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SURELY SOMETIME in your life someone has admonished you to: 
“Be careful what you wish for because you might just get it.” If I 
were a betting man, I would bet that most people in southwest 
Michigan have wished for an end to winter at least once during 

the past month. There is no doubt that we 
have had a long, cold and snowy winter this 
year, but you may want to think again about 
wishing for it to end.

Consider all of the wonderful things 
you are leaving behind as winter wanes and 
finally fades into history. Soon to be behind 
us is the best time of the year to get absolutely 
nothing done — to be lazy, ignore the work-

outs and gather a little extra around the waist. Winter is also the 
only season of the year when you are privileged to leave for work 
before the sun rises and come home after the sun has set. This 
darkness provides the backdrop for the best season to avoid those 
skin-damaging, cancer-causing, sweat-producing, golden rays of 
sunshine that we deal with the rest of the year. With our proximity 
to Lake Michigan, we are blessed with a delightfully thick blanket 
of clouds that provides a three-month-long shield from the sun. 

Now, do you really want warmer days to arrive? Ponder care-
fully what is ahead. Spring is the time of year when we find what 
has been hiding beneath the snow for so long — like maybe an 
accumulation of leaves that didn’t quite get cleaned up last fall. 

And the discovery may be a lawn that really should have been cut just 
one last time. I won’t even mention the joy of spring for families who 
have a dog that has been unfettered and free-ranging in the backyard 
for the past few months.

Sadly one will be forced to put away the warm and snuggly clothes 
that have draped our bodies since November, the excessively bulky 
sweaters and dreadfully heavy coats that will be stored for another sea-
son. And, surely, folks won’t be comfortable wearing those high fashion 
boots that have been resisting protection from winter’s ravages.

If all of this isn’t discouraging enough, think of what else lies 
ahead. The grass is likely to be so lush and green that you will feel 
compelled to cut it twice a week to keep it as neat and trim as the 
neighbors’ — and all because you just couldn’t resist using the fertil-
izer spreader. Then there are all the flower gardens that seem to have 
doubled in size since last year, with weeds sprouting everywhere. Yes, 
you can finally get down and dirty in the garden to plant the annuals 
and split the perennials, but oh my, there is the aching back. Boy, it 
sounds like fun.

So as winter weakens and spring soars into your life this year, 
just remember: You wished for it, and now you have it. Enjoy the out-
door work — and the play. See you on the golf course.
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“You Do 
What You 
Have to 
Do. ”

By Robert M. Weir

When Walt Forbes describes 
this Bell P-39 Air Cobra to the 
Kalamazoo Air Zoo visitors, 
he can tell them he was 
trained to fly such an aircraft 
in the early 1940s, squeezing 
himself and his fanny-pack 
parachute into the bucket 
seat of the very tight cockpit.

By Robertt MMM. WeirB

A 
Hero 
in the 
Sky

Photo: Robert Weir
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ALT FORBES was 20 in No-
vember 1944, and, already, 

he had flown 72 combat 
missions over Europe, patrolled the air-
space over Omaha Beach on D-Day, pro-
vided air support for General Patton’s 
march across France and into Germany, 
shot down one German Messerschmitt, 
and made a dead-stick landing when his 
P-47 took a hit through the engine from 
anti-aircraft fire. 

But that was just the beginning 
for this young First Lieutenant who, 
over his 28-year military career, would 
train other pilots, fly four-engine cargo 
planes in the Korean War and special 
operations aircraft in the Vietnam  
War, work for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

and land three more disabled aircraft:  
a C-54 troop transport, an F-100  
fighter jet, and a lightweight general 
aviation plane. 

Today, Walt is a docent at the Kala-
mazoo Air Zoo. And soon — this coming 
April, in fact — he will be enshrined into 

the Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame. And 
well he deserves that honor.

Walt’s military awards include 
Legion of Merit, Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross with First Oak Leaf Cluster, 
Bronze Star, Air Medal with 16 Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Joint Services Commendation 

Serving as a docent at the Kalamazoo Air Zoo 
and sharing his enthusiasm for airplanes with 
young people brings great joy to Walt Forbes.

These six young men were pilots of Operation 
High Flight that ferried aircraft from Iceland 
to Northern Europe via the North Pole. Walt 
Forbes is kneeling in front on the left.
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Forbes

Medal, and Air Force Commendation 
Medal. The citations contain phrases 
such as “outstanding heroism and self-
less devotion to duty,” “exceptionally 
meritorious conduct,” and “outstanding 

professional knowledge.” 
Yet, Walt Forbes describes his 

adventures and accomplishments with 
aplomb. “I’ve had some apprehensions, 
but I’ve never been scared. You do what 

you have to do,” he says.
Walt’s enthusiasm for aviation 

sparked when he was 5 in Niles, Mich., 
the town where he was born in 1924. 
His grandparents lived next to the com-
munity’s grass airstrip. One day, a Ford 
Trimotor, Henry Ford’s “Flying Goose,” 
landed there. “My aunt took me to the 
airport, and we went for a ride. And that 
was it! I was nuts about airplanes,” says 
Walt, who, now 85, recalls the day with 
a gleam in his eyes. 

In 1937 Walt’s parents moved to 
Kalamazoo, and Walt attended State 
High School, a private educational facil-
ity associated with Western Michigan 
College of Education. On Friday nights 
he walked to teen dances in Washing-
ton Square, and, whenever possible, 
hung out at the airport. 

When recruiters for the U.S. Army’s 
Aviation Cadet Program set up an office 
in the Capital Theater on South Street, 
he was in their office in a heartbeat, 
ready to enlist. “The war was on. I went 
there and said, ‘Hey, I want to do it,”’  
he relates.

At that time, the military entity 
that later became the U.S. Air Force 
was known as the Army Air Corps. 
Its purpose was to achieve and main-
tain air superiority by supporting 
ground troops, escorting bombers, and 
engaging in aerial combat. Aviation 
candidates needed only a high school 
education — and to be 18. Walt passed 
the written and physical exams, but was 
still a few months shy of the required 
minimum age. 

He obtained his mother’s permis-
sion to sign the enlistment papers, 
then awaited his birthday the following 
February. Yet, nearly a full year passed 
before Walt received the call to report 
to Fort Custer in Battle Creek to get 
his uniform and immunization shots. 
Then he was off to Jefferson Barracks 
in St. Louis, Mo., where, he says, “I was 
just a GI. I went through basic training, 
marched, did K.P., and all the things 
you have to do in the military.”

That was followed by a tough two 
Answer on page 53.

What Kalamazoo organization began  
in 1844 and still meets in the building  
it erected in 1879?

ALTER B. FORBES is among 
four persons to be inducted 

into the Michigan Aviation Hall 
of Fame in 2009. The others are Harry 
T. Stewart, a fighter pilot in WWII and 
a Tuskegee Airman; Kenneth L. Porter, 
a fighter pilot in WWI (deceased); and 
Duane D. Hackney, a U.S. Air Force para-
rescueman (deceased). Each was selected 
in a ballot process by a jury of peers. 

The Hall of Fame will also honor 
Duncan Aviation with its Spirit of Flight 
Award, and author and historian James 
Tobin will receive the Harriet Quimby 
Award for his books on Ernie Pyle and 
the Wright Brothers.

The induction will occur at a special 
awards ceremony on Saturday, April 18, 
to be held among the historical aircraft 
in the Air Zoo aviation museum at 6151 
Portage Rd., Portage. The event is open 
to the public and includes a reception 

at 5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m., and the 
program to follow. The cost is $60 per 
ticket. Reservations can be made by 
telephone at 269-382-6555 or online at 
www.airzoo.org.

The Michigan Aviation Hall of 
Fame inducted its first honorees in 
1987. Among the 92 persons enshrined 
there—each with some connection 
to Michigan—are Charles Lindbergh, 
Henry Ford, the first U.S. aviatrix Har-
riet Quimby, aviation pioneer William 
Boeing, Grumman CEO George Skurla, 
aeronautic designer Clarence “Kelly” 
Johnson, several Tuskegee Airmen, and 
two astronauts. 

Michigan 
Aviation 
Hall of Fame 
Inductee

This photo of a young Walt Forbes sitting in the 
cockpit of a plane he piloted in the 1940s is the 
model for the artistic rendering of him to be dis-
played at the Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame.
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weeks at a cadet evaluation facility in 
Nashville, Tenn., where, Walt says, 
“They checked us out every which way, 
mentally and physically, and washed 
out at least half of the candidates.”

His orientation as an aviation cadet 
began at Maxwell AFB in Montgom-
ery, Ala., where his academic classes 
included meteorology, navigation, 
aircraft identification, and Morse code. 
There, Walt was appointed cadet officer, 
responsible for the other men in his 
barracks, a leader of his peers.

He received primary aviation train-
ing at the Army airfield in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., under the tutelage of a civilian 
instructor in a Boeing Stearman PT-17, 
an open cockpit, single-engine prop 
biplane with a seat forward and a seat 
aft. With matter-of-fact simplicity, Walt 
describes the experience: “I walked in 
on a Sunday, hung up my clothes, and 
got acquainted with the base. On Mon-
day morning, I reported to the flight 
line and met my instructor. We walked 
around the airplane. He put me in the 
backseat, and he got in the front. We 
started the engine, taxied out, and got 
on the runway. ‘Get ready, set, and do 
this and do that,’ he said. And I flew.”

Aviation cadets were allowed a 

A much younger Walt Forbes stands in front  
of the seal of the University of Southern  
California where he took a flight-engineering 
safety course in the early 1950s.
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Forbes

maximum of 10 hours of airtime with 
this instructor. If they could not solo by 
then, they were washed out and sent off 
to be ground soldiers. Walt soloed in six 
hours. “I just had that knack,” he says 
of this accomplishment.

At the Army airfield in Greenville, 
Miss., the aircraft, a Vultee BT-13, was 
bigger and the instructor was a mili-
tary officer. “He checked us out to see 
if we could function in it. Then we did 
maneuvers and started flying closer 

formations and flying by the instru-
ments with a hood over our head so we 
couldn’t look outside,” Walt recalls. 

The cadets also engaged in their first 
competition flying. “They put a string 
between two poles on the runway. You 

These four airplanes show the changes in technology that Walt Forbes experienced throughout a 28-year military career in which he piloted 16 different aircraft.
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were to land as close as you could on 
the other side. They started out with the 
string about a foot high, but, as we got 
better, they kept raising it,” Walt states, 
adding that the goal was precision, learn-
ing to land in the shortest possible space 

regardless of the length of the runway. 
Upon completion of this level of 

training, some cadets were assigned to 
become cargo pilots, and some were 
designated as fighter pilots who would 
engage enemy aircraft in dogfights or 

participate in interdiction ground at-
tacks. Walt was among the latter, and 
he was sent to Selma, Ala., where he 
learned to fly the more sophisticated 
North American Aviation AT-6 in close 
“fingertip formation” with other cadets. 
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Forbes

With graduation, the cadets re-
ceived their “wings,” their commissions 
as Second Lieutenants, and a leave of 
absence. 

“The biggest thing I remember 
about graduation was that my parents 
were there,” Walt says. “Things were not 
good, moneywise, in those days, and 

The saying among airmen is that 
flying is hours and hours of 
boredom punctuated by mo-

ments of stark terror. Here are some of 
my moments: 

Shortly after D-Day, the 48th 
Fighter-Bomber Group was attacking a 
target south of St. Lo, France. As I was 
pulling off the target, I heard a crack 
and saw a hole open up in front of the 
canopy of my P-47. Then I saw the oil 
pressure start dropping. I leveled off 
at 3,000 feet and headed for the bomb 
line where I planned on bailing out if 
the engine quit. My wingman spot-
ted a new airstrip being bulldozed. I 
lined up on the strip and was about a 
mile out at 1,500 feet when the engine 
quit. I held off on lowering the landing 
gear until I was about 500 feet and 
almost over the end of the runway. I 
landed safely, rolled to a stop, and the 
engineers were immediately up on the 
wing, asking me if I was OK. It was 

then that I realized how fortunate I was 
to have accomplished a dead stick land-
ing of a P-47, which has the glide ratio 
of a rock.

