is only the binder that holds 
the aggregate material (usually sand and 
gravel) together, thus creating concrete. It is 
the combination of ingredients that creates the 
optimum end result.

Life is like concrete in so many ways. If 
all we have is our cement holding us together, 
without ever adding any aggregate, we don’t 
become as strong and complete as we could 
be. Just as in the construction industry, life’s 

aggregates may come in many forms. Our story subjects are good 
examples of that.

Buddy Hannah grew up poor in the segregated South where 
he got his cement from his life on a farm with his grandparents. He 
was raised, as he says, “the old-fashioned way.” He grew up, moved 
to Kalamazoo, went to college, got a steady job — and life has been 
just fine. But cement was not enough for him. He needed to find his 
aggregates to be a stronger man and live a more meaningful life. 
The additives in his life are many — actor, poet, commentator, disc 
jockey, newspaper columnist, and radio talk-show host. Combining 
all of these with his strong upbringing has made Hannah much 
more of a concrete man than he might have been if he, instead, had 
chosen to simply relax in an easy chair after a hard day’s work.

Our long-time writer, Robert Weir, has been providing us 
with a glimpse of his recent journey alone through numerous other 

countries; what an amazing way to add strength to one’s character. His 
personal life journey also includes many other activities, including 
writing scripts for Kalamazoo’s All Ears Theater, authoring several books, 
and penning numerous articles for Encore and other publications. His 
writing continually reflects the adventure he seeks at every turn.

For Tom Evans, Bonney Rhodes or Maria Brennan, cement, for 
them, too, has not been enough. They all have found the right additives 
to make their lives concrete. Tom Evans’ life is full of music, not just 
performing but also teaching and conducting. And the conducting 
includes leading the Kalamazoo Concert Band, an activity well beyond 
his responsibilities at Kalamazoo College, but one he cherishes, and one 
that helps fill his life. Bonny Rhodes purports to love his simple life in 
his small, downtown apartment — there is no computer or cell phone 
for him. What makes his life so concrete is his time spent creating 
and fashioning a continual repertoire of amazing, historically accurate 
women’s fashions that keep alive for all of us the elegance of times gone 
by. And Maria Brennan started baking for family health reasons, only 
to find her aggregate, her passion — and that passion has led her to a 
thriving bakery business that has rewarded her with a fuller life.

The aggregates are different for each of us, but life without 
additives is like cement without sand or gravel — pretty dull and 
not very useful. Perhaps it’s a question we all ponder at some time or 
another: “Have we found the sand and gravel that adds the strength to 
our own lives?” 
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The Baltimore 
Sun declared 
Tracy Kidder  
a “master of the 
nonfiction nar-
rative.” Kidder, 
winner of the  
Pulitzer Prize 
and author of 

numerous bestsellers, will talk about 
what inspires him, how he works, why 
he writes, and future projects. He will 
sign his books after the event.

Thursday, March 10 
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Chenery Auditorium 
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Open seating, no ticket required. Doors open at 6 pm.
Books available for purchase at event.
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POSITIvE OuTLOOK. Contentment. Gratitude. Giving 
back and paying it forward. Buddy Hannah seems to have 

all the keys to happiness, and he uses every opportunity 
he can to share these keys. In fact, opportunity has been another 
key to happiness in his life and seems to be his watchword.

Probably best known in Kalamazoo as a radio host and poet, 
Buddy has also been a newspaper columnist, an actor/playwright, a 
community leader, a basketball coach, and more. Despite his many 
accomplishments, which could not have been achieved without 
talent, he modestly chalks up just about everything he’s done to 
opportunity — to being in the right place at the right time and be-
ing prepared. 

“I tell young people, always try to be prepared to take 
advantage of an opportunity when it comes along because you 
never know,” he says. He does admit that hard work is also key to 
success. “Whatever you’re doing, whether you get paid or not, you 
need to do a good job. I was taught to do a good job, whatever I 
did. Maybe that’s why some of these opportunities came my way, 
because I was doing something right, I hope.”

Although Buddy is happy with his life and grateful for every 
experience he’s had, his life hasn’t always been easy. He was born 
in Miami, and when he was 10 years old, his mother died, one 
week after giving birth to her second son. Because their father 
was unable to take care of the two boys on his own, they were 
sent to be raised by their grandparents on a farm in Georgia, “the 
old-fashioned way,” he says.

It was the ’50s and ’60s, and he went to an all-black school 
and had to deal with all the discrimination of the Jim Crow 
South. On top of that, farm work was hard. 

Though he didn’t realize it at the time, Buddy had a good life 
on the farm. They were poor but not hungry because they grew 

their own food. And, he says, “My grandmother taught me a lot of 
things. I was fortunate enough to be raised by her. That was prob-
ably one of the best things that happened to me.”

Consequently, he is thankful for what he learned during that 
time. “You go through life and experience different things, and 
a lot of those experiences help you to become who you become 
later on in life.” For example, farm life gave him the strong work 
ethic he still has today. “When I got into the workforce, hard 
work didn’t bother me because I had already been exposed to 
hard work. Nothing can be as hard as picking cotton!” he says 
laughing.

After graduating from high school, Buddy escaped the farm 
and returned to Miami to live with his father and resume his old 
life. He says he thought, “I’m going to go back to where I was 
used to, and all my friends are going to be there,” but he had been 
away for seven years, and his friends had all moved on. “That life 
wasn’t what I thought it was going to be.”

He moved to Kalamazoo with the intention of attending 
Western Michigan university (WMu), although he says he was 
mainly “just wandering.” He didn’t go to school right away, how-
ever. First, he met, and soon after married, his wife, and then he 
was drafted into the vietnam War.

He came home from the war uninjured but not unchanged. 
Though he was awarded a Silver Star and Bronze Star for valor, 
he doesn’t talk about his experiences except in terms of what he 
took away from them. “It’s hard for people sometimes to under-
stand how a war can have a positive impact, but it did because 
it changes you,” he says. Though only 21 when he went to war, 
Buddy was forced to grow up while he was there. Most important, 
he says, “Being in vietnam taught me the value of life and how 
easily life can be lost,” he says.

When OppOrtunity KnOcKs …

FrOm a childhOOd 

OF pOverty in the 

Jim crOW sOuth, 

Buddy hannah 

learned yOung  

tO taKe advantage 

OF Whatever came 

his Way.

Buddy Hannah is live on the air with 
his weekly radio program, “Talk it Up,” 

that airs on AM 1560, The Touch.
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“I was just thankful that I was able 
to have that experience and come back 
alive. I’m a strong believer that everything 
happens to you for a reason, so by me not 
getting killed … then that was a reason 
for me to come back and try to do some-
thing good.”

Back in Kalamazoo, he studied 
communications at Kalamazoo valley 
Community College (KvCC) and WMu. 
Eventually he would work in publish-
ing and broadcasting, but first he took a 
job at The upjohn Company, where he 
worked for 35 years, retiring from Pfizer 
in 2007. Though that job was never a 
passion, it afforded him and his family 
financial security, for which he’s grate-
ful. Also, Buddy says, “I was fortunate 
enough to have supervisors and man-
agers who appreciated my community 
involvement, so they always worked with 
me and allowed me to adjust my sched-

ule so I could do these other things.” 

O
ne of the first opportunities that came his way was 
to fulfill a high school dream: He had met a radio 
disc jockey, and he says of that encounter, “I thought 

he was the coolest guy I ever met, so I said, ‘Man, that’s what I 
want to do.’ ”

Some upjohn co-workers, planning a goodbye party for 
one of their friends, were talking about having a DJ, and Buddy 
volunteered “ … because I had been practicing at home — my 
wife thought I was crazy.” The party was held at Mr. President’s 
nightclub in downtown Kalamazoo, and at the end of the eve-
ning, the club owner asked him if he’d be interested in a regular 
gig spinning records during band breaks on the weekends.

“I just happened to be in the right place at the right time,” he 
says, because live bands were on the way out and being replaced 
by disco. He was soon asked to DJ full-time every weekend, 
which he continued to do for eight or nine years.

Meanwhile, Buddy had been writing poetry all along. He 
says, “That was my love; that was what I felt good about.” He had 
started writing down his thoughts in vietnam, but didn’t really 
do anything with them until a few people started encouraging 
him. A creative writing instructor at Kalamazoo valley Commu-
nity College (KvCC) suggested he enter his writing in a contest, 
which he did — and he was a finalist. Gail Sydnor, one of the 
founders of the Black Arts and Cultural Center (BACC), and local 
poet and teacher Elizabeth Kerlikowske also prodded him to 
pursue his writing more seriously. “They told me, ‘Do you want 
to just write poetry or do you want to be a poet?’ ” he says. To be a 
real poet, they said, he had to share his work and give readings. 

He adds, “Elizabeth was very instrumental, giving me 
opportunities to read at KvCC when she was there and then 
over at Kellogg Community College. She got me on the road to 
writing poetry.”

The BACC also helped Buddy hone his writing skills. “The 
BACC has always been my heart, because that’s where I got my 
start,” he says. “It gave me the outlet to be around other artists, 
and I saw how they approached their craft. And even though they 
(were) doing something entirely different than I was doing, I saw 
how they approached it, I saw how they dedicated themselves to 
working hard to do what they do.”

He dedicated himself to writing and now has six collec-
tions of his poetry and a collection of social commentaries, all of 
which he self-published. A second book of commentaries is in 
the works. By being able to self-publish, he says, “I’ve truly been 
blessed in the sense that I’ve been able to write what I wanted 
to write without having to compromise my writing.” He credits 
having a full-time job for giving him the financial security to self-
publish, and he counts it as a success that he’s been able to make 
back the money he spent to publish each book.

Buddy also consults with new poets about self-publishing. 
“I was fortunate to have somebody help me, so I felt like I should 
help other people,” he says. This includes advising passionate 
young poets to have realistic expectations about the limited mon-
ey-making prospects in poetry. To make money writing, he says, 
“You need to do some other things. If you want to be involved in 
writing, then do the poetry, but maybe work for a newspaper, as a 
freelance writer, write plays, write essays.”

Other forms of writing have also been fulfilling for Buddy. 
He got his first chance to try journalism in the mid-’90s, editing 
and writing for a local paper called The Other Side. He later was 

When OppOrtunity KnOcKs …

Prior to a recent broadcast, Buddy Hannah meets 
with attorney James L. Liggins to prepare for 
their upcoming interview about the recently 

founded Charles A. Pratt Bar Association.

By Kit almy
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What government
building is patrolled
by guards who have
an eagle feather
in their headgear?

(Answer on page 46)

hannah

asked by Earlene McMichael to write an 
opinion column in the CityLife section 
of the Kalamazoo Gazette, which he did 
for over four years. He currently writes a 
column for the online African-American 
newspaper, Community voices (http://
comvoicesonline.com).

Though he once had a dream to be 
an investigative reporter, Buddy is happy 
with his involvement in the newspaper 
business. “People enjoy reading my 
columns; they tell me good things about 
it. … Any time you can do something 
and people tell you that they liked it or 
it moved them or inspired them, then I 
think you should be happy — you did a 
good job,” he says.

Imparting his opinions is also some-
thing he’s done over the airwaves for the 
past 15 years, with a radio show called 
“Talk it up” on The Touch (95.5 FM and 
1560 AM). This opportunity came knock-
ing when Gene Bowen, one of the found-
ers of the station, came to Buddy with an 
idea of doing a short “Paul Harvey-type” 
social commentary. He says, “Mainly it’s 
my take on different social issues in and 
outside of the African-American commu-
nity.” The segment airs at 11:50 a.m. on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.

As in his newspaper columns, Buddy 
uses his radio commentary to share his 
positive life philosophy. “I try to point 
out to people the fact of the matter is 
that with all the things going on around 
us — political, racial, all the things we 
deal with — the bottom line is we’re all 
human beings, we’re all down here on 

this earth, and when we die, we’re done, 
no matter who you are ... life is short. If 
you spend all your time worrying and 
complaining and being negative, you’re 
not going to enjoy life,” he says.

After the success of the commentar-
ies, Troy Robertson, current program di-
rector at “The Touch,” approached Buddy 
about doing a live talk show “based on 
the same thing, but now we were able to 
expand to where we talk about all kinds 
of issues; we do all kinds of interviews,” 
he says. 

The purpose of the live show, which 
airs Saturdays from 4 to 6 p.m., is to 
motivate, inspire, inform, and enter-
tain. “That’s what the program is aimed 
at — giving people the opportunity to pass 
along information, being a voice for the 

voiceless,” he says. Guests have included 
city and school officials, local poets, and 
“regular people” in the community — any-
one with a positive message to share. 

Buddy himself is an active volunteer 
in the community. He credits Gail Sydnor 
with getting him involved in community 
work, and he has been involved with the 
Black Arts and Cultural Center since its 
beginnings. He served on the organiza-
tion’s board and was board president 

In the late 1980s Buddy Hannah played Malcolm X in the Black Arts and Cultural Center’s production 
of “The Meeting.” Shown here with Hannah (left) are Cove Verdy Green who played the bodyguard and 
Sid Ellis (right) in the role of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

A young Buddy Hannah proudly served his 
country in the U.S. Army from 1968–1970, 
including a tour in Vietnam.
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when Sydnor moved away, so he was 
asked to become the executive director. 
“Another opportunity,” he points out. 
“The right place at the right time.”

