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Financial Security from Generation to Generation

 
Reporters tend to narrowly focus on 

two groups of investors: those who see 

the glass half full, and those who see it 

half empty. But investing is never that 

simple. Global markets comprise  

endlessly repeating cycles of ups and 

downs over any extended period, during 

which there is opportunity for money 

to be made, or at a minimum preserved.  

An essential element of  success is  

appropriate asset allocation. Financial 

advisors are very good at preaching it, 

but few have the resources and attention 

span to practice it. An exception is 

Greenleaf Trust. With billions in assets 

and the distinction of being one of 

Michigan’s first trust-only banks, we 

have the extensive human and financial 

capital to competently manage the  

complexities of  wealth from one  

generation to the next. It’s far from 

easy, but because of our broad, long-

term perspective and unique, client-

centric team approach, the proverbial 

glass is neither half full nor half empty: 

it’s 100% opportunity.

Optimist. Pessimist. Enthusiast.

B RO N SO N  N E U RO S C I E N C E  CEN T ER

WHERE GREAT MINDS THINK, 
COLLABORATE AND SOLVE AS ONE.  
Over the past several years, top neuroscience specialists from around the country have joined 

the Bronson team. They’re drawn here because they want to be part of something special. 

While their skill, talent and technology are second to none, the collaborative approach to 

caring for each patient truly sets us apart. Ask those who know from firsthand experience — 

there’s no other neuroscience center in southwest Michigan like it. Learn more about the 

great minds of Bronson Neuroscience Center at bronsonneurosciencecenter.com. 

BRONSON TEAM OF  PHYSICIANS: 
FRONT ROW (l-r): Hisanori Hasegawa, MD; Dennis Jewett, MD
SECOND ROW (l-r): Nadeem Mirza, MD; Dean Kindler, MD; Alain Fabi, MD; Daniel Fain, MD
THIRD ROW (l-r): Kellie Sweet, DO; Kelly Ybema, MD; Paula Kilmer, MD; Daryl Warder, MD, PhD
BACK ROW (l-r): Patrick Noonan, MD; Gregory Wiggins, MD; Chris Sloffer, MD

bronsonneurosciencecenter.com
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SEE, TASTE & TOUCH
THE POSSIBILITIES WITH THE

SCHOLTEN DIFFERENCE

Call Dan to learn how 
you can experience 
luxury living at an 
affordable price.

Visit our Showroom
1728 S. Westnedge Ave.

(269) 345-1166
scholtenkitchenandbath.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS, Happy Hanukkah, Joyous Kwanzaa, Happy 

Eid, Happy Holidays. This is the time of year when people of many 

different faiths and cultural origins celebrate and rejoice. It is a 

time of year when we gather with friends and family to celebrate 

our love for one another and exchange gifts to 

share that love.

This is also a time when we share 

holiday greetings with friends and strangers 

alike as a way to brighten the moment of this 

joyous season.

But if this is such a wonderful time of 

year, why do so many people spoil the spirit 

of the occasion for themselves by getting 

ruffled feathers when greeted with Happy 

Holidays instead of Merry Christmas? 

Perhaps both the use of a generic greeting and the resentment 

towards it are a sign of our times. We live in an era when some 

people want to be progressive in recognizing those with varying 

backgrounds or beliefs. These people feel they must be cognizant 

of such differences and must acknowledge that diversity whenever 

communicating with others. The flip side is the segment of our 

society that resents the notion that they should succumb to political 

correctness and continually acknowledge the differences in our 

world. These less yielding people believe that those who have come 

into our society after norms were established should conform to 

those standards — and themselves make the effort to change.

This dichotomy strikes me as similar to a discussion that occurred in 

an organization to which I belong. That group’s practice of one member 

offering an invocation prior to sharing a meal caused concern recently 

that some who took on this responsibility were presenting a blatantly 

Christian prayer to an audience that wasn’t all Christian. After thoughtful 

consideration and discussion, the leadership concluded that the priority 

should be respect and tolerance of each individual in the group, and 

that we should honor their right to pray, or not pray, in the manner in 

which they are accustomed. The directors decided that the best way to 

accomplish this would be to allow each person offering an invocation 

to do so in his or her own manner. After all, the greatest respect and 

tolerance comes not from mandating how any individual should put forth 

the invocation but from honoring the varying practices of our members.

The lesson to be learned from these deliberations is that of 

forgiveness, understanding and even flexibility as we recognize 

differences in others. We can then be genuine in expressing ourselves in 

the way in which we are most comfortable and in receiving graciously 

a variety of greetings from others. As a result, when someone wishes 

another a Merry Christmas, or Happy Holidays, or Joyous Kwanzaa, 

that greeting can be accepted for what it is — a wish for a joyous season 

of celebration, whatever words are used.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe

Rick Briscoe
Publisher
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We’ve always thought strength emerges from solid risk management.
This founding belief is one reason we continue to take a long-term view

and remain disciplined — for clients, as well as for our firm.

There’s still a place where stability and your satisfaction matter.
There’s still Raymond James. Contact us today.

125 South Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 201   |   Kalamazoo, MI 49007

269-349-7744   |   Toll-Free: 800-842-0099

THERE’S STILL AN INVESTMENT FIRM

WHERE STABILITY

MATTERS

* Your experiences may vary.
©2010 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
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Thank you, Historical Society
of Battle Creek 
In the Massie’s Michigan article in 
the November issue of Encore, we 
inadvertently neglected to thank the 
Historical Society of Battle Creek for their 
generous permission to permit publication 
of a May 1947 photo of Bob Hope with 
actress Vera Vague at Percy Jones Hospital. 
The Historical Society of Battle Creek is 
a frequent contributor to Larry Massie’s 
historical research.
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Cover: Photos of African art recently on display at the Black Arts and Cultural Center 
and photo of director Sid Ellis by Penny Briscoe. Background weaving and basket from 
the collection of Richard Tomlinson. Mask on left from the collection of Onogar Longmire. 
Mask on right from the collection of Dr. Ben Wilson. Photo of dancers by Aaron Cantrell.
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ANNE LABAT-GEPERT’s

liturgical vestments beautify 
places of worship.
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NCE uPoN A TIME, a young man was watching a play
and thought, “I can do that, too.” It turned out he could 
act, and he could direct plays, tell stories, put on puppet

shows, and produce videos, too.
Now that man, Sid Ellis, is the executive director of 

Kalamazoo’s Black Arts and Cultural Center (BACC), and he 
wants to encourage other people who think: “I can do that,” to 

pursue their creative abilities. He feels it’s his job to connect 
diverse segments of the community through the arts. He 
knows about making connections: To get where he is today, 
he has connected a diversity of creative, professional, and 
educational experiences.

Sidney Ellis was born and raised in Detroit. As a youth he 
was interested in architecture and graphic design, which he was 

Connecting People
Through Culture

Sid Ellis knows—
and shows—that
the arts can bring
all people together

Sid Ellis, executive director 
of the Black Arts and Cultural 
Center, appreciates all types of 
art. Here he shows one of his 
African-style canes purchased at 
a festival he attended. He gave 
another one to a friend in need.

Photo: Rick Briscoe
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able to pursue at Cass Technical High School—through a special 
curriculum for design. 

After graduating from high school, Sid came to Kalamazoo 
to attend Kalamazoo Valley Community College and Western 
Michigan university (WMu). At that time his main desire was 
to make money, so he considered majoring in pre-med. But he 
found that wasn’t for him. He transferred to Davenport Business 
College, and after graduating he did a seven-year stint connect-
ing people over the phone lines as an operator for AT&T and 
Michigan Bell. Following that he worked for a couple of years at 
Lakeside Home for Boys and Girls.

Sid’s forays into various aspects of the performing arts all 
started at around the same time. After joining the Christian 
Life Center, he asked his pastor, Joel Brooks Jr., about areas in 
the church where he might serve. The pastor asked about his 
interests, and Sid told how he and his fraternity brothers at 
WMu liked to make up storylines for short skits. “We would 
just be joking around, but we wouldn’t do anything serious 
about it,” he says. 

The pastor advised Sid that if that was something he en-
joyed, he should get serious and start writing his stories down. 
“If you start writing them down, you’ll start making things hap-

pen,” he said. Sid 
took the advice, and 
using his budding 
interest in drama, he began volunteering with the children’s 
ministry at the church. 

Around the same time, while attending a performance of 
“Raisin in the Sun” at the Kalamazoo Civic Black Theatre, Sid 
realized he’d like to try acting. “If they can do it, I could do it,” 
he thought to himself, and he immediately asked about the next 
opportunity to audition.

