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Wealth management isn’t about being in the market.  
It’s about being in the know.
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Financial Security from Generation to Generation

Everyone wants to be in the know. But 

what does that mean for an investor? 

For clients of Greenleaf Trust, at least, it 

means a comprehensive and smartly  

constructed wealth management plan 

that has both the fundamental soundness 

for long-term growth and the liquidity 

and flexibility for short-term tactical 

shifts. It means insightful analysis and 

intelligent strategy—and not just the 

moment’s emotion—will form the basis 

of critical decisions. It means taking the 

splintered assets that often comprise 

one’s wealth and giving them a  

purposeful, synergistic direction.  

So don’t just be in the market; be in the 

competent, client-centric hands of 

Greenleaf Trust. It’s a better place to be. 

Call us or visit greenleaftrust.com, and 

we’ll help you get there.
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DESCRIPTION   Our Positivity Is Showing

LIVE 7.375" x 9.875"
TRIM 8.125" x 10.625"
BLEED 9" x 11.5"
MEDIA

COLOR CMYK
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bronsonhealth.com/top100hospital

You may not have heard of the Malcolm Baldrige Award 
or the Magnet Designation for nursing excellence. 
But if you’re looking for some of the top healthcare 
professionals in the nation to take care of you, these 

distinctions are proof positive that Bronson is where you’ll fi nd them. Today, it 
brings us great pleasure to share the latest Positivity news—Bronson is one of the
Top 100 hospitals in the nation. To earn this distinction, the quality of care has to 
be consistently excellent  and Thomson Reuters’ review proves that it is. 

ONCE AGAIN, OUR 
POSITIVITY
IS SHOWING.
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Itzhak Perlman

We Are ThisClose to Ending Polio.

Polio still cripples thousands of children
around the world. With your help, we can wipe

this disease off the face of the earth forever.
Visit rotary.org/endpolio to help.

END POLIO NOW
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SEE, TASTE & TOUCH
THE POSSIBILITIES WITH THE

SCHOLTEN DIFFERENCE

Call Dan to learn how 
you can experience 
luxury living at an 
affordable price.

Visit our Showroom
1728 S. Westnedge Ave.

(269) 345-1166
scholtenkitchenandbath.com

POLIO. Most people of my generation can hark back to the scary 

times of the 1950s when the fear of the poliovirus kept many 

children out of swimming pools and away from other activities. 

We also recall the great breakthrough when, in 1955, Jonas Salk 

successfully mass-produced an effective polio 

vaccine for the first time. Soon after, we lined 

up in school gymnasiums for our vaccina-

tions. Thankfully, for us, the nightmare of 

poliomyelitis was ended and we would never 

have to worry about it again — or would we?

As with many other medical advances, 

the benefits have not been evenly spread 

amongst the world’s population. So, 55 years 

after Jonas Salk’s great breakthrough, polio 

continues to infect, cripple and kill children in other parts of the 

world. Through September of this year there have been 682 cases of 

polio in 17 countries, primarily in Africa and south central Asia. 

The plight of these children has not gone unnoticed. In fact, 

health officials worldwide are in the home stretch of the largest inter-

nationally coordinated public-health project ever known. First begun 

by Rotary International in 1987, the polio eradication project received 

a real shot in the arm when, in 1988, the World Health Organization 

voted to launch the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. At that time 

there were nearly a thousand new cases of polio per day.

Some would suggest that getting this disease down to the 

current low number should be considered success and that just 

containing and controlling the spread should be good enough for the 

future. Overlooking the insensitivity of this perspective, the fact is 

that an ongoing control program would actually be more expensive 

than finishing the job of eradicating the disease. Another problem 

with a long-term attempt at control over eradication is that the disease 

can be spread by people who have no symptoms, and with world 

travel as it is today, the disease could show up just about anywhere 

and strike an unimmunized population without warning. This hap-

pened in the Netherlands and spread to Canada in the early 1990s.

Would you like to help in this struggle to wipe polio off the face 

of the earth forever? Kalamazoo Rotarians have joined with a very 

generous Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra to promote a Concert to End 

Polio. The January 29, 2011, pops concert will feature a Beach Boys trib-

ute band; so it is bound to be great fun, combined with a chance to help 

End Polio Now. If you purchase your symphony ticket from a Rotarian, 

half of your ticket price will be donated to the Rotary Polio Eradication 

effort. To help further, you can also attend a gala reception following the 

concert, or you can become a sponsor and make a direct contribution.

Don’t know any Rotarians? Call me. I am proud to be one of 

the more than 400 Rotarians in the Kalamazoo area, and I would be 

happy to help you support the effort to End Polio Now.
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We’ve always thought strength emerges from solid risk management.
This founding belief is one reason we continue to take a long-term view

and remain disciplined — for clients, as well as for our firm.

There’s still a place where stability and your satisfaction matter.
There’s still Raymond James. Contact us today.

125 South Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 201   |   Kalamazoo, MI 49007

269-349-7744   |   Toll-Free: 800-842-0099

THERE’S STILL AN INVESTMENT FIRM

WHERE STABILITY

MATTERS

* Your experiences may vary.
©2010 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
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T’S ONLY RIghT that John and 
Marijo Carney met at an art class. 
The time: 1962. The place: University 

of Illinois. Actually they were in two 
different classes, but their professors de-
cided to merge them so they could share 
the model in Marijo’s class. The one in 
John’s class didn’t show up. 

They were both art majors — he in 
graphic design and Marijo in art educa-
tion — and Illinois natives. They married 
three years later.  

The couple have been busy creating 
ever since, now presiding over a 40-acre 
forest home in Schoolcraft. They are also 
the parents of three daughters, and the 
grandparents of five grandchildren.

After John was hired by Western 
Michigan University to teach graphic 
and foundation design in 1966, the 
couple moved to Kalamazoo — with little 
more than their college diplomas. Not 
long afterwards, as interest in photog-

raphy grew on campus, John suggested 
the art department offer its first photog-
raphy class, which he then volunteered 
to teach. 

The timing was fortuitous. “I was 
unable to admit that I liked photography 
more than I liked design,” says John, 
who took all the photography classes he 
could at U of I even though he majored 
in graphic design. “Once the door was 
open for me to become an artist/photog-
rapher, I took it.”

By 1972 John had established 
WMU’s Bachelor of Fine Arts and Master 
of Fine Arts programs in photography. 

The couple’s first daughter, Shan-
non, was born in 1966, followed by 
Kristen and then Erin in the next seven 
years. In 1971 the couple decided to 
purchase a densely wooded 40-acre 
parcel of land in Prairie Ronde Township 
in Schoolcraft. The decision, says John, 
was based on their love of the outdoors. 

A Forest retreAt

John and Marijo Carney have been working toward their dream for 40 

years. That dream has involved hard work and perseverance as well as 

a lot of artistic talent. Now they can create and also relax at the same 

location as the design of the house incorporates their art studios.

This early photo shows a young Marijo and John in front of 
their original structure on the land. They incorporated this 
building into the current home, and the carport is actually 
now John’s photography studio.

Photo: Penny Briscoe

location as the design of the house incorporates their art studios.

Photo: Penny Briscoe
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“We both had experiences on farms and 
with nature during our childhoods, and 
we bought our memories.” While their 
house on Tipperary Road off Oakland 
drive was very convenient, in a wonder-
ful neighborhood and close to work, it 
just didn’t provide that experience in 
nature, he says. 

The Carneys used the property as 
an escape and a retreat. For eight years 
the family simply camped in the massive 
beech-maple climax forest (the most 
mature type of forest in Michigan), first 
in a tent, and then in a small trailer. 
They started to homestead the property 
immediately. “We cleared the wood and 
burned the stumps and dug the pond, 
and our kids helped … reluctantly … 
believe me!” recalls Marijo. 

Their first garden was growing by 
1972. Four years later they broke ground 
on the very large fruit and vegetable 
garden Marijo now works. Then in 1979 

they decided to build a small, primitive 
house, which John designed. 

To help him build it, they hired 
one of his former students, Joe Shubi-
towski, who lived and worked with the 
Carneys for nine months to help “birth” 
the original building. Later Joe moved 
on to graduate work at the University 
of Arizona, says John, and he is now 
the systems information manager at the 
getty Museum in Malibu, Calif. 

To build the two-story structure, the 
Carneys used trees from the property, as 
well as recycled timbers John salvaged 
from old paper mills. The building 
included a very basic kitchen featur-
ing a 1946 push-button stove that the 
Carneys still have in storage. While the 
house had two floors, for many years it 
had no stairs. A ladder was used to reach 
the second story, and family and friends 
slept on sleeping bags on the floor. 

(Continued on page 43)

A journey to tame 40 acres in the woods has provided the 

Carneys with a place to blend home and artistic pursuits.

A journey to tame 40 acres in the woods has provided the 

By Michele Sobota

This early photo shows a young Marijo and John in front of 
their original structure on the land. They incorporated this 
building into the current home, and the carport is actually 
now John’s photography studio.

In a 1972 photo, Marijo relaxes on the wooded property with two of her daughters. The Carneys camped 

when they visited the property, gradually felling trees. They manually burned out  200 stumps, which 

John says was very hard work but the only method they could afford at the time.
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What Andalucian city
washes its patterned marble streets
every night at midnight?

Answer on page 46.

nyone who’s ever taken a cal-
ligraphy class from Marijo Carney 

knows that creating beautifully 
shaped letters gives her considerable joy. 
It doesn’t matter who draws them either. 
she appears to take equal pleasure in 
penning them herself, or seeing others 
craft graceful letters.  

It makes sense, then, that almost 30 
years ago, she founded the only guild of 
calligraphers in southwest Michigan, origi-
nally an adjunct of the Pen Dragons Guild 
of Ann Arbor, which no longer exists.

The Pen Dragons Calligraphy Guild 

(www.pendragonscalligraphy.org) contin-
ues to gather regularly to study, appreci-
ate and practice calligraphy as an art form 
while exchanging ideas and techniques. 
Members continue to exhibit their works 
across the state. 

“I had to travel far and struggle hard 
to get the calligraphic education I want-
ed,” says Marijo. “I decided to share my 
knowledge with others so they wouldn’t 
have to struggle as much as I did.”

she has succeeded. Members of the 
Pen Dragons recently convened for their 
20th annual retreat at Marijo’s home in 
schoolcraft. “you learn so much from 
other people, and it’s really the best way of 
getting ideas. It makes your mind spark,” 
says Linda Kanamueller, one of the guild’s 
“founding mothers.”

Tina Lee-Cronkhite, a graphic 
designer from Grand rapids and member 
since 1983, remembers when their retreat 
conditions were more primitive. over the 
years she witnessed firsthand the trans-

formation of the Carney home. she talks 
about the days when only a wood stove 
and camping toilet were available. The 
bathroom was situated under a basic set 
of stairs. The only separation between the 
two spaces, she says, was a hanging white 
piece of paper that Marijo used to test the 
lightfastness of ink for her pens.

Marijo’s calligraphic studies began 
when she majored in art education at the 
University of Illinois. By the late ’70s she 
decided to delve more deeply into the art of 
fine lettering. For a year she commuted to 
Chicago from Kalamazoo every other week-
end to take a class with reggie ezell, an in-
ternationally known calligrapher and letter-
ing artist. Because there were no advanced 
classes in Kalamazoo, she also travelled to 
Ann Arbor and Detroit for instruction. 

Marijo, who had taught art for a year 
in the public schools in Illinois and also 
at Kalamazoo Public schools for a year, 
then taught for 13 years at western in the 
art department. It was at western that she 
began teaching calligraphy, initially as 
part of its continuing education program. 
she also started teaching calligraphy at 
Kalamazoo valley Community College, 
beginning in 1986.

In 1982 wheaton Art supply, a former 
art retailer in Kalamazoo, asked her to 
teach a class at their store on stadium 
Drive. By 1983 she had a dedicated group 
of students that wanted to form a group de-
voted to developing their calligraphic skills. 
Thus the Pen Dragon Guild was born and 
has been available to interested people of 
all skill levels. The group, which currently 
has 60 dues-paying members, meets on the 
last Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. in 
the Parchment Public Library lower level. 
Annual dues are $20.

As a professional calligrapher Marijo 
attracted clients like The  Upjohn Company, 

Marijo sits in her studio, which overlooks a lovely 
flower garden she designed and cares for, located 
on the lawn at the end of the house.

A group of Pen Dragon Guild members meets
at the yet unfinished home of John and Marijo 
Carney. The location has been a popular place
for calligraphy meetings of various types.
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Tour our newly remodeled apartments
Wyndham’s remodeled apartments feature beautiful crown molding, 
solid surface countertops, solid wood cabinets, new carpeting, and 
full-sized energy effi cient appliances. 

Stylish and affordable, Wyndham’s remodeled apartments are designed 
with active seniors in mind. 

