
$3 • OCTOBER 2006

A Big Shoulder for 
Bronco Football

Tugboating the 
Great Lakes

Grooming Leaders 
Young and Old

Fighting Crime
with Science

by Bill Krasean



There are distinct advantages to
using Greenleaf Trust to manage your
company’s retirement plan. We deploy the
same disciplined investment process that
has been so effective for high net worth
individuals, foundations and endowment
accounts. We take care of everything for
your 401(k) or other defined contribution
plan, including in-house record keeping
services and government reporting. And
we proactively provide whatever education

or information is necessary for you and
your employees to make informed deci-
sions that will enable them to achieve
financial security for retirement. Always
delivered with the responsiveness and per-
sonalization that has become the hallmark
of everything we do.

To learn more about how Greenleaf
Trust can add value and growth to your
company’s retirement plan, call us or visit
greenleaftrust.com.

Financial Security from Generation to Generation

Dean MacVicar
executive vice president & trust relationship officer

“In managing your retirement fund,
it’s not growth vs. value.

It’s the value we add to growth.”

John Schoolman
vice president & trust relationship officer

100 west michigan avenue, suite 100  kalamazoo, mi 49007  www.greenleaftrust.com  269.388.9800  800.416.4555





xperience the quality of custom cabinetry inspired by today’s lifestyle.
Designed just for you by Kirshman & Associates, a design team you can trust.

• Custom and semi-custom cabinetry.
• Countertops in solid surface, granite, quartz, 

concrete, marble, cultured marble, laminate, & more.
• Bath & Cabinet Hardware — one of the largest 

selections in the area.

❖

Bill Kirshman, CKD

See our showroom in The Shoppes at Parkview Hills

3325 Greenleaf Blvd.   Kalamazoo, MI 49008

Open Monday thru Friday, 9:00 – 5:00 • Saturday and evenings by appointment
(269) 353-1191

View our showroom online at www.kirshman.com

Kitchen & Bath Design Studio

or the ultimate in creative and functional design

Kitchen & Bath Design Studio
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When you’re the owner, a building 
construction project can be 
overwhelming. Trust in your 
Construction Manager 
is critical.

Trust can turn a leap of faith
into a confident decision.

13800 East Michigan Avenue
Galesburg, MI 49053-9658

PH: 269.746.5600

600 Monroe Avenue NW • Suite 104
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-1470
PH: 616.458.5600

www.csmgroup.com • info@csmgroup.com

CSM Group is known for 
professionalism at every level of 
the organization, every step of the way. 
Our proactive approach and established 
processes help ensure that project goals, 
quality standards, and deadlines are met.

It’s why building owners trust CSM Group. 

Publishers promote precision; editors expect exacting execution; 
designers drive for distinction; and printers push for perfection. 

And then there are the times when “it” hap-
pens. “It” is the little gremlin that seems to 
occasionally find a way into a publication, in 
spite of everyone’s best efforts. Our first issue 
of the season was one of those times.

Somehow, late in the process, the Table 
of Contents photo of Michael Werden became 
corrupted. You may not have noticed, but we 
did, within minutes of having the magazine 

delivered — before it had been distributed to anyone. Now what?
First came a lengthy discussion between the publisher and 

editor. Just how bad an error is this? How will the person in the 
photo feel about being “corrupted” in the magazine? What will 
readers think about this error? What are the implications of leav-
ing it versus having all of the magazines reprinted?

When I called Michael Werden to explain and to get his input, 
he couldn’t have been more gracious in his response. He readily 
agreed with our tentative conclusion that it would be a waste of 
natural resources to reprint the magazines, and we hope you agree 
with our decision to save a few trees.

Now, on to October. Being a fan of the television CSI shows, 
I couldn’t resist the opportunity to publish an article about the 
real thing in our community. Hopefully, you won’t be looking for 

“sexy” glamour like on the tube because what we found and what 
you will read about is, instead, a dedicated, down-to-earth group 
of professionals who work extremely hard to ensure they always 
get it right. In Kalamazoo, there is no giant laboratory with wide 
corridors and glass walls accented by colored lights. Here, we have 
laboratories containing plain, gray, counter tops and small rooms 
in a modern facility with realistic, up-to-date equipment — and a 
well-trained staff fighting crime with science.

The other stories in this issue present more examples of the 
unique people in the Kalamazoo area. For instance, did you know 
the Bronco football team has a chaplain? I never gave it a thought 
until a former player called this past summer and told me what 
a lasting impact Pastor Randy Burnett had on his life. And how 
about a guy who bought a beat-up, old tugboat, reconditioned it, 
and then navigated through three of the Great Lakes to bring it 
home? Then, don’t miss the story on the Chamber of Commerce’s 
venerable Judy Moore, whose untiring efforts to develop future 
community leaders has done much to enhance the quality of life in 
the region. Finally, a little more Portage history and a story about 
local poetry make the October issue complete.

I hope you enjoy the issue and don’t find any little gremlins.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe

Rick Briscoe
Publisher
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D ON’T LET YOU R N E ST EGG G ET AWAY F ROM YOU. With so

many complicated factors to consider, it’s easy to allow your nest egg to wander off in the 

wrong direction. That’s why you need the kind of solid, objective advice our financial consultants 

provide. For 118 years, it’s been the best way to keep you and your nest egg together. 

Call us today.
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At the

KALAMAZOO 

CRIME LAB,

the staff is serious about 

collecting and analyzing 

evidence to convict 

criminals.

16
Pastor RANDY BURNETT
 considers it a privilege to be 
the WMU Football Chaplain.

40
RICK BRILL’s first view of his 

future tugboat wasn’t a very 
impressive sight.

50
For over 26 years, JUDY 

MOORE’s name has been
synonymous with success at the

Chamber of Commerce.
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On the cover. Back: Sgt Jim Dunlop, Lab Specialist Gerald Luedecking, Lab 
Technician Tracy Cochran, Lab Specialist Gary Latham, Lab Technician David 
Thomas. Middle: Lt. Marty Johnson, Lab Technician Tyler Fall, Lab Specialist 
Lynette Durbin, Det. Sgt. Karianne Thomas. Front: Lab Technician Tod Neldon.
Cover and Guess Who photography by John Gilroy.
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 T MAY BE MORE than a half-cen-
tury old, but the Kalamazoo Pub-
lic Safety Crime Lab is pure 21st 
century. There are iris scanners to 

limit entry to the lab, “super glue” tanks 
to fi nd hard-to-detect fi ngerprints, and 
fi ve different tests to analyze materials 
for illegal drugs.

“We’re a full-service lab,” said Jerry 
Luedecking, a crime-lab specialist who 
has worked for the lab for 16 years. “The 
Michigan State Police has several crime 
labs around the state, but in our area 
we’re one of the few that offers as many 

services as we do.”
At the base of this “full service” lab 

is one underlying goal: an accurate, sci-
entifi cally based analysis of a crime that 
can lead to a prosecution.

“It’s of critical importance to have a 
local crime lab, especially with the level 
of expertise that we currently have,” said 
Jim Mallery, Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion captain. “That expertise is vital in 
making accurate on-the-spot interpreta-
tions of evidence gathered.”

“What we do,” adds KPSD Detec-
tive Sgt. Karianne Thomas, crime lab 

supervisor, is vital to solving crimes and 
convicting people.”

A joint program of the Kalamazoo 
Department of Public Safety and the 
Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department 
since a 2002 merger, the lab is indeed 
unique for a community this size.

The lab’s nine experts — seven 
from KPSD and three from the Sheriff’s 
Department — are responsible for 
processing crime scenes; photographing 
crime scenes and incidents; analyzing 
and maintaining a huge collection of 
fi lm and digital images, both still and 

 CSI: 
KALAMAZOO By Bill Krasean

I

Crime Lab Technicians 
Tyler Fall and Dave Thomas 
move recently gathered 
bags of evidence from the 
crime lab’s van for intake 
and processing in the lab.

8  E N C O R E  •  O C T O B E R  2 0 0 6



video; processing vehicles; fi nding, 
examining and comparing fi ngerprints; 
collecting trace samples of DNA and 
blood for evidence; investigating ac-
cidents; and analyzing large amounts 
of controlled and illegal substances for 
criminal prosecution.

The lab specialists are also called 
on regularly to serve as expert witnesses 
in trials in district, circuit and federal 
courts.

“Our philosophy is that we can’t be 
wrong,” Luedecking said. “If we testify 
that something is cocaine or metham-

phetamine or heroin or marijuana, we 
are very sure it is. Our tests are very 
time-consuming and we are very de-
tailed about what we do.”

Documentation, in fact, takes up 
about �0 percent of the staff’s time.

A few years ago the lab was moved 
into bigger and newer space on East 
Crosstown Parkway. The Crime Lab is 
staffed by four mobile lab technicians 
and two lab specialists from KDPS. The 
Sheriff’s Department’s three special-
ists are headed by Marty Johnson, the 
county’s lab coordinator.

After the crime lab personnel are 
called to the scene of a crime, it 
may take a day or longer to com-

plete the analysis. Both still and video 
photographs are made of the location 
and items, evidence carefully collected 
and diagrams made to scale of the scene.

“We don’t hurry at the scene,” 
Thomas said. “If we need to keep I-94 
closed for 12 hours we keep I-94 closed 
for 12 hours.”

Once evidence is taken to the lab, 
the lab specialists work closely with 
detectives. Evidence collected provides 

“Our philosophy is that 
we can’t be wrong.”

Lt. Marty Johnson watches the computer monitor for results as Sgt. Jim Dunlop focuses in on a sample of a suspected illegal 
drug. In this case, the sample turns out to be cocaine, and the display on the computer monitor shows the profi le of the drug.

9O C T O B E R  2 0 0 6  •   E N C O R E 



 What forked branch of this tree was believed 
to indicate underground water or minerals by 
bending downward when held over a source?

Answer on page 61.

Out on a Limb

detectives with a trail to follow.
Thomas said the lab, a part of the 

KPSD Criminal Investigations Division, 
devotes the biggest share of its evidence-
collecting time to photographs and 
fi ngerprints. As detective sergeant and 
the lab supervisor, Thomas is an ideal 
liaison between the lab experts who col-
lect the evidence and the detectives who 
use that evidence to pursue suspects. 

Thomas, who was promoted to de-
tective sergeant in March, has been with 
KDPS since 1993. She has served as a pa-

trol offi cer, with the KVET unit, in drug 
enforcement and as a lab technician and 
lab specialist. KVET is the Kalamazoo 
Valley Enforcement Team, a drug unit 

with members from the city of Kalama-
zoo, the Portage Police Department and 
the Sheriff’s Department.

“We’ve never had a lab supervisor 

 What struck Karianne Thomas fi rst was 
the smell: fresh paint. Jerry Lauedecking 
didn’t necessarily notice the odor but, 
looking down, saw that a big section of 
carpeting had recently been removed.

The two Kalamazoo Department 

of Public Safety crime lab experts had 
just entered a Kalamazoo home that 
was linked with a murder investigation 
launched a few days earlier when a young 
man’s body was found in a car that had 
been abandoned in the parking lot of a 
business that was closed for the weekend.

Thomas, a detective sergeant and 
crime lab supervisor, and Luedecking, a 
crime lab specialist, were the fi rst on the 
scene and stood quietly looking around 
the living room for anything unusual or 
suspicious. 

Close by was the Kalamazoo County 
Sheriff’s Sgt. Jim Dunlop, who was there 
to assist.

Members of what some might call 
CSI Kalamazoo, Thomas and Luedecking 

were using unique talents that are based 
in part on intuition, in part on observa-
tion, and purely on science.

Unlike the crime-scene experts on 
the CBS series CSI, however, “we don’t 
interview suspects or knock on doors,” 
Luedecking said. “We collect evidence 
and tell detectives what we think the 
evidence is saying.”

In this particular case the evidence, 
once methodically uncovered, told the 
story of a gruesome and brutal murder in 
a city where murder is not common.

What started the crime lab duo on 
their journey to this house were clues 
found with the body of the young man. 
He had been wrapped in a tarp and 
placed in the abandoned car’s back seat. 
A tow truck had been called to the scene 
early one Monday evening to remove the 
vehicle when the body was discovered. 

Crime lab specialists were called to 
the scene and were quickly aware that an 
approaching rain storm could wash away 
the often miniscule but still critical bits 
of evidence on the car, and it was quickly 
moved to a secure location out of the 
weather.

Before the storm broke, Thomas said, 
Luedecking and Gary Latham, another 
lab technician, scoured the area around 
the car for anything that might be linked 

 Putting Together the Evidence
The crime lab is a crucial link in assembling a chain of evidence that begins at the scene of a crime ...

Specialist Lanette Durbin utilizes the AFIX system to search for a 
match of a fi ngerprint collected at a local crime scene.

Detective Sgt. Karianne Thomas stops at the 
iris scanner to be identifi ed and gain access 
to the crime lab.

CSI: Kalamazoo
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who has done lab work before,” she said. 
“It’s unique in that I have direct knowl-
edge of the work load in the lab and in 
the detective unit and I know what the 
lab can and can’t do.”

Each year the crime lab specialists 
make an average of 2�,000 photographs, 
a task greatly simplifi ed with the intro-
duction several years ago of digital im-
ages that can be stored and categorized 
in computers. Prior to digital photogra-
phy, each roll of fi lm had to be carefully 
developed and prints made.

to the crime.
Thus began yet another investiga-

tion by the crime lab, a joint project of the 
Kalamazoo Public Safety Department and 
the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. The crime lab, which has been in 
existence since the 19�0s, is a crucial link 
in assembling a chain of evidence that 
begins at the scene of a crime and contin-
ues all the way through prosecution and 
— hopefully — conviction. 

“There was no identifi cation on the 
victim,” Thomas said of the young man, 
“and there were no witnesses. It was an 
unknown victim in an unknown vehicle.”

Once the car was safely under cover, 
the team determined that the young man 
had been severely beaten and that the lack 
of any signifi cant blood meant that he had 
been killed elsewhere, wrapped in the 
tarp and the car driven to the parking lot.

They found animal fur on the 
victim’s clothing and he had a distinctive 
scar and a tattoo. There were items of 
food in the car that could be purchased 
only in a few stores in town. Those clues, 
and the vehicle registration number, gave 
detectives leads to pursue.

Luedecking said that the man had 
not been dead for long, and once the 
initial investigation was completed, the 
body was sent to Lansing for an autopsy 
that confi rmed the brutal beating as the 
cause of death.

“The scar and tattoo narrowed the 

11O C T O B E R  2 0 0 6  •   E N C O R E 



“I can show you boxes and boxes of 
negatives we have stored over the years,” 
Thomas said.

The search for fingerprints is an-
other major focus. 

“We ‘lift’ nearly 2,000 fingerprints 
each year,” Thomas said. “Good prints 
are difficult to find, and we don’t get 
a print every time we try. The actual 
total of attempts is two or three times 
the 2,000 or so that we successfully 
identify.”

Fingerprints are considered the 
most significant physical evidence at a 
crime scene. Two types of fingerprints — 
visible and impressions — can be photo-
graphed directly. Impressions, however, 
may show up only under special lights.

A third type, called latent, must be 
made visible using a variety of chemi-
cal techniques. The main component of 
a fingerprint is sweat, which is mostly 
water. Water evaporates quickly, but 
the other components of sweat — pro-
teins, glucose, potassium and other 
substances — remain.

When seeking latent prints, the 
Crime Lab uses a state-of-the-art “super 
glue” method to make prints visible. Lab 
specialists place items to be examined 
in a large, enclosed, glass container and 
use heat and liquid super-glue fumes to 
make latent prints visible.

Luedecking said that the cyanoacry-
late method, as the super-glue technique 
is properly called, creates a reaction that 
changes the chemical constituents of the 
latent prints.

Cyanoacrylate is the primary ingre-
dient in super glue.

Drug tests, too, occupy a significant 
portion of the work. Lab specialists had 
performed more than 1,800 tests by early 
September. 

