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      The
Civic Theatre

Draws a Winning Pair
by Theresa Coty O’Neil

She’s a Designing 
Woman

Developing 
Young Men for 
Ninety Years

The Beat Goes On
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xperience the quality of custom cabinetry inspired by today’s lifestyle.
Designed just for you by Kirshman & Associates, a design team you can trust.

• Custom and semi-custom cabinetry.
• Countertops in solid surface, granite, quartz, 

concrete, marble, cultured marble, laminate, & more.
• Bath & Cabinet Hardware — one of the largest 

selections in the area.

❖

Bill Kirshman, CKD

See our showroom in The Shoppes at Parkview Hills

3325 Greenleaf Blvd.   Kalamazoo, MI 49008

Open Monday thru Friday, 9:00 – 5:00 • Saturday and evenings by appointment
(269) 353-1191

View our showroom online at www.kirshman.com

Kitchen & Bath Design Studio

or the ultimate in creative and functional design

Kitchen & Bath Design Studio



enhance your brand identity

(517) 627-4078 • (800) 992-9653 • www.millbrookprinting.com

If your corporate literature and communications 
aren’t achieving their intended impact, consider Millbrook.

Whether you’re looking for a strategic creative service 
or showcase-quality color printing, you can trust Millbrook’s 

team of talented professionals to deliver your message on target, 
on time and on budget. And, with world-class equipment operated 

you will find no better partner for your printing.

For more information on how we can help enhance 
your brand identity, call Andrew today at (800) 992-9653 

ext. 219 or visit us at www.millbrookprinting.com.

by some of the most talented craftsmen our state has to offer,  
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When you have a building constructed, you depend
upon a construction company to actually live up to
these words. CSM Group has a reputation for doing
just that. As Construction Management specialists, we
have the expertise to make solid decisions. Owners
trust our judgment—and we earn their trust every day.

It’s performance that generates customer loyalty. 
Let us earn yours.They’re just words, until the 

millions involved are yours.

Judgment.
Integrity. 

Professionalism.

Galesburg, MI • Grand Rapids, MI
www.csmgroup.com • info@csmgroup.com

Happy New Year. We made it through the holidays. You know, it isn’t 
really just the last week of December that so many find stressful. In 

fact, the whole last quarter of the year can get to 
us if we aren’t careful. Along with the joy of the 
festive season, the anxiety also begins to build 
around the end of September as we think of 
what’s ahead.

As October progresses, our thoughts turn 
to candy and costumes. We eagerly buy candy 
for the children who visit on Halloween, but 
we don’t want it in the house to tempt us for 

three weeks. Some of us have children who will need costumes, or, 
perhaps, we have been invited to a party and need a costume of our 
own. But, ultimately, we enjoy that hectic, final day of October.

Relatively unscathed from Halloween, we gleefully replace the 
orange and black around the house with turkeys and pilgrims for 
Thanksgiving. At this time many of us are either getting ready for 
some visiting relatives or preparing to become the visitor in another’s 
home. Suddenly the Christmas sales are upon us. Personally, I’m 
never ready to “think Christmas” until I’ve enjoyed Thanksgiving, 
so I do my best to ignore the retailers for a few more weeks. After 
polishing off tons of turkey, piles of potatoes and multiple slices of 
pumpkin pie, it should be time to sit back and just relax. 

But, alas, the retailers are relentless in their pursuit of our 
hard-earned dollars. We put away the turkeys and start to dig 
for things red and green. It’s time to string up those lights, both 
inside and out, (I swear the lights worked when I put them 
away last year) and start to decorate the house for Christmas. 
The words “spend money” nag at us. So off we go to buy just 
the right gift for everyone on our list — and then the holiday 
comes, and all goes well. Before we know it another memorable 
Christmas has come and gone.

For the past three months we have taken care of everyone 
else at the expense of our forgotten selves. And while that’s 
part of truly enjoying the holiday times, now maybe it’s time to 
worry about “good ole No.1.” So find a way to pamper yourself 
a bit. Sit back, relax, and, have an enjoyable 2007.
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* For taxpayers aged 50 and older.

A.G. Edwards does not render legal, accounting or tax-preparation advice. 
You should consult your tax and legal advisors for your specific situation.
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Regular contributions to a traditional IRA, Roth IRA or both 
can help you reach your retirement goals. With annual 
contribution limits at $4,000 and an additional $1,000 
for catch-up contributions,* it’s not too late to start making 
your dreams a reality.

IRA
IT’S MORE THAN A CATCHY NAME.
IT’S A POWERFUL INVESTMENT VEHICLE. 

In serving you, we generally act as a broker-dealer but may act as an investment 
advisor for certain accounts for which we are appointed as investment advisor, and our 
obligations will vary with the role we play. Unless we otherwise specifically indicate in 
writing, we are acting only as a broker-dealer. Please consult “Important Information 
About Your Relationship With A.G. Edwards” on agedwards.com/disclosures for a 
discussion of the differences between our brokerage and advisory services. 
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The Kalamazoo Civic 

Theatre is in the capable 
hands of artistic director 
MORRIE ENDERS 

and managing director 
 KRISTEN CHESAK.
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talented team at SKP Design.
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N THe CORNeR of Kristen 
Chesak’s Kalamazoo Civic 
Theatre desk sits a Magic 8 Ball, 
a Christmas gift from seasons 

ago when Chesak became The Civic’s 
production manager, a job that follows 
a show from strike to set and involves 
thousands of decisions. “The 8 Ball can 
bring levity to problem solving,” said 
Chesak, no stranger to solving problems, 
with literally hundreds of full-scale pro-
ductions to her credit.

Had she consulted a Magic 8 Ball 12 

years ago, when she was freshly gradu-
ated from Kalamazoo College and a new 
Civic design intern, about whether or 
not she would ever be the one running 
the show, the answer may have come up: 
“Without a Doubt.”

Chesak wouldn’t have believed it.
But in October 200�, when Duwain 

Hunt stepped down from his head post at 
this the third-largest community theater 
in the nation, Chesak is the one to whom
he passed the torch. Because of The

(continued on page 10)

Magic 8 Ball, Et.  Al.

Norman Carver Sr., above left, was part of 
the group that started the Kalamazoo Civic 
Players during the summer of 1929. He 

served as managing director until his retirement 
in 1974. Son Jim Carver, above, began his Civic 
career as a production assistant in 1958 and 
served as managing director from 1974 until 
he retired in 1997. The thrice-used setting of 
our cover photo is a tribute to the Carvers’ long 
service at the Civic.

OOKristen Chesak’s real
job ultimately came

in theater,
despite her

earlier belief 
that stage
work wasn’t exactly

“career”  material.
8  E N C O R E  •  J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 7



ORRIe eNDeRS is a “self-pro-
claimed theater evangelist.” 
He has earned his pulpit as 
artistic director of The Kal-

amazoo Civic Theatre, the third largest 
community theater in the United States. 

enders comes to the Kalamazoo 
Civic with a breadth of theater and life 
experience that has helped shape his 
perceptions. From his 20-plus years of 
community theater work that includes 
world travel and award-winning produc-
tions to the devastating death in 2002 of 
his wife, Dawn, also a theater devotee, 
enders has been forced to ask life’s “great 
questions.” And he’s looked to theater for 
the answers.

“I believe that theater enriches, 
changes and saves lives,” said enders 

recently in his Carver Center office. “I 
think if you asked people what happens 
at the corner of South and Park, probably 
they would say ‘plays.’ What really hap-
pens is lives are transformed.”

effusive and enthusiastic, enders 
calls himself a “grown-up in the theater,” 
someone who understands that the 
process of the production takes at least 
equal billing with the product. His “fa-
vorite place in the world is the rehearsal 
room,” where he has seen, time and 
again, new and old actors alike blossom 
into being more than they thought they 
could be. “It’s what happens to people on 
the way to the production that interests 
me,” he said. “That’s why I’m a director.

“I’ve had some very interesting
(continued on page 14)

The Civic’s New Artistic Wizard

Artistic director Morrie Enders 
and managing director Kristen 
Chesak take a rare break in the 
seats of The Civic auditorium.

“When I arrived in
Kalamazoo as an intern, 

it was like 
entering Oz,” 

remembers 
artistic

director Morrie Enders 
about his initial

impression of The Civic.

M

Stories by Theresa Coty O’Neil
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Civic’s dramatic growth over the past 
decade with the addition of two build-
ings, including Parish Theatre, and the 
expansion of the staff from 17 to 38, 
Hunt decided it was time to split the 
position into Managing Director and 
Artistic Director (a position that went to 
Morrie enders, see companion story).

“I’ve seen every transition from Jim 
Carver to now so I could see how this 
opportunity would work,” said Chesak, 
adding “I have such a love for theater 
and for this theater in particular that I 
feel very fortunate to have the opportu-
nity to act as its chief steward.”

Born in 1972, Chesak, the oldest of 
three siblings, grew up in Tukwila, a burg 
near Seattle. Her mother, Cynthia, is a 
drama and english teacher at the same 
high school Chesak attended, and her 
father, Harold, is an engineer for Boeing. 
And while Chesak acted in a couple of 
plays in high school and college — once 
as a bag lady and another time as a 
dragon — she assumed she would follow 
in her father’s science and math-based 
footsteps and become a genetic engineer. 

“I was one of those people in high 
school, and early on in college, who 
didn’t really think working in the 
theater was a real job,” she joked, while 
adding she has since learned: “This is 
not only a real job, but really very nec-
essary to create a functional, enlight-
ened and enriched community.”

When it came time for college, Che-
sak chose Kalamazoo College because 
she liked its liberal arts focus, even 
though her first visit to Kalamazoo was 
potentially disheartening because ar-
rangements to pick her up at the airport 
fell through and she was left stranded. 
Using her own ingenuity, she caught a 
taxi, and found herself at ‘K’ College’s 
Spanish House near midnight where she 
was greeted with open arms.

“If the atmosphere of the college 
was like this, well that was the place for 
me,” she said.

But if it hadn’t been for fruit flies, 
her future may have taken a whole dif-
ferent course. “I intended to go out in 

typical K College fashion and save the 
world,” said Chesak, who did her career 
internship at Purdue University in AIDS 
research. She planned to get her degree 
and find a cure for a disease.

However, a work-study job clean-
ing up petri dishes and chasing down 
errant fruit flies quickly soured her on 
working in the science building.

So where did she turn? To the 
theater. 

In keeping with her math and 
science talents, the technical side of 
theater has always been what had at-
tracted Chesak. She started working in 
The Civic office and soon transferred 
to the scene shop where a whole new 
world opened up.

“The idea that there was this op-
portunity to do more than coffee-can 
lights intrigued me,” she said. “This was 
the first time I realized people can make 
a career out of this. That this can be a 
living and you can like what you do.”

In college, Chesak first added 
theater as an academic concentration, 
then as a double major, and finally, she 
dropped her biology and chemistry 
focus to the level of concentration and 
picked up theater arts and communica-
tion as her major.

Another item on Chesak’s desk 
is a heavy brass paperweight 
with the deeply-engraved word 

“BOSS.” The paperweight, which used 
to sit on the desk of the Civic’s illustri-
ous former managing director, James 
Carver, was a gift from him when 
Chesak took the helm. It serves as a 
reminder of her own Civic beginnings 
as well as the evolution of a theater 
that has continued to set the standard 
for the nation. Carver, who grew up 
in the theater when it was under the 
direction of his father, Norman Carver 
Sr., reigned for 23 years until his own 
retirement in 1997. What followed were 

Chesak
(continued from page 8)

As managing director, Kristen Chesak spends 
more time in her office than in her previous 
roles at The Civic.

Jim Carver served as a mentor for Kristen Chesak as he also did for current artistic director Morrie 
Enders and many other Civic affiliates during his 23 years at the helm.
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When it comes to 
your retirement, there’s 
a Wiser way to invest.

Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services Offered Through
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6100 Stadium Drive ■ Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009
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Experience makes all the difference in the
success of your financial plan. Let the professional team 

of R.B. Wiser & Associates manage your investments.
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■ Certified Financial 
Planner™ Practitioners

■ Retirement Planning
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Call today for a free consultation.
Your future is important. 

Answer on page 53.

What distinctive peeling bark
of this tree gives the species
its common name?

Out on a Limb

a series of managing directors — first 
Don Bachmann, then Betsy Bennett, 
and, finally, Hunt.

Chesak remembers Carver’s Civic 
years fondly. “He was a good guy,” she 
said. “He knew how to take care of his 
employees. He had a sense of fair-
ness and a sense of instilling values to 
maintain the tradition and history of the 
theater. He did it in such a way that you 
were proud to be a part of it,” said Che-
sak of Carver, who served as an inspira-
tion to her and still calls her “kid.”

“I’ll always be a kid to Carver,” she 
said.

Following graduation from Kal-
amazoo College, Chesak applied for a 
scenic-design internship at The Civic be-
cause her first love, lighting design, had 
already been filled. She was immediately 
in love with the atmosphere at The Civic, 
and stayed on to fill the lighting design 
position the following year.

“More than anything it was the 
staff and volunteers here, the way they 
approached their work, that drew me,” 
she said. “The staff here really took the 
time to make sure I was learning what I 
needed to learn. I got the chance to make 
mistakes and learn from my mistakes.”

When Chesak arrived on the 
scene, The Civic, with its many theater 
offshoots, including Civic Black Theatre 
and Civic Arena Theatre, which oper-
ated with their own boards but under 
one umbrella, put on 24 shows a year. 
Typical were 12-to-14-hour work days, 
and with a small staff of 17, everyone was 
“like family.”

“Could I have sustained that for 12 
years?” Chesak asked. “Probably not.”

Now, with the addition of Parish 
Theatre and everything put under one 
organization, the staff has more than 
doubled, while productions have de-
creased in amount to a more manageable 
14 as they have increased in scope. 

“It still feels like family. I don’t think 
we’ve lost that feeling. It’s become a kind 
of extended family,” she said, adding that 
as the size of the organization grows, the 
expectations are also higher.

11J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 7  •  E N C O R E 



Technology really caught hold, as 
well, Chesak said. She witnessed the 
movement from manual light boards to 
pre-set light boards and the movement in 
set construction from wood to steel.

“The thing I loved about it was that 
I got to learn the technology of theater 
that had been used for �0 years before 
it changed,” said Chesak, adding that 
“the art of running a show has changed. 
Newer technologies have made the ex-
ecution of a show physically easier. The 
challenge now is teaching the technology 
so that our volunteers understand the 
process that leads up to pushing a button 
and having the lights change.”

In June 1997, following the end of 
Chesak’s internships, everything she 
owned “in this world” including her cat, 
Shadow, was packed into a U-Haul that 
was parked in the driveway of the Intern 
House on the corner of Cedar and Potter. 
A theater facility managing position for a 
high school in Seattle awaited her.

