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MARCH IS READING MONTH! This is a time when many reading 
advocates will step forward to promote the importance of 
understanding the written word. Books will be promoted and 
community reading-related activities will take center stage. 

Anticipating this onslaught of publicity 
connected to reading has me pondering the 
question: To read or not to read?

When asked why they read, many people 
reply with answers such as: Reading can be 
an escape into another time and place; it can 
take you on a world tour; it can introduce 
you to people you would never meet in 
person, or give you insight into yourself. 

But there are even more basic reasons 
one should become an accomplished reader. Reading is critical to 
our everyday lives and our functioning effectively within society. 
At the minimum it is critical for people to be able to understand 
written words and sentences on a page — more than just memo-
rizing words to “get by.” Getting by is just not nearly enough in 
our modern and ever more complex world.

Reading is also the only path to writing. The ability to both 
read and write is literacy at its most basic level. The United Nations 
agency UNESCO provides a much more complete definition of 
literacy that ends with the following sentence. “Literacy involves 
a continuum of learning in enabling individuals to achieve their 

goals, to develop their knowledge and potential, and to participate fully 
in their community and wider society.”

Those who are more literate are more active, productive mem-
bers of society. They are more employable and earn higher incomes. 
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, adults who lack a high 
school diploma earn less than half of what a college graduate earns, 
and are three times as likely to be unemployed. It could be argued 
that teaching people to read is a very effective welfare program — a 
program that leads participants to employment and higher earnings.

As a boy growing up in a comfortable, middle class environment 
I took it for granted that everyone learned to read as they entered 
school, and that their ability improved as they progressed through 
school. Unfortunately, this is not true for the many people who do not 
grow up in such an environment. Consequently, other methods are 
necessary to raise literacy rates. 

In communities like Kalamazoo, many such programs exist and 
are deserving of support. People at all levels, from nonreaders to 
those seeking deeper meaning from their reading, can benefit from 
these programs. 

Want to get involved but don’t know how? Call your local library 
today. The staff will be happy to help.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe

Rick Briscoe
Publisher
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Seemingly diverse

in her pursuits,
BOBBE LUCE 

has only
one focus.
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JOHN RYBICKI

hopes his poetry pursuits
help heal the world.
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Nina Molitor and
Guthrie Harris helped
bring their parents together
to found BOOKBUG.
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is one away from his goal 
of running a marathon in 
each of the 50 states.

Cover Photography: Early Spring Hellebores by Bobbe Luce.
Spring Landscape Photo by Penny Briscoe.

Midway through a career
in big business, KHAREN
WARFIELD-SHELTON

gave it up for
Young Chefs Academy.
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Take Time to Read!
March is Reading Month
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HEN BOBBE LUCE proposed 
ONEplace to name the organiza-
tion she now heads, she was

thinking of the people it would serve. She 
likely didn’t give much thought to how 
her choice of names actually has become 
a motto for the way she has viewed the 
greater world.

“I just think it is the responsibility of 
each one of us to do what we can to have 
the world and our environment as clean and 
healthy and revered as possible,” she says 
while attempting to put into words an over-
all scheme to the eclectic fashion in which 
her life has evolved.

The “predispositions” of Bobbe include 
creativity, entrepreneurship, volunteer-

ism, education, and 
a desire to protect 
the Earth, and are 
the culmination 
of talents she now 
offers the nonprofit 
community in her 
role as director of 
ONEplace, a year-old 
support center oper-
ated by and located 
in the main branch 
of the Kalamazoo 
Public Library.

Any visitor to 
ONEplace would 
immediately perceive 
her well-rounded 
yet single-minded 
commitment to the 
greater good. Not 
surprisingly, guests 
to the home of Bobbe 

and her husband Bruce Dannenhauer would 
see there, too, that pledge to the world.

Designated a National Wildlife Backyard
(continued on page 10)

Bobbe Luce, now 
director of ONEplace, 
has devoted herself 
to improving the 
community in which 
she lives, while at the 
same time making
it a priority to “honor 
the land.”

The front 
entry way of 
Bobbe and 
Bruce’s home 
shows the 
emphasis on 
hostas and 
other shade 
plants.
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Bleeding 
hearts 
thrive in the 
gardens 
Bobbe 
maintains 
at her 
home.
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A Place
for Harmony

by Penny Briscoe

Being a 
predisposed 
educator, Bobbe 
Luce believes 
“it’s possible 
to help people, 
organizations, 
and systems
get better.”
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HE COMMUNITY had a need and, once again, 
that community came together to address it. 
With 60 percent more nonprofits in existence

across the country and locally than there were
10 years ago, the 
Irving S. Gilmore 
and Kalamazoo 
Community 
foundations were 
finding that there 
was a need for an 

organization dedicated specifically to supporting 
those nonprofits.

According to Bobbe Luce, who was selected to 
head this new organization, these nonprofits have 
been starting up very quickly, oftentimes by people 

with a lot of passion but lacking the skills or back-
ground to operate what is, operationally, a small busi-
ness. “A nonprofit is a public entity with a mission 
and a very different legal structure from a business, 
so it takes knowing what that is; it takes knowing 
how to put a good board of directors together, and 
how to take a mission and a passion and make them 
functional. They need to give the infrastructure to 
an organization so they can be sustainable, have best 
practices, systems that work, systems that can grow 
to meet the needs of their constituents,” she says with 
great passion and emphasis.

The need for ONEplace became evident when 
foundations were, more and more frequently, being 
put into a position of providing that support to new 
and growing nonprofits, and they just didn’t have 
the time or resources to effectively help with the 
needs, nor was it within their mission, says Bobbe. 
As a result, a task force of area foundation repre-
sentatives and nonprofit leaders met to provide a 
solution within Kalamazoo County.

As a consultant who had been working with 
nonprofits in various capacities for several years, 
Bobbe had been pondering this very problem. Al-
ways interested in improving her consulting skills 
and finding solutions to problems, she regularly 
sought out professional development for herself 
by attending workshops, such as those held at the 
Nonprofit Alliance in Battle Creek. She was return-
ing to Kalamazoo from one of those workshops 
more than two years ago now, and she was deep 
in thought after one of the sessions. “I remember 
driving home on I-94 and saying to myself, ‘We 
need one of these organizations in Kalamazoo,’” 
she recalls.

Although she believed at that time that it would 
never happen, to her surprise she was, shortly after 
her Battle Creek trip, informally contacted by a task 
force member to see what she thought of the idea 
and if she’d be interested in being involved as an 
advisor or in some other related capacity.

In her excitement at the prospect that this 
resource might be available locally, after all, she im-
mediately expressed an interest in leading the new 
organization when the time came.

Ultimately, her desire became reality, after 
a selection process that included a large pool of 
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ONEplace, whose office is located within the main branch of the Kalamazoo Public Library, 
celebrates its first anniversary this month. The center, which specializes in helping non-
profits thrive, is staffed by Director Bobbe Luce, WMU intern Monica Priest, who provides 
support services, and Karen Santamaria, a KPL staff librarian whose responsibilities 
for ONEplace include providing the momentum for hard-copy resources, online access, 
outreach, and easy accessibility.
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ONEplace Takes Shape
by Penny Briscoe
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(continued on page 14)
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Luce
(continued from page 8)

Habitat 15 years ago, the six and a half 
acres the couple have transformed since 
they purchased it in 1990 are a testimo-
nial to a great appreciation of both flora 
and fauna. 

“We wanted wild life and birds, 

and we knew we were staying there, so 
we were ready to invest in the land-
scape,” explains Bobbe. “We now have 
birds, and we have deer and turkeys and 
groundhogs and raccoons and pos-
sums—we had no idea of the wildlife we 

would have. By studying to 
gain designation as a back-
yard habitat, we learned 
the four things birds need 
to survive: water, shelter, 
food, and places to nest. It 
was just natural to make 
sure all those things were 
in place, and in place in 
abundance.”

Visitors to their prop-
erty, which they named 
WildWood, would be un-
able to miss, in the warm 
months, the landscape 
emphasis on hostas. The 
250 varieties Bobbe’s gar-
dens display are the result 
of a love that grew from 
a need for shade plants, 
and she considers hostas 
the ultimate plant for such 
conditions.

Bobbe is now striving 
for a more balanced garden 
and keeps adding small 
shrubs and other appropri-
ate plants, trying to “push 
the limit on what will grow 
in shade acreage and what 
combinations will work.” 
A favorite is the delicate 

winter aconite, which blooms early each 
spring and gives her a little hope that 
warm weather is in the air.

Having become a Master Gardener 
in 1998, she is now a regular garden-
ing volunteer in the community. Also 
a member of the Southwest Michigan 
Hosta Society, her training in this area 
led her to the Fertile Crescent, owned by 
Leila Bradfield, a well-known hosta cul-
tivar. “I just go over there and stand all 
day Saturday, helping people find plants 
and talking about what design they want 
to do. I call it putting happy people with 
happy plants,” she says enthusiasti-
cally. “I leave more pumped than when 
I got there. It’s so much fun, and I have 
learned a lot from her.”

To add to that learning, Bobbe 
Answer on page 54.

What famous flyer circled Kalamazoo in  
1927 and left a large, unexpected message  
that required the local fire department to respond?

Bobbe Luce and her father, Gerry Luce, shared birthdays 
(November 22) for 55 years. Although he passed away in 2006,
he is still one of the inspirations for her gardening pursuits.

Hellebores
Welcome Spring
by Bobbe Luce

HELLEBORES bring early and long 
joy to the garden, especially the 
shade garden. 

In mid-March new buds form 
near the ground and rise above last 
year’s foliage to give us one of our 
area’s earliest flowering plants. The 
blooms are long-lasting (several 
months) and change colors as they 
age. As flowers mature, new leaves 
emerge and last until the next spring, 
bringing green to the garden every 
time snows melt away. 

Hellebores’ velvety flowers range 
from near black to snow white. Some 
new varieties feature double flowers 
and several leathery leaf textures and 
colors. Their colors, textures, and 
shapes mix well with hostas, ferns, 
pulmonarias, bulbs, and many other 
plants. And, they are deer resistant—
very deer resistant!

Often called Christmas rose 
or Lenten rose, these noninvasive 
European natives were brought to 
America in early colonial days and 
have recently increased in popularity 
again. As a near-perfect perennial, 
what’s not to love? 
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Daniel R. Gustin

2300 Portage Street 
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Wyndham Apartments
2300 Portage Street

(corner of Portage Street and  
Miller Road – Kalamazoo)

Valet parking available
Refreshments provided

AFTERNOONS
AT WYNDHAM 

A Festival that 
celebrates the joy  
and power of music! 
Wednesday, March 24, 2:00 p.m.

Kalamazoo will host The Irving S. Gilmore 
International Keyboard Festival April 17 –  
May 8, 2010. The biennial Festival will 
present more than two weeks of astonishing 
keyboard performances in venues across 
West Michigan!

Director Daniel R. Gustin is responsible for 
the artistic vision and implementation of 
each Festival and will be the speaker during 
the next Afternoons at Wyndham series.

With an impressive musical career at the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra and best 
known prior to The Gilmore as manager 
of the summer music festival, Tanglewood, 
Gustin will provide amazing insights 
and behind the scenes details about the 
upcoming Gilmore Festival.

The program begins at 2:00 p.m. and is free 
and open to the public. Refreshments will 
be served and door prizes will be awarded!

Seating is limited so make your reservations 
before March 22 by calling 269.276.4055.

A Series of  
Unique Programs  

for Personal  
Enrichment

7171 STADIUM DRIVE  |  KALAMAZOO, MI 49009  |  269.381.7600  |  WWW.JVTR.COM

You need a strong supporting cast to deliver a

Jansen Valk Thompson & Reahm PC 
is dedicated to providing innovative 
solutions to our business and personal 
clients through sound, expert accounting, 
tax, and fi nancial advice.

Call today and learn how we can help
maximize your performance. 

earned her Advanced Master Gardener 
certification in 2001 and attends plant 
seminars each year, usually with her 
good friend, Linda Whitlock, the hor-
ticulture agent for the Michigan State 
Cooperative Extension Service.

Bobbe was groomed early on for 
this appreciation of all things 
natural. “I grew up as a Girl Scout 

and worked five summers at a Girl Scout 
camp in undergraduate school. So, I 
literally lived outside in a tent for a year 
of my life, if you add that all up.

“I climbed trees as a kid—was just 
outside all the time,” she recalls with 
the enthusiasm of a school girl. She also 
credits her father, who always had a veg-
etable garden, which she can’t have, she 
says, because of her densely shaded yard.

Bobbe’s number-one inspiration, 
however, came from her grandmother, 
who was an artist, educator, and garden-
er—all the things Bobbe has become. 
“My grandmother is who I take after in 
many ways; I even look like her. She was 
the first flower gardener that I knew, 
and I would follow her around, and she 
would show me her plants,” she recalls.

Bobbe and Bruce married in 1980 
and soon afterward started separate 
companies, Luce & Associates and 
Signature Printing, which they operated 
side-by-side for 14 years. Eventually, they 
combined their business efforts within 
Signature Printing under the name Wild-
Wood Companies: WildWood Designs 
and WildWood Services. They closed 
Signature Printing in 2005 but main-
tained the WildWood umbrella for their 
business ventures.

Bruce’s background prior to starting 
Signature Printing included employ-
ment at James River. He had earned 
a degree from the premier Rochester 
Institute of Technology in Rochester, 
N.Y., in printing management. Bobbe was 
a special-needs counselor in the Kent 
Intermediate School District in Grand 
Rapids before she moved to Kalamazoo 
when they married, but she was unable 
to find appropriate employment in public 
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Luce

education in the area. Bruce had always 
wanted to own a printing company and 
was supportive of Bobbe’s growing inter-
est in graphic design.

“Some people are more auditory, but 
I am more visual,” explains Bobbe. “I am 
an artist to my core, and so I like the tex-
ture of things, the color of things; things 
have to have color, which is really impor-
tant to me, and they have to match.”

Along with high-quality custom 
graphics and commercial printing, 
Signature Printing produced, under 
the name WildWood Collections, such 
items as notecards, notepads, calendars, 
and prints, featuring Bobbe’s nature 
photography.

Bobbe’s primary roles through Luce 
& Associates and Signature Printing were 
consulting and design services and as-
sisting clients in all aspects of marketing 
and organizational structuring, including 
working primarily with the nonprofit 
sector and serving on various nonprofit 
boards, which she has done for many 
years. Among her various clients, which 
she describes as “wonderful,” she also 
enjoyed and benefited by her role as art 
director of several Fetzer Institute publi-
cations, including the “Gilchrist

Letter,” which allowed her to showcase 
her continually improving photography 
and put her writing skills to work.