Gary Latham, one of the lab special-
ists, said they routinely run substances 
through five separate tests to determine 
if they are illegal drugs. “We only need 
very tiny samples,” Latham said. “We 
have a library of substances in our com-
puter that we use to compare with the 
substance we are testing. And once we 

search for an identification, and the  
autopsy fingerprints confirmed it,” 
Thomas said.

Detectives located the owner of the 
car and she proved somewhat cooperative, 
denying any connection to the murder 
but giving the names of others who might 
have access to the vehicle. 

That led to the Kalamazoo home 
where the smell of fresh paint and 
the missing carpet were the first 

in a series of discoveries that ended with 
the conviction and imprisonment of two 
men, one for committing the murder and 
another for helping to hide the body.

Neighbors had told detectives that 
the garage, until recently, had been 
covered with a tarp, and a close look un-
covered small pieces, still nailed in place, 
that proved to be a match for the tarp 
found in the car.

Once Thomas and Luedecking 
were in the house they split up. Thomas 
headed to the basement where the stench 
of feces, animal fur and fleas told her that 
the pet dogs, whose fur was found with 
the body, were not allowed outside. “It 
was stinky and nasty,” she said. “We had 
fleas on us for a long time.”

In the corner Thomas found a “large, 
Rubbermaid-type trunk.” When she 
opened it she found Luedecking’s missing 
piece of carpet. It was soaked with blood. 

“At this point,” Thomas said in mild 
understatement, “we were fairly comfort-
able that we had the right house. Still, we 

Crime Lab Technician Tracy Cochran 
(in uniform) briefs a number of 
detectives on his findings from a 
crime scene.

Crime lab specialist Jerry Luedecking shows 
newly assigned officer Tod Neldon the process 
he used to identify a pair of shoes based on a 
footprint left at a crime scene.

CSI: Kalamazoo

This old Ford Econoline van served the Kalamazoo 
Crime Lab for many years until it was replaced with 
a newer model capable of carrying a much larger 
volume of equipment. 
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ELEGANT UNIQUE CUSTOM KITCHENS

KALAMAZOO CUSTOM KITCHENS

(269) 488-8900
4203 Portage St. 
Kalamazoo, MI
www.kalamazookitchens.com

We Make Kitchens
Exciting.

Everyone’s favorite Paint and Wallpaper Store 
Since 1943.

2 LOCATIONS:

231 W. Cedar St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
344-2860

5024 S. Westnedge Ave.
Portage, MI 49002
343-5529

www.douglasandson.com

had no evidence that put the victim in the 
house.”

Meanwhile, Luedecking had found 
two baseball bats in the kitchen that 
tested positive for blood. “One bat had a 
small chunk of wood missing that was 
similar to a small piece of wood we had 
found with the victim,” he said. “At that 
point I figured that we probably had the 
murder weapon.”

Tests later confirmed that the wood 
found in the tarp matched the bat.

“Once we had the evidence, we be-
gan the methodical process of analyzing 
the scene,” Thomas said. “Animal control 
was called to take the dogs away and pho-
tos were taken of every angle in the scene. 
We made videos and drew diagrams, all 
to prove that the victim had been at the 
scene and that this was the scene of the 
crime.”

There was one puzzle, however. If the 
young man had been brutally beaten with 
a bat, where was the splattered blood?

That’s where clue number one again 
surfaced: The smell of fresh paint, the 
residual scent of a futile attempt to paint 
over the stains.

As any CSI fan knows, however, 
blood is difficult to hide.

“There are several chemical pro-
cesses and some special lights that reveal 
hidden blood,” Thomas said. “We chose 
a process called LCV, for Leuco Crystal 
Violet.”

To the untrained and unaided eye, 
the freshly painted walls appeared clean 
and spot free. Application of the LCV, 

Crime lab specialist Gary Latham looks care-
fully into a microscope to better identify a 
piece of evidence.
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• Landscape Design
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identify a new variation, we add that to 
our library in case we encounter it again.”

The county’s Johnson said that once 
tests are completed, the drugs are taken 
to an undisclosed location and inciner-
ated, in front of three officers, in Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency-approved 
incinerators.

Through all the tests, they never 
lose sight of the goal of an accurate, 
scientifically based analysis.

“We’re the last voice for the victim,” 
Thomas said. “We have to do the very 
best to speak for the victim. One thing 
we try very hard on is to maintain our 
integrity, and we have very strict rules 
and guidelines.”

Luedecking said that there are times 
when information gathered by detectives 
in interviews counters the evidence. Yet 
the crime lab team knows that when 
they do their job right, the evidence 
always wins.

“Witnesses don’t always provide the 
best evidence,” he said. “Different people 
can see the same event and give different 
stories. Does our evidence fit what the 
detectives want? Not always. But we don’t 
allow that to change our conclusions.”

Occasionally, the investigations in-
volve gruesome or emotionally-charged 
crimes.

“We have to be emotionally  
detached,” Luedecking said. “We try very 
hard to be objective. When we arrive at 
a crime scene, we have no preconceived 
clutter. We let the scene tell us what  
happened.”

Yet the crime-lab specialists also 
have to have passion to do the job, which 
Luedecking calls “an on-going work of 
art.” 

“If you have to lay in dog poop with 
fleas all around just to take a photograph 
of a tiny bit of evidence, you have to 
believe in what you do,” he said.

The CID’s Mallery agrees. “It is 
amazing the personal and family sac-
rifices made by the crime lab team,” he 
said. “Over the years I have seen time 
and time again how they are called to 
a homicide at 3 a.m. on a Sunday, a few 
hours before they are going to church 
with their families, and they show up 
with a deep dedication to their job and 
their science.

“In all my years on the force I’ve 
never seen a homicide during regular 
working hours. It’s a real motivation to 
watch them work.”

For Thomas and the others, their job 
is fundamental: to be accurate, objective 
and thorough.

“We have only one chance to get it 
right,” she said. 

Bill Krasean is a retired journalist who 
wrote about science, health and environ-
mental news for the Kalamazooo Gazette 
for nearly 30 years. A native of South 
Bend, Ind., Krasean, 62, has a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism from Michigan State 
University. Since retiring in September 
2005, he has traveled to Italy and to China 
and has dabbled in freelance writing and 
photography.

however, revealed blood splatter and 
streaks where someone had used a cloth 
to try and wipe away the evidence.

A thorough exam using LCV found 
signs of blood on the floor, walls and 
ceiling. At one place the team found 
a bare footprint where someone had 
stepped in a small puddle of blood. 

Thomas said blood was also found 
on the washing machine and on rags 
that had been washed and hung to dry 
outside on a clothesline.

“We could now put together the 
whole scenario,” Thomas said. “The 
victim was beaten to death by the door, 
wrapped in a tarp from the garage, rags 
were used to mop up the blood and they 
washed the rags and painted over the 
stains.”

The team wasn’t done yet, however. 
They literally got down on their hands 
and knees in the living room and found 
and photographed dried blood under 
surfaces where the culprits had not 
thought to clean. It was more evidence 
that could be used for DNA matches.

A search of the garage uncovered a 
bloody shirt and bloodstained pieces of 
upholstery from the furniture.

“We knew it was a homicide scene 
but we still didn’t know who did the mur-
der,” Thomas said. “Our job then was to 
tell the detectives what we found and for 
them to go out and do the interviews.”

Armed with what Luedecking 
described as “overwhelming circum-
stantial evidence,” detectives located and 
interviewed the owner of the house, who 
subsequently confessed. He later pleaded 
guilty to second-degree murder.

A second man, a friend of the mur-
derer, was convicted as an accessory in 
the crime. He helped remove the body 
and with efforts to clean the scene. Both 
remain in prison.

What was their motive? 
“That’s up to the detectives and the 

prosecutor,” Luedecking said.
“The reality is that we don’t get 

wrapped around the ‘why.’ It isn’t that we 
don’t care, but if we look for the why in a 
crime we might lose our objectivity.” 

CSI: Kalamazoo
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HE BRONCOS FELT suddenly 
grim about their chances of hold-
ing on to a 14-10 lead over Toledo 
as the Rockets moved methodi-

cally down the field to what seemed 
would be a certain score. But as the team 
and everyone in Waldo Stadium anx-
iously looked on, Western cornerback 
Londen Fryar intercepted a pass on the 
eight-yard line and ran it back 92 yards 
for a touchdown and the game breaker.

“Praise the Lord!” came the calls 
from the sideline.

OK, only one guy said that — team 
chaplain Randy Burnett — and maybe 
not him, either.

Certainly before that play, as the 
Toledo Rockets threatened to do what 
they’ve done to the Broncos repeatedly 
over the past few years, beat up on them, 
no one could be heard rationalizing that 
it was all “God’s will.”

It’s football, “not a Sunday school 
class,” Burnett explained in his boom-
ing, native Arkansas drawl. Not that the 

TT
distinction needed much explaining.

But the modern-day role of a team 
chaplain at a public university does take 
some explaining, and Burnett is eager to 
talk about his duties as the football chap-
lain at Western Michigan University.

“I’m not here to preach at anybody,” 
Burnett said in an interview a few days 
prior to this season’s home opener. “My 
role is to be a friend … That was my ap-
proach from the beginning. I understood 
that I’m not dealing with a local church. 
I’m dealing with a group of people from 
varied backgrounds. I try to approach 
it from a motivational and encourage-
ment standpoint, not from a theological 
standpoint.”

As a motivator and friend, Burnett 
stands out on the sidelines during the 
game. Physically, he can’t help but stand 
out. At 6 feet 9 inches, the former high-
school and small-college basketball star 
towers above the coaches and players.

“He sticks out like a sore thumb,” 
said Willie Miller, an inside linebacker 
for the Broncos from 2000 to 2004. But it 
was Burnett’s offering of friendship that 
made the chaplain stand tall in Miller’s 
eyes. “He was just always around in his 
presence. He didn’t ever throw religion 
at anybody. He just wanted everyone 
to know how thankful he was to get to 
know us. To me, it just blew me away. 
Here’s a guy who’s part of our team, and 

He shows up at practices, pats 

players on the back and walks 

the sidelines during games. He 

doesn’t feel right about praying 

for victory; instead he prays for 

players to have the strength 

to be their best.

Story and Photos By Tom Chmielewski

Team chaplain Randy Burnett takes a short break while the Bronco football team continues to practice 
on the field below.

Lean on Me
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he treated everyone of us like we were 
superstars.”

Burnett entered his 13th season 
this fall as chaplain of the WMU foot-
ball team. It’s a volunteer position that 
Burnett squeezes in among his regular 
duties as pastor of the 12th Street Baptist 
Church. He admits the position fell into 
his lap.

Burnett had just come to Kalamazoo 
after serving in the ministry for years 
in his home state of Arkansas. Burnett’s 
daughter was playing basketball at the 
time at Portage Northern High School, 
and a couple of her teammates were 
the daughters of the Broncos defensive 
coordinator under then-head-coach Al 

Molde. So at one of the basketball games, 
he went up to the coordinator and asked 
if WMU’s football team had a chaplain.

It did. Otha Gilyard had been the 
chaplain for 19 years, the coordinator 
told Burnett, but added: “He could really 
use some help. Would you be inter-
ested?”

Gilyard called Burnett the next day, 
and they began to share duties. Halfway 
through the season, however, Gilyard 
accepted a pastorship at a church in 
Columbus, Ohio, and all the chaplain 
duties fell on Burnett’s shoulders. For 
Burnett it was a dream come true, or in 
the parlance of his ministry, an answer 
to his prayers.

Burnett admits to having had 
thoughts of going into athletics as a 
career, and his basketball prowess, 
which earned him all-state honors at 
Russellville High School in Arkansas, 
could have taken him to a larger college 
offering him better opportunities to 
advance his career aspirations. But Bur-
nett felt he had a calling to the ministry 
and attended Central Baptist College in 
his home state instead. Not that he left 
athletics behind, starring as an all-con-
ference player on his college basketball 
team.

Arkansas is where he began his 
ministry as well, and where he 
married his wife, Janie, 33 years 

ago. Eventually, the Burnetts and their 
two children, Delana and Joshua, left the 
state in 1992 when Randy took a pastor-
ship in Kalamazoo at 12th Street Baptist 
Church. Burnett sees becoming the team 
chaplain at Western as a way of God 
allowing him to fulfill his desire to be 
involved in athletics while still carrying 
out his true mission in life.

“I consider it a privilege to do what 
I get to do,” he said. And each new coach 
he’s worked under has been eager for 
Burnett to continue.

“He’s a great human being,” said 
current head coach Bill Cubit. “He has 
just an outstanding passion for what he 
does ... We’re happy that his church will 

allow him to have some influence on our 
young people.”

Burnett’s scheduled duties dur-
ing the season are relatively few, and 
strictly voluntary as far as the team is 
concerned. 

“On Friday night, he’ll have a ser-
vice, which is in no way mandatory (for 
team members), or even encouraged,” 
Cubit said. The chapel service is held at 
the hotel where the team is staying that 
night. For home games, the team stays at 
the Radisson. Sometimes around 20-2� 
players show up. As a season progresses, 
attendance could grow to around �� 
percent of the traveling squad. Burnett 
keeps it a nondoctrinal approach.

On game day, Burnett leads the 
Lord’s Prayer in the locker room just 
before the team takes the field, and offers 
a prayer of thanks after the game.

It’s what the chaplain does between 
games, however, and even between sea-
sons, that takes up much of his time and 
shows his true worth to the players and 
the coaches.

“My responsibility is to be available 
to them, to help them with any crisis 
they have in their life, or any need they 
may have in their life.” And for a college 
football player, the crises can be many, 
often self imposed.

“I think the temptations for any 
college student are tremendous in this 
day and age,” Burnett said. “And it’s 
even more so for student athletes. For a 
lot of student athletes, the more they’re 
in the limelight ... as they become start-
ers on the team and get more public-
ity, then other students and people in 
the community want to follow them 
around, look up to them kind of like 
role models or heroes. So the tempta-
tions are tremendously strong. That’s 
where I believe as a football chaplain or 
an athletic chaplain, you build rapport 
with the kids.”

As the students struggle with the 
issues that surround them, particu-
larly the highs and lows of a football 
program, Burnett said a chaplain has 
“an opportunity to direct them to avoid 

Burnett talks with Jordan White, freshman 
from Cleveland, about White’s recent knee sur-
gery. Burnett told White, “You’re going to be a 
stronger athlete because of the adversity you’re 
going through,” and reminded him of several 
other athletes who have had the same surgery. 
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them getting hurt or avoiding damage to 
other people.” To do that, Burnett hangs 
around a lot, showing up at practices, 
patting players on the back, walking 
the sidelines during the games, giving 
encouragements, and consoling players 
when they’re injured.

“Willie’s a prime example of some-
one I just befriended, and I was there 
for him,” he said of Willie Miller. “He 
not only had injuries on his knees, he 
had shoulder injuries. I went down to 
the hospital. I try to do this for all our 
players.”

“I suffered some adversity,” Miller 
said. “I had five surgeries, reconstructive 
surgery on both shoulders, on my knee.” 
For one surgery in 2001, “I had to be at 
the hospital at four in the morning.”

Miller said the nurses had just fin-
ished giving him I.V.s in preparation for 
the surgery when Burnett showed up to 
see him through the surgery. The chap-
lain told him: “I want you to know you 

mean the world to me. I’m proud of you.”
Miller was amazed the chaplain 

came to the hospital without even be-
ing asked. He readily admits Burnett’s 
impact on his life has been strong. Miller 
described Burnett as having a “constant 
compassion” for everyone on the team.

“The people who know Pastor 
Randy have nothing but absolute respect 
for him,” he said. “Whether you’re a part 
of his church or not, if there’s anything 
he can do to help someone out — guys 
looking for a job, guys looking for any 
contact in a new city — he always lets 
the guy know, ‘Hey, you don’t need to 
come to my chapel. I’m just privileged to 
be around you guys.’ This guy is just the 
ultimate resource for the team.”

All of Burnett’s compassion was 
called on last spring as the team went 
through a deep personal crisis. A team 
member had committed suicide.