It was also through the BACC that 
Buddy got into theater. When few 
people showed up to audition for a 

play, he reluctantly agreed to read for 
the director, Linda Tanksley. As a result, 
she gave him his first taste of acting by 
casting him in the role of Malcolm X in 
the two-man play called “The Meeting” 
opposite Sid Ellis as Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. “Once I got into it I enjoyed it. 
Having been a DJ before that I was used 
to being in front of the public and speak-
ing and dealing with people, so that didn’t 
frighten me, and in fact I kind of loved 
being on stage,” he says. 

He soon met another thespian 
mentor, playwright and director Dr. von 
Washington, who gave Buddy numerous 
acting opportunities by casting him in 
plays Washington directed, or wrote and 
directed. Washington also encouraged 
him to try playwriting. Buddy has since 
had a one-act play produced by the BACC 
and another at the vandalia black heritage 
celebration in the mid-’90s.

Most of Buddy’s community work 
has been in the arts — primarily giving 
readings and writing workshops at area 
schools and colleges — because that’s 
where his talents lie. “You find the things 
that you can make a contribution to, and 
by using the talents that you have, that’s 
where you make your contribution.” 

Buddy currently serves on the boards 
of the Eastside Neighborhood Associa-
tion, the Community Development Act 
Advisory Committee (CDAAC) for the 
City of Kalamazoo, and the Living Well 
Fitness Center. 

Fitness is something he strongly 
believes in, as shown by another of his ex-
tracurricular activities: coaching basket-
ball. He didn’t even learn the game until 
he was 25, and he says, “My knowledge of 
basketball was far greater than my skill.” 
He was more suited to coaching, so when 
his friend Earl McNeal became the first 
African-American basketball coach at 
Nazareth College, he asked Buddy to be 
his assistant. When McNeal left two years 
later, Buddy was offered the position of 
head coach. 

He also spent about 10 years coach-
ing the youth basketball league at the 
Douglass Community Association, 
including coaching midnight basketball. 
Today he sees coming up to him grown 
men whom he coached when they were 
younger. “I made some kind of impression 
on them in a positive way, and it wasn’t all 

about basketball. … I tried to give them a 
little bit more than basketball, give them 
something about life,” he says.

Buddy’s contributions to the commu-
nity have also been recognized officially 
in the form of several awards, a few of 
which include the 2010 Tony Griffin 
Golden Word Award, the Irving S. Gil-
more Community Medal of Arts Award, 
the BACC Outstanding volunteer Award, 
and the YMCA Black Achiever Award.

He’s especially honored by the recent 
Golden Word Award, which comes from 
his peers, but in general he refuses to take 
full credit for his accomplishments. “The 
things that I’ve done and accomplished 
(weren’t) just me by myself. I had to make 
the effort, but the other people provided 
the opportunity,” Buddy says. “I have 
tried as often as I can to thank some of 
those people while they’re living to let 
them know that you did have an impact 
on my life, you still have an impact on my 
life.”

Part of being thankful for these gifts 
is passing them on. “I’m a strong believer 
that when good things happen to you, you 
should share those good things and do 
good things for others,” he says.

 “I just try to give what I can give and 
hope that it affects somebody in a positive 
way, and especially young people. We talk 
so much about the fact that young people 
are our future. Well, we are their present, 
so what we give them now is preparing 
them for the future. They’re only as good 
as what they’re being given, and if we 
as adults are not giving them the right 
things, the things to prepare them, then 
we’re failing them,” he says.

Buddy and his wife have been  

hannah
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married 43 years and have a son, a daugh-
ter, and two granddaughters. Beyond that, 
though, Buddy’s personal life is not a topic 
for conversation, because so much of his 
life is in the public eye. “I never talk about 
my family in my public life,” he says. “I 
learned a long time ago when I got into 
the radio; keep your private life private.” 

He says, “I can truly say that I’m 
happy with my life.” There are certainly 
things he would do differently, if he 
could, but overall he’s content. “I’ve done 
a lot of things that I enjoy that I hope help 
people, so therefore it’s been a fulfilling 
life. I hope I still have some more time, 
but just in case I don’t, I’m happy with my 

life, I’m happy with who I am.”
This is not to say he’s done trying 

new things. Buddy is still open to op-
portunities if they come along, and in true 
commentator mode he says, “You never 
stop learning, you never stop giving, and 
you never stop being thankful. That’s the 
way it goes.” 

Don’t Forget This Poem

This poem is for my people
For those who died for a cause 
For those who died just because the color of their skin happened to be black
This poem is for my people
For those who saw a need to march and marched in places like
Little Rock, Selma, Birmingham, Memphis, Albany
For those who march without fear of police dogs and the pressure from the fire hoses
This poem is for my people 
For those who were uneducated but knew the value of an education and fought for their children to be educated
For those who had less but did more
For those who knew that there was a better life and fought to have a better life
This poem is for my people
For those who had to use the side door
The back door
Anything but the front door
But they fought to open doors for all of us
For those who were told to move to the back
For those who were told we don’t serve colored folks here
For those who didn’t like what they were told and refused to take no for an answer
This poem is for my people
For those who sought freedom at any cost
Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers, the Freedom Riders, Dr. King, and many whose names we may never know
For old ladies with sore backs and sore knees from scrubbing floors in homes they could only dream of owning
But got up off their knees and carried themselves with dignity and pride
For old men who had to answer to boy, uncle or any other name but their names
But they answered the call to fight for freedom when they were called to do so
For the mothers and daughters who were raped of the body but not of the mind
For the fathers and sons who were beaten but not broken in spirit
This poem is for my people
For those who although not treated with respect by others
Carried themselves in a respectful manner
For those who made a way out of no way and paved the way for future generations
For those who gave until there was nothing more to give except their lives and they gave that without hesitation
Yes this poem is for my people
For those who came before us
For those of us who are here today
But this poem is especially for those of us who have forgotten the price that was paid for our freedom

By Buddy Hannah

Buddy lived in this house with his grandparents and 
brother from 1957–1965. This photo was taken during 
a visit in 1994.
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WOMAN NEAR THE AIRLINE boarding gate in Dus-
seldorf, Germany, pointed to two men and said, “Talk 

to them.” She gestured toward the bag I was carry-
ing emblazoned with an image of tall ship Royal 

Clipper, the vessel I had sailed across the Atlantic 
three weeks earlier. “They’re sailors, too.”

The men were Klaus and Tom, volunteer crew for the 
German tall ship Alexander von Humboldt. During our 
layover in Nuremberg, we met 11 more sailors for that 
vessel. They, like I, were destined for volos, Greece, and

     the start of the Historical Seas Tall Ships Regatta. 
          The volos airport was primitive. The terminal,
  a single Quonset hut too small to hold all passengers 

from a single flight, had a baggage claim conveyor so
short that only a dozen people could stand next to it.
With the line waiting to enter on the runway side, those
who had passed through the single exit to the parking lot, 
and those squeezed inside, we simulated grains of sand

in a horizontal hourglass. 
Once through, we boarded a bus for the 

40-minute ride into volos, stopping once to 
avoid crossing the landing path of three F-16 
fighter jets.

volos, itself, is a beautiful seaside 
resort nestled between the Aegean Sea and 
inland mountains, idyllic for both sailing 
and skiing. 

I stowed my gear aboard Kaliakra,
the three-masted barquentine I would sail 
in the regatta. My berth was in a seven-
foot by seven-foot cabin with that of 
Tony, the cook. 

Topside, I heard drums, bagpipes, and 
glockenspiels. Playing “Jingle Bells”? In 
May? The musicians were sailors from two 
larger vessels in the regatta: Shabab Oman 
from Oman and Dewaruci from Indonesia. 

A young man handed me a blue 
T-shirt with the regatta emblem and said 
it was parade time. We hustled to the 
staging area and then joined officers and 
crew from 21 ships, representing 15 na-

tions. For the next hour, we walked and 
performed team-building antics in front of thousands of 
viewers along volos’ main shoreline artery. 

Ships in the Historical Seas Tall Ships Regatta included, among others, Dar 
Mlodziezy from Poland, Alexander von Humboldt from Germany, and Tenacious 
from the United Kingdom. They are seen here off the coast of Greece.
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The young man who had given me 
the shirt was Stanislav Koludov, Ka-
liakra’s captain. He was 32, and this was 
his first captaincy. His previous assign-
ment had been as the ship’s first mate, 
responsible for all on-deck crew activi-
ties — and he still loved to lead from the 
deck, pulling lines and tweaking sails 
with the crew. 

Most of the sailors were cadets, ages 
18 to 22, who had signed a contract with 
Bulgarian maritime companies to work 
for six years in exchange for four years of 
college education, a good barter. Many of 
the cadets had never been at sea before, 
yet they would soon climb aloft to furl 
sails many meters above the deck. 

Captain Koludov was an excellent 
teacher. “The first rule is to never push,” 
he said. “We are a racing ship. We do our 
best but do not endanger people. When 
they have basic skills, we step them up 
to do more complicated things, and it 
becomes quite exciting.”

Kaliakra, at a length of 171 feet and 
a beam of 26 feet, was built to be a sail 
training vessel, as were most ships in 
the regatta. “It’s acknowledged world-
wide that it’s better for future officers to 
get their first voyages on a sailing ship 
where they are entirely dependent on 
the elements: wind and water,” Captain 
Koludov explained. “The cadets learn to 
rely on each other and to follow orders. 
These are the basic skills needed to be a 
sailor for every ship.”

Our embarkation from volos 
was rife with pageantry as the 
fleet motored out of the harbor, 

raised sails, and passed thousands of 
people waving and cheering ashore. We 
were accompanied by dozens of pleasure 
craft, fishing vessels, and more than 50 
rowers, modern Argonauts, aboard a 

replica of Jason’s mythological Argos.
Kaliakra was the first vessel to cross 

the start line for the volos-to-Istanbul leg 
of the regatta, an excellent start. With the 
sails trimmed, the crew celebrated on the 
mizzen deck with a group photo. The view 
astern was of our competitors, also under 
full sail, falling away in the distance. 

We raced for two days and nights 
until reaching the Dardanelles, the 50-
mile strait that runs through European 
Turkey and Asian Turkey and connects 
the Aegean and Black seas. For another 
two days, we anchored with dozens 
of other vessels of various sizes and 
purposes close to Istanbul. Then, we 
convoyed through the Bosporus, accom-
panied by several government security 
vessels and a helicopter. The next day, 
we set sail again for the Istanbul-to-var-
na leg of the race, being the second ship 
across the starting line and arriving at 
our destination three days later. 

The atmosphere aboard Kaliakra 
was a pleasant blend of camaraderie 
and reverie. 
All of us, the 
Bulgarian 
crew and guest 
passengers 
from Greece 
and the united 
States, stood 
watch twice a 
day: mine was 
noon to 4 p.m. 
and midnight 
to 4 a.m. The 
cadets spoke 
only Bulgar-
ian, but with 

eye contact, hand signals, and a few key 
words, I learned to pull lines in sync 
with them. 

Only four of the Greeks spoke Eng-
lish well. When I attempted to tell a joke, 
the punch line got lost in the translation, 
and nobody laughed. 

Nikos, a Greek in his 40s who was 
vitally interested in politics, commerce, 
and international relations, spoke of his 
country’s military regime of the 1960s 
and ’70s and the populace’s radical shift 
from being oppressed then to, now, hav-
ing “excessive individual freedoms that 
endanger freedom for everyone.” He said 
that politicians skim “black millions” 
from public coffers to increase their 
personal wealth. And of the European 
union’s 110-billion-euro bailout of 
Greece a week before our departure, he 
said government officials were “idiots,” 
and then explained that that word  
comes from idiotiki zoi, which means 

The crew of the Kaliakra pull 
lines to secure the sails.

Sail training cadets from Russian tall ship Mir 
carry their national flag in a parade in Volos, 
Greece, prior to the start of the Historical 
Seas Tall Ships Regatta in May 2010.
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“politicians who look after their own 
business rather than the public good.” 

Early one morning, about 2 a.m., 
Kostas and Kostas, two Greeks in their 
60s whose cheeks and chins had become 
grizzled with the start of a beard, sang 
love ballads on the aft deck. The night 
was moonless, the sea dark, the wind 
light, and their basso voices dulcet. 

On a sunny afternoon, Martin 
(pronounced Mar-teen), a Bulgarian 
cadet from Sofia, 800 kilometers inland 
from the Black Sea, who had never been 
on a boat before, brought a book to me. 
The book consisted of diagrams of our 
vessel’s various masts, sails, arms, lines, 
stays, and shrouds. Each was identi-
fied by both its Bulgarian name and its 
English name. Martin spoke minimal 
English, but for the next three hours, he 
and I explored the vessel, learning key 
sailing words in each other’s language. 

On one page, Martin noted the 
martingale. “Wot ees theeese?” We went 
forward and peered over the bow at the 
vertical wooden pole that extended from 
the middle of the bowsprit to a cable run-
ning from the fore end of the bowsprit to 
the prow. I explained that its purpose was 
to hold tension on the cable. Martin said, 
“Eet ees my name.” I told him the cable 
is called a bobstay and that “Bob” is the 
short form of my name. “Ooh, I really like 
that,” he replied with a broad smile. 