“I worked very hard at becoming 
a writer,” she confesses. “Growing up, 
languages were very, very hard for me, 
and I started to read late. I almost failed 
English in high school; I think it was a 
matter of being a late bloomer.”

Her skills in writing developed 
as she discovered when doing graphic 
design for people that they were giving 
her copy that was not well written, not 
proofread. “I just started working on 
their projects, and I became competent 
after years of experience,” she explains.

As with her writing, her residential 
garden-design skills, under the label 
WildWood Designs, evolved in the same 
way as did her writing; as she learned 
more and more about horticulture, she 
became more and more competent and 
she decided the pursuit fit nicely into the 
mission she and Bruce had established 
early on—to be as noninvasive to the 
environment as possible.

With Signature Printing now 
closed, Bruce operates WildWood 
Services, in which he performs a wide 
variety of building and maintenance 

Bobbe Luce and Bruce Dannenhauer take a group for a train ride at Turkeyville. Bruce, a railroad 
enthusiast, enjoys operating the train for the Mid-Michigan Railroad.
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tasks for clients interested in the 
WildWood philosophy of  protecting 
the environment. He is also a railroad 
hobbyist and member of the Mid-
Michigan Railroad. At Turkeyville, at 
no charge or for a small donation, any 
visitor can ride model steam and diesel 
trains, thanks to volunteer engineers 
like Bruce. Passengers each year enjoy 
the beauty of natural scenery as the 
one-eighth scale engines and cars snake 
through the woods and fields on over a 
mile of  track.

While Bruce donates months of 
weekends to the train club every year, 
maintaining the track and giving rides to 
the public, Bobbe volunteers in the depot 
on occasion, but devotes herself fully in 
her spare time to serving on boards and 
participating in gardening organizations. 
Her dedication to living the philosophy 
of the Master Gardener program, which 
is to strive for minimal chemical use in 
both plant and animal pest control, are 
further examples of her commitment to 
“honor the land,” as she puts it. She is a 
member of the Master Gardener Associa-
tion, the Land Conservancy, the Nature 
Conservancy, and the National Wildlife 
Federation as well.

Now, because of her full-time re-
sponsibilities leading the newly formed 
ONEplace, Bobbe currently is not work-
ing under the WildWood name. But she 
believes what she does at ONEplace fits 
the life-style template she and Bruce 
established early on. “Even (before ONE-
place) as a consultant, the things I was 
designing were plans for people, systems 
for people. WildWood is a creative term, 
and that’s really what I have been doing.”

Whether Bobbe has been designing 
for her WildWood property, or drawing 
up plans for the gardens of others, or 
applying her philosophy to her pho-
tography or other artistic endeavors, 
or working with people who need her 
expertise in their own organizations, she 
has been designing for the greater good. 
Her efforts have, quite simply, made the 
world  “one better place” on all counts, 
in the end. 

13W W W . E N C O R E K A L A M A Z O O . C O M



Financial Advice for
You on Your Road

Through Life

Member FINRA/SIPC, A Registered Investment Adviser

Jeff K. Ross

a part of
Anything but Common®

SM

ONEplace
(continued from page 9)

applicants. The Kalamazoo Public 
Library’s main branch location was se-
lected to house and operate the center, 
and it officially opened on March 3, 
2009.

Fully funded by the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation and the Gilmore 
Foundation, with substantial, ongoing, 
in-kind support from the Kalamazoo 
Public Library, this center within the 
library, with all its resources, was to be 
absolutely free to any nonprofit in Kala-
mazoo County needing its services. 

“One of the first things I did when 
I got here was be charged with com-
ing up with a name. The library and 
foundations planning it kept calling it 
‘the nonprofit entity,’” Bobbe recalls. 
“So I went to work to come up with a 
name right away, within the first week 
or two. Other centers similar to this one 
around the state and around the region 
had names with very simple words, very 
memorable, easy to recall. One of them 
is in Flint, and it is called ‘BEST.’ And 
there’s another one in Ann Arbor called 
‘NEW,’ and their names are acronyms 
for ‘Building Excellence, Sustainability 
and Trust’ and ‘Nonprofit Enterprises at 
Work.’

“And so I wanted one small word 
that was easy to remember and had 
meaning. Everybody kept talking about 
this entity being the one place where 
people could go for resources, so I said, 
‘Well, let’s just work with ‘one.’ ’” 

After two weeks of putting down on 
a white board just about every word she 

could think of that started with any of 
the letters in “one,” the name came to her: 
“Opportunities for Nonprofit Excellence.”

“It has ‘place’ in it because we do 
have a place, where many of the nonprof-
it centers don’t actually have a dedicated 
space like we do, or a circulating col-
lection like we do, or a little conference 
area, or their own computers. The only 
other nonprofit center we know of with 
similar space is one in Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana, which is also inside a library.”

ONEplace, with its purpose: 
“Building a stronger communi-
ty by supporting the nonprofit 

sector in building capacity within and 
across organizations in Kalamazoo 
County,” has been serving nonprofits in 
Kalamazoo County for a full year now. 
Area nonprofits are able to access both 
online resources on the organization’s 
Web site at www.kpl.gov/ONEplace and 
on-site resources on the second floor 
of the library. The on-site resources 

include more than 
328 books in circula-
tion and a staff that 
is available to assist 
personally.

Sid Ellis, execu-
tive director of Black 
Arts & Cultural Cen-
ter, finds the resourc-
es to be invaluable, 
saying: “ONEplace is 
a vital institution for 
nonprofits, especially 

for new organizations or new leaders of 
organizations. Bobbe’s personality and 
willingness to help shows in her follow-
up and follow-through.”

The organization is described on 
its Web site as a management support 
center for nonprofit organizations in 
Kalamazoo County: “It gathers local 
nonprofit leaders and peer groups to 
learn from each other. And, we draw 
upon the thinking of nationally recog-
nized researchers and practitioners in 
the nonprofit sector to offer local organi-
zations an ongoing, larger examination 
of best practices.”

Between the opening last March and 
February 2010, the organization hosted 
101 workshops and events that included 
1,450 participants. The staff also fielded 
approximately 2,000 individual resource 
requests and questions. 

Anne Wend Lipsey, executive direc-
tor of Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes, says 
the name for ONEplace is exactly what 
it is. “As a director, I was alone in the 
wilderness. This provides a touch point 
for new ideas that fit into our system 
and what we are doing. As a developing 
organization, it is the reference point to 
get over the hump.

“The library opens the door for a 
whole bouquet of resources,” she contin-
ues. “You go looking for fund develop-
ment information and find something 
about program design.”

Anne’s experience with Bobbe goes 
back a long way, to when they served 
together at United Way. “Her ability to 
frame the big picture and then put parts 

Kyle Caldwell, president of the Michigan Nonprofit Association in 
Lansing, speaks at the ONEplace opening in March of 2009.
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Looking for a new view?

Jim Gilmore Enterprises

and pieces together is invalu-
able. She sees big pictures and 
the details that make these big 
pictures work,” Anne says.

Bobbe herself, in her typi-
cally colorful, creative way, says 
what ONEplace has to offer 
is “triage.” And, with Bobbe’s 
extensive background in non-
profit work, she should know 
what they need most. Besides 
her consulting work and board 
positions with such organiza-
tions, her past service has included the 
position of executive director for The 

Forum of Greater Kalamazoo, which she 
describes as a catalyst for community 

improvement. She was the 
executive director of The Mad 
Hatters, an educational theater 
for the understanding of people 
with disabilities and other 
topics related to prejudicial at-
titude. She was also the acting 
director of the Special Services 
Program for Kellogg Commu-
nity College and a special needs 
counselor at Kent Intermediate 
School District.

Available services at ONE-
place are ever expanding and currently 
include workshops and group meetings, 

Ph
ot

o:
 C

ou
rt

es
y 

Ka
la

m
az

oo
 P

ub
lic

 L
ib

ra
ry

Paul Flickinger and an unidentified visitor browse the shelves of ONEplace at 
the grand opening. Paul operates a nonprofit called Clean Water for the World.
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TheHome of
Fine Flowers

From our home to yours. 
Visit our greenhouse 

showroom today to experience
the pride that has made

VanderSalm’s-Flipse the Kalamazoo
area’s leading florist since 1910.

343-2671
1120 S. Burdick St.  Kalamazoo

Voted Reader's Choice 
Favorite Florist

ONEplace

capacity building, customized technical 
assistance, dedicated computer access, 
a Consultants & Trainers Directory, a 
newsletter, and a nonprofit legal as-
sistance program. Its in-house library 
provides reading recommendations and 
books for loan, including such staff favor-
ites as “Building Hope,” “The Nonprofit 
Handbook,” “Nonprofit Finance for Hard 
Times,” and “Nonprofit Guide to Going 
Green.”

While Bobbe heads ONEplace as its 
director, Karen Santamaria, a KPL librar-
ian, provides part-time services to the 
organization’s supporting resources and 
outreach. In addition, Monica Priest is a 
Western Michigan University intern who 
works in the center as support staff.

The organization has been well 
received and continues to grow and add 
new resources on an ongoing basis.

“ONEplace has proven to be a great 
asset to Fair Food Matters, says its ex-
ecutive director, Paul Stermer. “Whether 
it’s attending a workshop, taking part in 
the ED Roundtable, or just meeting indi-
vidually with Bobbe, we’ve received great 
help in understanding how nonprofits 
operate, especially in fund raising. ONE-
place is helping our little organization 
grow and expand.”

Another satisfied constituent of the 
organization is Pamela Rowland, who is 
the founding CEO and executive director 
of Kalamazoo Junior Girls, a nonprofit 
organization celebrating its 25th anni-
versary this year. She says they are cur-
rently using the resources of ONEplace 
for Web page development.

“It is like being in a big supermar-
ket,” she says of the available resources. 
“It is so plentiful and we are grateful to 
have it. With our Web-page design and 
branding, we have learned so much. We 
are excited about it.”

Pamela’s organization is dedicated 
to inspiring girls (ages 8–18) to be self-
reliant women, one generation at a time. 
She gives kudos to Bobbe, saying, “She 
is always willing to be in the middle of 
everything. She is not intimidating and 
is very approachable.”

Where might ONEplace be headed 
as it starts its second year of service 
to the nonprofit community in Kala-
mazoo County? Goodwill Industries 
of Southwest Michigan President John 
Dillworth believes the organization can 
provide a great amount of support in 
areas a new nonprofit leader may not be 
familiar with, in particular in the finan-
cial areas. He says the organization can 
help with “basic business principles of 
running what is very much like a small 
business—how to fund it and how to 
sustain it.

“They are serving a wonderful 
purpose in the community and may 
reduce some redundancies. As income 
and funding in the region declines, we 
should all be working together in such 
areas as sharing services. A lot of times 
there is already another organization 
similar to a new one being started. That 
person who wants to start a nonprofit 
could join with one already in existence.”

John says that one way Goodwill 
Industries is sharing services is through 
its role as a human services campus in 
which it leases space to other nonprof-
its. One of those is the Kalamazoo River 
Cleanup Coalition that is dedicated 
to cleaning up Portage Creek and the 
Kalamazoo River. He says that their 
locating in the Goodwill facility makes 
sense because the building is right next 
to the water.

According to Bobbe, “Over 180 
people attended the grand opening last 
March, which strained the maximum 
number of people allowed, as per the fire 
code. People were standing in the hall as 
well as filling Van Deusen. It was a great 
way to open the doors on a new resource. 
There was lots of positive energy.” 

Perhaps all this positive energy can 
now be channeled into more efficiently 
improving the public good. Bobbe Luce 
and others in the community seem con-
vinced of it.

And Anne Lipsey is convinced 
about Bobbe Luce. “I’m really glad she is 
there to be championing this part of the 
work.” 
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OCAL POET JOHN RYBICKI is not 
just a gifted writer and teacher; 
he is a poetry evangelist.

He’s on a mission, one that’s hopeful 
and grand: Through his own writing, 
and the poetry he helps usher forth from 
others, he believes the world can become 
a more peaceful, sweeter place to dwell. 

“The role of the poet is to wake up 
the human heart, to act as a counter-
balance to the deadening things of this 
world,” he said in a recent interview. “It’s 
the age of the shiny house, shiny car. We 
run after the material in this world at the 

expense of the spirit.
“Poets can break the laws of physics 

on the page. Heart gives the poem its 
heat. Poetry is where imagination and 
emotion collide and then join hands.” 

Sentences like this flow effort-
lessly from John, and he’s as likely to be 
delighted by them as anyone. In fact, a 
conversation with John is often punctu-
ated with exclamations of “I have to 
write that down,” or “Write that down.”

And if writing is a disease, John 
is a terminal case. He has been known 
to grab an ashen stick from a fire to 

John Rybicki is on
a mission with his words.

By Theresa Coty O’Neil
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write when his pen ran dry. His hands 
are literally marked with the ink of his 
words, and he admits to twice having 
been pulled over by the cops for “writing 
while driving.”

Few, however, are immune to his 
zeal, which is tempered by a true love of 
humanity and life. And it’s contagious. 
“Poetry is the language of our largeness 
and the language of our brokenness,” 
he said. “Poets take everyday ordinary 
words and dunk them in the deep fires 
of the heart. Those words become live, 
breathing embers on the page. Sure, the 
text cools into what we call words, but 
when the reader’s eyes hit the words, it 
reignites them.”

With two books, myriad publica-
tions in magazines, and inclusions in 
“Best American Poetry” for the last two 
years, John has earned his place among 
America’s well-regarded up-and-coming 
poets. His talents have been recog-
nized by prominent editors and writers, 
including Gordon Lish, former editor 
of The Quarterly, and short-story writer 
Amy Hempel. Well-known in writers’ 
circles, John is, as much, a poet of the 
people. Preaching his message about 
the transformative power of poetry 
with adults and children alike across 
the United States, John can call to mind 
inspired lines written by his former 
students as easily as he can call to mind 
lines from his own poems or those by 
“literary giants.”

Growing up in Detroit, the second 
oldest of four children, John felt within 
him the swirling eddies of city life and 
family turmoil. Poetry herself reached 
out and touched his 11-year-old finger 
one magical day after he had been testing 
space, time and physical prowess with a 
close buddy.

His account sounds itself like a 
poem: “The night Billy Goltz and I broke 
the world’s record for the number of 
garages you can climb in an hour (63), I 
became a writer. 