“The morning after that happened, 
I got a telephone call. It was from some 

Praise the Lord. Well, maybe Randy Burnett 
is just cheering for a successful Bronco point 
after a touchdown.

Burnett
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athletic administrator, making me aware 
of what had occurred and asking if I was 
free to come and just be around,” said 
Burnett.

In a special team meeting to deal 
with the tragedy, “Coach Cubit had it so 
I could address the football team. Other 
counselors were there as well, but coach 
wanted me to talk to the team.”

Later, team members came to Bur-
nett individually to talk to him and be 
consoled.

“There are a lot of questions when 
something like that happens,” Cubit 
said. “As coaches, they hear us a lot. It’s 
just nice to know that he’s there to give 
us a good message to them.”

The coaches know how to handle 
what the players run into on the football 
field. It’s what they face off the field that 
makes Burnett valuable to the team.

 “There are 10� guys here, so there 
are 10� lives. There’s going to be issues 
out there,” Cubit said. “They don’t have 

their pastor from back home, or Mom 
and Dad. He just fills that role. The great 
thing about Randy — it’s so nondenomi-
national. Everybody feels pretty comfort-
able with him.”

It turns out that other chaplains are 
pretty comfortable with Burnett as 
well. While he didn’t quote numbers, 

the pastor said he believes most Division 
I schools have football or general athletic 
chaplains.

“Some of them are full time. Jackie 
Sherrill, coaching Mississippi State, 
hired somebody to be a full-time chap-
lain,” Burnett said. “Most football chap-
lains that I associate with are voluntary.” 

There are enough of them around 
that Burnett has helped organize chap-
lains in the area into a loose athletic 
chaplain association. What began as 
several chaplains for university and a 
few professional teams getting together 
periodically has evolved into regular 

Burnett talks with senior kicker Nate Meyer 
during warm-ups prior to a recent home 
game.
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meetings in a multi-state region.
And the chaplains from different 

teams, even opposing teams, often co-
operate. Once, when the Broncos played 
in Buffalo, Burnett said he asked the 
chaplain from the Buffalo Bills to find a 
professional player on the NFL team to 
come speak to the Broncos during the 
Friday night chapel service.

Burnett said he has often helped ar-
range places for service for visiting teams 
and one time even held a chapel service 
himself for an opposing team. Ball State’s 
chaplain couldn’t make the trip, and 
Burnett couldn’t find another minister in 
time. But after he held the chapel service 
for the Cardinals, Ball State turned 
around and beat the Broncos the next 
day in five overtimes.

“I’m not ever going to do that again,” 
he said with a hearty laugh.

Burnett told the story just before 

team members gathered for the Friday 
night chapel service prior to the Toledo 
game. As promised, during the service, 
Burnett stayed away from doctrinal is-
sues and focused on inspiration fitting 
for a football team. He started off quot-
ing Proverbs: “If thou are faint on the 
day of adversity, thy strength is small.” 
Burnett then went on to tell the story of 
Elijah giving a wuppin’ to the Prophets 
of Ba’al, only to receive a message from 
Jezebel threatening to do to Elijah what 
he did to her prophets. Burnett’s message 
to the team was to stand firm and meet 
the challenge.

The home opener against Toledo 
wasn’t for the fainthearted. The Broncos 
had lost to Indiana a week earlier, but 
this game was the opener in the Mid 
American Conference against a team that 
seemed to own the Broncos for years.

Yet, while he exhorted the team to 

Burnett leads the team in The Lord’s Prayer 
before the Broncos take the field.

Burnett
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S P A   S A L O N

stand up to the challenge, Burnett didn’t 
pray for victory.

“I don’t know if it would be right in 
praying for victory, or that anyone’s right 
in praying for victory, because the other 
team has just as much right to pray for 
that as I do. But I do think we’re in the 
bounds of doing things right when you 
approach it as ‘Help us to do the best we 
can.’ Help us to know that when we leave 
the field, we have given our all.”

Burnett may not be able to pray for 
victory, but there’s nothing that says he 
can’t root for victory. On the night of the 
game, Burnett was there during the pre-
game warm ups, and in the locker room 
as the coaches exhorted their team to 
beat Toledo, in language that was, well, 
fit for a locker room. No one held back 
because a pastor was in the room. He 
was, after all, one of them.

As the minutes counted down to 
game time, the room became very 
quiet, the players sitting there, 

steeling themselves for the challenge 
ahead. One player, the cornerback, Fryar, 
stood before a countdown clock tick-
ing the minutes before game time. For a 
long time, Fryar didn’t move, preparing 
himself for what lay ahead. There was no 
more need for the coaches to tell them 
what the game meant. If there were any 
prayers, they were said in silence.

Finally, Coach Cubit called the team 
together and had them take a knee for a 
few final words. Then the coach called 
on Burnett to give the Lord’s Prayer. The 
scene seemed more bound in tradition 
than religion. With an “amen,” they 
stood and took the field.

In all types of sports, there are 
athletes who readily show their thank-
fulness to God. Yet Burnett doesn’t think 
it’s just athletics that make them want to 
recognize God.

“They may have been raised up like 
that. Their family life may have impacted 
them in that way,” he said. “It comes to 
the forefront in athletics because they’re 
in public view. In athletics, just like it 
is in any other spectrum of life, in the 
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whole broad spectrum in humanity, they 
feel a need to show their gratitude to the 
Father, or express their appreciation to 
God. It’s just as true in the military as it 
is in athletics,” or in any other fields or 
way of life. “We just don’t see it because 
they’re not on television all the time. 
We’re not seeing them play the game.”

At the same time, there was no es-
caping the rowdy behavior and vehement 
language along the sidelines in a hard-
fought game that Western eventually 
won, 24-10. Pastor Burnett didn’t flinch 
from any of it. He cheered as the Broncos 
made good plays, and yowled in dis-
may as referees made bad calls. Burnett 
slapped helmets, shared words of en-
couragement with players, traded jokes 
with assistant coaches, and mingled with 
the raucous milieu of the sidelines.

“When you’re involved in the 
heat of the battle, when you’re on the 
sideline and involved in the game, your 
emotions are high. When everything’s 
going good, and then the bottom’s 
falling out and you get bad calls called 
against you, emo tionally it’s a roller 
coaster on the sidelines for the coaches 
and for the players alike. And again, 
it’s not a Sunday-school class. It’s not a 
place for those who are timid or weak, 
because there are a lot of things said, 
from the players, from the coaches, 
from the spectators in the stands.”

But Burnett understands the same is 
true well beyond a football field.

“That’s just life. That’s who we are. 
We’re not perfect people. Athletes are 
not perfect people. Other citizens are not 
perfect people. Pastors are not perfect 
people. We’re all people, and we all have 
weaknesses. We all have frailties. We all 
have chinks in our armor, and at times, 
those things are seen. Those things are 
noticed. But again, that doesn’t make us 
bad people. It’s just life.”  

Tom Chmielewski is a Kalamazoo-
based freelance writer who has worked 
with regional and national magazines. He 
is also developing multi-media works for 
fiction and nonfiction.

WMU cornerback Londen Fryar stares at a count-
down clock for a long several minutes as it counts 
down to game time. Fryar later intercepted a pass 
and returned it 92 yards for a touchdown that 
turned the game in favor of the Broncos.
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A Woodwind Story That
Includes Memory Lane

KSO’s Frank Silva

Tommy Dorsey. Harry James. Tom-
my Reynolds. Just a few names from the 
Big Band era associated with Kalamazoo 
Symphony Orchestra’s Frank Silva, who 
owns and plays a saxophone that was 
seen and heard back then. Growing up 
in California, he made the purchase in 
the 1980s from saxophonist Tino Isgro, 
who performed with many of the greats.

Described by Silva as having “an 
amazingly rich sound,” the 1931 Selmer 
Super Saxophone was nick-named “Cigar 
Cutter” for its unique, octave-key mecha-
nism with a small hole in the flat plate. 
Silva plays it in orchestral performances 
or capitalizes on its “real jazzy sound” in 
jazz concerts. Missing much of the origi-
nal gold plating, the remaining brass and 
silver supports its charm.

“It’s more difficult to play than a 
modern sax. The flexibility in the sound 
makes it more expressive and worth the 
extra effort,” says Silva. “The keywork 
is bulky and hard to play fast notes, and 
the pitch and intonation are challenging; 
but the modern instrument doesn’t have 
that same mystery of sound.”

Silva, most frequently seen on Mill-
er’s stage with a B-flat or bass clarinet 

clamped to his mouth, plays other wood-
winds — oboe, flute, piccolo, and even 
bassoon. A dramatic story about his be-
ginnings in this pursuit? He chuckles: It 
actually started at his mother’s insistence 
that he play an instrument. She didn’t 
seem supportive of the cymbals — but 
one day he came home from school with 
news that he could play in the band, and 
that two instruments were available to 
him, both clarinets. And that was it.

Although earning an engineering 
degree from UCLA, his experience in 
public-school and college band led to 
a year as UCLA’s drum major. Then an 
engineering career soon metamorphosed 
into a USC clarinet master’s and an 
“all but dissertation” UC Santa Barbara 
doctorate, unfinished because he decided 
not to teach.

Silva’s KSO audition in 2000 won 
him second clarinet (with primary bass-
clarinet duties), and he is also the KSO’s 
personnel manager, in charge of procur-
ing musicians for each concert.

Silva can also repair just about any 
woodwind and “the plumbing” on brass, 
a business he started in California. 
Favorite stories include repairing a high 

schooler’s “L-shaped” flute, finding a roll 
of silver dollars inside a sax, and reviv-
ing instruments damaged by smoke from 
a fire by soaking them in dish soap and 
vinegar.

His own instrument collection is 
vast, with some playable and some for 
restoring, but a favorite is his Kohlert, 
low-pitch, bass clarinet purchased from 
an estate sale. He still plays it, but not in 
performances. 
It needs “a little 
rigging with the 
mouth piece,” 
and its pitch 
sounds best 
with a styro-
foam cup in its 
bell. The plat-
ing is gone from 
the keys, but 
he says it has a 
“beautiful, rich 
sound.” He says 
it needs com-
plete repair and adjustment for modern 
standards, and Frank Silva — engineer 
— sounds like just the guy to make that 
happen.

By Editor Penny Briscoe
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 ave for the wetlands that were not      
   considered worth draining until    
  the advent of the “Celery Dutch,” 

the wood lots necessary for survival in 
an era when all winter heat came from 
wood burning, and a few scattered tracts 
to the south, that part of Portage worth 
cultivating had been transformed into 
tidy farmsteads by 18�0. The federal cen-
sus taker counted 120 families dwelling 
in the township. All were farmers except 
for three blacksmiths, seven carpen-
ters and a bricklayer. Four years later, 
Portage’s population numbered �9�, 
including one “colored” person.

By 1860, the population had jumped 
by 20 percent, reaching 9�4 people. 
One hundred and eighty-seven families 
lived in 18� dwellings. The township 
contained 139 farms for a total of 11,44� 

Following is an 
excerpt from a new 
book by notable 
Michigan historian 
and author Larry 
Massie. Available 
to the public in 
November, it is 
entitled “A Place 
Called Portage: Its 
Past & Present.”

improved acres. Wheat, corn and pota-
toes comprised the leading crops. The 
census taker noted 429 horses, 466 milk 
cows, 882 swine and 4,383 sheep, wool 
being a major cash product. The only 
other industry in the entire township 
was one small, water-powered sawmill 
on Portage Creek.

In 1861, the “irrepressible con-
flict” that had been smoldering since 
the nation was born burst into flames, 
and Americans from the North began 
battling brothers from the South for 
four bloody years of Civil War. Portage, 
always in the forefront of patriotism, 
rushed to join the color. Ezra Carpen-
ter laid down his blacksmith hammer 
and pinned captain’s bars on his blue 
uniform. Corporal Henry Trumbull 
served under him in Company H, 13th 
Michigan Volunteer Infantry. George S. 
Richard preferred going to battle with a 
horse under him and joined Company I 
of the 8th Michigan Cavalry.

More Portage men joined the 19th 

Michigan Infantry, organized in Dowa-
giac in the summer of 1862, than any 
other unit. LeRoy Cahill, who had grown 
up on a farm at the present site of South-
land Shopping Center, joined the 19th 
Michigan as a sergeant and came out as a 
captain three years later. Corporal Bailey 
Mead, Charles D. Case, John L. Stratton 
and Walter N. Trumbull returned to Por-
tage after serving in the 19th Michigan. 
Sadly, William A. Dunshee and Royal 
Stevens died of disease down South.

Samuel W. Crooks of Company H, 
2�th Michigan Infantry, was killed in 
action at Dallas, Ga., on May 28, 1864, 
while the unit fought in the Atlanta 
Campaign. Serving with him in the 2�th 
Michigan were Jonas Booth, William 
Bennett and Charles W. Davenport. At 
least two other Portage veterans chose to 
serve with units from other states. Josiah 
G. Jacobs fought in the war with the �th 
Iowa Infantry. James B. Quick lost his 
life while serving with Company H, 44th 
Illinois Infantry.

A Century of Growth: 
Slow But Steady
By Larry Massie

Pioneer John F. Oliver’s double Greek Revival residence stood at 1617 E. Milham.

S
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Having fought in some of the blood-
iest battles of the Civil War — Bull Run, 
the Wilderness, Gettysburg, Vicksburg 
and the Atlanta Campaign — the Portage 
boys in their tattered blue uniforms 
returned to peaceful life on Portage 
farmsteads. LeRoy Cahill moved to 
Kalamazoo, where he launched a factory 
to manufacture the sulky plow he had 
invented. He took along his blacksmith 
friend, Ezra Carpenter, to be foreman of 
the plant. Cahill’s sulky plows, which 
for the first time allowed farmers to ride 
while tilling, made him a rich man, and 
he plowed some of the proceeds back 
into his Portage property, turning it 
into one of the nation’s most progres-
sive hog farms.

The decade following the Civil War 
witnessed frenzied railroad construc-
tion across the nation, highlighted by 
the completion of the transcontinental 
railroad in 1869. Portage entered the 
railroad age in 1866–186�, when the 
Kalamazoo and Schoolcraft Railroad 
laid its tracks through the township. In 
1866, Portage voters had passed a special 
bond issue of $3,000 to lure the railroad 
through the township, no small figure 
in that era. In 1869, the line became part 
of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
Railroad, whose initials soon gave rise to 

a number of uncomplimentary slogans 
such as “long stops and miserable sta-
tions,” “large stations and miserable sala-
ries,” and “less sleep and more speed.” 
In 191� Portage’s first railroad became 
part of the vast New York Central line 
and later the Penn Central & Con Rail 
system. Portage got a second railroad 
in 18�0 when the Grand Rapids and 
Indiana Railroad laid its tracks between 
Austin and Long lakes to connect Kal-
amazoo with Fort Wayne, Ind. The GR 
& I erected a station it called Austin near 
the north shore of Austin Lake. The LS 
& MS located its station at what became 
known as Portage Centre.

In 186� Ebenezer Durkee surveyed 

and platted the community, hoping to 
capitalize on the presence of the LS 
& MS station, called simply, Portage. 
He filed his plat with the Kalamazoo 
County register of deeds on February 6, 
1869. He named what is now Westnedge 
Avenue, Centre Street and what is Centre 
Avenue, Main Street. Durkee, who served 
as Portage postmaster for several years, 
also took the liberty of naming the first 
road south of Main Street after himself. 
Whatever happened to Durkee’s dreams 
of becoming a city founder have been lost 
in the mists of time. But as late as 1928, 
the various atlases of Kalamazoo County 
continued to reprint Durkee’s plat labeled 
with street names that never existed.