Call 269.226.6321 to schedule your personal tour.

www.heritagecommunity.com

2300 Portage Street , Kalamazoo, MI 49001
269.226.6321

Quiet, Comfortable, Affordable

RESTAURANT & TAVERN
Visit our website at www.greatlakesshippingco.com

Conveniently located at 4525 West KL Ave, east of Drake Road

Reservations 
Appreciated

375-3650
Dinner from
5:00pm daily

Choice
Aged Steaks
Fresh Fish

Slow Roasted
Prime Rib

Kellogg, WMU, the Fetzer Foundation, 
James River Paper Company, Zondervan 
Publishing in grand Rapids and hero Arts 
Rubber Stamp Company in San Francisco. 
her work has appeared in regional and na-
tional exhibitions, including the National 
Cathedral in Washington, d.C., and the 
Newberry Library in Chicago. 

She has been invited to be on the 
faculty of six different International 
Calligraphy Conferences, and she also 
co-authored a workbook called “design, 
Calligraphy and You” with fellow calligra-
pher Annie gail Vick Barnhardt, an inter-
nationally known calligrapher who now 
resides in Bloomsburg, Pa. They created a 
two-day workshop around the book and 
travelled across the United States teaching 
people how to mesh elements of art and 
lettering into a cohesive design.

At this time, Marijo is working on a 
number of projects, teaches private stu-
dents in her home, and teaches at KVCC.  
She also has an upcoming pointed-brush 
class in Sarasota, Fla., and is producing a 
series of nature-themed pieces.

Calligraphy is an ancient and intri-
cate process, and one recent project in-
volved staining calf vellum with crimson 
dye. Upon this surface she inscribed let-
ters of 23-carat gold — an ancient process 
dating back to medieval times. 

Why calligraphy? “I think it’s a 
combination of everything I love. As 
an art educator I was trained in a lot of 
different art methods and materials. Cal-
ligraphy, or hand lettering, is often called 
the ‘dance of the pen.’ I love to dance, 
and I have always enjoyed literature. In 
doing calligraphy I have an opportunity 
to express words that move me with a 
variety of art media, and dance with the 
pen at the same time.” 

One of 
Marijo’s  
finest achieve-
ments is this 
calligraphy 
piece on dyed 
calve’s skin with 
gold gilding. This 
medieval art 
form resulted in 
a stunning piece 
of art.
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Award Winning...

  ...and Right in Your Backyard!
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Choice - we offer products locally that are proven winners! 

Call today to see how advanced features and innovative technology 
can help you maximize office productivity and streamline workflow.

continues to be a part of my art.”
“We all have those bits and pieces 

of memories. To some extent I’ve always 
felt — and persist in believing — that 
as adults we continue to pursue our 
childhood fantasies — you know, that 
period of innocence we loved and those 
impressions that were so seminal to our 
development. Well, we don’t throw those 
away; they become core to us.”

ohn Carney Is a professional 
photographer with the physique of 
an outdoorsman — a hard worker, 

someone who can, and has, finished very 
big projects: such as establishing two 
degree programs at Western Michigan 
University. he also more recently helped 
construct a spacious, distinctive home 
with art-studio accommodations for both 
his artist wife, Marijo, and himself, in 
the middle of a 40-acre forest. That forest 
provided him with wood that he felled 
with the help of friends and family and 
used to finish portions of the interior of 
the couple’s home.

Just finished: “night Light: The 
aesthetics of Time by events in space,” 
a collection of large photographs that 
feature night skyscapes, taken in some 
of the 22 different states in which he 
has photographed images, including 
Utah, new york and Florida. These 
black and white photos demonstrate the 
unique results of long-exposure pho-
tography and explore what happens to 
traces of light left by astronomical and 
human activity. The results are both 

fascinating and startling.
“Black and white goes back to the 

origin of photography and was the prin-
cipal medium for artists. Color was never 
archival and the chemicals were toxic — 
and it was almost impossible to do in a 
private studio environment.

“I have been doing color now  
for about 10 years. With digital photog-
raphy it is now possible for artists to 
function easily with the medium in a 
private studio.”

however, John still uses a tradi-
tional darkroom for smaller black and 
white images, although he says those 
larger than 24 by 24 are more easily done 
digitally.

John’s preoccupation with nature 
started at a very young age. When he was 
3 or 4 years old, he remembers wander-
ing into a grove of hickory and oak trees 
on his grandparents’ farm in southern 
Illinois. a city boy, he recalls being 
entranced while looking up through the 
crisscrossing limbs as a soft blue light 
filtered through. “I fell in love with the 
landscape at that moment,” he says. “It 

John’s darkroom is still in use as he likes to print 
black and white images on fiber paper. The box 
camera he holds is one of several he has made to 
provide him with different lens sizes.
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After receiving a master’s degree in 
fine art from the University of Illinois, 
John moved with Marijo to Kalamazoo, 
where he joined the faculty at Western 
Michigan University to teach graphic 
design. In the late ’60s he volunteered 
to teach the art department’s first pho-
tography class. Then he took a two-year 
leave of absence from WMU to become 
the design manager at the Brown Com-
pany. his job: to create package designs 
for national and regional companies, 
including a redesign of Pillsbury’s food-
products packaging. 

he returned to WMU after that 
experience, however, convinced that 
design was not art for him. Photog-
raphy — not typography — interested 
him most. he had studied photography 
with Art Sinsabaugh at U of I, and the 
experience never left him. Moreover, he 
missed the intellectual environment of 
the university and realized that as an 
industry designer he would never have 
time to make art. 

So he returned to academia, gave 
up graphic design, and in two-years’ 
time established WMU’s Bachelor 
of Fine Arts and Master of Fine Arts 
degrees in photography. he taught 
photography for the remainder of his 
employment at Western and chaired the 

six works of art. Both exhibits will re-
main through the month of October. 

This month he’ll also sit on a panel 
at Western, which is hosting the Midwest 
Chapter of the Society for Photographic 
Education. Several former students will 
also be on the panel to talk about the 
influence of the WMU photography 
program on their art. 

“Teaching is like playing Johnny 
Appleseed,” he says. “You’re always drop-
ping seeds, but you’re never there to see 
how they grow … it’s only years later when 
you get to find out how those seeds grew.” 

To view John’s work online, visit www.
johncarney.com. 

Art department for a while. In 2000 he 
retired as professor emeritus to pursue 
his art full time. 

So far he has produced three major 
bodies of photographic art work: “A 
Prairie Ronde Island” (1977-89), “South-
western Michigan: Its People, Places and 
Spaces” (1986-89), and the “Night Light” 
collection (1987-2010), mentioned earlier. 
“Night Light” premiered at a one-person 
show at the Arts Council of greater 
Kalamazoo in the Epic Center during 
the October Art hop. Across the street, 
at Midtown gallery, John also exhibited 
color pieces in a group show called Six 
by Six, in which six artists each showed 

“Black Hills,” by John Carney, is part of 
his “Night Lights” photographic collection, 

currently displayed at the Epic Center.
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IRdS OF A FEAThER flock together? Christine griffith is an administrative 
assistant in the accounting department of an automobile collision repair 
service. John griffith, her husband, is a retired Kalamazoo Public Schools 

English teacher and former librarian. Anne Sluyter is a private-practice social worker. 
These three fine-feathered friends “flock together” with other high-flying folk when 
their spirits soar through music. 

Specifically, their music is traditional german band music such as marches, 
polkas, schottisches and waltzes. Anne plays clarinet, Chris plays piccolo, and John 
is a brass player, primarily euphonium. “This is happy music,” says John. “It tends 
to make the audience smile, tap their toes, clap their hands and often inspires them 
to get up and dance. We’re not an accordion ‘oom-pah’ street-corner band with just 
a few musicians. We play full concert band scores with an average of 30–35 people 
performing at any one time.” 

Chris is of german heritage, but that is not a prerequisite for performance in 
“Ein Prosit,” the band’s name, which, in german, means “a toast to you.” A WMU 
alumnus who played in Western’s Tuba and Euphonium Ensemble, John comes from 
Welsh and Sicilian stock.

John and Chris Griffith founded Ein Prosit 
in 2002, and the group has been toasting 
audiences ever since.

14 E N C O R E  •  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0



“We are all recreational musicians,” 
explains Chris, “many of whom have 
played together at annual band camps or 
in other bands.” 

Chris and John have made music to-
gether since they met in 1996 at Blue Lake 
Fine Arts Camp in Twin Lake, Mich. They 
married in 1999, and Chris moved from 
Chicago to Kalamazoo to begin her new 
life. Then in 2002 the pair was inspired 
to begin the German band while attend-
ing the Allegheny College Band Camp for 
Adult Musicians in Pennsylvania.

“At Allegheny we played together in 
a German Ragtime group at a seminar,” 
Chris recalls. “I didn’t want to do it at 
first because I had my heart set on an as-
signment for a quintet, but I found I had 
so much fun, the rest is history.”

The result of their inspiration is a 
scattered flock of seasoned musicians 
who migrate once each month to the Ein 
Prosit Kalamazoo practice point at the 
Griffiths’ home. They come from as far 
away as the Detroit area, Valparaiso, Ind., 
and Frankfort, Ill. Currently, the band 
has over 60 members.

Several of the local members of Ein 
Prosit also perform with the Kalamazoo 
Concert Band (KCB), and the KCB con-
ductor, Dr. Tom Evans, plays with Ein 
Prosit. And, through her membership 
in KCB, Sluyter met Chris and became 
involved in Ein Prosit as well. “The 
music repertoire is fun and upbeat, and I 
often find that even our monthly practice 
sessions are relaxing,” she says.

As a social worker since 1984 in 
a thriving, private, child-and-family 
practice, Sluyter admits her stress level 
often gets ramped up during the week, 
so she looks forward to the potlucks, 
camaraderie and performances of Ger-
man, Austrian and Bavarian folk music. 
One of her favorite pieces is a duet for 

clarinet and piccolo entitled “Bramst-
edter Marsch.” 

“WMU music professor Deanna 
Swoboda also joins us to play her tuba on 
occasion,” Anne adds. “She plays a unique 
version of the ‘Clarinet Polka’ on her tuba, 
which is a wonderful and entertaining 
twist to the traditional music.” Ein Prosit 
often features soloists such as Swoboda.

Music and art are often two avoca-
tions to which Sluyter tends to steer  

Ein Prosit, under the direction of David King, 
performs in traditional Bavarian dress at  
such events as Oktoberfests throughout the 
Midwest. 2010 marks the 200th anniversary of 
the Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany.

Sandy Beck entertains the audience on the 
cow bells on September 11 at the Bell’s 
Brewery 25th anniversary celebration.

“... For your friends are my friends,
And my friends are your friends,
The more we get together
The happier we’ll be.”
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Ein Prosit

herself—and her clients—for relax-
ation. “I work with people with depres-
sion, anxiety and various personal or 
mental-health disorders, so those two 
outlets are creative and expressive ways 
to deal with stress or emotional issues,” 
she explains. She admits she likes to 
“get lost in the patience and detail” of 

creating personal works of art using 
chalk pastels and in taking classes at 
the Kalamazoo Institute of Art. “When 
I practice or perform in the band, I can 
also remove myself for a while from the 
world and take a break. Many of us who 
play in Ein Prosit are in the 60-plus age 
group. Music is a great way to keep the 

brain active and sharp as a person begins 
to get older.”

But, for Sluyter, participation in 
community bands such as Ein Prosit 
and the Kalamazoo Concert Band gears 
mostly toward the fun. “When Ein Prosit 
travels to various events, there are so 
many people who appreciate this  

T ThE RISK OF being risqué, 
there is another love in John 
griffith’s life besides his wife, 

Chris. But she doesn’t seem to mind 
sharing him with a long, lean blonde 
named “Coco,” an alphorn he fondly 
named after the Central American coco-
bola wood trim adorning his traditional 
musical instrument. The main body is 
made of sika spruce, and the bell of the 
horn is carved with a mountain scene.

John is a member of Alpentraum, a 
group of 12 alphorn players that formed 
as an offshoot of Ein Prosit. (See sidebar 
on the “alphorngruppe.”) Out of the 62 
musicians currently in Ein Prosit, nine 
of them also play alphorns. 

“It’s a primal, primitive instrument 
that dates back to the 900s, possibly 
once used as a communication signal,” 

John says. “Many types of horns were 
used for signaling in ancient times.

“Each alphorn is an object of art 
as well as a musical instrument, with 
personalization, carvings or painted 
decorations. I love to play it because it’s 
calming, and the overtones sound so 
rich. The experience is very tactile be-
cause you can feel the deep vibrations.”

John’s precious Coco is 12 feet long 
and keyed in F, much like a modern F 
horn that is unwound and straightened. 
“While it is a fun horn to noodle on, the 
alphorn was traditionally an outdoor 
musical instrument, and used for sacred 
music as well,” John adds.

“Animals are intensely interested in 
the sound. Our dogs used to love to sit 
at my feet and listen. I have also taken 
the alphorn out on the Kal-haven Trail 

near a region that has farms with cattle, 
llamas and other livestock. The cattle 
have actually come running over to just 
stand and watch me play!”