In 1951 I was the chief pilot of Mili-
tary Air Transport at Haneda Airbase in 
Tokyo, flying C-54s. One day, I was on a 
mission to Hawaii with a load of military 
personnel who were on their way home 
from combat operations in Korea. After 
leveling off at 8,000 feet, the oil pressure 
on the #3 engine dropped suddenly. I 
turned back and declared an emergency. 
Shortly thereafter, the #4 engine oil pres-
sure dropped. We were now about 40 
miles out with two engines on the same 
side feathered. Fortunately, I had prac-
ticed and taught a landing technique in 
the C-54 where you maintain 1,500 feet 
until the end of the runway disappears 
and then you pull the power back to idle, 
dump the gear and full flaps and point 
the nose at the end of the runway. This 
will result in landing about 1,000 feet 

Moments of Stark Terror

Walt Forbes has many stories to tell as a result of his 28-year military career as a pilot.
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my parents had to spend some money 
to get there. When we finished, we 
got on a passenger train going north. I 
remember the train stopping and people 

down the runway. I used this technique 
and safely landed the aircraft and its 
valuable passengers. 

It’s 1956, and I am the Chief of 
Safety for the 1708th Ferrying Wing, 
ferrying aircraft across the North 
Atlantic to Europe. I had departed 
Iceland for Bitburg, Germany. The 
F-100C I was flying had had mainte-
nance problems (but) I had completed 
a maintenance test flight the previous 
day, and the aircraft was signed off as 
OK. I was on the downwind leg for 
landing at Bitburg and the rpms went 
to 35 percent and would not respond 
to throttle movements. I was faced 
with the decision to eject and let the 
aircraft crash in a populated area or try 
to make an emergency landing with no 
throttle control. I decided to attempt 
the landing. Fortunately, I landed OK. 
It turns out the fuel line had separated. 

As a civilian instructor, I was 
flying with a student in a lightweight 
single-engine general aviation aircraft. 
He came in to land and caught the 
left wheel on a light at the end of the 
runway, and the left landing gear folded 
up against the fuselage. I took com-
mand of the airplane. I flew over to the 
hangar and rocked my wings, and the 
mechanics saw what was wrong. They 
got in a truck and came out to the end 
of the runway. I came in as slowly as I 
could, and they started driving down 
the runway. When we were going the 
same speed, I touched down on the 
right wheel, and three guys riding on 
the truck bed held the left wing up. I 
slowed the plane. The driver slowed the 
truck. And we didn’t damage the plane 
any more than it already was. 

By Walt Forbes 
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Forbes

getting off and on. It may not seem 
interesting, but it’s in my memory. We 
were on leave.” 

Of being back in Kalamazoo, 
still only 19 and an officer 
in the Army Air Corps, Walt 

says, “It was nice, but nothing special. 
I don’t recall strutting around and 
making any points with anybody.” 
Recalling the patriotic climate of gas 
rationing, aluminum recycling, and 
Rosie the Riveter, he adds, “Everybody 
was completely absorbed with being 
involved in the war, doing what they 
could do.”

Walt reported for more combat 
training, particularly gunnery, at the 
Army airfield in Waycross, Ga. Flying 
a Bell P-39, he and his fellow cadets 
participated in air-to-air target practice, 
shooting color-tipped “bullets” at a ban-
ner the size of an enemy aircraft, towed 
behind another plane. “It was all about 

Air Zoo Docent Walt Forbes discusses the 
particulars of this Lockheed SR-71B Blackbird 
long-range reconnaissance aircraft with a 
group of students from Will Carleton Academy 
in Hillsdale, Mich.
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competition,” Walt explains. “I had red 
ammo, another guy had green, another 
had blue. When they brought the ban-
ner down, they could tell how many 
hits you got.”

He adds, “We did everything we 
were going to do in the war: dive bomb-
ing, skip bombing, strafing, point-to-
point navigation.” Alone in the plane, 
Walt was responsible for all of these 
functions. “That’s one of the things I 
loved about being a fighter pilot,” he 
exclaims. 

In December 1943, Walt joined 
the 48th Fighter-Bomber Group. His 
squadron shipped out of New York on 
the Queen Mary: destination, Ringwood 
Royal Air Force Station in southern 
England. A total of 75 planes were 
there, all Republic Aviation P-47s, each 
assigned to a single pilot and ground 
crew. “There was an artist in the squad-
ron, and he would paint your plane 
any way you wanted,” Walt says. “I had 
him paint a picture of Daisy Mae, and I 
named it ‘Gal from Kalamazoo’ because 
of Glenn Miller’s song.” 

(Continued on page 48)

Celery Flats: Late March

Today you can almost hear the aching:
oaks, elms and ashes twisting tight-
knit buds from the pulp marrow of bony
branches. The thrusting of reed grass and rye
weaving the thatched mat of flattened
stems from last year’s evening primrose, purple
loosestrife, and ginger-speckled touch-me-nots.

I too am feeling spring’s warm-breath
yawn on pallid cheeks and arms, the quickening
of blood and sap, the sloughing off of dead
bark, leaf, and skin, while robins pluck night
crawlers from coffee-brown soil on the deer 
path to the creek where I hear the bold 
splitting of winter’s dark dreams.

  By Margaret von Steinen
 
 
 
Margaret von Steinen is the coordinator of Western Michigan University’s Prague 
Summer Program and communications officer for the Haenicke Institute for Global 
Education. She lives in Pavilion Township with her husband, Randy, and cat, Turbo. 
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OR A NATIVE Midwesterner, Steve 
Siebers has traveled a long way to 
get to Kalamazoo. He’s had stops 

in Florida, Utah, California, Wisconsin, 
and even Chile, but his journey has not 
just been geographic. Through a series 
of experiences, including being a mis-
sionary, an actuary, and a stay-at-home 
father, he’s gained insights which have 
helped him arrive at a point in his life 
where his talents and interests meet his 
passion in his job as Children’s Program-
ming Librarian at the Kalamazoo Public 
Library (KPL). 

Steve was born and raised in Arling-
ton Heights, Ill. A new job for his father 
took the family to Miami, Fla., where 
Steve attended and graduated from 
high school. He then attended college 
at Brigham Young University in Provo, 
Utah, where his family had roots. 

Having grown up in the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, going on 
a mission had always been in his plans, so 
after his freshman year in college, he ap-
plied and was sent on a two-year mission 
to Chile. Missionaries don’t get to choose 
where they go, he said, so when receiv-
ing notification of an assignment, “you 
go grab a map and you see where that is.” 
(This would not be the last time in his life 
he would have to run for a map.)

Despite having taken high school 
Spanish and going through a two-month 
intensive language training before 
departing, Steve faced an isolating 
language barrier. Missionaries travel in 
pairs, and Steve’s “mission companions” 
were always Chilean. In addition, the 
first town to which he was assigned was 
small, about 6,000 people—so no one 
around him spoke English.

The isolation was a learning experi-
ence: “I have a real empathy for people 
who come here from other countries,” he 
said. He can relate to “being shy about 
speaking another language because you 
can’t speak it well.” He sometimes felt he 
was treated as a child, or as stupid, be-
cause he didn’t speak the language well, 
and he knows that immigrants here are 
met with the same mistaken impression. 

Lessons From 
Walking in 

Others’ Shoes
A large portion of Steve Siebers’ job

is coordinating and booking the
various children’s activities and 

programs for all five KPL branches.

By Kit Almy

Every storytime includes Steve playing his guitar 
to involve the children in singing, dancing and 
learning about musical instruments.
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“It’s just that it’s a new language to you; 
but when they realize you can’t speak 
the language, they talk down to you—or 
don’t even talk to you,” he said.

The missionary experience—
working all the time, going door to door, 
and telling people about the church—
was a very different way of experiencing 
another country. On the one hand, he 
missed out on traditional tourist experi-
ences, sightseeing and participating in 
other cultural and recreational activities. 
At the same time, “because I was doing 
missionary work, talking to people all 
the time, in their homes … I was much 
more involved in people’s lives than, say, 
if you went there as a student,” he said.

 “It was very intense, meeting people 
from all different socio-economic back-
grounds,” not something that typically 
happens in everyday life. “It seems like 
most of your experiences are with people 
who are kind of like you,” he said. These 
insights gained on his mission would 
help him later in life.

After Chile Steve returned to Brigham 
Young to complete his bachelor’s degree, 
where, in his second-to-last semester, he 
met his wife-to-be, Alisha Mellen. She was 
in her last semester of a master’s degree, 
having earned her bachelor’s degree from 
Northwestern University. 

They dated, but he was uncertain of 
her interest. Fortunately circumstances 
provided him with a way around the 
awkward question. Alisha had been 
accepted to the University of California 
at Berkeley to pursue a doctorate in Vic-
torian English literature, so Steve, who 
had always planned to move back to his 
hometown of Chicago after school, used 

his job search to subtly fi nd out where 
their relationship stood. “Instead of 
having to ask, ‘So, are we going steady?’ 
I just asked, ‘Should I send my resumes 
to Chicago or San Francisco?’ And she 
said, ‘San Francisco,’ so I knew she was 
interested,” he laughed.

After graduating from Brigham 
Young with a bachelors in 
statistics, Steve followed Alisha 

to California and took a job as a pen-
sion actuary. They married and started 
a family, but he soon found his job to be 
unsatisfying.

Steve Siebers reads a book to over 60 children and parents at his monthly evening program, Storytime 
with Mr. Steve and Friends.
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“I really appreciate the 
breadth of programming at 
KPL and am always excited 
when the next Link newslet-
ter comes out — to see what 
the next quarter brings.”

— Area Resident
  Callie Gaines

March is
Reading
Month

19



Siebers

He’d chosen his career in part  
hoping that it would allow him to have 
more time with his family and to be 
able to do volunteer work. “There are 
two types of actuaries,” he explained. 
“There are ones that work for insurance 
companies, and they are pretty much 9 
to 5, and that’s what I was looking for.” 
Instead, working as a pension actuary for 
a consulting firm meant billing his hours 
like a lawyer, “so there was a lot of pres-
sure to work more hours.” 

When his first son, Jake, was young, 
Steve took him to the Berkeley Public 
Library one evening a week, where they 
met a library employee named Helen Har-
ris who bonded with Jake and encouraged 
Steve to consider changing careers, as he 
was unhappy in his job and had consid-
ered being a librarian in the past.

“I wanted to be more involved in 
my kids’ lives,” Steve said. Plus, with one 
child and another on the way, his wife 

wasn’t getting much work done on her 
doctorate. So after four years in his job, 
he quit to stay home with the kids. This 
provided another opportunity to walk in 
someone else’s shoes, those of the tradi-
tional, stay-at-home mother, yet another 
experience which helps him relate to 
others in his work.

Having grown up during the wom-
en’s movement, Steve was well aware that 
women could work in male-dominated 
fields. This gave him respect for women 
and also liberated him, allowing him to 
consider that he could hold a traditional-
ly female role, like a stay-at-home parent 
(or a children’s librarian).

“I definitely wanted to have that 
experience … I wanted to know what 
it was like,” he said of staying at home, 
but even as he entered into this new role, 
he knew it wouldn’t be easy. “I had a 
healthy respect for what it really meant,” 
he said. “You are really isolated,” and 

Storytime with Mr. Steve and Friends always includes  
a craft. Here a father watches his daughter make a rainbow 

streamer hoop that was then used for a kids’ dance.
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as a man, he thinks he was even more 
isolated because people weren’t comfort-
able with the idea of a stay-at-home dad, 
so he wasn’t always included in activities 
with other families.

After leaving his job, he wanted to 
work part time, so with Helen as a refer-
ence, he found a job shelving books at 

the Berkeley Public Library. He hoped 
the job would help him find out if he 
really wanted to be a librarian and also 
provide experience that would serve him 
later on applications for graduate school 
or jobs. It worked out well; he loved  
the job.

“I really wanted to do something 
where I was more involved in the com-
munity,” he said. He’d already realized 
he’d never be able to do that in his spare 
time working as an actuary. “I just 
thought my career has to be sort of a 
volunteer activity,” he said.

There was still no definite plan for 
him to go back to school — or to work. 
The Siebers hoped Alisha would get a 
good job after completing her doctorate, 
and Steve would go to library school only 
if he could. But academic jobs were hard 
to come by, usually only opening up 
once a year, so they decided they would 
have to move somewhere and find jobs 

there. “We loved living in Berkeley but 
we knew it was too expensive to live 
there,” he said. 

They began to ponder where they 
could go. Growing up in Chicago, Steve 
had heard good things about Madison, 
Wisc. “We’d heard Madison was great, 
we called it ‘the affordable Berkeley,’ 
because it has winter,” he joked. “That’s 

Steve and Alisha Siebers and their four children 
enjoy Michigan winter fun.