Then the phone rang. There was to 
be a new “carpenter” position opening 
up at the Civic. Would she apply?

Absolutely — and she was offered 
the job immediately.

“I was the carpenter for a little over 
a year,” said Chesak, who added that 
her experience put her in good stead 
for understanding building operations 
now. “I loved working in the shop, loved 
being a carpenter, wasn’t sure what I was 
planning to do for the rest of my life, but 
I was pretty happy.”

In November of 1998, the resident 
lighting and sound designer left The 
Civic, and Chesak thought: “Hey, that’s 
what I went to school for. That’s what I 
really want to do.”

Item number three on Chesak’s 
desk is a conspicuous red button 
that, when pressed, says: “that was 

easy.” The easy button, a gift from Hunt 
when he passed Chesak the torch, helps 
lighten the mood of staff meetings, she 
said, when things aren’t going as well as 
hoped.

From 2001 until when Hunt retired, 

Chesak stayed in the same position of 
lighting and sound designer, a job she 
loved because of its artistic element and 
its “instant gratification.” Her superb or-
ganizational skills continued to help ad-
vance her. Hunt asked if she would also 
take the production manager position, 

a job that requires 
oversight of the en-
tire production, from 
design to strike. Be-
cause there was some 
overlap between the 
two positions, the 
combination seemed 
natural.

Then in April 
of 200�, Hunt called 
Chesak. “He said, 
‘You need to go meet 
with the board. I put 
your name in for a 
new position.’” He 
told Chesak he was 
retiring, but it wasn’t 
yet formally an-

nounced. 
The interview process began a week 

later, and shortly after she received a 
phone call from then board president 
Sandra Gagie offering her the job.

Looking back, Chesak said it was a 
fairly logical next step from production 
manager to managing director, but it 

still surprised her. 
“I never thought 
I’d be at The Civic 
this long,” she said. 
“There were a couple 
of times along the 
way I thought maybe 
I should move on 
and do something 
else, but the oppor-
tunity to do some-
thing else showed 
up right here, and I 
stayed.”

In her current 
capacity, Chesak is 
in charge of facilities, 
fund development, 
programming and 
overall budget and 
planning.

“I don’t come 
in and do the same 
thing every day, 
which is good,” she 

Chesak

Civic marketing director Ben Zylman and Kristen Chesak view materials 
for an upcoming show.

An early job at The Civic had Kristen Chesak working in the scene shop 
with former technical director Jon Reeves.
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said. And, she joked, the organizational 
work required helps fulfill her slight 
“obsessive-compulsive disorder.”

In the fall of 2004, Chesak had 
begun a fairly new academic pursuit 
at Western Michigan University called 
Performing Arts Administration through 
the College of Fine Arts, of which Hunt 
had heartily approved and she is still en-
rolled. This course work also has served 
her well as she “steers the ship.”  

Another item on Chesak’s desk is a 
metal golf puzzle, a Christmas present 
from her brother, Justin; the two siblings 
have a longstanding tradition of trying 
to find challenging perplexities for each 
other at Christmas.

 Chesak, a beginning golfer, hasn’t 
had a lot of chances to get out on the 
course because she’s been busy in her 
new position and studies at WMU, but 
after she completes her master’s in fine 
arts this spring, she’s hoping that will 
change. “You don’t get outside a whole 
lot in this field,” she explained.

Meanwhile, she’s fixing up a house 
she owns jointly with Janine Black, 
and she also shares two dogs and three 
cats with her. Her carpentry skills have 
proved to be a huge asset on the home-
front.

even from her new and fairly lofty 
post, the thrill of working for the theater 
hasn’t left her. “Nothing substitutes a live 
art form,” she said. “I was drawn to the-
ater more than other art forms. I relate to 
the verbal aspect of it, the sense of sto-
rytelling, the sense of gathering together 
to express something as a group. I love 
how the energy of the audience and the 
energy of the cast influence each other. 
When you experience something collec-
tively, it gives you a sense of belonging.”

For now, Chesak is content to 
pursue small goals, like taking a cooking 
class, fixing up her home, and improving 
her golf game. For the time being, she 
said, “No more brass rings.”

Biggest brass ring: BOSS.
How did she do it? That was easy.
What’s next? Consult the Magic 8 

Ball: “Ask again later.” 
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The Park Club offers the best in food, service and
comfort for both business and social occasions.

We invite you to come join this wonderful tradition.
Ask about our Centennial membership packages.

219 W. South Street   Kalamazoo   381-0876   www.parkclub.net

The Park Club…
100 years of fine dining and service

Established in 1904

experiences,” said enders, who has, 
in his one year in his new position, 
already directed The Civic’s “42nd 
Street,” “Anything Goes,” “Cats” and 
“Ruthless!” “And I think all of that 
comes together to give me a foundation 
that’s going to inform my job here.”

enders comes straight to Kalama-
zoo from 18 years as the successful ar-
tistic/managing Director of La Crosse 
Community Theatre in La Crosse, 
Wisc. And while it was difficult to 
leave La Crosse after such a long 
tenure, he feels at home in Kalamazoo, 
having twice before made the city his 
temporary residence. “I’m like Morrie’s 
comet,” he said of his past stints here, 
once in 198� as The Civic’s direct-
ing intern, followed by a position as 
marketing supervisor and director of 
Festival Playhouse, and again in 199� 
as a visiting director for “Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof.”

In 200�, Duwain Hunt, the 
Civic’s former managing director, 
decided to split the head position of the 
growing theater into two positions, one 
more managerial, and one more artistic. 
The managerial position went to long-
time Civic staffer Kristen Chesak. And 
the artistic position went to enders, who 
apparently couldn’t resist Kalamazoo’s 

gravitational pull. 
A native Michigander raised in 

Mount Pleasant, enders caught the drama 
bug early, and by fifth grade got a part 
playing a king for which he wore his own 
bathrobe. The youngest of four children, 
with a gap of eight years between him and 
his next-oldest sibling, enders enjoyed 

the encouragement of his parents, 
Calvin and Betty, who supported his 
choice of career, even taking the 10-
hour drive to see each of his shows in 
La Crosse. 

In sixth grade, during “the first 
earth Days,” he wrote, along with a 
fellow classmate, an ecology musi-
cal. “We gave ourselves the leading 
roles,” he joked. And in seventh grade, 
enders joined the Drama Club, where 
he had a teacher who taught him the 
wrong direction for stage right and 
stage left that continues to plague him. 

“everybody in life is trying to 
find a place where they fit,” enders 
said. “For me it was the theater. I was 
a nerd. The only time I was popular 
was when the plays were running.”

He continued to pursue his dra-
matic interests into high school, help-
ing form the Community Players of 
Mount Pleasant and having the good 

fortune to find teacher Jack Sharrar, who 
was the rare “drama teacher first and an 
english teacher second,” and who exerted 
a profound influence on enders’ life.

“What I had during those formative 
years is someone who knew what he was 
doing,” he said. “He took me under his 
wings. That’s also what I try to do for 
people.”

Enders
(continued from page 9)

Morrie Enders, The Civic artistic director.
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We care…when you can’t
put your best foot forward
• Bone & Joint Surgery

• Diabetic Foot Care

• Sports Medicine

• Physical Therapy

• New Patients Welcome

• 1212 South Park Street,
Kalamazoo

DOUGLAS F.
BREWER, D.P.M.

GEOFFREY E.
CLAPP, D.P.M.

RICK W.
TILLER, D.P.M.

K A L A M A Z O O
FOOT SURGERY, P.C.

After earning his bachelor’s in act-
ing/directing from Central Michi-
gan University, enders directed

for short stints at various community the-
aters around the United States, including 
some in Indiana and Alaska. eventually 
he decided to pursue a master’s in direct-
ing at the University of Utah.

Just before graduation in 1984, 
enders noticed a brochure on the bulletin 
board that announced Kalamazoo Civic 
Theatre internships. He applied and 
shortly thereafter, received a call welcom-
ing him on board from James Carver.

“When I arrived in Kalamazoo as an 
intern, it was like entering Oz,” enders 
said. The Kalamazoo Civic has a reputa-
tion, perhaps unbeknownst to many of 
its own residents, as being “one of the 
premier theaters in the country, one of the 
most beautiful community theaters in the 
country.”

At the end of his Kalamazoo tenure, 
Carver handed the La Crosse job an-
nouncement to enders and said, “Hey, 
this might be for you.” 

“I feel like I’m Jim Carver’s adopted 
son because I learned a lot sitting at his 
knee,” said enders, who made frequent 
calls to Carver during the first years of 
his La Crosse job because he “didn’t know 
what the heck” he was doing.

“Oddly enough, community theater 
was willing to pay for me to direct, and 
suddenly I had a career,” enders said. 
“And now I can’t imagine doing any other 
kind of theater. At other levels you are 
so focused on the product that you don’t 
care about people along the way, and that 
would kill me.”

While the facilities in La Crosse were 
very different from Kalamazoo’s, enders 

said, he basically tried to turn La Crosse 
into a Kalamazoo. A new building was the 
theater’s most pressing need. The original 
theater, built in 1968 as a “stepping-stone 
theater,” had no stage right, no fly space 
(the space above the stage for lowering 
drops or scenery), and no orchestra pit. 

La Crosse turned out to be pivotal in 
more ways than one. From the moment

(continued on page 50)

As director of “Ruthless” (January 26 – February 10), Morrie Enders (at right with Christmas tie) conducts 
an early production meeting with the technical staff of the show.
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eSPITe THe “SKIP” acronym 
created by her initials and 
corporate logo, Sondra K. 
Phillips of SKP Design doesn’t 

skip a beat as she moves to the rhythm 
of the proverbial different drummer. 
Within her presence is a highly charged 
undercurrent of creative energy — barely 
contained — just waiting to burst forth.

“I’m ambitious,” she admits, almost 
apologetically. As the principal and 
owner of the highly successful Kalama-
zoo-based design firm, her relatively 
young age belies her depth of experience. 

Phillips founded SKP Design in 
November of 1996 after working with 
design and architectural firms in Chi-
cago and Kalamazoo, in corporate facili-
ties management for the former First of 
America Bank and as a project manager 
for Workspace Solutions. She gradu-
ated from the University of Michigan in 
1989 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
and has also lent her talents to teaching 
classes at the Kalamazoo Institute of 
Arts (KIA) and as an adjunct professor 
of Interior Design at Western Michigan 
University (WMU).

“I returned to Kalamazoo in 1991, 
only intending to stay for a year to ride 
out the recession,” she recalls. That plan 
changed when she took a position as 

a space planner for First 
of America and met Doug 
Phillips, the man who would 
eventually become her 
husband. 

Typically handling 
20–2� design projects at 
any given time, the 10-
year-old SKP Design firm 
completes an average of 7� 
projects each year, from res-
taurants, resorts and hotels 
to retirement communities, 
retail spaces and corporate 
offices across the Midwest. 
The only independent, 
full-service, commercial, 
interior-design operation 
in Kalamazoo — most 
others are associated with 
architectural firms — SKP 
Design employs six people. The roster 
includes two full-time designers/project 
managers, two full-time design as-
sistants, two student interns and one 
administration/maintenance person. 
The design crew gathers together to 
pool its creative resources in the SKP 
Design studio on the sixth floor of the 
Haymarket in downtown Kalamazoo. 
The walls of the loft area are bedecked 
with colorful fabric swatches — plus 

sample charts for paints, flooring and 
other tools of the trade. Photographs 
showcasing past projects are scattered 
strategically throughout the office 
space, providing incoming clients with 
a glimpse of what Phillips calls “the 
wow factor” in their designs. 

“Our current and future focus will 
be on the growing hospitality industry,” 
Phillips notes, including restaurants, 
spas, retail, resorts and hotels. “We’re 

The SKP Design team includes Megan Burtzloff, Amy Goodwin, 
Sondra Phillips and Marissa Jekabson.
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now known for creating a metropolitan 
‘wow factor’ that enables us to bring 
Chicago-style interior space concepts to 
our hospitality designs.”

SKP Design’s successful projects 
in that target market range from the 
luxurious Grand Traverse Resort and 
Spa in Traverse City to the Zazios Italian 
Bar and Grill in the Kalamazoo Radis-
son. Zazios is a prime example of SKP’s 
intriguing perspective on the use of color 

fusion to jazz up a space 
without jangling the nerves. 
Instead of crowding or 
clashing, the combinations 
of vibrant patterns comple-
ment the hip, urban space. 
That sense of “destination” 
enhances the dining experi-
ence.

 Meshing elements that 
entice the eye and add depth 
and warmth to a space takes 
special talent. You can see 
that creative spark in play 
when you’re unwinding 
after a hockey game at the 
Icehouse in Wings Stadium. 
A sumptuous SKP Design 
also surrounds diners as 
they enjoy the gastronomi-
cal delights of cheesecake 

at R. Stanley’s Diner in Portage. Ditto for 
a bowl of soup at the prototype Komatz 
Soupery or a cup of java at Beaner’s. In 
fact, the design for the Beaner’s Coffee 
outlets may sweep the nation. Beaner’s 
is considered one of the fastest growing 
franchises in the Midwest. Over the next 
two years, the SKP design theme will 
be spun off for �0 coffee shops already 
under contract in six states. 

The Two Interior D’s

There’s a big difference between 
interior decorating and interior design, 
but many people still confuse the two, 
according to Phillips. Interior decorators 
work with surface enhancement, while 
interior design encompasses a much 
broader spectrum of commercial ser-
vices. “Creating the design and working 
with colors is just one portion of com-
pleting our projects,” Phillips stresses.

“As interior design professionals, we 
are responsible for total project manage-
ment. We need to know the pricing and 
technical specifications of materials such 
as paint, flooring or carpeting, along 
with space planning, furniture, light-
ing, budgeting and the preparation of 
detailed construction documents.”

Communication is also a constant 
factor, with SKP staff working closely 
with architects, construction managers, 
contractors, suppliers, distributors and 
even the moving coordinators for final 
furnishings. There’s also the constant 
demand to be creative and fresh while 
meeting paperwork deadlines and 
paying close attention to details. “One 
tiny slip on a number can mean you’ve 
ordered green carpeting instead of blue,” 

Philip Kunze poses with daughter Sondra Phillips at the 10th 
anniversary celebration of SKP Design in October 2006. Mother 
Karen (inset in a traditional dress) provides a Norwegian  
influence.

Sondra Phillips can trace her design “heritage” back to her great-great-grandfather, 
who worked in Chicago in the 1880s.
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Sondra points out.
Despite the heavy workload, Phil-

lips and her team are fully invested in 
mentoring fledgling design professionals 
through the hiring of student interns 
and allowing high school students the 
opportunity to “job shadow.” “It’s worth 
it to help develop an interest in our 
profession and add to the pool of creative 
minds for the future,” Sondra states. 