A wagon load of Portage celery enroute to a New York Central boxcar. The Mein Elevator in the back-
ground has been relocated to the Celery Flats Historical Area.
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Due largely to the fact that 
the post office and LS & MS 
Depot were located there, 

Portage Centre would emerge as 
the nucleus of the community. But 
Portage Township also boasted three 
other hamlets: Austin, Carpenter’s 
Corners at the corner of Westnedge 
and Milham where Ezra Carpenter 
had had his blacksmith shop, and 
McKee’s Corners at the intersection 
of Portage and Milham where David 
McKee opened a general store.

Portage Township had grown but 
little in the decade of the 1860s. By 
1870 the population stood at 1,050, 
an increase of only 76 persons over 
the previous census. Two hundred 
and eleven families lived in 208 dwell-
ings. The federal census taker counted 
seven blacks and three “mulatto” 
Portagers that year. Ten years later, the 
Michigan State Gazetteer estimated the 
population of Portage Centre as 70 per-
sons. The business directory listed H.L. 
Ash, physician, the appropriately named 
Clinton B. Bacon, proprietor of a meat 

market and hotel combination, Justice 
of the Peace Harvey S. Booth, Constable 
John I. Cummings, the Merrill & Mc-
Courtney Flour Mill, wagon maker J.W. 
Reed and grocer and railroad agent H.E. 
Thompson.

Ira Carlton had taken over as 
postmaster and railroad express agent 

Pattern glass “celery vases” were the proper 
way to present the crunchy vegetable to Victo-
rian diners.

In the 1930s, Portage celery grower Jake Elzinga posed with his sons in a luxurious field of celery. 
Note the bleaching boards in place.
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and also operated a grocery store. The 
other major enterprises in the commu-
nity were three flour mills operated by 
H. H. Kilgore, D. B. Merrill and George 
C. Winslow. A. Ackersen was listed 
as a gardener, probably of wholesale 
vegetables.

A decade later, the economy of Por-
tage had been dramatically altered with 
the advent of the first Dutch celery grow-
ers. The 190� Kalamazoo County Direc-
tory lists 1� celery growers with familiar 
Portage names such as Cramer, Dakema, 
DeVries, DeYoung, Dontje, Kannegi-
eter, Linneman, Oudeman, Roelof and 
Schuring. Three years later the number 
of celery growers had climbed to 22 with 
the addition of other prominent Portage 
family names, including DeHaan, Klenk, 
Lenting, Nannega, Penning, Postemus 
and Romence.

From the turn-of-the-century 
through the Great Depression of the 
1930s and to a lesser extent into the 
19�0s, much of the property now cov-
ered with prosperous shopping malls, 
parking lots and industrial plants con-
sisted of muck fields planted with long 
ribbon-like rows of green-topped celery. 
Celery culture would provide the back-
bone of Portage’s economy and culture 
over much of that period.

Kalamazoo County’s celery in-
dustry began in the 1860s and 18�0s. 
Dutch immigrants were able to purchase 
small tracts of swampland that had 
been spurned by earlier settlers. Using 
an agrarian wisdom learned over the 
centuries as the Netherlands reclaimed 
its coastlands from the sea, the Holland-
ers painstakingly converted worthless 
swamps into choice muck fields.

Celery, whose wild ancestors grew in 
marshlands along the sea coast, thrived in 
rich, moist muck lands. Under ideal con-
ditions the water table should be about 
two feet below the surface of the land. 
This was regulated by drainage ditches 
and later tiling. A highly specialized 
skill, celery growing was also very labor 
intensive. Large families, in which even 

“This flight could be a little bumpy, so stay buckled up. 
I’m new to the sky, but I’ll do my best.”
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Dressing Chest

small children were allotted tasks, proved 
indispensable to the “Celery Dutch.”

The celery growing cycle began in 
March, when growers sowed minute 
celery seeds in hotbeds or greenhouses. 
Eight weeks later, the delicate seedlings 
were ready for transplanting in the open 
fields. Dutch growers preferred the 
traditional wooden muck shoes called 
“klompen” for field work because they 
did not rot like leather. Horses equipped 
with wide muck shoes that prevented 
them from floundering in the sloppy soil 
were used to plow, disk and harrow the 
fields. But most of the other labor could 
only be performed by hand.

Tedious days of hand planting 
were followed by long weeks of creep-
ing along the rows to pull weeds. After 
eight weeks of growing, the celery was 
ready for the bleaching process that 
rendered the stalks white and crispy. 
White pine or hemlock planks set up 
on both sides of the long rows shielded 
everything but the tops from the sun for 
two weeks. When fully ripe, the celery 
required immediate harvesting, and 
most growers preferred the cooler early 
morning hours. They wheel-barreled 
loads of celery to the celery shed, where 
it was washed in cold water and tied into 
“dozens” with cloth tape.

Shipped in crates to tables across the 
land, ”Fresh as the Dew From Kalama-
zoo,” the area’s celery crop had earned 
a national reputation for its quality and 
quantity by the 1890s. Kala-mazoo, in 
fact, proudly adopted the nickname “Cel-
ery City,” and a good proportion of that 
famous crop came from Portage. 

The arrival of the railroad in 1867 ushered in a 
new era for Portage.
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FOOTBALL SEASON IS HERE, and you can 
be sure there are a lot of very excited 
football fans looking for excuses to have 
a little party before the game. In the 
same way we justify watching football 
on Saturday, Sunday, Monday night, 
and even sometimes on Thursday night, 
we are able to make the idea of drink-

ing and eating 
in a parking 
lot seem like 
a simple act of 
nature. In some 
weird primal 
way, we regress 
to our Nean-
derthal roots, 
end up cook-
ing meat over 
an open flame, 
talking of re-
cent conquests 
and trying to 
see who can 
puff their chest 
out the most. In 

such a frenzied state of bliss, we require 
a beverage of some sort to help calm our-

selves and give us an excuse as to why 
we aren’t out there on the field ourselves!

Beer is the undisputed world 
champion of tailgating. There are so 
many beers that work well with barbe-
cued food — and they don’t require a 
corkscrew or a glass. You don’t sit and 
contemplate the intricacies of beer while 
tailgating, nor should you! 

In order for wine to fit into this beer 
dominated event, you have to be careful 
to bring the right animal to the game. 
If you bring a bottle of white zinfandel, 
expect to get punched. Sure some may 
drink it in a dark plastic glass if every 
other possible beverage is gone, but they 
won’t admit to what they are drink-
ing — and you still have that sore arm 
from getting punched. You must bring a 
manly man’s wine to the game! 

Trade in that dangerous thought 
of white zinfandel for a red zinfandel 
from California. Big, dark in color, and 
high in alcohol, this will get you a slap 
on the back instead of a punch in the 
arm. Spicy, peppery reds from the Rhone 
valley — like Gigondas, Cotes du Rhone 
Villages and Chateauneuf-du-Pape — are 

ideal for the rich, bold flavor of barbecue. 
Spanish wine varietals like Tempranillo 
and Monastrell are also great choices, 
with the rich, ripe, black fruits that they 
most often represent. Australian shiraz 
is ideal for its combination of spice and 
full-bodied, dark fruit. From our beloved 
U.S.A., Oregon pinots, Washington 
merlots and California cabs all make the 
grade as well. 

Now for a contradiction: White 
wine works at tailgating as well. The 
trick to pulling off this bold move is 
to have a big, stinky red as an option; 
then that way you are covered. Again, 
big is in for barbecue on the white side 
as well. Creamy, oaky chardonnays 
from Australia or California are perfect. 
Spicy, rich wines from Alsace, like Pinot 
Gris and Gewurztraminer, are fantastic 
with spicy food. Champagne — the 
duct tape of the wine world — works 
with everything! 

The real key to tailgating is to have 
a blast. Grab your friends, your favorite 
team, your favorite foods, your favorite 
beverage — and head out there to the 
asphalt playing field. 

Bill Weier is general manager
of Epic Bistro.

Wines for Tailgating
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THERE IS PLENTy OF buzz in the media 
about the slowing housing market — and 
although this kind of market normaliza-
tion is commonplace in the real-estate 
industry, there is no question that in 
many parts of the country, as well as in 
the Kalamazoo area, houses are currently 
on the market a little longer and there is 
more competition for buyers. 

The good news is that sales are still 
strong, with no significant change in aver-
age price, so we are not seeing evidence of 
“fire sales” or panic price dropping. 

Here are steps an educated seller 
should take when selling in today’s market:

Price It Right. A house priced at just 
below market value piques the interest 
of real estate professionals and buyers, 
while overpricing chases them away. It is 
true that you can always drop the price, 
but the first 30 days are the most critical, 
when interest is the highest. Even a home 
priced � percent too high may discourage 
a significant number of prospective pur-
chasers from looking at your property.

Show-Ready Condition. Get your 
home in tip-top shape before any poten-
tial buyer views it. Remember, you only 

get one chance to make a first impres-
sion. Get rid of the clutter and minimize 
personal items. Neutralize room colors 
and touch up the paint where needed. 
Clean everything — carpet, windows, 
appliances, etc. 

Curb Appeal. Don’t overlook the 
outside of your property. The lawn should 
be trimmed, bushes and shrubs pruned 
and leaves raked. Put away bicycles, toys 
and other items. The front of the house 
also needs a clean, fresh, well-maintained 
appearance. If your mailbox is hanging by 
its hinges, replace it, too.

Hire a Professional. If you want to 
sell your home fairly quickly, now is not 
the time to go at it alone. To make sure 
your home gets maximum exposure and 
the best marketing strategy, work with a 
qualified real-estate professional who is 
familiar with the market in your com-
munity. Your home will be listed on a 
Multiple Listing Service database that can 
be accessed by other REALTORS.

When selecting someone to represent 
you, ask questions such as: How will your 
home be marketed? What price can you 
expect for your home? How is the Internet 

being utilized to market your home? Do 
you have references from other sellers? 
A professional agent should be able to 
answer these questions by providing: 
statistical information about the mar-
ket, a Comparative Market Analysis to 
determine a market-sensitive price, Web 
sites where the agent will post your house 
information with pictures (24 percent 
of buyers found 
their house on 
the internet), and 
names and phone 
numbers of sellers 
that the agent has 
worked with in 
the past.

Don’t be 
discouraged if 
there are compet-
ing homes for sale 
in your neighbor-
hood. Making the 
right moves at 
the beginning of 
your home-selling 
process can give 
you the upper hand you’ll need.

Selling Your Home in Today’s Market

Bill Virgo, REALTOR®
Prudential Preferred, 
REALTORS®
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Remnants From Senegal” — This per-
formance incorporates tales from Africa 
and unveils a family’s pleasant and painful 
truths. The University Theatre, WMU. Oct 
6 & �, 8 p.m.; Oct. 8, 2 p.m. 38�-6222.
“The Lion in Winter” — While avoiding 
the traps of three eager sons and a clever 
wife, King Henry must chose a successor 
to keep his kingdom whole. The University 
Theatre, WMU. Oct. 6 & �, 12–14, 8 p.m.; 
Oct. 1�, 2 p.m. 38�-6222.
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” — When 
Falstaff finds himself enamored of two 
married women, it’s only natural he as-
sumes they’re equally enamored of him. 
Parish Theatre, 426 S. Park St. Oct. 6 & �, 
12–14, 19–21, 8 p.m.; Oct. 8 & 1�, 2 p.m. 
343-1313.
“Crimes of the Heart” — Three zany 
sisters gather in their home town after one 
of them gets into trouble with a gun. Oct. 
19–21, 26–28, 8 p.m.; Oct. 29, 2 p.m.  

38�-6222.
“Copenhagen” — Two 
Nobel laureates discuss 
the atomic bomb at a 
mysterious wartime 
meeting. New Vic The-
atre, 134 E. Vine St. Oct. 
6 & �, 13 & 14, 20 & 
21, 2� & 28, Nov. 3 & 4; 
8:30 p.m. 381-3328.
“Duck Hunter Shoots 
Angel” — Have some fun 
with this quirky comedy 

full of magical surprises, unexpected 
second chances, and knee-slapping humor. 
Nov. 3 & 4, 9–11, 16–18, 8 p.m.; Nov. � & 
12, 2 p.m. Parish Theatre, 426 S. Park St. 
343-1313.

Musicals & Opera

42nd Street” — This big, bold razz-matazz 
musical celebrates the stuff that dreams are 
made of. Civic Theatre, 329 S. Park St. Oct. 
6 & �, 8 p.m. 343-1313.  

“AIDA” — Elton John and Tim Rice’s 
musical “AIDA” is bursting with contem-
porary energy that tells of the love triangle 
between two princesses and a soldier 
they both love. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 
October 6 & �, 8 p.m.; Oct. �, 2 & 8 p.m. 
38�-2300.
“A Christmas Carol” and “At This Special 
Time” — Don’t miss these New Vic holiday 
favorites! Call now for reservations.  
381-3328.

Dance

“Break! The Urban Funk Spectacular” — 
This distinctive American dance art form 
features break dancing, locking, popping 
and power tumbling. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. Oct. 26, �:30 p.m. 38�-2300.

Symphony

University Symphony Orchestra — This 
WMU group performs its first concert of 
the season. Miller Auditorium, WMU. Oct. 
1�, 3 p.m. 38�-466�.
“Cello Soul” — The KSO features cel-
list Avery Fisher and works by Rossini, 
Shostakovich and Brahms. Oct. 20, 8 p.m. 
38�-2300.
University Symphony Orchestra — Spend 
a fall afternoon with this classic WMU 
group. Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
Nov. �, 3 p.m. 38�-466�.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra  
& Bands

Mole Music — Musical Storybooks — Kids 
ages 3–6 can explore stories, hands-on 
activities and music performed by the 
Burdick-Thorne String Quartet. Epic Cen-
ter, 3�9 S. Kalamazoo Mall. Oct. �, 10 a.m. 
349-���9.
Faculty Artist Series — Featuring the 
WMU Keyboard Faculty Showcase. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 8, 3 p.m. 
38�-466�.

Gilmore Rising Stars Recitals — Featur-
ing Jie Chen on piano performing music 
by Scarlatti, Brahms and Albéniz, and 
Schumann’s Sonata No. 2 in G Minor, Op. 
22. Oct. 8, � p.m. Featuring Sa Chen on 
piano. Nov. �, � p.m. Wellspring Theater/
Epic Center, 3�9 South Burdick St.  
342-1166.
University Jazz Orchestra — Spend an 
evening with WMU’s finest! Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 12, 8:1� p.m. 
38�-46��.
Fall Evenings — Spend an intimate eve-
ning with the KSO’s Brass Quintet playing 
Ewazen’s “Colchester Fantasy.” Epic Cen-
ter, 3�9 S. Kalamazoo Mall. Oct. 13 & 14,  
8 p.m. 349-���9.
University Jazz Lab Band — Let this 
WMU group jazz up your evening! Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 18,  
8:1� p.m. 38�-466�.
Fontana Chamber Arts — Featuring Ariel 
String Quartet, Fischoff National Chamber 
Music Competition Winner. Brook Lodge, 
Augusta. Oct. 21, 8 p.m. 382-���4.
Annual Tubafest — Featuring WMU guest 
artist John Manning. Dalton Center Recital 
Hall, WMU. Oct. 21, �:30 p.m. 38�-466�.
University Symphonic Band — Enjoy a 
free concert by this terrific WMU group! 
Miller Auditorium, WMU.  Oct. 22, 3 p.m. 
38�-466�.
The Gilmore — Internationally acclaimed 
pianist András Schiff presents an all-Mo-
zart Program. Chenery Auditorium, �14 
S. Westnedge. Oct. 2�, 8 p.m.; pre-concert 
lecture at � p.m. 342-1166.
“The World of … Scott Joplin” — Featur-
ing Raymond Harvey at the piano playing 
dynamic ensemble arrangements of Joplin’s 
ragtime works. Oct. 29, 3 p.m. Light Fine 
Arts Center, Kalamazoo College. 38�-2300.
TUBAween — WMU presents a low brass 
Halloween spectacular! Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 31, 8:1� p.m. 
38�-466�.

Dreams come 
true; without 

that possibility, 
nature would 

not incite us to 
have them. 