“As a community volunteer 
for KPL’s Ready to Read 
and Reading Together pro-
grams, I see how thousands 
of people are impacted and 
enriched by these programs 
and the services they pro-
vide. These KPL services are 
such a valuable part of Kala-
mazoo that I can’t imagine 
our city without them.”

— Judy Bosshart,  
 Davenport University
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Siebers

why it’s cheaper.” At the time, he didn’t 
even know that Madison had a library 
school, but they had decided to move 
there anyway when Alisha came across 
an unexpected job opening at a college 
in Wisconsin.

Though they didn’t realize it at first, 
the college was part of the University of 
Wisconsin Colleges, a group of two-
year schools scattered around the state 
which feed into the four-year universi-
ties. So when they saw a return address 
in Wausau, Wisc., they assumed the job 
was located there. “So we ran and got 
the map — and it was too far away from 
Madison; it was three hours away,” he 
said. Disappointed, Alisha dropped the 
announcement in the recycling, but Steve 
wasn’t ready to give up the dream yet.

“I just had to look at that one more 
time, so I pulled it out of the recycling,” 
he said. He reread it and realized that 
Wausau was just the headquarters of the 
college system; the job was actually in 
Janesville. “So we grabbed the map again 
and looked at Janesville and it was 40 
miles from Madison!” 

After that lucky second look, Alisha 
applied for and got the job, and they 
moved to Madison. For the first year, 
Steve stayed home to establish in-state 

residency. He then enrolled in the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin’s library school, his 
interest in being a children’s librarian 
having been well established through his 
experience in Berkeley.

Although Alisha loved being a 
professor, she was unsatisfied teaching 
mostly freshman composition, as she’d 
done all throughout her graduate educa-
tion. So after three years, it was Steve’s 
turn again to work outside the home, 
and in 2004 he took the position at KPL.

A large portion of Steve’s job is 
coordinating and booking all the 
different children’s activities and 

programs for all five KPL branches. He 
also works in the children’s room at the 
Central branch where he helps patrons at 
the desk and puts on story times, duties 
he shares with the other two children’s 
librarians at Central. The library pres-
ents story times for toddlers, preschool-
ers, families, and even babies, as well as 
programs for Head Start classes, daycare 
centers, and schools. 

The programs involve a lot more 
than just reading. Baby story time (for 
children up to age 2, divided into two 
sections based on whether the babies 
are walking or not) emphasize rhymes, 

rhythms, and repetition, aimed at pre-
paring children for developing vocabu-
lary later. For older children and babies 
who are walking, activities involving 
movement and interaction are included, 
and music is a part of all story times, 
with Steve playing the guitar himself.

Steve considers himself “first gen-
eration Sesame Street and Mr. Rogers,” 
having grown up on those influential 
children’s television programs, and he 
borrows from them in putting on his 
monthly evening program: “Story Time 
with Mr. Steve and Friends.”

During Steve’s time as a stay-at-home dad, 
he made quilts as a hobby. Here he and Jake 

hold the quilt he made for Jake.
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344-0874

We care…when you can’t
put your best foot forward

DOUGLAS F.
BREWER, D.P.M.

GEOFFREY E.
CLAPP, D.P.M.

RICK W.
TILLER, D.P.M.

K A L A M A Z O O
FOOT SURGERY, P.C.

In addition to stories, each program 
includes a visit from a “friend,” a mem-
ber of the community with a particular 
talent, most often a musician. At an 

appointed time, the friend, who has been 
hiding in the closet, knocks on the door 
and comes out to talk to the children. 
Also, Steve said, “We see how many bean 
bags the friend can balance on their 
head.” This teaches counting and is an-
other fun aspect of the program that kids 
have come to expect.

Everything is geared to be fun, 
designed to instill in children a lifelong 
love of reading. “I just really want them 
to enjoy it—want them to have a great 
experience with books, especially from 
a very young age, and to love the library 
and want to come back,” he said.

He also hopes that as a male librar-
ian, he provides kids with a different 
perspective on traditional roles, just as 
he has had. He wants his patrons to see 
that men can be librarians and “that men 
like books, too.” 

Another important part of baby 
story times, he thinks, is the informal 
time at the end when parents can stay 
and talk with each other. “I was a stay-
at-home parent so I know how valuable 
something like that is … to be able to get 
out of the house and go do something 
and talk to other people.”

Families who meet at story times 
form lasting bonds among themselves, 
but Steve also becomes attached to his 
patrons and still enjoys seeing that first 
group of babies at preschool story times, 
now that they are almost 5. “That’s just 
what I wanted out of this job—where 
you have some connection to the com-
munity and to people’s lives and you see 
them grow over time,” he said.

Steve also enjoys watching his fam-
ily grow. He and Alisha now have three 
sons, Jake, Vance, and Hayden (14, 11, 
and 5, respectively) and a daughter, Sage, 
age 3. One of his favorite activities in his 
spare time is spending time with them. 
After all, that’s a big reason behind his 
career change.

The Siebers enjoy traveling, though 
they don’t get to as often as they’d like. 
Alisha is now an adjunct instructor at 
Western Michigan University, and her 
spring breaks don’t align with the public 
schools’. After putting off several trips, 
Steve realized his children were growing 
up too quickly. So now, he said, “I have a 
goal that anyone who’s in school, I’ll take 
on some kind of little trip during spring 
break.” Last year was an exception; he 
took his two oldest sons on a larger trek 
to Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
in Tennessee, Virginia Beach, and to visit 

Son Jake and Steve Siebers play 
with building blocks when Steve was 

home full time to care for his son.

“As a public school employee, 
I have found the resources 
and programs, particularly 
in the children and teen 
departments, to be invalu-
able. An author’s visit brings 
little known facts about the 
evolution of the book and 
its creator to life. Students 
light up at the mention

 of the “Global Reading 
Challenge.” The Kalamazoo 
Public Library enriches 
reading in our school.”

— Maureen Cartmill
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Siebers

HE KALAMAZOO Public Library 
(KPL) plans its wide variety of 

programs with the goal of attract-
ing and retaining patrons from diverse 
segments of the population. Just as story 
times for young children incorporate 
music, movement, and humor to create 
a memorable and fun library experience, 
other events cater to the needs and inter-
ests of particular audiences.

For example, the nationwide Día de 
los Niños/Día de los Libros (Children’s 
Day/Book Day), based on a Mexican 
holiday, promotes literacy in children of 
all linguistic backgrounds. In Kalamazoo, 
the event is held on the last Saturday in 
April and features storytelling and, fre-
quently, music, crafts, dance, and history.

One goal of “Día” is to attract those 
whose native language is other than Eng-
lish to use the library. The first time KPL 
celebrated the event, the program was 
presented entirely in Spanish in hopes 
that it would also “give non-Spanish 

speakers a chance to be immersed in an-
other language and develop an apprecia-
tion for what new immigrants experience 
in our community,” according to Steve 
Siebers,

KPL branch librarians work with 
centralized staff to plan programs to serve 
their particular communities. Judi Ram-
bow, lead librarian at the Alma Powell 
branch in the Douglas neighborhood, is 
always seeking new ways to communi-
cate to residents that the library belongs 
to them. She wants people to know that 
“this is for you, too; your place, your com-
munity.”

African-themed programs held each 
February have drawn large attendance. 
This year featured a current Western 
Michigan University student who was one 
of the Lost Boys of Sudan telling about his 
experiences and how he came to the Unit-
ed States. In past years, African students 
from WMU told traditional folk tales, and 
students from Maple Street Magnet School 
for the Arts presented artwork, African 
instruments, and dance.

Some groups, like teenagers, are 
especially difficult to reach. “They’re the 
hardest to get involved in the library,” Judi 
said, adding that they tend to come in 
to use the computers, but nothing more. 
Because of that, she is very proud of a 
T-shirt design class she put on last May 
with the help of Nate Bull of Vanguard 
Street Ministries. Teens were able to use 
the Internet and library books to research 
design and related topics, and in a special 
lock-in session with pizza, each partici-
pant was able to design his or her own 
shirt. Nate screen-printed the shirts, and 
some are now on display in the teen area 
of the library. 

“The kids were so happy—they 
enjoyed the whole thing,” Judi said. In 
fact, she noticed an improvement in their 
behavior in the library right away and was 
“very, very pleased.”

Powell also offers Prime Time Family 
Reading Time, a six-week series reach-
ing out to people who don’t currently use 

the library. Families are referred to the 
program through social-service agen-
cies, and dinner is provided at the weekly 
meetings to encourage the entire family 
to participate. It allows school-age kids to 
work with their parents on reading, and 
everyone is entertained with storytelling, 
music, and puppets.

Frequently, participants become 
patrons after the series is over, which is 
the goal, Judi said. “That’s the important 
part—for them to think this is their 
branch.”

The Powell branch is also add-
ing more and more adult programs. A 
monthly African American writers’ group 
features a variety of guest presenters and 
encourages participant interaction. It 
often focuses on teaching people how to 
research and tell family stories in order 
to get them involved in writing, as well as 
reading and taking advantage of library 
resources. 

Programs like this have been a 
successful way to attract new patrons. 
According to Judy, “We do get different 
people every year, and once they start 
coming they keep coming back.” 

Outreach 
Adds Value 
to KPL

A participant displays a t-shirt she designed 
in a class for teens at the Powell branch last 
spring. Examples of other students’ work hang 
behind her in the teen section of the library. 
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Professor Anson Pantz (a.k.a. Pete Stobie) came 
from the Kalamazoo Nature Center to present a 
program during last summer’s reading program 
on insects at the Powell branch.
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Looking for a new view?

Jim Gilmore Enterprises

family in North Carolina and Wash-
ington, DC.

No matter what, each summer the 
whole family travels to Steve’s grandpar-
ents’ cabin in the Utah mountains. It’s a 
reunion for the extended family, includ-
ing Steve’s five brothers and sisters, but 
the week is also anticipated by all of the 
children. “They talk about it all year—
they really love being there,” he said.

Steve has moved around quite a 
bit and spent time in some amazing 
places, but other than the winters, he 
really likes the Kalamazoo area: “One 
thing I’m really impressed with in 

Kalamazoo is how supportive they (resi-
dents) are of just all sorts of things—not 
just the library but the arts and poverty 
initiatives, things like that. It’s a very 
giving community,” he said.

His admiration for his current home is 
right in line with the pride and purpose he 
feels in his career.  He said: “I want to be 
part of something that makes where you 
live a better place.” 

When Steve traveled to Chile on a mission trip, he met many fun-loving and interesting people.
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SOLAR ENERGY technology is improving 
at a rapid rate due to the rising demand 
for clean sources of energy. However, the 
expense of a full photovoltaic system, 

which uses solar 
cells to convert 
to electricity, is 
still cost-prohibi-
tive for many ho-
meowners who 
are not likely to 
see the paybacks 
of their financial 
investment for 
several decades. 
But there are 
ways homeown-
ers can more 
cheaply utilize 
the sun’s energy 
to decrease their 

dependence on external sources of heat-
ing and cooling.

“I think solar electric is good and 
people should do it if they can,” said Bob 
Kildea, a home energy auditor and coor-
dinator for the Southwest Michigan Area 
Solar and Sustainable Building Tour held 
in October. “It’s a zero-emission source 

but can be expensive. Most people who 
install solar power use it for altruistic 
reasons or live too far from power lines 
where it is too expensive to run electri-
cal service.” 

Concern about the welfare of the 
planet and energy security were the 
reasons Bob and his wife, Louise Poirier, 
outfitted their Schoolcraft home with a 
photovoltaic electrical system, as well as 
a solar hot-water heater. Bob estimates 
that the couple saves approximately 
$200 a year in water-heating costs and 
$250 per year in electricity. These sys-
tems reduced their purchased energy by 
25 percent. 

The typical cost for a photovoltaic 
system for a moderate-sized home will 
run about $20,000, while a solar hot-
water heater, which can be purchased 
in part from Federal Solar Tax Credits, 
runs around $8,000. 

Before “going solar,” Bob suggests 
first employing commonsense ideas into 
the home that prevent energy loss. As a 
home energy auditor, Bob finds that the 
most common losses of energy in a home 
are air leaks. These can be effectively re-
duced with caulk and spray foam. Leaky 

ductwork located in attics and crawl 
spaces can also result in significant 
energy loss. 