Moments like that made it hard to 
say good-bye to these young sailors after 
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being at sea with them for 14 days, but 
the next part of my journey was at hand. 

I stayed in varna for 10 days, luxu-
riating in a resort at ridiculously low 
off-season rates, watching a huge student 
parade to honor saints Cyril and Metho-
dius who created the Cyrillic alphabet, 
touring museums and waterfront parks, 
visiting a third-century cliff monastery, 
and fending off taxi drivers who insisted 
I needed a ride even if I were walking a 
short distance. 

I also learned, much to my surprise, 
that, because I was an American in situ, I 
could not buy a Eurorail pass. So I spent 
several days attempting to book an air-
line reservation out of the country. That 
process was hampered by Bulgaria Air’s 
computer system that refused American 
credit cards, inconvenient telephone 
communications, and booking agents 
(when I finally reached them) who told 
me to simply bring enough cash and 
buy my ticket at the airport gate. upon 
learning I could not fly out of varna, I 
bused to Sophia and enjoyed a one-day, 
whirlwind tour of government build-
ings, museums, churches, and historical 
monuments. Fortunately, only two days 
before my flight, an airline supervisor 
said the computer system was fixed and 
sold me a ticket for a reasonable fare. 

With a sigh of relief, I flew to Germa-
ny, a country I had not planned to visit. 

These young people symbolize the international 
flavor of the Regatta that featured competition 
by sail training cadets, men and women, aboard 
21 vessels from 15 nations.
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HEN ASKED HOW he knew he wanted to make mu-
sic his career, Dr. Tom Evans, conductor of the Kal-

amazoo Concert Band, says, “It’s one of those clichéd 
lines … it wasn’t something I wanted to do; it was something I 
had to do. Every musician will tell you that it really is a calling 
… it’s something I think that happens organically, systemati-
cally, something that happens in the interior of the soul and 
mind and psyche that really molds a musician.” He adds with a 
grin: “It’s just kind of California.” 

Indeed, an old friend and fellow third-grade classmate recent-
ly reminded him that when their teacher asked the class to draw 
a picture to vivaldi’s “Four Seasons,” Evans asked her if he could 
conduct to it instead. She conceded, and his friend remembers him 
“conducting” the music while everyone else drew pictures.

He also recalls what it felt like to listen to a live profession-
al ensemble for the first time as a teenager: It was the Pittsburgh 
Symphony playing Brahms. “I had an OMG experience … I 
said ‘wow,’ this is what a live orchestra sounds like, because 
I remember hearing it on vinyl … on a really, really pathetic 
sound system … and to hear the music realized in real time on 
real instruments was an amazing experience.” 

Evans, who now conducts the Kalamazoo Concert Band 

and is the director of bands and a professor of music at Kal-
amazoo College, grew up in rural western Pennsylvania where 
he helped his neighbors as a farm hand. His childhood music 
experiences were limited to playing in school bands and a short 
stint in high school with a jazz/rock band styled after the music 
groups Chicago and Blood, Sweat and Tears.  

He never owned an instrument or had private music les-
sons until he was in college. He knew by his early teens, how-
ever, that the world of music was where he was headed. 

He says his father, a steel worker with a passion for classical 
music and an extensive classical record collection, taught him to 
love music. However, his call to be a musician was not encour-
aged by the elder Evans. His father saw a career in music as a road 
to poverty. “When I told him I was going into music, he said, 
‘Why do you want to do that? It’s a starving profession,’ ” says Ev-
ans. “It was a killer, so I had this self-doubt all through my life.”

Nevertheless, he followed his heart. Although neither of his 
parents attended college, he enrolled as a freshman at Edinboro 
State university in Pennsylvania. There he took a work-study job 
in the instrument storage room where he was able to use one of 
the trombones to practice. He soon became the best trombone 
player on campus and realized he needed a bigger challenge.  

“... it was something I had to do.” By Michele Sobota
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His sophomore year he transferred 
to the State university of New York at 
Fredonia where he received a degree 
in music education. For three years he 
worked as a high-school band director 
in Hamilton, N.Y. Wanting more, he 
returned to school, this time to Boston 
university for a master’s degree in trom-
bone performance and music educa-
tion. During the summers he worked at 
Tanglewood Music Center, a summer 
music academy in Lennox, Mass. There 
he enjoyed conversations with music 
legends Leonard Bernstein and Aaron 
Copeland. 

Following graduation, Tom spent a 
year as a freelance trombonist in Boston. 
“It was very adventurous,” he says. How-
ever, “It’s a real hand-to-mouth existence 
… there are some months you live well, 
and other months you worried if you 
could pay the rent … so it was hard.”

Knowing that he had a passion for 
teaching and wanted a family, he went 
on to became a high-school orchestra 
conductor in Monticello, N.Y. But once 
he was there he realized he wanted to 
move on to higher education. So he 
decided to move to Ann Arbor and earn 
a doctorate in trombone performance at 
the university of Michigan.

Acutely aware of the old 
saw in the music busi-
ness that: “Every hour 

you are not practicing some-
body else is,” he practiced eight 
hours a day. At that point in his 
life he says he was in the top 
one-half percent of the trom-
bone players in the country 
and the idea of being a profes-
sional musician beckoned. He 
ultimately decided, however, 
that he would find greater 
satisfaction teaching. 

Tom does not regret his 
decision. For eight years he 
taught at Alfred  
university in upstate New York 
and started a family. In 1995 
he was hired to teach music at 
Kalamazoo College.

Years before he had heard 
a fellow doctoral student at uni-
versity of Michigan from Portage 
speak highly of Kalamazoo College, “so 
it was on my radar,” he says. It turned out 
to be a great fit — while Kalamazoo isn’t a 
large, expansive city — it pulses with life. He 
felt like it was a place where he could make 
a difference.

Evans now conducts the Kalama-

zoo College Symphonic and Jazz Bands. 
He also teaches courses in jazz appreci-
ation and music education. One of them 
is essentially a beginning band course 
that he says has turned into the largest  
class on campus. “I don’t know why it’s 
such a big hit,” he says, laughing.

Tom Evans enjoys his time on the 
conductor’s podium in front of the Kal-

amazoo Concert Band.

The Kalamazoo Concert Band is a large and 
diverse group of musicians who take their music 
seriously, and work hard to ensure each concert 
is a high-quality performance.
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evans

The class is open to all students, 
regardless of music experience. What 
makes it work, he says, is that he divides 
it into thirds: a third with a strong music 
background, another third with some 
experience, and the final third, typically, 
can’t even read music. They come to the 
class armed only with a strong desire 
to play an instrument. Balanced instru-
mentation and tuning and phrasing work 
also help, says Evans.

Over the years this Kalamazoo Col-
lege course has grown from about 12 to 
more than a 100 students a term. “They 
love it … it’s fun and they’re learning,” 
says Evans. “And what could be better? I 
mean you’re not sitting in a classroom … 
you are playing the saxophone, you are 
playing the trombone … its active learn-
ing.” Progress is rapid: They go from 
playing “Hot Cross Buns” to playing 
legitimate middle-school band music. 
The verdict: “We sound good!” 

Evans also gets terrific results when 
he conducts experienced musicians. His 
jazz bands have toured overseas in Rus-
sia, Estonia, Finland, and Tunisia. Cit-
ies toured in the united States include 
Chicago; Washington, D.C.; Cincinnati; 
and Detroit. In 2004 he took a seven-
piece jazz combo from Kalamazoo 

College to Numazu, Japan, to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of the sister-city 
relationship between Kalamazoo  
and Numazu. 

In 2002 he was made the conductor 
of the Kalamazoo Concert Band (KCB), 
one of the oldest community bands in 
Michigan. It’s made up of more than  
100 southwest Michigan musicians  
and is celebrating its golden anniversary 
this year. 

Evans has two college-age children 

(twins) who are now pursuing music ca-
reers. His son plays bass trombone at the 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music and his 
daughter is a vocal performance major at 
Western Michigan university. 

His childhood dream of teaching 
and conducting music fulfilled, Evans 
continuously seems to marvel at his 
career as a music maker and teacher. 
“Seriously,” he says, “every day I wake 
up, and I’m so thankful for the path  
I’ve chosen.” 

The saxophone section during one of the band’s many practice sessions.
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MICHaeL FLaTLeY’S  
LoRD oF 
THe DanCe

Described by the New York Post 
as “fascinating, rewarding and 
above all, entertaining,” and 
by the Los Angeles Times as “a 
showpiece extravaganza,” Lord 
of the Dance is a mesmerizing 
blend of traditional and modern 

Celtic music and dance.  The story is based upon mythical 
Irish folklore as Don Dorcha, Lord of Darkness, challenges the 
ethereal lord of light, the Lord of the Dance. Battle lines are 
drawn, passions ignite and a love story fueled by the dramatic 
leaps and turns of dancers’ bodies begins to build against a 
backdrop of Celtic rhythm. The action is played out over 21 
scenes on a grand scale of precision dancing, dramatic music, 
colorful costumes and state-of-the-art staging and lighting.
 

Friday

Feb. 25 
8 p.m.

eILeen IveRS — 
beYonD THe 
bog RoaD 

An homage to the rich and 
tireless passage of the native 
Irish people, Eileen Ivers has 
created Beyond the Bog Road, 
an all-star assemblage of Irish 
and old time musicians, singers, 
champion step dancers and 
cloggers. Told through music, story, dance and an exquisite video 
design by this multimedia stage performance is the celebration 
of the Irish immigrant’s impact on America and America’s impact 
on the Irish immigrant. This is Eileen Ivers at her most expansive, 
a seminal work and a slice of Irish-American musical history told 
through Eileen’s signature passion and rootsy grace.

Sunday

MaR. 13 
3 p.m.

Miller February 11 Encore.indd   1 1/7/11   3:23 PM
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With over 20 years oF orChestraL PLayinG under his bow, 
David Peshlakai is discovering that even a seasoned cellist can 
learn new tricks.

This year for David that means discovering a new role, that 
of the “repetiteur,” a French word that literally means “to repeat 

or rehearse.” Musically the 
word has come to repre-
sent a skilled musician 
who stands in during 
rehearsals for an upcoming 
soloist.

During the current 
orchestral season, David, 
principal cellist of the 
Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra and member of 
the Burdick-Thorne String 
Quartet, has been called 
upon to serve as a repetit-
eur for several locally ap-

pearing solo cellists, including two with the Kalamazoo Junior 
Symphony and one for the well-publicized and anticipated 
appearance of Yo-Yo Ma in April with the KSO.

unlike performing typical solo, chamber or orchestral rep-
ertoire, filling in for other cellists poses unique challenges. As a 
cellist who already wears many hats, including teaching at both 
Hillsdale and Kalamazoo colleges, David is undaunted, though 
he admits, “It’s a little bit of fumbling in the dark.

“If I want to be a repetiteur and do it well, I have to take an 
extra step and find out what decisions the soloist makes. That 

means I have to change my interpretations,” said David, who for 
the KJSO learned the Prokofiev Sinfonia Concertante in a few 
short weeks, which is a piece he calls “freakishly difficult.”

“For Yo-Yo Ma’s pieces, Dvorak’s ‘Silent Woods’ and the ‘Ro-
coco’ (‘variations on a Rococo Theme’ by Tchaikovsky), there is, 
fortunately, YouTube. By watching him, I can really get a strong 
sense not only of the character and the tempo, but his fingering 
and how he’s phrasing it. I have to do it how he does it so that 
the orchestra will be more prepared when he comes. It’s a whole 
new learning curve.”

David is used to unique learning curves. In many ways, his 
background is unusual for a professional musician. While he 
played cello in school starting in fourth grade, he had no private 
instruction until his junior year in high school. Entering college 
as an engineering student, he was 20 years old before he de-
cided to devote his career to music. By the time he was earning 
his master’s in music at university of Michigan, he was princi-
pal cellist of the Battle Creek, Lansing and Jackson symphonies, 
playing with the KSO, subbing for Grand Rapids, and serving as 
principal chair of the u of M Orchestra.

“I did every gig under the sun against my teacher’s advice 
that I just needed to practice. In the end, I might have been in a 
better orchestra if I followed my teacher’s advice, but I wouldn’t 
have had the experience that probably got me this job.

“The beauty of all this multi-faceted experience is that one 
is sort of a catalyst for the next experience, and you don’t know 
where that catalyst is going to go. A seed drops into your con-
sciousness and you don’t know what it’s going to grow.

“It makes everything, even the old standard pieces, new 
and fresh.” 

A Whole New Experience
By Theresa Coty O’Neil

David Peshlakai
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the KaLaMaZoo ConCert Band (KCB) CeLeBrates its golden 
anniversary this year and plans to warm things up on  
February 26 with a concert at Miller Auditorium. The theme: 
tropical paradise. 

Western Michigan university’s resident faculty ensemble, 
the Western Jazz Quartet, will join the KCB for the upcoming 
“Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes” concert. The mu-
sic lineup is expected to include: “Manteca,” by Dizzy Gillespie, 
“Ran Kan Kan,” by Tito Puente, and “The Girl from Ipanema,” 
by Antonio Carlos Jobim.