The alphorn group Alpentraum is 
the largest known alphorn ensemble in 
North America, established six years ago 
as a spin-off from the Kalamazoo-based 
german band Ein Prosit. It began when 
two accomplished French horn players, 
Karl Beck of Fruitport and Tracy Son-
neborn of East Lansing, began playing 
alphorn duets with the german band. 
A retired gM tool-and-die maker from 
Kalamazoo, Frank Jess, also joined in, 
and their trio became a hit.

The germanic word “alpentraum” 
translates as “a dream of the Alps.” Al-
pengruppe means simply “a group  
of alphorns.”

John manages the bookings for 
the group, which has grown to a dozen 
alphorn players. They have performed in 
Michigan, Indiana, Pennsylvania  
and California.

“Although this is primarily seen 
as an outdoor horn sound due to its 
history as a possible ‘signal’ used in the 
mountainous Alps, it is not a stranger to 
concert halls or church,” says John. “It 
has been described in Switzerland and 
the other Alpine countries as an instru-
ment of peace.”

Alpentraum was featured in October 
of 2009 at disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., 
where the group performed at the first an-
nual downtown disney Oktoberfest. They 
will return to play there again this fall.

John Griffith demonstrates how his alphorn 
collapses for transport and storage, and shows 
off his horn in the back yard. He practices in the 
finished basement of his home, where the group 
meets monthly.

Horns Without the “Curl”
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English Cottage Chair

german music, love to polka or waltz, 
and I get great satisfaction from it.

“I’ve been to China three times with 
a similar musical group called Windi-
ana,” she notes. That professional com-
munity band is associated with Indiana’s 
Valparaiso University, and John and 
Chris griffith also traveled to China in 

Last year John also organized the 
premiere of one of only two alphorn 
retreats in all of North America. The 
annual event, held on a private estate 
in Lagro, Ind., just outside of Fort 
Wayne, is scheduled for July of 2011 
and will be led by an internationally 
acclaimed alphorn expert, dr. Peggy 
deMers, Associate Professor of horn 
from Sam houston State University in 
Texas. The only other similar educa-
tional retreat is held in Utah.  

For more information on this 
form of traditional “mountain music,” 
visit www.alphorngruppe.com. 

Judy Koenig, on “Brunhilde,” is also a trumpet 
player. A cow fancier, this horn that has 
traditionally been used to signal, gather and 
calm cows is the perfect instrument for her. 
Frank Jess plays “Rosie,” fashioned by Rocky 
Mountain Alphorns in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 
John Griffith makes his cow-pleasing music 
on “Coco,”  so named because of the cocobola 
wood trim adorning the bell.
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2006 with Windiana. 
A native Michigander, music has 

always been a part of Sluyter’s life, but 
not necessarily in the heritage costuming 
worn by Ein Prosit members. The jump-
ers the women wear are called dirndls, 
and the men wear lederhosen — leather 
knee pants. 

Ein Prosit’s busiest season is in 
autumn, often booking every 
weekend in September and Octo-

ber under the baton of its director, david 
King, a retired Portage Public Schools 
music teacher and the only paid “em-
ployee” of the group. Venues have ranged 
from Bell’s Brewery in Kalamazoo, 
where they played on September 11 for 
its 25th anniversary celebration, to the 
Back Road Brewery in LaPorte, Ind., and 
from the South haven Yacht Club to the 
Western Michigan University (WMU) 
homecoming Tailgate Party.

“Most of us play for the sheer fun of 
it,” says John griffith. “Any remuneration 
is often split among the band members 
as a travel stipend. It seems as though 
lodging, beer and food is our primary 
mode of payment for the music.”

Chris griffith adds: “We get into the 
same spirit as our audience, and encour-
age them with participation songs, sing-
a-longs, and toasts. We’re not playing 
dirges, and we’re definitely not a formal 
symphony experience. This is foot-tap-
ping, participatory music.”

John calls it “musicking.” 
“We always involve our audience,” 

he says. “We don’t just sit apart from 
them on a stage and play. We are in the 
moment together.

“People of all ages respond to our 
active and personal touch by singing, 
clapping, cheering, whistling, dancing, 
stomping, hollering and hooting along. It 
is truly interactive.”

The Ein Prosit repertoire includes a 
wide range of selections, from the tradi-
tional “Ach du Lieber Augustin” to “The 
Beer Barrel Polka,” and from a lilting, 
classic Strauss waltz to the crowd-pleas-
ing “In heaven There Is No Beer.”

Ein Prosit Jon Koenig of Michigan City, Ind., takes  
center stage on his accordian.

Photo: Penny Briscoe
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For example, the cowbell soloist, 
Sandy Beck from Fruitport, is often known 
to jump off the stage, grab the german 
flag or another flag, and start a marching-
line procession to the beat of the music. 
Flugelhorn enthusiast Judy Koenig of 

Michigan City, Ind., and her accordion-
playing husband, Jon, often lead the audi-
ence in the “Schnitzelbank” song.

Judy is fluent in german and rouses 
the audience with the rowdy question 
and answer series that begins with, “Ist 
das nicht eine Schnitzelbank?” The clas-
sic, cumulative, Oktoberfest party tune 
continues by naming off over a dozen 
items in german while the leader is 
holding up large cue cards for the audi-
ence. (For the record, a “Schnitzelbank” 
is a type of wooden workbench.)

Many of the band members have 
some connection to the german heri-
tage, have lived in germany, or speak 
the language. “We have a lot of couples 
in the band,” Chris points out. “At least 
two-thirds of the band is made up of 
husbands and wives who are enjoying 
time together as recreational musicians.”

Everywhere they go, John says, 

people want to tell them stories. 
“They come up to us during the breaks 
to share ‘old country’ memories jogged 
by the musical selections, or ask if we’ve 
ever been to ‘such-and-such a place’ in 
germany,” he says, laughing. “It is amaz-
ing the connections we all make.”

Just as many of the Ein Prosit ger-
man band members have traveled to 
Europe, visiting a hofbräuhaus and ex-
periencing the music first-hand, the grif-
fiths also enjoy taking a trip that entails 
performance and a chance to show off 
their musical prowess. As the traditional 
“Oktoberfest” schedule of events across 
Michigan and Indiana winds down, the 
griffiths are anticipating some new ven-
tures farther a field. They plan to help 
mentor newly formed bands and have 
been called in as consultants for these 
german-themed musical groups. The on-
the-go duo will also attend “Windjam-
mers,” an event in January in Sarasota, 

Singer and announcer Becky Russcher encourages the 
audience to participate in lively German songs such as the 
“Beer Barrel Polka” and “Hofbrauhaus.”
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Ein Prosit

Fla., which helps to perpetuate circus 
music. The “big-top sound” also attracts 
them to Peru, Ind., each year, which was 
at one time apparently a popular winter 
stop for a traveling circus. “We climb 
atop an antique bandwagon pulled by six 
black horses and play the music in their 
parade,” he explains. 

“Our six adult children think we are 
the biggest band nerds that ever lived,” 
Chris says with a smile. “They complain 
that it’s hard to pin us down for family 
events because we always seem to be 
out of town with the band, but it’s our 
lifestyle now.”

Of those half-dozen “blended 
family” children scattered from British 
Columbia to Atlanta — and the griffiths 
have three each — only two have been 
bitten by the music bug. John’s oldest 
daughter, Sarah, was a vocalist and at-
tended Interlochen Academy in Michigan 
followed by the Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music. She still teaches piano. Chris’s 
son, Brian, is in a rock band in San Fran-
cisco and is an engineer by trade. 

harkening back to their first years 
together, John remembers that fateful 
Blue Lake International Adult Commu-
nity Band trip to Europe in 1998 when, 
over a few steins of beer, they finally 
discussed a future together as a couple. 

“We were on what we jokingly call the 
love bus,” he says laughing.

Chris chimes in: “Out of 40 people 
on that tour bus, there were eventually 
four marriages.”

Those on the trip were in their 50s 
or older, such as band directors, retired 
professional musicians and recreational 
music makers like John.

“I had taken a 30-year hiatus from 
playing trumpet and what was then 
called the baritone,” he says.

Chris, however, had kept up with 
her music, routinely playing the piccolo 
or flute in various venues. “I lived in the 
Chicago suburb of Northbrook for 30 years 
where I had my own studio and taught 

flute,” she adds. She still teaches flute, now 
in her home studio in Kalamazoo.

Since the 1998 trip, the griffiths 
have gone on nine European concert 
tours with the Blue Lake groups.

Another rewarding aspect for partici-
pants in Ein Prosit is education about the 
german heritage and the chance to spread 
merriment and music. “After World War 
II, many people denied their roots,” Chris 
says. “No one wanted to admit they even 
spoke the language, so this is a treat to 
see the Oktoberfest celebrations and the 
music of my ancestors in vogue again. 
“We wear our native costumes and have 
now traveled all over germany, so I feel a 
renewed sense of pride.”

Alphorn musicians perform at the 2008 White Lake Maritime Festival in Whitehall, Mich. The group, 
called Alpentraum, was formed as an offshoot of Ein Prosit. Horns similar to alphorns seem to date 
back to the 2nd century, but its exact origins remain indeterminate.
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On tour, the griffiths often help 
conduct an instrument “petting zoo” to 
allow audience members the chance to try 
their hand at an accordion, a tuba, and, of 
course, lots of folk want to try the alphorn.

“Oktoberfest events attract all ages,” 
she stresses. “It’s a total family experi-
ence, from babies in strollers to teens 
and the great-grandparents. At venues 
like the breweries, we see the younger, 
age 20–40 crowd attracted by the novelty 
of the music.”

From the time of Ein Prosit’s 
humble beginnings, one of the griffiths’ 
fondest memories is from playing for 
John’s aging father and other residents at 
Friendship Village in Kalamazoo. “I of-
ten used to go over there on Fridays and 
play cribbage with my father and two of 
my former teachers from library school 
at WMU,” he recalls. “Friendship Village 
was our very first gig, and we went back 
to play there quite a few times.

“One performance stands out in my 
mind: The band had just finished playing 
and this 100-year-old woman came up 
to me and said, with tears in her eyes, 
that her father used to sing those songs 
to her when she was just a little girl. Our 
music brought back a feeling of home for 
her, and it really touched us all when she 
thanked the band.” 

At Back Road Brewery in La Porte, Ind., 
ladies perform the traditional flag dance.
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PuMPKIN SCONES, PuMPKIN SOuP, pumpkin cheese cake and 
pumpkin beer. The list can go on forever, but the season of fall 
flavors seems to be the shortest of the year.

The bright orange and yellow gourds start ripening in 
September, continuing long through November, but we put off 

eating this tasty 
treat until the last 
minute in fear that 
the moment sum-
mer ends, all the of-
ferings of tomatoes, 
fresh herbs, melons 
and berries will be 
gone.

don’t pass up 
the opportunity to 
strike early when 
you see pumpkins 

appear at the market, but make sure 
your selection is correct in choosing 

a pumpkin to cook. Cooking pumpkins or “pie pumpkins” are 
much different from the jack-o-lantern variety. Pie pumpkins 
are usually smaller, and the meat is less fibrous — and they are 
full of flavor. Carving pumpkins are for carving only, due to the 
absence of flavor.

When choosing a recipe, don’t always think sweet — think 
savory. The smooth richness of roasted pumpkin lends itself per-
fectly, from lamb casserole to Michigan pasties. When cooking a 
pumpkin, like most fall squashes, you cut it in half, scoop out the 
seeds, and either microwave or bake it in the oven until it’s soft, 

placing it cut-side down, with a little water in the pan. Cool and 
scoop the flesh from the skin and use it in your favorite recipe.

The summer vegetables won’t disappear yet, and now you 
will be excited for the fall season to be here, even though it 
may be a while yet before you start smelling the sweet scent of 
burning leaves. 

Cream of Pumpkin Soup With Curry

2 tbsp. butter
1 onion, chopped
¼ cup celery, diced
1 ¼ lb. pie pumpkin, skin and

seeds removed, chopped 
2 medium potatoes, chopped 
2 apples, peeled, cored and

chopped 
¾ tsp. curry powder 
Salt and cracked black pepper, to taste 
4 ½ cups chicken or vegetable stock 
1 cup heavy cream 

1. In a large soup pot melt the butter over low heat; add the  
onion and celery and sauté until soft.

2. Add the pumpkin, potatoes, apple, curry powder, salt,  
pepper and stock and simmer for 1 ½ hours until  
vvegetables are tender.

3. Using a food processor or stick blender, process until smooth.
4. Stir in the cream and warm the soup thoroughly again; season 

to taste and serve. 
5. garnish with toasted and salted pumpkin seeds or chives.

Nothing Speaks of Fall Flavor Like Pumpkin 
By  Shawn and Terry Hagen

Terry and Shawn Hagen 
Bravo! Restaurant and Café
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IF yOu HAvE SEEN THE MOvIE or trailer of “Cold Mountain,” 
you may remember the full-voiced background hymns, 
haunting and representative of a simpler time. The a cappella 
singing, known as Sacred harp because of a commonly used 
hymnal published with that name in 1844, is part of a sacred 
choral tradition that originated in New England and moved to 
the South in the 1800s.