 
John Updike

34 E N C O R E  •  O C T O B E R  2 0 0 6



Vocal

Choral Showcase — Don’t miss the 
WMU University Chorale, Women’s 
Chorus and Collegiate Singers perform. 
Dalton Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 22, � 
p.m. 38�-466�.
Gold Company — WMU’s Gold Com-
pany and GC II perform. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. Nov. 2, 8:1� p.m. 
38�-466�.
University Chorale — WMU vocalists 
perform “Cathedral Classics.” Cathedral 
Church of Christ the King, 2600 Vincent 
(Oakland Drive at I-94). Nov. 4, �:30 p.m. 
38�-466�.
Kalamazoo Singers — Performing 
Drayton’s “Ode to the Virginian Voyage” 
and works by Randall Thompson. Holy 
Family Chapel at Nazareth Center,  
Nov. �, 3 p.m. 3�3-1�69.

Miscellaneous

“An Evening With Colin Mochrie & 
Brad Sherwood” — Using their quick 
wit, this team takes contributions from 
the audience to create hilarious and 
original scenes. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. Oct. 13, 8 p.m. 38�-2300.
“Capitol Steps” — This troupe of cur-
rent and former Congressional staffers 
who monitored the events and personali-
ties of Capitol Hill and the Oval Office 
take a humorous look at serious issues. 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. Oct. 2�,  
8 p.m. 38�-2300.
“Stomp” — This percussion sensation 
is explosive, provocative, sophisticated, 
sexy and utterly unique! Come discover 
beautiful noises in the strangest places. 
Nov. 3, 8 p.m.; Nov. 4, 4 & 8 p.m.; Nov. 
�, 2 & �:30 p.m. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. 38�-2300.
“Cruising Europe’s Great Rivers” 
— Enjoy a narration of a European river 
cruise aboard an Amadeus Cruise ship. 
Traverse through five countries on three 
great rivers. Chenery Auditorium, �14 S. 
Westnedge. Nov. 3, �:30 p.m.; Nov. 4, 
3 p.m. 334�-8004.

Visual Arts
WMU Department of Art 
387-2455:

WMU School of Art Faculty Show 
— Dalton Center Multimedia Room. 
Through Oct. 12.
Photography and Video — “Guilty 
Pleasures: Little Lolitas,” Laura Adams 
Guth, Midwest City, Oklahoma. Gallery II, 
Sangren Hall. Through Oct. 26.
Artists in Residence — Charles Garoian, 
Director, Pennsylvania State University; 
Oct. 16–19. Dejan Atanackovic, Florence, 
Italy; Oct. 30–Nov. 2.

WMU Student Art Gallery, 
East Hall:

Mixed Media — “Kill Your Heroes,” Sonya 
Mansour and Joe Fleet; “Let’s Take An 
Empty Room & Fill It Up With Us, Dear,” 
Ephraim McNair. Oct. 9–13.
Group Show — “The Art of Life,” curated 
by Leah Wilmoth, B.A. of  Art. Oct. 16–20.
Mixed Media — Veronica Hester and 
Christina O’Brien. Oct. 16–20.

Photography — Lauren Lutz, Oct. 23–2�; 
Kristal Tisdale, Oct. 30–Nov. 3. B.F.A. 
degree shows.
Significant Form — Jake Wickerham and 
Josh Mason, Nov. 3.
Paintings — “Reveries of Dance,” Laurel 
Richardson. Nov. 6–10.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts 
349-7775:

Lines of Discovery: 225 Years of Ameri-
can Drawings — View nearly 1�0 works 
on paper from the Columbus (Ga.) Museum 
that trace America’s evolution as a nation. 
Through Dec. 31.
Magic and Intrigue: Masks of Mexico 
— Hand-carved wooden masks from 
Mexico illustrate artistic and cultural 
expression dating to the pre-Columbian era. 
Oct. 28–Jan. �.

A Parallel World: Small Scale Houses 

and Miniatures — Enjoy meticulously 
crafted works by internationally known 
miniature artists. Oct. 28–Jan. �.

Sometimes young performers need to 
bend the rules to get their big break, 
even if that means gender bending. 
Jamie Foxx, star of the acclaimed film, 
“Ray,” was one of those. Foxx noticed 
a profound lack of females at comedy 
club amateur nights. The few women 
who were there always got called up to 
perform. Foxx, at the time, was still us-
ing his birth name, Eric Bishop. On his 
21st birthday, Eric and his friends went 
to a San Francisco nightclub in hopes of 
performing. He added to the entry list a 
few ambiguous, unisex names. When the 

master of ceremonies called out, “Next 
up is Jamie Foxx. Is she here?” Eric 
Bishop answered. His performance that 
night garnered him a standing ovation 
and a truckload of confidence. He’s been 
known as Jamie Foxx ever since.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

6797 Orchard Meadow Drive
Portage, MI 49024

Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767
E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com

(Continued on page 60)
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OETRY DIDN’T always come 
easy for Tracey Smith. Smith, 
who shied away from English 

until high school because he was 
a slow reader, penned his first poem 

in fourth grade as a punishment for 
not paying attention in class. His poem 
was about a robin’s nest. And although 
he doesn’t remember any lines, Smith 
recalls his couplets as “Hallmarky” and 
probably influenced by his teacher’s pen-
chant for making handwriting assign-

ments out of poems like “The Midnight 
Ride of Paul Revere.”

“I was terrified to read it in front of 
the class,” he said. “And glad when it was 
over.”

It’s been over 20 years since that 
fourth-grade poem, and now Smith, 
Kalamazoo’s official Poetry Slam Master 
since 1998, reads his own poetry and the 
poetry of others in front of audiences at 
least once a week at shows both here and 
in Benton Harbor. “It took a long time to 

get here,” he said. “I never would have 
thought of it.”

Poetry slams, conceived by Marc 
Smith and held at the Green Mill Jazz 
Club in Chicago, started in 1986 as 
a way to garner a wider audience for 
poetry. And it’s a format that has worked. 
What started as a Chicago phenomena 
has spread around both the nation and 
the world. In August, over �� teams, 
including Kalamazoo’s, competed in  
the National Poetry Slam Fest held in 

Tracey Smith greets the poets and other 
audience members at a recent poetry slam.

Slammin’ at the Mic
P

“I haven’t 
found anything 
yet that is as 
rewarding to me 
as helping other 
people to f ind 
their voice ...” 
-Tracey Smith

By Theresa Coty O’Neil
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Austin, Texas. Kalamazoo, vying against 
big-league teams from New York and 
Boston, among others, came in 39th. 
The World Poetry Slam Fest is held in 
February.

In July, poetry slams celebrated their 
20th anniversary. Unlike traditional 
Open Mics, poetry slams have a “game 
show-like” structure, said Kalamazoo’s 
Smith, who single-handedly founded the 
Kalamazoo Poetry Slam, which meets on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month at the Black Hawk Bar & Grill 
barn in Richland.  

In a slam, each participant reads 
work for one to three minutes, and then 
is scored by randomly chosen judges. 

“This adds an element of competition, 
which makes it a better show,” says Smith. 

“We want to encourage people to 
express themselves and then turn it up 
a notch by performing poetry for people 
instead of just reading it off the page.” In 
that vein, Smith says, “you try to bring 
the same emotion to the reading of it as 
you did to the writing of it.  

“This can be intimidating to the 
academic, let alone the average person,” 
he says. “You might be writing some-
thing very personal, and then you’re 
going up there and having random 
strangers judge you. 

“We try not to take it too seriously,” 
he adds. “It takes a certain kind of ego 
to do it and to understand the scores are 
arbitrary. You can perform beautifully 
and have the whole audience in rapture 
and still get crummy scores.”

Thanks to Kalamazoo’s Smith, 
hundreds of local poets have been able 
to subject themselves to the unique and 
high-stakes pleasure of performing their 
work in front of slam judges and audi-
ences. 

A native to the area, Smith endured 
English and language classes throughout 
elementary and middle school, mostly 
due to his difficulties with reading. But 
while in high school at Portage Central, 
Smith found that English “stopped being 
a chore and became really interesting.”  
During high school, he filled notebooks 
with what he now calls “banal poetry.” 

“I was interested. I was trying. But 
I never really got the hang of it until I 
started writing in college and in my 20s,” 
said Smith, who became a great fan of 
Stephen King novels.  “I realized that 
people could make a living making up 
stories, and that was encouraging.”

After graduating in 1989, Smith 
headed to Kalamazoo College, where he 
attended many poetry readings and even 
helped edit the Cauldron, Kalamazoo 

College’s student literary magazine. He 
took as many English classes as he was 
allowed and therefore wrote many pa-
pers, which left little time for poetry.

Following college, Smith moved 
to Denton, Texas, for three years 
where he worked odd jobs and 

tried to decide whether he wanted to 
pursue a master’s degree in writing. Still 
not sure, he returned to Kalamazoo. At 
that time Dirty’s Café on West Main was 
holding twice-weekly Open Mic Nights. 
Smith started going, and before long, he 
was “scribbling in his notebook,” he said. 
One night someone called him up on 
stage to read his work. “It was very satis-
fying,” he said, and soon he was reading 
regularly. Then one of the Open Mic 
hosts left, and Smith was asked to fill 
the post. At Dirty’s there were no sign-
up sheets or time limits so “it was total 
anarchy,” he recalled, but good training 
for becoming a slam master. 

Because he was at Dirty’s so often, 
he joked, he was hired as a barrista, 
making and serving coffee and other 
drinks. But in 1998, Dirty’s closed its 
doors, and “with no job and no show,” 
Smith decided to go visit his friends in 
Austin, Texas, and “sleep on their couch 
for a week.”
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Flock Chasers

Her name is Amanda.
She’s nine years old.
She has the wingspan of a hawk
but the butterfly is her totem

and in her dreams she can fly —

farther than the train tracks
or the court house 
or the corner store
that her mother tells her
are her boundaries.

His name is Kevin.
He’s seven.
He has the wingspan of a crow.
Amanda is his totem animal.

and together they chase down the sky —

On their Schwinns
they’ll migrate season after season 
through the three square miles 
of their childhood
following the gaggles and the murders
to the corners of their world —

Flock chasing.

Kevin’s feet can’t yet reach the peddles
from the seat of his bike
so he stands and bumps bravely
to keep up with her
watching Amanda watching the sky
as their small world speeds by

he doesn’t know yet 
that his big sister can fly.

No one knows

that in her dreams
the boundaries are the clouds
between heaven and the treetops
and the flocks ...
the flocks are specks
of ebony silver
moonlight sheen of feathers
glistening beneath her.

Amanda knows —

How to chase down her dreams.
How to rise above the world.
How to see like the birds
past her boundaries.

The butterfly is her totem.
She has the wingspan of a hawk

and in her dreams
she can fly.

  By Tracey Smith

While he was there, South by South-
west SXSW, Austin’s film festival, was in 
full swing. “Slam Nation,” a documen-
tary about poetry slams, was showing. 
Intrigued, Smith went to see it and was 
hooked.

“I knew a lot of talented people back 
here in Kalamazoo who were poets who 
could do that,” said Smith. “So I had a 
mission. I knew what I had to do. I came 
back to Kalamazoo, called my friends, 
and said, ‘Guess what?’”

He found a bar, the Nouveau Room 
on Sprinkle, to hold the slams, but it 
was a “bad match.” “The first few years, 
my job was to gather an audience. There 
was a lot of trial and error.” The Kraft-
brau, which had newly opened, seemed 
a perfect place with a great downtown 
location, and the slams ended up there 
for the next eight years until they moved 
to the current Richland site.

As slam master, Smith reads a poem, 
often about writing or poetry, to set the 
mood, then introduces the poets, which 
usually include a nonlocal feature poet. 
He has at least 2� poems, both of his 
own and of others, committed to memo-
ry so that he can fill in if there’s a lull. 

An admitted introvert, writing and 
reading his work has provided Smith 
with a “nice release,” he said, adding 
that another reason he likes hosting the 
slams is that he can be an “extrovert for 
one night a week.” 

Last year, Steve Bethel, a former 
Kraftbrau brewer who now owns The 
Livery in Benton Harbor asked Smith to 
host a show there. The show, on the first 
and third Wednesdays of the month, 
has an interesting blend of “journal and 
street poets,” said Smith, who doesn’t 
mind the commute.

Over the last eight years, Smith has 
seen the slams continue to grow and to 
draw people of all ages. Teachers often 
bring in their students. “Teachers find 
it a great tool for getting kids inter-
ested in language and in expressing 
themselves,” said Smith, who also runs 
creative writing workshops for high-
school students.

Of Smith’s relationship to poetry? 
“I’m married to it,” he said. “I get to meet 
so many interesting people, some who 
are far more talented than I am. Getting 
to the point where I can feel OK hanging 
out with them was amazing to me.

“And I haven’t found anything yet 
that is as rewarding to me as helping 
other people to find their voice, probably  
because it took me so long to find mine.” 

 
Theresa Coty O’Neil received her 

Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 
from Western Michigan University. She 
is a published short story writer and poet 
and has taught creative writing. Presently 
she freelances and homeschools her three 
children.

Slam master Tracey 
Smith doubles as the 
audio technician, 
hauling and setting 
up the microphone 
and speakers for the 
Kalamazoo Poetry 
Slam that he leads 
on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month at the Black 
Hawk Bar & Grill in 
Richland.
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said Brill, who earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s in political science from West-
ern Michigan University. “I don’t regard 
myself as a daredevil, but when I desire 
something — even if it is really scary 
— it is my disposition to tackle it. 

“In my case,” he said, “I have 

always been petrifi ed of deep water, yet 
I loved boats and ship stories as a kid.” 
During the voyage of the Atticus Finch, 
the tug’s depthfi nder read 916 feet. That 
raised a few hairs on the back of Brill’s 
neck.

Born and raised in western Van 

 The Voyage of 
the Atticus Finch

ON’T CALL him Ishmael. 
Rick will do, and he has 
a whale of a tale to tell. 
The �0-year-old instruc-

tor of political science at Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College is still 
amazed by his accomplishment. It was a 
voyage of pure adventure that bordered 
on sheer terror at times, with enough 
close calls for a full booking of night-
mares for the rest of his life.

People cruise the Great Lakes 
frequently at their peril, especially 
when they don’t pay attention to what’s 
cooking on the horizon. They cruise 
by majestic sailboat or luxurious cabin 
cruiser — but few do it by a �2-foot, 40-
ton tugboat that had to be almost totally 
reconditioned to make it seaworthy.

“I had always fl irted with the idea,” 

DD

by Tom Thinnes
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Buren County, the 19�3 graduate of Paw 
Paw High School had his share of water 
adventures as a youth. At 1�, he canoed 
the Paw Paw River all the way to St. 
Joseph. He attempted to travel the Mis-
sissippi River from its source to New 
Orleans by boat when he was 1�. 

The desire to own some kind of a 
Big Lake boat was rekindled by fam-
ily camping outings in the Wilder-
ness State Park at the northern tip of 
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, with wife 
Nova and their three sons  

“I was always attracted to old work-

boats,” Brill said. “They have names, 
they have character, and they have his-
tory. I found one in Mackinac City that 
seemed abandoned, so I left a message, 
inquiring whether the owner was will-
ing to sell.”

No dice — but the daydreams wait-

 The Voyage of 
the Atticus Finch

Was it blind luck, youthful bravado or 

let’s-do-it courage that allowed Rick 

Brill and his sons to survive a 1,000-mile, 

10-day, Great-lakes journey?

(left) Todd, Rick and Jackson Brill 
stand proudly on the bow of the 
Atticus Finch after completing 
their  journey through three of the 
Great Lakes.

(above) Rick Brill’s fi rst visit to his 
future tugboat revealed a boat in need 
of a great amount of work to make her 
seaworthy.

(right) After many hours of hard work, 
the transformation of the tugboat was 
complete.
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ing for a response had planted the seed.
Using the technology of his times, 

he went Google searching and found 
hundreds of vintage watercraft on the 
market. Some tugboats were going for 
$100,000 and as much as $�00,000.

“That was a bit out of my price 
range,” he said.