Band members will wear Hawaiian shirts, khakis and 
sandals in honor of the concert’s theme, says KCB conductor 
Dr. Tom Evans. A similar concert was performed five years ago, 
and he admits that not all band members were keen on wearing 
summer attire in the dead of winter for a cultural event. 

“We have to do innovative programming,” says Evans. “We 
never sacrifice the quality of music … but we have to give them 
(the public) reason to come out.” The alternative is very real: 
People can easily enjoy other forms of entertainment on DvDs 
and CDs from the comfort of their homes.

The purpose of KCB, now over a 100 members strong, is to 
provide a musical outlet for adult musicians for whom music is 
an avocation, says Evans. More than 25 KCB members are either 
active or retired music educators, while the rest hold a diverse 
range of occupations. KCB membership is by audition only. 

The ensemble’s first concert was on December 5, 1961, at 
Chenery Auditorium (then part of Kalamazoo Central High 
School). Today the band rehearses every week, and performs 
four free concerts each season, courtesy of an annual budget 
that comes from donations, annual foundation gifts, local and 

state grants, and program advertising. Average audience atten-
dance is about 1,800. 

The KCB closes out its season in May at the National Asso-
ciation of Concert Bands 2011 Annual Convention in Muske-
gon. A panel of five judges selected it over 18 other community 
bands to perform with the u.S. Air Force Band of Flight. 

“I’m biased,” says Evans, “but being as objective as I can 
be, we have to be one of the finest community bands in the 
country.” 

For more details about the KCB and upcoming concerts go 
to: www.kalamazooconcertband.org. To reserve seats call: (269) 
387-2300 or (800) 228-9858. voice & TDD services are avail-
able through the Michigan Relay Center at (800) 649-3777. 

Fifty Years of Music Making
in Kalamazoo             By Michele Sobota

The Kalamazoo Concert Band
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ichigan State Police trooper 
cpl. Samuel Mapes didn’t like 
the looks of the big Packard se-
dan or the shining black face of 

the driver. it was May 1, 1927, the height 
of the lawless era known as Prohibition. 
Mapes was patrolling on his motorcycle 
a stretch of M-23 a few miles west of 
Sturgis. M-23 (now U.S. 12), then the 
major thoroughfare linking Detroit and 
chicago, was also known as the “booze 
highway” because of the many rum run-
ners who transported liquor smuggled 
from canada at ecorse and other Detroit 
area “loading points” and hence to chi-
cago’s thirsty speakeasies, blind pigs and 
rumholes.

the weighted-down Packard fit 
the perfect profile of a “booze runner.” 
Mapes drew up alongside the vehicle 
and pulled it over. a Wills Sainte claire 
roadster (made in Marysville, Mich., 
from 1921–1926) ahead of the Packard 
also pulled over. the driver got out and 
walked back to Mapes and asked him 
why he had stopped his companion. 
Mapes countered with: “What’s in  
the car?”

“Flashlights, a load of flashlights,” 

he answered.
a quick inspec-

tion of the back of the 
sedan revealed it to be 
filled with bottles of 
canadian hooch. 

then the officer 
flipped open the trunk 
of the roadster and 
found it also loaded 
with red-eye. the roadster driver pulled 
out $300 in large bills, equivalent to 
about $5,000 in today’s currency, and 
offered Mapes a bribe to let them go. 
Mapes refused and said he was placing 
both drivers under arrest and confiscat-
ing their cars, but he failed to hand-cuff 
them as modern police procedure would 
call for. that was his first mistake. 

in an era when State Police re-
cruiters favored brawn over brain, the 
33-year-old, burly Kansan, who had 
joined the State Police in 1924, rose 
through the ranks to corporal and was 
currently stationed at Paw Paw, made his 
second mistake: to help him with the 
arrest, he stopped another car headed 
toward Sturgis, which was driven by 
Mrs. harold townsend, and asked her to 

get assistance from the State Police post 
there. Radio communication by State 
Police officers had yet to make its ap-
pearance. While Mapes had his back to 
the suspects, the roadster driver jerked 
the corporal’s hand gun from his holster, 
spun him around by the arm and fired 
a bullet from the german luger point 
blank into his chest. 

Mapes staggered back and fumbled 
for his holster. “My god,” he cried, 
“they’ve got my gun.” the trooper 
crumpled unconscious to the pavement 
and died on the way to the hospital.

then, according to Mrs. townsend, 
the killer nonchalantly walked back to 
his vehicle, flung the officer’s pistol in 
the back seat and, motioning the Packard 

“Corporal Mapes was Murdered by a 
Man naMed Coffey, who has behind hiM 
Money and influenCe.”   — Gov. fred Green

Cpl. Samuel Mapes
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driver to follow him, headed west.
They had driven but a short distance 

when the African-American driver 
stopped and told the killer that he was 
through. He refused to drive either car 
any further. Whereupon the killer left 
him with the roadster and drove the 
Packard on back roads to Chicago. 

The Michigan Legislature, then in 
session, immediately adopted a resolu-
tion authorizing a $500 reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest and capture 
of the officer’s murderer. Lansing’s 
Capital News editorialized: “A reward of 
$500 is little enough. We would like to 
see a reward of $2,500 posted any time 
a state policeman is killed ... Chicago 
whiskey runners ply the highways in the 
best and fastest cars that money can buy. 
They are backed with money and utterly 
defiant of law-enforcement officers. Only 
recently the word has been put out by 

Chicago gangsters that they intend to 
run whiskey through Michigan regard-
less of the attitude of the state. This is 
a challenge to the state of Michigan by 
the most corrupt ring in America. The 
answer of a sovereign state power of 
Michigan should come quickly.”

The answer concerning the cap-
ture of Mapes’ murderer would, 
in fact, come quickly largely 

through the efforts of State Police Lt. 
Lawrence Lyons. Since its founding as 
the Michigan State Constabulary in 
1917 when the state’s National Guard 
units were mustered for overseas duty, 
the State Police had lost only one officer 

murdered in the line of duty prior to 
Mapes. He was Trooper Harold E. Ander-
son, killed by hijackers at Novi on March 
12, 1921. Those murderers were never 
apprehended, and Lyons and his fellow 
officers were determined to not let this 
case turn out the same.

Suspecting that the killer was a rum 
runner, Lyons began his investigation 
at Ecorse, the major loading point for 
the Detroit-Chicago transit. Armed only 
with some meager descriptions from 
Mrs. Townsend and a few other witness-
es, the detective was able to ferret out the 
identity of the likely murderer as Charley 
Coffey, a notorious Chicago bootleg-
ger. Coffey, it seems, had been arrogant 
enough to pay for previous shipments of 
booze with checks drawn on a Chicago 
bank, and as testimony to the state of af-
fairs with a mass flaunting of the law, the 
supplier had accepted it rather than cash, 

Charley Coffey, a Chicago rumrunner
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as might be expected. 
State Police detectives Ray Ferris 

and Arthur Trease arrived in Chicago 
and, tracing the checks through the 
bank, learned of Coffey’s address. With 
the assistance of five Chicago policemen 
they set a trap at the residence where 
Coffey, under the alias Al Johnson, lived 
with his wife and daughter.

When Coffey approached his home 
in the Packard, he suspected something. 
He gunned the Packard by the house and 
led the Chicago police on a wild chase 
through crowded city streets before 
crashing into a brick wall. Apprehended 
with him were Claude Smith, the Afri-
can-American chauffeur, and another 
accomplice implicated in the murder, 
Buford Chumm.

The Michigan detectives discovered 
Mapes’ handgun in Coffey’s garage, and 
soon after his arrest he confessed to 
killing the officer. He later changed his 
story in testimony to Lt. Fred Armstrong 
of the Secret Service Division of the 
Michigan State Police. He said he had no 
intention of killing Mapes; he simply was 
going to kidnap him and release him in 
some deserted Chicago locale, but the 
Luger had gone off by accident during 
the struggle.

Transported back to Michigan 
and lodged in the maximum security 
Kalamazoo County Jail, Coffey was 
arraigned before a Sturgis justice and 
ordered to stand trial in the St. Joseph 
County Circuit Court in Centreville. 
During his arraignment in Sturgis, so 
many curious residents crowded into 
the justice courtroom that the walls and 
floors of the old structure began to creak 
and crack — and it nearly collapsed. 

In the weeks leading up to the trial 
set in July, Michigan State Troopers 
worked day and night rounding up 

every available person who might aid in 
the prosecution in the event that Coffey 
recanted his confession. The prosecution 

 subpoenaed 38 witnesses, including 
Smith and Chumm to appear at the 
first day of the trial. Among them was 
his daughter, Dorothy Coffey, who had 
been riding with him in the roadster on 
the day of the murder. She verified that 
Mapes had spurned the $300 bribe of-
fered by her father. 

The prosecution left nothing to 
chance, and after a week of testimony 
it rested on July 26, 1927. It took the 
jury less than 20 minutes to find Cof-
fey guilty of first degree murder. Judge 
Clayton T. Johnson banged his gavel and 
sentenced him to spend the rest of his 
life in Jackson Prison.

Two years later the first permanent 
home of the State Police, a modernistic 

Massie

A Michigan State Police motorcycle squad in East Lansing.
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brick structure in East Lansing, was 
named Mapes Hall in the slain officer’s 
memory. Gov. Fred Green spoke at the 
dedication of the building in 1929, and 
hissed to the audience:

“Corporal Mapes was murdered by 
a man named Coffey, who has behind 
him money and influence. As governor, 
I have felt this influence working for his 
release. Governors to come in Michigan 
will feel this influence. 

I have one request I would like to 
make to my successor. I would ask him 
never to pardon the man who killed 
Mapes and pass on to his successor a like 
request. I would have Michigan’s line of 
governors never pardon the murderer of 
a police officer and have that sentence of 
life imprisonment prove to be just what 
it was designated to be — a life sentence.”

A year later, on October 13, 1930, 
came the death of a third State Police 
officer shot down while on duty. Trooper 
John S. Burke and another officer had re-
sponded to a bulletin broadcast over the 
newly implemented state-owned police 
radio system, WRDS, that fugitives who 
had held up the Old Merchants Bank in 
Battle Creek were headed in the direc-
tion of the post at White Pigeon. When 
the officers spotted the speeding car of 

the desperadoes and attempted to stop it, 
a hail of gunfire fatally wounded Burke. 
The two bandits were soon apprehended, 
and in a court appearance that set a 
record for alacrity, they joined Coffey in 
Jackson for the remainder of their lives.

More than 4,000 bootleggers’ 
vehicles were seized by Michigan police 
during a typical Prohibition year. Their 
annual auction sale and fines brought in 
enough funds to pay 77 percent of the 
entire State Police budget. A state bean 
counter decided to augment those sums 
by having the seized automobiles painted 
and otherwise spruced up by Jackson 
Prison inmates, some of whom found 
themselves working on their own cars.

As the roaring ’20s morphed into 
the Great Depression, lawmen realized 
they were fighting a losing battle to halt 
the flow of illicit alcohol. The unpopular 
volstead Act, which legislated morality, 

increasingly caused more and more oth-
erwise law-abiding citizens to break the 
drinking status and proved a boon for 
organized crime. 

Following his election in 1932, Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt, with the support 
of Michigan Gov. William Comstock and 
others, campaigned to repeal Prohibition. 
Michigan became the first state to ratify 
the Twenty-First Amendment to the Con-
stitution on April 10, 1933.

On December 5, 1933, Prohibition 
for the nation ended after nearly 14 years 
when utah became the last state needed 
to ratify the Amendment. Mapes lost his 
life and Coffey his freedom over a “noble 
experiment” that proved untenable. 

Shortly after the repeal of Prohibi-
tion, other popular recreational 
 substances were criminalized. The 
national campaign to prohibit their  
use continues. 

The State Police impound yard where 4,000 vehicles a year were stored prior to auction.
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Leading Ladies” — When two Shake-
spearian actors try to pass themselves off 
as the English nephews of a dying matron 
in Pennsylvania only to find that the 
nephews are really nieces, hilarity ensues. 
Feb. 4, 5, 11 & 12, 8 p.m., Feb. 3, 7:30 
p.m., Feb. 6, 2 p.m. Civic Auditorium, 329 
S. Park St. 343-1313.
“Escanaba in da Moonlight” — It’s deer 
hunting season and the clan is gathering 
to bag their bucks in this hilarious com-
edy. Feb. 4, 5, 10–12, 17–19, 8 p.m., Feb. 6 
& 20, 2 p.m. Farmers Alley Theatre, 221 
Farmers Alley. 343-2727.
“Arabian Nights” — An inspired and 
poetic re-telling of the fable of the young 
bride who tells 1001 tales to save her life 
and win her husband’s heart. Feb. 10–12, 
17–19, 8 p.m., Feb. 20, 2 p.m. Williams 
Theatre, WMu. 387-6222.
“Parallel Lives” — A light-hearted take 
on the battle of the sexes and women’s 

views of themselves in 
society. Feb. 11, 12, 18, 
19, 25, 26, Mar. 4, 5, 11, 
12, 8:30 p.m. New vic 
Theatre, 134 E. vine St. 
381-3328.
“Marilyn & Marc” — A 
new play by Steve Fef-
fer. Feb. 11, 12, 18, 19, 
8 p.m., Feb. 13 & 20, 7 

p.m. Fancy Pants Theatre, 246 N. Kalama-
zoo Mall. Contact theater246@gmail.com.
“Tongue of a Bird” — The regional 
premier of this play by Ellen McLaugh-
lin which tells the story of a rescue pilot 
searching for a lost little girl and the spirit 
of her own mother. Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m., 
Feb. 18 & 19, 8 p.m., Feb. 20, 2 p.m. Balch 
Playhouse, K-College. 
“Wait Until Dark” — A masterfully 
constructed thriller about a blind woman 
being stalked by drug smugglers. Feb. 18, 
19, 25, 26, Mar. 4, 5, 8 p.m., Feb. 24, 7:30 
p.m., Feb. 27, 2 p.m. Parish Theatre, 429 S. 
Park St. 343-1313.