In the last couple of decades, people all over the country, 
like Bill and Martha Beverly here in Kalamazoo, are kindling an 
interest in this unique form of community-oriented singing. 

“It’s a democratic form of singing that doesn’t require you 
to be a trained musician,” said Martha, a retired librarian with 
the Parchment Public Schools. “We do not sing quietly. This 
was once music for unschooled, rural southerners who sang, 
not for an audience, but for each other.”

Also commonly called Shape Note singing, hymnals use 
a notation based on four shapes (triangle, oval, rectangle and 
diamond) that each represent notes on the scale (fa, sol, la and 
mi, respectively). At a typical Sacred harp gathering, singers 
arrange themselves in what is known as a hollow square, with 
each side representing treble, alto, tenor and bass. Unlike tradi-
tional choral singing, tenor carries the melody, and treble and 
tenor sections are likely to have both male and female singers, 
who may be singing an octave apart.

Sacred harp first attracted the attention of Bill, a retired 
Kalamazoo Central high School german teacher, when many 
years ago he came across an oblique reference in a choir song-
book. decades later, that seed sprouted when Bill discovered 
a Sacred harp recording at a local music shop. Intrigued, he 
ordered a book. Later he discovered that there was a singing 

scheduled in Chicago, so he and Martha headed west. 
“It was like I fell in love,” said Martha.“We sang two days in 

Chicago, and I bought 10 Cds. We sang all the way home.”
Looking over the Sacred harp minutes as they headed back 

to Kalamazoo, Martha saw that there was a singing scheduled 
for the next weekend in henagar, 
Ala. She impulsively said, “Let’s go!”

Bill readily agreed. 
That weekend they drove 700 

miles to henagar, which has since 
become a second home to the couple, 
and for 13 years they have been trav-
elling to singings, often two week-
ends a month.

“It’s a community unlike any-
thing I’ve ever experienced,” said 
Martha, who felt immediately wel-
comed and warmed by the southern 
hospitality. “It’s such a bond. We sing 
together; we’ve formed friendships 
with people all over the country.” 

hungry for more singing, the 
couple returned and organized a monthly Sacred harp gather-
ing in their west-side home, usually drawing 10 to 25 people. In 
1999, they initiated an annual Kalamazoo All-day Sing, which 
now often attracts about 100 singers from around the country 
each July. during their monthly Sunday singings, they never 
know who may ring their doorbell.

 “We’ve logged a lot of miles,” said Martha, “but we’re on a 
hugging basis with hundreds of people.” 

A Return of Tradition 
By Theresa Coty O-Neil

Martha Beverly
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N ThAT BRIghT autumn afternoon 
the prevalent smell of burning 
leaves drifted across Western State 

Normal’s gridiron, a field at the base of 
Prospect hill that had been created two 
years before when the teacher college’s 
male faculty and students hand-ditched a 
new channel for Arcadia Creek. On their 
season-opening game held November 11, 
1916, Coach William Spalding’s cham-
pion eleven, who had lost only one game 
in the previous three seasons, faced the 
Notre dame freshmen. It was a hard-
fought match, and in the fourth quarter 
the Irish led 7–6. 

On a fourth down the Notre dame 
center snapped the ball to fullback 
george gipp, who hailed from Laurium 
in the Keweenaw Peninsula. Instead 
of punting from his 38-yard line, gipp 
drop-kicked the ball, and it shot down 
the field like a line drive in baseball to 
split the goal posts.

drop kicking, which is to drop the 
ball and kick it just as it hits the ground, 
was then a common technique in foot-
ball. But as the pigskin evolved into a 
more pointed and slimmer version, the 
procedure was replaced by a player hold-
ing the ball for the goal kicker.

gipp’s 62-yard kick clinched the 
game for Notre dame, and to this day it 
remains the second-longest drop-kick 

goal on record. That feat, in the first 
game in which gipp started, launched 
the gridiron career of the man Coach 
Knute Rockne called “the greatest foot-
ball player Notre dame ever produced.”

Born February 18, 1895, the seventh 
of Mathew and Isabella gipp’s eight 
offspring, george grew up in Laurium, a 
company town built to accommodate the 
employees of the mighty Calumet and 
hecla Copper Mining Company. he at-
tended the public school in the adjacent 
town of Calumet. There he excelled in 
baseball and basketball, his favorite 
sports. he starred as a hoopster, and his 

team won 24 out of 25 games to earn 
Calumet its first regional championship. 
On the baseball diamond, gipp walloped 
the ball out of the field against adult 
pitchers. In one four-game series against 
Iron Mountain, he hit three triples and 
four doubles in 12 times at bat.

But studying held little appeal, and 
he barely squeaked by in the classroom. 
he found the pleasures of drinking, 
smoking, carousing and playing cards 
and pool more to his liking. When 
he and some buddies were accused of 
vandalism, gipp was suspended from 
school, and he never graduated. 

he took a job driving a taxi and 

The memory of George Gipp is preserved at the 
Gipp Memorial in his hometown of Laurium in 
the Upper Peninsula.

Gipp’s ability 

came throuGh 

instinct, and 

his untimely 

death was 

a blow to the 

world of football.
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thereby learned even more about the 
shadier side of life in the rough-and-tough 
copper country. When he was 20, he 
became a lineman for the Michigan Bell 
Telephone Company, and when not climb-
ing poles and stretching wire, he prowled 
the Calumet honky-tonks, shooting pool 
and playing poker into the wee hours.

In the summer of 1916, Wilbur gray, 
who had starred as a catcher for Notre 
dame for four years, returned to his 
hometown of Calumet. he told gipp that 
he thought he could get him a scholar-
ship to Notre dame if he played baseball 
for the Irish. Although the 21-year-old 
expressed little interest, gray succeeded 
in getting him an offer of free tuition 
and the opportunity to earn his bed 
and board by working as a waiter in the 
student lunch room.

That September the lean and lanky 
185-pound, six-foot-two Yooper arrived 
at Notre dame with little more than the 

clothes on his back, the few dollars he had 
not lost at the poker table, and his pool 
cue. he soon found his way to the bright 
lights and billiard halls of South Bend.

One afternoon, Knute Rockne, 
then a chemistry professor 
and assistant football coach, 

was walking across the Notre dame 
recreation field. he saw a 60-yard punt 
sail in a high spiral across the field. he 
looked around to see who had kicked it 
and spied gipp, who was strolling from 
the field as if bored. Rockne stopped him 
and, in his autobiography published in 
1930, recorded what ensued:

“What’s your name?” I asked.
Most freshmen regard the football 

coach as if he’s a deity on duty for the 
season. The boy was almost indifferent.

“gipp,” he said. “george gipp. I 
come from Calumet.”

“Played high school football?” I asked.
“No,” he said. “don’t particularly 

care for football. Baseball’s my dish.”
“Put on a football suit tomor-

row,” I invited, “and come out with the 
freshman scrubs. I think you’ll make a 
football player.” 

The lad with gipp stared pop-eyed.
“Why,” he said, “he’s been kicking 

the punts and drops with ordinary low 

The George Gipp cobblestone memorial.

DeMENT AND
MARQUARDT, PLC

William B. Millard  Michael D. Holmes
Daniel L. DeMent  Michele C. Marquardt

the Globe Building
211 East Water Street, Suite 401

Kalamazoo, MI 49007
269.343.2106

A law firm focusing on estate planning, 
estate settlement, and the transfer of wealth.
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Massie

shoes. What’ll he do with football boots?”
gipp nonchalantly showed up 

for practice the next day and “romped 
through the freshman line in the very 
first play of the scrub game.” After a 
month of practice during which Rockne 
marveled at “how naturally he acquired 
running, kicking and tackling tech-
niques” he started his first game against 
the Western Normal “hillsmen.” gipp 
ran for 174 of the 216 total yards Notre 
dame gained, scored the only Irish 
touchdown, and drop-kicked himself 
into the record books. 

Notre dame sports historian Jim 
Beach described gipp’s running style in 
a 1958 article:

“during the play gipp disguised 
whatever excitement he may have felt 
with a quiet calm. he used razzle-dazzle 
to good advantage, and speed was his 
strongest point. he had the habit of talk-
ing to his blockers as he advanced down-
field: ‘Take him to the outside ... Let this 
one go ... go after the safety men.” Then 
he would slither off tackle, change pace 
to outrace the secondary and, 
using the crossover dodge, fake 
other defenders with a hip, an 
eye, and a burst of power that left 
them grabbing at a shadow.”

A natural athlete, gipp’s 
ability came through instinct 
rather than long hours of prac-
tice. Rockne let him get away 
with making his own hours on 
the practice field — he worked 
out no more than two or three 
times a week. And when he did 
show up for practice, he was 
invariably late. Rockne, usually 
a stickler for physical condition-
ing, chided him for his refusal 
to follow a training regimen and 
for his continuous carousing and 
drinking. gipp responded with, 
“Aw, cut it, Coach; you know 
I don’t need to muss with that 
muscle stuff.”

As gipp won more and more 
fame on the gridiron, he also 
gained a different sort of following 

for his exploits in the South Bend bil-
liard halls. he hustled many an unwary 
stranger by deliberately loosing a game 
or two and then raising the bet to a hun-
dred dollars or so and sinking as many 
as 50 consecutive shots to take home the 
pot. gipp also supplemented his pool 
earnings via long nights at the poker 
table, and by betting as much as $500 on 
the very games he played in. during the 
summer vacation of 1917 gipp played 
professional baseball for a Kenosha, 
Wisc., team. had that been discovered, 
it would have ended his amateur football 
career. Rockne tracked him down and 
talked him into returning to campus. 
That season gipp led his team to a spec-
tacular 62–7 victory over powerful West 
Point on November 3. But the following 
Saturday brought an end to gipp’s play 
for the year when he was knocked out 
of bounds by two Morningside College, 
Iowa, players. he crashed into a steel 
fence post and broke his ankle.

Back in uniform for the 1918 season, 

Rockne’s first as head coach, gipp won 
laurels as a full-fledged star, despite the 
fact that numerous games were canceled 
because of the deadly influenza pandem-
ic. The following season gipp scam-
pered and dodged for 729 yards in 106 
attempts for an average gain of almost 
seven per carry. he threw 41 sucessful 
passes for an additional 727 yards. That 
year Notre dame defeated Michigan State 
13–0 and Kalamazoo College 14–0, and 
Western Normal fell 53–0.

On October 20, 1920, while his 
teammates warmed up with calisthenics, 
gipp gave 15,000 spectators a demon-
stration of his drop kicking. Standing 
on the 50-yard line, he drop-kicked two 
balls through the goal posts and then 
turned around and drop-kicked two 
more through the opposite goal. dur-
ing the game that followed, he plowed 
through the line, returned kick-offs and 
punts, and passed for a total of 332 yards 
to defeat Army 27–17.

gipp played what he considered his 
“greatest football game” against Indiana 

University on November 
30, 1920. The night 
before the game he had 
broken his collar bone 
in an accident. Rockne 
never found out until 
the action of the first 
quarter when gipp was 
hurt and it was revealed 
that he had a dislocated 
shoulder as well as a 
broken collar bone.

gipp sat huddled 
under a blanket on the 
bench next to Rockne 
as he watched his team 
go on to the final quar-
ter losing 10–0. The 
Irish got the ball to 
the one-yard line, and 
Rockne whipped the 
blanket off gipp and 
told him to get the ball 
across the goal. he did 
and then kicked the 
point after. Suffering  

Names of Gipp Award recipients are preserved 
at the Gipp Memorial Park.
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Endless Summer 
The Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra and 
Jeans n’ Classics Beach Boys Tribute
Saturday, January 29, 2011 at 8pm
Miller Auditorium

Following the successful “Queen” concert last season, 
Jeans ‘n Classics returns to pay homage to this amazing era 
with “Good Vibrations,” “Help Me Rhonda,” “In My Room,” 

and so much more.

TICKETS:  Contact any Rotarian to 
 participate in the Concert to End Polio  

The KSO and area Rotary Clubs are proud to be joining 
together to raise money in the �ight to End Polio Now. 
Contact any Rotarian or visit www.Rotary.org. 

excruciating pain and unable to pass 
overhand, gipp whipped the ball with 
a sidearm movement and ran his team 
to the 15-yard line. he could have easily 
drop-kicked for a tie, but despite his 
pain, he passed for a first down on the 
one-yard line, and the Irish won 13–10. 

Two weeks later, gipp was dead. 
Struck down with strep throat 
and pneumonia, he breathed his 

last in the South Bend hospital without 
knowing that Walter Camp had named 
him to the All-American team — the first 
Notre dame player to be so honored. 
Rockne recorded two variant versions of 
his final conversation with gipp as he lay 
on his deathbed.

Shortly after gipp’s death, he told 
some friends of that dialog:

“It must be tough to go.”
“What’s tough about it?” gipp 

rasped through a lopsided grin.
Then there is the apocryphal version 

that Rockne may have used to inspire 
his underdog team to win the 1928 game 
against Army:

“Sometime, Rock, when the team 
is up against it, when things are wrong 
and the breaks are beating the boys, ask 
them to win one for the gipper. I don’t 
know where I’ll be then, Rock, but I’ll 
know about it and I’ll be happy.”