One of his web searches landed 
him on the Canadian side of the far 
eastern end of Lake Erie. The window-
less, beached, rust-colored tug he saw 
fit his fancy, even after he, Nova and 
son Jackson drove eight hours, from De-
catur to Port Dover, Ontario, for a per-
sonal inspection. It fit the couple’s price 
range ($10,�00 American), especially as 
they were dealing in Canadian dollars.

“It was love at first sight for me,” 
said Brill, a KVCC instructor since 
1990, “even though we had to sneak 
through a junkyard to reach it.” 

“Ironically,” he said, “the bro-
ker I was communicating with was 
the daughter of the man regarded as 
Canada’s greatest tugboat builder. It was 
through her I got the name of the owner 
and started negotiations.” 

The deal was sealed in October of 
2002 when Rick and his father, Dick, 
drove to Port Dover to take ownership.

And what a deal. A pack of rac-
coons had to be evicted and the Cum-
mins engine, a huge piece of machinery, 
was disconnected.

Christened the L.R. 
Wilson in 1926 when it 
first hit the water, the tug 
was built at Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, on the northern 
side of Lake Superior.

The tug came with a 
so-called “bill of goods” as 
well. “I was told that it was 
powered by a diesel engine 
from the 19�0s or ’80s. In 
truth, the power came from 
an engine that was first 
ready for duty on March 
23, 1941. But age suppos-
edly doesn’t mean all that 
much when it comes to 
diesel engines. I was told 

the old ones are workhorses.”
With the bill of sale in his hands, 

Brill had the soon-to-be-reborn tug 
towed to the fishing docks along the 
Lynn River where the restoration was 
to begin. The first task was to seal it up 
and arrange the logistics for the project 
— no easy task. The prep work to get 
into the position to “start cracking” was 
highly extensive, he said. 

Once in his possession, Brill un-
dertook its restoration in May 
of 2003. “I scraped every inch 

of it. Not only was all the rust removed, 
but so were the remnants of a million 
or so zebra mussels. 
I sanded it all. That’s 
how you bond with a 
boat.”

On warm summer 
days, the temperature 
inside reached 109 
degrees. The windows 
that were installed 
didn’t push out. Local 
expert boat builders 
and marine mechanics 
were tapped, and they 
offered tips and sugges-
tions. “The funny thing 
is that I wanted to talk 
boats with them,” he 
said, “and they wanted 

to talk about political science.” 
For three summers and any other 

free time Brill could scrape up in Port 
Dover, the tug’s return to the sea filled 
his leisure hours.  “It is a quaint village, 
one that caters to tourists. In its heyday, 
fishing was No. 1, but now it is mainly 
tourism. There is an Old World seaport 
feel to it.”

After wearing out scores of scrap-
ers and sanders, the hull was ready for a 
silver primer. Brill decided that his tug, 
destined to chug over the blue waters 
of the Great Lakes, would be primarily 
green with white and black portions.

To get the still-unnamed craft 
seaworthy, five tons of concrete were 
poured into the lower section for bal-
last. When three tons of diesel fuel 
was pumped on board, the Great Lakes 
would have to kick up quite a storm to 
jeopardize the revived tugboat.

As the project neared its conclu-
sion, Brill and his family pondered a 
name. although marine legend says 
it is bad luck to change the name of a 
boat because it strips the vessel of its 
identity.

“As you know, lots of superstitions 
surround the sea,” Brill said, “but I felt 
somewhat safe because the tug had 
already undergone one name change. 
It had been changed to the F. M. Sting 
before I bought it.”

Rick Brill pilots the Atticus Finch as they head for St. Joseph, 
Mich., from the eastern end of Lake Erie.

Jackson prepares to throw a line to the dock as the tugboat comes in 
to port.

Brill
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So why did he choose Atticus 
Finch? “Workboats and commercial 
ships are traditionally named for men,” 
he said. “The Edmund Fitzgerald is the 
classic example. So I thought I would 
stick with a man’s name. I didn’t want to 
name it after someone I knew because it 
would steal his identity.

“I was always impressed by the 
novel ‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’” Brill 
said. “Atticus Finch is one of the stron-
gest characters in American literature. 
In my eyes, that would be perfect for the 
tug.” 

“I had lots of friends, and my 
brothers, too, who wanted to join me 
on the trip,” he said, “but their work 
schedules made it impossible for them 
to be ready in short notice.”

Brill knew it could be a tenuous 
journey and that this would be some-
thing of a working cruise. The crew 
turned out to be sons Todd, 2�, and 
22-year-old Jackson. Israel Brill, age 
1�, stayed a landlubber because of his 
commitment to attend football camp for 
Decatur High School.

Name on the bow, diesel fuel in 
the tank, and food in the mess, 
the Atticus Finch appeared 

ready for its “maiden” voyage, but dur-
ing one of two short runs to test craft 
and crew, the bearing on the propel-
ler blew, which required the tug to be 
beached once again.

Brill’s captainship needed some 
polish, too. “On the first trip, I rammed 
into a dock. I had to remember that, 
with this boat, forward was reverse and 
reverse was forward. Needless to say, 
some of our Canadian friends had a few 
laughs over that.”

The third time out of the harbor 
was the official launch at noon on July 
14, 2004. “I had almost no experience in 
doing what I was planning to do,” he said, 
“other than doing a lot of research. Scary? 
You bet. Everybody knows the Great 
Lakes can be treacherous. As we headed 
out, I asked, ‘Am I really doing this? Am I 
ready for whatever lies ahead?’”
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However, before the crew reached 
any other destination, it would be back 
to Port Dover once again. Within three 
hours of shipping out, the Atticus Finch 
had to retrace its wake. In the euphoria 
of beginning 
an epic adven-
ture, they had 
forgotten an 
essential — an 
ample supply 
of grease that 
would be need-
ed to apply to a 
propeller shaft 
every hour.

Once per-
manently off 
for the 1,000-
mile trip to St. 
Joseph, Mich., 
and despite the 
expertise of 
his mechanic 
friend back in Port Dover, one by one, 
each of his engine’s gauges decided to 
take the rest of the trip off. Only the 
GPS (Global Positioning System) func-
tioned throughout the journey.

“Throughout three-quarters of the 

trip,” he said, “one of us had to place a 
hand on the engine to make certain it 
was not overheating. Our radar went 
out, too. That can be pretty scary at 
night. And all the way, I’m trying to not 

look nervous 
or worried in 
front of my 
sons.”

Those 
nerves came to 
the surface of 
the skin as the 
tug approached 
the tip of Long 
Point, an area 
known as the 
Great Lakes’ 
version of 
the Bermuda 
Triangle. This 
narrow, 16-
mile peninsula 
has caused 

problems for ships throughout United 
States and Canadian maritime history. 
Many a hull are at the bottom of Lake 
Erie, looking up. 

“You know,” Brill said with a 
nervous laugh, “people don’t write a 

“Until then, I had 

never experienced  

being out of sight of 

land. Now I was. And I 

was out in the shipping 

lanes with the waves 

starting to build.”

Brill

Todd enjoys the calm waters as they 
pass under the Mackinac Bridge.
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lot of Great Lakes ship stories with 
happy endings. They always seem to 
write about disasters, which can be a bit 
discomforting when somebody like me 
prepares for a trip like this.” 

In stories he had read, three com-
mon themes surfaced about ships and 
crews that went down — a lack of 
money, machismo and a feeling of in-
vincibility. One, two or all three factors 
could lead to disaster.

As the tug headed west to bring the 
boat “home,” those factors sometimes 
popped into his head, but the sense of 
being invincible never surfaced, con-
sidering his lack of experience in “big 
lake” boating. 

“Until then,” Brill said, “I had never 
experienced being out of sight of land. 
Now I was. And I was out in the ship-
ping lanes with the waves starting to 
build.”

A break in the tension came when 
the Atticus Finch was hailed by a Cana-
dian warship. The Finch’s crew hadn’t 
manned the radio yet and had to re-
acquaint themselves with its operation. 
When the second message came from 
the warship, Brill responded.

The warship was patrolling Great 
Lakes waters in response to 9/11. Once 
certain that the Atticus Finch was not 
doing Al-Qaeda business, the warship 
radioed: “Thank you and have a good 
trip.” 

That was proving to be easier said 
than done because the swells were 
beginning to grow. The tug’s bow stood 
10 feet above the water on a calm day. 
This was no longer a calm day, and the 
waves were barreling over the bow and 
pushing them toward Pele Point near 
the western end of Lake Erie. While 
they wanted to get nearer to the shore 
as the rough seas built, too close to the 
point would be perilous.

Brill judged that a quick turn was 
in order, and he executed one broadside 
to the waves. “We rolled on our side,” 
he recalled. “Everything slipped across 
the pilothouse because nothing was 
tied down. Luckily, my son’s collection 

4�O C T O B E R  2 0 0 6  •  E N C O R E 



of 100 CDs was the only thing lost. We 
were pretty exhausted at the time after 
30 straight hours into the journey with 
little or no sleep.”

With discretion being an important 
part of valor in Brill’s eyes, he steered 
the tug amidst the boiling rollers to-
ward the port of Leamington, Ontario, 
for the night. 

Throughout the voyage and its 
legs of 24-to-34-hour segments, Brill 
and his boys slept no longer than naps 
of two hours before they were back on 
duty. “Everything was so new,” he said, 
“and it was mandatory that we kept the 
batteries charged, the bearings greased, 

and the bilge emptied. We didn’t know 
what would happen next.”

After the Erie challenge, Brill 
charted a course up the Detroit River 
into Lake St. Clair, which kind of quali-
fies as a “Little Great Lake.” Timing is 
everything, and theirs wasn’t very good. 
The Brills found themselves having to 
cross Lake St. Clair in pitch-black dark-
ness.

Depending on night vision and 
almost invisible buoys bearing red 
lights, they inched their way toward the 
St. Clair River. “As we made our twists 
and turns in the darkness,” he said, “we 
came dangerously close to an ore boat 
that was hidden behind one of those 90-

degree bends.”
After their stop at Port Huron for 

customs and R-and-R purposes, Mother 
Nature decided to take a couple of shots 
at the rookie tuggers. Under the Blue 
Water Bridge near Port Huron, there’s 
a whirlpool-like convergence that has 
been known to do some sailors in. “We 
were advised to stay to the Canadian 
side, which we did,” Brill said. “But it 
was still tough going. We were doing 
as slow as 2 knots making our way 
through.”

Once north of Port Huron and 
heading up the shoreline of Michigan’s 
Thumb, one of those drenching thun-

derstorms 
crashed into 
Lake Huron. 
The radio 
warnings 
sounded: 
“All boats 
seek shelter.” 
The Coast 
Guard 
advised the 
Brills to 
head for the 
nearest port, 
which was 
Port Sanilac. 

“It was 
touch and go 
whether we 

could make it before the storm began 
packing its biggest punches,” Brill said, 
recalling being faced with one of those 
me-or-them decisions.

“About seven miles offshore, we 
encountered four teens on a broken 
jet ski,” he said. “We alerted the Coast 
Guard about a stranded personal craft. 
We were asked to render assistance. 
That was a real ethical dilemma because 
I was worried about our own safety. But 
we began towing the jet ski in while the 
Coast Guard kept us monitored about 
the path of the storm. It hit as we ar-
rived at the Port Sanilac harbor.”

There was a show of appreciation 
for the Brills. One of the young men 

steered them toward a local restaurant 
where the heroes could eat their fill and 
charge the bill to him. They ate their 
fill but the restaurant never heard from 
guy. 

Almost the only mess that came 
aboard for the journey was a case of 
clam chowder. “I no longer eat it,” 
Brill commented about his post-voyage 
menu. Each time they berthed in a port, 
they ate like there was no tomorrow, 
almost everything with the exception of 
clam chowder.

The rough weather and water 
continued as the Brills moved 
across and above Saginaw Bay. 

The leg to Mackinac Island would take 
32 hours.

“I am now a firm believer in a 
mother’s intuition,” Brill said. “It 
seemed like at the height of a tense 
moment, the cell phone would ring. It 
happened at Pele Point and during the 
towing job. Either my wife had a sense 
that something was going on or we had 
a heck of a lot of tense moments. My 
wife would ask if everything was OK. 
The short answer was ‘No.’ And we had 
to disconnect. You can imagine the 
anxiety at the other end of the call.”

Brill, in his voracious reading to 
prepare himself, learned that veteran 
seamen never say things are going well. 
“You are supposedly tempting fate,” he 
said. “Nature can be cold, indifferent, 
and deadly. “It is not the stereotype of 
a warm grandmother who makes hot 
chocolate and cherry pie. When things 
are going OK, you accept it and silently 
go about your business.

“Of course, when things are chal-
lenging, there is often little you can do 
about it anyway,” he said.

Exhausted, the crew reached Mack-
inac City and, as usual, encountered its 
share of hurdles to safely tying up. The 
Brills moored too tightly against a steel 
pier, not a good move, especially when a 
large ferry plowed by, kicking up a siz-
able series of waves. The surf rammed 
the tug into the pier, forcing the crew 

Todd stands atop the pilot house as the boat heads through the west end of
 Lake Erie.

Brill
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to cut their way loose and find a safer, 
calmer harbor. When St. Ignace failed to 
fill the bill, the Finch found safe haven 
at Mackinac Island.

The next morning, and once into 
Lake Michigan, it would be all down-
hill, they thought, assuming some good 
fortune would come from the fact that 
this was the first time the 80-year-old 
craft had sampled those waters.

The highlight was a prize-winning 
photo of the tug looking up at the Big 
Mac as it passed under the bridge. 

Heading “downbound” as the Big 
Lakers say, Brill sensed trouble: “I had 
the creeping feeling that some serious 
weather was brewing as we came past 
Beaver Island.”

They encountered the largest waves 
on the trip in the vicinity of Grand 
Traverse Bay, and the tug began facing 
what Brill called “serious chop, really 
serious chop,” especially bad because 
the crew was “bushed.”

Brill pointed the tug toward Le-
land, only to find its harbor full of huge 
sailboats that had taken part in a major 
race and were seeking shelter from the 
same maelstrom that the Brills were 
facing. “Trying to maneuver inside that 
harbor with the tug reminded me of a 
bowling ball seeking pins to hit,” he 
said. “It was like me trying to maneuver 
a semi through downtown Kalamazoo.”

The modern version of “No Room 
at the Inn” sent the Finch back out 
into the fury. “We actually rode better 
into the waves,” he said, “but I tried to 
convey to my sons that I was not wor-
ried. Isn’t that what a good captain is 
supposed to do?” What faced the Brills 
at that time was another one of those 
testy come-abouts, a broadside into the 
waves so that the journey south could 
continue.

Throughout the night and into the 
next morning, the tug plowed toward 
the Sleeping Bear Dunes. “That’s sup-
posed to be one of the most beautiful 
parts of Michigan,” he said. “Not that 
day. In our state of exhaustion, every-
thing looked black and white.
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“I seriously considered calling 
the whole thing off,” Brill admitted. 
“We were so totally tired, the thought 
crossed my mind to run the Atticus 
Finch on to the beach and stretch out 
on the sand.”

The Brills persevered, reaching 
Frankfort, a somewhat calm 
port of call, for a full meal and 

a bit of rest from the tempest. They 
ultimately decided the show must go 
on despite their weariness, so they kept 
chugging for another 30 hours, hoping 
to put space between them and the ugly 
weather.

Home beckoned them, but Mother 
Nature would take one more crack at 
the Atticus Finch. Blaring from the 
radio came yet another severe-storm 
warning — thunder, lightning and �0-
mph winds. “Get off the lake,” came the 
advice.

“We were three hours to shore and 
five hours north of St. Joseph,” he said. 
“We decided to go for it because there 
was no use to run for shore. It was due 
in an hour, coming out of the north-
west. Fortunately, the storm stayed 
behind us. We only caught the heavy 
seas at the edge.”

The Finch arrived at the St. Joseph 

harbor at 1 a.m. on July 24 and parked 
for the night by the railroad bridge. It 
would be best to navigate the river to 
reach the slip in daylight.