“I took all the material home, posted it all over the place 
so that I didn’t forget,” he says. “I auditioned, and my first show 
was called ‘West Memphis Mojo.’ From then, I probably was in 
at least three out of the four plays that the Civic Black Theatre 
did every year for the next six or seven years.”

When he wasn’t working on a play, Sid was learning to use 
video production equipment at the Community Access Center 
(now the Public Media Network). Within about a year, he had 
started producing his own cable access television show, “Try 
God’s Love,” for which he was also the director and main actor. 
Sid describes the program as “a Christian Carol Burnett Show.” 
As a Carol Burnett fan, he devised a Christian variety show that 

Local artist James Watkins (right) instructs  
students during a Black Arts and Cultural 
Center drawing class held at the Lake Street 
campus of the Boys & Girls Club.
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included comedy, drama, poetry, and 
singing. The program ran for about 10 
years.

This video experience led to a job at 
his church, which was in need of a part-
time children’s ministry assistant and a 
video production assistant. Sid was hired 
to fill both positions and eventually took 

over the video production full time.

Sid’s first involvement with the 
Black Arts and Cultural Center 
came when he was asked to audi-

tion for the part of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in a play the BACC was produc-
ing. He continued volunteering for the 

Center whenever he could in various 
capacities. Eventually, he directed a play 
that had won a BACC-sponsored play-
writing competition.

Sid soon added a new talent to his 
performer’s resumé when a local story-
teller named Miss Nettie (Nettie Martin) 
suggested to him that he was a storytell-
er. Sid was skeptical, but Miss Nettie had 
seen him act and told him that acting 
was storytelling. At the time, she was 
producing storytelling for the BACC, and 
she persuaded him to do a show giving a 
monologue from a play and then putting 
on a puppet skit. 

At Miss Nettie’s urging, Sid audi-
tioned to be listed in the Michigan Arts 
and Humanities Touring Directory, 
which enabled him to get hired to  

What famous monastery is built
on this mountain, which features
stone formations with a humanoid appearance?

(Answer on page 54)

The Black Arts Festival has been an annual 
event in Kalamazoo since 1986. From that first 
festival, the idea was born for the Black Arts 
and Cultural Center.
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perform around the state. He took his act 
on the road as a professional storyteller 
and puppeteer for five years. For two 
years, Sid also toured with the Mad Hat-
ters theater group, which put on educa-
tional skits about issues of diversity and 
disability. “We toured literally all over 
the united States, so that was an exciting 
opportunity,” he says.

All told, Sid volunteered for the 
BACC for about 20 years, including a 
stint on the board of directors about four 
years ago. Having gone back to school to 
get a bachelor’s degree in business man-
agement from Spring Arbor university in 
2007, he became the organization’s first 
full-time, paid director in April 2008. 

The BACC was born after Kalama-
zoo’s first Black Arts Festival in 1986. 
The idea for the festival came from Ber-
tha Barbee-McNeal, a member of the girl-
group The Velvelettes, who had attended 
a black arts festival in her hometown of 
Flint. She suggested Kalamazoo hold 
a similar event, and three local artists, 
James Palmore, Lois Jackson, and Gail 
Sydnor, took charge and worked with the 
City of Kalamazoo and others to put on 
the city’s first Black Arts Festival. 

Sid says, “After the success of that, 
they thought: ‘We want to do it again 

next year, but what can we do between 
now and next year to continue to en-
hance black arts?’ And that’s how they 
started the organization.” 

The three founded the Black Arts and 
Cultural Committee later that year (Black 
Arts and Cultural Center since 1990). 
Gail Sydnor was the BACC’s first director, 
a full-time volunteer. “She did a lot for the 
organization in a full-time capacity, but 
she wasn’t paid full-time,” Sid says. until 
Sid took the helm, the directors had been 
either volunteer or part time. 

The full-time directorship was made 
possible by grants, primarily from the Ar-
cus Foundation. BACC has subsequently 
expanded its offerings beyond the annual 
festival and monthly art exhibits, which 
had been the primary focus. “Having the 
ability to have a full-time director has 
enabled us to collaborate with other orga-
nizations and be more consistent with our 
programming,” Sid says.

The BACC’s programs receive fund-
ing from area foundations and individual 
donations. Last year the organization 
held its first annual Black and White Ball 
fundraiser and silent auction. The 2011 
event will include an auction of painted 
chairs decorated by local artists.

Among the many programs the 

Ellis

In 2004 Sid Ellis performed as a storyteller and puppeteer at the Kalamazoo Valley Museum. As part of 
the performance, Sid shared the story of a rain stick with 4-year-old Ben Sullivan of Richland.

Sid and Renita Ellis are the proud 
parents of sons Sidney and Quincy.
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1535 Gull Road, Suite 200  |  Kalamazoo, MI 49048

Your Legs  are 
Made for Walking!

Half of all people suffer from some sort of 
leg pain. Don’t stand for it. 
Painful legs could be a sign of vein disease. Premier Vein 
Center has Kalamazoo’s only physician who is board certifi ed 
in Phlebology, the medical specialty of treating vein disease. 
Our physicians use minimally 
invasive techniques to get you 
back on your feet in no time. 

Premier Vein Center participates with most insurances. 
Pre-authorization will be obtained before scheduling treatment.

Register Online or 
Call to Schedule Your 

FREE*
SCREENING 
DEC. 3 & 16

269.388.6350
PremierVeinCenter.com

*For non-Medicare patients only.

7171 STADIUM DRIVE  |  KALAMAZOO, MI 49009  |  269.381.7600  |  WWW.JVTR.COM

You need a strong supporting cast to deliver a

Jansen Valk Thompson & Reahm PC 
is dedicated to providing innovative 
solutions to our business and personal 
clients through sound, expert accounting, 
tax, and fi nancial advice.

Call today and learn how we can help
maximize your performance. 
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BACC offers are theatrical productions, 
book clubs, film series, and arts awards 
and competitions. Sid gives presentations 
at schools and businesses throughout 
the area, and though he no longer travels 
as a professional storyteller, he still 
performs on behalf of the BACC. The 
organization also provides the entertain-
ment for the Ecumenical Senior Center’s 
monthly fish-fry fundraiser. 

The BACC often collaborates 
with other organizations, such as the 
art departments at Western Michigan 
university and Kalamazoo College, as 
in 2009 when they brought renowned 
Yoruba wood carver Lamidi Fakeye to 
Kalamazoo.

Sid adds, “Most people don’t realize 
that throughout the year we offer dance 
classes, we offer art classes, we offer 
photography classes. We started a drum-
line class this past winter in the school 
system, and we’re working on an African 
American history class.”

These classes are one aspect of the 
BACC’s recent emphasis placed on youth 
programming, which aims to help kids 
see their own creative potential. 

“We’re currently working with 
WMu art teaching students on an art 
mentoring program at Edison Elemen-
tary,” Sid says. The project is designed to 
identify children with artistic potential 
and keep them on track, so that by the 
time they’re in high school they will be 
prepared to showcase themselves.

Sid says that although organizations 
like the BACC and Kalamazoo Institute 
of Arts (KIA) offer local high school 
students the chance to showcase their 
work, African American and Hispanic 

Sid and Renita Ellis are the proud 
parents of sons Sidney and Quincy.
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Kalamazoo 269.226.2950  Grand Rapids 616.831.1700  www.millerjohnson.com

MILLER JOHNSON’s 
Top Ranked Family Law Practice

The only family law practice with First-Tier Rankings in Kalamazoo and 
Grand Rapids, U.S. News & World Report and Best Lawyers 2010 
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Breast Surgery
Augmentation, Reduction,

Reconstruction
Reconstructive Procedures

Burns and Burn Scars,
Facial Trauma

Body Contouring
Liposuction, Abdominoplasty

Facial Surgery
Facelift, Eyelid Lift, 

Brow Lift, Rhinoplasty
Skin Rejuvenation

Look And Feel Your Best.
“We strive to provide a superior care experience by creating
 a pleasant personal setting for the �nest surgical procedures.”

575 W. Crosstown Parkway – Kalamazoo

Steven M. Nitsch, M.D.
www.myparkwayplasticsurgery.com

Fraxel re:store® Fractional Laser 
Resurfacing, and Hair Removal

IPL Treatment of Skin Pigment Abnormalities;
Small Blood Vessels and Hair Removal;

Laser and Chemical Peels
Microdermabrasion, Skin Medica Products, Latisse

Skin care specialist, Julie Powell, brings
21 years of expertise to our practice.

students do not seem to be taking advan-
tage of the opportunities. In trying to set 
up BACC exhibitions, he says, “It’s been 
hard to find kids who are in high school 
who have what you call ‘hang-ready’ 
work. They may be artists, but their 
work is not ready to go into a gallery.” 