“We had just finished our James 
Bond, ninja-esque, invade each yard, 
climb onto the roof, leap off, and cat 

tumble to the grass, and when we came 
pulling out of the shadows under the 
streetlight on Somerset and Brunswick, 
it seemed as if the boys in the neigh-
borhood began pulling magnetically 

toward us. 
“There was a moment of such 

wonder it felt like those very boys and 
even the houses were swirling in an orbit 
around me.

Julie Ann in the Bone Marrow Unit,

Zion, Illinois

             

Ah Dame, I don’t know how else to love you 
so I just start juggling. I’m on the street

three floors below your hospital window, 
lofting fish or birds that graze against my hands

and fly off; juggling cancer cells and carnations, 
slipping in the bowling pin 

we snuck out that alley in Maine. Then I’m juggling  
freight trains, and angels, and elephants, 

dropping them all. I don’t care. So long as you  
can stand near your high window and laugh, 

so long as you stand near your hospital bed  
clapping your hands

   By John Rybicki

John Rybicki has published two books of poetry, “We Bed Down in Water” (2008, 
Northwestern University Press) and “Traveling at High Speeds” (1996, 2003, New 
Issues Press). John has had poems chosen for inclusion in both the Best American 
Poetry 2008 and Best American Poetry 2009. His wife and partner in poetry, Julie 
Moulds Rybicki, died last year after a 16-year struggle with cancer.  

Lovers of poetry, John and Julie Rybicki are shown surrounded by books in their Delton home. Julie 
passed away last year following a 16-year struggle with non-Hodgkins lymphoma.
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“We wouldn’t give up those days having  
Mom home with us for anything.  

We couldn’t have done it without you.” 

Over 25 Years of Caring for Our Community 

Talk to us. 
 (269) 345-0273 

Rybicki

“I stepped back out of my skin and 
whispered to the elements: I’ve got to 
write this down.”

Later, in adolescence, writing 
became a place to sort out troubles and 
growing pains.

“I went from wanting to write out of 
wonder to needing to unburden on the 
canvas. The page is a safe place to do it,” 
he said. “I began pounding the page from 
15 on, and it helped me gain needed 
equilibrium. I didn’t write with any 
intention of publishing at that point, but 
for the healing and cathartic release.

“Then I just started devouring the 
giants in the language, and writing my 
own lukewarm sentences. If you release 
a colossal wind on all the pages on which 
I did my practicing, there would be a 
veritable blizzard of paper. There’s a lot 
of sweat that goes into becoming pos-
sible through your instrument.”

Celebration and loss continue to be 
the same wells from which John dips his 
pen for inspiration and healing. 

“I never write when I’m in an even 

John has published two books of poetry. His 
work has also been published in a wide variety 
of magazines.

20



temperament: The best writing is born 
out of two extremes: wonder, efferves-
cent of the spirit; or wound, earth quake 
weather in the human heart. That’s what 
gets the rivers of fire moving through the 
pen to the page.”

When revising, however, John is dis-
ciplined. “There’s that initial rupture of 
words onto paper, but then you hammer 
and chisel a poem with sparks flying up 
around your face.”

As John received his benediction, 
he extends this to others with 
incredible generosity. At least 

as passionate about his teaching (or as 
he calls it, “preaching”) as his writing, 
John’s spark has kindled many flames. 
He has worked with adults and youth, 
troubled and privileged, to midwife liter-
ally thousands of poems.

 “I ordain them, urging them to 
become great seers,” he said. “I reach out 
as if to touch my finger to their forehead 
and leave a brand mark there—that 
mark that calls them to be a poet.” 

Consistently recognized for his gifts 
as a teacher, John was featured as an 
“outstanding teacher of writing” in the 
2001 “Time Magazine for Kids.”  

Tender Range

Come the white morning  
I’ll cross the earth on my face, 

let the barrel of light tip over  
one more time and let’s just call it sunrise. 

I don’t know anything about  
blowing a child out like a balloon, 

or what comes after — that dream like a waterfall  
sealed in a flask close to God’s hip. 

It’s night now with those squares of light  
all over the world, 

there where a woman has been  
spreading her own light onto the windows 

of her house just like I have  
rubbed oil onto belly. 

Mothers daub their own fire to the glass  
so even a scarecrow like me 

out wandering the night  
can take his chin out from inside his coat, 

there where his own lantern is hissing.  
To gaze through the glass and stop 

the crunch of footfalls over the bones  
of things I cannot fix. Do you know 

how many hobos like me are out there  
where the wind howls? We gaze up from where her 

fire pours over the snow: because we know  
she is in there doing her soft work. 

   By John Rybicki
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Rybicki

Julie died last year of complications fol-
lowing a bone marrow transplant after 
a 16-year struggle with non-Hodgkins 
lymphoma. It was a terrible loss for both 
John and their son.

First meeting in the late Herb Scott’s 
poetry workshop at Western Michigan 
University, John and Julie had been to-
gether as partners in poetry for 20 years.

“At the very end of her life, we were 
incredibly close,” said John. “She never 
stopped smiling, fighting, believing.

“She used to sing love songs to my 
son and me while she was in the bathtub 
splashing around in there,” he recalled. 
“She’d often use sitcom music or clas-
sical music. She would invent her own 
words to the tune. After the steam would 
billow, she would write love notes to us 
on the bathroom window. You can still 
fog your breath (Martell and I have done 
this) and read the last love note she left.”

John is not afraid to share the depth 
of his loss with his students. He quotes 
Gordon Lish: “Your grief is your fortune 
as a writer.”

“When I tell my students about Julie 
and her cancer, I say, ‘Oh my abun-
dance.’” Then he asks, “Am I to give 
thanks for human suffering, when my 

One of the positions John holds is as 
writing teacher for the “Wings of Hope” 
Hospice Program in Allegan. He visits 
various schools, teaching poetry writ-
ing to students who have undergone a 
trauma or loss. “Holy work,” he calls it.

“I teach my kids the same way I 
do my adults. It’s healing to unburden 
onto the page. I dare them to do it, too, 
not just for themselves, but for all those 
other skin-wearers out there,” he said. “I 
tell them, ‘If God were to grab the moon 
like a microphone and ask you to write 
a poem about a loved one who was sick, 
most people would be hugely daunted. 
When the poet breaks open a human 
heart translating into higher language 
something essential about the human 
experience, he/she offers nothing less 
than a gift to their fellow man.

“Poets are doing it not just for them-
selves but for all mankind, so that we 
can all break away from our armor, and 
breathe a sweeter oxygen.”

His work in Detroit as a writer in 
residence was a spiritual homecoming 
of sorts. John became a Big Brother to a 
13-year-old boy, Martell, whom he later 
adopted with his wife, Julie Moulds 
Rybicki, and raised through adolescence. 

Part of poet John Rybicki’s purpose is to share with others the healing and liberating potential of 
writing and reading poetry, which he has done in many ways, including during a year-long teaching 
position in his hometown of Detroit. There he met Martell Epperson, then 13 and now grown, whom 
Rybicki and his wife, Julie Moulds Rybicki, eventually adopted. This picture of Martell buried in sand 
was taken the week of the adoption during John’s Gull Lake Conference for Young Writers.
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most potent utterance is born out of my 
wife’s cancer?”

It’s a question he doesn’t immedi-
ately try to answer.

“My friends really held me up the last 
year,” he said. “I was crawling through the 
ashes after Julie died and my friends put 
my arm around their necks. They literally 
carried me through the world.”

 If he had lived in the age of the de 
Medicis, John might be robed and feted, 
singing his poetry from the courtyard 
and at madrigal feasts. But in 21st centu-
ry Midwestern America, with support for 
arts dwindling along with the economy, 
writing poems isn’t fattening.

“Publishing means very little to me 
anymore. It doesn’t undo the fiscal un-
certainty of your existence,” he said. “I’m 
thrilled every time one of my students or 
my friends get published.”

This doesn’t stop John from writ-
ing, however. Nothing could. He admits 
to seldom going fallow. “I combust as a 
writer at the slightest trembling of a leaf,” 
he said, adding, “If I never wrote another 
poem, I’d need to live to be 10,000 to har-
vest all the words I already have.”

Currently, he’s working on a collec-
tion of poetry for children, a third book 
of his own poems, and a memoir co-writ-
ten by Julie that he describes as a “cancer 
story with love in it.” He also hopes to 
resurrect “Baba Yaga,” an operetta Julie 
wrote in graduate school that opened at 
WMU’s Dalton Theater to rave reviews.

His largest dreams, however, are 
much grander in scope. 

“If it wouldn’t land me in jail, what I 
would love to do is belly-fill a cargo plane 
with poetry and air-drop it in a confetti 
storm in cities all over the world.”

The result, as John foresees it, would 
be a healing shift in human consciousness 
through the connecting power of a poem.

 “Guns would melt in people’s hand. 
Humans of different color would em-
brace. People would realize that we are, 
as Dickens wrote, fellow passengers to 
the grave, fellow kinsmen. 

 “Poetry at its best reminds us all 
we’re part of the same human family.” 
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Murder at the Howard Johnson’s” — 
A comedy that asks if all is fair in love, 
including murder. Mar. 5, 6, 12 & 13, 8:30 
p.m. New Vic Theatre, 134 E. Vine St. 
381-3328.
“The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” 
— Join four young adventurers as they dis-
cover the frozen land of Narnia beyond the 
wardrobe. Mar. 5 & 12, 7 p.m., Mar. 6 & 
13, 1 & 4 p.m., Mar. 7, 2 p.m., Mar. 9–11, 
9:30 a.m., Mar. 10 & 11, 12 p.m. Civic 
Auditorium, 329 S. Park St. 343-1313.
“All in the Timing” — Six short plays 
that comment on relationships, historical 
events, and the human condition. Mar. 
12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27, 8 p.m., Mar. 14, 21, 2 
p.m. Farmers Alley Theatre, 221 Farmers 
Alley. 343-2727.
“The Chris & Alex Show” — Fancy Pants 
Theater presents a play by Chris Gavaler 
that involves a couple searching for the 
perfect house and struggling with a loss. 
Mar. 12, 13, 19 & 20, 11 p.m. Studio 246, 

246 N. Kalamazoo Mall. 
598-4130.
All Ears Theater—Step 
back into radio history—
enjoy live performances 
recorded for later airing 
on 102.1 WMUK-FM. 
“The Adventures of Al-
ice,” Mar. 20, 6 p.m.. First 
Baptist Church, 315 W. 
Michigan Ave. Free.
“All My Sons” — A pow-

erful drama by Arthur Miller exploring a 
middle-class family that must deal with a 
son lost in war and the secrets and lies that 
are revealed. Mar. 26, 27, Apr. 2, 3, 9 & 10, 
8 p.m., Apr. 1, 7:30 p.m., Apr. 11, 2 p.m. 
Parish Theatre, 429 S. Park St. 343-1313.
“Kalamazoological Society”—Improv 
group, Crawlspace Eviction, presents their 
take on animals. Mar. 26 & 27, 8 p.m. 
Studio 246, 246 N. Kalamazoo Mall. Info at 
www.crawlspacetheatre.com

Musicals & Opera

‘Tis Music That Has Warm’d Us — 
Operas of Henry Purcell — The Bach 
Festival Chorus and Orchestra perform 
selections from the composer’s operas. 
Mar. 13, 8 p.m. Stetson Chapel, K-College. 
337-7407.
“Chicago” — A sizzling musical about 
murder, greed and showbiz in the time of 
the flappers. Mar. 18–20, 25–27, Apr. 1 7 
2, 8 p.m., Mar. 21 & 28, 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. 
Williams Theatre, WMU. 387-6222.

Dance

Ballet Folklórico de México — Enjoy the 
traditional music, dance and ornate cos-
tumes of Mexican culture as presented by 
this award-winning troupe. Mar. 7, 3 p.m. 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.
Wellspring Dance Day — Join in this 
family event for dancers and non-dancers 
of all ages. Mar. 7, 2–3:30 p.m. Wellspring 
Theater, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 342-4354.

Symphony

University Symphony Orchestra — A 
free concert entitled “Broadway Pops” will 
be performed. Mar. 21, 3 p.m. Dalton Cen-
ter Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.
“Gershwin and Ellington” — Raymond 
Harvey returns to the piano to perform 
Gershwin’s Concerto in F. Mar. 27, 8 p.m., 
Mar. 28, 3 p.m. Chenery Auditorium, 714 
S. Westnedge. 349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

“Intimate Voices” — Fontana Chamber 
Arts presents the Enzo String Quartet. 
Mar. 12, 7:30 p.m. Wellspring Theater, Epic 
Center, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 382-7774.
Western Invitational Jazz Festival — The 
festival features Donny McCaslin and the 
Western Jazz Quartet, Mar. 12, 8:15 p.m. 
and the closing concert with McCaslin, the 
University Jazz Orchestra and area high 
school jazz bands, Mar. 13, 7:30 p.m. Dal-
ton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.

“Spring Evening” — An intimate evening 
with the KSO’s Burdick-Thorne String 
Quartet and other KSO musicians. Mar. 19 
& 20, 8 p.m. Epic Theater, 359 S. Kalama-
zoo Mall. 349-7759.
Bach: The Organist — A recital of Bach’s 
organ works on his 325th birthday per-
formed by Early Music Michigan’s artistic 
director, Eric Strand. Mar. 21, 4 p.m. St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church, 247 W. Lovell St. 
349-1045.

Vocal

“The Rat Pack Is Back” — A tribute to 
the great Vegas shows of Sinatra, Martin 
and the rest. Mar. 19 & 20, 8 p.m. Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.
m-pact — This male a cappella vocal jazz 
sextet will perform. Mar. 19, 8 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.
Bach: The Capellmeister — Early Music 
Michigan presents a concert of Bach’s 
sacred cantatas in honor of his 325th birth-
day. Mar. 20, 8 p.m. St Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 247 W. Lovell St. 387-2300.
Gold Company Invitational Vocal Jazz 
Festival — WMU’s outstanding jazz group 
will be featured. Mar. 20, 8 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.
Collegium Musicum — This WMU early 
music vocal group will be led by Matthew 
Steel in concert. Mar. 30, 8:15 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.

Visual Arts
WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455:

Video and Sound Art — An exhibition of 
single channel video by Lydia Moyer en-
titled “hyacinth” will be shown. Mar. 1–21. 
Atrium Gallery.
“Your Town, Inc.: Big Box Reuse with Ju-
lia Christensen” — A sculptural construc-
tion that demonstrates values opposed to 
the superstore concept along with pho-
tographs of reworked big box buildings. 
Through Mar. 19. Monroe-Brown Gallery.