Musicals & Opera

Madagascar Live — Your favorite char-
acters from Disney’s film, “Madagascar,” 
come to life in this action packed live 
musical. Mar. 8, 7 p.m., Mar. 9, 4 & 7 p.m. 
Miller Auditorium, WMu. 387-2300.

Dance

Winter Gala Dance Concert — WMu’s 
Department of Dance presents their annual 
production. Feb. 17–19, 8 p.m., Feb. 20, 2 
p.m. Shaw Theatre, WMu. 387-6222.
Michael Flatley’s Lord of the Dance — 
The story is taken from mythical Irish 
folklore and told through Celtic music and 
dance. Feb. 25, 8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, 
WMu. 387-2300.

Symphony

university Symphony Orchestra — A free 
concert by the WMu Symphony Orchestra 
with Conductor Bruce uchimura. Feb. 6, 3 
p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMu. 387-4667.
Kalamazoo Junior Symphony Orchestra — 
The Junior Symphony will perform with 
special guest cellist Allan Steele, the 2010 
Stulberg bronze medalist. Feb. 20, 3 p.m. 
Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge 
Ave. 337-7407.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

DRUMline Live — Show-style marching 
bands bring their explosive energy to the 
stage. Feb. 4, 8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, 
WMu. 387-2300.
“That’s Amore” — The Kalamazoo Sing-
ers present a concert of music inspired by 
Cupid’s playful arrow. Feb. 6, 3 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMu. 387-2300.
Vijay Iyer Trio — This young, piano-led 
group is on the leading edge of jazz. Feb. 
11, 8 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMu. 382-7774.
Stulberg Intl. String Competition — The 
finest young string musicians perform for 
judges and the public. Semifinals are free, 

Mar. 5, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. and 1–4 p.m. The 
finals are ticketed for $10, Mar. 5, 8 p.m. 
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMu. 343-
2776.
The World of … — KSO music director 
Raymond Harvey will guide you through 
the life, times and music of Dvorak. Feb. 
13, 3 p.m. Kalamazoo College, Light Fine 
Arts Center. 349-7759.
Rising Stars Recital — The Gilmore 
Keyboard Festival presents Gilles vonsat-
tel, winner of the 2008 Avery Fisher grant, 
Feb. 13, 4 p.m. Wellspring Theatre, 359 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall. 342-1166.
Faculty Recital — The WMu Western 
Brass Quintet will perform for this free 
concert. Feb. 13, 3 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMu. 387-4667.
Bullock Series — A series of concerts by 
guests of the WMu School of Music. Euclid 
Quartet with guest Martha Councell-var-
gas, flute, Feb. 17, 8:15 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMu. 387-2300.
University Concert Band — This WMu 
group appears in a free concert. Feb. 22, 
8:15 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMu. 
387-4667.
il Giardino Armonico — This early music 
ensemble will play an historically informed 
concert featuring vivaldi and the venetian 
baroque. Feb. 25, 8 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMu. 382-7774.
“Changes in Latitudes, Changes in At-
titudes” — The Kalamazoo Concert Band 
presents a concert with special guests the 
Western Jazz Quartet. Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m. 
Miller Auditorium, WMu. 806-6597

Vocal & Radio

All Ears Theatre — Step back into history 
and enjoy live radio performances for later 
airing on 102.1 WMuK-FM. “The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow,” Feb. 5 and “A Matter 
of Timimg,” Feb. 19. First Baptist Church, 
315 W. Michigan Ave. 6 p.m. Free.
Gold Company Rockin’ Through the 
Years — WMu’s talented vocal jazz group 
presents their 33rd annual show. Feb. 12, 
2 & 8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMu. 
387-2300. 

“When angry, count
to ten before you 

speak; if very angry, 
a hundred.”

Thomas
Jefferson
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Choral Showcase — From WMu hear 
the university Chorale, Cantus Femina 
and the Collegiate Singers perform in a 
free concert. Feb. 20, 5 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMu. 387-4667.

Miscellaneous

Cooper’s Glen Music Festival — A 
two-day celebration of music with local, 
regional and national acts performing 
bluegrass, Celtic, old time and folk. Feb. 
11, 7–11 p.m., Feb. 12, 1–11 p.m. Radis-
son Plaza Hotel. Info and tickets available 
online at www.coopersglen.com.
Blue Man Group — This high-octane 
theatrical experience is an explosion of 
comedy, music and technology. Feb. 15 & 
16, 7:30 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMu. 
387-2300.
New Shanghai Circus — Acrobats, jug-
glers, contortionists and more perform in 
this amazing Chinese circus presentation. 
Feb. 19, 8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMu. 
387-2300.

Visual Arts

WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455

More Than Skin Deep: Portraits as 
Socio-Political Commentary — Artists 
Susan Moore, Ray DiCapua and Nancy 
Froehlich are featured in this exhibition 
of portraits that tell more than the obvi-
ous. Albertine Monroe-Brown Gallery. 
Through Feb. 18.
Heroes Like Us? — An exhibition featur-
ing the works of Dulce Pinzon, Jerry 
Kearns and Mark Newport. Albertine 
Monroe-Brown Gallery. Opens Feb. 24.
Contemporary Prints from the UAC — 
A selection of prints from the Print Col-
lection that use repetition as a significant 
visual element. Netzorg & Kerr Gallery. 
Opens Feb. 24.

DeVries Student Art Gallery — Exhibi-
tions scheduled are: Monica Kovach, BFA 
Photography & Intermedia and Michelle 
Webster, BFA Printmaking, Feb. 14–18; 
Anastasia Dumenjich, BFA Metals/Jewelry 
and Peter Acomb, BFA Painting, 
Feb. 21–25.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775

Familiar Surroundings — An exhibition 
of works by American originals that devel-
oped personal styles rooted in their local 
environment. Included are works by John 
Marin, Martin Lewis, and Reginald Marsh. 
Through April 10.
The Wyeths: America’s Artists — An 
exhibition of works by three generations of 
artists in the famous Wyeth family — N.C. 
Wyeth, Andrew Wyeth, Andrew’s sisters, 
Henriette Wyeth Hurd and Carolyn Wyeth, 
and Andrew’s son Jamie Wyeth. Through 
April 17.
Ukiyo-e Redux: Contemporary Japanese 
Prints — An exhibition of color wood-
block prints of the 20th century. Through 
April 24.

ARTbreak — Enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics. 
Two films:Robert Colescott: The One-Two 
Punch and Elizabeth Catlett: Sculpting, 
Feb. 8; The Real World of Andrew Wyeth, 
part 1, Feb. 15; The Real World of Andrew 
Wyeth, part 2, Feb. 22. Bring a lunch to 
these 12:15 p.m. sessions.

Miscellaneous

Saniwax Gallery — 6th Annual Western 
Michigan university BFA Student Exhibi-
tion, Feb. 4–18. Opening reception during 
Art Hop, Feb. 4, 5–9 p.m. Located in the 
Park Trades Center. 345-3311.
Midtown Gallery — Featured artists 
include Pam Nivala, steel works; Rebecca 
Hungerford, pewter; Yana Hanka, copper 
and ceramics. 356 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 
372-0134.
Art Hop — view the works of local art-
ists. Local venues/galleries in downtown 
Kalamazoo. Feb. 4, 5 p.m. 342-5059.

(continued on page 30)

William Christopher Handy was born in 
Alabama in 1873, the son of a minister. 
He studied to become a teacher but de-
cided, instead, to pursue a career in mu-
sic. His mother first predicted his musical 
penchant. She told the young man that 
he obviously possessed musical ability be-
cause his ears were so big. Handy joined 
W.A. Mahara’s Minstrels as its band 
leader, and, following that job, he landed 
in Memphis. He composed a campaign 
song called “Mr. Crump” for a Memphis 
mayoral candidate. After the election he 
changed the song and retitled it “Mem-
phis Blues.” The song became a hit in 
1912, but because he had sold the rights 
to it he made little money. He published 

his next song, “St. Louis Blues,” using his 
own company. He moved his business to 
New York, scored several more hits and 
became known as the Father of the Blues, 
especially after a film of his life story was 
made using that title.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214
Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767

E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com
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Facial Trauma

Body Contouring
Liposuction, Abdominoplasty

Facial Surgery
Facelift, Eyelid Lift,

Brow Lift, Rhinoplasty
Skin Rejuvenation

Look And Feel Your Best.
“We strive to provide a superior care experience by creating
 a pleasant personal setting for the �nest surgical procedures.”

575 W. Crosstown Parkway – Kalamazoo
Phone (269) 343-5750 • Toll-Free (877) 995-5750

Steven M. Nitsch, M.D.
www.myparkwayplasticsurgery.com

Fraxel re:store® Fractional Laser 
Resurfacing, and Hair Removal

IPL Treatment of Skin Pigment Abnormalities;
Small Blood Vessels and Hair Removal;

Laser and Chemical Peels
Microdermabrasion, Skin Medica Products, Latisse

Skin care specialist, Julie Powell, brings
21 years of expertise to our practice.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809

Music at the Library — The Hired 
Hands’ eclectic sound includes blues, folk, 
country, rock, and R&B. Feb. 9, 7 p.m.; 
Jim Gill will allow you to sing, clap and 
dance along as he picks out rhythms on 
his banjo. Feb. 16, 7 p.m. Central Library.
Music and Make Believe — Storytime, 
crafts, and a performance by the Kalama-
zoo Symphony Orchestra string quartet. 
Ages 3-6. Groups welcome. Register on-
line or call 553-7804. February 22 and 23, 
9:30 am and 10:30 am, Central Library, 
315 S. Rose St. Feb. 24, 10:30 am, East-
wood Branch Library, 1112 Gayle Ave.
Storytelling with Sid Ellis—Sid weaves 
tales and sings inspirational songs with 
his puppet friends about sharing, caring, 
and just plain fun. Feb. 22, 6 pm, Powell 
Branch Library, 1000 W. Paterson St.
Chinese New Year—Kalamazoo Lion 
Dance troupe presents a puppet show 
about animals of the Chinese zodiac. Free 
ticket required. Feb. 26, pick up ticket 
starting at noon. Performance at 1 p.m. 
Central Library.
Teen Filmmaker Festival—Screening of 
jury-selected teen-produced and directed 
films. vote for People’s Choice, enjoy 
plenty of movie snacks! Feb. 27, 2:30 p.m. 
Rave Cityplace 14, 180 Portage St.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Read All About It — Join area book 
groups and other book lovers to discuss 
fiction and nonfiction titles that explore 
the black experience. Feb. 12, 2–4 p.m.
Book Discussion — Join this group to 
discuss “The Help” by Kathleen Stockett. 
Feb. 15, 10:30 a.m.
Four Conversations on Forgiveness — 
How can practicing forgiveness lead to 
happier, healthier, more productive liv-
ing? Join this group to discuss and learn. 
Feb. 9, 16, & 23, 6–7:30 p.m. Advance 
registration required. 
Call 329-4542, ext. 600.

(continued from page 29)
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Downtown 269.349.0100 • 5313 W. Main/West-Side 269.250.8860
Woodbridge Hills/Portage 269.488.0290

Free ATM at 2,000 locations

A locally-owned community bank.

We offer area residents and businesses

safe, secure banking. When you bank

with us, your deposits stay here, 

helping this community prosper.

Your Local Bank, Putting You First.

Martha A. Betke
V.P & West Side Banking Center Manager
Direct: 269.488.8871

Switch to First.
It’s easy. We do everything for you.

Bank Local... Learn more at fnbmichigan.com

Ristorante 
Italiano

& Pizzeria
Outdoor Waterfront Dining 

On Beautiful Maple Lake

Specializing in Pizza, Pasta 
...Amoré!

Beer, Wine & Cocktails

139 W. Michigan Avenue
 Paw Paw, Michigan

(269) 657-7033
www.lacantinapawpaw.com

Open Every Day at 5pm
Closed Mondays

Est. 1936 ®

The Artist’s Way: An Introduction — 
Dr. Michelle Klee, clinical psychologist, 
will lead a discussion of the book, “The 
Artist’s Way,” by Julie Cameron and the 
creative process outlined within. Feb. 23, 
6:30–8 p.m.