As with their departure 10 days 
earlier from the tip of Lake Erie, nearly 
400 gallons of diesel fuel and $1,�00 
in expenses later, there were people at 

the dock watching the Finch come in. 
“It was like being at the No. 1 tee in a 
golf tournament with all of the play-
ers watching you,” Brill said. It was a 
perfect landing, the appropriate ending 
for the perfect storms the Great Lakes 
tossed their way.

As if the Atticus Finch issued a sign 
of relief shortly after arrival, while in its 
home port, its engine blew a rod. Brill 
shivers at the thought of that happening 
when faced by Big Lake furies.

“I had two great crew members 
who never complained once,” Brill said. 
“Jackson did a great job of relieving 
stress through his humor right in the 
middle of the tensest of times. Todd was 
always on top of every situation, a real 
workhorse. We kept to our tasks as best 
we could.” 

As an afterthought, he added: “My 
job was to deliver the illusion that ev-
erything was all right.”

Epilogue

It’s almost as if “The Atticus Finch” 
knew it must give everything it had 
to deliver its precious cargo. After 

all, the Brill family had rescued it from 
an ignominious end. 

After traveling 1,000 miles through 

“I seriously 

considered 

calling the whole 

thing off,” Brill ad-

mitted. “We were so 

totally tired, the 

thought crossed 

my mind to run the 

Atticus Finch on 

to the beach and 

stretch out on 

the sand.”

Brill
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three Great Lakes, the Finch rested for 
a couple months, docked to her berth at 
Brian’s Marina in St. Joseph. 

That October, she was started up 
for the first time since the voyage to 
move her to a more protected slip for 
the winter. Only 20 feet away from the 
dock, a rod cracked in the 1941 diesel 
engine, and she had to be towed to the 
new slip. 

“As depressing as this was,” Brill 
said, “the fact that the tug carried us 
the whole distance just before expir-
ing made us feel oddly fortunate. The 
engine has to be hauled out by a crane, 
and the rebuilding is going to be expen-
sive. The plan is to have the work done 
by 2008.”

After the adventure, son Todd 
returned to his duties as an elk-hunt-
ing guide in Idaho. In the spring and 
summer he served as an instructor at 
Royal Tine Guiding and Packing School 
in Montana. Just before heading west, 
Todd bought a boat to enter the char-
ter-fishing business on Lake Michigan 
in the near future. It is appropriately 
named “The Bad Influence.”

Jackson re-enrolled at Northern 
Michigan University in Marquette 
where he is now in his senior year. Out 
of his apartment window, he can hear 
the cold waters of Lake Superior calling.

Rick, the boat’s owner, resumed 
his teaching duties at Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College, filling his week-
ends with tasks to finish the interior of 
the tug while saving more than a few 
bucks for the upcoming engine repairs. 
He has also been writing a book on the 
voyage that he hopes to complete by 
next year, before a future journey to 
Lake Superior. When he heads off to 
that 1926 birthplace of the tug, he an-
ticipates that this time his wife, Nova, 
and son, Israel, will join the crew. 

Tom Thinnes is a grants officer and 
director of public information at Kalama-
zoo Valley Community College. He has 
written for Encore since the magine’s first 
edition in the fall of 1973.
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OR OVER 26 YEARS, Judy Moore has kept pace 
with the local business, educational and com-
munity scene via her key roles at the Kalamazoo 

Regional Chamber of Commerce. Currently 
executive vice president of the Chamber, she is also 
the executive director of Leadership Kalamazoo, a 
vibrant community leadership development program 
she helped establish in 198�. 

Moore and her late husband, John, moved to Kal-
amazoo in March of 196� when John, an ex-Navy pilot, 
was offered a position at Kal-Aero by long-time friend, 
John Ellis. The two men became friends while they 
were both serving a tour of duty in Virginia Beach, Va. 

FF When Moore got out of the Navy, he began working 
in insurance sales. “We had already bought a house in 
Virginia Beach and had planned to stay,” Judy recalls. 
“We loved it there, but when my John attempted to sell 
John Ellis an insurance policy, Ellis talked him into 
coming to Kal-Aero to sell airplanes instead.” 

When her two children were age 8 and 11, Moore 
switched gears from fulltime mom, dedicated volunteer 
and occasional teacher’s aide to juggling part-time offi ce 
support jobs for Kelly Services. She found the variety of 
administrative tasks enlightening, building on the skills 
she had acquired during her college years at Iowa State 

 Leaders Learn More 
From Judy Moore

Motivated by the opportunity to help others get involved in the community, Judy Moore says she sees each 
year as different and exciting. 

  By P.L. Mindock

Photo: P.L. Mindock

Judy Moore
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University. In 19�9, she decided to tackle 
a full-time career. 

“I still highly recommend tempo-
rary services like Kelly to anyone who 
is trying to find a job niche,” she notes. 
“Temporary work enables you to explore 
so many different job sites. You can learn 
which work environments you do not 
like and eventually find one that suits 
you.” Moore knew she would fit best into 
a community-oriented, active workplace, 

and she found a focus for her effort at the 
Chamber of Commerce, hired while Tom 
Welch was at the helm of Kalamazoo’s 
business advocacy organization. 

Her first position at the Chamber 
was as the assistant to Sue McKay, direc-
tor of the Consumer Business Bureau, 
an operation similar to that of the Better 
Business Bureau (BBB). “My job was to 
answer consumer complaint calls, direct 
them to resources, or provide education-
al feedback in terms of how they might 

best handle their situation,” she says. 
Judy’s calm, competent demeanor was 
well suited to diffusing the emotions that 
would run high at times. “The toughest 
calls were those from brides who lost 
their dresses when a bridal shop sud-
denly closed and the numerous automo-
bile repair complaints.” Moore adds that 
a large majority of the concerns were 
amicably resolved when the complainant 
took the time to talk one-on-one with 

the manager of the business. 
The local Consumer Business Bureau 

closed its operations in the early 1980s 
and the BBB office in Grand Rapids took 
over mediation services for all of west 
Michigan. Moore then began work as 
assistant to the president, Tom Welch. 
When he left the Chamber, she became 
interim executive director for a year dur-
ing the search for a permanent replace-
ment. Mark V’Soske came on board in 
1982, and a few years later, in 1986, he, 

Moore, and a small group of Chamber 
board members and community lead-
ers worked together to form Leadership 
Kalamazoo. 

20 Years and Counting

Moore humbly discounts her 
role in helping to focus the 
efforts of Leadership Kalama-

zoo (LK) over the past two decades, but 
she has always been quietly in the fore-
front, along with the founders, which, 
at the time, included the likes of Dick 
Wright of the United Way, Darrell Jones 
from WMU and Glen Smith of what was 
then American National Bank. 

“Many people sat around their 
boardroom tables, day after day, ask-
ing themselves: ‘Who is going to lead 
the community when we are tired, or 
retired?’” Moore quips. “We all realized 
the need to train new community lead-
ers, and that was the seed of Leader-
ship Kalamazoo.” The local movers and 
shakers tapped into a national leadership 
association with over 300 programs affil-
iated, using the closest — the Indianapo-
lis leadership program — as a template. 
The organizational team and Leadership 
Kalamazoo’s advisory board in 1986 read 
like a “Who’s Who” of Kalamazoo, i.e. 
Coby Chalmers, Wen Chao Chen, Louise 
Dunbar, Jim Gregart, Diether Haenicke, 
Caroline Ham Todd, Dave Hatfield, Jud 
Knapper, Marian Klein, Blaine Lam, 
Dick St. John, Moses Walker and Sid 
Williams, to name a few. 

It is emphatically stressed that the 
program, funded by the Kalamazoo 
Regional Chamber Foundation, goes well 
beyond the Kalamazoo city base that the 
name implies. Interested candidates are 
accepted from all of southwest Michigan, 
including many from Portage, Battle 
Creek, Mattawan, Three Rivers, Plainwell 
and other nearby towns. “I’ve always 
wanted to be able to take each Leader-
ship class up in an airplane for their first 
session, fly over Kalamazoo County, and 
ask, ‘Do you see any boundaries? Do you 
see where Portage starts and Kalamazoo 

(above) Members of Leadership Kalamazoo class of 1996 formed small groups to discuss issues during 
the fall retreat held at the Kellogg Biological Station conference center.

(opposite page) Local artist Don Marek presents Judy Moore with an original watercolor of downtown 
Kalamazoo in commemoration of her 25 years of service at the Chamber of Commerce. 
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ends, or any township lines?’ The answer would be, ‘no.’ 
That’s the way we need to think of this region, as one com-
munity,” Moore points out.

As executive director of Leadership Kalamazoo, Judy 
is attempting to quantify the collective impact the program 
has had in its many spin-off benefits to the community 
at large. “There are over 600 graduates of our program, 
approximately 400 of whom still live here, using the skills 
they learned to make this region a stronger, more vital 
place in which to live,” she notes. “It’s so difficult to mea-
sure, to sum up their contributions in a concise fashion. 
Our graduates have run for local or state governmental of-
fices, like Sandy Lipsey, plus five out of seven of the current 
Kalamazoo City commissioners are graduates of Leader-
ship Kalamazoo. They also serve on nonprofit boards, men-
tor students, and serve schools, churches, governmental 
boards and commissions.” 

Moore feels the program helps local leaders look at 
issues from a broader perspective, taking into account the 
regional and global implications of their actions. “They 
interact closely with a diverse group of other people for a 
10-month period of time and begin to understand what an 
asset diversity is to a community. Graduates come away 
with a better knowledge of how every issue we face relates 
to other issues —for example, how education, poverty, 
criminal justice and health care are interrelated and affect 
each other.” One of the aims of the Leadership Kalamazoo 

When accounting firm Yeo & Yeo hosted a Young Professionals event, 
it included having the YPs demonstrate their yo-yo skills.

Moore
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organizers is that every graduate who 
takes a position on a nonprofit board or 
governmental advisory board will bring 
a similar set of skills to the table, ones 
that will help individual entities work 
through conflict to achieve consen-
sus and collaboration. “That’s the best 
outcome for which we can hope,” Moore 
states. 

What makes Leadership Kalamazoo 
different from other initiatives? “It is the 
level of commitment,” Moore says. “Lo-
cal leadership programs are the common 
denominator, and individuals who par-
ticipate in them are generally committed 
to being involved in the community and 
working toward a better future.”

Retirement? Bah!

A prime example of local involve-
ment, Moore retains a positive 
and energetic outlook as she 

seriously contemplates partial retire-
ment. She currently serves on the board 
of the Michigan Nonprofit Association, 
and is president-elect of the Rotary Club 
of Kalamazoo. In her role as executive 
vice president at the Chamber, she’s also 
the team leader for Business and Com-
munity Development Programs. During 
her two-and-a-half decades with the 
organization, Moore also graduated from 
the U.S. Chamber Institute for Organiza-
tion Management at Notre Dame. While 
she may officially “retire” from her daily 
work schedule at the Chamber next year, 
don’t expect to find her in a rocking 
chair on her front porch. 

“I can’t imagine just walking out 
the door and not doing anything,” she 
muses. “That would be too much of a 
drastic change from the pace, the hours 
and the intensity with which I’ve worked 
for so many years, so a phasing out is 
fine. I want to stay involved in something 
I care about.”

Moore adds that she has done her 
homework, talking to many retired 
friends in recent years. “One thing I note 
consistently is, if they love retirement, 
it’s because they now have time to do 
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something they enjoy,” she says. “They 
have a passion about something.” Moore 
had made plans to retire in May, but 
when former president John Long left for 
his new position in Florida, she agreed 
to stay on board for a while. “We didn’t 
know if the incoming president would 
want to restructure the number-two 
position here at the Chamber. I felt that 
they should have the opportunity and 
flexibility to customize the job descrip-
tion and hire someone before I left.” 

Why doesn’t she get tired of working 
within the same organization for almost 
30 years? Such longevity is almost 
unheard of in modern business practice. 
“Every year with Leadership Kalamazoo 
is different and it’s exciting to meet each 
new group of people,” Moore says. “I also 
get the chance to know them fairly well 
during the 10 months we’re together. 
More than that, I get to see a small 
sampling of how each person might get 
involved in our community. That’s so 
rewarding. I also learn so much every 
year from the class, because they’re such 
a diverse group, often representing new 
organizations. How could you not be 
energized by that?” Moore states that 

According to its mission state-
ment, Leadership Kalamazoo “develops 
individuals who will become engaged 
and action-oriented leaders.” Denise 
Posie, Pastor of Immanuel Christian 
Reformed Church in Kalamazoo and a 
third generation preacher in her family, 
embodies that spirit. “The core values 
of this program fall in line with who 
I am and give me the opportunity to 
broaden and expand my own leader-
ship development,” she states. Posie is 
currently vice chair-elect of the Leader-
ship Advisory Council. “As a newcomer 
to the Kalamazoo area, the program 
provided an avenue for connecting and 
getting to know people here. I was able 
to move beyond my church network to 
meet individuals from corporate, gov-
ernment, the criminal justice system, 
nonprofit and education backgrounds.”  

Posie moved to Kalamazoo in 1999 
from Columbia, S.C., upon graduation 
from seminary. She is a native Detroi-
ter. Her personal passion is a focus on 

multicultural-
ism, and she 
facilitates on-
going discus-
sions regarding 
understanding, 
identifying 
and eliminat-
ing racism, 
and how to 
celebrate di-
versity. “Work-
ing toward 
common goals, 
learning about 
other cultures, 
and valuing 
individual gifts 
help create a 
healthy com-
munity,” she 
stresses. 

Denise Posie 
Lauds Leadership 
Kalamazoo

Denise Posey

Moore

�4 E N C O R E  •  O C T O B E R  2 0 0 6



Hospice Care of Southwest Michigan 

25 years of caring for our community 

Life’s journey presents a different road for each of us. 
We understand. 

269.345.0273Talk to us. 

“One of my aims in life, particu-
larly in my work with young people, is 
to help them see their own God-given 
gifts and reach their potential. Leader-
ship Kalamazoo is a wonderful asset 
for understanding and identifying 
socio-economic issues. Reducing pov-
erty through education and economic 
opportunities are needs in which the 
faith community interconnects with 
the broader community.”

Working closely with others on a 
monthly basis in Leadership Kalama-
zoo classes, Posie went beyond merely 
meeting new people. “Now, I can not 
only put faces with the names, I know 
their dreams and their skills within 
their respective organizations. I can ask 
them for assistance, and they can turn 
to me as well.” Posie was in the Lead-
ership Kalamazoo class that started 
three days after September 11, 2001. 
“She, along with two others from the 
faith community in the class that year, 
helped us stay centered while being 
heavily distracted by that devastating 
world event,” program executive direc-
tor Judy Moore remembers. 

Posie’s corporate business back-
ground is also a plus for her Leader-
ship Kalamazoo activities. Before 
accepting her call to full-time ministry, 
she worked for many years in both 
administration and marketing at the 
General Motors Research Laboratories 
and International Business Machines 
(IBM). Posie is active in the Northside 
Ministerial Alliance and on the board 
of Hospice of Southwest Michigan. 
Along with her duties as vice chair of 
the Leadership Kalamazoo Advisory 
Council, she serves on the Member Ser-
vices committee.“I hope that my work 
with Leadership Kalamazoo will enable 
others to learn new ways of creating 
diversity and supporting it within their 
organizations,” Posie says. “That’s an 
on-going challenge. I believe to truly 
celebrate diversity, we must move be-
yond an attitude of tolerance to respect, 
sensitivity and appreciation.” 
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Chad True Makes the 
Most of Kalamazoo Area 
Young Professionals

when she finally gives up the executive 
vice president portion of her title at the 
Chamber, she will remain as executive 
director of the Leadership program and 
“ease into retirement.” Her target date to 
do that is January 200�.

 
Honorary OP for the YPs 

People are always asking me: 
‘When are you going to start an 
OP (older professional) group?’” 