Amy Goodwin, the senior designer 
and project manager for SKP Design, 
is a 2001 graduate of Michigan State 
University. Despite the longstanding 
rivalry between the Spartans and Phil-
lips’ Wolverines, the team spirit Amy 
and Sondra share ensures they’re on 
the winning side in the interior design 
game. “Once we come up with the actual 
design concept, there’s a lot of collabora-

tion,” Goodwin notes. 
“We gather feedback 
from the client and each 
other.”

Amy first met Son-
dra when, as a student 
in her last semester at 
MSU, she interviewed 
Phillips for a research 
paper. Sondra was im-
pressed and called Amy 
back the next day to 
offer her an internship, 
eventually hiring her 
when she graduated. 
Six years later, Amy says she still doesn’t 
mind the commute from Grand Rapids 
to work at the Kalamazoo firm. “I can 
honestly say that I remain excited about 
coming to work every day.”  

SKP Design has used its considerable talents to assist a 
wide variety of clients, both established and new busi-
nesses, with original style from scratch or for updates 

and renovation. In fact, there have been 4� such projects in 10 
years in downtown Kalamazoo alone. The list includes Zazios 
and Idun Salon/Spa in the Radisson, the Arcus Foundation 
— Depot Landmark, Irving S. Gilmore Foundation — Fifth 
Third Building, Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, First National Bank of Michigan — Headquarters and 
Downtown Branch, Millennium’s Union Cabaret/Grille and 
epic Bistro — both on the Kalamazoo Mall, A.G. edwards 
— Cornerstone, the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, Bronson’s 
new Administration Building, the Northside Association for 
Community Development and Shakespeare’s Pub. Over the 
past decade, SKP has put its signature on the changing face of 
Kalamazoo’s urban core, bringing a dash of metropolis to this 
smaller cityscape.

“Zazios was a turning point in our color adventure,” 
Sondra Phillips notes. “Bill Johnston was one of the first few 
clients who actually wanted more and brighter — more vivid 
color. Since people have seen what we’ve done in Zazios, many 
local clients are becoming less afraid of allowing our design-
ers to incorporate more color into their work environments or 
residential spaces.”

Some downtown ventures are still in the works, including 

the renovation of the former Upjohn administration building. 
It was slated for demolition, but Bronson Methodist Hospital 
stepped in with plans for its re-use. Phillips says her firm will 
restore some of Building  no. 24’s art-deco styling, using some of 
the original architect’s photos from the 1930s. 

The Depot Landmark on East Michigan Avenue, home of the Arcus 
Foundation,  is a SKP Design interior.
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Sondra Phillips

Along with Goodwin, the other 
members of the SKP Design team are 
assistants Marissa Jekabson, a WMU 
graduate, and Megan Burtloff, degreed 
from Kendall College of Art and Design.
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Cosmetic and 
Reconstructive Surgery
• Cosmetic Facial Surgery

Facial Rejuvenation
• Liposuction/Body Contouring
• Laser Surgery
• Abdominal Lipectomy

(tummy tuck)
• Botox
• Breast Augmentation
• Breast Reduction
• Eyelid Surgery
• Breast Reconstruction
• Burn Reconstruction
• Scar Revisions
• Skin Cancer
• Complete Separate

Specialized Skin Care Center

(269) 372-3000 • 1-800-624-0004
Skin Care Center (269) 375-2672
7901 South 12th Street, Suite 100, Portage
3600 Capital Ave., Suite 102, Battle Creek

Over 30 Years
Combined Experience

Michael C. Nave, MD
Alan S. Messinger, MD

Certified by the American
Board of Plastic Surgery 

Off the Beaten Path

In addition to the Michaywe resort 
in Gaylord, SKP Design has created the 
interiors for the Grand Traverse Resort, 
plus the Grand Beach and Sugar Beach 
hotels in the Traverse City area. Phillips 
says her design team puts a 360-degree 
emphasis on feature areas and focal 
points, to create hospitality spaces that 
look good from every angle. “When you 
go to a restaurant, you may end up sit-
ting in one of a hundred different seats, 
so every view should be interesting,” she 
stresses. “We also apply that concept to 
rectilinear office or corporate environ-
ments to change a simple space into one 
that’s more exciting or inviting. Those 
focal points and features are achieved 
through the use of color, patterns, tex-
ture, shapes and angles.” 

There should be a warning label 
placed somewhere in the SKP Design 
office that reads: “Intense creative 
brainstorming may interfere with life’s 
mundane necessities.” Team travel to 
and from various projects in the north-
ern lower peninsula of Michigan has 
proved to be a challenge, Sondra recalls 
with a smile. “We were all so immersed 
in our discussions and planning en 
route, we almost ran out of gas several 
times in remote areas of northern Michi-
gan. We had to resort to putting notes on 
the dashboard that said, ‘get gas’ so we 
wouldn’t forget.” 

That trip became an ongoing office 
joke, with the staff constantly reminding 
each other to “get gas” as they have gone 
about their daily routines. 

All kidding aside, there was a traffic 
accident in Kalamazoo that could have 
had serious repercussions for SKP Design. 
That event changed the way the staff 
travels. Sondra recounts a pleasant trip to 
an area day spa with a two-fold purpose: 
relaxation and research for upcom-
ing spa design projects. The refreshing 
interlude and rejuvenation did not last 
long, though. Sondra, Amy and the two 
design assistants were on Stadium Drive, 
returning to their downtown office when 
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Sondra Phillips

they were rear-ended by an inattentive 
motorist. Slight cases of whiplash negated 
the spa-induced stress relief. 

Since then, the staff makes a 
concerted effort to ride separately in 
individual vehicles. “If that had been 

a more serious accident, it could have 
wiped out the entire office,” Sondra 
states. Tongue firmly in cheek, she says 
office policy now frowns on team out-
ings. The staff is only allowed to relax 
one at a time.

One of the new SKP Design 
projects currently under 
construction is the Girl Scouts 

of Glowing embers Council Program 
and Training center, at the corner of 
Crosstown Parkway and Maple Street. 
SKP Design is working in conjunction 
with: CSM Group on construction man-
agement; O’Boyle, Cowell, Blalock & 
Associates landscape architects; and Hal 
Hayes of H3 and Design Plus architects. 
All the firms have donated time to the 
project. The 27,000-square-foot build-
ing will house the GSGeC staff offices, 
meeting spaces, a retail store, a library, 
and conference centers.  The state-of-
the-art facility incorporates eco-friendly, 
“green” technology, and the grounds 
will feature international gardens and 
outdoor instructional space.

The expanded space will allow 

multiple troops to gather for programs 
on a regular basis. “It’s a place for girls 
from all across Michigan to learn leader-
ship skills and feel comfortable sharing 
personal aspects of their lives,” says 
GSGeC CeO Jan Barker. Adult educa-
tional seminars that reinforce tolerance, 
growth and diversity will also be avail-
able for the community.

“The new building will fit well into 
the neighborhood and the streetscape,” 
Barker adds. “The cooperation and team 
effort that has gone into its design and 
construction is an example of the con-
nectivity and commitment to social bet-
terment that are part of the foundation of 
our organization.” 

Completion of the project is targeted 
for June 2007.

As former Girl Scouts, project man-
agers Sondra Phillips and Amy Goodwin 

The interior of IdUN Spa Salon in the Radisson Plaza Hotel provides a relaxing environment.
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An Artistic Offshoot of the Family Tree

The “K” in SKP Design stands for 
Sondra’s middle name, which is also her 
maiden name of Kunze. Husband Doug 
Phillips is business development man-
ager with CSM Group, a construction 
management fi rm. When fi rst meeting 
at First of America, Sondra was in the 
corporate facilities division and Doug 
traveled all over the state as an FOA 
branch bank building project manager. 
They were married in August 1994 and 
have two children: Daniel John, age 4 
1/2, and 1-year-old Kate elizabeth. 

Sondra’s father, Philip J. Kunze, 
has a marketing accountability busi-
ness, is an adjunct professor of graphic 
design in the School of Art at WMU and 
is developing a storytelling product. He 
worked as an art director and in market-
ing management positions at The Upjohn 
Company for 2� years, retiring in 1994.

Sondra’s mother, Karen, is retired 
from her position in patient registration 
at Borgess Medical Center. She spent 

are excited about helping to create 
this new landmark, along with acting 
as role models and mentors for girls. 
“Since this will be a learning center, 
we incorporated color coding on the 
plumbing pipes and other fi xtures so 
the girls can learn about architecture 
and building construction,” Goodwin 
points out.  “The furniture will be 
youthful and easily moved, like a fun 
and funky outdoor chair sculpture 
shaped like a dog,” Phillips adds.

The new facility embodies form, 
function and philanthropy, with the 
donated professional services and area 
foundation contributions to the local 
Girl Scout council’s successful $7.4 mil-
lion capital campaign. Those funds are 
being used to build the new Program 
and Training Center, plus improvements 
to the Camp Merrie Woode facilities.  
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most of her life as a homemaker before 
pursuing a graduate degree in gerontolo-
gy from WMU to add to her BA. Sondra’s 
parents met in high school and both 
graduated from Kent State University. 
The U.S. Army took them to Orleans, 
France, in the mid-1960s, Phil as a 
captain in the Signal Corps and Karen 
working for the American Red Cross.

Sondra has a sibling, erik, who now 
lives in Wyoming following a seven-year 
stint as a field service engineer with Ford 
Motor Company in New York. He cur-
rently is working in the dealership arena 
for Ford in the western United States.

Artistic talents apparently run in the 
German Kunze bloodline, going back five 
generations to master carpenter Johann 
Gottlob Kunze in the early 1800s. After 
the family emigrated to the United States 
in 18�6, Johann’s son, Rudolph edward 
emil Kunze, became an accomplished 
wood engraver in Chicago. Successive gen-
erations continued the tradition, with Son-
dra’s grandfather, Phil’s father, involved in 
the family engraving business, Blomgren 
Brothers. “It’s now five generations of 
visual aesthetics,” Phil Kunze says. 

Sondra grew into her heritage liter-
ally at daddy’s knee, often sitting on his 
lap and doodling while he was work-
ing on his own projects. In 1969, when 
Sondra was 2 years old, her father, who 
has an MFA degree from Cranbrook 
Academy of Art, moved the family from 
the Detroit area to Kalamazoo for his job 
with The Upjohn Company. “As a com-
munity, Kalamazoo afforded wonderful 
opportunities for our entire family, and 
now Sondra has grown to become part of 
that cycle of community and opportuni-
ty,” he says. “There was a time when we 
knew about every client and every new 
project she had, but now SKP Design 
signs are popping up in so many areas, 
we can’t keep track. It’s so exciting.”  

Grandpa Phil is sincerely looking 
forward to the time in the near future 
when he can begin “drawing with Dan-
iel.” Phil is definitely planning for the 
next generation as he redesigns his home 
workspace. He’s leaving plenty of room 

Sondra Phillips
Listening

The mummified god of my childhood
speaks to me from beyond the grave —
whispers faint language
encased in the smallest seed.

exhausted, I endlessly sift
through wheat and chaff,
waiting to hear some coded message.

In the welcoming silence of winter
I am content and cocooned.

My needs simple,
I suspend my search for meaning
To burrow into the softest sheets

And dream of You.

Kim A. Sanwald

Kim is owner/facilitator of Full Circle Workshops. Her writing workshops are created as 
tools for growth, intimacy and healing. She has been published twice in “Messages from
the Heart,” a quarterly journal dedicated solely to the art of letter writing. Her nonfiction 
essay, “Lost Art,” and a short story, “The Gift,” have been published in Voices of Michigan: 
An Anthology of Michigan Writers Volume 1 and II.
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for his grandchildren in his revamped 
studio — and in his heart. Proud mom 
Sondra says Daniel and Kate have 
already started “expressing themselves 
artistically.” However, it seems their 
“art” ends up “on any surface in the 
house that you can imagine,” she laughs. 
“Hopefully Grandpa will give them an 
outlet for their creativity in his studio.”

Growing up in Kalamazoo’s 
Winchell neighborhood, Sondra em-
braced a variety of youthful pursuits, 
ranging from figure skating to swim-
ming and the arts, including playing 
piano and viola in the Kalamazoo Junior 
Symphony. “I wasn’t the type of child 
to sit quietly for hours reading a book,” 
Sondra states. “I was active and wanted 
to explore new things, so my parents 
helped me channel that energy.”

Sondra also has fond memories of 
her father taking her with him to Neo-
Con, the annual furniture trade show in 
Chicago. “He introduced me to the furni-
ture industry, which sparked some of my 
interest in designing interior spaces,” she 
adds. As a child, Phillips’ favorite color 
was orange. Now she has two favorites, 
orange and red.

Adventurous Spirit

The maternal side of Sondra’s fam-
ily, the Jaegersens, may be credited for 

Ralph Humes (R. Stanley’s Diner and Gour-
met Desserts) provided a variety of his spe-
cialties for the 10th anniversary celebration 
of SKP Design, which created the interior of 
his restaurant.
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a portion of her entrepreneurial exper-
tise and drive to succeed. Their strong 
Scandinavian history chronicles a spirit 
of adventure, evidenced by the oft-told 
tales of beloved Bestefar Jaegersen, 
Karen’s father. Bestefar, the Norwegian 
term for grandfather, emigrated to the 
United States in a modern voyage akin to 
that of the legendary Lief ericksson. In 
1938, John Jaegersen made his way from 
the fjords of his native Norway across 
the stormy sea to America, aboard the 
4�-foot ketch, “Colin Archer.” The vessel 
was built in 1893 as the “RS1” — Nor-
way’s first rescue ship.  

Launching your own business is 
almost as daunting as sailing across 
an ocean in a small vessel. “Since my 
degree was in fine arts, not business, it 
took some effort to learn about hu-
man resources, accounting, negotiating 
contracts and the many other aspects of 
running a business,” Phillips notes. “In 
the past 10 years, I feel like I’ve earned 
my master’s degree. The business has 
continued to grow, even with 9 /11 and 
having two children in the midst of it 
all.” Although the SKP Design themes 
reflect a modern, contemporary style, 
Sondra is proud of being rooted in a clas-
sic, traditional, family life.

Recognizing personal heritage 
and honoring family customs was also 
showcased during Sondra and Doug’s 
wedding, which included the Norwe-
gian Hardanger fiddle, played by Karin 
Loberg Code, under whom Sondra once 
studied viola. As mother of the bride, 
Karen had the opportunity to wear her 
Norwegian national costume. 

For Sondra’s mother, being heavily 
involved in the care of her elderly par-
ents in recent years often required long 
absences and frequent trips to Cleve-
land. Since her parents’ passing, she is 
now able to devote more time to being a 
doting grandmother, introducing them 
to Norwegian traditions, folk tales and 
tunes, crafts, Christmas tree decorations 
and recipes. 