And, of course, that is the version 
that became enshrined in American 
popular culture when Ronald Reagan ar-
ticulated it in the tear-jerker 1940 movie, 
“Knute Rockne: All American.”

Be that as it may, the houghton 
County community of Laurium remains 
proud of its golden boy with feet of 
clay. Big signs at the the village limits 
welcome folks to Laurium, “home of 
george gipp.” In 1934, the village began 
the tradition of awarding a local ath-
lete with the annual gipp award. The 
following year came the dedication of a 
cobblestone and brass gipp Memorial 
at a corner park. In 1988 some 4,000 
celebrants turned out for a huge fish boil 
and re-dedication of the restored memo-
rial to the hometown hero. 

Clouds, Lake Michigan

ghost-riders cruising the ebb and flow, a fleet 
of geese paddling into morning’s rose
Straits-laced sheets, a pack of pillows, my quilted  
down duvet
Full-bellied sails, a striped skunk’s tail, a heron  
on the rise
Mother’s church-gloved hands, reaching  
for my shore
A splash of milk, her rope of pearls, two smears  
of fresh whipped cream
My soul on a kite string, my heart on a vine, an alabaster  
pillar running out of time

By Margaret von Steinen

Margaret von Steinen is the communications officer for WMU’s Diether H. Haenicke 
Institute for Global Education and business manager of the Prague Summer Program, 
the University’s largest study-abroad program, which is focused on creative writing 
and hosted at Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic, each July. Margaret earned 
her MFA from WMU’s Creative Writing Program in 2004.
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Take Me Out” — A locker room drama 
that explores homophobia and racism with 
unflinching comedic compassion. Oct. 7, 
8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 8 p.m., Oct. 17, 2 p.m. Wil-
liams Theatre, WMU. 387-6222.
“Tartuffe” — Full of wit and naughty 
humor, this restoration comedy is sure to 
entertain. Oct. 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, 8 p.m., 
Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m., Oct. 17, 2 p.m. Civic 
Auditorium, 329 S. Park St. 343-1313.
“Round & Round the Garden” — The 
third of “The Norman Conquest” comedic 
trilogy. Oct. 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, 29, 30, 
Nov. 5 & 6, 8:30 p.m. New Vic Theatre, 
134 E. Vine St. 381-3328.
“She Stoops to Conquer” — A farcical 
romp full of mistaken identities, affairs, 
jewels, and true love in this restoration 
comedy. Oct. 28, 29, 30, Nov. 4, 5, 6, 8 
p.m., Nov. 7, 2 p.m. Williams Theatre, 
WMU. 387-6222.

Musicals & Opera

“Legally Blonde The 
Musical” — Based on the 
film, this musical proves 
that being true to yourself 
never goes out of style. 
Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m., Oct. 
15, 8 p.m. Miller Audito-
rium, WMU. 387-2300.
“Sleepy Hollow, A Musi-
cal Tale” — Civic Youth 

Theatre presents the world premier of this 
musical version of the classic tale which 
tells of three modern trick-or-treaters 
transported into Ichabod Crane’s world. 
Oct. 29 & Nov. 5, 7 p.m., Oct. 30 & Nov. 6, 
1 p.m. & 4 p.m., Oct. 31, 2 p.m., Nov. 2 & 
3, 9:30 a.m. & 12 p.m., Nov. 4, 5 p.m. Par-
ish T heatre, 429 S. Park St. 343-1313.
“Spring Awakening” — The story of a 
group of 19th century German students 
and their journey from adolescence to 
adulthood. Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m. Miller Audito-
rium, WMU. 387-2300.

Symphony

University Symphony Orchestra — Pre-
senting two free concerts. Featuring violin 
soloist Bénédicte Lauziére, the 2010 Stul-
berg silver medalist, Oct. 8, 8 p.m. Chen-
ery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge Ave. An 
orchestral concert, Oct. 31, 3 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.
“All Mozart” — The KSO, led by Guest 
Conductor Jean-Marie Zeitouni, presents 
an all-Mozart program featuring pianist 
Lori Sims. Oct. 16, 8 p.m., Oct. 17, 3 p.m. 
Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge 
Ave. 349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

University Symphonic Band — This 
WMU student group performs a free 
concert. Oct. 10, 3 p.m. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. 387-4667.
Bullock Series — A series of concerts 
performed by guests of the WMU School 
of Music. Sphinx Chamber Orchestra with 
Elena Urioste, violin. Oct. 16, 8:15 p.m. 
George Ruckert, Sarod; Gretchen Ruckert, 
Kathak Dancer; Jerry Leake, Tabla; per-
forming North Indian classical music. Oct. 
21, 8:15 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 387-2300.
Bach Festival Concert Series — Organist 
Timothy Tikker will be joined by soprano 
Deborah Friauff and a period instrument 
ensemble. Oct. 17, 8 p.m. Stetson Chapel, 
K-College. 337-7407.
“Fall Evening” — An intimate evening 
with the KSO’s Burdick-Thorne String 
Quartet and other KSO musicians. Oct. 
22, 8 p.m. Epic Theatre, 359 S. Kalamazoo 
Mall. 349-7759.
Luciana Souza Trio — Fontana Chambers 
Arts presents this Brazilian jazz group. 
Oct. 23, 8 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 382-7774.
Rising Stars Recital — The Gilmore 
Keyboard Festival presents Aaron Diehl, 
promising young jazz pianist and his trio. 
Oct. 24, 4 p.m. Wellspring Theatre, Epic 
Center, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 342-1166.

“Symphony Spooktacular” — Join Barry 
Ross and KSO musicians for a Halloween 
treat for the whole family. Oct. 24, 3 p.m. 
Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge 
Ave. 349-7759.
“Birth of the Avant-Garde” — Fontana 
Chamber Arts presents pianist Pedja Muzi-
jevic who will be joined by cellists Suren 
Bagratuni and Julia Sengupta and violist 
Ab Sengupta. Oct. 29, 7:30 p.m. Wellspring 
Theatre, Epic Center, 359 S. Kalamazoo 
Mall. 382-7774.
tubaWEEN — A low brass Halloween 
spectacular from the WMU School of 
Music. Oct. 31, 8:15 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.

Visual Arts

WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455

Yinka Shonibare, MBE: Film, Photog-
raphy and Sculpture — This exhibit 
features works of this world-famous artist. 
Albertine Monroe-Brown Gallery. Through 
Oct. 15.
Roger Shimomura — The artist’s pieces 
address sociopolitical issues of Asian 
America and have been inspired by diaries 
kept by his late immigrant grandmother 
for 56 years. Opens Oct. 21.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775

Strong Women, Beautiful Men — An 
exhibition of Japanese portrait prints
from the Toledo Museum of Art. Through 
Oct. 31.
Wondrous Ink: Selections from the 
Richard Fabian Collection — Fabulous 
Chinese art that focuses on the late 19th 
and 20th centuries. Through Dec. 5.
Light Works — An exhibition featur-
ing photographs from the KIA collection. 
Through Dec. 12.

Spread love 
everywhere you 

go. Let no one ever 
come to you without 

leaving happier.

Mother Teresa
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ARTbreak — Enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics. 
Joy Light: Collecting Chinese Art, Oct. 12; 
Chinese Traditional Painting/ Chinese Pe-
king Opera, Oct. 19; National geographic’s 
The Photographers, Oct. 26. Bring a lunch 
to these 12:15 p.m. sessions.
Art & All That Jazz — A social evening of 
art and music with snacks and drink. 5–7 
p.m. Blowers and Stone, Oct. 8.

Park Trades Center
345-3311

Saniwax Gallery — “greyhounds” featur-
ing drawings and sculpture by Park Trades 
Center artist Kim Maguire-gualtieri. Oct. 
1–16. Opening reception during Art hop, 
Oct. 1, 5–9 p.m.

Miscellaneous

Midtown Gallery — The featured artist 
is Melody Allen, pastels. Also 6x6 photog-
raphy exhibit: 6 photographers; 6 images 
each, featuring Mary Landi, Brian Mosher, 
Jim Riegel, John Carney, Roy deal, and 
Laurie Pruitt. 356 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 
372-0134.
Art Hop — View the works of local artists. 
Local venues/galleries in downtown Kala-
mazoo. Oct. 1, 5 p.m. 342-5059.
Pen Dragons Exhibition — See calligra-
phy in a variety of creative art pieces by 
guild members. Transformations Spiritual-
ity Center, Nazareth Campus, October and 
November.

Literary Events
Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809

Drew Nelson in Concert — Singer/song-
writer/storyteller drew Nelson’s love for 
nature and the simpler things in life shines 
through his music. Oct. 20, 7 p.m. Central 
Library.

Curds and Whey: Making Cheese at 
Home — Artisan cheesemaker gary Colles 
will demonstrate simple recipes that you 
can make in your own kitchen with a few 
readily available cheese-making supplies. 
Oct. 21, 6:30 p.m. Central Library.
Book Club Soiree — Local literary lights 
donna Odom and Beth Amidon will review 
great books they’ve read. Leave with a 
list of titles to keep you busy over the 
long, cold winter. Oct. 26, 6 p.m. Central 
Library.
Meet Author Bryan Charles — In his 
spare, honest, and often hilarious new 
memoir, “There’s a Road to Everywhere 
Except Where You Came From,” Bryan 
Charles describes his struggles to carve out 
a life as a writer, and to find meaning, or at 
least a job, in the new and alien landscape 
of New York City. Nov. 3, 7 p.m. Central 
Library.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Glass Expectations — This exhibit will 
showcase glass art created by the West 
Michigan glass Art Center’s (formerly 
the West Michigan glass Society) Sum-
mer glass Camp students, instructors and 
members. Oct. 20–Nov. 30.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 

Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214

Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767

E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com

Born in 1805, four years before her famous 
younger brother, Felix, Fanny Mendelssohn 
benefited from the same amazing home 
life. The Mendelssohn household was an 
enlightened place. Moses Mendelssohn, 
their grandfather, was a famous scholar and 
philosopher. Their father was a prominent 
banker. Many great thinkers and musical 
tutors graced their home. Like Felix, Fanny 
was a musical prodigy, both as a pianist 
and composer. But the times prevented 
women the freedom of expression. her 
father merely tolerated her talents. But Felix 
loved Fanny dearly and had some of her 
compositions published under his name, 
as women were not accepted as public 

figures. although she performed one time in 
a public piano concert. Today, many of her 
466 compositions, including a piano trio 
and several books of solo piano pieces and 
songs, are heard, both in live concerts and 
on recordings.

Stay Balanced — Two workshops featur-
ing local businesses providing informa-
tion to help you budget your time and 
relax. “Where does All Your Time go”; 
Oct. 14  6–7:30 p.m. “Relaxation”; Oct. 21, 
6–7:30 p.m.
Drop-in Book Discussion — A reading/
lecture by the author and discussion of 
“Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy” 
by gary Schmidt, a novel based on the 
forced removal of residents from Malaga 
Island, a settlement of slave descendents. 
A reception and book signing will follow. 
Oct. 28, 6:30–8 p.m.

(Continued on page 45)
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ertical cliffs rise 
200 feet above the gorge. 
Waterfalls plunge more 
than 100 feet. a natural 
bridge millions of years old. 

arizona?
No, Ohio.
Yep. the state most of us perceive 

as the flatlands has a number of hid-
den hiking treasures, especially in the 
southern part of the state. consider 
just one: the Hocking Hills region, 
a beauty of a destination a mere 50 
miles from columbus.

Hocking Hills is not well known 
outside of Ohio yet offers both easy 
hikes and some very strenuous ones, 
spectacular waterfalls, vistas, caves, 
and forests so verdant you almost 
expect to see a brontosaurus munch-
ing on leaves.

and it is an easy, six-hour drive 
from Kalamazoo.

Both the Hocking Hills state Park 
and the Hocking Hills state forest of-
fer free admission.

some sites, such as Old Man’s 
cave, can be crowded. Others are less 
traveled. Walk the five-mile-long trail 
from Old Man’s cave past cedar falls 
to ash cave and you see few people. 
the same trail is part of Ohio’s Buck-
eye trail as well as a portion of two 
national systems: the North country 
scenic trail and america’s Discovery 
trail.

the region’s six major hiking ar-
eas are ash and Old Man’s caves, rock 
House, cantwell cliffs, cedar falls 
and conkle’s Hollow. 

located near logan, Ohio, Hock-

Take a Hike!
Head to Hocking Hills to learn

that Ohio is not all flat.

Story and Photos by Bill Krasean
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ing Hills was once home to several Native american tribes. although the early 
history of human habitation is unknown, nomadic hunters may have visited 
the region soon after the glaciers departed a little more than 10,000 years ago. 
stone spear and arrow points from that era have been found in neighboring ross 
county.

rock overhangs and other recess caves contain evidence of the adena 
mound-builder culture. the adena people inhabited the area from 2,000 years 
to about 1,200 years ago. fort ancient indians lived in the area from 1300 to the 
1600s.

in the mid 1700s the Wyandot tribe settled near the current site of logan 
and along the Hocking river. the tribe called the river “Hockhocking,” for 
“bottle river.” it was named for the bottle-shaped gorge formed by the upper falls 
just north of lancaster.