A strong, positive, 
mental attitude
will create more 

miracles than any 
wonder drug.

— Patricia Neal
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“Lucid Directions” — The RCVA Student 
Scholarship Award exhibition. Through 
Mar. 19. Kerr Gallery. 

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

Woodcuts in Modern China, 1937–2008 
— This exhibition of 58 Chinese wood-
block prints in the Western style that laid 
the foundation of modern Chinese art. 
Through April 18.
Fear and Folly: The Visionary Prints of 
Francesco Goya and Federico Castellon 
— See prints drawn from the KIA’s perma-
nent collection. Through May 23.
ARTbreak — Enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics. 
King of Masks, part 1, Mar. 9; King of 
Masks, part 2, Mar. 16; Spirit of the Iron 
Pen — Modern Chinese Woodcuts, Mar. 
23; Four Stones for Kanemitsu, Mar. 30. 
Bring a lunch to these 12:15 p.m. sessions.
Art & All That Jazz — An evening of art, 
music and socializing. Whiskey Before 
Breakfast, Feb. 19, 5–7 p.m..

Park Trades Center
345-3311

Saniwax Gallery — Featuring photogra-
phy by Tom Schillaci. Opens Mar. 5 during 
Art Hop. 5–9 p.m.

Miscellaneous

Midtown Gallery — March will feature 
new work by Phil Vander Weg. 356 S. Kala-
mazoo Mall. 372-0134.
Art Hop — View the works of local artists. 
Local venues/galleries in downtown Kala-
mazoo. Mar. 5, 5 p.m. 342-5059.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809:

Reading Together — The selection “Snow 
Falling on Cedars” with a complete sched-
ule of events at www.readingtogether.us.

Meet the Author — An interview with 
David Guterson, author of “Snow Falling 
on Cedars.” Mar. 17, 7 p.m. Chenery Audi-
torium, 714. S. Westnedge Ave.
Concerts at KPL — Enso String Quartet, 
courtesy of Fontana Chamber Arts, Mar. 
11; Brothers Kalamazov, Mar. 24. Concerts 
at 7 p.m. Central Library.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Music by Ginny Parnaby & Jennie Miller 
— A concert of dulcimer and Renaissance 
recorder music. Mar. 14, 2–3:30 p.m.
Drop-In Book Discussion — Join in a 
discussion of the book, “Snow Falling on 
Cedars” by David Guterson. Mar. 16, 
10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
East Facing West — An art exhibit of 
mixed media from the Chinese Lady Art 
Club, Mar. 17–April 28. A reception with 
music provided by Chiang Family Trio and 
the Classical Violin Trio from Crescendo 
Academy of Music, Mar. 21, 2–4 p.m.
Meet the Author — Writer Jim C. Hines 
will speak about the writing process and 
his work, presented by the Kazoo Science 
Fiction Writer’s Group. Mar. 28, 2 p.m.

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Robots + Us — A playful look at how biol-
ogy and engineering are coming together 
to close the gap between reality and our 
robot dreams. Through May 9.
Planetarium Programs — The new 
DigiStar planetarium presents various 
programs in March. “Invaders of Mars,” 
daily at 3 p.m.; “Sky Legends of the Three 
Fires,” weekdays, 11 a.m., Sat., 1 p.m., Sun., 
2 p.m.; “Winter Nights,” Sat., 2 p.m.; “U2 
Laser Show,” Fri., 8:30 p.m.

(Continued on page 53)

There are many stories of women over-
coming prejudice to succeed. One such 
woman became the most celebrated 
singer of her day. Angelica Catalani was 
born in Italy in 1780. She was educated at 
the convent of Gubio. Her singing voice 
was so exquisite that the nuns, jealous 
of her superior talents, prohibited her 
from singing in the church. At age 14 she 
left the convent and began to sing in the 
theaters of Venice, Milan, Florence and 
Rome. After her success there, she went to 
Spain and became a favorite of the queen. 
The next stop for Catalani was England, 
where her success continued. She earned 
more than £50,000 on her stay there. 
She sang in Berlin, Vienna, St. Petersburg 

and throughout Europe. Her voice was 
so clear and strong that the force of it, 
if standing too close, could overpower 
listeners. She is considered one of the 
greatest singers of all time. Not bad for a 
woman who was banned from singing in 
church.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 

Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214
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2010 MARKS THE 20TH YEAR OF THE GILMORE, the 10th Gilmore 
International Keyboard Festival and the announcement of the 
sixth Gilmore Artist. These achievements are a tribute to the 
lifelong musical passion and philanthropy of Irving S. Gilmore, 
which has had an astonishing impact on its recipients and on 

West Michigan—an impact that no one 
could have predicted 20 years ago! 
 The Gilmore Artist Award stands in 
a league of its own with an international 
standing in the 
classical music 
world. There are 
more than 400 
piano competi-
tions—large and 
small—each year 
in North America, 
but there is only 
one Gilmore Art-
ist Award. The 
Award is made 
every four years 

by an anonymous panel who evaluate 
candidates in performance (without 
them knowing they are under consider-
ation) to an artist of great promise who has not yet established 
a major career. The monetary part of the Award can be used by 
the recipient to further his/her musicianship and career.   
 On January 7th Kirill Gerstein was announced as the 
2010 Gilmore Artist. The news hit the New York Times and 

Kalamazoo Gazette and spread immediately appearing in the 
LA Times, the San Francisco Chronicle, Wall Street Journal, 
the London Times and many other media outlets in less than 
24 hours. As Director of The Gilmore, I received hundreds of 
congratulatory e-mails and phone calls from all over the world. 
Many people know about our community because of this un-
paralleled Award. 
 Gerstein is truly an extraordinary musician. He first 
appeared before Kalamazoo audiences when he received the 

Gilmore Young Artist Award in 2002! 
Russian born, Gerstein began his piano 
studies by teaching himself how to play 
jazz by listening to his parents’ extensive 
record collection. He then moved to the 
United States to study jazz at the Berklee 
College of Music in Boston. Following a 
summer program at Tanglewood, Ger-
stein chose to focus his studies on classi-
cal piano at New York City’s Manhattan 
School of Music. He earned both his 
bachelor’s and master’s of music degrees 
there by the age of 20, and returned to 
Europe to continue his studies in Madrid 
and Budapest.
 Now an American citizen, Gerstein 

divides his time between the United States and Germany, 
where he has been a professor of piano at the Musikhochschule 
in Stuttgart since 2006. At 30 years old, he has already 

The Gilmore and Its Gilmore Artist Award  
By Dan Gustin, Director, Gilmore Keyboard Festival

Kirill Gerstein, 2010 Gilmore Artist

“The Gilmore has 
changed my life and 
opened the doors of
the world to me.”

— 2006 Gilmore Artist
 Ingrid Fliter 

(Continued on page 54)
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AS DIRECTOR OF THE KALAMAZOO PUBLIC LIBRARY, my motto 
is: “Never leave home without something to read!” I read about 
a book and a half a week, usually reading one main book plus a 
couple of other “pick-up” books—books that you don’t have to 
read straight through but can pick up casually now and again, 
or perhaps leave at a summer cottage for weekend reading. My 
current casual selections are “The Living Great Lakes: Search-
ing for the Heart of the Inland Seas,” by Jerry Dennis, and 
“Booknotes: America’s Finest Authors on Reading, Writing, and 
the Power of Ideas,” by Brian Lamb.

I find most of the books I read through reviews: I’m not a 
browser. There are more books on my reading list than I’ll ever be 
able to read. I recommend the one I just finished, “The Signal,” by 
Ron Carlson. His “Five Skies” was one of my 2008 favorites, and 
“The Signal” may be on that list for 2010. I mostly read fiction but 
also enjoy family biographies and “foodie” books—food memoirs 
like Anthony Bourdain’s “Kitchen Confidential.”

I belong to two book groups. For seven years, I’ve joined 
three library friends for a book lunch where each shares a book 
we’ve read. I love these meetings because I learn about books I 
might never read, due to our differing tastes. I also attend a tradi-
tional book group, one where we read and discuss the same book 
each month. For March, we’re reading David Guterson’s “Snow 
Falling on Cedars,” this year’s Reading Together selection.

At the suggestion of a colleague, I started a book journal 
about 20 years ago, never dreaming how helpful the journal 
would be in the future.  I try to write a sentence or two about 
every book I read. Now I use those notes to select books for the 
library’s “Staff Picks” display and blog—staff-recommended 
reading from the Kalamazoo Public Library catalog. I also have 

my own blog, named “From the Director,” where I post news 
about KPL: www.kpl.gov/director/blog/.

I have always loved reading and won a hardbound copy of 
“Charlotte’s Web” for having read the 
most books in my second grade class. 
I thought I would eventually enter 
the medical field, however, until a 
part-time job at the library and a stint 
as a hospital volunteer during high 
school changed my mind. I loved 
working with children, helping them 
find books and signing them up for 
summer reading. 

I entered library school right 
after college, journeying to Western 
Michigan University from my home 
in eastern Pennsylvania. I never ex-
pected to remain in Kalamazoo, but 
KPL hired me as a reference librarian 
right after graduation and I’ve been 
here ever since. “Kalamazoo’s been 
a wonderful place to live and raise a 
family.”

When I assumed leadership of Kalamazoo Public Library in 
December 2004, I promised my focus would be a renewed em-
phasis on fundamental library services, like reading, viewing, 
and listening for pleasure. One of KPL’s most visible projects for 
readers, Reading Together, a community reading program, is 

Read! Read! Read!
By Ann Rohrbaugh

Ann Rohrbaugh
Kalamazoo Public Library Director

(Continued on page 54)
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AKE A MAP OF MICHIGAN from the early 1830s, before 
it became a state. Now trace your finger along the course 
of the Grand River in Kent County. You will look in vain 

for a place called Grand Rapids, the “Furniture City,” or even 
Campau, the fur trader the community credits as its founder. 

Instead, you will find the 
word McCoy. How McCoy 
became the original appel-
lation of that big city on the 
Grand River is a story worth 

the telling. 
Let’s begin in 1819, when 

Lewis Cass, Michigan territorial 
governor and ex-officio agent for Indian affairs for most of the 
original Northwest Territory, negotiated the Treaty of Saginaw. 
There he bullied 114 Chippewa so-called chiefs into signing 
off on six million acres of prime land for $3,000 in coin and a 
promise of $1,000 a year doled out annually. To celebrate, he 
knocked open the tops of five barrels of raw liquor, anathema to 
the native Americans who were rendered mad by the fiery liquid 
unknown to their cultures prior to introduction by Europeans. 
Yet, having once tasted “white man’s milk,” they craved more 
and more, sometimes killing themselves through its effects. 
Louis Campau, a resident fur trader of French descent who 
had been outfoxed by a rival into losing the treaty payment for 
goods he had advanced on credit, got his revenge by ladling out 
the contents of 10 more barrels of the firewater. In the resulting 

Isaac and Christiana 
McCoy were the first 

Baptist missionaries in 
Michigan and ministered to 

the native peoples in Niles and 
Grand Rapids.
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pandemonium, Cass and his party barely escaped massacre. 
Two years later, Cass journeyed to Chicago, where he con-

summated another treaty in which the resident Potawatomi and 
Ottawa had been harangued to sign away more than five-mil-
lion acres of their ancestral domain, practically all of southwest 
Michigan south of the Grand River. In recompense, each of 
the tribes was to be paid $1,000 annually, and another $1,500 
annually was to be appropriated for the succeeding 10 years in 

support of a blacksmith, 
a teacher, an agricultural 
agent, and the purchase of 
cattle and farming tools in 
an effort to acculturate the 
Indians to the white man’s 
ways. The Potawatomi’s 
school was to be located on 
the St. Joseph River and the 
Ottawa’s on the north bank 
of the Grand River.

After eight Ottawa, two 
Chippewa, and 55 Pota-

watomi “chiefs” had signed the treaty, Cass rewarded them with 
seven big barrels of liquor. The Indians got roaring drunk, and 
during the melee seven were stabbed to death.

It’s time to introduce McCoy—that is, the Rev. Isaac Mc-
Coy, into the plot. Born near Uniontown, Pa., in 1784, McCoy 
immigrated to Kentucky with his father six years later. At the 
age of 17 he cast his lot with the Baptist faith and joined the 
Buck Creek Church. Two years later he married Christiana 
Polk, whose mother and several sisters, ironically, had been 

A typical mission school, much like the ones McCoy operated.
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Massie

captured and carried back to Michigan 
during the Revolutionary War by a 
raiding party of Ottawas. In 1804, the 
newlyweds moved to southern Indiana 
Territory where McCoy began preach-
ing in the frontier settlements. Six 
years later he was officially ordained a 
Baptist minister.

Appointed a missionary to the 
Indians in the newly created state of 
Indiana and Illinois Territory in 1817, he 
launched his life’s work. He decided to 
establish a mission at Fort Wayne, but 
the promised financial aid from the Bap-
tist Church failed to materialize, and, by 
the winter of 1821, the McCoy Mission, 
which included 48 Miami Indian pupils, 
was in dire need.

In desperation, McCoy made a 
hazardous horseback trek in the dead of 
winter to Detroit, seeking support from 
Cass. The governor listened to McCoy’s 
story of suffering with sympathy and al-
lotted him some $450 worth of supplies. 
More importantly, the missionary had 
established ongoing rapport with Cass.

On July 16, 1822, the governor 
appointed McCoy teacher to the Pota-
watomi as decreed by the provisions of 
the Chicago Treaty of 1821. Awarded 
an annual salary of $400, McCoy would 

also be responsible for overseeing the 
posts to be established on the St. Joseph 
and Grand rivers.

The following October McCoy led 
a contingent of 21 Miami pupils 
from Fort Wayne to the new 

mission site about one mile west of what 
would become the city of Niles. After 
building six log structures, he returned to 
Fort Wayne for the remaining 32 mem-
bers of the mission and his family. In his 
absence, disaster had struck. An outbreak 
of typhoid fever had killed his 9-year-old 
daughter and several others. John Sears, 

who had been appointed teacher to the 
Ottawa, retreated back east, disheartened, 
never having even visited his projected 
post on the Grand River.

Despite his personal grief (during 
his missionary work 11 of his 14 chil-
dren died) McCoy persevered. He spent 
the winter and spring of 1823 improv-
ing the establishment on the St. Joseph 
River, which he named Carey Mission 
in honor of the Rev. William Carey, a 
celebrated Baptist missionary to India.