In talking with teachers and school 
administrators, he has found that by the 
time kids get to high school, they’re not 
as interested in art as they were when 
they were younger. He doesn’t think 
that this is due to financial barriers. “It 
may just be that in their communities 
it’s not thought of as the cool thing to 
do, or they may not have the support or 
encouragement at home that they really 
need to do what they can do.”

The work of young artists is just 
one of many types of exhibits shown 
at the BACC’s Gail Sydnor Gallery in 
the Epic Center. The BACC regularly 
participates in the Art Hop, featuring 
a different artist or group of artists 
each month. Sid says, “It’s not just 
African-American artists — we also 
have a month for a culturally diverse 
group of artists.” Similarly, there is a 
women’s month for all women artists, 
not just African Americans. In addition 
to exhibiting high-school students, the 
BACC recently introduced a show for 
college students and other young adults 

Ellis

Moses Walker, Sid Ellis, Dr. Charles Warfield 
and the late Robert Jones enjoyed The Black 
and White Ball held at the Kalamazoo Institute 
of Arts last April. The gala event served as the 
annual fundraiser for the Black Arts Festival.
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Tour our newly remodeled Wyndham apartments

Join us for a warm and festive Holiday Open House and register 
to win a beautifully decorated Christmas tree! Refreshments will 
be served and valet parking is available.

The voices of Early Music Michigan, directed by Eric Strand, will 
perform a selection of seasonal music from 1:45 to 2:15 p.m.  

Please let us know if you plan to attend: 269.276.4055.

www.heritagecommunity.com

Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 11, 1-3 p.m.

2300 Portage Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49001
269.226.6321

Financial Advice for
You on Your Road

Through Life

Member FINRA/SIPC, A Registered Investment Adviser

Jeff K. Ross

a part of
Anything but Common®

SM

who are apprenticed to artists.
Last summer, the BACC held its 25th 

annual Black Arts Festival, the main event 
of the year. The week-long festival has a 
different cultural focus each day. Monday 
and Tuesday feature storytelling and po-
etry respectively, with workshops during 
the day and presentations in the evening. 
Wednesday is an all-day film festival, 
and Thursday is children’s day with free 
activities, lunch, and entertainment. Food 
vendors, arts and crafts vendors, and 
live musical entertainment are on hand 
at the Arcadia Creek Festival Site Friday 
through Sunday. “It’s like most of the 
other festivals, an all-day thing 11 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. with arts and entertainment 
throughout the day,” Sid says.

Sid still performs and directs, both 
in BACC productions and in other 
venues. He appeared in “Fences” 

at the Farmers Alley Theatre, and this 
fall he starred in the BACC production 
of “Looking for Talika,” written and 
directed by Dr. Von Washington Sr. 

He’s also done some commercials 
and voice-overs, and he even appeared in 
a movie filmed on WMu’s East Campus 
a few years ago. He played an orderly 
in “The Dread,” a horror movie set in a 
psychiatric hospital. He says it was a lot 
of fun, and best of all, “I didn’t die until 
the end of the movie.” 

Sid no longer does video production, 

(Continued on page 25)
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Tim Wojtyniak is a handy sort of person
and likes to help people in need, so he’s always offering to do 
tangible things, like fixing people’s cars or doing household 
chores for them. What he hadn’t thought about was using his 
passion for photography as a way to help. until, that is, he came 
across the ChangeMakers Program, a project of the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation.

The result is “Enduring Spirit,” a traveling show of pho-
tographs and life stories of some of the people who use the 
services of Ministry with Community, Kalamazoo’s only adult 
daytime drop-in shelter, which provides resources for people 
who struggle with poverty, homelessness and mental illness.

Wojtyniak, 44, has worked at Gentex Corporation in Zee-
land as a systems analyst for the past 11 years. A native of utica, 
Mich., his degrees are in psychology, and he has a certificate in 
holistic health. But ever since he was 10 years old, when his dad 
“entrusted” Wojtyniak with his own 35-mm camera, Wojtyniak 
has been hooked on photography.

“I grew up taking pictures,” Wojtyniak said. He admits to 
having become a “film cheapskate” along the way, regretting 
how much film he had to buy to get the shots he wanted. “I was 
anxious to get into digital,” he recalls and says that, since he 

entered the digital camera age, about eight years ago, he’s taken 
tens of thousands of pictures.

Wojtyniak was concentrating on taking pictures of flowers, 
particularly those in his own yard, when friend Ethan Alexan-
der told him about ChangeMakers.

According to the Kalamazoo Community Foundation, 
the ChangeMakers workshops are “action-oriented programs 
designed to provide participants with creative tools and 
inexpensive, enjoyable strategies to help them build bridges 
between people who are different from each other in some 
significant way (e.g., race, age, gender, economic status,  
sexual orientation).”

ChangeMakers gives people a chance to brainstorm ideas 
related to their passion and then gives them a $250 grant to cre-
ate a small, community project.

Wojtyniak says that, while he was excited by the idea of 
coming up with a ChangeMakers project, his first thoughts 
leaned toward auto or home repair. “Not that many people 
knew about my photography.” “It was a stretch to find a way to 
do something I really wanted to do and have it be my gift to the 
community.” he said.

Finally, says Wojtyniak, he came up with an idea: He could 

Shooting for Change
For a local photographer, a grant and a camera make a difference
By Kaye Bennett

Tim Wojtyniak prepares to capture 
another image with his camera.

16 E N C O R E  •  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 0



provide an opportunity for people who might not otherwise get 
the chance to have a nice portrait of themselves taken; then he 
would give copies of those pictures to the subjects. He decided 
to float the idea by Ministry with Community. 

Wojtyniak was attracted 
to the idea of working with 
Ministry with Community 
because, he says, “it meets 
people where they are and 
meets their needs. The 
generosity of spirit there is a 
powerful part of my affection 
for the place.”

In the fall of 2009 Woj-
tyniak was ready to begin his 
project. But he soon found 
out that he had much to 
learn about the lives of the 
people who would be  
his subjects.

Wojtyniak told Ministry’s 
activities coordinator, Gwen 
Lanier, that he would like to 
shoot pictures of subjects on 
one day and then come back 
a few days later to review the 
shots with them. Lanier told 
Wojtyniak that was unrealis-
tic. “Gwen told me that trying 
to get people to come back on 
a schedule would not be pos-
sible. She told me this is not 
the life they live.”

Wojtyniak also realized that his original idea, to give en-
larged prints to the subjects, would not work for many of them, 
because many of them probably would not have a wall on which 
to hang the pictures. 

What started me drinking is when
I was raped in Indiana at the age of 19. 

I came to Kalamazoo in 2000 from 
Gary, Ind. 

I walk with a cane now because of 
an incident that happened. It was a sober 
day for me. I found a bike with a flat tire 
behind Family Dollar. On the way down 
Westnedge to my friend’s house, the 
railroad gate was down but a driver didn’t 
want to wait for the gate to go up. He 
backed up in to me — hit my right hip and 
lower back and smashed the bike. I’ve had 
problems since then — arthritis, pain. 

I am now living in my own apartment 
where I love to do art. I want to turn my 
apartment into an art gallery where my 
work will surround me and inspire me 
to do more work. I make canes. Any-
thing that comes to my mind, I can do 
it. I paint, do copper floors, tiling. I just 
don’t climb ladders because I’m afraid of 
heights. I’m here to help touch people and 
help guide them the right way.

Audrey

The “Enduring Spirit” portrait exhibit 
is on display on the second floor of the 
WMU College of Health and Human 
Services until December 20. All of the 
photo subjects shared their stories, 
which are written on translucent 
material that covers the photos until 
slid open by the viewer. The photo in 
the lower right of the exhibit is inset 
at left.
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Wojtyniak

Reworking his idea around the  
reality of the lives of the people, Woj-
tyniak decided to shoot and review 
photos at the same appointment, and to 
offer four, four-by-six prints and a DVD 
to the subjects.

With these rules in mind, he went 
to work. Lanier informed members 
about the project and then set up a 
schedule for those who wanted their 
portraits taken.

In late November and early December 
2009, Wojtyniak took his studio 
lights and backdrops into a meeting 

room at Ministry, and over four days of 
shooting, he took 1,700 pictures of 42 
individuals, couples, or families — all of 
them “members” (the term Ministry with 
Community uses to refer to the people 
who use its services) or staff (many of 
whom are former members themselves). 

Another former member, Anthony 
Graves, served as Wojtyniak’s assistant 
for the shoot.

Wojtyniak spent 30 minutes with 
each subject, the first 10 minutes of 
which he just talked with them. “I asked, 
‘Who are you? What do you want to 
convey to the camera?’” he said.