Pioneers first settled in the region in the late 1790s after the Northwest Ordi-
nance of 1787 and the treaty of Greenville in 1795 opened the way for european 
settlement. these early settlers found an abundance of deer, elk, wild turkey, 
bison and bear. the last wood bison was killed there in 1799.

the huge sandstone outcroppings and cool, moist gorges in the region have 
formed over millions of years from sand that was compressed and solidified by 
sediments deposited in warm seas. Most of the rock is called Blackhand sand-
stone, named for a large, sooty figure of a human hand left by Native americans 
on a cliff face of the licking river east of Newark. it is thought the hand pointed 
the way to flint deposits at flint ridge.

all of the outcroppings, recessed caves, and gorges have been carved out 
of the sandstone by natural erosion and weathering over millions of years. Just 
north of logan is the site of the furthest southward movement of the last glaciers. 
When the glaciers began to retreat, the resulting melt produced raging rivers 
whose potent power enhanced many of the features seen today.

Old-growth stands of hemlock, poplar, beech and oak make up most of the 
region’s forests, and the cool, moist gorges provide a climate similar to southern 
canada and are populated by yellow and black birch, canada yew, and eastern 
hemlock not normally seen so far south.

Old Man’s cave was named for the hermit richard rowe who lived in the 
recess of the cave in the late 1700s. Old Man’s cave is divided into three falls and 
two gorges in the valley created by Old Man’s creek.

ash cave is the largest recess cave in Ohio. shaped like a horseshoe, it mea-
sures 700 feet from end to end. it is 100 feet deep from the rear wall to the front 
edge, and the rim is 90 feet above the cave floor. a beautiful waterfall tumbles off 
the rim, and the cave’s natural beauty is often the setting for weddings and has 
been used as a church and township hall.

cedar falls has the largest volume of water in the region and is formed when 

Ash Cave, the largest recess cave in Ohio.
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Looking for a new view?

Jim Gilmore Enterprises

Queer Creek plunges over the face of 
the sandstone cliff.

Rock house provides the only true 
cave in the region. Old Man’s, Ash and 
the others are what are called recess 
caves. These caves are hollowed out 
portions of a cliff at ground level that 
provides shelter. 

Rock house cave is an easy walk 
from the parking lot and can be entered 
through several openings in the sand-
stone. Native Americans appear to have 
used the cave for shelter. Small recesses 
in the cave walls were used as baking 
ovens, and chiseled out troughs held 

drinking water.
In the 1800s and early 1900s Rock 

house cave may have been a hideout 
used by robbers, horse thieves, murder-
ers, and bootleggers.

While the caves are an attraction, 
it’s the miles of hiking trails that make 
the journey to hocking hills worth-
while for those looking to stretch their 
legs and wander among huge boulders 
and deep, green forests. A few trails 
require some steep climbs, and one—
Cantwell’s Cliffs—is only for the stout 
of heart.

Many of the trails are a mile or two 

long, and one—Conkle’s hollow—has 
a paved trail to accommodate wheel-
chairs. Those who are able, however, 
should climb past the large boulder at 
the end of the paved trail and hike to 
the end, a dead ringer for Jurassic Park. 

Those who have access to the 
Internet can visit http://www.thehock-
inghills.org/hiking.htm for more details 
and a map of the numerous trails.

The region has numerous cabins, 
cottages, lodges, hotels, motels and 
camping grounds, and all of the at-
tractions are within a 20-mile drive of 
Logan. 

Hocking Hills
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Outlaws and Artists

It was 12:00 high, lunchtime 
and though I was surrounded by restaurants 
I was only hungry for revenge. 

At a stoplight I watched choir ensembles that flock to Kalamazoo for the Bach Festival emerge 
from fast food joints and congregate at curbs as though they are ravens performing funeral rights
 Few filtered maniacally across the street toward the center of campus because the green light 
provides little time to penetrate outgoing traffic after morning classes. 

Moments before, aviation students who share the poet’s dream of rising above and the outlaw’s 
need to do whatever it takes—payloads of people, merchandise or bombs—listened politely to 
my disjuncted and bleary-eyed lecture on proposals: “You have to give something to get 
something in this world.” I did not tell them that my cousin had just been murdered 
nor that he was also a pilot who did what he thought it took to rise above. 

At the stoplight I thought of our grandpa Merrill who commanded a tank in World War I. 
I wished my Chevy Impala were his FT-17 tank. Ship me to San diego. I’ll invade
Southern Arizona from the west and devastate the meth labs and gang wars that
killed my cousin. My morbid reverie ended when a horn screamed from behind me. I began 
to accelerate toward the cars whose drivers had noticed the signal change when one from the 
choir took advantage of my lapse. he dashed for it following his friends who had just made it to 
the other side. 

My lane was easy, but the abrupt screeches from the other lanes seemed to propel him: 
Like airplane wings his arms stretched as he tried to preserve the cola in one hand 
and the greasy bag of meat and potatoes in the other from any catastrophic contact. his knees 
seemed to rise higher with every vulgarity the drivers dealt as if he would take off and rise above 
the insults, maybe similar to those at school: choir boy, tub ‘o lard, faggot, among much worse 
for any American boy who chooses to sing in public. 

The kids on the other side cheered him on in his stupid courage as history books champion 
Caesar and Napoleon instead of the men who actually had to fight; the way American journalists 
encouraged the likes of Billy the Kid, John dillinger, Al Capone and Baby Face Nelson; the 
way American pop culture has embraced gangsta rap and film critics always give thumbs up to 
racist vigilantism. 

In my heart I told him to run without stopping until he reached Bach. Instead of obeying the 
green light, I put my killing machine in park, opened my door and ushered the others across. 
While college students trying to escape campus honked in exasperation, I imagined I was 
doing what should have been done in the first place: being a traffic cop for the artists in this 
world. As hundreds of choristers crossed into campus, I imagined them as an infinite procession 
of the true, unnamed and forgotten heroes of history, those who would never kill someone that I 
love. 

By Troy Place

Troy lives in Battle Creek and teaches technical communication and report writing in 

the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences at WMU. He enjoys spending time with 

his young children, Colton and Amara, and wife Nicole. Troy has been published in “The 

Dickinson Review,” “The Sow’s Ear Poetry Review,” and “The Dan Rivers Anthology,” and 

he published a novel, “Pizza Pie and Politics: How Mitchell Moon Lost His Childhood.”
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ARK hARShA’S family tree has 
deep roots on his Vicksburg 
property that is just 10 years 

away from becoming a Michigan Centen-
nial Farm — one that has been owned by 
the same family for 100 years. 

Mark has lived on the farm since 
1986, but prior to his purchase of it, 
the property belonged to his grandfa-
ther. Mark’s great-grandfather, Samuel 
harsha, owned the property and willed 
it to his son, Mark’s grandfather, Russell. 
Prior to Samuel’s death, Russel had been 
farming that parcel as 
well as the quarter-section 
on the southwest corner 
of Portage Road and U 
Avenue, which Samuel 
also owned and passed on 
to his daughter. U Avenue, in fact, was 
known as harsha Road in the late 1800s.

Among the current outbuildings 
on the farm is an 1850s-era, one-room 
schoolhouse then known as harsha 
School that Mark’s grandfather moved 
from its original location on the corner 
of Portage Road and U Avenue to a 
location closer to the farmhouse. he 
converted it into a granary, and now 
Mark, a self-taught woodworker, uses it 

Mark Harsha 
stands on the 
back porch of his 
farmhouse. He 
crafted the railing 
of wood from his 
farm woodlot.
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as a workshop, giving the building a third incarnation. 
As an architect, woodworker, and conservationist, this sort of reuse is charac-

teristic of Mark’s general interest in preservation, both historic and natural. This 
interest comes into play in his architectural work as well as in the management 
of his farm. Mark could be considered a “gentleman farmer”; he leases his 115 
acres of land rather than farming it himself. The lease covers most of his property 
taxes — it doesn’t yield any profit. But keeping the farm intact is very important to 
him. “I do this to preserve the farmlands that are quickly disappearing,” he says.

Mark also gets enjoyment and sustenance from the land, and through it he is 
able to do his part for wildlife conservation. “The farm provides me the opportuni-
ty to garden, hunt, and manage the woodlot and wildlife. In combination with the 
farmer (who leases it), we have planted wildlife feed plots in areas that are not eas-
ily cultivated,” he says. A mixture of perennial grasses and other plants provides 

nutritious food throughout the year for 
wildlife such as deer and turkeys. This 
benefits him and other area farmers 
in two ways: It helps keep deer from 
destroying nearby croplands, and it pro-
vides wildlife habitat for hunting. Mark 
hunts ducks and geese along gourdneck 
Creek that borders his farm, and he also 
hunts deer on his property.

Mark also keeps a large vegetable gar-
den, despite having once sworn he would 
never have one. “For 30 or 40 bucks worth 
of seed, you get hundreds of dollars worth 
of vegetables for a little effort. They taste 
better, and they’re better for you,” he says.

Raised in Battle Creek, Mark at-
tended college at Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, getting degrees in architecture and 
structural engineering. he has worked as 
an architect for over 20 years and was a 
principal at gove Associates in Kalama-
zoo until he sold his interest in the firm a 
couple of years ago when it merged with 
another company. At gove he worked on 
projects such as the Bronson Place retire-
ment community and public libraries in 
Sturgis, hillsdale, and Paw Paw.

Now in private practice, Mark is 
currently working on various residential 
and miscellaneous projects in th Kala-
mazoo area. 

Mark’s interests are many and var-
ied, so along with his career, the farm, 
and woodworking, he also finds time 
to volunteer, and he belongs to various 
professional, community service, and 
conservation organizations. he’s been a 
member of the Kalamazoo Rotary Club 
for 15 years and has volunteered for it 
and other local Rotary clubs in various 
capacities. he says he rarely sits still but 
enjoys every bit of his busy life. “If you’re 
enjoying what you’re doing, I think that’s 
the most important part,” he says.

For Mark, one especially enjoyable 
side of his profession is its problem-
solving aspect. Laughing, he recalls a 
time on a job when a colleague was upset 
about a problem they were encountering. 
“I said, ‘When don’t we have a problem? 
That’s all we do is solve problems. It’s a 
problem-solving field.’”

Mark made this 
cherry  wood 
back door using 
mortise and 
tenon joinery.
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One of the most challenging proj-
ects of his career was the Lake County 
Courthouse in Baldwin, which required 
problem-solving of a financial as well 
as an architectural nature because the 
community was among the poorest in 
the state. “We structured the largest 
federal loan that had ever been given in 
the country (and) figured out a way they 
could house prisoners and pay the loan 
back through prisoner exchange.”

The nearly $8 million project linked 
the courthouse and jail together for easy 
transfer of prisoners between buildings, 
and it was “historically sympathetic” to 
the existing buildings. he particularly 
likes this aspect of architecture — striv-
ing to preserve the character of a build-
ing, for example, by matching brick 
colors and other details. 

Mark is also proud of this project 
because they ended up with a satisfied 
client. “For me, if the client’s happy, I’m 
pretty happy. I think that’s the important 
part,” says Mark. 

Mark is now applying his inter-
est in historic preservation, 
as well as his woodworking 

skills, to renovation of his home, the 
original farmhouse on the property. 
having been first exposed to woodwork-
ing in seventh grade, Mark later gained 
his first experience in milling wood for 
custom cabinets and tables on a sum-
mer job at an interiors firm in Oklahoma 
City. he is now a serious woodworker 
who doesn’t shy away from attempting 
progressively more involved projects.

A few years ago, he started acquiring 
major woodworking equipment, includ-
ing a sawmill (see sidebar), with plans to 
improve and expand his farmhouse. So 
far he has built a new back-porch railing 
and a kitchen counter of curly maple with 
removable cutting boards that fit over the 
sink. he also replaced two old, rickety 
doors with sturdy and beautiful ones 
built with mortise and tenon joinery —  
essentially interlocking the pieces of 
wood together with slots. The new door, 
one that leads to the basement, is walnut 

and maple, and the back door is cherry, a 
favorite of his because of the way it devel-
ops a patina over time. “It’s not a particu-
larly easy wood to work, but it’s beautiful 
in a finished project,” he says. 

Mark says the more he works on 
various types of projects, the better he un-
derstands why renovation and construc-
tion cost so much. Although the wood he 
used for his doors came from his own lot, 
he says the craftsman-type hardware for 
a door costs about $130. he considers all 
the steps — from felling the trees to saw-
ing the wood to constructing and finish-
ing a door, not to mention transportation: 
“It’s easy to see how fine doors can cost 
thousands of dollars,” he says.