 To further reduce energy use, 
homeowners can then employ passive 
solar techniques by using the seasonal 
path of the sun across the sky to incor-
porate ideas that improve heating and 
cooling. For instance, because the sun 
is lower in the sky during the winter, 
putting more windows on the south side 
of the house can bring the sun’s warmth 
into the home in the colder months. 
Installing a two-foot overhang above the 
windows, suggests Bob, helps prevent 
overheating in the spring and fall when 
the sun is still in the south and outdoor 
temperatures are more moderate.

Fewer windows on the west side of 
the house decrease the amount of heat 
the setting summer sun might bring 
into the house. But if your home has 
west-facing windows, blinds or curtains 
can help curtail the effects. 

For the more ambitious homeown-
er, a solar wall can be constructed along 
the south-facing outside wall of 

Going Solar
By Theresa Coty O’Neil

Bob Kildea, Regional 
Coordinator, Southwest 
Michigan Area Solar and 
Sustainable Building Tour

(Continued on page 52)
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Whiskey for Patty’s Day!
By Craig Girolami

Craig Girolami of
The Park Club

IRELAND IS WIDELY considered the birth-
place of whiskey. The history of Irish 
whiskey is believed to begin as early 
as the fifth century when distillation 
technology based on a simple Arabic 
alchemical still (called an alembic) was 
brought back to Europe by Irish mission-
ary monks. The art of distilling spread 
through the Church and eventually 
reached beyond the monastery walls. 
Today, all Irish whiskeys are produced 
from just three distillers. A few very rare 
whiskeys are still being sold from distill-
eries long-since closed.

The legal definition of whiskey varies 
from country to country. Irish whiskey 
must be distilled from a mash of grains 
fermented and aged in wooden barrels a 
minimum of three years on the island of 
Ireland. It must be at least 80 Proof (40 
percent alcohol by volume) when bottled. 
Some whiskies identify the minimum 
amount of time the whiskey was aged in 
wood with an age statement on the bottle. 
A vintage designation can be placed on 
the bottle to refer to the year of bottling 
and not the age of the whiskey.

Since prohibition, Scotch, Ca-
nadian, and American whiskies have 

dominated the market in the United 
States. Scotch and homegrown American 
bourbon whiskies are generally more 
highly regarded than Irish whiskey. In 
recent years, Irish whiskey has been 
the fastest growing market segment for 
whiskey. This means that on St. Patrick’s 
day (when we are all Irish for a day) 
there are many more choices of golden 
libation. For decades, Irish Americans 
were forced to choose from the only 
two brands widely available, Jameson 
and Bushmills. Jameson, based in the 
Republic of Ireland, was often the choice 
for Catholic families while Bushmills, 
based in Northern Ireland, was the 
brand for Protestants. Those days may be 
gone for good as more Irish whiskey is 
being marketed in the states. Some Irish 
brands are even bottling single malts, 
following the lead of very popular single 
malt scotch. These whiskeys are made at 
a single distillery from a single type of 
malted barley.

Irish whiskey relies more on the 
master distiller and the process of 
making the whiskey to determine its 
character than scotch or bourbon. The 
distiller chooses the blend of malted and 

unmalted barley (other grains like corn 
and wheat are allowed, but used spar-
ingly). Nearly all Irish whiskey is triple 
distilled. It can be aged in a variety of 
wood and casks used to make other spir-
its. Generally, bourbon barrels are used 
for primary aging, with sherry, Madeira, 
or Port barrels used to finish and add 
character. Irish whiskeys tend to have a 
sweeter, lighter 
profile and less 
smoke than 
their Scotch 
counterparts. 
This is mainly 
because the 
Irish generally 
do not smoke 
their barley.

The 
landscape of 
Irish whiskey 
available to 
Americans is broader than ever before, 
so if you haven’t explored them, now is 
a great time to treat your palate to one of 
the world’s truly distinctive liquors. They 
are an Irish tradition that might just stay 
with you all year long.  

27





Guess
WHO

CLUES

Photography by John Gilroy.

The baby in the photo is Jaidyn Intgroen.
Costume provided by Timid Rabbit Costume Shop.
Book provided by Kalamazoo Public Library.



Performing Arts
Plays

 — This play, inspired 
by the Sandburg poem of the same name, 
explores America through the people and 
stories of Kalamazoo. Mar. 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 8 
p.m. Whole Art Theatre, 246 N. Kalamazoo 
Mall. 345-7529.

 — Tennessee 
Williams’ classic American drama will be 
presented. Mar. 6, 7, 13, 14, 8:30 p.m. New 
Vic Theatre, 134 E. Vine St. 381-3328.

 — This powerful drama is set in a 
Catholic school in 1964 and explores ques-
tions of moral certainty and justice. Mar. 6, 
7, 13 & 14, 8 p.m., Mar. 5, 7:30 p.m., Mar. 
8, 2 p.m. Parish Theatre, 429 S. Park St. 
343-1313.

 — This play offers 
insight into race relations at the turn of the 
20th century as seen through the eyes of 
Esther, an African-American seamstress. 
Mar. 27, 28, Apr. 3, 4, 10, 11, 8 p.m., Apr. 
2, 7:30 p.m., Apr. 5, 2 p.m. Parish Theatre, 

429 S. Park St. 343-1313.
 

— Arnold Johnston’s play 
with music highlights the 
life and loves of Scottish 
poet Robert Burns. March 
27, 28, Apr. 3, 4, 10, 11, 
17, 18, 24, 25, 8:30 p.m. 
New Vic Theatre, 134 E. 
Vine St. 381-3328.

 — This 
story of an actress lusting 
after the part of Lady Mac-
beth, shows us the conse-

quences of ambition run amok. Mar. 27, 28, 
Apr. 3, 4, 11 p.m. Whole Art Theatre, 246 
N. Kalamazoo Mall. 345-7529.

 — An irreverent 
adaptation of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
set in a 1970s disco club. Mar. 19, 20, 21, 26, 
27, 28, 8 p.m., Mar. 29, 2 p.m. York Arena 
theatre, WMU. 387-6222.

 — 
School’s out for summer and the kids are 
looking for jobs at the country club in this 
sequel to the smash hit original production. 
Mar. 20, 21, 27, 28, 7 p.m., Mar. 21, 28, 1 
p.m., Mar. 21, 28, 4 p.m., Mar. 22, 29, 2 p.m. 
Civic Youth Theatre, Civic Auditorium, 329 
S. Park St. 343-1313.

 
— In this whirlwind musical travelogue, 
Stanley travels the globe as a human letter. 
Mar. 21, 2 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 
387-2300.

 — 
This Bertolt Brecht drama with music is 
a chilling condemnation of war and the 
influence of the media. Mar. 26, 27, 28, Apr. 
2, 3, 4, 8 p.m., Apr. 5, 2 p.m. Shaw Theatre, 
WMU. 387-6222.

 — Labor woes hit a 
pajama factory and romance blooms in this 
Tony Award-winning musical. Mar. 29, 
8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.

 — This free family 
event includes a performance by company 
members, a mini-dance class and more. Mar. 
8, 2–3 p.m. Wellspring Theater at the Epic 
Center. 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 342-4354.

 — 
Ballet Arts Ensemble presents a program of 
new works including a premier of choreog-
raphy by Matthew Keefe and a performance 
by the Western Dance Project. Mar. 28 & 
29, 2 p.m., Mar. 28, 7 p.m. Wellspring The-
atre, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 387-2300.

 —  Wellspring and 
the Alternative Dance Project present this 
exhilarating, energetic and mesmerizing 
production choreographed by Mathew 
Janczewski. Apr. 3 & 4, 8 p.m. Wellspring 
Theater at the Epic Center. 359 S. Kalama-
zoo Mall. 342-4354.

 — 
Graduates of the WMU School of Dance will 
perform. Apr. 3 & 4, 8 p.m., Apr. 4 & 5, 2 
p.m. Dalton Center Dance Studio B, WMU. 
387-5830.

 — The KSO 
presents the Magic Circle Mime Co. in a 
concert experience that is out of this world. 
Mar. 22, 3 p.m. Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. 
Westnedge Ave. 349-7759.

 — The KSO is joined 
by four solo voices and the WMU Grand 
Chorus for this concert. Mar. 28, 8 p.m. Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. 349-7759.

 — Led by 
Bruce Uchimura, this WMU group presents 
a free concert. Mar. 22, 3 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.

 — Fontana Chamber 
Arts presents this world-famous ensemble 
performing works by Haydn, Prokofiev and 
Schubert. Mar. 10, 8 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 382-7774.

 — The rhythm and preci-
sion of the black marching band tradition 
comes to the Miller stage. Mar. 13, 8 p.m. 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.

 — Ingrid Jensen, trum-
pet, will perform with the Western Jazz 
Quintet. Mar. 13, 8:15 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.

 — 
Musicians from the festival perform in the 
closing concert. Mar. 14, 7:30 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.

 — A Musical Storybook 
program performed by the Burdick-Thorne 
String Quartet. Mar. 14, 10 a.m. Epic Cen-
ter, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 349-7759.

 — Jesse McCormick is the guest 
artist at the closing concert for this festival 
celebrating the horn. Mar. 15, 6:30 p.m. 
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
387-4667.

 — The WMU Bullock Series 
offers diverse performances in an intimate 
setting. Performances begin at 8:15 p.m. 
Quattro Mani Piano Duo, Mar. 17; Colo-
rado String Quartet, Mar. 18. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.

“Three grand
essentials to 

happiness in this 
life are some-

thing to do, 
something to 

love, and some-
thing to hope 

for.”

Joseph Addison 
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— One of America’s most cherished pianists 
returns to Kalamazoo. Mar. 26, 8 p.m. 
Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge Ave. 
342-1166.

 — Jerry McCoy is guest con-
ductor for this free concert. Mar. 12, 7 p.m. 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. 387-4667.

 
— These WMU vocal groups will perform 
Monteverdi’s “1610 Vespers.” Mar. 15, 3 
p.m. First Presbyterian Church, 321 W. 
South St. 387-2300.

 — The closing concert will feature 
Gold Company and the festival attendees. 
Mar. 21, 8 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 387-4667.

 — Director Mat-
thew Steel will lead this WMU early music 
ensemble in a free concert. Mar. 24, 8:15 
p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
387-4667.

 — The Bach Festival 
and Portage Northern H.S. present this 
professional vocal ensemble. Mar. 26, 8 p.m. 
Portage Northern H.S. Auditorium, 1000 
Idaho St. 337-7407.

 — Step back into radio 
history through these free, live productions 
at First Baptist Church, 315 W. Michigan 
Ave., 6 p.m. “The Black Cat,” Mar. 7, “The 
Man Who Was Invisible,” Mar. 21. 342-5059.

Visual Arts

-
 — A selection of examples of 

unique design and inspiring surprises. 
Feb. 19–Mar. 21.

 — Jo-
anna Raczynska is a filmmaker, curator and 
writer. She has been making short non-fic-
tion films and videos since 1997. Mar. 9–31.

 — 
See thousands of works of art created by lo-
cal artists in Kindergarten through 8th grade 
in one of the KIA’s most popular exhibitions. 
Through Mar. 22.

 — One 
of the area’s largest juried shows, this annual 
exhibition presents examples of the best 
art produced in a 14-county region of West 
Michigan. This year’s guest juror is photog-
rapher Larry Fink, whose work has appeared 
in The New York Times, Art in America and 
Vogue. Through Apr. 26.

 — Enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics. 
“Revisiting Leonardo da Vinci,” with Helen 
Bray, Mar. 3; Ginger Owen-Murakami: “An-
cestral Stories,” Mar. 10; “Stolen” (Part 1), 
a documentary, Mar. 17; “Stolen” (Part 2), 
Mar. 24; “Picturing Intimate Apparel,” with 
Christina Griffin, Mar. 31. Bring a lunch to 
these 12:15 sessions.

 — Join the KIA for a 
guided tour of the West Michigan Area Show 
and performances by musical guests the Lana 
Hawkins Jazz Quartet, Mar. 13, 5–7 p.m.

—Western Michigan 
University BFA and MFA Student Exhibition 
with an opening reception on Feb. 6, 5–9 
p.m., during the Art Hop. 345-3311.

 — View the works of local artists. 
Local venues/galleries in downtown Kalama-
zoo. Mar. 6, 5 p.m. 342-5059.