“What do you like? What has life 

been like for you?” Wojtyniak recalls 
that one, Ernest, answered that he likes 
jazz and beautiful women. Another 
subject wanted to be photographed lying 
on the floor.

Having gotten to know a little about 
the subject, Wojtyniak shot pictures 
for the next 10 minutes or so. Then he 
reviewed the shots on a screen with the 

subjects, letting them choose 
their favorites. 

The $250 grant was soon 
exhausted, so Wojtyniak turned 
to friends and local business 
owners to help him extend the 
project. “I knew that the cheap-
er I could get the pictures done, 
the more people I could serve,” 
he said. One of his first contacts 
was Jamie Kavanaugh, owner 
of Kalamazoo Color Lab. When 
Wojtyniak explained the project 
to Kavanaugh, his response was 
“How can I help?” Kavanaugh 
helped by being “terrifically 
generous,” says Wojtyniak,  
in the price he charged for mak-
ing top-quality prints of the 
photographs. 

By the time Wojtyniak 
brought the prints back to Min-
istry for Lanier to distribute in 
December, he and the Ministry 
staff were sensing that the proj-
ect had a potential far beyond its 
initial scope. 

Monika Trahe is Ministry 
with Community’s development 
director. She recalls: “To break 

i Was 21 When i started using 
drugs. I started experimenting when 
I was younger but when my mother 
passed in 1974, I fell hard into the 
drugs. I’ve been in Kalamazoo since 
1985. I came from Chicago, trying to 
start a new life not understanding that, 
when I came here, I brought myself. 
See, things didn’t change. My problems 
came with me because I didn’t under-
stand the commitment I had to make to 
stop using drugs. 

Now I know I’m too old, my body 
can’t handle it. If I don’t address it, 
there are three options: jail, institution 
and death. I’ve already done the other 
two, now I know that death is around 
the corner for me. I understand that 
if I don’t get clean and sober, I’ll never 
know what sobriety is. 

I am going to KVCC now. The 
school work helps me stay clean so I 
can study. Every day I stay clean, I can 
do my work. I’m proud of myself — I 
can do it for me. I can’t do it for any-
body else. 

Melvin
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Endless Summer 
The Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra and 
Jeans n’ Classics Beach Boys Tribute
Saturday, January 29, 2011 at 8 p.m.
Miller Auditorium

Following the successful “Queen” concert last season, 
Jeans ‘n Classics returns to pay homage to this amazing era 
with “Good Vibrations,” “Help Me Rhonda,” “In My Room,” 

and so much more.

TICKETS:  Contact any Rotarian or
 call the KSO (269) 349-7759 
 and mention “Rotary” 

The KSO and area Rotary Clubs are proud to be joining 
together to raise money in the �ight to End Polio Now. 
Contact any Rotarian or visit www.Rotary.org. 

Harbour Bay Furniture Co.
Stuart, FL and Holland, MI

Downtown Holland · 212 S. River Ave., Holland · (616) 395-5554
Open Mon.–Sat. 10:00–5:30    www.harbourbayfurniture.com

Tray Coffee Table

the ice, Tim had asked members some 
questions. He didn’t just want smiles. 
He wanted to capture the essence of 
the person. He got to know them  
very well, and they knew him as the 
‘Picture Man.’”

Wojtyniak and Trahe both felt that 
the people’s stories, coupled with their 
images, had the potential to truly make a 
difference in the community. By display-
ing the show to a variety of audiences, 
they agreed, they could get across the 
message that Ministry’s members are 
“just like the rest of us.”

Trahe said she talked to some of the 
members who had been photographed 
and asked them if they would like to 
share their story. Nearly every one of 
them said “yes.” She made sure they un-
derstood: “Several had said some really 
revealing things, so I asked if they were 
sure. They still said ‘yes.’”

So Trahe talked with each of the 
18 people whose portraits ultimately 
ended up in “Enduring Spirit.” She says, 
“We just chatted. There was no formal 

Learn more

To learn more about the ChangeMak-
ers workshops, call the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation at 269-381-
4416, or visit www.kalfound.org.

Ministry with Community, locat-
ed at 440 N. Church St. in downtown 
Kalamazoo, is open from 6:30 a.m. 
until 5:30 p.m., every day of the year. 
It provides such services as breakfast 
and lunch, showers, laundry facilities, 
lockers, telephone and mail access, 
social-work assistance and employ-
ment transportation.

Ministry with Community says it 
provides these services with dignity, 
hope and unconditional acceptance. 
To learn more about Ministry with 
Community, call 269-343-6073, or visit 
www.ministrywithcommunity.org.

Tim says he is particularly fond of his 
photograph of these hands, which are 
of a couple of dear friends, models of 
a beautiful life together through many, 
many years.
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Wojtyniak

interview. Once they 
started talking, they 
just let it all out.”

There was a 
common theme in 
the stories that sur-
prised even Trahe, 
who has worked 
with this population 
for more than seven 
years: For each per-
son she spoke with, 
some severely tragic 
event had happened 
that had turned his 
or her life around, 
and all of them could 
name the year, even 
the day that event 
happened.

Trahe wrote the 
stories, in the mem-
bers’ own words. 
He coupled each of 
them not only with 
the subject’s portrait, 
but with a “time-
less fact,” tying in 
the individual with 
a societal problem, 
such as homelessness, drug addiction or 
sexual abuse. 

Ministry staff liked the idea of 
sharing the project at an upcoming  
Art Hop, thus increasing community 
awareness not only of the work being 
done at Ministry with Community, but 
also of the lives of the people who are 
served there.

Wojtyniak said his primary con-
cern at that time, when the project took 
this new direction, was that it be about 
the people and their stories, rather than 
about the pictures. “I didn’t want to ob-
jectify them,” he said. He came up with 
the idea of making the audience “earn 
the pictures.” By devising a set of slid-
ing panels, he made people read the life 
story, told in the subject’s own words, 
before uncovering the photograph.

Building the project presented 
technical challenges, but once again 

Wojtyniak’s friends and generous 
businesses in the community helped 
out. A woodworker friend helped with 
the frames; another helped work out 
the mechanism of the frames and let 
Wojtyniak work in his shop; Sabic 
Polymershapes came up with the Plexi-
glas to display the photos and taught 
him how to work with it. He received 
printing help from Superior Imaging 
Services.

By the March 2010 Art Hop, 18 pho-
tos and 36 frames of text were ready to 
go. The display was unveiled at the PNC 
bank on Michigan Avenue where it was a 
big hit. A common reaction, said Trahe, 
was one of “good shock.” The show, she 
says, “lets you into members’ lives. You 
understand them better and then you 
understand yourself better.”

Members whose pictures were in 
the show were thrilled, says Wojtyniak. 
“I walk in there now and I’m a minor 

celebrity,” he laughs.
But if one Art Hop could increase 

community understanding about Minis-
try with Community and its members, 
reasoned Trahe, then even more expo-
sure would be just that much better.  
As a result, the show is on display 
through December 20 at Western Michi-
gan University’s College of Health and 
Human Services. 

Trahe says that Wojtyniak has 
invested time and passion into the 
“Enduring Spirit” show that has gone far 
beyond the scope of the ChangeMakers 
workshop. “He’s in our lives for good,” 
she says.

Wojtyniak considers his Change-
Makers project a success: “If it promotes 
awareness, appreciation and financial 
support for Ministry with Community, 
then it was worth every second I’ve spent 
on it. I’m happy that, if in any way, my 
work has been useful.” 

i Was born and raised in Kalama-
zoo. My parents were divorced when I was 
young. I moved all over Michigan when I 
was younger  — me, my mom, and my two 
younger brothers. We never stayed in one 
place very long. I don’t know why. 

When I was 16, I found out I was preg-
nant. I was told I needed to get an abortion 
or get out. I couldn’t get the abortion and so 
I’ve been on my own ever since then. I  
don’t regret it. My kids are the best thing 
I ever did. I have two daughters and six 
grandbabies. 

I’ve been blessed with my apartment. 
I’ve had that almost two years now. I got a 
county voucher to start out with, and six 
months later I was granted a HARP voucher. 
Because I’m on section 8 now, I can afford 
my rent. 

I’m back at school. Everything is falling 
into place. I’m staying off the hard drugs; all 
this has helped me grow and helped me feel 
better. I’m going to school for social work. 

I’m still facing monsters, my demons, 
every day, but keeping the faith and going 
day to day is all you can pray for, and  
things will work in the end no matter how 
bad they seem.

Brenda
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The 2011 tour schedule for 
“Enduring Spirit” is as 
follows: 
•	January–February:	 

unitarian universalist 
Community Church, 
10441 Shaver Road, 
Portage.

•	July:	Parkview	Hills	 
Clubhouse, Greenleaf 
Blvd., Kalamazoo.