Grandma Karen also enjoys dress-
ing the grandchildren in her collection 

of Norwegian sweaters and costumes. 
Last summer, Grandma Karen and 
Grandpa Phil took Daniel to see Norwe-
gian Fjord horses at a farm near Mar-
shall, Mich., an adventure sponsored 
by Askeladden, Kalamazoo’s chapter of 
Sons of Norway International, of which 
Karen is a charter member. She is also 
working with Phil to gather together 
more pieces of their personal history 
and favorite family stories.  

Another trait, not genetic but 
certainly modeled by Sondra’s parents, 
is dedication to community. “Giving 
back is important to me,” Phillips says. 
She actively serves on several boards, 
including First National Bank of Michi-
gan, the Advisory Board for the Interior 
Design Department at WMU and the 
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra. She 
also currently works on committee 
assignments for the Women’s Business 
Development Center, the KIA, and the 
Downtown Development Authority. 
Past service roles have included a term 
on the Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of 
Commerce board of directors and work 
with the Junior League. 

A love of community service also 
extends to the rest of the staff at SKP 
Design, with most involved in chari-
table, business or educational organiza-
tions on some level. For example, senior 
designer Amy Goodwin is on the board 
of directors for Pretty Lake Vacation 
Camp. “Sondra, as a mentor, instills that 

community connection in all of us,” Amy 
says. She credits Sondra as the inspira-
tion that prompted her to volunteer at the 
KIA for the “Art and All That Jazz” series, 
the Junior League Festival of Trees, and 
to attend the Downtown Kiwanis Club 
meetings. Currently, design assistant 
Marissa Jekabson has taken Amy’s place 
on the KIA “Jazz” committee.

Balance By Design

Juggling a career and raising a fam-
ily requires balance and flexibility. Being 
her own boss allows Sondra to arrange 
her schedule to attend special Montes-
sori School events or activities with her 
children and husband. “I rarely take 
on commitments that require evening 
meetings,” she stresses. “I also try not 
to take major design work home with 
me. I might sometimes think through 
some strategic planning on a weekend, 
or some accounting, but I prefer to spend 
that time with my family.” She used to 
enjoy browsing art galleries or shows, 
papermaking and stained-glass artwork, 
but the demands of two children and 
her business make it nigh impossible to 
pursue those activities.  

“I do have an ideal dream home 
vision,” she muses. “It includes building 
with environmentally friendly options 
like wind or solar power and radiant 
flooring to eliminate ductwork and 
improve indoor air quality. Right now 

Sondra Phillips

The First National Bank in Kalamazoo is  complete with a casual gathering space as well as a 
functional bank lobby.
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I’m someone with modern tastes living 
in a Colonial home. I have experimented 
with a lot of interior color, so the Colonial 
style only shows on the outside.” For her 
rare moments of downtime, Phillips also 
sees herself exploring what some might 
call purely domestic pursuits: baking 
and sewing. “I’m probably one of very 
few women who will ask for a sewing 
machine for her 40th birthday,” Sondra 
quips. “I have never learned to sew.” 

For Phillips, that tool will probably 
not be used to repair clothing seams or 
tears from childhood romps. Her urge to 
sew has been spawned by her apprecia-
tion of textile design. “I am constantly 
surrounded by all these wonderful, fun 
fabrics during the design process,” she 
says. “I’m feeling inspired to use my own 
hands to create something with them.”  

Despite the enticement of this new 
avocation, and her yearning for a more 
eco-friendly home space, Sondra plans to 
remain steadfast at the helm of her suc-
cessful firm. She’ll continue to expertly 
balance the process of design on a grand 
scale with her family commitments and 
community ties in Kalamazoo. “Our 
challenge for the future will be estab-
lishing a presence elsewhere,” she says. 
“We’re implementing new strategies 
aimed at the hospitality market nation-
wide. We hope to leverage emerging 
opportunities to position the SKP Design 
name in the forefront of our creative 
industry over the next 10 years.”   

A Poem
(A Song Without Notes)

A cluster of descriptive words
So often ’bout the bees ’n birds;
From several versus might be built;
But must have rhythm; must have lilt.

The lines must make one sway ’n swing;
Whose words must give an urge to sing.
There is no staff; it is not cleffed,
Because it is of notes bereft.

There are no flats; there are no sharps.
Yet music’s made — might mimic harps.
The tone must flow so fluid-smoothe;
The whole effect to softly soothe.

It must, one’s troubled mind anoint.
Yet tell a tale and make a point.
With all these goals, to them devote.
Yet do it all without a note.

  J.C. Breneman, M.D.

Dr. Breneman, also a musician, believes true, beautiful language and descriptive words 
should be the building blocks of poetry, but the word assembly should “sing.” An allergist
in Kalamazoo County for 51 years and now retired, Dr. Breneman writes poetry as a fun
diversion from the technical writing he has done about allergy through the years. He has 
been inspired by has father, who was a newspaper editor in S.W. Minnesota.

Doug, Sondra, Daniel and Kate Phillips.
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746-4411
Call  Today
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Total
Communications
all wrapped up in

one neat little
package

If its digital,
we’ll deliver!

FYI

Total-Com from CTS is an integrated packaged system that simplifies all those digital technologies connecting you to the world.
Call your CTS communication consultant to learn about Total-Com and what it can do for you and your business.

Total-Com can include
Telephone
VoIP
Internet / Data
E-Mail Hosting
Web Hosting
Long Distance
Voice Mail
Teleconferencing
Faxes  • • • •  and more

Total-Com
From CTS

WHEN yOu ARE talking about the word 
restaurant, there is a history that dates 
back as far as the 13th century in 
China. The term restaurant (from the 
French restaurer, to restore) first ap-
peared in the 16th century, meaning “a 
food which restores.” The first French 
restaurants were not fancy gourmet 
establishments but highly regulated 
establishments that sold rich, highly 

flavored meat-
based consom-
més or soups 
called “restau-
rants.”

They 
purported 
to “restore” 
a person’s 
strength, and 
these estab-
lishments 
catered mostly 
to people who 
were not feel-

ing well. That name was first applied to 
an eating establishment around 179�, 
which was founded by a Parisian soup 
seller named Boulanger.

In 1782 a man named Beauvilliers 
opened The Grand Taverne de Londres, 

which set a standard — customers sit-
ting down with individual portions at 
individual tables, selecting food from 
menus, during fixed opening hours.

Restaurants in France didn’t 
become commonplace until 1799, after 
the Revolution. The French aristoc-
racy had been forced to flee and the 
strict hierarchy of catering guilds was 
broken up, leaving servants with meal 
preparation skills and people arriving 
in Paris from the provinces with no 
family to cook for them. Many servants 
turned entrepreneur and served the 
food once reserved for the nobility to 
anyone who was able to afford it and, 
thus, the French tradition of dining out 
was born. It was in this period that Au-
guste escoffier became known as the 
“cook of kings and the king of cooks,” 
and the very first celebrity chef.

Restaurants spread rapidly across 
the world, most still serving “fam-
ily style” like inns and taverns from 
antiquity. The modern, formal style 
of dining, where customers are served 
courses and given a plate with the food 
already arranged on it, was introduced 
to France by the Russians around 1810. 
This style of service is known as “ser-
vice à la russe” and the concept caught 

on in France and then spread to the 
rest of the world. 

Other French names we use for 
eating places are: café, bistro and bras-
serie. A brasserie or café is focused on 
providing coffee and tea as well as light 
snacks, from pastries and muffins to 
soups and sandwiches, much like our 
first Full City Café on Parkview. 

A bistro serves moderately priced, 
simple meals in an unpretentious set-
ting by using fresh ingredients to pro-
duce delicious, healthy fare, very much 
like our second location on Centre 
Street in Portage.

In Britain and other countries 
influenced by British culture, the pub 
(short for public house) offers beer and 
other alcohol along with basic food 
fare.

Here in the United States we have 
our own history and contributions to 
what is now a familiar word to describe 
a place where people go to eat in pub-
lic. The first U.S. restaurant, Jullien’s 
Restarator, opened in Boston in 1794, 
and the oldest still-operating restau-
rant, opened by Samuel Fraunces, is in 
New York City at the corner of Pearl 
and Broad and still operates under the 
name Fraunces Tavern.

What’s in a Word?

Keith Langdon
Full City Café
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WHEN IT COMES to receiving the fruits 
of your labor (the money accumulated 
in your employer-sponsored retirement 
plan), you are faced with two broad op-
tions. Should you take the payout as a 
lump sum or as an annuity? 

The Annuity Option 

If your retirement plan is inflexible, 
you may be forced to take the annuity 
option. Many company pension plans pay 
out in the form of an annuity. An annuity 
is a fixed monthly payment for the dura-
tion of your life. 

The advantages of receiving an an-
nuity include avoiding the temptation to 
squander or the pressure to invest a large 
sum of money that must last you the rest 
of your life. Also, there is no initial tax on 
the entire value of your retirement fund 
— each monthly payment is regarded as 
ordinary income and taxed accordingly. 

If you are married, you may have 
the option to elect a joint and survivor 
annuity. With this option, you receive a 
lower monthly retirement payment, but 
in the event of your death, your spouse 
will continue to receive a portion of your 
retirement income. If you do not elect 
an annuity with a survivor option, your 
monthly payments end with your death. 

The main disadvantage of the annu-
ity option lies in the potential reduction 
of spending power over time. If we have 
annual inflation of 4 percent, the purchas-
ing power of the fixed monthly payment 
would be halved in 18 years. 

Since the life expectancy of the aver-
age 6�-year-old is now an additional 20 
years, you can see the potential difficul-
ties of relying primarily on an annuity in 
your retirement years. 

Lump Sum Distribution 

If you decide to take the money as a 
lump sum, you receive the value of your 
account in one single payment and invest 
it as you see fit. You retain control of the 
principal and can use it whenever neces-
sary for your children, grandchildren, 
vacations, or anything you want. You 
retain the autonomy to make your own 
investment decisions. 

There are certain tax options avail-
able that may reduce or defer your tax 
bill should you decide on a lump sum. 
However, unless there are exceptional 
circumstances, there is a 10 percent 
penalty imposed by the IRS on lump sum 
distributions taken before age �9 1/2 that 
are not rolled over into an individual 
retirement account. This rollover must 

occur within 60 days of distribution. 
In addition, lump sum distributions 

are subject to 20 percent withholding 
toward income taxes. This withholding can 
be avoided only by arranging for a direct 
trustee-to-trustee transfer of funds from 
your employer-sponsored plan into a tradi-
tional IRA or another qualified plan or kept 
in the former employer’s plan, if allowed. 

Before you take any action, it would 
be prudent to consult 
with a tax professional 
regarding your particu-
lar situation. Choose 
carefully, because your 
decision and the con-
sequences will remain 
with you for life. 

Zack Alkhamis is a 
registered representative 
with and offers securities 
through Linsco/Private 
Ledger Member NASD/
SIPC. The opinions 
voiced in this mate-
rial are for general information only and 
are not intended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any individual. 
To determine which investment(s) may be 
appropriate for you, consult your financial 
advisor prior to investing.

The annuity Payout

Zack Alkhamis, CSA
Retirement Income Planner
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Crowns” — A joyous celebration of 
African American women and their church 
hats, this endearing new play with music 
is a soul-stirring tribute to the unique 
cultural phenomenon that fuses faith with 
fashion. Civic Auditorium, 329 S. Park St. 
Feb. 9 & 10, 1�–17, 22–24, 8 p.m., 
Feb. 11 & 18, 2 p.m. 343-1313.
“Rosencrantz and Guilderstern Are 
Dead” — In this laugh-filled spoof of 
Hamlet, two comedic courtiers look for the 
cause of young Hamlet’s madness but end 
up deep in their own craziness. University 
Theatre, York Arena Theatre, WMU. Feb. 
3–10, 1�–18, 8 p.m., Feb. 18, 2 p.m. 
387-6222.

Musicals & 
Opera

“Ruthless!” — This over-the-top, hilari-
ously skewed musical spoof looks at what 
it takes to make it in showbiz. Parish The-

atre, 426 S. Park St. Jan 
26 & 27, Feb. 1–3, 8–10, 
8 p.m.; Jan. 28 and Feb. 
3, 2 p.m. 343-1313.
“hairspray” —This 
musical-comedy phe-
nomenon takes you back 
to 1962 as 16-year-old 
Tracy Turnblad sets out 
to dance her way on to 
TV’s most popular show. 

enjoy laughter, romance and new songs! 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. Feb. 13–1�, 
7:30 p.m. 387-2300.

Dance

Moscow Festival Ballet — Over �0 danc-
ers perform the classic ballet “Cinderella.” 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. Jan. 28, 3 p.m. 
387-2300.
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago — Using 
a wide variety of musical scores, this group 
combines the skill, technique and style of 
the dancers with the talent and vision of 
international choreographers. Miller Audi-
torium, WMU. Feb. 2, 8 p.m. 387-2300.

Symphony

Classical Jazz — Jazz up your evening 
with this KSO symphonic series perfor-
mance. Featuring Tim Froncek, drums, 
2004 Jazz Musician of the Year. Miller Au-
ditorium, WMU. Jan. 20, 8 p.m. 349-77�9.
University Symphony Orchestra — An 
afternoon with WMU’s finest! Miller Audi-
torium, WMU. Feb. 4, 3 p.m. 387-2300.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Double Reed Festival — Featuring guest 
artists Dan Stolper, Christopher Weait, and 
John Clapp; faculty members Michael Mill-
er and Wendy Rose; and the mass double-
reed ensemble. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. Jan. 13, � p.m. 387-4667.
Horn Day — Featuring WMU horn profes-
sor Lin Foulk, the Western Horn Choir, 
and the mass choir. Dalton Center Recital 
Hall, WMU. Jan. 20, 6 p.m. 387-4667.
Young Concert Artist Series — This 
WMU concert features DaXun Zhang, 
double bass. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. Jan. 21, 3 p.m. 387-4667.
Fontana Chamber Arts — The Artemis 
Quartet performs works by Brahms and 
Webern. Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
Jan. 24, 8 p.m. 382-7774.
Winter Evening — Spend an intimate 
evening with the KSO’s Woodwind Quintet 
and Percussion Duo. epic Center, 3�9 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall. Jan. 26, & 27, 8 p.m. 
349-77�9. 
Guest Artist Recital — Featuring An-
drews University students Carla Trynchuk 
on violin and Stephen Framil on cello. 
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. Jan. 26, 
8:1� p.m. 387-4677.
Student & Faculty Recital — “Going for 
Baroque” highlights student and faculty 
performers as part of the School of Music’s 
Baroque Festival. Dalton Center Recital 
Hall, WMU. Jan. 29, 8:1� p.m. 387-2300.
University Jazz Orchestra and University 
Jazz Lab Band — Directed by WMU’s 
Trent Kynaston and Tom Knific. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 1, 8:1� 
p.m. 387-2300.