(Continued on page 52)

The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s and 
early 1930s was marked by mainstream 
publishers and critics taking African Amer-
ican literature seriously for the first time. 
Zora Neale Hurston, one of the era’s most 
celebrated writers, was born in Florida 
but left home as a teenager. She became 
self-supporting and independent, and she 
was determined to finish her education. 
She studied under Alain Locke at Howard 
University, went on to Barnard College in 
New York, and collaborated with Langs-
ton Hughes on a literary magazine. First 
published in 1921, she wrote throughout 
the 1930s, creating short stories and novels 
about the struggles of her culture. She also  

chronicled the folklore of a people in tran-
sition. Believing in an integrated America, 
she also fought to preserve and celebrate 
black culture. She left behind a legacy of 
literary riches but, sadly, died in poverty.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 

Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 316

Kalamazoo, MI 49007

E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com
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veterans unashamedly let 
the tears roll down their 
cheeks as well.

As Corby struggled 
to regain composure, a 
flood of memories welled 
up. He heard again the 
dreadful boom of artil-
lery and the crackle of a 
thousand muskets. He saw 
a captain from Michigan, 
a friend he had been talk-
ing to seconds before, torn 
in two by a cannon ball. 
He saw towering piles of 
limbs before the surgeon’s 
tent after the battle. He 
remembered his brief 
interview with a sad-eyed 
President Lincoln as he 
pleaded for mercy for a 
soldier in his unit sen-
tenced to die, the clem-
ency that was not granted, 
and the face of that soldier 
as he heard his confession 
before the execution.

Corby had been born 
in Detroit on October 2, 1833, the fifth 
child of a traditionally large Irish-Cath-
olic family. His father, Daniel Corby, 
had emigrated from Kings County, 
Ireland, to Canada as a young man. In 
1824 he married Elizabeth Stapleton in 
Montreal. Two years later the Corbys 
settled in Detroit, the capital of Michi-
gan Territory, then a sparsely settled 
Ultima Thule branded nothing but an 
interminable swamp.

EFORE THE TALL Celtic cross 
with a recumbent greyhound 
carved into its marble base 

stood grizzled Father William Corby, 
former chaplain of the famed Irish 
Brigade. It was July 2, 1888, and the 
surviving members of the brigade, 
some with empty sleeves, eye patches 
and crutches, had gathered at Gettys-
burg to celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of their role in the bloody, three-day 
battle that claimed 50,000 casualties 
and ultimately decided the outcome of 
the Civil War.

Recalling many a brave exploit, 
Corby addressed his fellow veterans 
at the dedication of their regimental 
monument. As he gazed over their 
gray-headed ranks, he was moved to 
say, “Here is what is left of us; where are 
the others?” And with that query, the 
answer of which he knew too well, the 
priest choked up, unable to speak for 
several minutes. Many of the tough, old 

Over the succeeding 40 years the 
elder Corby carved out a lucrative 
career as a civil engineer and real-estate 
dealer, ultimately becoming one of 
Wayne County’s wealthiest proprietors. 
A devout Catholic who combined piety 
with shrewdness in business, Corby 
helped found numerous English-speak-
ing parishes in the Detroit environs.

His son, William, received a prima-
ry education in Detroit public schools 

Chaplain William Corby  

of the Irish Brigade
By Larry Massie

“The Irish Brigade advanced 

with their well-known war 

shout and closed in with 

fearful ferocity on the foe—

and for an hour mowed them 

down almost by companies.”

Father William Corby ca. 1880.
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A law firm focusing on estate 
planning, estate settlement, and 
the transfer of wealth.

211 East Water Street, Suite 401 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

and, following in his father’s footsteps, 
joined the real estate concern at the age 
of 16. The younger Corby also grew to 
love the Catholic Church and aspired 
to the priesthood. In 1853, Corby sent 
William and three of his brothers to  
the fledgling college of Notre Dame, 
Ind., founded 10 years before by Con-
gregation of Holy Cross priest Father 
Edward Sorin.

Sorin took a liking to the young 
Irish student, abetted perhaps by Wil-
liam’s gift to the college in 1855 of a plot 
of land in Detroit that sold for $5,000 
a few years later. Corby entered the 
novitiate in 1857 and three years later 
took his final vows as priest. The newly 
ordained Corby celebrated his first mass 
before his proud father and family in 
the old parish church in Detroit.

In the meantime, under Sorin’s 
guidance, Corby rose within the hierar-
chy at Notre Dame. In 1859 he become 
prefect of discipline, cracking the whip 
to maintain the regimented life style 
at the college. By 1861, he also served 
as director of Notre Dame’s Manual 
Labor School and pastor of South Bend’s 
incipient St. Patrick’s parish.

When the Civil War broke out that 
year, Sorin dared not officially commit 

the college to the Union cause, in part 
because of numerous Southerners in the 
student body, but clearly his sympathies 
lay with the North. During the war he 
sent seven Notre Dame priests to serve 
as chaplains in Union units and more 
than 80 Sisters of the Holy Cross as 
nurses in Federal hospitals.

In the summer of 1861, Sorin 
ordered Father James Dillon to Wash-
ington, D.C., where he became chap-
lain to the nearly 3,000 Irish-Catholic 
soldiers, largely from New York City, 
who had rushed to enlist in the Irish 
Brigade commanded by the colorful Col. 
Thomas Francis Meagher. In an era when 
the Irish huddled in the nation’s socio-
economic basement and Catholics were 
perceived by nativists as a threat to the 
Republic, such red-blooded patriotism as 
well as the Irish Brigade’s subsequent re-
cord of valor throughout the war would 
help propel the recent immigrants up the 
American ethnic elevator.

In the fall of 1861, Dillon requested 
additional help, and Corby joined him 
in Camp California near Alexandria, 
Va. The brigade remained in garrison 
that first winter, the men itching to 
inflict on those “Johnny Rebs” some of 
their time-honored Hibernian pugnac-

ity. Corby recalled: “During that winter 
we spent our time in much the same 
way as parish priests do, except in
this — we had no old women to bother 
us, or pew rent to collect.”

This statue of Father Corby was erected at  
Gettysburg in 1910.
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Finally, on March 5, 1862, the 
brigade received orders to march 
to the front, in the direction of 

the wreckage of the Battle of Bull Run. 
Disappointed to discover that the enemy 
had vacated the vicinity, the brigade 
boarded transports and landed on the 
Virginia Peninsula, unfortunately in the 
malaria-ridden Chicahominy Swamps, 
where disease killed more than bullets. 
While ministering to the sick, Corby 
contracted malaria and was himself 
hospitalized for two weeks.

On June 1, 1862, the Irish Brigade 
received its baptism by fire at the Battle 
of Fair Oaks. Contemporary historian 
John T. Headley described what hap-
pened when the Confederate infan-
trymen attacked: “The Irish Brigade 
advanced with their well-known war 
shout and closed in with fearful ferocity 
on the foe—and for an hour mowed 
them down almost by companies.” As 
the war progressed, more than one Con-
federate officer would record that “the 
Irish fight like devils,” and “here comes 
that damned, green flag again” in refer-
ence to the regimental battle flag, Kelly 
green and emblazoned with a golden 

harp. Nevertheless, heroic charges took 
a fearful toll on the Irish as well. At the 
subsequent Seven Days Campaign in 
Virginia, when McClelland’s and Lee’s 
armies slugged it out, the Irish Brigade, 
according to Corby, “left 700 of its brav-
est officers and men on the bloody  
fields behind.”

On September 17, 1862, at the 
Battle of Antietam, Md., “the bloodiest 
single day in the Civil War,” the Irish 
Brigade led the initial Union infantry 
charge. Corby recalled his role:

“I gave rein to my horse, and let 
him go at full gallop till I reached the 
front of the brigade, and, passing along 
the line, told the men to make an Act of 
Contrition. As they were coming toward 
me, ‘double quick,’ I had time only to 
wheel my horse for an instant toward 
them and gave my poor men a hasty 
absolution, and rode with Gen. Meagher 
into the battle. In twenty or thirty min-
utes after this absolution, 506 of these 
very men lay on the field, either dead or 
seriously wounded … I shall never for-
get how wicked the whiz of the enemy’s 
bullets seemed as we advanced into that 
battle. A soon as my men began to fall, 

Massie

Paul Henry Wood’s 1890 painting, “Absolution Under Fire,” depicted Father Corby at Gettysburg.
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I dismounted and began to hear their 
confessions on the spot — every instant 
bullets whipping past my head.”

March of 1863 found the Irish 
Brigade in camp near Falmouth, Va., 
during a lull in the fighting. The car-
nage it had suffered would not prevent 
the brigade from staging a rollicking St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration, considered by 
a number of participants as “the most 
significant noncombat event that the 
Army of the Potomac ever experienced.” 
Some 10,000 troops, as well as high-
ranking officers, including Maj. Gen. 
Joseph Hooker, in command, attended 
the festivities.

Corby launched the ceremonies by 
celebrating mass in a rustic, pine-bough 
chapel fashioned for the occasion. The 
event featured army bands blaring li-
turgical music, parading contingents of 
Irish soldiers in spit-shine finery and “a 
consecration announced by cannon fire 
rather than bells.”

A “Grand Irish Brigade Steeple 
Chase” followed, providing “squireens 
from the old sod” a chance to display 
their riding skills. A number of sol-
diers had crowded beneath the grand-
stand erected for the dignitaries. Gen. 
Meagher galloped up and shouted in his 

Officers of the Irish Brigade posed on the  
Virginia Peninsula in 1862. Father Corby is 
seated on the right. 
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brogue: “Stand from under! If that stage 
gives way, you will be crushed by four 
tons of major-generals.”

During the ensuing feast, the 
officers downed “35 hams, a side of 
ox, roasted, an entire pig stuffed with 
boiled turkeys and an unlimited num-
ber of chickens, ducks and small game,” 
washed down with eight baskets of 
champagne, 10 gallons of rum and 22 
of whiskey. The enlisted men enjoyed 
a special ration of a half-pint of fiery 
liquor and, being Irish and it being St. 
Patrick’s Day, it was noted that “many 
men somehow got hold of more than 
their allotted share.”

On May 2, 1863, the Irish Brigade 
was back in the heat of battle at  
Chancellorsville, Va. Corby was con-
ducting Sunday-morning mass when 
the call to advance came. He had only 
time to shout as his sermon: “God 
bless and protect my men.” The  
bloody, four-day battle claimed 30,000 
Union and Confederate casualties, 
including, of irreparable loss to the 
South, the “friendly fire” death of Gen. 
Stonewall Jackson.

It was at Gettysburg, however, that 
Corby immortalized his role as chaplain 
of the Irish Brigade. On July 2, 1863, 
the second day of the battle, the brigade 
had marched 13 miles to take a position 
atop Cemetery Ridge. Opposite, about 
a mile away, stood the Rebel force on 
Seminary Ridge. The Union defenders 
were being pushed back by Confeder-
ate charges when the order came for 
the brigade to advance down the hill 
for a rendezvous with death in the Rose 
Wheatfield below.

Corby quickly leaped atop a 
boulder and addressed the brigade. 
He explained that each was about to 
receive the benefit of the absolution and 
urged them to do their duty toward “the 
high and sacred nature of their trust as 
soldiers and the noble object for which 
they fought.” Then, each man before 
him, Catholic and non-Catholics alike, 
fell on his knees with his head bowed.

Stretching his right hand toward 

Massie
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the brigade, Corby recited the Latin 
words of the absolution: “Dominus 
nostu Jesus Christus vos absolvant … 
in nomini Patris, et Felii, et Spiritus 
Sancti, Amen.”

Thirty years later, Corby recalled: 
“I do not think there was a man in the 
brigade who did not offer up a heart-felt 
prayer. For some, it was their last: they 
knelt there in their grave clothes.”  
The Irish Brigade lost fully half of the 
men in some individual regiments at 
Gettysburg.

For nearly three years, Corby 
ministered to men of the Irish Brigade 
as they served in the major campaigns 
of war, until in September 1864 Sorin 
called him back to Notre Dame. That 
urgent business finished, Corby re-
joined his men in the trenches around 
Petersburg in the closing days of  
the war.

Returning to Notre Dame, he 
became vice president of the college in 
1865. The following year he assumed 
the presidency. In 1872 he left to estab-
lish a branch institution at Watertown, 
Wisc. From 1877 to 1881, Corby served 
a second stint as president of Notre 
Dame. When most of the college struc-
tures burned to the ground in 1879,  

he inspired the rebuilding efforts, earn-
ing him the title “Second Founder of 
Notre Dame.”