Mark is also developing a deeper 
appreciation for the work of other 
craftsmen. One cherished piece of fur-
niture in the harsha home is a Stickley 
hutch made from cherry wood, which 
was inherited from his wife deborah’s 
grandmother. 

Mark recently finished a pair of 
cherry bookcases for his house based on 
a design by the Arts and Crafts architects 
Charles and henry greene, famous for 
designing the Proctor & gamble house 
in Pasadena, Calif., which was featured 
in “Back to the Future” and other mov-
ies. he admired the style, so he set out to 
emulate one of the designs from pictures, 
keeping the parts he liked while making 

some adaptations.
It was highly detailed work. The 

bookcases, like much of greene and 
greene’s work, are made with mortise 
and tenon joinery also, and they feature 
many small, time-consuming details, 
including ebony plugs, which are mostly 
decorative. he uses his skills as an archi-
tect to figure out projects such as this. 
he says it helps “to be used to seeing that 
way—visualizing things in 3-d ... (but) 
it doesn’t mean it’s easy to put together.”

Of this project, he says, “For learn-
ing, it’s been really interesting, but I 
didn’t know how tedious it was going to 
be. I don’t think I’d ever do anything like 
this again.”

But there’s no doubt he’ll try 
something else. Mark says that, accord-
ing to his wife, he is “too interested in 
too many things.” As he puts it: “I pick 
something up, and I want to tackle it.”

The latest woodworking project 
he’s “tackled” incorporates his pas-
sion for fly fishing, an activity his wife 
and two young sons also enjoy. Mark 
has been tying flies for 10 to 15 years, 
but recently he started doing it for an 
aesthetic rather than purely practical 
purpose. he has created some framed 

Harsha

Russell and Blanch Harsha, Mark’s 
grandparents, built the farmhouse in which 
Mark now lives with his wife, Deborah, and his 
two young sons, Alex and Thomas.
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compositions combining art prints he 
has purchased of different types of trout 
along with samples of flies used with 
each particular species. Interested in 
creating completely original works of 
art, he next plans to pair drawings of 
his own with the appropriate flies.

In discussing these with art dealers, 
he’s found some interest in commission-
ing his works. But, he says, “Most of 
the artistic items I make I do for family, 
friends, gifts. I don’t approach it from a 
salesman’s standpoint, though I’ve had 
people want me to do work for them.”

Mark inherited his creativity and 
analytic ability from a line of teach-
ers. “My mom was an art teacher, my 
grandma was an art teacher, my other 
grandmother was a mathematics teacher, 
and my dad taught French, Spanish, and 
English. So some of the teaching and the 
math and the art kind of collided there,” 
says Mark, who also volunteers as a Bible 
school teacher at St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church and mentors academically chal-
lenged high-school students through a 
program of the Vicksburg Rotary.

Although he clearly likes to give 
back, Mark is currently building some-
thing for himsef: a fly-tying bench with 
a pull-out table and drawers to organize 
all his materials and keep them out of 
sight when not in use. The bench is built 
from curly maple, and the fronts of the 
drawers will be a wood from Puerto Rico 
called Blue Mahoe. he describes it as 
“the only blue wood known to man,” and 
which will darken when it is finished 
and will look like water. he will then 
mount metal fish handles in random 
positions on the drawers to create a 
whimsical design that will look like the 
fish are schooling.

As Mark has gotten involved with 
more stages of the woodworking process, 
he’s come to appreciate the variety and 
beauty in wood. “One of the things 
that’s really neat about milling is it’s 
like Christmas, because you don’t know 
what’s inside a log,” he says. While some-
times it may be nothing but bugs

(Continued on page 40)
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ARK hARShA is in the process 
of building a complete wood-
working operation on his farm. 

he has his own woodlot from which to 
harvest timber, which he can turn into 
boards on his own sawmill, dry in his 
solar kiln, and transform into finished 
pieces in his workshop.

he began converting the former
granary/schoolhouse on his property to 

a workshop 
about six 
years ago 
and has been 
working on it 
since then, as 
time and life’s 
interrup-

tions have allowed. When he started, the 
interior was just a concrete slab with no 
ceiling. he has been slowly improving it, 
taking down some of the walls of the gra-
nary storage rooms, insulating the outside 
walls, and adding a ceiling. It’s still a work 
in progress, he says.

As a preservationist, Mark made 
sure to retain some signs of the build-
ing’s past lives, preserving and repainting 
the bushel notations his grandfather had 
marked outside each room of the granary 
to note how much grain it could hold.

The centerpiece of the workshop is 
a combination machine with a planer, 
shaper, sliding circular saw, and mortis-
er. It can even cut molding. When he was 
making decisions about what machinery 
to buy for the workshop, he discussed 
options with his wife, deborah. She 
thought he didn’t have enough room for 
so many different machines and encour-
aged him to consider the combination 

machine. “That was a really good recom-
mendation on her part,” he says.

“This machine does a whole boatload of 
stuff, and it’s really compact,” Mark says. Some 
people don’t like to use combination machines 
because a lot of set-up is required to switch 
from one tool to another. But for him, he says, 
“It’s been a really nice machine to have.” 

he also has a band saw with a large blade 
that can re-saw very thick lumber. he says he 
did get nicked once and learned quickly to 
be serious about safety. “It didn’t take but one 
little exercise there. I’m always very careful, 
but if you don’t have your game on when 
you’re doing this stuff, I can guarantee you’re 
going to cut something off,” he says.

All machines are dangerous, he points 
out, though the carriage for the sliding circu-
lar saw on the combination machine means 
the woodworker doesn’t have to push the 
board right up to the blade. “It’s far safer in 
some regards than the average table saw.”

Another important feature of the 
workshop is a dust-collection system with 
ports and hoses to pull dust out of the ma-
chines. A friend also sold him an electro-
static dust collector that was formerly used 
in a local car dealership’s paint booth. It 
removes fine micron dust that would other-
wise be inhaled. “If you don’t like dust, you 
shouldn’t be a woodworker — it’s part of the 
process, unfortunately,” Mark says.

One of his prized pieces of equipment 
is a Wood-Mizer sawmill, which is portable 
and can be extended to make beams up 
to 70 feet long. Mills like this are used to 
build mountain lodges out west, he says, 
and you could build an entire home — in-
cluding siding, studs, shingles, and cedar 
shakes — using one.

A portable, 
expandable 
Wood-Mizer 
sawmill allows 
Mark to cut logs 
into lumber.

Mark designed and installed this solar 
drying kiln on his property this past summer.
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The mill is partially automated with 
a hydraulic lift to raise the milling deck up 
and down. “It’ll saw through a lot of lumber 
in no time,” Mark says, but it is a workout, 
involving a lot of walking to guide the wood 
through the mill. To make his work easier, 
he’s improvised a forklift for removing 
finished lumber from the mill by welding a 
large set of tongs to a backhoe. 

The latest addition to Mark’s lumber 
operation is a solar drying kiln of his 
own design, which he installed on the 
slab where the former cattle barn stood. 

The solar kiln will essentially speed 
up the air-drying process four times. As 
opposed to most commercial kilns, which 
are pressurized and highly temperature 
controlled, this kiln uses the sun’s rays to 
dry out lumber. Fans circulate the air, and 
a moisture meter lets some moisture back 
in at night to keep the wood from drying 
too fast on the outside, preventing “case 
hardening,” a phenomenon in which 
interior moisture can cause boards to split 
if the outsides dry too quickly. Mark says 
woodworkers usually prefer this type 
of kiln-dried lumber over commercially 
dried lumber because it is more stable and 
easier to work with.

Currently, Mark barters his milling 
services for wood or for help on his own 
projects, but he has hopes to turn his 
milling operation into a money-maker. 
he says, “Our concept is to try to keep 
developing the mill process to try to even-
tually get some lumber built up, maybe 
sell some, as well as use it for residential 
work.” As time progresses and the lumber 
market improves, he hopes to use the mill 
and the kiln to produce lumber from his 
woodlot for sale. To that end, he is also 
taking lumber certification courses. 

having a portable mill may also 
allow him to offer his services to people 
with their own timber to process. he 
gives an example: “If you have a bunch 
of downed trees at somebody’s house, it 
would be possible to bring it there.” 

Mark’s woodworking workshop was 
originally the historic Harsha schoolhouse 
that his grandfather moved from a nearby 
corner for use as a granary.
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or nails, other times you find surprising 
beauty, he says.

Sometimes this beauty is  
actually caused by disease in the wood, 
he says, such as the optical illusion 
called chatoyance, which makes some 
woods, like tiger maple, appear to have 
three-dimensional ripples. he offers 
birdseye maple as another example. “It is 
believed there is more birdseye maple in 
northern Michigan than any place in the 
world,” Mark says. 

Other than a few exotic woods that 
he has used for accents on some of the 
pieces he builds, almost all of the wood 
he uses comes either from his own lot or 
from around the Vicksburg and Kala-
mazoo area. he purchases curly maple 
from elsewhere in the state. To manage 
his wood supply, he has voluntarily 
started a timber-management plan with 
the assistance of a state forester. Through 
this program that involved visits from a 
state forestry representative, and which 
is funded by the USdA, he has learned 
much about the make up of his trees, 
including which trees in his 16-acred 
woodlot should be removed and why.

In addition to relying on indigenous 
wood, Mark is concerned with preserv-
ing natural resources and tries to recycle 
the by-products of the woodworking 
process. Friends with horses take most 
of his sawdust (except that from walnut 
wood, which horses don’t like), but he is 
also trying to find uses for an ever-grow-
ing collection of scrap wood, including 
“gators,” the bark-covered outer parts of 

In his profession as architect, the Lake  
County courthouse is one of Mark’s proudest 
achievements.
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A kind word. A warm smile. A gentle touch. We provide

professional care and loving compansionship for older adults who
need assistance or supervision during the day. When it comes to

caring for your loved one, the little things matter, too.

Call Today! Now Enrolling for Fall.

373-3200
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2255 W. Centre Avenue at Oakland Drive, Portage
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a log left after it is sawed into planks. he 
is in the process of installing an ecologi-
cally friendly, wood-burning heater to 
make use of these. It burns cleanly with 
85-percent efficiency, and he expects 
it will replace almost all of his heating 
costs for natural gas.

Mark had hoped to make use of the 
wood from a mulberry tree he cut down on 
his property. This variety is not ordinarily 
used for woodworking, but he wanted to 
build his fly-tying bench with it.

To his disappointment, it didn’t 
yield enough lumber — but it did yield a 
surprise.

When starting to mill it, he was 
amazed. “You don’t know the beauty of 
what nature is until you start cutting a 
piece of wood,” he says.

The mulberry was shot through 
with streaks of purple. 

An avid fly fisherman, Mark has crafted a 
fly-tying bench for his own use. Despite the 
intricate joinery used, he completed it in just 
over three weeks. Mark ties his own flies and 
has framed trout prints with a sampling of flies 
appropriate to that trout species. This photo 
displays the rainbow trout.
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SIMPLY SINATRA
Step into the magical life of one of the world’s greatest entertainers. 
The incomparable Steve Lippia pays homage to a great icon while 
joined by a 10-piece Big Band live on stage. Lippia has performed 
with dozens of major symphonies to sold-out audiences across the 
country, and gained national recognition for his warm and engag-
ing stage presence. And when Lippia begins to sing, you’ll think 
you’re listening to “The Chairman of the Board” himself. “So stop 
what you’re doing and head to the [theater]... because he’s that 
good.”—New York Daily News 

SPRING AWAKENING 
WINNER 8 TONY AWARDS® INCLUDING 
BEST MUSICAL!
The winner of 8 Tony Awards®, including Best Musical— told 
by Duncan Sheik and Steven Sater through “The most gorgeous 
Broadway score this decade.”(Entertainment Weekly)   
   
SPRING AWAKENING explores the journey from adolescence to 
adulthood with poignancy and passion you will never forget. The 
landmark musical SPRING AWAKENING is an electrifying fusion 
of morality, sexuality and rock & roll that is exhilarating audiences 
across the nation like no other musical in years. Join this group of 
late 19th century German students on their passage, as they navigate teenage self-discovery 
and coming of age anxiety in a powerful celebration of youth and rebellion in the daring, 
remarkable SPRING AWAKENING. “Broadway may never be the same again!” — NY Times. 
 
SPRING AWAKENING is an important piece of theatre but may not be for all audiences.  A 
powerful coming of age story, it contains mature themes, sexual situations, nudity and 
explicit language.

Sunday

OCT. 24
3 p.m.

Friday  

NOV. 5

 8 p.m.

2010-11 SEASON

Thursday  

NOV. 4

 7:30 p.m.

ABBA MANIA
‘ABBA MANIA’ has been delighting audiences and selling out UK 
theatres since its formation in 1999. In 2010 the show continues to 
conquer the world touring New Zealand, Denmark, Spain, South 
Africa, Singapore, South Korea and Australia. If you’re looking for 
an excuse to party, reminisce or simply be entertained by the best 
music there has ever been, then ABBA MANIA is for you! Includes: 
‘Mamma Mia,’ ‘Voulez Vous,’ ‘Dancing Queen,’ ‘Winner Takes It 
All,’ ‘Super Trouper’ and many more.