William Hypolitus Keating, a mem-
ber of a government expedition en route 
to explore the sources of the Mississippi 

Whiskey was the bane of the fur trade, destroying many a proud warrior.
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River, paid a visit to the Carey Mission 
that year. He noted four student dormi-
tories housing about 50 students, a log 
schoolhouse, and a blacksmith shop. In 
addition to the “three R’s,” boys studied 
agricultural arts and manual trades and 
girls learned spinning, weaving and sew-
ing. The students had cleared, fenced in 
and planted 40 acres of Indian corn.

Nevertheless, the little academy 
had been forced to tighten its collec-
tive belts that spring due to the loss of 
a wagonload of flour from Fort Wayne 
that had upset in fording the Elkhart 
River. What’s more, the students, Keat-
ing learned, had been deprived of milk 
because the cows had gotten into a patch 
of wild onions, and that had ruined the 
taste of the milk for weeks. 

On May 26, 1823, McCoy and a 
French guide named Paget left for an 
exploratory tour to the Grand River to 
begin setting up a similar mission there. 
The five-day trek through the wilderness 
proved arduous, more so because Paget 
got them lost, but, finally, they reached 
the village of Kewikishkun (Long Nose) 
at the junction of the Grand and Flat 
rivers. Charles C. Trowbridge had previ-
ously selected the site for the post at a 
location 30 to 40 miles upstream from 

the Grand Rapids. McCoy borrowed a 
canoe and spent a day vainly searching 
up and down the river for the site that 
had been described to him. 

Returning to Long Nose’s village, 
McCoy found that the Indians had got-
ten hold of some whiskey, the chief was 
absent, and no one else would negotiate 
with him. He later learned that the peo-
ple of this village and several others in-
tended to deny the legality of the chiefs’ 
signing away their ancestral land, and to 
allow McCoy to set up his establishment 
would weaken their appeal (which, of 
course, was ultimately unsuccessful).

McCoy was forced to return to the 
Carey Mission without further negotia-
tions. But he badly needed the increased 
government subsidy that would come 
once the Ottawa mission was estab-
lished. He decided to set up a temporary 
blacksmith shop on the Kalamazoo 
River, hoping its success would convince 
the Ottawa to allow a more permanent 
operation on the Grand River.

His plan worked, and in mid-
November 1824, McCoy, received word 
that Naoqua Keshuch (Noonday), chief 
of an Ottawa village at the rapids of the 
Grand River, urgently wanted him to 
establish a mission there. The mission-

ary traveled to Gun Lake where he found 
Noonday and his family encamped. Mc-
Coy recorded their conversation: “I am 
an Indian,” said Noonday, “nevertheless 
I think of God, and of religion, and had 
we a preacher among us, perhaps I could 
become good.” 

Apprehensive that McCoy might 
break his promises as other white men 
had, the chief had him write the agree-
ment out and sign the document—
whereupon Noonday rose and said: “In 
token of friendship I take hold of your 
hand. I take fast hold of it. God sees 
us take hold of each others’ hands and 
will be witness against him that shall 
deceive.”

Guided by Noonday, the party con-
tinued north. En route, McCoy suffered a 
violent attack of dysentery and remained 
miserable for the remainder of the tour. 
On December 1, 1824, McCoy, though 
scarcely able to walk, with the chief’s 
assistance marked out the site for the 
mission on the west bank of the Grand 
River (currently the approximate site of 
the Gerald R. Ford Museum). He dubbed 
it the Thomas Mission, in honor of Dr. 
John Thomas, one of Carey’s fellow 
preachers in India.

And thus McCoy, through the  
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urgings of Noonday, made the unilateral 
decision to change the site of the Baptist 
mission from that designated some 30 
miles upstream. He soon requested 
Cass to confirm the new location, and 
ultimately Secretary of War John C. Cal-
houn approved it. McCoy’s action would 
prove of paramount significance in the 
subsequent development of the city that 
would evolve into Grand Rapids. 

Throughout 1825 and 1826, Mc-
Coy devoted his efforts toward 
building the mission, school, and 

blacksmith shop at the Thomas Mission 
and to continuing the operations on the 
St. Joseph River. But repeated drunken-
ness and anti-Baptist feelings flared up at 
both missions. In August 1825, the three 
blacksmiths at Thomas barely escaped 
being murdered during one bacchana-
lian revel by barricading themselves in a 
cabin. McCoy came to realize that “the 
devil and whiskey sellers appeared to pull 
down faster than we could build up.”

In November 1826, one such 
whiskey seller, Louis Campau, a trader 
known to the Indians from his shrewd 
dealings as “Wagoosh” (the Fox), shifted 
his operations from the Saginaw Val-
ley to the Grand River. He set up his 
major trading post near the missionary 
structures on the west side of the river. 
The Thomas Station was the site of the 
annual distribution of treaty payments 
to the Ottawa. Campau, who had learned 
an expensive lesson in Saginaw in 1819, 
knew well the importance of being on 
site in order to grab off the gold quickly.

Thanks in part to the liquor made 
accessible by Campau and other traders, 
conditions at Thomas Mission continued 
to deteriorate. In March 1828, McCoy 
found matters “to be retrograding,” and 
the school had shrunk from 21 to 12 
pupils. Discouraged with the situation, 
he began devoting more and more of his 
zeal toward promoting his long cher-
ished dream—removal of the Michigan 
Indians across the Mississippi River, out 
of reach of whiskey peddlers. Although 
he sincerely believed he was doing the 

Massie
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right thing, he inadvertently became 
the architect of the federal policy that 
resulted in the tragic Indian Removal Act 
and subsequent “trail of tears” for the Po-
tawatomi, Cherokee and other tribes.

During the summer of 1828, Mc-
Coy escorted Noonday and a number of 
Potawatomi on a tour to the prairies of 
Kansas. Not until July 1829 did he return 
to Thomas to find “the conditions of the 
station such as to occasion grief” with the 
school closed and the fields uncultivated.

Disgusted, McCoy left the Thomas 
Mission for the last time. In 1830, he 
closed the Carey Mission and led a band 
of refugee Indians to Kansas where he 
established the Shawano Mission. There, 
an associate, Jotham Meeker, established 
the first press in Kansas, ultimately 
printing dozens of titles in Indian hiero-
glyphics and English. McCoy continued 
his mission work until his death in 1846. 
His dying words were: “Tell the brethren, 
never to let the Indian Mission fail.”

Campau stayed at the rapids of the 
Grand River, and for the succeeding half 
century “Uncle Louie” regaled genera-
tions of citizens with tales of his role, 
and, of course, the story grew better and 
more wholesome with each telling. That 
of McCoy was all but forgotten.

In 1926, Grand Rapidians celebrated 
the Campau Centennial, which they 
deemed to be the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of their community. A sou-
venir commemorative coin featured the 
likeness of the trader the Indians called 
“Wagoosh”—the Fox. 

They called Louis Campau “The Fox” 
because he was such a shrewd trader.
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HE PARTNERSHIP that led to 
Kalamazoo’s only independent 
children’s bookstore began in a gro-

cery store. That’s where Nicole Butz and 
Joanna Parzakonis met in 2006, bonding 
over their similarly aged children and 
their shared experience moving to south-
west Michigan from a big urban center. 

As the pair got to know each other, 
they also discovered that they each had a 
vision of opening some kind of business 
in the area. They loved books. They had 
children. Kalamazoo didn’t have a local 
bookstore for kids, the kind of space 
they had come to love in New York City 
and Chicago.

Aha! Bookbug.
By January of 2007, the idea was 

taking shape. Joanna’s husband, Derek 
Molitor, has a graduate degree in litera-
ture, and he quickly fell in love with the 
idea of an independent children’s book-
store, too. The trio became partners and 
launched into a year of planning.

Bookbug Takes Shape. Derek is a 
Kalamazoo native, as is Nicole’s hus-
band, Sean Harris. Moving back gave 
the couples a chance to look at the city 
with fresh, adult eyes.

“The Kalamazoo Promise was 
unveiled just before we moved here,” 
Joanna recalls. “As we got more and 
more involved here, I saw that this is a 
community willing to rally around its 
youth and really invest in the next gen-
eration. It was inspiring to me as we 
thought about starting this business, 
to know Kalamazoo supports young 
people in such amazing ways.” 

As their appreciation for Kalama-
zoo grew, they were also discovering 
the realities of owning a business. Over 
that first year of planning, they worked 
to develop a logo and consulted with 
lawyers about the legal structure of the 
business. They toiled over a business plan 
and a financial prospectus, and tackled 
marketing and advertising. Their kitchens 

became conference rooms, 
and much of the planning and work got 
done after their children were in bed.

“I remember sitting with our ac-
countant, and he was talking with us 

The Bookbug is located in Oakwood Plaza.
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about managing our books,” Nicole says. 
“Joanna and I just looked at him like he 
was speaking a foreign language, it was 
all so new to us! But he gave us a starting 
point, and we’re pretty committed to the 
process. It’s been a big learning curve, 
but we’ve been able to learn and gener-
ally figure things out.”

In addition to learning how to run 
the business, the partners had to decide 
how to stock their shelves. They envi-
sioned a space largely devoid of the com-
mercial characters that assaulted their 
children in so many other places. Books 
about Diego, Elmo and superheroes could 
be found anywhere. Joanna, Nicole and 
Derek hoped to create a bookstore where 
kids could connect with some of the great 
characters in children’s literature, and 
make some inspiring new finds. 

For the youngest set, they had a per-
fect test audience—their own children. 
Joanna and Derek are parents to Nina, 4, 
and Zelda, 2, with a third little Bookbug 
fan expected in April. Butz and her hus-
band have two little ones: Wyatt, 7, and 
Guthrie, 4. They were already book-loving 
families, but their reading picked up even 
more in 2007, with stacks upon stacks 
borrowed each week from the library. 
They watched their children’s reactions 
with a new scrutiny. Which books were 
the most fun the read? What captured 
their imaginations? Which ones did the 
kids beg to have read again and again? 

But Bookbug, of course, was meant 
to appeal to kids of all ages. The trio 
of would-be owners didn’t have much 

experience with the young-adult genre, 
so Joanna took a special interest in read-
ing as many teen and tween books as she 
could get her hands on. In those pages, 
she says, she discovered not just some 
great books for young adults, but some of 
the best literature she’s ever read.

From Vision to Reality. In Febru-
ary 2008, Bookbug debuted in Kalama-
zoo’s Oakwood Plaza. The store quickly 
found a following among area parents 
and grandparents, captivating kids of 
all ages with its crooked little playhouse 
and fun events. 

There are story times several times 
a week, along with a variety of special 
guests. Children gather to hear local per-
formers like singer Bob Wallis and story 
teller Chris Measzros (“Man of 1000 
Voices”). Bookbug has featured chil-
dren’s yoga sessions and ballerina story 
times, along with the real-life “batman,” 
Maartin Vonhof, who brought along a 
critter for the kids to admire. In the sum-
mer months, Dunuya Drum and Dance 
has performed outside on the plaza to 
celebrate various Bookbug milestones.

“Some of our events are very fo-
cused on reading and encourage people 
to buy a specific book,” Joanna says. 
“But others are more focused on simply 
having fun. Not all of our events result 
in direct sales for Bookbug, but we 
hope that they help keep us in people’s 
consciousness, and that the people who 
attend will think of us the next time they 
need a book.”

Opening just as the nation tumbled 
into recession, the Bookbug owners have 
had to pay careful attention to what 
works and what doesn’t, from a business 
perspective. 

“At first we had this pristine vision 
of the inventory, that it would match our 
tastes directly,” Joanna says. “It mostly 
does, but you also learn about what your 
market wants, what kids want to read. 

Bookbug owners Nicole Butz, Joanna Parzakonis and Derek Molitor pose 
with their “staff picks” for purchase by their young clients.

Parents and kids enjoy the music as members 
of Dunuya Drum & Dance perform in the plaza 
during a Bookbug special event.

These “staff picks” are recommended by age 
group. They include: “It’s Useful to Have a 
Duck,” by Isol, ages 0–3; “Bubble Trouble,” by 
Margaret Mahy, ages 4–8; “When You Reach 
Me,” by Rebecca Sead, 9 and up; and “The 
Hunger Games” (series), by Suzanne Collins, 
ages 12 and up.

Ph
ot

o:
 J

es
si

ca
 E

ng
lis

h

Ph
ot

o:
 J

es
si

ca
 E

ng
lis

h

Ph
ot

o:
 J

es
si

ca
 E

ng
lis

h

35W W W . E N C O R E K A L A M A Z O O . C O M



There are some great bestsellers out there, 
and we’ve realized it’s OK for us to buy 
them in big quantities. We initially envi-
sioned ourselves as advocates for lesser-
known artists, and we still are. But we’ve 
also learned how to strike a balance.” 

Two years into their business ven-
ture together, the trio is also learning 
how to better balance work and family. 
Initially, they had thought their kids 
would be at the store a lot, playing and 
working side by side with mom and dad. 
As it turns out, being a business owner 
doesn’t always coincide easily with being 
a parent, at least not in the exact same 
moments. The kids are at Bookbug for 
special events but otherwise are not 
around the store much day-to-day. “At 7, 
we hope Wyatt is getting close to that age 
where he’ll be able to help at the store in 
a more meaningful way,” Nicole says. 

Even though the kids don’t work at 
Bookbug just yet, the store has certainly 

threaded its way into all aspects of their 
lives. Most small business owners can 
empathize with just how all-consuming 
a new venture can become.

“We knew intellectually that the 
work wouldn’t stop when the store 
closed, that there was going to be some 

spillover into our home lives,” reflects 
Derek.  “But I wasn’t expecting quite 
the degree that it runs through our 
daily lives at almost all times. Your life 
becomes Bookbug, which is sometimes 
great, and sometimes a little much.” 

Taking on their first part-time 

Bookbug

Local musician Bob Wallis performs for the children at Bookbug.
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GilmoreKeyboardFestival.org
April  – May , 

employee in 2009 has been a step toward 
achieving more work/life balance for 
Derek, Nicole and Joanna. And they have 
tried to reserve Sundays as family time, 
when the store is closed. The trio is find-
ing that balance, but they acknowledge 
that it can be tricky at times.

“Even when we’re driving to the 
beach for a weekend and think we’re 
going to focus exclusively on family, 
we can get a problematic call from the 
store and have to brainstorm a solution,” 
Joanna says. “When we are out of town, 
I’m often thinking about what bookstore 
we can visit to gather information and 
inspiration. There are very few moments 
in any day that I don’t think in some way 
about Bookbug, but that’s not necessarily 
a negative for me.” 