Efforts to convince Congress to 
award the “Fighting Chaplain” the 
Medal of Honor in the 1880s came to 
naught. In 1893 Corby published his ac-
count of the war, “Memoirs of Chaplain 
Life.” Five years later he died of pneu-
monia at Notre Dame. Stoop-shouldered 
veterans from the local Grand Army 
of the Republic post bore his coffin, 
shrouded in the green flag of the Irish 
Brigade, to the cemetery on the shore of 
St. Mary’s Lake.

Gen. St. Clair Mulholland, one 

of the soldiers who had knelt before 
Corby at Gettysburg, led a campaign 
to erect a statue in the chaplain’s 
honor at Gettysburg. In 1910, veterans 
gathered again for the dedication of a 
bronze likeness of Corby, arm upraised 
in delivering the absolution, the sole 
sacerdotal monument in the battlefield. 
A year later, an identical statue was 
unveiled in front of Corby Hall on the 
Notre Dame campus. That figure with 
raised arm has inspired irreverent 
Notre Dame students, more versed in 
the “Fighting Irish’s” gridiron exploits 
than martial heritage, to dub the 
statue: “Fair Catch Corby.” 

An 1863 artist’s conception of the steeplechase at the Irish Brigade’s gala St. Patrick’s Day celebration.
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TERLING SPEIRN has had many 
jobs in his life. He’s been a re-
ceptionist at a medical clinic, a 

construction worker, a teacher, a house 
painter, a paper boy.

OK., a lot of people have delivered 
newspapers sometime in their lives. But 
how many people do you know became 
a paper boy after earning a law degree at 
the University of Michigan?

But Sterling left newspapers and 
the law behind to sample other career 
choices—dabbling with a doctorate 
degree, coming close to earning an MBA, 
being named an associate director of that 
medical clinic where he started  
as a receptionist.

There were others. It’s not that he 
couldn’t hold on to a job. The jobs just 
couldn’t hold him, couldn’t hold his 

interests and his insatiable curiosity.
But that changed once Sterling be-

came involved with philanthropy. Where 
others might have looked at his resumé 
as a record of wanderings and indecision, 
Sterling realized what he put himself 
through was the perfect training, a broad 
sampling of life, to make him well suited 
for the philanthropic work he’s been 
involved with since the mid-’80s. The 
Kellogg Foundation thought so, too, and 
named him president and CEO at the $8 
billion foundation, a position he’s held 

since January of 2006.
When he came to Battle Creek, it 

was a return for Sterling to his home 
state of Michigan. He was born in Detroit 
in 1948, and his family eventually moved 
to the Orchard Lake area in  
West Bloomfield.

“That’s where I went to junior high 
and high school,” Sterling said. “We lived 
on a lake, Pine Lake—right in the front 
yard. It was a mile long and half mile 
across.”

Sterling talked eagerly about his 

Sterling Speirn
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Michigan background during an inter-
view at the Foundation headquarters. 
We sat together in an office with an 
expansive window overlooking the Battle 
Creek River and its snow-covered banks. 
The scene and the whole area around 
Battle Creek reminds Sterling of the 
hills and lakes north of Detroit where he 
spent his teen years.

When Sterling’s family moved to 
the shore of Pine Lake: “My grandfather 
gave me his wooden boat ... It was just 
a boy’s dream. We could go anywhere 
on that lake, any time. When it froze 
in winter, we had a hockey rink. We 
cleared the rink in winter, and shoved 
the snow high” (to define its perimeter). 
“We played against our dads. My dad 
graduated from Cooley High School (in 
Detroit), and had a club called the 12/40 

Club—12 guys who graduated from 
Cooley High in 1940. They became my 
extended family. On Fourth of July, Me-
morial Day, and other holidays, we used 
to have huge picnics. These were our 
surrogate cousins, our aunts and uncles.”

Sterling and his “cousins” were 
involved in plenty of sports during those 
teen years: volleyball, touch football, 
water skiing. Sterling’s time on and 
around Pine Lake laid the foundation for 
an athletically active life that continues 
even now. He also began laying the foun-
dation for his own brand of work ethic 
that mixed preparation, his willingness 
to try anything, and serendipity.

He planned to try for the cross-
country team as a sophomore in high 
school and the prior summer began run-
ning along the country roads. “Every-

day I would strap on my old Converse 
basketball shoes, run down the road two 
miles, and run back.” It wasn’t long-
distance training. Sterling figured he’d 
get that once he joined the team. “I just 
didn’t know any better. So the first day of 
cross-country practice, I’m the second-
highest runner on the team.” The first 
was the eventual state champion that 
year. “Everybody else was huffin’ and 
puffin’.” Sterling didn’t plan it, but he was 
prepared because of his hard work and 
regimen. That would happen time and 
again as he began his professional career.

When it came time to leave high 
school, Sterling decided he also wanted 
to leave Michigan. “So many of my 
classmates were going to school in the 
Midwest, in Michigan. I had been pretty 
much bored.”

Sterling has enjoyed becoming the 
Great Pumpkin to entertain children 
at Halloween time.

Kellogg Foundation President Sterling 
Speirn and wife Diana prepare to rise above 
Battle Creek in a hot-air balloon.
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So he looked for a college that was 
far away. “I picked up brochures and ap-
plied to three places based on how pretty 
the campuses looked. I applied to Cor-
nell, Duke and Stanford. I just wanted to 
see something different.”

He was accepted at all three col-
leges but decided to go West. Waiting 
for Sterling was the San Francisco Bay 
area, the allure of the Pacific Coast, and 
the campus of Stanford, which Sterling 
thought was so pretty and serene in  
the brochure.

The year was 1966. Also still 
ahead of Sterling was the social 
and civil unrest brought on by 

the Vietnam War and the fight for civil 
rights. The campus at Stanford was a 
hotbed of protest and counterculture. 
By accident of age and the influence of a 
pretty brochure, Sterling found his social 
conscience awakened.

“I was very active in all the issues of 
the day,” he said, though the first issue 
he became involved in as a freshman 
now seems almost quaint to him. The 
students argued for the rights of women 
in the upper levels of their education to 

live off campus, a right at the time only 
afforded to upperclassmen. “In loco par-
entis was still in vogue,” he said.

By the summer of 1967, the issues 
were clearly becoming more compli-
cated, with racial riots breaking out in 

Speirn

Ever the adventurer, Speirn climbed in the Sierra Nevada range in California in 1998 as part of a class 
with the American Leadership Forum of Silicon Valley.
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Los Angeles and Detroit. “I’m studying 
institutional racism in a seminar in Stan-
ford, and then I come home (to southeast 
Michigan) and work in a construction 
job. My labor boss is a black man who 
teaches me everything about being a 
good laborer, and guys are showing 
up on the job—Detroit’s burning, and 
they’re showing up with TVs in their 
trunks. These are hard-working guys. 
They’re not hoodlums.”

But they are part of Sterling’s educa-
tion. And when he went downtown 
later that summer for a meeting of New 
Detroit, formed to attempt to deal with 
black/white racial issues, Sterling says he 
was just there as a kid from the suburbs 
trying to learn what was going on. Yet, 
“I sort of realized that just a little bit 
of book-learning gives you insight into 
issues that well-meaning citizens are try-
ing to grapple with.”

He became involved in all the issues 
of the time: equal rights for women, 
institutional racism, civil unrest, the war 
in Vietnam. By his senior year the first 
Earth Day was held in the spring of 1970, 
and he wrote his senior thesis on politics 
and ecology.

“I thought everybody’s college 
experience was like that. You have social 
issues, you study them, you talk about 
them in the dorm.”

As a member of the Stanford University track 
team, young Speirn gets his blood pressure 
checked at Lake Tahoe in the fall of 1966. This 
was part of an early experiment to examine the 
effects of altitude on track-and-field athletes in 
the years before the Mexico City Olympics.
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With all he learned in those experi-
ences during those years, but still no 
clear path in his own mind yet on what 
to do with his life.

Sterling ended up at the University 
of Michigan law school, and, while there, 
he became a draft counselor for students.

After the first year of required 
courses, Sterling said he threw himself 
into “courses on women and the law, en-
vironmental law, poverty and the law—
anything that had to do with policy and 
social justice.” He said he avoided trusts 
and estates.

By the time he earned his degree, 
his then girlfriend was about to enter 
medical school at Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland. Sterling agreed 
to follow her to Cleveland, “where the 
Cuyahoga River burns. Not a lot of jobs 
in environmental law in Cleveland at 
that time. There should have been.”

Instead of trying to begin a practice 
in law, Sterling circulated his résumé to 
private boys and girls schools in Cleve-
land, because he wanted to try teach-
ing, and private schools didn’t require a 
teaching degree. A boys school had an 
opening in seventh- and eighth-grade 
English, and he got the job.

“Being a teacher was the hardest 
job I ever had,” Sterling said. “I also had 
some of my most satisfying moments.” 
Though he had no English degree—his 
undergraduate degree was in political 
science—he had some different ideas 
on how to teach the course than did his 
predecessors.

“Previous teachers had used litera-
ture and short stories as just an excuse 
to do multiple-choice tests. That’s not 
why you read stories,” Sterling insisted. 
“I found a wonderful curriculum and 
introduced an entire new series of fables 
and poems and work songs and great 
literature.” He even brought his guitar 
into the classroom at times, anything to 
engage those students.

His teaching gig lasted two years. 
“Then I decided I wanted to go to 
graduate school and study philosophy 
or something.” He took the exams, and 

the University of Massachusetts accepted 
Sterling into its doctorate program. He 
painted houses to pay the bills the sum-
mer before he entered the program, still 
not having taken a bar exam. At sum-

mer’s end he moved to western Massa-
chusetts, Amherst—“to begin a graduate 
degree which lasted all of six weeks.”

Sterling quickly understood this was 
not for him. “I did not realize— 

Speirn

HEN HE CAME TO Battle 
Creek, Sterling Speirn said 
three constant questions have 

helped focus his efforts as CEO of the 
Kellogg Foundation: “First, what did 
Mr Kellogg want us to be? Second, 
what does the world need us to be? And 
third, what, in fact can we be?”

In fact, W.K. Kellogg made it quite 
clear what he wanted the Foundation to 
be when he established it in 1930: “Use 
the money as you please, as long as it 
promotes the health, happiness and well-
being of children,” Kellogg told his staff.

“As stewards of this legacy, we 
have a special responsibility to periodi-
cally review our work and to consider 
how we can best have a positive effect 
on children,” Sterling acknowledged. 
He said the Kellogg Foundation “rein-
vents itself every decade or two,” and 
when he took over the reins in January 

of 2006, it was time to do it again. But 
it had to be a collaboration of everyone 
in the Foundation. “We may figure out 
what the foundation will be, but it’s 
based on us all working together. It’s 
not based on the idiosyncrasies of one 
CEO,” he said.

 In May 2007 the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation brought together its more 
than 200 staff members to discuss the 
direction of the Foundation. The result 
was a new mission statement and a 
new organizational structure for the 
program staff. 

The new mission statement reads:
“The W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

supports children, families, and com-
munities as they strengthen and create 
conditions that propel vulnerable 
children to achieve success as individu-
als and as contributors to the larger 
community. 

On the wall behind Sterling Speirn is a picture of W.K. Kellogg, with the words: “I’ll invest  
my money in people.” 
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I should have known better—how 
bizarre graduate school is, how you have 
to pay your dues to earn your doctor-
ate. What you need to do to get through 
a Ph.D. program is just so unrelated to 
working in the world. I realized, ‘I guess 
it’s time to be a lawyer again.’”

The next stop was Washington, 
D.C., arriving there on the day President 
Jimmy Carter was inaugurated in 1977. 
He started visiting federal agencies try-
ing to get a job, and after two months 
he landed a clerking position with a 
judge—working on coal-mine health 
and safety cases. “My first job was not as 
an advocate, arguing either side, but sit-
ting behind a judge and seeing how you 
find truth.”

With that important lesson in hand, 
he moved again, joining his “sweetheart” 
—as he has always referred to her—in 
North Carolina where she had entered 
a family-medicine residence at Duke. It 
was there he finally took a bar exam, and 
passed.

“Now, I’m really a lawyer. That’s 
pretty amazing,” he recalled thinking. He 
began practicing law as a volunteer with 
legal aid. But that didn’t pay the bills. So 
it was also there that Sterling took a job 
delivering the Durham Morning Herald 
seven days a week. He would get up at 
4 a.m. to deliver papers. “Then I’d put 
on my three-piece suit, go downtown, 
and volunteer as a legal aid lawyer.” 
Six months later he was hired as a staff 
attorney with the North Central Legal 
Assistance Programs.