•	August–September:	 
Transformations  
Spirituality Center, 
3427 Gull Road, 
Kalamazoo.

Tao Tao
Saying Goodbye to My Friend 
From My Hut (1880–90)

Chinese mountains go
straight up

and down, a V-shaped
emptiness.

The Appalachians,
the Rockies—

no falling off like this.
I lean over

the precipice and there,
half a mile down,

a tiny square, some
yellow light,

and two figures like
the heads

of matches, no doubt
saying goodbye.

By Conrad Hilberry

Conrad Hilberry is one of 
Kalamazoo’s preeminent poets. A 
professor emeritus at Kalamazoo 
College, Con has published many 
books, including “After Music,” 
“Player Piano,” and “Sorting the 
Smoke.” His most recent book, “This 
Awkward Art,” (Mayapple Press, 
2009) is a collection of paired poems 
written with his daughter, Jane 
Hilberry, a poet and English professor 
at Colorado College. This poem was 
written in response to a Chinese 
painting in the Joy Light show at the 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts.

i WaS Born and raiSed in Kalamazoo. 
My parents were divorced when I was 
young. I moved all over Michigan when I 
was younger  — me, my mom, and my two 
younger brothers. We never stayed in one 
place very long. I don’t know why. 

When I was 16, I found out I was preg-
nant. I was told I needed to get an abortion 
or get out. I couldn’t get the abortion and so 
I’ve been on my own ever since then. I  
don’t regret it. My kids are the best thing 
I ever did. I have two daughters and six 
grandbabies. 

I’ve been blessed with my apartment. 
I’ve had that almost two years now. I got a 
county voucher to start out with, and six 
months later I was granted a HARP voucher. 
Because I’m on section 8 now, I can afford 
my rent. 

I’m back at school. Everything is falling 
into place. I’m staying off the hard drugs; all 
this has helped me grow and helped me feel 
better. I’m going to school for social work. 

I’m still facing monsters, my demons, 
every day, but keeping the faith and going 
day to day is all you can pray for, and  
things will work in the end no matter how 
bad they seem.

This train locomotive photo is one of 
the first photos in which Tim really felt 
he had “nailed it.” When this photo was 
taken Tim was 14.
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Chapter One
BarBadOs and the atlantiC

Wayne was a couchsurfing host, a dark-
complected man in his 60s who originat-
ed in Trinidad before moving to Canada 
in his 20s. He was to come to Barbados 
with his German girlfriend three decades 
ago, but when the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, 
she chose to reside in united Germany 
rather than with him in paradise. 

He taught filmmaking at the universi-

ty of the West Indies and produced movies, 
but not of the Hollywood variety. “In Bar-
bados, we make do with what we have; if 
we don’t have it, we make it,” Wayne said. 
He was working on a thriller, shot primar-
ily in his two-room studio. I slept on the 
set amidst the sound of music from nearby 
bistros and chirping palm-tree frogs. 

Wayne took me to see three films. 
The first two were shorts by a Caribbean 
scriptwriter and producer about the influ-
ence of Indians and Africans on the is-
lands of Trinidad and Haiti. The third was 
“Dead Man,” an early Johnny Depp flick, 
the storyline of which paled in compari-
son to the idyllic outdoor viewing venue: 
a 20-foot screen on the island’s south 
beach, a soft breeze, lapping waves, and a 
dinner of tropical fish and good wine. 

Having lost interest in the movie’s 
morbid storyline, I conversed with Lisbeth 
(pronounced Lisbet), who registered guests 
at the cozy, two-story hotel — she called 
it an “apartment” — where the movie was 
shown. She was in her early 40s, had come 
from Venezuela 19 years earlier, and was 
still challenged by the island’s numer-
ous native and transplanted dialects. Her 

English was charming, with a pleasant 
rhythm, as we discussed physical health, 
spirituality, and human connectivity. 

on my last morning in Barbados, I 
bought a coral necklace from another ac-
quaintance, David. I hadn’t intended to do 
so, having already turned down requests 
by roaming beach vendors who hawked 
snorkeling, water skiing, and powerboat 
rides. But David was different. He and I 
had met as we both, from opposite direc-
tions and with lunch in hand, approached 
the same makeshift bench that was nailed 
to a palm tree. There, gazing upon the 
azure sea, we sat and talked. He said I 
looked like a professor and asked if I 
worked for a local environmental organi-
zation that studied the sea and coral. 

Then he showed me his necklaces, 
which he carried in a pouch. “My four 
children made them,” he said.

one caught my attention.
Now, I’m not big on souvenirs, and 

I was intent on traveling light, but this 
one, I rationalized, weighed practically 
nothing, could be worn, and would not 
require dusting. I chose not to haggle 
over the price of $20 Barbadian ($10 
u.S.), in part because David had already 
allowed me to take a close-up photo of 
his implanted tooth — gold with inset 
diamond — which he had found on the 
beach near a shipwreck. 

The Royal Clipper is the world’s largest tall ship at 439 feet long, 54 
feet wide, and displacing 5,000 tons. Her five masts tower 197 feet, 
and she carries 42 sails. The staterooms can accommodate over 
200 passengers who are served by a diverse international crew of 
officers, deck hands, cabin stewards, cooks, waiters, bartenders, 
lecturers, and entertainers.
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Susie was the stewardess aboard the 
bus that took me from Wayne’s studio to 
Barbados’ deepwater port and the tall ship 
that would carry me across the Atlantic. 
She collected my fare and placed the coins 
in a well-worn brown-leather pouch that 
hung by a long strap around her neck; 
then, she helped me remove my 20-pound 
rucksack and 40-pound backpack and set 
them on the floor. 

She was in her 40s, attractive, and 
with dark, native skin and bright eyes. 
Yet, her lips seldom smiled, perhaps in an 
attempt to hide misaligned teeth. And she 
spoke the Queen’s English.

In London she worked as a nurse. 
She had returned to Barbados, to her 
place of birth, a year earlier to care for her 
dying mother. With estate work nearly 
finished, Susie would soon depart, but her 
tone conveyed a desire to linger. “When 
you are a sensitive person, it is good 
to take time away; otherwise, you get 
burned out,” she said, and I had the sense 
she would continue to care for people 
no matter where she lived or worked, 
whether bedside or on a bus. 

Mariano was among the greeting 
crew of the tall ship Royal 
Clipper. As a marine biologist, 

he would host daily lectures on aquatic 
life and serve on the ship’s entertainment 
team. At that moment, he helped me con-
nect to the seaport terminal Internet so I 
could send last-minute e-mails to a cadre 
of friends and clients for whom I was edit-
ing books. 

We embarked that evening and, for 
the next 16 days, I connected with nature 
in the most expansive sense — far out of 
sight of land but afloat in a glorious vista of 
gently rolling ocean, sunshine, moonlight, 
clouds, wind that filled this magnificent 
vessel’s five-masted rig and 42 sails, and 
dolphins that cavorted in our bow wake.

I also engaged in international 
conversation of the most stimulating 
nature with people from many European 
nations, South Africa, Great Britain, 
Canada, and the united States. 

Royal Clipper, a luxury ship with 
sails, will carry 200 passengers, which 
she often does while cruising the Carib-
bean in winter and the Mediterranean in 
summer. But for this ocean voyage, we 
numbered 82 and were outnumbered by 
crew and service staff at a rate of two to 
one. Traveling alone, I enjoyed exquisite 
cuisine and conversation with every 
English-speaking person aboard — most 
of them multi-lingual — and travelers 

with whom 
I could only 
communi-
cate with 
smiles and 
gestures. Top-
ics covered 
the waterfront 
of politics, 
education, 
healthcare, 
history, language, customs, and culture.  

People from other nations were 
genuinely curious about the united States 
and knew a great deal about American 
history. Bernhard from Germany had 
been a young man at the end of World 
War II when his city, Berlin, came under 
control of the Allies; with his home in the 
American sector, he learned and could 
recall much about the united States and 
its presidents.

Paul from the Netherlands, at 24, 
was the youngest adult passenger; with 
a touch of skepticism, he asked if people 
in the united States care what people 
from other countries think. I replied 
with my belief that Americans who 
engage typical folk from other lands 
do, but many others, those entrenched 
in nationalism, may not. Robin from 

David, a roaming beach vendor in Barbados, showing, when he 
smiled, a solid gold tooth  with an inset diamond, was, perhaps, one 

of  Robert Weir’s most unique acquaintances.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF GREATER KALAMAZOO
Academically Challenging. Authentically Catholic. Programs for preschool through grade 12.