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Michigan Eats: Regional Culture 
Through Food — Michigan Foodways de-
scribes the diverse food traditions found 
around the state with interpretive panels, 
objects and sound clips. Through April 10.
Playing with Time — This exhibit takes 
visitors on a journey to the unseen world 
of natural change and shows events that 
happen too fast or too slow for humans to 
perceive. Opens Feb. 5.
Music at the Museum — Great mu-
sic the way it should be — eclectic and 
performed live in a fine acoustic listening 
room. Dunuya Drum and Dance, Feb. 4, 
5–8 p.m.; Belfast Gin, Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m.; 
Bloomquist, Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m.
Planetarium Programs — The DigiStar 
planetarium presents various programs. 
“Wonders of the Universe,” daily at 3 
p.m.; “In My Backyard,” weekdays, 11 
a.m., Sat., 1 p.m., Sun., 2 p.m.; “Winter 
Nights,” Tues. & Thur., 3 p.m., Sat., 2 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555

Super Science Saturday — “Astronomy 
Around the World” is the topic for the day 
with special presentations at 11 a.m., 1 & 3 
p.m. Feb. 26.

Nature

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-9211

Purple Martins — Penny Briscoe will 
speak on the topic of “Purple Martins,” 
Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m. People’s Church,
1758 N. 10th St.

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Creature Feature — Informal live animal 
presentation with staff and animal care 
volunteers who can answer your ques-
tions. Feb. 5, 19 & Mar. 5, 12–1 p.m.
Winter Sports Demo Day — Lee’s Adven-
ture Sports will be on hand with snowshoes 
(for all size feet), winter camping equipment 
and cross country skis that you can try or 
just watch others. Feb. 13, 1–3 p.m.
Winter Adaptations — Come on this 
guided walk and explore the Beech Maple 
forest with Naturalist Dave Brown to learn 
how animals use special adaptations to 
survive the winter. Feb. 20, 2–3 p.m.
Boomers and Beyond — This indoor/
outdoor interactive program for adults 
over 50 will teach about the lives of rap-
tors and what makes them different from 
other birds.  Bring a lunch and enjoy some 
sweet treats to finish the program. Feb. 
22, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
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ONNEY RHODES. HIS NAME EvOKES a pleasant meander through the 
hills and dales of Scotland. However, if you spend a wee bit of time with this 
intelligent, soft-spoken, confident man, you may leave his presence wanting to 

dance a jig instead of merely stroll. And, as a caveat to the ladies, you may also find 
yourself yearning to dress up in one of his fashionable and frilly, extremely feminine 
period reproductions.

Well-versed in historical costume accuracy — particularly from the American 
pre-Civil War period (circa 1820–1860) and the so-called Antebellum Era (1854–
1870) — Rhodes is not above adding a few extra details or using fabrics that are decid-
edly not “period accurate.” Case in point — he was once gifted with rolls of plastic ta-
blecloth-style red and gold fleur-de-lis fabric from the old Jacobson’s store, with which 
he crafted a gorgeous party dress. He drafts his own patterns when needed, which 
allows him the freedom to create one-of-a-kind fashions. According to Rhodes, 

fashion history takes on a slightly different set of time frames than the 
chronological history found in textbooks. He specializes in creating 
gowns from the Antebellum (1854–1870), Empire (1800–1822), and 
Romantic (1825–1850) fashion time periods.

You’ll find piles of colorful 
fabrics, an array of dressmaker 

forms and several “projects 
in progress” in Rhodes’ 
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small, unheated second-floor work-
space in downtown Kalamazoo. The 
room is flooded with natural light. On 
one table are crinolines in the mak-
ing — also known as hoop skirts or 
underskirts — and Rhodes is painstak-
ingly sewing the tiny tubes into which 
the flexible boning (made of plastic-
coated wire) is inserted to keep the 
specific shape needed for different dress 
styles. Then there are the accoutrements: 
the boxes of pretty pearls, bright beads, 
beautiful buttons, lovely lace and frothy 
bits of bows with which to adorn and 

accent each design. 
“The average antebellum-
style skirt uses six to eight 

yards of fabric,” he 
notes. “One of the 

challenges for me 
is to gather it and 
diminish that 
yardage into one 
24- to 26-inch 
waistband. It is 
extremely time 
consuming. It 
can also be 
frustrating 
when I have 

chosen fabric from my stockpile, only to 
find I am a foot short of what might be 
needed to complete a project.” The most 
rewarding part of the sewing process 
for Rhodes is when he is finally finished 
with a garment. “I can almost hear it say, 
‘thank you,’ when I put in the last stitch,” 
he states. “A period gown seems to take 
on a life of its own.”

Rhodes also lives for the apprecia-
tive remarks and the shine of approval or 
wonderment in a woman’s eyes when she 
puts on her finished gown. “There have 
been times when a client will actually cry, 
they are so moved,” he says. “That’s when 
I know it’s a job well done.” Rhodes has 
done some exquisite bridal work in the 
past, but now prefers his exclusive focus 
on historical reproductions, both in rent-
als and sales of his custom creations.

Why not sew garments for men? 
“They’re boring,” Rhodes quips. “Most 
men’s clothing from the antebellum pe-
riod is limited in color, style and design. 
It’s also easy for men to go online and get 
a Confederate or union uniform that will 
fit them, but it’s much more difficult for 
women to find the proper attire.”

He also focuses his work primarily 
on the heavily embellished, flamboy-
ant “Southern belle” fashions since the 
Northern styles were much more conser-
vative. “Every woman wants to walk into 
a room and turn heads,” Rhodes says. 

Why the passion for antebellum 
styles? “The classic ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ is my favorite movie,” he states. 
“My favorite actress of all time is vivian 
Leigh. I also had the opportunity to con-
nect for a unique form of independent 
study with Walter Plunkett, the famed 
Hollywood designer who created the 
costumes for the film. I talked for hours 
with him by phone, and we had an ongo-

ing verbal dialogue and written corre-
spondence for over two years.

“Although he was elderly, his mind 
was still very sharp. We’d discuss fabric 
and assembly, but I would also get him 
to reminisce about working with vivian 
Leigh, producer David Selznick or Eliza-
beth Taylor, among others. My phone 
bills were astronomical, but I learned so 
much from him.”

At the time, Rhodes could not afford 
to travel to California to meet person-
ally with Plunkett, something he regrets. 
“One day I phoned and his son Lee 
answered, informing me that Walter had 
passed away. I will never forget Lee tell-
ing me how much my interest in period 
costume design had thrilled Plunkett in 
his latter years.”

Bonney Rhodes says he decidedly 
tries to apply the principles of 
design that he learned from Plun-

kett “in a marriage of half Hollywood 
and half historical accuracy.” Currently, 
he sells most of his work to costume 
outlets and individual clients, and he 
only takes on what his schedule will 
allow, although he once created an entire 
wardrobe for a woman actively involved 
in public, Civil-War re-enactment events. 
He made some of his major connections 
in the fashion world on the East Coast, 
thanks to friends Antony and Laura 
Gerard of the Kalamazoo Timid Rabbit 
Magic and Costume Shop, who encour-
aged him to attend a costume convention 
with them a few decades ago. 

Reading from one of Walter Plun-
kett’s personal letters, Bonney quotes his 
favorite piece of advice from the famous 
designer, who also received accolades for 
his work on classic films such as “Singin’ 
in the Rain” and “An American in Paris.” 

(Left) This debutante’ antebellum ball gown is a celery green faille moiré fabric, also known as a watered silk 
taffeta. It is displayed with the skirt pulled up to show Bonney’s handiwork on the 10-rung Corinthian cut hoop 
worn underneath. Passersby in Kalamazoo who saw the display called it “the milkmaid” gown, but, of course, 
it would have been worn by a much higher class of society.

(Middle) Bonney Rhodes won’t trade his vintage Electro Hygiene sewing machine for any of the newer models.

(Right) This dress from 1776–1778 (with some personal liberties to the design), was on display at Morrison’s 
during an Art Hop. It is made entirely of tablecloths and runners. A couple that saw this on display borrowed it 
for placement in their foyer to help emphasize the theme of a dinner party they were hosting.
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Plunkett wrote: “The situation of design 
has altered considerably, but one thing 
that is and always will be an important 
rule is to listen to what the fabric has to 
say. Never start with a sketch and try to 
find a fabric to suit it. Cloth will do as it 
wants. Study it, handle it, and let your 
inspiration grow from there.” Rhodes 
follows that rule as often as possible, but 
he looks to a much higher power than 
his late mentor, Walter Plunkett for more 
inspiration when he is stumped. “I talk 
to God,” he says. “I pray for the help I 
need to move forward on a project.

“I am not a structured believer but I 
have strong faith and like to connect with 
God one on one. When I am up sewing in 
my workshop, the modern world doesn’t 
exist. I am lost in the 1700s or 1800s, 
but I am not alone. If I get creative block 
while working, I sometimes touch or hold 
the fabric and say, ‘I need help,’ and an 
idea comes to me,” he says with a smile.

Rhodes also has a favor-
ite passage from the Bible 
that he uses as his daily per-
sonal meditation. It is from 
the Book of Psalms, chapter 
46, verse 10: “Be still and 
know that I am God.” 

When the creative juic-
es do start to flow, Rhodes 
works on five to 10 pieces 
at once. “I rarely work on 
one item from beginning to 
end,” he notes. “My plan of 
attack is to devote an hour 
to one project, a half hour 
to another, and I bounce 
around so I don’t get bored.

If I do get in a rut, I 
find that I tend to make 
mistakes. So I play around by experi-
menting with different colors and trims 
for each creation. I also listen to music 
because there’s a 7-year-old inside of me 
who likes to dance. At other times, I fin-
ish something and it looks so beautiful, I 
just sit on the floor and look at it, basking 
in the sheer pleasure of the visual effect.”

Bonney has been known to name his 
creations, such as “Scarlett,” “Josephine,” 
or “Mary Todd Lincoln” to list a few. 
“While I am sewing on them, I daydream 
about what type of women would have 
worn these garments and often create his-
torical scenes in my imagination,” he says.

He has been sewing for 45 years, 
first learning the basics from his grand-
mother, Barbarah. “When I was 16, the 
girl I was dating was quite affluent, and 
her parents would always hold an elabo-
rate annual masquerade ball in Chicago,” 
he recalls. “Young people were allowed 
to attend, but only if we wore costumes, 
so I decided to make ours. I went as an 
Indian, and she was a princess.” In ad-
dition to his youthful years in Illinois, 
Bonney also lived in Florida and Geor-
gia. He moved to Kalamazoo in 1979.

Rhodes’ first job here was as a sign 
printer at the Jacobson’s department 
store in downtown Kalamazoo, setting 
type for the internal store-display  
signs. He worked there for 18 years, in 

positions ranging from mundane stock-
ing in the warehouse to using his artistic 
skills to create elaborate and enticing re-
tail displays. He also worked for a time at 
Gilmore’s, using his organizational skills 
in the department-store warehouse. A di-
verse work background includes several 
years as a popular waiter at the private 
Park Club and the London Grill Singa-
pore in Kalamazoo.

Bonney Rhodes now works part-time 
at a new, local restaurant, Andrea’s at 224 
West Michigan Ave., formerly McNally’s 
Kitchen where he served breakfast for 
over five years. He also creates displays for 
Morrison’s Jewelers and has done that type 
of work “on and off” for almost 20 years. 
He resides in a small apartment above a 
retail space on the Kalamazoo Mall, enjoy-
ing easy access to the downtown Kalama-
zoo lifestyle and its amenities. 

Soft-spoken yet extremely confi-
dent in his overall demeanor, Bonney 
also enjoys creating a rapport with his 
customers, whether in his own personal 
sewing endeavors or in the serving trade. 
“My first job at age 14 was waiting tables 
at a Dairy Queen,” he notes. “I’ve always 
made my own way, including doing some 
independent studies at the Ringling Art 
Institute in Sarasota, Fla., after I gradu-
ated from high school in 1967. Those 
classes were just the basics in the art 
curriculum and color theory. In whatever 

rhodes

These Bonney Rhodes’ creations were displayed at Jacobson’s 
in a 1997 downtown exhibit called “Salute to Italia.” The dresses 
were made from recycled tablecloths, sheets, and long draper-
ies. Rhodes often uses smaller items, such as window curtains 
and table runners, to create decorative trim for his period 
reproductions.
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Looking for a new view?

Prime Locations • Flexible Terms • Competitive Rates

Will Renovate to Suit • Suites to Accommodate Your Needs

Call Chris Shook for more information: 269.381.3490 x102
cshook@news25.us

Jim Gilmore Enterprises

I do, I enjoy the interaction and seem to 
be able to connect well with people in all 
of my endeavors.” 

Rhodes’ love of history and period 
reproductions of women’s cloth-
ing led him to avocations at the 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre as a costume 
designer and at the Kalamazoo Public 
Museum, volunteering untold hours of 
his time. His specific knowledge has 
been much in demand, including a 
seven-year stint as a guest lecturer to the 
History of Fashion classes at Western 
Michigan university. The series came 

under the auspices of the Consumer 
Sciences department at WMu, during 
classes taught between 1983 and 1989 by 
Dr. Nancy Steinhaus, now retired.