“I was working with real people in 
a real community; working as a poverty 
lawyer was great,” he said. “You could 
help your poor clients.”

He also volunteered with an envi-
ronmental land-trust organization that 
managed woodlots in North Carolina 
and became involved with other environ-
mental issues.

“This was my first experience 
working on a nonprofit organization, 
serving on the board.” After a couple of 
meetings, the group asked Sterling to be 
chairman of the board. And as chairman, 
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“I learned the art of grant seeking.”
His first grant was for $11,000 to 

organize farmers to form a vegetable co-
op, and wean them away from tobacco 
farming. The grant application was to 
the Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation, 
formed out of family tobacco money. Yet 
the land trust still got the grant.

With that experience, Sterling de-
cided, “I’m not going to practice law. I’m 
going to work for nonprofits.”

His next move, and his next oppor-
tunity, came when his girlfriend finished 
her residency at Duke and landed a job at 
a clinic in northern California. Sterling 
took a job there, too —as a receptionist. 
It seemed an odd job for a lawyer to take, 
but Sterling knew the receptionist is the 
front line of a nonprofit serving low-
income people, and he dived into the job. 

Speirn

In 2002 Sterling Speirn joined a group of friends 
for an adventure trip on the Canning River 
that flows down the north slope of the Brooks 
Range to the Artic Ocean — all within the Artic 
National Wildlife Refuge. The antlers were not 
a trophy resulting from a great hunt, but rather a 
trophy found lying on the ground.
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Three Generations Serving Kalamazoo
At the time, the clinic was computerizing 
its operations, and seeking money from 
the state. With Sterling’s aptitude for or-
ganizing, getting grants, and embracing 
a new way to do things, he became the 
clinic’s deputy director in six months.

“We just bought an empty mortuary 
next door. I just love the symbolism of 
taking over a mortuary and turning it. A 
loan funded the purchase, but the space 
still needed to be furnished. 

“OK, I’ll be the fundraiser,” Sterling 
told the clinic’s director. So he began 
seeking support, speaking to service 
clubs and community groups.

“Getting your start in nonprofit 
management is like running a small 
business. I had to be a jack-of-all-trades,” 
he explained at his recollections of  
the experience.

He more clearly understood why he 
kept running into people at nonprofits 
in Washington who had earned Master’s 
of Business Administration degrees, 
and Sterling thought he better get one 
himself. So at 35, he was accepted into 
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the MBA program at the University of 
California-Berkeley. “You don’t learn a 
lot of business skills in business school. 
You learn economics and accounting.”

But in his second year in the 
program, Sterling found out that Apple 
Computer had an opening for a grants 
officer to give Macs to nonprofits across 
the country. He applied and got the job 
in 1986, a semester short of earning the 
MBA degree.

“Why do I need business school? 
I found what I want to do. It’s called 
philanthropy. It’s a generalist’s dream,” 
he said.

Sterling’s mid-30s were a turning 
point in another way. He had broken 
up with his long-time girlfriend when 
he went to Berkeley. “The ghost in my 
resumé is this sweetheart I’ve been fol-
lowing around.”

While the the constant moving 
kept him from settling down into a 
steady job, in Sterling’s case it was a 
bonus. All the varied experience he 
gathered gave him unique qualifications 
to serve in the philanthropic world. “I 
understand the nonprofit sector, and 
I know content across many different 
areas,” he said.

With the job at Apple, all those ex-
periences came into play. And he finally 
began to settle down, though that’s 
a relative term in Sterling’s case. The 
same year he started at Apple, 1986, he 
also met his future bride—a marriage 
that resulted in two children, Paolo, 
born in 1988, and Danny, born in 1992.

But the job at Apple only lasted 
until 1990, when Apple went through 
a downsizing. However, the day he lost 
his job there, he was hired by the Pen-
insula Community Foundation covering 
San Francisco and Silicon Valley.

Six months after he was hired, the 
foundation’s long-time president retired 
and Sterling was named interim presi-
dent. The board thought it was too early 
to give him the permanent position, but 
16 months later, when it became open 
again, the board didn’t hesitate to name 
Sterling president.

Speirn
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During Sterling’s 13 years at 
Peninsula, the organization 
grew from five employees to a 

staff of 59 and distributed $500 million 
in grants. His past interest in teaching 
and children showed when the founda-
tion launched the Peninsula Partnership 
for Children, Youth and Families in 1993, 
and co-created the Raising a Reader take-
home book bag program. He was a guest 
lecturer at a number of universities, and 
in 1999, he began the Center for Venture 
Philanthropy.

The way he tells it, Sterling has led 
a charmed life. He admits, however, it 
hasn’t always been rosy.

“We don’t tend to remember the dark 
days,” he said. But when he started out, 
he was determined to follow his heart, 
wherever it took him. “I didn’t worry 
about: How much money am I making, 
am I saving for retirement, am I on that 
career path that takes me where I want to 
go? My focus was: Am  
I doing work that matters? Am I teaching 
kids? Am I helping coal miners? It was all 
with a social purpose, and trying to figure 
out which of my talents can I use.”

With philanthropy, he discovered he 
could use all his talents. “I love this work. 
I love the social justice paths that I have, 
but I’m not one thing.”

Even with the success he had at the 
Peninsula Foundation, Sterling said, “I 
just had to ask: Is there one more job, 
something more challenging? What else 
do I have to give?”

It was about then that a headhunter 
for Kellogg Foundation called him and 
suggested an answer. 

Recently divorced, in 2005 he be-
came engaged again, this time to Diana 
Aviv, president and CEO of Independent 
Sector, a national group for nonprofit 
organizations, foundations and corpora-
tions. But she was based in Washington 
and wasn’t moving. With the Kellogg 
Foundation, he said, “It would get me into 
the same time zone.”

Kellogg brought him in to meet the 
staff in Battle Creek in August of 2005, 
two days before his wedding. It seems 

timing is everything in Sterling’s life.
Going from a well-respected com-

munity foundation to a much larger 
private foundation with grants awarded 
around the world offered him a whole 
new set of challenges to face as the 
Kellogg Foundation evolves and adjusts 
to current circumstances and needs. 
To meet those circumstances, Sterling 
insists the input and ideas of everyone 
in the Foundation are important. “We 
may figure out what the Foundation 
will be, but it’s based on us all working 
together. It’s not based on the idiosyn-
crasies of one CEO.”

Sterling emphasizes that when 
asked by staffers what changes he 
would make at the Kellogg Foundation, 
“my response was: ‘I didn’t come here 
to change the foundation. I came here 
to change the world.’” 

The late summer of 1988 found Sterling Speirn  
introducing infant son Paolo to the joys of hiking in 
the hills above San Francisco Bay.

Night falls on the shore, and the ghost crabs
in the smoke-like moonlight skitter
in cinematic stops and starts in the flashlights’ beams
silent beneath the surf’s relentless rock and roll,
sketching their hieroglyphic letters of life
lived just beneath the nitty-gritty scrum
of still-damp footprints, ribs of grain 
held together until later footsteps shred
all evidence. Eyes glitter, claws poise
before they retreat into countless random holes
that pebble the narrow shore
opening the door to their survival bunkers
one more night and day — dumb-show drama played
on myriad sandy stages as the stars blink
their code by degrees, and still
the breezes churn the waves which crash
on shore, where the careless crabs crawl
from one crisis to the next, pure speed
and silence, devolving to the earth’s sure core,
and the flashlights barrel down the beach, 
the sea rolls on, and the ghost crabs enact
their nightly dance of life …

                                            By Dan Pettee

A native New Englander, Dan currently operates his own freelance-writing business 
in West Michigan. His poems have appeared in a wide range of publications, including 
“Chicago Review,” “Descant,” “Texas Review,” “Poem,” and “Evansville Review.”
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Walt’s specialty was interdiction, 
the disruption of enemy ground activ-
ity by bombing and strafing railroads, 
bridges, supply routes, and troop 
bunkers. “These were highly defended 
targets,” Walt explains. “Every time 
we rolled in, we were getting shot at by 
ground fire. The stuff … we could see it 
coming up at us. But you just had to not 
chicken out, to go in there and do what 
you had to do. On at least half of my 
missions, I had holes in my airplane. 
Everybody did.”

At first, the squadron flew out of 
England, crossing the English Channel 
several times a week on air raids over 
occupied France. After D-Day, they 
slept in tents and flew out of temporary 
airstrips on French soil that had been 
reclaimed by Allied Forces. Then he was 
among those who provided air support 
for General George S. Patton’s 3rd Army. 
After seven months, he was sent home. 

Of Walt’s time in and over Europe, 

two events rise to the top of his 
memory:

One was D-Day — June 6, 1944. 
The day before, his squadron had at-
tempted a bombing run, but the weather 
was socked in so they could not find 
the target through the clouds. On their 
return, the clouds cleared over the Eng-
lish Channel and, from the air, he could 
see the invasion fleet. Back at the base, 
as soon as the pilots shut off their en-
gines, an air police officer climbed onto 
the wing of each aircraft. Walt recalls, 
“I opened my canopy, and he said, ‘Sir, 
don’t say a word. Come with me.’ I got 
out of my airplane. We got on the crew 
bus and went into the briefing room, 
and they announced: ‘The invasion is 
on, and the word is absolutely mum. 
Don’t tell your best friend. Don’t try to 
send any mail.’ They put guards on us 
as we went back to our quarters, and we 
couldn’t leave.”

The next day, Walt flew two mis-
sions: the first at six in the morning and 

Forbes

This Republic Aviation P-47, on display at the Air Zoo, is the same model as the plane in which Walt 
Forbes flew 72 combat missions over Europe during World War II. The black and white stripes on the 
wings of this plane were painted there on the day before D-Day in 1944 so troops and gunners on the 
ground could identify it as a friendly aircraft. Walt named the plane he flew “Gal From Kalamazoo.”

(Continued from page 17)
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the second in mid-afternoon. His job was to patrol Omaha 
Beach and make sure that no German planes attempted to 
interfere from the air. He saw the carnage below: “The guys 
out of the landing craft were getting shot. The guys on the 
beach were getting shot. The guys climbing the cliffs were 
getting shot.” He saw Allied gliders having trouble landing: 
“The Germans had put up stakes with points on them in 
fields all along the coast. The glider pilots would try to pick a 
spot, but some of them would land tipped up on their nose or 
tipped over on their side. And the paratroopers would come 
tumbling out of them.”

That night, back in England, Walt and his buddies 
talked of what they had seen. The mood was dark. “But those 
guys, the ground troops, formed back up in their fighting 
units and kept going. Like I said, when you have to do it, you 
have to do it.”

In another memorable event, a dogfight, Walt, once 
again, did what he had to do. “We got a call of a big air battle 
over Bonn, Germany,” he relates. “There were (North Ameri-
can Aviation) P-51s, (Lockheed) P-38s, (Messerschmitt) 
ME-109s, and ME-262s, the first combat jet I ever saw. I was 
looking around to get involved in something. I looked down, 
and there was a (twin-engine) P-38 with an engine smoking 
and right behind him was a Messerschmitt 109. I rolled in 
behind and hosed him with those 50-caliber machine guns. 
Parts started coming off the airplane, and he bailed out. He 
escaped the aircraft. I saw his chute open.”

 “I looked down and there 
was a (twin-engine) P-38 
with an engine smoking, 
and right behind him was 
a Messerschmitt 109. I 
rolled in behind and hosed 
him with those 50-caliber 
machine guns. Parts started 
coming off the airplane, 
and he bailed out. He 
escaped the aircraft. I saw 
his chute open.”
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After his tour of duty in Eu-
rope, Walt volunteered to 
fly in the Pacific but, with a 

surplus of flyers in the pilot pool, was 
not assigned there. Instead, he came 
back to Kalamazoo as a member of the 
Army Air Corps Reserve. He joined the 
Michigan Air National Guard and used 
the GI Bill to obtain his rating as a 
flight instructor. He taught at Western 
Michigan Flying Service and accumu-
lated nearly 900 hours of civilian flying 
time. Then he received his Regular 
Army Commission, which permitted 
him to return to active duty in the 
Army Air Corps. 