Contact us at:
 St. Monica School St. Augustine Cathedral School Hacket Catholic Central H.S.
 www.stmonicakzoo.org www.stakzoo.org www.hackettcc.org
 (269) 345-2444 (269) 349-1945 (269) 381-2646
  Or visit us at: www.csgk.org 
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       he Blue Room . . .
just one of the beautifully 
decorated dining rooms.

Private dining . . .
one of the many bene�ts of 

Park Club membership.

       he Blue Room . . .       he Blue Room . . .

WW here Business Meets Pleasure . . .

the united Kingdom expressed his 
hope that Barack obama be elected for 
a second term, and most agreed. Jim 
from Canada stated his opinion that the 
united States “is a complicated coun-
try,” which he observes with neighborly 
watchfulness. “Canada catches what-
ever the u.S. has got,” he said. 

Bob, another traveler, came from Me-
dia, Pa., a Quaker community I know well 
from having lived there while research-
ing and writing my second book in 2005. 
However, it quickly became apparent that 
he and I travel in different philosophical 
circles. Yet, for each point on which we 
disagreed, we found mutual respect in our 
shared belief that all people are a part of 
the one human race. 

Trevor and Margaret and Stephen 
and Ann hailed from South Africa. The 
latter couple owned two dairy farms 
and milked 1,900 head of cattle; they 
were concerned about a political can-
didate in their country who was telling 
citizens to kill farmers. The former 
couple had retired from a security 
business now owned by their son; they 
spoke of car thieves who use AK-47s to 
shoot down security helicopters. These 
four wanted their country to return to 
the ways of apartheid.

Not every conversation was deep. 

Aase from Germany taught me the fine 
art of signaling waiters and holding 
tableware and a wine glass, European 
style. Joan, who at 93 was the oldest 
passenger, was among the few who 
climbed the ratlines to enjoy an elevated 
view from the crow’s nest. Doris from 
Germany spoke of having been mar-
ried for 30 years to a man who thought 
a vacation was a visit to his family in 
Italy; since his death, she has been 
aboard numerous vessels, traveling 
more than being at home. “I started 
with the far-away places: Australia and 
New Zealand,” she said. 

Henning and Gini from Germany 
were aquatic consultants and marine 
architects who build inflatable sport  
boats and design diving gear. They have 

worked throughout the world and spoke  
knowledgeably of Lake Michigan and oth-
er parts of the united States. In regard to 
my journey, Henning, who wears a black 
patch over his right eye — “Karma in this 
lifetime,” he said of the injury — advised: 
“Be a benefit to everyone, not just your-
self. Compare but don’t criticize. Absorb 
but don’t copy. Enjoy new places but 
remember your roots.”

When I thanked them for speaking 
English, he said that English is America’s 
gift to the world because it’s easy to learn 
and understand. “But that’s only American 
English,” he added, “not formal British 
English and certainly not Texas English.”

Read more about Robert  
Weir’s adventures on his Web site:  
www.robertmweir.com. 

Weir

Joan, at age 93 and from the United Kingdom, is among a handful of passengers who climbed the 
ratlines to enjoy the view from aloft in the crow’s nest, about 40 feet above the deck of the Royal 
Clipper. The ascent was made while at dock in Ponta Delgado, Azores, wearing a safety harness.
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Ellis
(continued from page 15)

which is “a lot more time consuming in a 
different way,” from performing or from 
directing live theater. He is still involved 
in the children’s ministry, and he even 
paints watercolors. Sid is a member of 
the Rotary Club, and he serves on the 
boards of the Arts Council of Greater Ka-
lamazoo, the WMu Theatre Guild, the 
Northside Business Association, and the 
Public Media Network. 

The rest of Sid’s time is spent with his 
equally creative family. Sid met his wife 
of 17 years, Renita, when they were both 
attending WMu. “We were just friends for 
about 12 years, and eventually I saw the 
light and asked her to marry me,” he says. 

Renita runs an after-school program 
through Communities in Schools (CIS) 
and has performed in several musicals 
produced by the Civic Theatre, includ-
ing “The Wiz” (as the wicked witch), 
“Crowns,” and “Beehive.”

Sid and Renita have two sons, Sidney, 
age 12, and Quincy, age 8. Both boys have 
done readers’ theater, but Sidney, who 
attends Maple Street Magnet School for 
the Arts, is more interested in performing 
than his younger brother. In addition to 
acting in school productions, the younger 
Sidney has also done public speaking at 
WMu youth events, and like his father, 
he’s a storyteller and puppeteer.

As a family, the Ellises enjoy going 
to movies and attending various cultural 
events, such as outdoor concerts. “The 
boys love coming down to the Art Hop 
... Even before I was the director I would 
bring them down to the Art Hop, and we 
frequent a lot of the festivals downtown,” 
Sid says. “My wife and I love to go to 
concerts and plays, so we take advantage 
of all the things Kalamazoo has to offer.” 

They also go to storytelling festi-
vals, and Sid and Renita travel to see 
performances. They even honeymooned 
in Winston-Salem, N.C., during the bian-
nual National Black Theatre Festival, 
which is a source of ideas for Sid. “Re-
cently I directed a play, ‘Waiting to End 
Hell,’ which I saw there,” he says.

Regardless of what he’s seen in his 
travels, Sid thinks Kalamazoo is excep-
tional in terms of artistic and cultural 
diversity. He is especially proud of the 
Epic Center, where the BACC has been 
located since the building opened in 
2001. “We’re surrounded by other arts 
organizations, other nonprofit organiza-
tions that we can collaborate with, work 
with, and feed off of each other, and help 
each other in whatever ways we can. It’s 
a great community for that because I 
don’t sense or feel competition between 
any of the organizations,” he says.

The local arts community has been 
good at showcasing African-American 
art, Sid says, citing the KIA, Fontana 
Chamber Arts, and Wellspring. However, 
there’s still a gap in awareness and expo-
sure, which he’s trying to bridge. “I don’t 
think it’s a selective thing that people do, 
but I think that non-African Americans 
don’t always recognize or realize that 
African-American art is for them as well, 
whether it’s performing arts or fine arts.”

Therefore, Sid sees his role as ex-
ecutive director of the BACC as linking 
people and organizations throughout the 
community and serving as a resource 
about African-American arts. 

“We want to make sure that African 
Americans in the surrounding area know 
about other arts events as well, and open 
up that exposure more to them.

He emphasizes, however: “We’re not 
here just for African Americans. We’re 
here to enhance awareness of black artis-
tic ability in Kalamazoo and surround-
ing areas.” 

Sidney Ellis demonstrates his skill on the 
drum. In the background is a portion of the 
Ellis family collection of African art.
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FEEL  THE NEED FOR SPEED? 

CTSTELECOM.COM

Hold on tight, because CTS data services will blow you away. Our Metro-e Fiber Optics  
services provide businesses with state-of-the-art telecommunication solutions  
and dedicated internet access with stunning speed and flexibility.  
That means bigger, faster uploads and downloads, achieving  
speeds of up to 10, 20 and even 100 meg. Whatever you need  
to get ahead in your business, CTS can help you get it—fast!  
Get connected, stay connected with CTS.

FOR 36 yEARS, the Stulberg International String Competition, held 
in Kalamazoo, has been one of the area’s best-kept musical secrets.

But according to Liz Rohs, competition administrator, 
the locals are catching on to what string aficionados around 
the world have known for several years: If you want to see the 
rising stars in the string world perform in a competitive venue, 
Kalamazoo is the place to be.

“Board members will be out of state and abroad and mention 
they are from Kalamazoo, and people will often respond, ‘oh, 
that’s where the Stulberg Competition is held,’” said Liz, who 

has shepherded the 
Stulberg’s growth 
from a one-tiered 
regional competition 
to a two-tiered 
competition of 
international stature. 
“But when I mention 
to local people that I 
work for the Stulberg, 
they often haven’t 
heard of it.”

Founded in 1975, a year after the death of Julius Stulberg, 
a much-loved conductor of the Kalamazoo Junior Symphony, 
instructor of violin, and orchestra conductor at Western 
Michigan university, the Stulberg is still very much a family 
affair. Several of Julius’ children and grandchildren continue to 
attend the competition each year.

A music minor and self-professed “jack-of-all-trades,” Liz 
says she feels honored to be at the helm of such an exciting and 
growing organization that promotes the arts.

“I think it’s a fantastic mentoring situation for area youth 

who can come and see these performances and see what can 
happen if you practice,” she said. “These kinds of things are really 
attainable — you’re not too young and you’re not too busy. I think 
they can go to the next level just by witnessing what they see.”