Student & Faculty Recital — “We’ve Got 
Your Bach!” is a WMU all-Bach program 
featuring the “Brandenburg Concerto No. 
2.” Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. Feb. 
2, 8:1� p.m. 387-2300
“Perfect Purple Feather” — Kids ages 3–6 
can explore stories, hands-on activities and 
music performed by the KSO’s Burdick-
Thorne String Quartet. epic Center, 3�9 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall Feb. 3, 10 a.m. 387-2300.

Vocal

Gold Company — WMU’s successful 
collegiate vocal jazz group will dazzle the 
entire family! Vicksburg Performing Arts 
Center, �01 e. Highway. Jan. 20, 8 p.m. 
321-1192.
A Renaissance Feaste— The Michigan 
Bach Collegium presents an evening of 
courtly processions, beautiful music, danc-
ing, plus a five-course meal. Cathedral of 
Christ the King, 2600 Vincent Dr. Jan. 26, 
6:30 p.m.. 349-104�
Temptations — Don’t miss this Motown 
group famous for its memorable hits like 
“My Girl,” “Just My Imagination,” “Get 
Ready,” “Papa Was a Rolling Stone,” and “I 
Can’t Get Next To You.” Miller Auditorium, 
WMU.  Jan. 27, 8 p.m. 387-2300.

Miscellaneous

“One-man Star Wars Trilogy” — This 
one-hour, high-energy nonstop blast 
through the first three Star Wars films fea-
tures one actor playing every role, as well 
as robots, ships, sound effects and animals. 
A must-see for Star Wars lovers! Gilmore 
Theatre Complex, WMU. Jan. 16–18, 7:30 
p.m.; Jan. 19, 8 p.m.; Jan. 20, 2 & 8 p.m.; 
Jan. 21, 2 p.m. 387-2300.
Josh White, Jr. — Don’t this blues, folk, 
humor and all-round good stuff concert 
fund-raiser. New Vic Theatre, 134 e. Vine 
St. Jan. 20 & 21, 8:30 p.m. 381-3328.
Heartland Bluegrass Band — Featuring 
the best in contemporary and traditional 
bluegrass music, this New Vic fundraiser is 
a must see! New Vic Theatre, 134 e. Vine 
St. Jan. 27 & 28, 8:30 p.m. 381-3328.

I’ve got a great 
ambition to die 
of exhaustion 
rather than 
boredom.

Thomas Carlyle
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Visual Arts
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

The Car As Art — Don’t miss this turbo-
charged celebration of the automobile and 
how it reshaped the American landscape. 
Through March 11.
ARTbreak — enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics 
including: The Academy, Lost and Found, 
with KIA Sculpture Department Head 
Joshua Diedrich, Jan. 16; Suddenly it’s 1960 
– Why We Long for the Cars of the Good 
Old Days, with Dar Davis, Jan. 23; The 
evolution of a Style, with Al LaVergne, Feb. 
6; New Voices, New Directions: Contem-
porary African American artists, Feb. 13. 
Bring a lunch to these 12:1� sessions. 

Literary Events
Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809:

Reading Together — Get involved! Join 
other Kalamazoo County Residents in the 
Reading Together! program with this year’s 
book “The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time.” Attend events from Janu-
ary–March throughout the community. 
Learn more at www.readingtogether.us.
Classics Revisited — What makes a 
book a classic? Join others in discuss-
ing “Wuthering Heights” on Jan. 18, and 
“Walden” on Feb. 1�; 7 p.m. 31� S. Rose St.
Author Visit — Kristen Tracy talks about 
the creative process and her first teen 
novel, “Lost It.” Oshtemo. Feb. 20, 7 p.m.

Museums
Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Show and Tell Community Collections 
— In honor of the museum’s 12�th year as 

a collecting institution, Southwest Michi-
gan residents were asked what they collect 
and why. A dozen collectors were chosen 
for this exhibition. See this unique array of 
collections! Through April 1�.
Bankers and Banking in 19th Century 
Kalamazoo — This program looks at some 
of the early bankers and banks in the 19th 
century in Kalamazoo County. Jan. 14, 
1:30 p.m.
The Things of History II: More Artifacts, 
More Stories — Learn about some of the 
more intriguing artifacts in the Museum’s 
collection and explore the stories that 
make them such an interesting window on 
the past. Jan. 28, 1:30 p.m.
Jam Session — Listen to K’zoo Folklife 
Organization music. Feb. 4, 2–� p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555:

Eye of a China Tiger Exhibit — From the 
rice-paddies of India to the jungles of Bur-
ma, Garrett Cope’s artwork gives a glimpse 
of the sights Allied Forces experienced in 
Asia during World War II. Through Jan. 21.
Band Weekends — Visit the Air Zoo and 
hear local high school bands play different 
genres of music.  February weekends. View 
www.airzoo.org for bands and times.

Nature
Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Bear Necessities — Learn of black bears, 
grizzlies and polar bears. Jan. 14, 2 p.m.
Camping … in the Winter? — Techniques 
for fun winter camping. Jan. 21, 2 p.m.
All About Owls — Michigan’s six owl spe-
cies and their winter habits. Jan. 28, 2 p.m.
Boomers and Beyond — Take a short 
walk to learn how to identify needled 
trees. Ages ��+. Jan. 30, 11-12:30 p.m.

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-6541

Landscaping for Birds — Wendy Jones 
and Steve Bornell discuss how to landscape 
a yard to attract our feathered friends! 
People’s Church, 17�8 N. 10th St. Jan. 22, 
7:30 p.m.

How could an awkward and unattract-
ive man become a legend on television? 
Consider ed Sullivan. Already a popular 
newspaperman and vaudeville host, 
he moved into television in its infancy, 
in 1948. There were no established 
personalities and few others with which 
to compare. But what really propelled 
ed Sullivan to the top of television 
stardom was his ability to locate and 
showcase talent. Originally called “Toast 
of the Town,” by the time the name was 
changed to “The ed Sullivan Show” in 
19��, he had established a reputation for 
booking the best acts from every genre. 
From classical musicians to ballet, from 
comedians to rock and roll, from danc-

ing bears to ventriloquists, from Sand-
berg to Dali, the ed Sullivan Show was 
a variety show in the fullest sense. His 
looks, mannerisms and speech patterns 
may have been odd, but his show was a 
Sunday night institution that ran for 23 
wonderful years.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

6797 Orchard Meadow Drive
Portage, MI 49024

Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767
E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com



Bonjour Sault Ste. 
Marie, Adieu Detroit
By Larry Massie

He 21-ONe-YeAR-OLD French 
aristocrat woke with a start as 

the steamship he had taken refuge 
on for the night heaved in the strong cur-
rent of the St. Mary’s River.

 The watchman who had promised 
to wake ernest Duvergier de Hauranne 
before the ship embarked had failed to 
do so. Fortunately, the vessel crossed the 
river to Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, before 
heading out to parts unknown, and the 
half-dressed tourist managed to leap 
onto the Canadian wharf. A kindly Irish 
postmaster took the shivering French-
man in for the night and arranged a 
canoe ride back to the American Sault 
the next morning.

Scion of a distinguished and liberal 
French family, de Hauranne, like many 
european intellectuals, had deeply 
studied fellow countryman Alexis de 
Toqueville’s classic account, “Democracy 
in America” (183�). His father, Prosper 
Duvergier de Hauranne, who had served 
as a cabinet minister for many years 
under King Louis-Philippe, had offered 

to pay for an extended tour of America 
so that his son might experience first-
hand the American political scene and in 
particular discern what effect three years 
of bloody civil war that had riven the na-
tion beginning in 1861 had on the highly 
touted democracy.

Accordingly, on June 1�, 1864, 
the young traveler, who spoke fluent 
english, walked down the gangplank 
of the American steamship, City of 
Washington, at the port of New York. 
He would spend the succeeding eight 
months crisscrossing the northern states 
that had remained loyal to the Union 
while carefully recording all he saw and 
heard. He published his observations 
in 12 lengthy articles in a distinguished 
French journal in 186�–66, and later in 
book form.

In early August, de Hauranne 
boarded the Canadian steamship Algoma 
at Collingwood, which, after touching 
briefly at Manitoulin Island, steamed 
through the lock at Sault Ste. Marie a 
few days later. Picking her way along 
the northern shore of Lake Superior, the 
Algoma anchored at Fort William. The 
disappointed Frenchman called it “a 
God-forsaken place, the last trading post 
maintained on the northern shore by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company.” He intended to 
travel from there to visit the American 
Lake Superior settlements at Marquette, 
Ontonagon, Pictured Rocks and eagle 
River, which he had been informed 
would be easy to do. He soon learned 
that communication between Fort Wil-
liam and the American side to the south 
simply did not exist.

De Hauranne arrived back in Sault 
Ste. Marie on August 16. When he at-
tempted to find lodging in the Sault’s 
fashionable hotel, the Chippewa House, 
located adjacent the lock, the proprietor 
told him he could not even spare a mat-
tress on the floor. Another innkeeper 
turned him away “because I was alone 
and one bed should serve two people.” 
He climbed back aboard the docked boat 
for a few hours of rest before his subse-
quent leap to the Canadian shore. He 
ultimately found quarters in a cramped 
middle-class boarding house with some 
British officers he had befriended aboard 
the Algoma.

The Frenchman recorded vivid, 

Frenchman Ernest
Duvergier de Hauranne 
paid Michigan a visit in 
the mid 1800s and formed 
an opinion that reflects 
both the difficulties and 
the wonders of living in 
the largely uncivilized 
water wonderland during 
those early years.

Ernest Duvergier de Hauranne in 1871.
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though not particularly complimen-
tary, descriptions of the Sault, for 
centuries the jumping-off point for the 
Lake Superior wilderness:

“Though it is the seat of a Catholic 
bishop (Father Frederick Baraga), it 
numbers barely sixty wooden houses 
and a crowded hotel. Part of the inhab-
itants emigrate in the winter: at this 
moment there are some two or three 
hundred outsiders, living on fish and 
salt beef. Chance had brought together 
a strange society in this forgotten hole; 
they dance every evening in the hotel 
ballroom. As we were walking in the 
street, we could see them dancing 
through the open windows: they dance 
the “Montebello” and other fashion-
able quadrilles. The show is complete 
— pretentious toilettes, the women’s 
faded finery, the airy manners of the 
men, their grasshopper-like dances, the 
Negroes of the hotel sawing away on the 
screeching violins, and the nasal voice of 
the musician who calls out all the figures 
and directs the maneuver as a sergeant 
drills a platoon. The Westerners have 
the manners of peddlers and traveling 
salesmen. Hastily-gathered trumpery, a 
confused mixture of the overflow from 
every european nation, their society still 
has neither form nor tradition ... It is 

said the future of America lies with the 
people of the West, who are the pride 
and hope of the country, but I think one 
would do better to say that it lies in the 
natural wealth of the West.” 

Of course, the Gallic tourist was 
more than a little hard on the people of 
the West, and Michigan was still thought 
of as the West then. even as he wrote in 
August 1864, brave Michigan volunteers 

in blue were dying in battles near Pe-
tersburg, Va., while others serving with 
Gen. William T. Sherman’s army were 
tightening the noose around Atlanta, Ga. 
Other Michiganders, immigrants from 
Cornwall, Ireland, Finland and other eu-
ropean nations, were risking their lives 
hundreds of feet beneath the earth while 
hand hacking chunks of native copper 
and iron ore. The Upper Peninsula’s 

The famous Chippewa House, where Ernest Duvergier de Hauranne failed to find lodging.
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Massie

mineral wealth would prove of major 
strategic importance in defeating the 
Confederacy and ending the slavery that 
imprisoned the southern brothers of the 
black musicians playing to the cavorting 
crowds in the Chippewa House ballroom 
at Sault Ste. Marie.

On August 19, de Hauranne 
participated in what had long 
become “de rigueur” for visi-

tors to the Sault — running the rapids 
in a frail birch bark canoe guided by a 
local Chippewa. He also observed the 
skilled manner in which the Chippewa 
fished the swirling rapids. “One of the 
fishermen holds the pole that guides the 
canoe; the other catches the fish as they 
are swept downstream by the current in 
a net like those used for catching but-
terflies and skillfully throws his catch 
behind him into the boat.”

The Frenchman concluded his 
sojourn at the Sault with a delightful 
evening excursion downstream to where 
Sugar Island splits the St. Mary’s River 
into two channels:

“Some members of the party wan-
dered from island to island and fished 
for trout; the others stayed on the boat, 
quietly seated in the shade and rocked 
by the water which ran so clear you 
could see the bottom as through a sheet 
of crystal glass. We dined on bear steaks 
roasted on griddles heated red-hot in the 
fire, champagne and woodsman’s fare 

cooked in the open air by our Indian 
boatmen. I cannot convey to you the 
magic of this fresh-running water, this 
outdoor feast, these forests where the 
bushes are neatly shaped like the arbors 
of an immense park.”

Despite that delightful experience, 
the testy young Frenchman left the Sault 
on August 21 aboard the palatial steam-
er, Planet, with “no regrets for the place 
itself.” He found his fellow �00 passen-
gers enroute to Detroit little to his liking 
either. “The women are dowdy, gotten up 
in dingy or pretentious finery; they make 
one think of theatrical extras whose lace 
ruffles serve to hide their dirty hands; 
a scrap of silk is supposed to transform 
them into great ladies. The men look like 
grocers dressed up in their Sunday best 
or firemen in civilian clothes.”

From Detroit, de Hauranne began a 
tour that carried him to St. Paul, Minn., 
and the upper Mississippi River. Then he 
visited northern Kentucky, Cincinnati, 
Boston, Quebec and Ontario. Boarding 
a Grand Trunk Railroad car he traveled 
across Ontario to Windsor and crossed 
the Detroit River to Michigan soil once 
again in early November. In Detroit 
he suffered an incident that continues 
to spoil the day for many a latter-day 
traveler. The train left without his lug-
gage, and de Hauranne found himself in 
Chicago “without a stitch to cover my 
nakedness.” 

In crossing lower Michigan on the 

The original State Lock constructed in 1855 (seen here in 1873) was 
the sole lock until 1881.
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Michigan Central Railroad, he observed 
“plains and more plains, forests and 
always more forests, villages here and 
there, farms, a strip of plowed land on 
each side of the railroad.” He thought 
the state thinly settled except for the sec-
tions bordering Indiana. “There is room 
here for an immense population,” he 
prophesized. Relenting somewhat on his 
previous sour appraisal of Americans, he 
concluded: “America is truly destined by 
nature to fulfill the boundless ambitions 
of its people.” 

De Hauranne returned to France in 
March 1864. He published his articles in 
Revue des Deux Mondes between August 
1�, 186�, and April 1, 1866. The reading 
public and critics greeted the series with 
favor. By then, Lee had surrendered to 
Grant, Lincoln had been assassinated 
and the ill-fated Reconstruction era that 
would inspire more than a century of 
continued adversity between North and 
South and black and white America had 
begun. 