At the Civic, he began volunteering 
in 1982 and remained to serve in various 
capacities in the stage costume design 
shop until 1990, during the years when 

A couple of dress forms with hoop skirts 
await Bonney Rhodes’ next creation.
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE
Call (269) 387-2300

KalamazooSymphony.com
SPONSOR      MEDIA PARTNER

ELLIS ISLAND
FRI MARCH 25 ~ 8:00 P.M.
MILLER AUDITORIUM
Raymond Harvey, Conductor
Civic Theatre Actors, D. Terry Williams, Director

BARBER Symphony No. 1
COPLAND Dance Episodes from Rodeo
BOYER Ellis Island: The Dream of America

4341 S. Westnedge Ave., Suite 1205  
  Kalamazoo MI 49008  

 (269) 343-9700

 Small Business Accounting & Taxes
    Personal Income Tax Services
       Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE) 
          QuickBooks Pro Advisors
              New Business Set-up

With 60 years of combined experience.Character Counts!

Left to right  -  Jill Flipse, CPA, CFE
Ralph Meyer, CPA - Mindy Allwardt, CPA

NEW ADDRESS

Jim Carver was executive director. “I had 
the chance to refurbish many pieces of an-
tique clothing that had deteriorated while 
in storage,” he recalls. “It was a chal-
lenging undertaking but it also led me to 
preparing four educational and historical 
costume exhibits for a local gallery.” 

When the Kalamazoo Public Muse-
um was housed in its former Rose Street 
location above the library, he worked 
with Dr. Patricia Gordon Michael to help 
organize, restore and display some of the 
archived collection of garments — his-
torical fabric artifacts from the 1800s. 
“There were some that time had taken 
a major toll upon,” he recalls. “I had to 
build internal liners to help strengthen 
the garments so they could be worn or 
exhibited on forms. I sometimes care-
fully transported the items to and from 
the museum and taught some of the 
other volunteers the proper methods of 
handling antique fabrics while setting up 
a few fashion shows for Dr. Michael.”

In recent years, Bonney has helped 
with alterations and some costume 
building for “A Closer Walk With Patsy 
Cline” at the Farmer’s Alley Theatre, 
under the direction of Kathy Mulay.

While his main expertise is historical 
fashion, Bonney’s years of retail experi-
ence have honed his intuition regarding 
trends. “I see dresses going completely 
out of style in years to come,” he predicts. 
“Even though a dress is often the ultimate 
in femininity, they are now considered to 
be impractical and too expensive. Women 
of today are opting for more comfort, so 
they prefer pants, skirts and jumpers to 
the classic dress style.”

With an innate talent that is 
remarkable, Bonney Rhodes humbly 
claims his inspiration comes from 
others. For that, he has a deep abiding 
gratitude. “I must give thanks and men-
tion four names of those who have been 
instrumental in helping me on my life’s 
path,” he stresses. “I worked closely with 
two wonderful women at the Civic in 
the 1980s. Patience vaughan and Sandy 
Bostwick were amazing, and I appreci-
ated their influence and encouragement. 

rhodes
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Patricia Hirsch, who owns Petals and 
Postings, has been a close personal 
friend for 30 years. She is always there to 
boost me up, and she believed in me dur-
ing all the really tough times. And the 
fourth, of course, is God. I couldn’t be 
me and nothing would get done without 
His presence in my life.”

As with so many folk who are blessed 
with an artistic temperament, Rhodes 
admits he vacillates between being an 
extremely social “people person” and very 
private — almost a hermit. He savors his 
alone time when the creative muse takes 
hold or if he needs to rest, recoup and 
refill his personal wellspring of energy.

Living in the heart of an intimate 
urban area provides easy access to his 
eclectic employment opportunities and a 
convenient locus for his creative center. 
But Bonney Rhodes truly enjoys a very 
simple, low-tech lifestyle. He also prefers 
to keep his communication direct and 
face-to-face. “I do not use a computer,” 
he states. “I do not carry a cell phone. 
I don’t have an answering machine for 
my home telephone. I do not own a 
Tv. I read, listen to music or do jigsaw 
puzzles. I am as old-fashioned as the 
gowns I create.”

Rhodes will be displaying his costumes 
again at an Art Hop in March of 2011 at Mor-
rison’s Jewelers, in downtown Kalamazoo.  

This gown was described as a “Cinderella” 
gown by a little girl who saw it on display at an 
Art Hop. The dress is antebellum period, made 
from frothy, fluffy, embossed nylon net. The 
tiered sleeves and ruffles are characteristic of 
French styling. The trim is “dirty silver” crystal, 
which Bonney found at an estate sale for $25. 
The tag on it read simply: “trim off mother’s 
formal, 1911.”
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FROM 2004 uNTIL LATE LAST YEAR, 
owner Maria Brennan ran the bakery 
out of her large victorian home on the 
corner of Stuart Avenue and West Main 
Street. From the outside one would never 
guess at the delicacies being concocted 
within, although the bakery’s goods have 
been available at local stores and farmers 
markets for several years, as well as by 
special order. 

Now the victorian Bakery will re-
ceive much more exposure, having moved 
into a retail space at 116 W. Crosstown 
Parkway in December. In addition to 
being able to drop in to buy baked goods 
any time, patrons can now also enjoy a 
cup of tea with a scone and jam or other 
treats in the bakery’s seating area. 

Instead of mainstream American 
bakery fare, Maria, a native of Ireland, 
specializes in traditional Irish baked 
goods, especially sourdough breads and 
scones. One of her staples is a sticky 
toffee pudding cake, which, she says, 
“makes a good valentine’s Day gift.” She 
also plans to make a special chocolate 
shortbread around valentine’s Day.

Maria’s bakery is part of a growing 
trend — both locally and nationwide — of 
interest in and availability of fresh, mini-
mally processed, and locally produced 
food. She gets cream from a local dairy, 
and the pastry flour, sugar, and tart 
cherries come from Michigan. Her butter 
comes from Wisconsin. “We wanted to 
buy as much local (as possible) and keep 
it natural,” she says.

Maria started doing her own baking 
for family health reasons, so she steers 
clear of artificial ingredients and buys 
organic ingredients whenever she can. 
These practices serve a market need that 
people are hungry for — to know where 
their food comes from and what’s in it. 

“We knew we were in a very specific market, and the fact that we don’t use any food 
coloring knocks us out of a huge market, which I must say I’m sort of happy about. 
When people call me and say that they want blue cupcakes for their 1-year-old, it makes 
me cringe,” she says. She acknowledges that despite the fact that many of her breads are 
chock full of whole wheat and nuts, not all of her products could be called health food. 
“Only the brioche isn’t really healthy, but you can’t have a healthy brioche,” she smiles. 

Maria’s journey to her current enterprise started with her childhood in Ireland. 
“We learned to bake in school when we were growing up,” she says, and her mother 
did a lot of baking at home, so she’s long been interested in it. 

As a young woman, Maria decided to see some of the world, so she applied for 
a job as a flight attendant for Kuwait Airlines. She initially planned to spend a few 
months on that job but ended up really enjoying it, especially when she transitioned 
into food service and menu planning.

In this capacity, she also flew with the Kuwaiti Air Force on v.I.P. flights, for 
which she ordered menus for sheiks and other important passengers — sometimes not 
even knowing who the passenger was for security reasons. Some passengers were real 
foodies, requiring her to be very knowledgeable about the origins of what was served. 
“You had to know where that cheese came from and what region it was from. Could I 
have known what cow it came from, it would have helped,” she jokes.

She also had to handle a variety of challenging situations, such as the wide range 
of kitchen amenities and cleanliness in various locations, from Africa to Zurich. She 
had to track down special ingredients all over the world, enlisting the help of con-
sulates to provide special dishes. “For me it was really good,” she says. “It was really 
thinking on your feet.”

The Victorian Bakery 

might be said to be  

one of Kalamazoo’s 

best-kept secrets. 

Opening morning of the new bakery on Crosstown Parkway drew a large crowd of customers.
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While in Kuwait, she met her future husband, John, an American pilot. They were 
married there and had two sons, Conor and Emmet. The family moved to Kalamazoo 
when John accepted a job offer, but that fell through after they’d already bought their 
home. Not having anywhere else they wanted to be — Maria wasn’t interested in mov-
ing back to Dublin, and John, a Navy brat, “is really from nowhere” —  they stayed and 
found they liked it here. John is now an FAA inspector based in Kalamazoo. 

Their sons developed food allergies shortly after the move to the united States, 
probably due to artificial ingredients that were not found in the food they were eating 
abroad. In addition, their younger son was diagnosed with autism, so Maria set out to 
make food that would suit their diets.

This wasn’t new territory for her. She says, “When the boys were born, I was one 
of those mothers who sort of did everything from scratch,” up to and including making 
her own baby food.

She took up baking to provide healthy treats for the students at Croyden Avenue 
School, which her son Emmet attended. She even donated her baked goods to other 
schools and to teacher meetings and was surprised by how well they were received.  
“So then I thought it would be really neat to actually do this (as a business),” she says.

She already had an idea of what would be involved. When their children were 
young, John had given Maria a gift of a week-long course on how to run a tea shop at 
Ballymaloe Cookery School in Cork, Ireland. She really enjoyed it, so building on her 
past experiences with baking and menu planning, she decided to open a bakery in her 
Stuart Avenue home. 

At the time, her husband was on medical leave from work, battling non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma (he has now been cancer-free for seven years). So Maria enlisted him to 
build her a commercial kitchen in the basement. “It was a way to get him out of bed 
and boss him around,” she jokes. More seriously, she adds, “It was very good to have 
someone who’s handy.” 

The kitchen came together bit by bit. 
“I started off with a second-hand oven, 
and saved up enough from the bakery 
until I could buy a professional oven, 
and bought each piece of equipment as I 
went along,” she says. In addition to her 
husband, Maria is grateful to others who 
helped along the way as she got estab-
lished, such as the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture inspector who “really 
worked with us. He would rather see us 
succeed and do it properly,” she says.

Over time, Maria developed a 
devoted following of individu-
als who placed orders to pick 

up from her home, with most of her 
business coming from word of mouth. 
She also supplies the Bronson Hospital 
cafeteria with croissants, and various 
baked goods have long been available at 
the People’s Food Co-op and Sawall’s, 
where the breads, cookies, and other 
desserts have become a staple. Maria 
says, “I really need to give kudos to 
Sawall’s because they were the ones that 
carried my product. They gave me my 
first chance.” She’s also grateful to them 
for testing new products and for the 
considerable support they give to small, 
local businesses in general.

A large portion of the bakery’s sales 
have been through farmers markets at 
Bank Street, Texas Township, and Bron-
son Hospital, and Maria plans to con-
tinue having a table at the Bank Street 
and Texas Township markets this year.

Last winter she tried a new avenue 
to attract customers by partnering with 
two local farmers in a CSA (commu-
nity-supported agriculture) program. 
Swapping scones for salad greens, Maria 
had gotten to know Dennis Wilcox of 
the Blue Dog Greens organic farm at the 
Bank Street Farmers Market. He had 
been selling shares of his produce during 
the winter for several years, and she ap-
proached him with the idea of partner-
ing with her along with meat producer 
Dave Warkentien of Young Earth Farms. 

Customers could purchase food
(Continued on page 42)

Maria Brennan and an assistant find the spacious kitchen to be more workable than the previous space 
in Maria’s Victorian home, for which her business is named.
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2011 SEASON
The Green Hornet

January 8

The Lost Art
January 22

The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow

February 5

A Matter of Timing
February 19

The Widow’s Revenge
March 5

Jane Eyre
March 19

Connie Creek, School-
teacher in Scapegoat

April 2

The Three Little Pigs
April 16

Rappacini’s Daughter
April 30

One Who Saw Too Much
May 14

The Bickersons
May 28

Performances are at 6 pm:

First Baptist Church
315 W. Michigan Ave. 
Kalamazoo MI 49007
Later aired on 102.1 WMUK.
For more information:

kalamazooarts.org

O SOME PEOPLE, anyone who 
brings more chocolate into the 
world is doing a good deed. But 

Dale Anderson intends to do more than 
satisfy a few chocoholics: His new, hand-
crafted chocolate shop, “Confections 
With Convictions,” is aimed at making 
a positive impact on the local commu-
nity and across the world. The business 
opened recently in the space next door to 
the victorian Bakery at 116 W. Cross-
town Parkway. 

The route Dale took to this enter-
prise was an unlikely one, and in part it 
was influenced by a pun.

As a licensed counselor who works 
with teens in the juvenile drug treatment 
court system, Dale had long wanted to start 
a business where teens could develop skills 
and earn money as a more productive alter-
native to mandated counseling. “An hour a 
week to be required to talk to a counselor 
isn’t the best recipe for useful interaction,” 
he says.

Also a residential contractor, his 
initial thought was to start a construc-
tion business, until he realized that 
young people could not legally do most 
of the work involved, due to safety issues 
and child-labor laws. He had just given 
up on that idea when  
he made a joke that would later turn 
into reality. 

Dale had just purchased a box of 
artisanal chocolates as a valentine’s-Day 
gift for his wife shortly after he’d given up 
on the construction idea. “I’m a congenital 
punner,” he says, “and I said, ‘You know 
what I should do is start a chocolate shop 
called Confections With Convictions, 

because we’d be working with youth in the 
justice system.’ ”

After thinking about it a bit, he real-
ized the idea had potential.

“Many of the young people I work with 
are kinesthetic learners — they learn by using 
their hands,” he says. Others have Attention 
Deficit Disorder (ADD) and need to be active. 
“There’s a lot of hand work in making arti-
sanal chocolates, and it seemed like it could 
be as good a skill as any to develop and give 
kids an opportunity to make money,” he says.