Moore says with a wry chuckle. Along 
with Sheri Welsh, President of Welsh 
and Associates, Moore recently put 
together a fledgling organization fondly 
called the YPs. The formal name is the 
Kalamazoo Area Young Profession-
als (KAYP), and the group connects 
through networking, professional 
development and personal growth op-
portunities. “I’m the OP in the group 
— the older professional,” Moore 
explains. “It’s extremely motivating to 

Chad True enjoys winding down 
with his personal network after a hard 
day’s work — spending time relaxing 
with his friends. A recruiter for OnStaff 
USA, True is also sold on the value of 
professional networking. “Anytime you 
interact with someone from a differ-
ent work environment, you get a new 
perspective, new ideas and you learn,” 
he says. True is also an active member 
of the Kalamazoo Area Young Profes-
sionals (KAYP). True, a steering com-
mittee member, says building personal 
and professional networks is the basic 
premise behind the KAYP, which bills 
itself as an organization dedicated to 
“jazzing” members about the Kalama-
zoo region. A Libertyville, Ill., native, 
True first became involved with a 
smaller group of YPs in Naperville, 
about 2� minutes west of Chicago. “It 
was a vibrant group, teaching us how 
to be professionals while we learned 
about the community and had fun at 
the same time,” he says.

Chamber staff members Ross Hamilton and Rhonda Freedman appreciate the insights Judy Moore 
shares with them.

“
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Call

323-9333
and ask

how.

Visit
PortagePrinting.com

to SEE HOW.

Your posters should

LOOK BETTER
than theirs.

1116 West Centre Avenue • Portage, MI 49024

The KAYP program has a simi-
lar focus to the group True joined in 
Naperville, which was recently named 
one of the top places in the country to 
live and work. When True left his job 
there in sales at D.B. Aviation to move 
back to Kalamazoo earlier this year 
(he’s a WMU alumnus with degrees in 
finance and aviation administration), a 
Naperville resident said, “If you want 
to know what Naperville was like about 
five to seven years ago, look at Kalama-
zoo.” True was excited by the potential. 
“When I graduated from Western in 
2001, downtown Kalamazoo was just 
beginning to roll out the revitalization 
plans,” he notes. “It’s fascinating to see 
those plans come to fruition and (to 
see) the exciting transformation that 
has occurred in just five years.” 

So, if there’s a new kid in town, the 
welcome mat is out, along with an op-
portunity to connect with other young 
business persons through networking, 
professional development and personal 
growth opportunities. “Comparing 
growing downtowns like Naperville or 
Ann Arbor, Kalamazoo now has one 
with similar trendy clubs and restau-
rants,” True adds. “The nightlife is 
booming, and there are so many other 
good places to eat or to access enter-
tainment spread throughout Kalama-
zoo, Portage and the surrounding area. 
Professionals and students who move 
here from Detroit, Chicago and other 
big cities are amazed.” 

On a personal level, True says he 
is enjoying exploring life in Kalamazoo 
beyond college. “As WMU students, 
we would always talk about how we 
had to get out of this small town and 
move to a big city,” he recalls. “Due to 
my involvement with the KAYP, I’ve 
gained a new perspective on the region, 
its economics, growth potential and 
volunteer opportunities. I realize this 
area has a great deal to offer.” 

If you’re a YP and want to get  
connected, contact Judy Moore at  
381-4000, or check the website: 
 kazoochamber.com. 
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Great Lakes Vein Center
Great Lakes Cardiovascular Thoracic Surgery

George J. Mack DO, FACOS
7901 Twelfth St., Suite 201

Portage, MI 49024

Call Now For FREE Initial Vein Consultation.

(269)372-8687
www.greatlakesveincenter.com

be in a room full of young, high energy 
people.” 

Mentoring young leaders has al-
ways been near and dear to Judy’s heart. 
So, two years ago, Moore and Welsh 
attended a national leadership confer-
ence in Tucson, Ariz., and learned what 
others were doing to get young profes-
sionals involved in their communities. 
They learned of similar groups operat-
ing in Grand Rapids, Holland and Mus-
kegon. Some were attached to Cham-
bers; others were not. Organizers knew 
that employers often find it difficult 
to recruit and retain good employees. 
An active young professionals network 
is intended to make younger employ-
ees who move to smaller cities feel “at 
home” and eliminate the misconception 
that, to be successful, you must live in a 
large urban center. 

Those between ages 22 and 39 are 
targeted to join KAYP, and a steering 
committee of YPs oversees the program-
ming. “Our YP members feel a need 
to get plugged in, through volunteer-
ing, recreation and cultural activi-
ties,” Moore notes. “They may meet as 
a group at the Air Zoo, go to a Kings 
game, or plan other fun networking ses-
sions at local restaurants, because many 
members work in isolated situations. 
They enjoy the chance to meet people 
their own age who work in different 
businesses. Most want professional 
development opportunities, too.” Topics 
for those meetings have ranged from 
“Secrets of a CEO” to personal financial 
planning. “They continue to plan a mix 
of activity that gets them out, lets them 
network and also introduces them to 
places or activities that they may not 
know exist here,” Moore adds. 

She also calls it “a treat” to work 
with the group. “These talented, young 
professionals are the future,” she says. 
“KAYP is targeted to meet their needs, 
but it also can act as a recruiting and 
retention tool for area employers. New 
employees find out this is a great place 
to work and live. We plan to help them 
get more involved in the community and 
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gain more creative input.”
Moore says the KAYP members 

themselves are the best recruiters, not 
only for the local group’s growth but 
also for the region, as they invite friends 
or relatives to visit or spread the word 
about area job opportunities. Moore 
gives the credit for the KAYP group’s 
success to its enthusiastic membership. 
For example, to publicize the initial 
meeting, the word was spread via e-mail 
along informal personal workplace or 
friend-to-friend networks. Held at the 
Union, downtown, a few dozen people 
were expected, but over 200 showed up. 
“That was simply tremendous,” Moore 
says. “After almost two years, we seem 
to have a large core group of regulars, 
and we see new faces coming all the 
time.” 

Moore also notices the young 
professionals group branching out to 
bring new energy into the long-standing 
Leadership Kalamazoo program as well. 
“We are receiving more applications 
from that mid-20s to 30-something age 
group, and in one of our classes, we had 
an age spread from 24 to �4,” she adds. 
“With this diversity in age comes dif-
ferences in political views, values and 
approaches to everyday challenges. It is 
wonderful to watch the interactions of a 
class with such diverse input, as well as 
the unlikely friendships that develop.”

Leadership is a quality that can 
be learned as long as there are strong 
personal examples to follow. It also helps 
to have a core curriculum available, such 
as the skill sets provided by Leader-
ship Kalamazoo. The multigenerational 
impact that Judy Moore’s leadership has 
made, for the YPs and the OPs (and those 
in between) will be sending out ripples 
locally, regionally — and beyond — for 
many years to come.   

P.L. Mindock is a former broadcast 
journalist who now offers professional 
voice talent and feature-writing services. 
Mindock currently serves as vice president 
for InterCom and president of the Richland 
Community Library Board of Trustees.
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ARTbreak — Enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics 
including: “Brent Spink: Painting Nature,” 
Oct. 10; “Vasya,” Oct. 1�; “Hans Hofmann: 
Artist/Teacher, Teacher/Artist,” Oct. 24; 
“Skeletons From the Vault,” Oct. 31. Bring a 
lunch to these 12:1� sessions. 
Art & All That Jazz — This informal event 
combines great art with live music and free 
beverages and hors d’oeuvres. November 3, 
�–� p.m.
Sunday Funday: “The Big Draw” — Do 
you like to draw, or maybe just doodle? 
Come create your own drawings, see draw-
ings by famous American artists and meet 
Nick Mahmat, storyteller and artist. Oct. 8, 
2–4 p.m.
“Explore Egypt and Egyptian Art” — The 
Kalamazoo Art League presents this illus-
trated lecture that examines the myths, re-
alities and arts and crafts of ancient Egypt. 
Oct. 11, 9:30–11 a.m.
Teen Halloween — Teens, participate in a 
live adaptation of some of the darkest poems 
and stories of Edgar Allen Poe, a costume 
contest, and a masquerade dance featuring a 
live DJ. Oct. 28, �–9:30 p.m.

Miscellaneous

Art Hop — View the works of local artists 
in a casual, fun atmosphere. Local venues/
galleries in downtown Kalamazoo. Novem-
ber 3, �–� p.m. 342-�0�9.

Literary Events
Kalamazoo Public Library 
553-7809:

Dunuya Drum and Dance — Listen and 
dance to the rhythms of West Africa with 
a band led by a local musician; learn about 
the geography, history, and culture of West 
Africa. All ages. Eastwood branch, 1112 
Gayle Ave. Oct. 10, 6:30 p.m. 
Writing Your Life Stories — Learn how to 
spin your own tall tales, choose good sub-
jects, shape interesting stories, and reveal 
strategies to keep you writing! Eastwood 
branch, 1112 Gayle Ave. Oct. 14, 1–4 p.m. 

Meet Author Sarah Stewart and Author/
Illustrator David Small — Hear about 
David’s collaboration with Senator Ted 
Kennedy on “My Senator and Me.” Family 
program. KPL, 31� S Rose St. Oct. 16, � p.m.
Classics Revisited — Learn what makes 
a book a classic, featuring a discussion on 
“Their Eyes Were Watching God.” KPL, 31� 
S. Rose St. Oct. 19, � p.m.

Museums
Kalamazoo Valley Museum 
373-7990:

Removal of the Potawatomi — Learn 
about the attempt to remove the Potawatomi 
from their homes in southwest Michigan, 
from the early treaties ceding their land to 
the United States to the military campaign 
to round up the Indians. Oct. 8, 1:30 p.m.
Chemistry Day — Discover chemistry 
found in your home with local chemists 
from the Kalamazoo section of the Ameri-
can Chemical Society. Oct. 14, 12–4 p.m.
Safe Halloween — Enjoy free Planetarium 
shows, hands-on optical illusions and ani-
mation. Oct. 28, 11 a.m.–3 p.m.
Festival of Arts — Local artists share their 
methods for making crafts following the 
Holiday Parade.

Air Zoo 382-6555:

Strategic Reconnaissance Symposium 
— This two-day event focuses on various 
aspects of the SR-�1 and reconnaissance 
called “View From On High: Strategic Re-
connaissance in the Cold War.” Oct. 6 & �. 
Visit www.airzoo.org for more details.

Nature
Kalamazoo Nature Center 
381-1574

Bonkers for Bats! — Come learn about 
bats! Play batty games, make a batty craft 
and even read a batty story! Dress to take 
a short hike outside. Kids 3–� w/caregiver. 
Oct. 14, 9:30–11 a.m.

Fall Color Hike — Take a hike to one of 
KNC’s best fall color vistas and learn about 
the beautiful fall leaves. Oct. 1�, 2 p.m.
Pumpkin Party — Carve pumpkins to 
light the trail during our Creatures of the 
Night Celebration!  KNC supplies the tools, 
pumpkins and space to get a little messy!  
Fun for all ages.  Oct. 18, 3–� p.m.
Creatures of the Night Celebration 
— Walk through the arboretum at twilight 
and meet interesting nighttime creatures 
along the way. This non-scary alternative to 
Halloween offers an unusual glimpse into 
the natural world after dark. Kids 12 and 
under. Oct. 21, 4–� p.m.

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo 
345-6541

The Search for the Ivory-billed Wood-
pecker — Caleb Putnam discusses this 
elusive bird. People’s Church, 1��8 N. 10th 
St. Oct. 23, �:30 p.m. 
Hall-OWL-een Walk — Visit Kleinstuck 
Preserve to look for owls, flying squirrels 
and other night creatures. Meet at � p.m. 
at the Chevy Chase entrance to Kleinstuck 
Preserve. Oct. 24. 488-4326.

(Continued from page 35)

Poetry anyone? How about 
shar ing your verse wi th       
Kalamazoo-area readers? 
Please submit a short per-
sonal profile to accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com
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 Forked branches from the witch-hazel tree were 
used as a divining rod; when held over a mineral or 
water source, the branch would supposedly bend 
downward indicating a fi nd! The name “witch-hazel” 
suggests magical powers and likely originated from 
the divining powers associated with the branches. 
Found throughout the lower peninsula, the aromatic 
oil extracted from the leaves, twigs and bark of this 
slow-growing tree have been used in medicines, eye 
washes, liniments, and in salves for burns, insect 
bites, and poison ivy rashes. Growing only to about
30 feet high, the thin trunks are often crooked; the 
small oval-to-round leaves have a pointed or rounded 
tip and an irregular, wavy margin. The tree fl owers
in autumn, with fruit (seed capsules) developing
the following summer and maturing in autumn.
The ripened fruit can split open and shoot seeds
up to 40 feet from the parent tree and land just
about anywhere!!

Answer!
Out on a Limb

(question on p. 10)
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Guess
WHO

 When Ann Rohrbaugh arrived in Kalamazoo 

to enroll in Western Michigan University’s gradu-

ate program in librarianship, she never thought she 

would be making a lifetime decision.

Some 30 years later, the director of the Kalamazoo Public 

Library still calls this community home, along with husband Brian 

Kastman, and their two children — their son is a sophomore at 

Western and their daughter is a senior at Loy Norrix High School.

Rohrbaugh majored in library science at Clarion University 

of Pennsylvania in her home state before coming to Southwest 

Michigan to continue her studies. She has a pair of master’s from 

Western; the second in library administration.

One of the library’s main programs is Ready to Read, based on 

research that shows children learn to read easier if they are read to 

regularly, beginning at birth. It began in 199� through Healthy Fu-

tures, a countywide initiative that connects people and resources 

to improve health and well-being. 

Early readiness to read helps prepare children for future success 

in school and employment. Ready to Read promotes reading aloud to 

families with children from birth to fi ve years, particularly those at 

risk. One of its most popular fund-raising events is the annual Great 

Grown-Up Spelling Bee that raises nearly $20,000 each year to pur-

chase books for children. This year’s event is booked for November.

When she’s not been a part of the spell-down fun and games, 

Rohrbaugh, a 30-year veteran of the American Library Association, 

has served on the state association’s governing board. She has been 

secretary/treasurer of the Southwest Michigan Library Cooperative 

and is currently involved in the Loy Norrix High School Parent 

Advisory Council, the Norrix Booster Club, and the steering com-

mittee for the school’s Project Graduation.

Rohrbaugh tries to read at least two books a week, even those 

that might be as long as Margaret Mitchell’s “Gone With the Wind.”

Answer To

Ann Rohrbaugh
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What is your dream for our community? For more than 80 years, the Kalamazoo

Community Foundation has been helping individuals, families and organizations invest

in the charitable causes they care about most. We can help you make a difference.

The new IRA Charitable Rollover passed by Congress allows anyone age 70 and a half or

older to make an outright gift from their IRA of up to $100,000 a year to a qualified

charity without first claiming it as income and being taxed. Call us about creating a

charitable fund through the Kalamazoo Community Foundation that enables you to turn

this opportunity into a legacy of giving.

To learn more about the many ways the Kalamazoo Community Foundation can help

make your charitable dreams for our community come true, call (269) 381-4416.

What’s your dream for our community?

Give online at www.kalfound.org
The Kalamazoo Community Foundation offers you this secure and easy way to give 

to the causes you care about most using your Visa or Mastercard. 

“I hope to leave a legacy of giving.”



The one and only...

Your Imaging Leader.

KNI/Southwest Mighigan Imaging  . 1700 Gull Road  . Kalamazoo, MI 49048  . (269) 342-1099  . www.kniimaging.com

First MRI in the region. First to go filmless.

First to be JCAHO accredited. First to

transmit images over the internet. Virtually

every MRI advance in Southwestern

Michigan has been pioneered by KNI. Now

serving the region at two locations,

including the new NeuroInstitute of

Southwest Michigan, KNI brings you the

first and only open MR magnet in the

region. Improved comfort for patients.

Great diagnostic information for physicians.

Philips Panorama 1.0T MR system