In europe, de Hauranne enjoyed 
a career of continued distinction. He 
published two additional books and nu-
merous articles, served with distinction 
as a soldier in the Franco-Prussian War 
of 1870, earned the Legion of Honor for 
bravery in battle and won election to the 
National Assembly in 1871. Sadly, the 
French visitor who found Michigan such 
a remarkable place died of illness at the 
age of 33, five years later. 

The Chippewa fish the Sault Rapids in tradi-
tional fashion.
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OMeTIMeS IT’S BeTTeR to be 
lucky than good. But Tim Fron-
cek knows he had to be good 
to be lucky. The jazz drummer 

had to have talent and perseverance to 
give luck a chance to boost his career. 

To be in the right place at the right 
time, Froncek performed in plenty of 
places all the time. And at those mo-
ments when luck and talent happened 
to cross, that was all the chance Froncek 
needed to work his magic on the drums 
and raise his career to new heights, from 
performing with the Woody Herman 
orchestra in the ’70s, to 1� years touring 
the world with the Western Jazz Quartet, 
and in January performing as a guest 
soloist with the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra.

“Definitely in the beginning, it’s 
luck,” he said in an interview at The 
Union in downtown Kalamazoo, wear-
ing his Ivy-styled black wool cap back-
wards as any good jazzer would. The 
Union is one of the regular jazz spots in 
Michigan where he’s played. But Fron-
cek, �4, has been playing in regular 
and irregular jazz spots since high 
school, and skipped college entirely 
to perform. “It’s not like you can sit 
at home and say, ‘I’m really great’ and 
wait for someone to call.”

His education in drums began one 
night watching the Beatles on the ed 
Sullivan Show. He saw Ringo and knew 
what he wanted to do with his life. That 
was junior high in his native Muskegon, 
and he thought playing drums meant 
being in a rock band. But that quickly 
changed after he joined his junior high 

band, and a teacher taught him about 
jazz.

“I was intrigued with jazz,” Froncek 
said, and began “gravitating to older mu-
sicians.” He started to play jazz drums 
professionally the day after he graduated 
from high school.

But that didn’t mean his education 

When Tim Froncek performs the “Concerto for Jazz Drummer” Jan. 20 with the Ka-
lamazoo Symphony, he’ll be in a strange spot for a drummer — in front of the orchestra.

While it’s not unusual to have a drum set with a symphony orchestra for a pops 
concert, KSO conductor Raymond Harvey admits that “what is unusual is that Tim will 
be out front in a soloist position just like you would have in a piano concerto or violin 
concerto.”

But the work itself is an unusual piece. “‘A concerto for jazz drummer’ is a rather 
unique bird,” Harvey said. “I wanted to do something different ... I know some of the 
music of  Harold Farberman. He has been urging me to program some specific works, 
and this one struck a chord. It’s very listenable.”

Drumming and All That Jazz
By Tom Chmielewski

As part of the long list of his accomplishments, Tim Froncek has performed with the ensemble group 
Opus 21. In the foreground is Opus 21 violinist Renata Artman Knific.
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stopped. Far from it. Besides the ex-
perience he picked up playing in gigs, 
Froncek became involved with the Blue 
Lake Fine Arts Camp in 1973. And as 
he reached his mid-20s, Froncek began 
taking lessons from the accomplished 
drummer and percussionist Rupert 
Kettle in Grand Rapids.

“He gave me an opportunity to 
develop outside of conventional music,” 
Froncek said. “He was a great composer. 
Percussionists around the country if not 
around the world knew his work.”

From studying with Kettle, Froncek 
learned about playing in unique modula-
tion and different tempos. Yet whatever 
he played with Kettle, “it swung.”

His education continued in smoky 
clubs and local big-band concerts, 
and his contacts in the musical world 
expanded. One of the people he met was 
trombonist Gene Smith, which led to 
Froncek’s big break.

Smith, also from Muskegon, began 
playing with the Woody Herman or-
chestra in 1979. Herman came from the 
Big Band era but continued touring into 
the 1980s. As the orchestra at one point 
took a break from touring, Froncek and 
his wife, Beth, had invited Smith over 
for Thanksgiving dinner. But during the 
dinner, Smith received a call.

“Someone from the orchestra 
tracked him down to my house, and told 
him the band was going back on the road 
again in two weeks,” Froncek said. When 
Smith asked if the band had found a new 

drummer and was told no, he 
handed the phone to Froncek.

For the drummer, it was 
the ultimate right place at the 
right time. But his luck really 
didn’t depend on inviting a 
friend over for a turkey dinner. It was the 
numerous gigs he played in west Michi-
gan, sharing the stage enough times with 
Smith for the trombonist to realize how 
good a drummer Froncek was. Smith 
never would have handed him the phone 
if he wasn’t.

If Froncek furthered his educa-
tion by playing gigs around the state, 
the Woody Herman orchestra was an 
extended master’s class for the drummer, 
spent mostly on the band’s bus, traveling 
from city to city — breathing in the die-
sel fumes, hearing old stories and learn-
ing new licks. Froncek is always quick 
to smile, but it seemed a little brighter as 
he talked of those times on the bus. It’s a 
time he cherishes, even if he’s unwilling 
to repeat it.

Froncek has been touring in a dif-
ferent way for the past 1� years 
with the Western Jazz Quartet, 

traveling over distances where a bus just 
wouldn’t do.

Trent Kyneston, the saxophonist 
with the WJQ, said he’s known Froncek 
for 2� or 30 years, though he can’t really 
recall how they met.

“I’m sure initially we met just play-
ing together,” Kyneston said. “We used 

to play a lot of big-band gigs, a lot of 
shows.”

During that time, Froncek was 
teaching at Muskegon Community Col-
lege and Aquinas College, so the two 
also played jazz festivals on the two 
campuses. “That’s when we really started 
working closely together.”

Kyneston, on the faculty at Western 
Michigan University, had started the 
Western Jazz Quartet in 1974 with him 
and another faculty member and two 
students. The line-up changed over the 
years, but after current members Steve 
Zegree and Tom Knific joined, and a 
student drummer left the area, Froncek 
became a member of the group. But not 
all the time.

Jazz great Billy Hart has been a fre-
quent guest drummer with the WJQ, and 
guest artist at Western. Kyneston said 
all members of the quartet had to “step 
up” their performance when Hart joined 
them, including Froncek, even if he had 
to step aside when Hart played.

But those times were also another 
step in Froncek’s education. Kyneston 
explained that Hart made the group play 
“in a manner much more aggressively,” 
and Froncek learned from that.

“Tim stepped in, listened to him, 
worked with him, listened to what he 

Farberman, who is planning to attend the KSO performance, wrote the 
concerto for jazz-great Louis Belson in 1986.

This will be Froncek’s first performance as a soloist with a symphony, 
though he’s familiar with the concerto and Belson’s performances. “I know his 
playing very well,” he said.

The concerto is performed in four movements. Froncek said he’ll be us-
ing brush, hands, mallet and sticks on trap drums, sound effects, and chimes, 
giving him a chance to “improvise off anything.”

Froncek added that “by having the symphony behind me, I’ll have a new 
palette to draw from.”

Being in the right place at the right time can 
make all the difference. In the case of Tim Froncek, 
it also took talent, perseverance, and a bit of luck.

Western Jazz Quartet performers include (from left) Trent Kynaston on 
saxophone, Steve Zegree on piano, Tim Froncek on percussion, and Tom 
Knific on bass.
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was doing with the quartet, analyzed it, 
then began to really grow in terms of so-
phistication, and in terms of confidence 
as well.”

Froncek was going to need that so-
phistication and confidence, playing over 
the years with the WJQ in europe, South 
America, Asia and across North America.

“We all have a fondness for Brazil,” 
Froncek said, and that’s particularly true 
for him, for in Brazil, “everyone plays 
percussion.”

It was a performance in Poland, 
however, that stands out most in Fron-
cek’s mind. The quartet was in a small, 
basement, jazz club in Krakow. Kyneston 
began playing a solo, and what came out 
was magic.

“I almost stopped playing drums 
and just listened to him,” the drummer 
said. 

Froncek performs with many 
groups, including the Truth in Jazz big 
band in Muskegon where a crowd packs 
a bar called the Westside Inn every other 
Tuesday just to hear them play. While all 
the gigs excite him, it’s clear the WJQ is 
something special for Froncek, as it is for 
the other members.

“There’s really a feeling of family,” 
he said, a feeling echoed by Kyneston.

“We just have such a great time when 
we’re out on the road,” Kyneston said. 
“When we play, Tim has a way behind the 
drums that just engages the whole audi-
ence. He just has a way of getting up, even 
when we as a band are down a bit.”

And Froncek’s impact goes beyond 
the performance. “He’s the first one at the 
gig,” said Kyneston. “When you show up, 
he’s coming out to see if he can help you 
with something. He’s talking to people in 
the club. Usually, he’s the last one to pack 
up. He’s just a great, great guy.”

Maybe all of that was something he 
learned on Woody Herman’s bus.

Froncek said he would still like to 
learn more. “We haven’t played in Africa. 
As a drummer, I’d like to do that, where 
it all started. I’d like to study African 
rhythms. I’d like to go to India.”

If he’s lucky, he will. 

Tim Froncek
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Lucky number Three

By Editor Penny Briscoe

ANDERS DAHLBERG is a lucky man, and 
he owes it to “being number three.” A 
few years ago he was approached by a 
string instrument restorer  who had an 
antique bass he was told he should try. By 
the time he was able to play the restored 
antique for the first time, two others had 
tested it out — without yet buying.

“I knew instantly when I bowed an 
open string that I wanted to have it. This 
wonderful, magnificent sound blossomed 
out, and I was captivated,” says Dahlberg. 
Although he already had what he de-
scribes as a “very good instrument,” and 
still owns that one, about this one he said: 
“One might describe it as love, but it was 
really more like a recognition that this is 
how I want to sound. This is how my art 
will manifest itself.”

Dahlberg’s bass was made by James 
Brown in Huddersfield, england, who 
was reputedly commissioned to make 
basses in the 19th century for the London 
Symphony. But his products were too big 
for them to use and were rejected.

“The story goes that they were then 
rebuilt and distributed to individual mu-
sicians,” Dahlberg explains. His particu-
lar instrument eventually found its way 
to a bass player in the NBC Orchestra but 

then to a pawn shop. “That was not an 
abnormal fate for these things,” he says. 

eventually Robert Gladstone of the 
New York Philharmonic under Bernstein 
bought it. “You can see it prominently in 
photos of the orchestra, with its distinc-
tive, dark color and sloping shoulders and 
shiny finish,” says Dahlberg.

After Gladstone joined the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra, the instrument 
was damaged during a tour and somehow 
found its way to Grand Rapids’ Guarneri 
House for a five-year restoration process. 

Dahlberg believes that “a musician 
doesn’t truly own the instrument.” He 
says that when a fine one such as that 
which he found has managed to stick 
around for 1�0 years or more, there is a 
reason for it. “They are actually incred-
ibly fragile,” he points out, describing 
the top as only 1/4-inch thick and saying 
owning one is “like having a very large, 
beautiful, magical box.” His is made of 
english hemlock at the top to be thinner 
and more flexible and maple on the sides 
and back. 

“The strings through the bridge ac-
centuate the top, and they make it vibrate 
in a certain way that is both the result of 
evolution, because it needed to be able 

to be played, and art, because it needed 
to look beautiful, and science because it 
needed to sound beautiful.” He says the 
shape of it, thinner in the middle, allows a 
person to get around it.

Dahlberg has been playing the bass, 
known also as the double bass, contra 
bass or string bass, 
since 6th grade, pre-
viously playing piano 
and flute at his par-
ents’ wise insistence. 

With degrees in 
music performance 
from Oberlin Conser-
vatory of Music and 
Cleveland Institute 
of Music, Dahlberg 
is well trained. But 
when he plays his 
newest — his antique 
— there’s more 
than skill. There’s 
an enthusiasm and 
passion at the realiza-
tion that he is linked 
to a reknowned, 
19th-century luthier — and to everyone 
lucky enough to have owned that man’s 
masterpiece. 

Anders Dahlberg, Bass
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra
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also a flashback to the troop’s popular 
annual fund-raiser of years past — the 
“Beef Bonanza” — served up memories 
that have been seared into the essence 
of young and old over almost a century. 
The traditional fare of roast beef, mashed 
potatoes, corn and green beans — with 
tossed salad and strawberry shortcake 
dished up by the scouts themselves 
— brought back in consciousness the 
days in the ’70s and ’80s when, in the 
fall, such culinary delights were enjoyed.

Current scoutmaster George “Paul” 
Sidney, the 36th person to have that title, 
and Robert White, who led the troop the 
longest by far — 24 years (from 1964 
to 1988) — gathered recently to reflect 
on what the troop has meant — and 
still means — in the lives of growing 
boys. They were joined in the interview 
with encore by longtime volunteer Jean 
Linden, who chaired the committee that 
planned the reunion.

“Many young people single out one 
or two individuals who have provided 
the greatest influence in their lives,” Lin-
den said. “Sometimes, it is a teacher or a 
minister. Most often it will be a person 

IX YeARS AFTeR the forerunner 
of the Boy Scouts of America came 

to the United States, the charac-
ter-building concept migrated to 

Kalamazoo, a place far, far away from the 
organization’s english origins.

Nine decades later, that troop is still 
as alive and well as its worldwide parent 
organization that now serves nearly 
three million youths in 122,�00 scouting 
units led by 1.1 million adult leaders.

Known as Troop 20� since the 1970s 
but established as Troop � at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Kalamazoo in 
1916, it ranks as one of the senior units 
of its kind across the country, and its 
record of producing 329 eagles — scout-
ing’s highest honor for youth members 
— is also a standard of national distinc-
tion. In its storied history, one in every 
10 members has achieved the rank of 
eagle while the national average is one 
in �0.

To mark its 90th anniversary in 
2006 as Southwest Michigan’s old-
est scouting unit, Troop 20� staged a 
reunion in late August that attracted 
nearly 200 people. The event, which was 

“The secret to
our success has
been that we
sign up the

parents when
we sign up the

boys,” said
former scoutmaster

Robert White,
who led Kalamazoo’s 

Troop 205
for nearly
25 years.

N i N e T y  y e a R s  o f  H e l p i N g  B o y s
Active as the troop 205 scoutmaster for nearly 25 years, Bob White addresses the crowd at the 90th anniversary celebration. Bob is shown at right ,  
presenting an Eagle award to Fred Colgren and Keith Mumma at the 1968 court of honor.
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have to constantly be in a recruit-
ing mode these days.”

Nationally, the work of Daniel 
C. Beard, the first national scout 
commissioner, and William Boyce, 
who incorporated the Boy Scouts 
of America on Feb. 8, 1910, has 
attracted more than 110 million 
participants.