In the late 1940s, Walt was a flight 
instructor at Randolph AFB in San 
Antonio. But the Berlin Airlift was on, 
and he received orders to learn how 
to fly the Douglas C-54, a four-engine 
prop cargo plane that was the work-
horse of that famous blockade-busting 
endeavor of the Western Allies. With 
excitement, Walt thought, for sure, he 
would be flying over Europe again, but, 
instead, he was assigned to “all kinds 
of ground-type jobs” in Tokyo, Japan. 
Dismayed, but ever so desirous to be in 
the air, he volunteered to ride along on 
flights. Eventually, he was checked out 
as copilot, then first pilot in charge of 
the aircraft. 

Near the start of the Korean con-
flict, he became the squadron training 
officer, then chief pilot of a Military Air 
Transport Wing — with the rank of 
Captain — flying people and supplies 
from Japan to Hawaii, Korea, Okinawa, 
the Philippines, Saigon, Bangkok, Cal-
cutta, New Delhi, Karachi, and Saudi 
Arabia, a total of nearly 2,500 hours of 
transport flying. “In a little over three 
years, I went from being a nothing on 
the ground to a chief pilot of a transport 
wing,” Walt says, with just a hint of 
pride. Sometimes, you have to initiate 
what you have to do.

In 1956 he attained the rank of 
Major, was sent to jet school, and 
ultimately flew the Republic F-84 and 
North American Aviation’s F-86 and 

Forbes
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F-100 Super Sabre. 
In the last 15 years of his career, 

Walt was director of the Tactical Opera-
tions Center at Wheelus AB in Libya; 
a member of the U.S. Air Force F-100 
Tactical Evaluation Team in Europe; a 
student at the Armed Forces Staff Col-
lege in Norfolk, Va.; a staff officer at the 
Directorate of Operations and Training 
at the Pentagon, later assigned to the 
Joints Chief of Staff; a distinguished 
graduate of the Air War College; on 
the staff of General William Wallace 
Momyer at the headquarters of the 7th 
Air Force Tactical Command in Saigon; 
commander of Task Force Alpha where 
he flew 63 combat interdiction mis-
sions, mostly at night, over the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail; and a participant in 
a special classified assignment for the 
Department of Defense in Washington, 
D.C.

Walt attained the rank of Lt. Colo-
nel in April 1961, Colonel in June 1966, 
and was under consideration for Gen-
eral when he retired in August 1969. He 
logged over 5,100 hours of flight time in 
single-engine prop, twin-engine prop, 
four-engine prop, and single-engine jet 
military aircraft plus over 900 hours in 
civilian planes. Attaining proficiency in 
so many diverse aircraft is, in itself, a 
significant aeronautic achievement. 

While his duties and locations 
were varied, one theme threads its way 
through Walt’s life in the military. He 
loved to fly. 

When stationed in Washington, 
he would go to Andrews AFB and take 
a Lockheed T-33 Shooting Star jet on 
weekend jaunts across the country to 
maintain his proficiency as a military 
pilot. He explains, “You had to fly 10 
hours a month, four of them at night. If 
you were a line pilot, you could easily 
make 25 to 60 hours a month. But once 
you got a desk job … Well, I did it in 
case something cranked up and they 
wanted to send me back to a  
flight unit.” 

In other words, to be ready to do 
what you might have to do. 
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Literary Events

 — Read and discuss Rick 
Bragg’s trilogy of memoirs: All Over But 
the Shoutin’, Ava’s Man, and The Prince of 
Frogtown. Many special events planned in 
March and April, including a visit by author 
Rick Bragg. Learn more at www.readingto-
gether.us.

 — As part of WMU’s Gwen 
Frostic Reading Series, meet Francine Prose, 
whose newest book, Goldengrove, has been 
acclaimed as “among the great novels of ado-
lescence,” “insightful, lyrical,” and “her most 
emotionally satisfying novel.” March 12, 8 
p.m. Central Library, 315 S. Rose St.

—Join the 
co-hosts of WMUK’s Grass Roots, Mark 
Sahlgren (Sweetcorn) and Lorraine Caron 
(Duffield/Caron Project), with friend Darcy 
Wilkin (Corn Fed Girls) in this special 
celebration of music from the South, author 
Rick Bragg, and Reading Together. March 
11, 7 p.m. Central Library, 315 S Rose St

 — A celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of Motown in collabo-
ration with Corner Records. This multi-me-
dia exhibition will feature guest artists from 
the Black Arts & Cultural Center and others. 
Through April 19.

Museums

 — This highly interactive ex-
hibit examines how satellite observations are 
made and what we can learn about the earth 
using space technology. Through April 19.

 — A special exhibit 
featuring Kalamazoo’s own famous Motown 
singing group, The Velvelettes. Opens Feb. 14.

 — A free celebration of 
Kalamazoo’s legacy of stringed-instrument 
manufacture and use includes performances 
and workshops. Mar. 28,
10 a.m. –5 p.m., Mar. 29, 1–5 p.m.

— Join in some 
family fun and learn about the science of 
Astronomy throughout the day. Special 30-
minute presentations will occur at 11 a.m., 
1 & 3 p.m.

Nature

 — Will and Sarah Reding will 
present the program. Mar. 23, social time 
at 7 p.m., program at 7:30 p.m. People’s 
Church, 1758 N. 10th St.

 — The 44th annual 
festival will include kids activities, hiking, 
nature programs and craft demonstrations, 
pancakes with lots of maple syrup and other 
delicious treats. Mar. 14 & 15, 
9 a.m.–5 p.m.

 — Bill 
and Pat Stovall of Stovall Products will 
present a program on what makes a good 
nest box to attract specific bird species and 
where it should be placed, with emphasis on 
attracting bluebirds. Mar. 14, 1 p.m. Kellogg 
Bird Sanctuary.

(Continued from page 31)

the house that is “similar to a hotbox 
for growing vegetables,” Bob said. A box 
with a black backing covered by a pain 
of glass is placed against the house. Two 
openings between the solar wall and the 
house, one high and one low, are made. 
As the air in the solar wall is heated, 
warm air exits the top opening and cooler 
air enters the bottom.

As Bob and Louise can attest, build-
ing an energy-efficient home and incor-
porating passive solar design, or photo-
voltaic panels and a solar water-heating 
system, if you can afford it, reduces your 
energy costs and lessens the environmen-
tal impact of your home.

“It also improves the local economy 
by keeping dollars in the community that 
would otherwise be spent on importing 
energy.” said Bob.  

(Continued from page 26)

Green Tips
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Celebrating 150 
Homeowner Families

Thank you for 
building with us,
Kalamazoo!

Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity
525 E. Kalamazoo Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(269) 344-2443

Kalamazoo Valley 
Habitat for Humanity RESTORE
1810 E. Lake St., Kalamazoo, MI 49001
(269) 381-5523

www.habitatkalamazoo.org

This advertisement proudly sponsored by

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Securities offered exclusively through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Member NASD and SIPC

Poetry anyone? How about 
shar ing your verse wi th       
Kalamazoo-area readers? 
Please submit a short per-
sonal profile to accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com

The oldest women’s club organized 
in Michigan and the third oldest 
in the country, the Ladies Library 
Association began in 1844 with 
several women meeting weekly to 
read to each other. In 1852 they 
opened the first lending library 
in Kalamazoo, making books 
available to both men and women 
for a small membership fee. In 1879 
the association erected the first 
building in the country to serve as 
a meeting place for a women’s club.

Information provided by
Beth Timmerman of the
Kalamazoo Public Library.

Answer!

A look at Kalamazoo

(question on p. 10)

INDEX TO ADVERTISERS

Absolute Video .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35
 Arcadia Investment Management Corp .  .  . 13
 Ballet Arts Ensemble .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
 Blue Water Gallery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
 Borgess Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
 Borgess VNA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
 Bravo! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
 Bronson Healthcare Group  . . . . . . . . . 55
 Constance Brown Hearing Center.  .  .  .  .  . 22
 Cornerstone Office Systems . . . . . . . . . 45
 CSM Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
 CTS Communications, Inc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 26
 Dave’s Glass Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
 DeHaan Remodeling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
 Delehanty & Fall, PLC .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16
 DeMent & Marquardt, PLC . . . . . . . . . 33
 DeVisser Landscape . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
 DeYoung Landscape . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
 Douglas & Son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
 First National Bank of Michigan  . . . . . . 16
 Flipse, Meyer, Allwardt  . . . . . . . . . . . 41
 Fontana Chamber Arts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21
 Fountains at Bronson Place . . . . . . . . . 45
 Framemaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
 Gilmore Enterprises . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
 John Gilroy Photography  . . . . . . . . . . 52
 Great Lakes Plastic & Hand Surgery . . . . 17
 Great Lakes Shipping Co. . . . . . . . . . . 35
 Greenleaf Trust .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
 Habitat for Humanity.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53
 Harbour Bay Furniture.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15
 Heilman’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
 Heritage Community.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 49
 Hospice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
 Irwin Union Bank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
 Jansen Valk Thompson & Reahm .  .  .  .  .  .  11
 Kal. Co. Convention and Visitors Bureau .  . 12
 Kalamazoo Foot Surgery.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 23
 KNI/Southwest Michigan Imaging . . . . . 56
 Kalamazoo Public Library .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41
 Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra . . . . . . 46
 Kalamazoo Valley Museum . . . . . . . . . 14
 Keystone Community Bank . . . . . . . . . 43
 Langeland Family Funeral Homes  . . . . . 36
 Lewis, Reed, Allen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
 Millennium Restaurant Group  . . . . . . . 48
 Miller Auditorium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
 Miller Davis.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11
 The Park Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
 Parkway Plastic Surgery . . . . . . . . . . . 44
 Physical Therapy One . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
 Plastic Surgery of Kalamazoo, P.C. . . . . . 35
 Radisson Plaza Hotel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44
 Sledrunner Financial.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
 Stewart Clarke Furniture  . . . . . . . . . . 51
 Wachovia Securities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
 R.B. Wiser & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . 36

53



IrwinUnion.com

NewsNews

Googlehttp://www.irwinunion.com/

Find your bank 

Bank Online Commercial Banking Advisory GroupPersonal Banking Irwin Life          Irwin Story        

Ask Us Anything 1.866.604.7946 Site Map      Contact Us      Planning Tools      FAQ’s      Email Sign-up      Careers

Bank Online      Personal Banking      Business Solutions      Investment Services      Irwin Life      Irwin Story

Privacy      Children’s Privacy      Legal      Security      Member FDIC      SBA Preferred Lender      Equal Housing Lender

IRWIN
LIFE

Life Insurance.

“Take it easy”
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Old age is 15 years older than I am.
– Baruch

Scan & deposit 
checks from 
anywhere 
in the world.

  | 1717 South Westnedge Ave. | Kalamazoo | 269.383.5930 | IrwinUnion.com
 © 2008 Irwin Union Bank. Member FDIC.     Equal Housing Lender. SBA Preferred Lender. Irwin Union Bank & Trust and Irwin Union Bank, FSB are members of the Irwin Financial Corporation family of companies.

  Welcome to microbanking.™

Guess
WHO

March is National Reading Month so it is entirely appropriate for our 

Guess Who, Lisa Godfrey, to be jumping from the pages of a book, 

an act more appropriate than one might think when considering her 

extensive education and her long list of community activities. Lisa God-

frey’s undergraduate education came from Kalamazoo College where 

she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science in 1966. She 

then attended WMU to obtain two master’s degrees, one in library sci-

ence and a second in education. She later received her Juris Doctorate 

from DePaul University and began to practice law in Kalamazoo in 

1985. She currently operates her own practice.

Lisa is also bound to her books by the community organizations 

to which she volunteers her time and expertise. Chief among them 

is the Kalamazoo Public Library. Lisa continues to serve on the KPL 

Board of Trustees, something she has done for the last 19 years. She 

also serves or has served on the Workforce Development Board for 

Kalamazoo and St. Joseph Counties, the Community Access Center, 

the YWCA, the Rotary Club of Kalamazoo, the Kalamazoo Network, 

the Friendship Village Board of Directors, the ACLU of Southwest 

Michigan, and the City of Kalamazoo Planning Commission. Lisa has 

been honored with a Distinguished Community Service Award from 

the Kalamazoo County Bar Association and a Women of Achievement 

Award from the YWCA.

Lisa Godfrey may have been our “woman who lives in a shoe,” 

but she definitely knows what to do when it comes to serving her 

community. In her private time she enjoys cooking a good meal and, 

as if we couldn’t guess, she likes to sit down with a good book.

Answer To

Lisa Godfrey

Costume courtesy of Timid Rabbit Costume Shop.
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