Following Julius’ untimely death at 61, his wife, Esther, and a 
group of close friends convened in the Stulberg living room to decide 
the best way to memorialize his life. A strong proponent of young 
musicians, Julius himself was the beneficiary of a generous Rotary 
grant to attend two years at Interlochen Arts Academy when he was 
a young violinist. An event that recognized and rewarded the hard 
work and gifts of young string musicians was a natural choice.

Thirty-six years later, the tradition continues with world-
renowned judges, such as last year’s Julliard String Quartet 
and this year’s violinist Joseph Silverstein, cellist Paul Katz 
and Kalamazoo’s own Maestro Raymond Harvey. Thanks to a 
dedicated core of board volunteers and Liz, whose administrative 
duties continue to grow along with the competition, the Stulberg 
attracts up-and-coming string musicians, including: violinist 
Joshua Bell; Sheryl Staples, principal associate concertmaster of 
the New York Philharmonic; and former local, Anthony Ross, 
principal cellist for the Minnesota orchestra.

In 2010, music lovers will still be able to attend the semi-
finals, which take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on March 5, free 
of charge. But for the first time ever, a modest admission of 
$10 for adults and $5 for students will be charged at the finals, 
which are held later the same day at 8 p.m. All events take place 
at Western Michigan university’s Dorothy u. Dalton Recital 
Hall. Master classes with this year’s judges are also available by 
audition to local string players.

So mark your calendar. If you love classical music and the 
vibrant energy of young musicians, this is an event you do not 
want to miss. 

Stulberg Competition Promotes Rising Stars
By Theresa Coty O-Neil

Liz Rohs, Stulberg Competition
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AS THE END of the year approaches, it’s time to consider strate-
gies that can assist you in reducing the taxes you pay, along 
with helping you achieve your financial goals. Income tax 
planning should not be done in isolation but instead should be 
driven by your overall financial goals and integrated with your 
comprehensive financial plan. The following are some key top-
ics to be aware of as we close out 2010 and transition to 2011.

The Return of RMD. After a one-year hiatus in 2009, the 
IRS once again requires individuals aged at least 70 ½ to take 
the required minimum distribution (RMD) from most retire-
ment accounts for 2010.

Individual Dividend Tax Rates. Currently taxpayers 
above the 15% bracket pay a maximum of 35% on dividends 
and 15% on qualified dividends (dividends received from u.S. 
corporations and owned for more than 60 days). Taxpayers in 
the 15% bracket and below currently do not pay any dividend 
tax. After 2010, dividends will be taxed at the taxpayer’s ordi-
nary income tax rate, regardless of his or her tax bracket, unless 
Congress extends these tax cuts.  

Capital Gains Tax Rates. Assets held one-year or less are 
taxed at the taxpayer’s ordinary income rate where there is a capi-
tal gain. Assets held more than one year and sold by individuals 
in the 25% tax bracket or above pay a 15% capital gains tax.  As-
sets held more than one year and sold by individuals in the 15% 
tax bracket or below currently have no capital gains tax due.

Tax Brackets. unless Congress takes action yet in 2010, 
tax cuts passed in 2001 and 2003 will expire on December 31, 
2010.  Absent new legislation, tax brackets will revert to pre-
2001 levels.

Roth Conversion Considerations. In 2010, anyone, 
regardless of income, can convert assets in pre-tax retire-
ment accounts to a Roth IRA. Prior to 2010, converting to a 

Roth was not available to individuals with modified adjusted 
gross income (MAGI) greater than $100,000.  Converting to a 
Roth requires you to pay ordinary income tax on the amount 
converted.  Income taxes due on 2010 Roth conversions can be 
spread over two years (2011 and 2012).  After 2010 income taxes 
due must be paid in full the following tax year.

Benchmark Current Tax Liability. Take out last year’s tax 
return, along with your current 
year pay stubs and account state-
ments. Doing a few quick projec-
tions will help you estimate your 
present tax situation and identify 
any glaring issues you’ll need to 
address while there’s still time. 
For example, accurately projecting 
your income taxes can help you 
determine the cash flow available 
to you in the coming year. Also, 
with the rise in the stock market, 
have you realized capital gains in 
taxable accounts that could be offset with capital losses?

As you have likely noticed, Congress has its work cut out 
for it because many current tax rates may change if current laws 
expire. Keep in mind that tax laws are often complex and fre-
quently change, and this year the odds that we’ll see late-breaking 
legislation are extremely high. Be sure to consult the appropriate 
professional before making investment and/or tax decisions. 

Investments and strategies mentioned may not be suitable for all investors. Past 
performance may not be indicative of future results. Raymond James & Associates, 
Inc., member New york Stock Exchange/SIPC, does not provide advice on tax, legal or 
mortgage issues. These matters should be discussed with an appropriate professional. 
This report is for informational purposes only and is expressed solely by Eric Tiller.

Year-End Investment and Tax Planning 
By Eric Tiller

Eric C. Tiller
Vice President, Investments
Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
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“Don’t go to Michigan that land
of ills
All you’ll get will be fever
and chills.”

So ran a popular ditty that ex-
pressed the prevailing attitude about 
Michigan Territory in the period follow-
ing the War of 1812. When the war’s end 
removed the threat of losing your hair to 
scalping knife, the sons and daughters of 
those who had pioneered western New 
York the generation before clambered 
aboard ox-drawn covered wagons and 
headed west to seek a new life.

They found fertile soil in ohio, in 
Indiana, in the prairies of Illinois. Some 
even ventured into southern Wiscon-
sin. But most avoided Michigan like the 
plague, largely because of rumors that 
had been spread by a surveyor general 
from ohio who thought his home state 
a better place to settle. Michigan, so im-
migrants were told, was little more than 
a vast swamp that bred clouds of mos-
quitoes whose bite brought the ague, as 
malaria was then known. That treacher-
ous terrain was the domain of poisonous 
snakes and fierce beasts of prey, wild-
cats, lumbering black bears, cougars and 
packs of great, gray, timber wolves.

But at least one traveler from New 
York who visited the territory early on left 
an account that flew in the face of

Michigan’s erroneous reputation and 
predicted well-deserved greatness 
for what would become the 
“Wolverine State.” 
Michigan “is destined 
soon to emerge ... a great 
state, rich, populous and 
progressive, and enjoying 
all the refinements and in-
telligences of civilized soci-
ety,” wrote Elkanah Watson 
during a tour to the Detroit 
environs to spend some time 
with his son and daughter in 
the summer of 1818.

The 60-year-old Watson, 
a Revolutionary War veteran, 
wealthy merchant, scientific farmer and 
one who had long promoted various 
internal improvements such as canals and 
roads as the best means to capitalize on 
America’s potential, boarded the schooner 
Franklin at Buffalo on June 23, 1818. He 
had made reservations with the captain 
to secure, for himself and a select group of 
friends, a private cabin. But to his “conster-
nation” upon reaching the vessel he found 
the cabin “filled by a promiscuous crowd” 
of immigrants bound for ohio.

No sooner had the Franklin weighed 
anchor than a storm hit. The ship “began 
to tumble and toss, beating against a 
head sea, the children squalling and 
cascading in concert with their mothers, 
sullen and seasick.” 

Lake Erie, the smallest and shallowest 
of the Great Lakes, can also be the most 
dangerous because of those characteristics. 
Storms create waves that, unlike the roll-
ing waves of the oceans and larger Great 
Lakes, become destructively choppy, and 
with little room to run against the wind, 
vessels often slammed into the shore.

For three days Watson endured a 
rough and perilous passage with “hor-
rible fare” consisting wholly of “yellow 
ohio pork and hard peas, as soft as 
boiled shot.” on the fourth morning the 
ship dropped anchor alongside the sand 
bar that prevented entrance into Erie 
Harbor, some 90 miles southwest of Buf-
falo. After being rowed ashore, Watson 
checked into a good tavern and cleaned 
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up for the first time since leaving Buffalo. 
While at Erie, Watson toured a 

group of cannonball-riddled wrecks, 
casualties of the Battle of Lake Erie on 
September 10, 1813, which had been 
towed and scuttled there by the Navy. 
Lasting more than three hours and tak-
ing place in Put in Bay near the mouth 
of the Sandusky River, the engagement 
proved one of the bloodiest naval actions 
of the war. Twenty-eight-year-old Cap-
tain oliver Hazard Perry’s victory against 
the heretofore nearly invincible British 
fleet placed Lake Erie under American 
control. After the battle, Perry sent the 
famous dispatch to Gen. William Henry 
Harrison: “We have met the enemy and 
they are ours.”

After a day’s rest, while return-
ing to the Franklin in a rowboat 
Watson experienced a close call. 

The wind was howling offshore and he 

“soon perceived that I had two drunken 
sailors at the oars.” In the dark, the 
little craft nearly shot by the sailboat, 
which would have meant it being driven 
into the open lake with little chance of 
returning against the gale. 