Regionally, the estimated 
number of scouts to have been at-
tracted to Troop 20� is in the 3,000 
to �,000 range. Annual troop size 
ranges from the current �0 to more 
than 100 during White’s heyday 
(national troop-size average is in 
the 20s). From former scout David 
Abbey in Bethesda, Md., who leads 
off the alphabet listing, to Brad 
Zins in Billings, Mont., and the 
thousands of names in between, 
the troop tries to keep track of all 
of them.

According to national esti-
mates, for every 100 scouts who 
go through the program, 17 will 
return as adults to be scoutmasters 
and assistants. Scoutmaster Sidney, 
an alumnus of the troop and one of 

its eagles, took the reins in 200�.
“What is interesting,” Sidney said, 

“is that our troop does not have a Cub 
Scout feeder pack. Generally, members of 
a Cub pack will move into its sponsor’s 
troop. Our members come from through-
out Kalamazoo County, as well as from 
Three Rivers, Paw Paw, Mendon and 
Mattawan. Because they take the extra 
step to participate, parents are very 
supportive of what we undertake.” For 
example, all four of the sons of James 
Weeldreyer, superintendent of the Mat-
tawan Consolidated Schools, attained 
the rank of eagle as Troop 20� members.

“The secret to our success has been 
that we sign up the parents when we sign 
up the boys,” said former scoutmaster 
White, who also spent 31 years in teach-
ing and administration in the Portage 
Public Schools. “My career in education 
made it a perfect match for me as far as 
time constraints. For most of that time, I 

the post while White was still a member 
of a much larger troop — the U. S. Army.

“It was (originally) designated 
Troop �,” he said, “because it was the 
fifth to be established in Kalamazoo in 
1916 and had 13 members. At one time, 
all of the churches surrounding Bronson 
Park sponsored troops, but this is the 
only one that is still going. There might 
be another troop on the east Coast that 
is as old as we are.”

explaining the longevity, he said, “It 
wasn’t by any kind of magic that we sur-
vived while the other troops around the 
park went out of business. We worked 
hard at it, and David McShane supported 
us. It isn’t easy for a church. It has to put 
up with a lot to host a troop. You bring 
100 kids together at a meeting and things 
can happen.

“We were able to build up our 
resources,” White said. “Today, we have 
outstanding word-of-mouth advertising 
among parents and former members. You 

who served as a model for them. 
Models don’t preach. They teach by 
example. Bob White is one of those 
individuals.”

Troop 20�’ers from Indiana, 
Florida, Georgia, Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Colorado, Nebraska, Min-
nesota, Wisconsin, Montana and 
Great Britain were attracted back 
to beloved Camp Rota-Kiwan, and 
Linden collected anecdotes and 
commentaries.

“One former scout put it this 
way,” she said. “`My experiences in 
the troop, from leadership opportu-
nities to the development of skills 
to positive personal experiences, 
have been the single greatest influ-
ence in shaping my future.’”

Troop 20� alumni are engaged 
at such professions as attorneys, 
physicians, engineers, truck driv-
ers, college instructors, architects, 
computer engineers, teachers, 
museum curators, career military 
officers, manufacturers, profes-
sional fund-raisers, and landscap-
ers. Grandfathers, fathers and sons 
of the same families have taken the 
Troop 20� oath.

For almost a quarter of a century, 
White guided Kalamazoo-area 
scouts ages 11 to 18 on excursions 

to what are now called “national high-ad-
venture bases” in northern New Mexico 
(eight times to Philmont), Maine, Min-
nesota, and the Florida Keys, on camping 
trips to Alaska and europe, on father-son 
sailing and fishing excursions in the 
Caribbean, rafting the Colorado Rivers, 
biking through Yosemite National Park, 
backpacking in the Grand Tetons, and 
visiting historical sites in the east. 

He credits the Rev. David McShane, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
when White was leading those trips, 
for his longevity as an adult scouter. 
“He was always a solid supporter of 
the troop,” said White, who knows the 
organization’s history by chapter and 
verse. He said McShane recruited him for 

At the 90th anniversary celebration for troop 205 last August, 
The Rev. Seth Weeldreyer led the traditional Philmont prayer, 
and Bill Kelly acted as MC. Both are troop 205 Eagle scouts.

Current scoutmaster Paul Sidney displays the anniversary 
plaque and certificate that was presented to the troop by Davy 
Smith of the Southwest Michigan Council.
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had summers off to devote to the troop.”
While Leland Walker was appointed 

the troop’s first scoutmaster in 1916 and 
served for one year, two other “pioneers” 
are also credited with building the solid 
foundation that insured its durability. 

No. 2 in what has been 36 scoutmas-
ters, and serving for about two years, was 
Andrew Lenderink, who was the city of 
Kalamazoo’s public-works engineer for 
both the city of Kalamazoo, holding that 
post for about a dozen years, and then 
Parchment, from 1930 to 19�9. In 1932, 
because of his overall 
contribution to scout-
ing, Lenderink was 
one of the first national 
recipients of the Silver 
Beaver Award, the Boy 
Scouts of America’s No. 
1 honor for volunteers.

The Rev. John 
Wirt Dunning, the 
church’s pastor for 23 
years, was No. 3 in 
line as scoutmaster 
and served in 1919. He 
had previously led the 
way in establishing the 
troop in May of 1916. 
He left Kalamazoo in 
1938 to become presi-

dent of Alma College. 
Until White arrived on the scene 

in 1964, no scoutmaster had served for 
more than four years, and most typically 
for only one or two.

“every once in awhile,” said White, 
“I’ll receive a letter or an e-mail from a 
fellow who was in our troop. The mes-
sage always seems to be the same. Scout-
ing was the ‘best professional training 
I’ve ever had.’ But what also comes out of 
the experience is an awareness of nature 
and the importance of protecting the 

environment.” 
White also served on the staff and 

as the director of Camp Rota-Kiwan 
for a decade and was vice president of 
the Southwest Michigan Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America for 20 years. He 
performed most of his council functions 
after he had turned the troop over to 
his successor, David Dunfield, who was 
scoutmaster from 1988–1992. 

“It (council duties) was a necessary 
post,” he said, “but it was never as re-
warding as being out at a campsite with 

our scouts.”

Present scout-
master Sidney, 
a graduate of 

Comstock High School 
who took courses at 
Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College, is 
a driver for a trans-
portation company 
based in Munster, Ind. 
Logging up to 11,000 
miles a month on the 
interstate — hauling 
loads of steel mostly 
to the Detroit area 
— Sidney juggles his 
trucking schedule to fit 

Boy Scouts

Eagle scouts recite the Eagle pledge at the 90th anniversary celebration.
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in with his duties as scoutmaster. Having 
as a youth been a Scout with the troop, 
he became involved as an adult leader in 
1999 and replaced Bill Arnold (2003-
200�) as the scoutmaster of Troop 20� 
six years later.

Sidney has taken Kalamazoo-area 
scouts on the high-adventure Philmont, 
N. M., trip only once to date. Regarded 
as the “Walhalla” of boy scouting, it is 
the essential experience. “Philmont,” 
he said, “is where boys and young men 
learn whether they can really cut the 
mustard in scouting.”

even in their wildest visions, Robert 
Baden-Powell, the George Washington 
of scouting, and Boyce could never have 
imagined what the Boy Scout movement 
would become. 

Baden-Powell, who served in the 
British military in Africa, returned to his 
homeland afterwards to learn that British 
boys were reading the manual on stalking 
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and surviving in the wilderness, which he 
had written for his soldiering peers. He 
rewrote that manual to be a nonmilitary 
document, “Scouting for Boys,” which 
focused on nature skills. He is credited 
with the first “scouting” campout — on 
an island off the coast of england.

Boyce, a Chicago publisher, was ex-
posed to the movement in 1909 when he 
lost his way in a dense London fog. The 
boy who came to his aid guided Boyce to 
his destination, refused a tip and went off 
into the night satisfied that he had done 
his “good turn” for the day. Sound like the 
scouting oath? That inspired a meeting 
with Baden-Powell — and scouting made 
the trip across the Atlantic.

White retraced that overseas jour-
ney in his tenure as Troop 20� scout-
master. A month-long campout included 
stays in Great Britain, Germany, Austria, 
Italy, France, and the former Yugoslavia 
decades before that nation came apart as 
a result of ethnic intolerance.

Scouting costs money, and the troop 
has always responded to the challenge, 
which is why, as White said, it is just as 
important to sign up parents as it is to 
sign up boys. Over the years, the troop’s 
supporters have become something of 
a sorority/fraternity. even after their 
youngsters move on to college and pro-
fessional lives, some of the parents have 
stayed involved.

“For years,” Linden said, “the troop 
made money by holding garage sales, 
long before that breed of fund-raiser 
spread across the landscape like wildfire. 
People used to donate good stuff to the 
troop year-round and it was stored in our 
barn on Lake Street until the day of the 
sale, which was a very popular event at 
one time.”

The “Super Sale” eventually gave 
way as a revenue producer to the “Beef 
Bonanza” that was held for many years 
after the Sunday church service. Its tra-
ditional menu was brought back for the 
reunion. The troop’s external fundrais-
ing these days are Christmas wreaths, 
complete with Internet sales.

White was also instrumental in 

putting the troop’s finances on solid 
ground. While managing the organiza-
tion’s yearly operational funds, he and 
his assistants decided to build up some 
kind of a saving’s account. That led to 
the creation of an endowment fund 
through the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation.

“It took a long time to build it up,” 
White said, “but it’s there. The endow-
ment means that the troop’s funds will 
always be handled properly. It is a nice 
cushion to have and to fall back on if 
needed. When I first became scoutmas-
ter, finances were a day-to-day proposi-
tion. There was no rainy-day fund in 
case something happened. Now there is.”

The Lake Street garage has remained 
home to the troop’s fleet of vans and 
buses over the years. The current bus 
— the troop’s fifth in a series — is 13 
years old and hauls leaders and scouts on 
the long voyages. It’s a 1,100-mile run to 
Philmont, for example.

“We’ve gotten our money’s worth 
out of them,” Sidney said. “We ran the 
wheels off of one, but it was in really 
good shape mechanically. even though 
I’m on the road just about every week, I 
still enjoy the bus-driving aspect of be-
ing the scoutmaster.”

Boy Scouts

A 1971 trip to Wyoming’s Grand Tetons.

Ph
ot

os
: P

ro
vi

de
d 

by
 M

ar
sh

al
l R

ut
z

44 E N C O R E  •  J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 7



Jim Gilmore Enterprises
162 East Michigan Avenue

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007
(269) 381-3490 • gilmoreent.com

COMERICA BUILDING

MICHIGAN
BUILDING

Premium
Downtown
Office
Space
at
Affordable
Rates

Telephone 381-3490

for complete information
& immediate availability.

Quality Assured Suites
from 350 sq. ft. to
12,000 sq. ft. per floor

Sidney has a few other reasons why 
he does what he does:

“I have always liked the camping,” 
he said, “and the memories that are made 
at those moments. I get to relive all of the 
fun and games I went through as a kid. 
Again, I like driving the bus even though 
that’s what I do for a living.”

Subliminally, within “the fun and 
games,” he said he enjoyed the opportu-
nities to gain leadership skills. “Scouts 
can start as a patrol leader and move up 
the ladder to troop instructor, teaching 
younger members the right way to tie 
knots, and how to start and douse a fire.”

White, who moved to the Kalama-
zoo area in 1946 as a 7-year-old, admits 
that “the outdoor stuff” — the camping, 
hiking and canoeing — is what attracted 
him to donate a ton of his leisure time. 
“I can remember that my father took me 
to a scout meeting,” he recalled. “I went 
kicking and screaming all of the way. 
Some �0 years later, I’m still at it.”

As Boy Scouts themselves, both 
White and Sidney remember the camara-
derie with their peers.

“But you really get the reward later 
when you are older,” Sidney said. “The 
kids really don’t get it while it is all hap-
pening. When they are adults and they 

A 1971 trip to Wyoming’s Grand Tetons.
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Boy Scouts

start thinking about what went on, that’s 
when it fi nally dawns on them.”

While the traditional Boy Scout 
is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, 
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, 
thrifty, brave, clean and reverent, there is 
more to it than all of those positive traits 
and characteristics. The testimonials 
from various now-grown Scouts, which 
poured in for the reunion, speak to that:

— “You can’t say in one sentence or 
one breath what my 11 years in Troop 
20� gave me — leadership, personal spir-
it, travel, belief in the system of scouting, 
athleticism, and the belief in what good 
people can do.”

— “I remember on an Isle Royal trip 
when one of the scout leaders peeled and 
ate raw garlic cloves. He said it kept wild 
animals away. As we hiked, we would 
catch the scent of garlic.”

— “I remember my parents insisting 
I be in Troop 20� because it would ‘do 
me good,’ and it did.”

— “I remember learning to march. 

Poetry anyone? How about 
shar ing your verse wi th       
Kalamazoo-area readers? 
Please submit a short per-
sonal profi le to accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com

A 1992 canoe adventure in the east branch of the 
Penobscot.

46  E N C O R E  •  J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 7



At Keystone Community Bank, we really shouldn’t
brag about our ability to fine-tune our products and
services to meet the needs of our community.
Because while everyone at Keystone is committed to
great service, the fact that we are a community bank
makes doing business on a personal level a lot easier. 

Local loan decisions, local management, and a local
board of directors allow Keystone Community Bank
to provide a level of service that can’t be matched by
a bank whose decision makers are in some other city.

It just goes to show that higher volumes don’t always
make it easier to listen.

Kalamazoo Office
269.553.9100

Portage Office
269.321.9100

Drake Road Office
269.544.9100

Woodbridge Hills Office
269.323.9100

Oakwood Plaza Office
269.488.9200

www.keystonebank.com

Member FDIC

Tuned to your needs.

KEY990-Arts Ad  4/11/06  4:27 PM  Page 1

Everyone’s favorite Paint and Wallpaper Store 
Since 1943.

2 LOCATIONS:

231 W. Cedar St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
344-2860

5024 S. Westnedge Ave.
Portage, MI 49002
343-5529

www.douglasandson.com

We marched everywhere we went. It was 
the worst and the best of times.”

White actually began his 
scoutmastering career with 
Troop 18 in Parchment, a 

stint that predated his military service. It 
was in Parchment where he encountered 
Marshall Rutz, who joined that troop. 

Rutz went on to attend the Uni-
versity of Michigan from 1967 to 1971, 
but spent his summers assisting White 
with Troop 20� functions. The two 
became professional colleagues as well 
when Rutz joined the Portage Northern 
High School faculty as a social-studies 
teacher.