Building Partnerships. Running an 
independent store in a down economy can 
be a challenge, and the Bookbug owners 

have made a point to reach out to other 
business owners in the area. Just next 
door to Bookbug is The Young Chef’s 
Academy, which caters to a similar audi-
ence. Among other collaborations, the 
two businesses have founded the Cooks 
and Books program, which brings kids in 

for a story and a cooking project. 
“Clearly, there’s a buy-local move-

ment that’s becoming a really strong 
force in our community,” Nicole says. 
“We’ve tried to support that, and we 
want to be a part of it.” 

To that end, the Bookbug owners 

Bookbug co-owner Derek Molitor got into the spirit (and costume) to celebrate the release  
of the movie “Where the Wild Things Are.”
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helped found Indie Kids Kalamazoo, a 
coalition of local, independent business-
es that focus on children and families. 
Their partner businesses include an art 
store, shoe store, cycle shop and food 
stores. In late 2008, the group launched 
a “passport” that gave discounts for 
shopping locally and a $5 reward when 
customers had shopped from at least 
five businesses on the list. Although the 
passport might need some fine tuning, 
Joanna says, they’re looking forward to 
more partnerships with the businesses in 
the Indie Kids coalition. 

In addition to local businesses, 
Bookbug has found partners in area 
schools as well. The store’s weekend 
“book fairs” allow parents and stu-
dents to come in and buy books, with a 
percentage of their purchase supporting 
their school. Some teachers also cre-
ate a “wish list” at Bookbug, so parents 
and other supporters can stop in to buy 
books for the classroom.

The Future of Books in a Digital 

Age. It’s hard to talk about Bookbug’s 
future without touching on the growth 
of digital readers like Amazon’s Kindle. 
With more people downloading e-books, 
and young people on the leading edge of 
that revolution, will there be a long-term 
place for a bricks-and-mortar children’s 
bookstore in Kalamazoo? 

Nicole, Joanna and Derek believe 
there will be.

“We’re thinking about the ways kids 
and adults will be reading books in the 
future, and we want to support that while 
still connecting them to a sense of place 
and a vision of community,” says Joanna. 
“Eventually, we might offer an online store 
with e-versions of books, if the market 
demands. The e-reader is in such a state of 
evolution that it’s hard to speak exactly to 
what our place within that will be.

“Speaking to art in the most general 
way, nobody as a parent or a person 
wants to be experiencing art alone, solely 
with a computer. One of the great things 
about reading a book is being able to 
share it, and independent bookstores like 
ours will always be a part of that experi-
ence of sharing.”

Despite the trend toward e-readers, 
and despite the challenges of the Michigan 
economy, Bookbug is doing well. Atten-
dance is up at their in-store events, and 
sales for 2009 exceeded the year before. 

“We’re really grateful to our custom-
ers for supporting us as we grow and for 
placing value on what we do at Book-
bug,” Joanna says. “I feel like if you feel 
passionately about something, and you’re 
convinced of the need for that service or 
product, you absolutely can make a go of 
it, no matter what the obstacles.” 

Nicole adds with a smile, “Provided 
you’re willing to put in all the hard work.”

Joanna returns the smile, nods and 
agrees, “Provided you’re willing to put in 
all the hard work.” 

Bookbug

Duncan Wallis of Kalamazoo is a fan of Bookbug’s well-researched young-adult collection.
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(269) 387-2300   |   (800) 228-9858
www.MILLERAUDITORIUM.com

The charming, witty and always entertaining writer, humorist and speaker Garrison Keillor 

is probably best known for his widely popular radio show A Prairie Home Companion. The 

show attracts more than two million listeners on more than 450 NPR stations weekly. Keillor 

is also the host of the daily radio and online program, The Writer’s Almanac, and a best-

selling author of many books, including Lake Wobegon Days, Love Me and Homegrown 

Democrat. True to his radio form, Garrison Keillor shares hilarious anecdotes about growing 

up in the American Midwest, the people of Lake Wobegon and “late-life fatherhood.” With 

a wonderful, dry sense of humor, he captivates audiences and delivers with class, charisma 

and wisdom and remains one of the most popular American storytellers of all time.

Wednesday, April 14
@  7:30 p.m.

Garrison
Keillor



T A TURNING POINT IN HER LIFE, Kharen Warfield-
Shelton began a search for a new mission, which 
she calls “very stereotypical and very typical.” Now, 

going on three years later, it’s clear she found her passion as 
the owner of the Young Chefs Academy (YCA), a franchise 
company that offers a wide range of cooking classes for all 
ages, from “kindercooks” to adults.

The goal of YCA is to teach children to cook in a safe 
setting that encourages discovery and creativity. Nutrition, 
cleanliness, and etiquette are taught alongside cooking 
skills, and fun is a big part of the experience. According 
to Kharen, kids can come away from cooking classes with 
some surprising life lessons as well, including career ideas 
and a sense of accomplishment.

Sitting on a tall stool at a stainless steel table in her 
colorful kitchen/classroom, Kharen bursts with enthusiasm 
for YCA and how she arrived at her current position. She 
says, “I just think my whole journey, my whole life history 
has kind of led up to this moment. I really feel like it’s a 
culmination of many interests that I’ve had.” Though she 

doesn’t have a background in cooking, she enjoys working 
with children and wanted to do something to raise their 
awareness of food’s effects on health. She adds, “And of 
course, I do love to eat; I cannot tell a lie.”

Both of Kharen’s parents are educators. “It’s very natu-
ral, in my blood to be a teacher,” she says. Her father, Charles 
Warfield, has been an Associate Professor of Educational  
Leadership at Western Michigan University for 38 years, and 
her mother, Martha Warfield, is an educator and licensed 
psychologist who is now the Associate Vice President for 
Diversity and Inclusion at WMU.  Her parents have been 
a great source of inspiration and encouragement. “I’m just 
really proud of them,” she says, adding, “They’ve been ex-
tremely supportive of me.” 

Kharen grew up attending Kalamazoo Public Schools, 
and after graduating from Kalamazoo Central High School, 
she spent her freshman year at Boston University contemplat-
ing an engineering major. Realizing that wasn’t the right field 
for her, she transferred to Howard University in Washington 
D.C., fulfilling some general education requirements through 

Kharen Warfield-Shelton 
is getting creative with 
cooking, including working 
with the nearby Bookbug 
through “Cooks and Books” 
in which children read  
a story and make a  
related recipe. 

Kharen Warfield-Shelton provides instruction to one of her many classes.
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classes at Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College along the way to a degree in televi-
sion production from Howard.

College taught Kharen that she 
loved big cities and wasn’t interested in a 
low-paying, entry-level, television job in 
a small town. So she returned to school 
to get her master’s degree from Michigan 
State University in telecommunications.

Information technology was an 
up-and-coming field with the emergence 
of large private networks, and Kharen 
moved to Chicago to work for Sears as it 
was launching the Discover Card and set-
ting up a network throughout its stores. 

Her corporate career path took her 
into other areas of telecommunications 
and several different companies. First 
she applied for and won a Walter Cates 
Fellowship, which provided opportuni-

ties for minorities to break into the cable 
industry. The fellowship provided her 
with introductions to cable executives, 
which eventually resulted in a job with 
Turner Broadcasting in Atlanta.

Her employer’s name was oddly ap-
propriate, because her priorities started 
to turn while she was at Turner. Though 
Kharen cites this, as well as her other 
corporate jobs, as positive learning ex-
perience, she felt that her job in human 
resources, representing the company’s in-
terests, went against her instincts to help 
individual people. “It’s one of the reasons 
I felt like corporate America wasn’t where 
I wanted to be,” she says.

Her next move was back to the Mid-
west. First she worked for Hermann Miller 
in Grand Rapids, and then she recon-
nected with former Sears colleagues and 

ultimately took a job at IBM, first working 
remotely from Michigan and then moving 
back to Chicago. She was living there when 
the attacks of September 11 occurred, 
after which, “the bottom dropped out of 
the IT market,” she says. There was a lot of 
negativity among her colleagues, and she 
had reached that stereotypical midcareer 
turning point, thinking, “There’s got to be 
more to life than this.”

Kharen asked herself, “What can 
you do to still make a differ-
ence? What can you still do with 

your life to have some value?” She says, 
“I have so many friends and peers who’ve 
come to the same question. How we all 
answer it tends to be different, but I don’t 
think my epiphany was any different 
from anyone else’s.”

(Clockwise from right)
Chef Kharen provides hands-on instruction for her young students.
The Young Chefs Academy promotes itself as “a cooking school for kids 
age 3 to 93.” Here some grown-up kids participate in an adult class that 
was taught by guest-chef Ralph Humes.
Katelyn Martin works closely as an assistant to YCA owner Kharen 
Warfield-Shelton.
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Focusing on her interest in children 
and teaching, she began searching for 
opportunities that would also use the 
skills she’d developed during her corpo-
rate career. She moved back to Kalama-
zoo with her young daughter at about the 
same time, and when a month later The 
Kalamazoo Promise was announced, she 
took it as a good sign. 

Kharen searched the Internet and 
talked to people about business pros-
pects that suited her strengths. When 
she discovered YCA, it seemed to fit 
her combination of skills and interests, 
though she hadn’t been seeking to get 
into the culinary industry particularly. 

She felt she had something to offer 
from her own personal journey with 
weight and learning about good nutrition, 
“which for many of my generation is com-
ing now,” she says. In the 1960s, ready-to-
eat foods were a novelty and very popular 
with families, but there was no informa-
tion about the health risks. Today there is 
much more awareness of how food affects 
health, but Kharen points out how today’s 
busy families struggle to plan nutritious 
meals and to teach their children how 
to make good choices when they’re big 
enough to feed themselves.

“Ninety minutes in someone’s day 
to be focused, attentive, aware, and 
quite frankly, not tired, where they can 
give that child the knowledge that they 
have—to provide that skill is a very rare 
commodity,” she says. 

The Young Chefs Academy offers a 
wide range of classes to help parents in 
this area. These include cooking camps, 
funshops (single-session classes on 
special subjects), and the weekly after-
school Chefs Club (see sidebar). Classes 
are available for all ages, from preschool 
through high school to adulthood, and 
YCA also hosts school field trips, scout 
groups, and birthday parties. Topics vary 
widely, covering seasonal recipes, inter-
national cuisines, local foods and more. 
“There isn’t any kind of class that we 
don’t do or haven’t done,” Kharen says.

When Kharen decided to open her 
own franchise, she chose to locate it in 

the Oakwood Plaza, partially because she 
had fond memories of the neighborhood, 
having attended Oakwood Junior High 
School, but also because it was important 
to her to feel a part of a community. 

She also loves being a part of 
Kalamazoo’s supportive small business 
community and frequently partners with 
other local businesses, such as Young 
Chefs Academy’s next-door neighbor, the 
Bookbug children’s bookstore. Last sum-
mer, the school also provided enrich-
ment services for the Maple Street YMCA 

and the Girl Scouts, and it purchased 
local produce for its summer camp from 
the People’s Food Co-Op.

Kharen says she has a lot of au-
tonomy from the parent company and 
can tailor classes to what will play in 
Kalamazoo. “We can choose recipes and 
themes that we think are appropriate 
for our students,” she says, adding, “the 
kids’ll tell you what they like and what 
they don’t like, and so you can plan from 
there.” She makes substitutions in reci-
pes when she thinks an ingredient might 

Young Chefs

N A SUMMER Saturday a couple of 
years ago, I had a chance to expe-
rience the Young Chefs Academy 

first-hand at a special program for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, which I attended 
with my Little Sister Dyana.

The class was on healthy alterna-
tives to favorite recipes, specifically 
chocolate-chip cookies. Half the group 
made the traditional Tollhouse recipe, 
and the other half used a recipe that 
called for less sugar and fat and some 
whole-wheat flour.

We all washed our hands and 
donned aprons, and Dyana and I sat with 
two other pairs of “sisters” at a table as-
signed to make the healthy recipe. 

Chef Kharen stressed the impor-
tance of having all ingredients and 

tools ready before starting a recipe. 
Everyone got to participate; each kid got 
to measure or stir something, even if it 
meant dividing the measuring of one 
ingredient among two or three chefs.

The lesson covered the less exciting 
but always important part of cooking: 
clean-up. While the cookies baked, the 
kids took the dirty dishes to the sink and 
wiped up the tables. There was still time 
for fun while we waited, so Chef Kharen 
held up unusual kitchen objects for the 
children to identify, such as a whisk, 
rolling pin, and lettuce knife.

After the cookies came out of the 
oven, everyone got to taste one of each. 
I must confess that though the healthier 
cookies were good, Dyana and I agreed 
that the traditional ones tasted better. 

Cookie Confidential by Kit Almy

Classes for “kindercooks” involve a lot of sensory experiences that young children enjoy, such as 
playing in the muffin tins.
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100 West Michigan Avenue

Downtown Kalamazoo
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Face your future
Your facial future should be flawless. At Great Lakes 
Plastic & Hand Surgery we can help ensure this.

Using our Reveal Imager™ computerized complexion 
analysis system, we can identify damage beneath the 
surface of your skin before it becomes visible to the naked 
eye.  Based upon this analysis, our Board Certified Plastic 
Surgeons, Drs. Scott Holley and Raghu Elluru, will develop 
a custom skincare regimen to keep your skin looking young 
and beautiful.

Call today for your personal Reveal Imager™ consultation. 

Body Contouring          Laser Skin Tightening         Botox & Fillers

                Facial Rejuvenation         Breast Enhancement  

 
Battle Creek
269.979.0900
800.321.1165

3600 Capital Ave. SW, Suite 205
Battle Creek, MI 49015

Kalamazoo/Portage
269.329.2900
800.273.3990

7971 Moorsbridge Road
Portage, MI 49024

be too “far out” for her young chefs. “But 
I always say, ‘just taste it and try it. You 
don’t have to eat it all,’” she says.

YCA employs various ways to “hook 
’em and reel ’em in,” Kharen says, such as 
tie-ins with movies like “Cloudy With a 
Chance of Meatballs” and “Ratatouille.” 
With the Bookbug, the school put on 
a program called “Cooks and Books” 
where children read a story and make a 
related recipe. 

Classes are packed with trivia 
and games, like “guess the uten-
sil,” and Kharen and her staff 

make an effort to show their enthusiasm 
in order to connect with the kids. “Kids 
kind of operate up here somewhere (at) a 
frequency that’s a little faster than most 
of us,” she says. “And if you can’t tap into 
that, you’re not doing something right.”