+
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“We had no money,” says Marijo.
“Every time someone wanted to get 

rid of something, they would call us,” 
says John. “Couches, chairs, refrigerators 
… anyone who wanted to upgrade knew 
where to get rid of their stuff … call the 
Carneys!” 

In the early ’80s the Carneys hired 
a second student to work with John on 
the original house — Steve Nelson, now 
chairman of hope College’s art depart-
ment. he helped John drywall, build the 
stairs, and shingle the exterior.  

The Carneys also enlisted the help 
of friends. They threw a couple of parties 
in 1980: first a well-drilling party and 
then a house-painting party.

Running water became a real-
ity after the Carneys passed out flyers 
inviting friends and family “to a potluck 
with beer, and a well to drive,” says 
John. “You basically drive a pipe into the 
ground with a heavy weight to reach the 
water.”

“Everyone took turns pounding,” 
says Marijo. 

The house-painting party later 
that year was a similar affair except it 
involved a 30-gallon bucket of paint to 
cover the plywood exterior of the house. 
Instead of pounding a pipe, he says, 
“People gathered to paint the sides of the 
house with paint rollers.” 

John calls the ’70s and ’80s — while 
the couple raised their family, built their 
careers and worked on the house — a 
“seminal” period. While he was building 
the photography department at WMU, 
Marijo worked as a part-time art teacher 
for the Kalamazoo Public Schools, 
WMU, and Kalamazoo Valley Communi-
ty College. In the late ’70s Marijo devel-
oped a strong interest in calligraphy. By 
1980 she was working as a professional 
calligrapher, and a short while later she 
started offering calligraphy classes in 
Kalamazoo. 

John says that when they bought the 
property in 1971 they also purchased a 
fortune in wood. As trees were cleared to 
make room for additions and improve-
ments, he color coded the felled trees by 

species — primarily beech and maple, 
but also cherry and oak. 

John became an avid reader of 
woodworking magazines and slowly 
taught himself to become a woodcrafts-
man. Over the years he purchased 
equipment that he used to make doors 
and upgrades to the house. Later he 
used wood from the property to trim the 
couple’s larger, current house.

The decision to move to Schoolcraft 
from Kalamazoo and transform 
the small house into a complex of 

studios and living space wasn’t made until 
2000. That’s when John decided to retire 
early after 34 years of teaching at WMU 
to pursue art full time. Their daughters 
had finished school and left home. The 
couple realized that the quantity of art 
work, equipment and tools they had accu-
mulated over 34 years was far more than 
their home on Tipperary could accom-
modate. They wanted a place where they 
could both live and work — and the forest 
property beckoned. 

For two years they worked with 
Kalamazoo-based architect and artist 
Michael dunn to design a home and 

work space that would blend the old and 
the new. The result: a house with seven 
gables. They broke ground in September 
of 2000. general construction with con-
tractor dale Beauchamp of Beauchamp 
Contracting in Kalamazoo took a year 
and a half. It took another four years to 
finish the inside of the house. 

They still owned their city home, 
but for over a year the Carneys basically 
lived in an empty room next to John’s 
woodshop in the barn they had built in 
1994 on the forest property. The whole 
project was such a huge undertaking that 
they wanted to be there to oversee and 
assist when workers came at 6 a.m.

Once the skeleton of the house was 
in place, John spent 40–50 hours a week 
in his shop, handcrafting wood trim, 
much of the cabinetry, door jams, several 
exterior doors, and the stairs. For mate-
rials he used lumber from their acreage 
and recycled beams and timbers from 
demolition sites of papermills in the 
area. he also used resawn beams from 
the razed Ramada Inn in Kalamazoo.

The size of the house can feel im-
posing, but the natural elements of the 
finish work, including scattered  

Carney
(Continued from page 9)

John color coded the wood by different species and saved every log that was removed from the property. 
He incorporated the lumber into the finishing of the interior. At right is the sawed lumber from those trees.
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At Keystone, you’ll find a very different experience 
from what you get at the national megabanks. 
We’re locally owned and operated, and eager to 
get to know you so we can make sure we’re doing 
everything we can to help you reach your goals.

Visit us anytime at keystonebank.com, 
or just stop by your local branch.

I moved to a bank that actually makes 
decisions in the same state.

A Keystone mortgage is a better choice. 
We service our own loans, so answers 
and advice are always close at hand.
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imprints of leaves taken from the prop-
erty and pressed into the concrete of 
the entrance walkway by Marijo, add an 
element of warmth, beauty and charm. 
The enormous front door with trim was 
handcrafted by John from two mature 
cherry trees he found entwined together 
in their woods. “They looked like they 
were growing out of the same stump,” he 
says. When he cut them, they fell to the 
ground together. 

Once inside, visitors find them-
selves in a broad hallway that serves as 
a gallery for the couple’s work: John’s 
photographs are to the left, Marijo’s cal-
ligraphic art pieces are to the right. The 
first floor is almost all studio space — one 
for John and one for Marijo. Also on that 
floor is a large darkroom and a living 
room with a massive stone fireplace. 
Many of the stones were brought as sou-
venirs from other parts of the country.

The ceilings are two stories high, 
and abundant light streams into both 
studios from tall windows that frame 
fabulous views of the surrounding lawn, 
gardens and a man-made pond, possible 
because of the high water table, and suit-
able for swimming.  

The upper level is the couple’s living 
quarters. It is airy and spacious, with 
high ceilings, wood floors, and wood 
accents largely handcrafted by John. 
The kitchen, living and dining rooms 

Carney
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are melded together in a single large 
space, and around a corner is the master 
bedroom, bathroom and laundry room. 
The guest room and crib room on that 
floor accommodate visiting children and 
grandchildren.

Artistic contributions from their 
daughter, Erin, a painter in New York City 
(who witnessed the World Trade Towers 
going down on 9/11), include a series of 
sculpted leaf-themed ceiling medallions 
above each hanging lamp and room fan. 
A large painting of the two cherry trees 
John used to craft the front door appears 
on the staircase-landing wall.

“This has been a wonderful ex-
perience. It’s the first time in our lives 
that our loves and interests have come 
together — nature, gardening, art, and 
home — in one place,” says John. “As na-
ture makes beautiful things, we in turn 
try to mimic nature — we try to make 
beautiful things.”

Indeed, life seems to have come full 
circle for this artist couple. Their studios 
and home are combined under a single 
roof in a beech-maple forest, their once-
scattered tools, equipment and workspac-
es consolidated into a single area. Marijo 
says, “We marvel all the time. We say, ‘do 
we really live here?’”  

The entryway of the house features beams 
salvaged from local paper mills. The door is 
made of cherry from the property, designed and 
built by John in his workshop on the property.

Write Your Life — This two-part work-
shop will teach you how to write your 
family stories and make them entertain-
ing and memorable. To register, call 329-
4542 ext 600. The cost is $5 to attend both 
sessions, payable at the first session. Oct. 
30, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and Nov. 6, 
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990

Identity and the American Landscape: 
The Photography of Wing Young Huie — 
A traveling exhibition of 50 pieces serving 
as a retrospective of the artist’s 30-year 
career. Through Jan. 16.
Race — Investigating race and human 
variation through the framework of sci-
ence, this exhibit will help individuals of 
all ages better understand the origins and 
manifestations of race and racism in every-
day life. Opens Oct. 2.
Safe Halloween: Color My World — 
Trick-or-treat on the mall behind the 
museum, wear your costumes, and create 
brightly colored halloween crafts. Free 
Planetarium shows every half hour, 11 
a.m.–4 p.m. Oct. 30.
Planetarium Programs — The digiStar 
planetarium presents programs through 
November 24. “New horizons,” daily at 
3 p.m.; “Mystery of the Missing Moon,” 
weekdays, 11 a.m., Sat., 1 p.m., Sun., 2 
p.m.; “Starry Messenger,” Sat., 2 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555

Super Science Saturday — Activities for 
kids and families, geared to upper elemen-
tary and middle school students. “design 
an Alien,” Oct. 23.

Ghosts of Aviations Past — A special 
halloween presentation full of haunts and 
howls recommended for those over the age 
of 10. Oct. 30, 7–10 p.m.

Nature

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-9211

Grassland Birds — Caleb Putnam, coor-
dinator of the Michigan Important Birding 
Areas program, will speak. Oct. 25, 7:30 
p.m. People’s Church, 1758 N. 10th St.

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Bird Banding Up Close — drop in to visit 
the Bird Banders as they bring back the 
first birds of the day. Oct. 9, 
9–10:30 a.m.
Fall Color Walk — Enjoy the colors of 
fall while walking through the woods and 
learning how and why we see these beauti-
ful changes in the leaves. Oct. 10, 2–3 p.m.
Boomers and Beyond — Preparing for 
winter is the topic. Bring a lunch and enjoy 
some sweet treats to finish this program for 
adults, age 55+.
“Nature as We See It” — An exhibition by 
artists Marie Wilke-dolber, James R. Eng-
berts, and Mike LaJoice, will be in the glen 
Vista gallery. Opening Oct. 5. A reception 
with the artists will be held
Oct. 30, 12–2 p.m.

Kellogg Biological Station
671-2510

Bird Sanctuary Guided Walks — Walk 
the grounds with knowledgeable volun-
teers and staff. Oct. 23, 10–11:30 a.m. 
12685 E. C Ave.
Birds & Beans — Join a bird walk 
followed by coffee and discussion. Oct. 13, 
8:30–10 a.m. 12685 E. C Ave.

(Continued from page 29)
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SAFE. SIMPLE. CONVENIENT.

World Traveler. 

Jaime’s Travel Tip?“Traveling light, with only a carry-
on if possible, makes every part 
of your trip easier.” 

As a Human Resources executive for 
Pfizer, the world’s largest research-based 
pharmaceutical company, Jaime Lozada 
gets around.  Travel is a necessity. 

But an important part of Lozada’s world 
are his wife and 2-year-old son, whose 
eyes light up when daddy gets home.  

“I’ve worked in New York City -- with two 
hours of commuting -- and I can tell you 
we love the things we can do as a family 
in Kalamazoo,” says the Colombian-born 
professional. 

“As a former commuter, I don’t relish a long 
car drive, so having this airport here, close to 
work and our home, really works for me.” 

Lozada is among the thousands of employees 
in Southwestern Michigan who stay connected 
to the world through the Kalamazoo/Battle 
Creek International Airport. 

And better things are ahead, as workers 
construct a new terminal, due to be completed 
in the Spring of 2011.

Malaga, Spain. 
This Mediterranean 
seaport features a 
Picasso museum; 
the Cathedral 
of Malaga built 
between the 1500–
1700s with 24 altars; 
the Alcazaba, a 
Moorish fortification 
constructed in the 
8th–11th centuries; 
and a Roman-theater excavation. All are within a short walking distance 
from cozy hotels and street-side eateries patronized by people who relish 
the outdoor charm of this community. 

Encore contributor Robert Weir recently returned from a four-month journey to seven nations, 
traveling by air, train, and ship. Related articles will appear in later Encore issues. 

Answer!

Around the World

(question on page 10)

We’d love to share your 
poetry with Kalamazoo-area 
readers. Please submit
a short personal profile to 
accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com
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SAFE. SIMPLE. CONVENIENT.

World Traveler. 

Jaime’s Travel Tip?“Traveling light, with only a carry-
on if possible, makes every part 
of your trip easier.” 

As a Human Resources executive for 
Pfizer, the world’s largest research-based 
pharmaceutical company, Jaime Lozada 
gets around.  Travel is a necessity. 

But an important part of Lozada’s world 
are his wife and 2-year-old son, whose 
eyes light up when daddy gets home.  

“I’ve worked in New York City -- with two 
hours of commuting -- and I can tell you 
we love the things we can do as a family 
in Kalamazoo,” says the Colombian-born 
professional. 

“As a former commuter, I don’t relish a long 
car drive, so having this airport here, close to 
work and our home, really works for me.” 

Lozada is among the thousands of employees 
in Southwestern Michigan who stay connected 
to the world through the Kalamazoo/Battle 
Creek International Airport. 

And better things are ahead, as workers 
construct a new terminal, due to be completed 
in the Spring of 2011.



KNI • 1700 Gull Road • Kalamazoo, MI 49048 • 269.342.1099 • www.kniimaging.com

Keep your options open.
Your physician has powerful tools to provide you with medical images.

Even an Olympic swimmer with a 7-foot arm span
can stretch out in KNI’s high-field open magnet.

MRI patients who need more room, who feel uneasy in 
tight spaces, or who need specialty exams for orthopedic 
procedures often find comfort in high-field open magnets. 

KNI has the has the most powerful and versatile medical 
imaging equipment available in Southwest Michigan, and 
has the medical expertise to provide your physician with 
the test results you need.

KNI will continue to introduce area physicians to new 
developments in breast imaging, cardiac imaging, 
neuroimaging, orthopedic imaging and functional imaging. 

So, when medical imaging is important to you or your 
family, learn more about your options at www.kniimaging. com.