Dale set out to learn to make choco-
lates, attending The French Pastry School 
in Chicago and taking classes at L.A. 
Burdick Chocolates in Walpole, N.H. On 
top of that, he says, “I’ve made several 
thousand truffles in the privacy of my 
home here.” Now he talks knowledgeably 
about everything chocolate, from how the 
cacao plant is grown, harvested, dried, 
and fermented to the politics and big 
business of chocolate to technical terms 
like ganache, couverture, tempering, and 
enrobing.

Once Dale had a plan for the business, 
he began looking for a suitable and afford-
able location. “This is near neighborhoods 
where some of the kids that I work with 
live, but it’s close to vanderSalm’s Florist 
and the hospital, and it’s also in a place 
where people who are looking for some-
thing special as a gift might feel comfortable 
coming,” he says.

Initially he thought he’d rent out the 
extra space as offices, but Maria Brennan, 
owner of the victorian Bakery, had heard 
about his business and asked if she could 
share his building. Dale says, “We have 
some complementary ideas,” such as an 

The Candy Man Can ...

Dale is justifiably proud of his handiwork at the site of his new confectionery.
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So how’s that
“sandwich thing”

working out for you?
Trying to balance work, family, and
the care of an aging loved one can

leave you tired, stressed, and pulled
in too many directions.

Bring your loved one to
Adult Day Services at Oakland Centre.

Let us provide the professional care and
loving companionship that can help you

meet the demands of your busy life.

(269)373-3200
2255 W. Centre Avenue at Oakland Drive, Portage

www.oaklandcentre.org

What are you waiting for?
Help is only a call away.

Encoread-02-11.qxd:Encore  1/18/11  11:53 AM  Page 1

Quiet, Comfortable, Affordable

RESTAURANT & TAVERN
Visit our website at www.greatlakesshippingco.com

Conveniently located at 4525 West KL Ave, east of Drake Road

Reservations 
Appreciated

375-3650
Dinner from
5:00pm daily

Choice
Aged Steaks
Fresh Fish

Slow Roasted
Prime Rib

Optimum Health
Chiropractic Center

Call for an appointment today! 269.344.4057
5833 Oakland Drive, Portage • optimumhealthchiropracticecenter.com

Our aim is to educate and motivate you, our
patients, to take an active and responsible role
in restoring and maintaining your own health
as well as the people in your life.

Dr. Craig Stull

emphasis on local sourcing and making 
things from scratch. “I think we’ll draw 
similar clientele.” 

While the concept for Dale’s business 
stemmed from a pun on “convictions,” the 
connotation of “principles” is much more 
relevant than the judicial usage of the 
word. Dale’s convictions extend beyond 
helping area youth to supporting the local 
economy as much as possible when pur-
chasing ingredients, conserving energy, 
and supporting ethical business practices 
around the world.

He says that most cocoa comes from 
Ivory Coast, where “There’s a lot of con-
troversy that that chocolate is being har-
vested by slave labor of kids, so I didn’t 
want to have a business where I was 
trying to help kids here at the expense 
of kids there.” For this reason, he seeks 
out fair-trade cocoa, for which growers 
are guaranteed a fair-market price and 
agencies monitor the use of child labor. 
He also wants to buy as much organic 
cocoa as possible, again from a con-
cern for both ends of the market chain. 
Because the organic certification ensures 
that the crops are not sprayed with toxic 
chemicals, he believes that “It’s healthier 
for the farmers and the kids on that end 
and also healthier here on this end.” 

Dale is also going to buy chocolate 
made by a cooperative of indigenous 
people in Ecuador who not only own their 
own plantations but also take the cocoa 
through all the steps of production “from 
bean to bar,” rather than selling beans 
to large cocoa processing corporations. 
In this way the cooperative earns all the 
profits and produces a high quality and 
very fresh type of chocolate. 

Confections With Convictions is open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and can be reached at 
381-9700. 

Dale Anderson spent nearly a year creating 
the space for Confections With Convictions 
and Maria Brennan’s Victorian Bakery.
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shares from any of the three businesses 
(victorian Bakery shares consist of bread 
and cookies) and pick them up bi-weekly 
at Maria’s home. In addition, Maria held 
an open house in December 2009 when 
CSA customers and others could stop 
in to sample some of her other baked 
goods. Of the whole experience, she 
says: “It was really so much fun.” She is 
participating in the joint CSA again this 
winter, with members picking up their 
shares at the bakery’s new location.

Supplying all these various custom-
ers has been enough to keep Maria and 
another full-time baker busy. Over the 
years, John, Conor, and Emmet have 
pitched in by washing dishes, packaging 
and labeling baked goods, and working 
the stands at the markets. The bakery 
now employs a staff of three.

During the farmers market season 
when sales are highest, Maria spends 12–
16 hours a day in the kitchen. Thursdays 
and Fridays are the hardest, because of 
the last-minute baking required to en-
sure the products are as fresh as possible. 
“We chose to do that. We could have 
done it differently, but we want (to get) 
everything to the customer as soon as 
we can,” Maria says. “So (we’re) making 
all the cookie doughs on Thursday and 
all the bread doughs Friday, and baking 
it off Friday night, and getting very little 
sleep because … (in the morning) you 

Brennan
(Continued from page 39)
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bellsbeer.com

25 years of creativity 
in every glass.

Providing 
Wealth Accumulation & Wealth Preservation
for our valued clients over the past 22 years including:

Entrepreneurs, Retirees, Professionals and
those facing life transitions.

M A N A G E M E N T  L T D
Stewardship | Stability | Success

7840 Moorsbridge Rd. Portage, MI 49024
269-321-8120 • 800-488-2036 

 www.lvmcapital.comstill have to bake off your cinnamon 
rolls and scones and your sourdough 
breads — they all need to be baked off 
right before the market.”

Planning what to bake is a balancing 
act. Sourdough breads, scones, and gin-
ger cookies are some of her mainstays, 
but there are variables, so sometimes she 
stops making a bread that hasn’t been 
selling, only to have someone complain 
that it’s not available. She has also tried 
to determine what to expect on a given 
market day — for example, would busi-
ness be light in late August because 
many people are away on vacation? 
unfortunately, “You really can’t judge it,” 
Maria says. “We keep numbers for each 
year for what sold, what didn’t sell, and 
what the weather was like, but we can’t 
see a pattern.”

What is available varies from day 
to day, but bakery patrons can always 
expect to find some varieties of cookies, 
small tarts, snack cakes, and chocolate 
croissants as well as other pastries. 
Newer items that are regularly avail-
able include fruit crumbles and quiche. 
Certain specialty breads and pastries, 
such as focaccia and éclairs, are generally 
only available on Friday and Saturday, 
and some items, such as whole pies 

Shelves built into the window of the new 
bakery provide an excellent space for display of 
Maria’s teapot collection.
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At Keystone, we’re passionate about investing in small business because 

healthy small businesses make for a strong community. We have ears to 

listen, and money to lend. If you’re ready to move your business forward, 

come talk to us – because we’re ready to do business.

I moved to a bank that actually  
has money to lend.

It pays to bank local. Make the move.

Visit us anytime at keystonebank.com, 
or just stop by your local branch.

a

Heilman’s
NUTS & CONFECTIONS
kind of nutty, but in a good way!
1804 South Westnedge Ave • 269-383-1188 • www.nuts2you.com

H
NUTS & CONFECTIONS
kind of nutty, but in a good way!
1804 South Westnedge Ave

8167 HeilmansEncoreAd2Fn
9.12.07
jsteen@allied-art.com

4 3/4" x 2 1/4"

eilmailmaHH n’sn’ilmailmailmailmailmailmailmailmailmailma

and cakes, must be ordered 48 hours in 
advance. 

In addition to the new bakery’s 
greater visibility, Maria enjoys hav-
ing a larger oven so she doesn’t have 

to wait for one batch of something to fin-
ish before starting another. In summer-
time, the air-conditioned shop will be a 
big improvement over her hot basement 
kitchen.

She’s also enthusiastic about her 
neighbor and landlord on Crosstown 
Parkway. The building’s owner, Dale 
Anderson, has opened an artisanal 
chocolate shop in the adjoining space. 
Like her, he is concerned with using 
local ingredients as much as possible. 
Maria says, “I’m really excited about his 
business. He does such nice chocolates; 
they have great flavor … I just think his 
business is so unique, just a great con-
cept,” she says.

Maria is a big advocate for the grow-
ing local food movement, and she wants 
to encourage others who are consider-
ing starting their own food business-
es — even if it brings a little competition. 
She cites the Michigan Cottage Food 
Law of 2010 that allows individuals to 

Brennan

The Brennan Victorian home was the  
inspiration for the name of her business.
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372-3400 www.devisserlandscape.com

Three Generations Serving Kalamazoo

sell certain types of foods made in an 
unlicensed home kitchen, not subject to 
inspection by the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture.

She says: “It’s going to be interesting 
what happens with the Cottage Laws be-
cause there are some really good bakers 
out there, and I hope it pushes them to 
do something.” 

The Victorian Bakery is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
and Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Call (269) 553-6194 to see what is avail-
able on a given day or to place an order. 

Midwinter Melancholy 

Winter hangs heavy
Like an overburdened branch
Scraping windshields, one more time
And waiting for the numb of cold to subside

Spring seems so far away
Autumn was too brief to enjoy enough
Summer, well that was eons ago
For now, everything’s quite frozen tight

Thank goodness for the inside glow
Of candles, firelight, and steaming tea
Blankets get plenty of use, a close-by friend
We huddle inside from the elements, snuggled

Rumors of blizzards, and reports not far away
Our turn, just a matter of time, always comes
And ice under snow can bring the worst of all
Humanity bonds amidst the adversity, a silver lining

Bundling is automatic now: coat, scarves, mittens
Boots from several create thawing piles near the door
Turtlenecks, and sweaters, and fleece are the norm
And the tan we once had is not even thought of anymore

Some revel in it, the skiiers, fishing-shanty dwellers and more
But if that’s not your thing, then fishtailing is the more likely action
Or doing donuts on the highway, not quite on purpose, not at all
Then holding onto the steering wheel awhile, white-knuckled for sure

Holidays sparkle to add some relief atop the dreariness
Artificial color adds hue on a canvas of only shades of grey
They brought a welcome break from what we’d only see otherwise
But as they have faded, the waiting for green begins in earnest

    By Brent Larson

Brent L. Larson is the executive director of the Allegan General Hospital Foundation. He 
is an extremely occasional poet but more often sings online and there meets friends from 
around the world. Brent is an assistant district governor for Rotary. Brent lives in Portage 
and is married and the father of two children.

Maria Brennan and Donna McClurkan, Texas 
Township Farmers Market manager, discuss 
their mutual interest in the growing local food 
movement.
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Call
323-9333

& ask how.

Visit
PortagePrinting.com

to SEE HOW.

Your brochures should

LOOK BETTER
than theirs.

1116 West Centre Avenue • Portage, MI 49024

Safe. 

Simple.

Convenient.

The Long . . . 

You don’t have to go out of your way 
to go out of town. As you make your 
winter travel plans, consider the safe, 
simple, convenient option of the 
Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International 
Airport.  Save gas, parking fees 
and time and enjoy shorter 
drives, shorter walks and 
shorter lines.

and Short of it.

The National Guards 
unit in Sofia, the 
capital of the Republic 
of Bulgaria, patrols 
the Presidential 
Palace there. The unit 
originated in 1879. 
It began to perform a 
ceremonial changing 
of the guard in Sofia in 
2003. The uniform was 
designed in 1883 and incorporates national symbols, including the St. Alexander 
Star and an eagle feather in the fur headgear. The mission of the National Guards 
unit is to demonstrate customs that preserve and assert national identity. The 
eagle feather represents bravery, freedom, and Bulgarian spirit. 

Encore contributor Robert Weir recently returned from a four-month journey to seven
nations, traveling by air, train, and ship. A related article appears in this issue of Encore.

Answer!

Around the World

(question on page 10)

We’d love to share your 
poetry with Kalamazoo-area 
readers. Please submit
a short personal profile to 
accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com
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Safe. 

Simple.

Convenient.

The Long . . . 

You don’t have to go out of your way 
to go out of town. As you make your 
winter travel plans, consider the safe, 
simple, convenient option of the 
Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International 
Airport.  Save gas, parking fees 
and time and enjoy shorter 
drives, shorter walks and 
shorter lines.

and Short of it.



KNI • 1700 Gull Road • Kalamazoo, MI 49048 • 269.342.1099 • www.kniimaging.com

Keep your options open.
Your physician has powerful tools to provide you with medical images.

Even an Olympic swimmer with a 7-foot arm span
can stretch out in KNI’s high-field open magnet.

MRI patients who need more room, who feel uneasy in 
tight spaces, or who need specialty exams for orthopedic 
procedures often find comfort in high-field open magnets. 

KNI partners with Borgess to provide the most powerful 
and versatile medical imaging equipment available in 
Southwest Michigan. Working with Premier Radiology, KNI 
has the medical expertise to provide your physician with
the test results you need.

KNI will continue to introduce area physicians to new 
developments in breast imaging, cardiac imaging, 
neuroimaging, orthopedic imaging and functional imaging. 

So, when medical imaging is important to you or your 
family, learn more about your options at www.kniimaging. com.