YCA appears to be doing it right. 
“If I had a penny for every person that’s 
told me how much their granddaughter, 
daughter, grandson, son loves to cook, I 
would be rich,” Kharen says. While that 
is not the case, she is enriched by the 
experience of teaching kids, the satisfac-
tion of their enjoyment, and the feeling 
that she’s doing the right thing. “Espe-
cially when I hear kids say, ‘It’s the best 
birthday I ever had,’ or ‘I love you, Chef 
Kharen,’” she says.

And then there are the little victo-
ries, like when a picky eater discovers 
something new. Kharen relates a story 
that happened during a French camp 
in her first year. A mother pulled her 
aside and said, “My child does not eat 
anything green … but I’m trying this 
because you’re my last hope.”

Kharen laughs as she recalls think-
ing, “thanks for the pressure,” but the 
class made haricots verts, and, in the 
end, the child ate green beans for the 
first time. Kharen says the mother teared 
up. “I was brand new to the business, 
and I didn’t know what to do,” she 
recalls. “So we just kind of sat there and 
hugged each other for a minute.”

She feels especially gratified to be 
able to reach out to students who might 
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372-3400 www.devisserlandscape.com

Three Generations Serving Kalamazoo

not otherwise have the opportunity to 
take cooking classes. This has come 
about through a Kellogg Foundation 
grant, provided jointly to YCA and the 
Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service 
Agency (KRESA), to cover tuition for 
children who otherwise couldn’t afford 
to attend camps and classes. 

Kharen believes the childhood 
obesity epidemic in this country is largely 
due to financial issues, and says the grant 
enables them to “help students, number 
one, who may not have access to such a 
business, and more importantly to reach 
out to those students who are impacted by 
the maladies of our day, (which are) based 
on how we all live.” She says families with 

a limited income may not be able to afford 
more expensive fresh foods and often 
have limited transportation and, there-
fore, few shopping options. 

But with a little knowledge, she says, 
kids can learn how to cook healthier 
foods from scratch, for very little money. 
For example, she teaches them how to 
make their own spaghetti, using just an 
egg, flour and water. “And if that’s all you 
have in the refrigerator because you’re a 
latchkey kid and you really shouldn’t be 
going to the store by yourself, you can 
make your own pasta. And you don’t need 
anything except know-how to boil water 
safely, and you can do this with a rolling 
pin and your hands,” she explains.

YCA also used some grant funds to 
offer culinary arts classes to alter-
native education students last year, 

and due to her work with KRESA, Kharen 
was asked to teach culinary arts for the 
agency’s Education for Employment 
(EFE) program this year. “I’ve just been 
really fortunate that they had heard of 
and thought highly of what we did here. 
They asked me to be their instructor, and, 

Young Chefs

T THE YOUNG CHEFS Academy 
(YCA), the program closest to 
owner Kharen Warfield-Shelton’s 

heart is the Chefs Club, an after-school 
cooking club with separate sessions for 
Junior Chefs (ages 6–10) and Senior 
Chefs (ages 11–16). 

The club meets once a week for 90 
minutes, focusing on a different theme 
each month, so the chefs get to explore 
all aspects of cooking. “It really is where 
the learning goes down,” Kharen says. 
“In a month’s time, they’re going to cre-
ate anywhere from 12 to 14 recipes.”

The program has a set curriculum 
that touches on multiple academic dis-
ciplines, including science, language, 
social studies, and math. For example, 
“Almost every class, we’re doing some 
sort of fractions,” Kharen explains. 
Kids also learn about appliances and 
tools, the history and uses of unfamil-
iar ingredients, and the prep work re-
quired before starting to cook. The club 
is fun and competitive, with games and 
tests for which kids can win prizes. 

What sets the Chefs Club apart from 
YCA’s other programs is the ability to 
focus on cooking in-depth. Just as musi-
cians and athletes practice their talents, 
the practice of making several recipes 
every week is what turns kids into chefs. 

Every kid experiments with 
outlandish food combinations at home, 
but, “once they’re here they start learn-
ing the flavor palettes, what flavors go 
together; they start understanding pro-
portions; they start understanding the 

After-school Club Creates     R

A group of summer-camp participants and their chef instructor show off their creation.
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of course, I jumped at it,” she says.
Students must apply or be nominated 

by a counselor to get accepted into the 
program. The class is held daily through-
out the school year in the life-skills 
classrooms at the Maple Street Magnet 
School, with a smaller group of alterna-
tive education students meeting at YCA. 
“(It’s) been really nice to offer that to the 
students who already are facing adult life 

science of baking—intuitively—because 
we stress the factual side,” Kharen says. 
“They start becoming the chefs because 
they are putting their own creativity on 
the recipe after a while.” Students will 
suggest substitutions based on their own 
tastes, she says, “and the recipes are no 
longer these standardized things; they 
become something of their own making.”

The young chefs come away with a 
sense of pride for their creations. “Most 
kids are going to feel somewhat empow-
ered doing it, and that is good because 
then they feel involved. They’re engaged, 
and they want to participate; they want to 
contribute; they want to win,” Kharen says.

 “This is the heart and soul of what 
this franchise can deliver,” she says, but 
unfortunately, the level of participation 
is not where she’d like it to be. Though 
each class can accommodate 20 students, 
having even half that many is rare. Ten 
students seems to be the magic number 
to guarantee at least one person will be 
hooked. “If I have a class that’s over 10 
kids, I can guarantee that one of those 
kids will be back,” she says.

Though Kharen believes the com-
munity is supportive of what YCA offers, 
she thinks that children just have so 
many other scheduled activities that 
they have to make choices. But for some 
of them, cooking may be their place to 
shine. “Not every child wants to be the 
soccer star,” she says. “They may be gift-
ed in something else, and when they find 
it, they’re just as gung ho. Those that do 
find their outlet—they’re all in.” 

s     Real Chefs 
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situations,” she says of the alternative 
education students, adding that the rigor-
ous class is intended to educate all of the 
EFE students about a possible career path.

Some of the students are already 
knowledgeable, self-taught cooks. 
But other than working in a fast-food 
franchise, none have any professional 
cooking experience. “To actually be able 
to be chefs, creating everything from A 
to Z, from scratch, was still a brand-new 
experience for all of them,” Kharen says.

The program teaches all aspects of 
a culinary career, not just how to cook. 
For example, students have been study-
ing chemistry as well as health and food 
safety, and they ran a Halloween bake 
sale that involved planning, marketing, 
sales, and other skills. 

Drawing from her background in 
television production, Kharen warns her 
students that the way chefs are portrayed 
on reality TV shows is not realistic. She 

says she’s a big fan of “Top Chef,” but 
adds, “I also think that’s a big disservice 
for them to think that’s (the) real world, 
and that (chefs’) lives are that glamorous 
and that having these temper tantrums 
on TV really translate into successful 
careers,” she says. “Fifteen minutes of 
fame does not equal the sacrifice that is 

really required to seek out that kind of 
work and to be successful in it.”

She also points out that TV is just a 
tiny side of the food-service industry and 
urges kids to be open minded. “There are 
all kinds of opportunities … that could 
range beyond anything that you’re current-
ly training about,” she tells her students.

Kharen also encourages her own 
11-year-old daughter to help her develop 
her talents. Her daughter loves to cook, 
and spent several weeks in camp last 
summer. “She thinks she’s an assistant 
chef instructor,” Kharen says, “so I give 

Young Chefs

This camp participant demonstrates how to 
safely grill food outdoors. His hamburger will 
go well with his personally made bun and 
barbeque sauce.

Boys attending the “Boys Can Cook and Bake” camp make hamburger buns.
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her a lot of responsibilities and really try 
to nurture her leadership abilities. And 
she’s kind of a natural. I’m very proud 
of her. I think she really has some gifts, 
and I do like what any parent would do 
and just try to continue to support it in a 
positive way,” she says.

For herself, Kharen would like to 
attend culinary school someday, not be-
cause she wants to be a chef but because 
she thinks it would be fun. “I kind of feel 
like I know it, so now I want to experi-
ence it,” she says.

For now, she just wants YCA to be 
successful and hopes more people will 
try it out. Kharen says, “We’re still new; 
people still don’t understand how we do 
it. (They say), ‘How do you cook with 
all those kids? How do you do that?’ …  
And so we’re still a mystery, and so you 
have to say, ‘Well it’s easy; let me show 
you,’ and then people get it.”

Kharen says she enjoys running the 
Young Chefs Academy, but adds, “It’s 
been more work than I ever thought.” 
Feeling she’s doing something important 
keeps the challenges in perspective, 
and she’s glad she went in search for her 
passion. “I feel fortunate to have found 
something at the end of that process that 
I feel has been very rewarding.” 

47W W W . E N C O R E K A L A M A Z O O . C O M



TEVE BORCHERT IS AMONG THOSE who are 
justifiably proud to have visited all 50 states, but 
soon Steve will be able to make another claim as 

well. In April, this Portage resident will become one of only 
339 men and 138 women to run a marathon in all 50 states.

Throughout his journey of, literally, more than 7 mil-
lion steps, he has done so with the persistence of a well-
rounded tourist.

“Many of the races are destination marathons,” Steve 
says. “I go with the intention of sightseeing rather than 
just to run.” He credits this desire to his parents, Willard 
and Beatrice, who are also among those Americans who 
have visited every state. And prior to his mother’s passing 
in 2005 and his father’s subsequent move to an assisted-
living facility, Steve took his parents with him to many 
marathon cities. 

The locations for some races were near places Steve and/
or his parents had cherished before. After the 2004 mara-
thon in Casper, Wyo., for example, they drove to the Grand 
Tetons and Yellowstone. “My parents had seen the effects of 
the big fire in the Grand Tetons in 1988, and when we went 
back, they saw burned places now rich with trees,” he says. 
“In Yellowstone, they noticed how an earthquake in Alaska 
in 2002 had affected the timing of the geysers.” 

The appeal to these destination marathons is enhanced 
by enticing names: Mayor’s Midnight Sun in Anchorage, 
Alaska; American Discovery Trail in Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; Big Island International in Hilo, Hawaii; Great Potato 
in Boise, Idaho; Wineglass in Corning, N.Y.; Longest Day in 
Brookings, S.D. 

Others, termed “rock ‘n’ roll marathons,” feature music 
from live bands along the race route that play songs such as 
the “Theme From Rocky” or “Chariots of Fire.” Steve has 
run these in Nashville, Tenn., which featured country-and-
western tunes, and Phoenix, Ariz. 

Other races offer appealing routes or finish lines. The 
Sunburst Marathon in South Bend, Ind., starts outside the 
College Football Hall of Fame, courses along city streets 
and the St. Joseph River, and finishes at the 50-yard line 
inside Notre Dame Stadium. Similarly, the marathon at 
Marshall University in Huntington, W. Va., pays tribute 
to the institution’s football team, killed in a plane crash 

The neatly organized albums Steve Borchert keeps 
tell the story of his marathon races and related travel. 

By Robert M. Weir
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in 1970. There, the finish line is also 
in the stadium, where runners are 
handed a football to carry as they 
cross the finish line. 

Steve finds some locations 
appealing simply because of the 
benefits of off-season hotel rates and 
short lines, such as those at Walt 
Disney World when he ran there on 
January 6, 2002. “The temperatures 
for marathoners are not the best 
temperatures for tourists,” Steve 
notes, adding that he also missed 
seeing the huge Komodo dragon liz-
ards in Disney’s Animal Kingdom 
because the outdoor temperatures 
were not suitable for them, either. 

Steve admits that while his 
commitment to run a marathon in 
all 50 states is firm, his approach 
has been diluted by age and infre-
quency. While some marathoners 
run as many as 20 or 30 races a year, Steve runs many fewer 
than that annually. And he was not a youth when he started. 

In fact, when Steve received his doctorate in chemistry 
from Harvard and joined The Upjohn Company in 1977 at 
the age of 27, he was in only “OK physical shape.” Running 
on a short-loop track at his apartment complex, he quickly 
became winded. So, he resorted to a jog-walk-jog-walk work-
out, slowly building strength and 
endurance to run a mile, and then 
farther. 

He met marathoners who 
encouraged him to run the Scotty 
Hanlon Bluewater in Port Huron, 
Mich., which he did on September 4, 
1982, with a time of 3:06:07—and no 
intention of ever running another. 

But in 1990, the renowned 
Boston Marathon lowered 
its entry requirements from 

two hours and 50 minutes to three 
hours and 20 minutes for men in 
the 40 to 45 age bracket, and Steve, 
at age 42, decided to give it a try. 
Thus motivated and a decade after 
his first marathon, Steve again ran 
the Scotty Hanlon, one of the approved qualifying races, 
in a time of 3:17:22. “I barely made it,” he says, noting with 
satisfaction that some amateurs try several times before 
qualifying. He says the course (flat) and favorable weather 

(cool with no wind and no rain) 
contributed to his success. 

When Steve ran the Boston on 
April 19, 1993, he was among 8,930 
runners, a 33 percent increase over 
the number of entrants typical of 
the 1980s; his finishing time for his 
third marathon was a respectable 
3:29:00. 

In October 1998, Steve finished 
a marathon in his 10th state, which 
allowed him to join the 50 States 
Marathon Club, a U.S.-based orga-
nization with over 2,000 members. 

Steve recalls speculating on at-
taining the holy grail of 50 states, 
finding his chances slim because 
he had been running only two  
per year.

But even after Steve upped his 
commitment to four marathons 
per year in 1999, he did not reach 

the half-way point of 25 states until the Great Potato in Boise 
in 2002. He has maintained that rate of four per year since, 
except in 2005 when his mother passed away, and again, in 
2009 when he experienced debilitating knee pain. He ran 
only two in each of those years.

Any attempt to run more frequently is also restricted by 
the fact that marathons are scheduled to mesh with cooler 

temperatures typical of spring and 
fall. “Most organizers try for an 
average temperature of 50 to 60 
degrees,” Steve says. “Times drop 
off when temperatures reach above 
60 degrees because the body diverts 
blood flow from performance to 
cooling.” 