Following his 1998 retirement, Rutz 
moved to Summit County in Colorado 
where he takes part in activities taught 
him as a Boy Scout — skiing, snowshoe-
ing, biking, hiking, mountain climbing, 
kayaking, exploring and tennis. He’s also 
maintained his connection to Troop 20�, 
helping to plan the reunion and joining 

Former assistant scout master Marshall Rutz 
demonstrates uses for a 35mm film canister.
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Boy Scouts

members when they take on Philmont, 
the Grand Tetons, and other exciting 
destinations. And he’s also generously 
provided alumni with the use of his digs 
as a base of operations when they sample 
nature’s best in the West.

“Most veterans of Troop 20� have 
an incredible loyalty to it,” Rutz said, 
“and to its traditions and leadership. 
That is probably why so many of them 
stay in contact with each other over the 
years and decades. They love to relive 
what they experienced at Philmont, their 
camping in Maine, their canoeing in the 
Boundary Waters (in Minnesota), their 
trips to Alaska and europe.

“When I was still active with the 
troop with Bob as an assistant scoutmas-
ter,” Rutz said, “alumni would stop by 
and make a brief appearance. The most 
commonly asked question was: ‘What’s 
the troop doing this summer?’ 

“No matter where they were liv-
ing, what they were doing, or how many 
years had passed,” he said, “they always 
seemed to know that the troop bus would 
be heading out to someplace exciting and 
challenging when summer arrived.

“That’s a credit to Bob White, who 
devoted decades and untold hours of his 
life to scouting and to making Troop 20� 
into what was probably the best troop in 
the nation,” Rutz said.

“He set new standards in leader-
ship, planning and organization,” Rutz 
said. “Truly, he must have played a 
massive role in turning young boys of 
11 into highly productive and principled 
citizens.”

Those reins today are in the hands 
of George “Paul” Sidney, who for a living 
keeps a gear-jamming, 34-wheeler on the 
no-jackknifing straight and narrow on 
the interstates of the Midwest. 

And for the fun — and joy — of it, 
he does the same “straight-and-narrow” 
act for �0 boys just about every week.  
“The secret to our success has been that 
we sign up the parents when we sign up 
the boys,” said former scoutmaster Rob-
ert White, who led Kalamazoo’s Troop 
20� for nearly 2� years. 
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 he stepped onto the shores of the little 
city by the Mississippi River bluffs, he 
became smitten with one of its actresses 
and costume designers, Dawn Rust, who 
took him out with some of her friends on 
his first night there. They were married 
two years later.

With an operating budget of $�00,000 
and a full-time staff of eight (compared 
with the Civic’s $1.8 million budget and 
staff of 38), La Crosse was “the little 
theater that could.” enders, through an 
ingenious radio advertising campaign in 
which actors, patrons, and crew talked 

about what theater really 
meant to them, the theater 
was “repositioned in the 
community.” 

While in La Crosse, 
enders also became actively 
involved in the American 
Association of Community 
Theaters, including serving 
on its board. In 1998, one 
of his shows, “Cotton Patch 
Gospel,” took first place in 
state, first in region, and 
third in national A.A.C.T. 
competitions. “It was the 
only show that anyone can 
remember that got a stand-
ing ovation at nationals,” 
he said.

In 2001, enders took 
his show, “Fantasticks,” to 
the Yakoma International 
Theater Festival in Japan, 
where, shortly follow-
ing 9/11, the cast felt like 
“emissaries of the United 
States,” he said.

“It was an amazing 
experience,” said enders, 
who, along with the cast, stayed with 
a Japanese host family while there. “To 
know that theater was being used to 

make these cultural connections was very 
eye-opening.”

Shortly after he returned to La Crosse, 

Enders
(continued from page 15)

In 2001 Enders took a group from LaCrosse 
Community Theatre to the Yakumo International 
Theatre Festival. Here he is shown with the 
children of his host family.

Morrie Enders displays the coat from a production of “Joseph’s Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat,” which he directed in LaCrosse, Wisc.

In 200�, when Duwain Hunt, then 
managing director of The Civic 
Theatre in Kalamazoo, was prepar-

ing for retirement, he decided The Civic’s 
head position should be split into two 
roles, one more managerial and one more 
artistic. In the last decade, the theater 
had seen much growth, with its facilities 
increased by two additions, including 
the Parish Theatre, and its staff of 17 
employees growing to 38. The 78-year-
old institution was ripe for a change in 
management.

According to Civic managing direc-

tor Kristen Chesak, a long-time Civic 
staff person, and Morrie enders, Civic 
artistic director and former managing di-
rector of La Crosse Community Theatre 
in La Crosse, Wisc., Hunt’s decision was 
a wise one.  

“It was definitely time to split the 
position in two,” said Chesak, who still 
holds the primary managerial position. 
“I don’t know how Duwain did both jobs. 

“A lot of my job is steering the ship. 
Morrie is new but not new,” she said, 
referring to enders’ former Civic intern-
ship and visit as a director 10 years ago. 

“He brings a freshness and newness to the 
Civic that we have not had in a while. I 
think he has great ideas and a great love 
for this theater. His fresh approach to the 
same old problems has been good.”

equally enthusiastic about the 
partnership, enders said, “We’re getting 
a great yin-yang thing going. She has 
this incredible inner calm, which is re-
ally great to have in someone who is in 
charge. I can’t think of anyone who loves 
this theater more than she does or who 
knows it more than she does. It’s a great 
passion.” 

Forming a Team

�0 E N C O R E  •  J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 7



Insertion Order # 611020239
Sunrise Senior Living 

The Fountains at Bronson Place – Bad Weather
4.75 x 7.375, 4C
Pub: Encore/MI

Insertion Date: December 06

Artwork due to pub: 11/15/06 5pm EST

At The Fountains at Bronson Place,
a Sunrise Senior Living community,
residents never need to contend
with Mother Nature. They have
our professional, caring staff with
them – along with friends, great
dining options, cultural events, an
art studio on-site and much more.

Before the next storm hits, find
out what The Fountains at
Bronson Place has to offer. Our
resident-centered approach to

senior living puts the resident first,
giving them options to meet their
individual needs and wishes.

Visit or call The Fountains at
Bronson Place to see what we do
to make our community a place
you can call home.

Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks. 
Snow to shovel.

Soon you’ll be wishing you lived with us. 

Call 269-382-3546 or 
visit us today to discover 
maintenance-free living.

1700 Bronson Way • Kalamazoo, MI 49009

For more information and a FREE online newsleltter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com
Offering Independent Living, Assisted Living, Nursing and Rehabilitative Care

Dawn was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer, a particularly virulent disease. She 
lived for seven more months. “A reevalu-
ation of life goes on,” enders said of the 
aftermath. “Why am I spending my time 
doing plays?”

It was a time of serious reflection and 
introspection, and enders came to a new 
appreciation of his chosen field. He came 
to understand in a renewed way that the-
ater has the potential to change lives.

While in the hospital, Dawn ex-
pressed the wish to set up a new building 
fund for the theater, along with a memori-
al for “the nieces,” four of Dawn’s relatives 
with whom she was particularly close. 
each niece had been made a promise of 
a trip to New York on her 16th birthday, 
which enders vowed to keep.

enders stayed on in La Crosse after 
Dawn’s death. In 200�, he received a 
notice about the position opening at 
the Civic. His business manager looked 
stricken. “Don’t worry,” he said. “I’m not 
going anywhere.”

“I wouldn’t worry if it was any other 
place than Kalamazoo,” she said.

In his capacity as artistic director, 
enders participates in choosing the 
season of plays and the order, and 

he selects directors, choreographers 
and music directors, and helps facilitate 
communication between all the partici-
pants in a play, even staff designers. He 
has been called the “guardian angel of 
productions.” 

“I attend a lot of rehearsals,” said 
enders. “In addition to seeing if the per-
formance is progressing, I also check the 
temperature of the rehearsal. How does 
everyone feel about what they’re doing? 

“My goal is that the heart and soul 
of theater operations is ensured while 
we make sure we’re producing the finest 
experience possible. I think they go hand 
in hand.”

enders enjoys taking out-of-town the-
aterphiles on Civic tours. “Their jaws drop 
open,” he said proudly of the facility that 
was built in 1931 to resemble a big top tent.

“One of my missions is to make sure 
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Enders

that everyone understands what a special 
place this is. The first night we had the 
orchestra, I said, ‘Don’t ever be spoiled by 
this. Don’t ever get over the thrill of this. 
You should get up every morning and kiss 
the ground because you live in Kalama-
zoo, Michigan.’”

enders recently went back to La 
Crosse to see “Anything Goes,” a produc-
tion he had just directed in Kalamazoo. 
“It was good, but it didn’t look anything 
like this,” he said, gesturing to his com-
puter screen, where technicolor scenes of 
the show flash by.

“You have top-knotch staff members 
here, designers who are incredibly gifted, 
and production team members who take 
those designs and make them real. We 
try to match the brilliance of the build-
ing to what we’re putting in it. We have 
the tools and we have the artistry to 
make it happen.”

And while enders is making his mark 
on Kalamazoo, his and his wife’s legacy in 
La Crosse continues. On his desk recently 
were detailed plans for the new theater 
with its fly space, stage right, orchestra pit 
and enlarged lobby. It’s scheduled to be 
built in 2009. enders also just took his first 
16-year-old niece on a trip to New York.

What’s clearest of all about enders 
is that he loves the “community” of com-
munity theater. “In any given play, you 
can have 20 different levels of experience. 
And I love to work with actors who are 
age-appropriate to the roles. It’s a melting 
pot of theater. How exciting is that?

 “A good director gets to say ‘yes’ all 
the time. Yes, you were good, yes, you can 
act, yes, you look great in that costume ... 
The best directors say ‘yes’ the most.

“The greatest part to me is to see 
the walls come tumbling down and see 
that creativity burst out, and it happens 
to adults as well as children. They never 
thought they could do it because no one 
told them they could. 

“You have the opportunity to 
touch these lives. How can you not be 
excited making a difference in other 
people’s lives?” enders asked. “It’s a 
joyful life.” 
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This large deciduous tree, reaching 70 feet in height with a 
single straight trunk and tall crown, has compound leaves 8–14 
inches in length made up of �–7 pointed leaflets. It 
produces thick-shelled, sweet, whitish nuts encased 
in a green husk that turns brown in the fall. The nuts 
were a diet staple of the native Americans and early 
colonists. The wood is highly coveted and used as fuel 
because of its high heat value and even burn; a cord of 
cured wood produces almost as much heat as a ton of 
anthracite coal. The tough properties of the wood make 
it suitable for many uses, including tool handles, wheel 
spokes, plowing instruments, early-era golf-club shafts, 
furniture, ladder rungs and baseball bats (Remember 
the Louisville Slugger?). Standing out against Michigan’s winter 
snow, the gray bark, peeling in long vertical plates (strips) that 
grow rough with age, gives this tree its “shaggy” appearance. 
The shagbark hickory, also called the upland hickory, is found 
throughout the southern half of the Lower Peninsula and is 
native to our state.

Answer!

Out on a Limb

(question on p. 11)

 INDeX TO ADVeRTISeRS

 All ears Theatre.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2�

 Arcadia Investment Management Corp . . . . . 43

 Borgess Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ��

 Bravo! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

 Borgess VNA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22

 Cornerstone Office Systems . . . . . . . . . . . 20

 CSM Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �

 CTS Communications, Inc .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26

 Bettye Daly, Realtor.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44

 Data Constructs.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  �2

 Dave’s Glass Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

 DeMent & Marquardt, P.L.C .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33

 Douglas & Son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

 A. G. edwards.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

 Fat City Bistro.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19

 First National Bank of Michigan.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  �3

 Flipse, Meyer, Allwardt.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  �2

 Fontana Chamber Arts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23

 Fountains at Bronson Place  . . . . . . . . . . . �1

 Gilmore enterprises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4�

 John Gilroy Photography.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  �2

 Great Lakes Plastic & Hand Surgery  . . . . . . 3� 

 Great Lakes Vein Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

 Greenleaf Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

 Griffin Pest Solutions.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23

 Harbour Bay Furniture .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3�

 Heilman’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �1

 IdUN Spa Salon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

 Irwin Union Bank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �4

 Jansen Valk Thompson & Reahm . . . . . . . . 13

 Kalamazoo Concert Band . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

 Kalamazoo Foot Surgery .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1�

 Kalamazoo Neuro Institute  . . . . . . . . . . . �6

 Kalamazoo Singers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

 Kalamazoo Valley Museum . . . . . . . . . . . 3�

 Keystone Community Bank . . . . . . . . . . . 47

 Kirshman & Associates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

 MacKenzies’ Bakery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

 Millbrook Printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

 Millennium Restaurant Group.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44

 Miller Auditorium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

 Miller Davis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4�

 The Park Club.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14

 Parkway Plastic Surgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

 Plastic Surgery of Kalamazoo, P.C.  . . . . . . . 19

 Portage Printing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

 Thomas J. Saewert, DDS . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

 J. Peter Schma.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . �

 Sledrunner Financial .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  46

 Uforia Medical Spa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

 R.B. Wiser & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

 Zazio’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
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Guess
WHO

“Captain” Anne Drummond has both hands full as the 
director of guest development for the fi ve-location Millennium 
Restaurant Group.

The native of Lexington, Ky., grew up in Grosse Pointe and 
lived in New Orleans for fi ve years before calling Kalamazoo 
home with husband eric Drummond, who is the fi eld opera-
tions manager at Centennial Wireless.

She categorizes her Millennium duties as 6� percent mar-
keting and 3� staff development at the group’s fi ve sites.

The co-founder and current board member of the Down-
town Kalamazoo Restaurant Association, Anne equates her 
hobbies and her volunteerism as being one and the same, and 
— with apologies to Captain Hook — that’s no crock.

She is president of the governing board of Community 
AIDS Resource and education Services (CAReS) and serves as 

the recording secretary of the Junior League of Kalamazoo.
Her other community affi liations include the Kalamazoo 

County Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Friends of the 
WMU Political Action Committee, the Downtown Kalamazoo 
Association Charities, the Kalamazoo Rotary, and the March of 
Dimes.

As a lifetime member of the Girls Scouts of America, 
Anne is a recipient of the Gold Award and volunteers some of 
her spare time to the organization’s Glowing embers Council, 
which, as epitomized by the group she works for, totals as much 
as 1,000 hours annually.

Answer To

Anne Drummond

Costume and makeup by Tony Gerard of Timid Rabbit Costume Shop.

�4  E N C O R E  •  J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 7





The one and only...

Your Imaging Leader.

KNI/Southwest Michigan Imaging  . 1700 Gull Road  . Kalamazoo, MI 49048  . (269) 342-1099  . www.kniimaging.com

First MRI in the region. First to go filmless.

First to be JCAHO accredited. First to

transmit images over the internet. Virtually

every MRI advance in Southwestern

Michigan has been pioneered by KNI. Now

serving the region at two locations, includ-

ing the new NeuroInstitute of Southwest

Michigan, KNI brings you the first and only

open MR magnet in the region. Improved

comfort for patients. Great diagnostic

information for physicians.

Philips Panorama 1.0T MR system