Of course, Mother Nature 
doesn’t always cooperate either, 
as evidenced by the Mid-South 
Marathon in Wynne, Ark., which 
Steve ran on November 1, 2003. 
“We started the race in the shade 
and were sweating. We went by a 
golf course and people were golfing 
in shorts,” says Steve, who ran a 
relatively slow 3:55:09 in 80-degree 
temperatures that day, but at least 

he finished. “Some people struggled,” he elaborates. “At 
mile 21, I saw someone weaving, which usually means their 
central nervous system isn’t getting the right message. It’s 
hard to convince someone to stop, so, at the next aid station, 

The clock at the finish line of the Quad Cities Marathon in 
Moline, Ill., shows Steve crossing the line at 3:36:32. This 
“clock time” shows when the first runners started the race. 
A computer chip embedded in his shoe determines the time 
he started and finished, creating what is called a “chip 
time,” which is accurate for each individual runner’s start 
and finish. In Moline, Steve’s chip time was 3:35:16.

This is the race bib that Steve Borchert wore when he ran 
and finished his 49th marathon, the Salt Lake City Marathon 
on April 18, 2009. At age 59, he ran the course in 3:51:35.
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Borchert

I encouraged a volunteer to go back and 
pick him up.”

In marathons, faster runners con-
vene near the starting line and start first, 
while slower runners are supposed to 
group in roped staging areas according 
to their predicted pace per mile. Even so, 
some runners overrate themselves and 
create situations where faster runners 
must swerve around them. 

That happened to Steve in the Nokia 
Sugar Bowl Mardi Gras marathon in New 
Orleans on February 27, 2005, where 
runners encountered water puddles 
from an overnight downpour. “You don’t 
want to get your feet wet,” Steve advises, 
but he did. “Sure enough, I stepped in 
a puddle that I didn’t see because I was 
trying to pass somebody.” Then, philo-
sophically, he adds, “That’s part of the 
learning. The more races you run, the 
more you learn.” 

In addition to race organizers, Steve 
praises police officers, medical person-
nel, and numerous volunteers who hand 
out water and sports drinks at aid sta-
tions along the way. Steve’s protocol is to 
accept a six-ounce paper cup of beverage, 
walk and drink it, and then toss the cup 
into a trash receptacle a few yards down 
the course. Sometimes, he takes off his 
cap and pours water on his head. 

Over the years as a runner and 
through his career at The 
Upjohn Company and then 

Pharmacia and Pfizer, Steve has become 
a student of the body. He notes that 

marathon runners have a lower resting 
heart rate, a greater number of glycogen 
(sugar energy) units stored within their 
muscles, and a body that uses oxygen 
more efficiently than do sedentary indi-
viduals. 

He has read and recommends “The 
Lore of Running,” by marathon-runner 
Tim Noakes, M.D., and similar source 
materials. “There’s a lot written about 
running because we’re pushing the 
envelope of endurance,” Steve says. He 
sees distance running as a duel between 
the body’s central nervous system, 
which warns the brain of danger from 
exhaustion, and free will or the desire 
to do more.

But, of course, getting one’s free will 
to cooperate can also be a challenge. 

“The toughest thing about running is 
choosing to actually do the workout,” 
Steve says. This is especially true in 
winter when the house is cold, the 
temperature outside is freezing, and the 
body would rather nestle in a warm bed. 
Steve admits, “There are times when I 
don’t feel my best, so I ask myself: Is this 
a comfort thing or a health issue?” Steve 
answers by forcing himself out of bed 
and running a short distance. If he feels 
OK, he continues on.

Typically, Steve gets up at four a.m. 
and is outside by four-thirty—year 
round. “Most marathons start at sun-
rise,” he explains, “so part of training is 
to get up two or three hours before the 
start time.” 

His weekly routine features a long 
run of 17 to 25 miles on one day, fol-
lowed by 12-mile runs on each of the 
following two days. On the next day, he 
runs a total of 10 miles: one at a slow 
pace, six at race pace, then up hills for 
two miles, and one more mile at a slow, 
cool-down pace. He runs eight miles on 
each of the next two days, then rounds 
out the week with a day of rest, which he 
cites as necessary in order to get as much 
as possible out of the long run on the 
following day. 

Because people are interested in 
Steve’s passion for running, he sends let-

Willard and Beatrice Borchert joined son Steve on an Alaskan cruise in conjunction with Steve’s par-
ticipation in the Mayor’s Midnight Sun Marathon in Anchorage.
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The Marathon 
Distance

The 1896 Olympic marathon 
distance of 24.8 miles was based 
on the distance run, according to 
famous Greek legend, in which 
the Greek foot-soldier Pheidip-
pides was sent from the plains of 
Marathon to Athens with the news 
of the astounding victory over a 
superior Persian army. Exhausted 
as he approached the leaders of the 
City of Athens, he staggered and 
gasped, “Rejoice! We Conquer!” 
and then collapsed.

The marathon distance was 
later changed as a result of the 
1908 Olympic Games in London. 
That year, King Edward VII and 
Queen Alexandria wanted the 
marathon race to begin at Wind-
sor Castle outside the city so that 
the Royal family could view the 
start. The distance between the 
castle and the Olympic Stadium in 
London proved to be 26 miles. Or-
ganizers added extra yards to the 
finish around a track, 385 to be ex-
act, so the runners would finish in 
front of the king and queen’s royal 
box. Every Olympic marathon run 
since the 1908 Games has been a 
distance of 26 miles, 385 yards. 

ters to family and friends after each race. 
He writes about what happened, the 
weather, and the conditions. He includes 
information related to hydration, long-
distance running, and tips from his own 
experience and that of others. “There 
are a lot of good books on running, and 
that’s the first place to look for informa-
tion,” he states, “but it helps to know 
someone who’s been through it to get a 
first-hand feel.” 

Steve’s tips include taking short 
steps rather than long strides. “Watch 
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Borchert

marathon runners and you see that their 
feet don’t get far above the ground,” he 
notes. “You want 180 to 200 steps per 
minute—three per second.” 

He observes the benefit of strong 
core and upper body muscles to improve 
biomechanics. “You want your arms 
parallel to the ground and swinging for 
momentum, not hanging at your side. If 
your abdominal muscles are weak, that 
will affect your form. And any time you 
screw up your form, it slows you down 
and increases your chance of injury,”  
he says.

Of performance, Steve observes 
that he competes more against 
himself than others. “At my 

level,” he says, “I like to do as well as I 
can.” Interestingly, that means running 
the second half of a race about the same 
pace as the first half. “To do that,” he 
states, “I have to hold myself back and 

go slower initially,” which is a challenge 
when well rested and being passed by 
others. But the payoff for discipline is 
tremendous. “Every five to 10 seconds 
per mile too fast initially usually means 
one to two minutes slower per mile  
later on.”

Steve’s last two marathons were 

in Salt Lake City, Utah, his 49th state, 
on April 18, 2009, and the Cellcom in 
Green Bay, Wis., his 55th race, on May 
17, 2009, which started near Lambeau 
Field and, for him, included a visit to 
the Packer Hall of Fame.

Then he became hampered by a 
sore knee that hurt so bad he slept 
in a recliner rather than in bed. An 
orthopedic surgeon and an MRI 
revealed a torn meniscus. A neurolo-
gist discovered a bulge in a lumbar 
vertebra. A physical therapist found 
a related malady: left quadriceps that 
were far weaker than the right quads. 
For a while, Steve stopped running 
but started walking when the pain 
subsided. He returned to running in 
November—very carefully—in the 
dark, pre-dawn hours of winter, being 
cautious of his footing as well as traf-
fic. As of late February, he continues 
physical therapy on his own now and 
is close to his pre-injury regimen. 

And he is registered for the Big D 
Texas Marathon in Dallas on April 11. 

tHe continues: “I know medical 
personnel are there to help, but I’m not 
going to put myself in a position where 
there is no safety margin. I’ve seen 
people who should not have run and ei-
ther did damage to themselves or taxed 
the system.” And Steve would not ask 
for special consideration to participate 
as a walker. 

So, “If it doesn’t happen, it doesn’t 
happen. That’s the way it is,” Steve says 

The Marshall University Marathon in Huntington, W. Va., pays tribute to the university’s football team 
that was killed in a plane crash in 1970. Like most of the runners, Steve carries a football as he crosses 
the finish line at the end zone of the football field.
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of the possibility he might never run 
in Texas, that he might run in only 49 
states. But Steve Borchert’s philosophy 
of acceptance embodies his intention 
to uphold the spirit and integrity of 
the sport to which he has devoted so 
much of his life. “St. Thomas Aquinas 
says, ‘The greatest charity one can do 
to another is to lead him to the truth,’” 
he says. “If I am not able to run a 
marathon in Texas due to health issues, 
family matters, or other reasons, I will 
accept the truth that the Lord does 
not want me to complete my 50–state 
marathon goal.”

With values such as these, num-
bers—49 or 50—become mere num-
bers and the journey of more than  
seven million steps becomes an end 
unto itself. 

Members of Steve Borchert’s 1980 Upjohn Co. softball team pose with their trophies. Steve, second from the 
left in front, had completed his doctorate in chemistry from Harvard University a mere three years earlier. 

Fretboard Festival — A celebration of 
Kalamazoo’s legacy of stringed-instrument 
design and manufacture, this free event in-
vites visitors to meet instrument designers, 
hear live performances and attend a variety 
of workshops. Mar. 19–21.
Spring Break Hands-On Happenings — 
A series of sports-related events to keep 
the kids busy. For Your Health, Mar. 29; 
Take It to the Extreme, Mar. 30; Be a Team 
Player, Mar. 31; On My Own, April 1; 
Water Play, April 2. 1–4 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555

Open Cockpit Weekends — Every week-
end in March is an open cockpit weekend; 
with some restrictions, three WWII planes 
will be available for visitors to sit in the 
cockpit and imagine a dogfight in the sky. 
Saturdays and Sundays in March.
Super Science Saturday — Entertain-
ing activities make science, math and the 
laws of nature fun for kids and families, 
especially geared to upper elementary and 
middle school students. Mar. 27.

Nature

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-9211

Turtles — Jim Harding of MSU presents 
a program on Michigan’s turtles and 
world-wide threats. Mar. 22, 7:30 p.m. 
People’s Church, 1758 N. 10th St.

Kellogg Biological Station
671-2510

Birds and Beans — A bird walk for adults 
followed by a sampling of “bird-friendly” 
coffee grown on shaded land that protects 
bird habitat. Mar. 10, 8:30–10 a.m. Bird 
Sanctuary. 12685 E. C Ave., Augusta.
Bluebirds and Build-A-Box — Good 
nesting boxes and placement to attract 
bluebirds and other bird species will be 
discussed. Mar. 13, 1–2:30 p.m. Bird Sanc-
tuary. 12685 E. C Ave., Augusta.

Soaring Birds — Learn about the special 
adaptations that enable some birds to soar 
and find out which soaring birds fly the 
skies of Michigan. Mar. 28, 1–2:30 p.m. 
Bird Sanctuary. 12685 E. C Ave., Augusta.

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Maple Sugar Tours — Learn about maple 
syrup and sugar and how they are made on 
this outdoor, interactive hike for families. 
Mar. 6, 7 & 13, 1 & 3 p.m.
Maple Sugar Festival — Celebrate the 
arrival of spring at this annual festival with 
multiple events that is part of KNC’s 50th 
anniversary celebration. Mar. 20 & 21, 
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Slithering Snakes — Meet the snakes of 
KNC up close and learn about their care. 
Mar. 28, 2 p.m.
Boomers and Beyond: Forest Ecology 
— Decomposers — For ages 55+, take a 
hike to learn about things that decompose 
in the forest. Bring a lunch. Mar. 30, 11 

a.m.–1 p.m. 

(Continued from page 25)
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ongoing now (www.readingtogether.us). 
Author David Guterson appears March 
17 at 7 p.m. at Kalamazoo Central High 
School’s auditorium. 
 While e-books are estimated at 
1.5 percent of the publishing industry 
now, and growing fast, I don’t think 
print will disappear during my career. 
I believe, however, that libraries should 
keep current and offer opportunities for 
patrons to try the new reading technolo-
gies. Consequently, Kalamazoo Public 
Library loans iPod audiobooks, Sony 
Readers, and downloadable ebooks for 
library patrons’ personal computers and 
MP3 players. 
 I’m inclined to agree with Steve 
Haber, president of Sony’s Digital Read-
ing Business, who suggests that digital 
books may simply mean a shift from 
paper, not reading—much like digital 
cameras caused a shift from film, yet 
actually encourage users to take more 
photos than ever before. 

performed in many important venues 
all over the world. Gerstein will be ap-
pearing at Chenery Auditorium during 
the 2010 Festival in solo recital on May 
3, and with the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra on May 8 for the Gala closing 
concert performing both the Tchai-
kovsky 1st Concerto and Gershwin’s 
Rhapsody in Blue. 

This 20-year milestone has prompt-
ed us at The Gilmore to take a look back 
at the Festival’s early years. We’d love 
to hear your experiences from those 
years—give us some anecdotes, some 
memorable Gilmore musical experi-
ences, some details from the storied 
Gilmore past that made an impact on 
you or others. Please send us an e-mail 
at Gilmore@thegilmore.org, or drop us 
a note at The Gilmore, 359 S Kalamazoo 
Mall, Kalamazoo, MI 49007. We’d love 
to hear from you!

And don’t forget to be a part of this 
year’s musical festivities! 

Charles Lindbergh was the litterbug. He was 
on a tour of the United Staes “to encourage 
popular interest in aero nautics,” so said the 
Kalamazoo Gazette. He passed over the city 
on his way from Grand Rapids to Chicago 
and circled the city numerous times, causing 
a large crowd of 400 to gather quickly. When 
above the county building, he threw out a bag 
with a message attached to a long streamer— 
and it landed in a tree. And who else could 
save the day but those with the most courage 
and the tallest ladders. For a short time the 
Kalamazoo airport was actually named 
Lindbergh Field, even though Lindbergh actually only visited 
Kalamazoo once in his life, in 1954.

Information provided by David DeVries, local history/reference 
librarian, Kalamazoo Public Library.

Answer!

A look at Kalamazoo

(question on p. 10)

Charles Lindbergh

Poetry anyone? How about 
shar ing your verse wi th       
Kalamazoo-area readers? 
Please submit a short per-
sonal profile to accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com
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Reading Together

www.readingtogether.us

See a live, on-stage interview 

with David Guterson, author 

of Snow Falling on Cedars. 

We’ll talk about what inspires 

him, how he hopes his stories 

encourage readers to consider 

more deeply who they are.

Meet
David
Guterson

Interview & Book Signing
March 17, 2010, 7 pm
Kalamazoo Central High School

Open seating, no ticket required. Doors open at 6 pm.
Books available for purchase at event.