Following a day and night’s anchor-
age to weather another gale at the city 
then known as “Cleaveland” after its 
founder, Moses Cleaveland, the Franklin 
reached the Detroit River on July 2.

Watson marveled at the beauty 
he beheld: “I have never seen a nobler 
river, and I was truly astonished to 
observe the evidences of an old country 
on its margins upon each shore. I was 
pleased to notice old orchards  

and farms on both shores as we  
approached Detroit.”

Many a later traveler also wrote en-
thusiastically about the enormous apple 
and pear trees in the environs that had 
been planted from seeds imported from 
France by Cadillac’s followers in the first 
decades of the 18th century.

Watson spent 19 days in Detroit, 
touring the city’s attractions, gathering 
information and meeting with leading 
citizens. He celebrated the Fourth of 
July by feasting with a large group of 
army officers and other gentlemen who 
gathered in a field to the rear of Territo-
rial Governor Lewis Cass’ residence.  
He toured the fort that had been  

The first steamship on the Great Lakes, the Walk-in-
the-Water, makes its way up the Detroit River in 1818.  

Gen. Lewis Cass’s home is on the right.
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Massie

ignominiously surrendered in 1812 by 
his old Revolutionary War comrade, 
Gen. William Hull.  

Watson was impressed with what 
he saw of Detroit. He wrote: “The loca-
tion of Detroit is eminently pleasant, 
being somewhat elevated and boldly 
fronting its beautiful river.” The old 
French village had burned in 1805 
and had been entirely rebuilt on a plan 
conceived by Justice Augustus B. Wood-
ward with spacious streets crossing at 
right angles Jefferson Avenue, the main 
thoroughfare running parallel with the 
riverfront. After certain improvements 
had been made enabling the products of 
the interior of Michigan to be trans-
ported to the city, Watson predicted 
that “Detroit will rank among the great 
cities of America.”

The region was not without its 
demerits, however. Watson ridiculed the 
French inhabitants’ methods of agricul-
ture as being primitive and inefficient. 
He witnessed a typical scene just north 
of Detroit on one of the ribbon farms 
that lay along the river. A large, clumsy, 
wooden plow, “such as doubtless were in 
use in France, at the period of emigra-
tion from that country of the ancestors of 
this people,” and drawn by two oxen and 
two horses, was wrestled by no less than 
three men who, Watson thought, “were 
making as much noise as if they were 
moving a barn.” 

He noted that the interior of the 
peninsula “hitherto represented as 
unhealthy” had not been adequately 
explored.

While he was at Detroit, several par-
ties of young men returned from scout-
ing the region to the west “with the most 
glowing and flattering accounts of the 
choicest land, generally undulating and 
requiring nothing but the vigorous arm 
of industry to convert it into the granary 
of America.”

But so wretched was the current 
state of agriculture that, with the excep-
tion of the delectable apples and pears 
and the abundant whitefish easily taken 
in the river, “the inhabitants are mainly 

dependent upon the young and thriving 
state of ohio for their supplies of pork, 
beef, bread stuffs, and even of potatoes.”

Watson also noted that the wilder-
ness that hugged the city remained 
the domain of beasts of prey. Howling 
wolves interrupted his sleep on calm,  
hot nights.

Within the city itself, Watson 
described even wilder scenes. He wrote: 
“I daily notice squaws fighting in the 
streets like wild cats, and in conditions 
too revolting to describe. They lay about 
the city like swine, begging for cats and 
dogs, which they devour at the riverside 
half-cooked. The most disgusting and 
loathsome sight I ever witnessed, was 
that of a coarse, fat, half-naked Indian, 
as filthy as a beast, under a tree ... filling 
his mouth with whiskey until his cheeks 
were completely distended, and then two 
or three squaws in succession sucking it 
out of the corners.”

Watson concluded his sojourn in 
Detroit on July 21 and boarded a British 
ship to return east. As opposed to the 
storms encountered during his trip up 
the lake, a favorable wind made for an 
enjoyable voyage. The vessel dropped 
anchor at Erie in just three days’ time.

Watson summarized his pleasant 
prospects for the territory: “It is impos-
sible for an old traveler to look upon the 
existing condition of Michigan, and not 
be impressed with a conviction of the 
great and rapid changes which await 
the territory. Blessed with a luxuriant 

soil and with the highest convenience 
of water intercourse, and occupying a 
central attitude upon the most extensive 
internal navigation by inland seas on 
earth, what may not Michigan aspire  
to become?”

Watson, however, detailed the devel-
opments that were essential for Michigan 
to achieve its potential: the sale of public 
lands, the introduction of steamboats on 
Lake Erie, the erection of light houses 
and construction of harbors, and the 
linking of the Hudson River with Lake 
Erie by canal.

Most of Watson’s suggested im-
provements soon became reality. once 
Indian title had been “extinguished” 
through treaty and the government-
owned land surveyed, it was put on 
the market. Even while Watson visited 
Detroit, the initial sale of Michigan land 
took place at auction there on July 6, 
1818. The minimum price was set at 
$2 per acre. Two years later congress 
reduced it to $1.25 an acre. 

on August 27, 1818, the first 
steamboat on Lake Erie, the Walk-in-
the-Water, splashed up the Detroit River, 
its smokestack billowing black. Even as 
Watson wrote, the federal government 
had begun contemplation of harbor im-
provements on the Great Lakes. on No-
vember 6, 1818, keeper John Bone lit the 
light of the newly constructed lighthouse 
at Erie. Another lighthouse also became 
operative at Buffalo that year. 

Watson’s final stipulation took  

This Detroit River view shows one of the ancient French windmills.
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longer, but in 1825 the Erie Canal, a 
more than 300-mile-long engineering 
marvel built by the state of New York at 
a cost of $7 million, linked the Hud-
son River with Buffalo. The pioneers 
who enjoyed a nice, leisurely ride on 
the canal to Buffalo boarded ships for 
Detroit, the gateway to the wilderness. 
There they walked down the gangplank 
and headed west to discover a lush and 
beautiful land of prairies, with billow-
ing head-high grass and flowers that 
perfumed the air, of park-like oak open-
ings, of sparkling lakes and streams, 
of forest giants that stretched from 

the Kalamazoo Valley to the Straits of 
Mackinac. When news of this pristine 
peninsula available for $1.25 an acre 
reached back east, the land rush for 
Michigania was on. 

Alas, unless by word of mouth, 

Watson’s prescience influenced no one. 
Not until 14 years after his death in 1842 
did his son, Winslow C. Watson, publish 
the travel narrative about the trip to 
Michigan. But by then, his prognostica-
tions had become fact. 

A primitive plow at use in Detroit like that which Watson observed.
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Performing Arts
Musicals & Opera

“Wicked” — Broadway’s biggest block-
buster comes to Kalamazoo to tell the 
story of the witches of Oz before Dorothy 
arrived. Dec. 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 7:30 p.m., Dec. 2, 
4, 11, 2 p.m., Dec. 3, 4, 10, 11, 8 p.m., Dec. 
5, 12, 1 & 6:30 p.m. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. 387-2300.
“Annie” — This charming musical comes 
to you just in time for the holidays. Dec. 
3, 4, 10, 11, 8 p.m., Dec. 5, 12, 2 p.m., Dec. 
2 & 9, 7:30 p.m. Civic Auditorium, 329 S. 
Park St. 343-1313.
“A Christmas Carol” — The New Vic’s 
seasonal hit returns. Dec. 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 
18, 8:30 p.m. New Vic Theatre, 134 E. Vine 
St. 381-3328.
“The Marvelous Wonderettes” — Clas-
sic tunes from the 50s and 60s come to 
life when four girls form a singing group 
in high school. Dec. 3, 4, 8–11, 15–18, 8 
p.m., Dec. 5, 12, 19, 2 p.m. Farmers Alley 
Theatre, 221 Farmers Alley. 343-2727.

Plays

“Fancy Pants Merry 
Frickin’ Xmas Show” 
— Fancy Pants Theatre 
presents an alterna-
tive holiday show. Dec. 
15–19, 8 p.m. Fancy 

Pants Theatre, 246 N. Kalamazoo Mall. 
Contact theater246@gmail.com.

Dance

Dance Day — See a free performance by 
Wellspring dancers and try dance for your-
self. Dec. 4, 1 p.m. Wellspring Theatre, 359 
S. Kalamazoo Mall. 342-4354.
Nutcracker “Sweets” & Holiday Treats 
— A special holiday performance by the 
Ballet Arts Ensemble. Dec. 12, 1, 2:30, &
4 p.m. Ladies Library Association Bldg.
333 S. Park St. 345-3433.

Symphony

“Messiah and More” — A Christmas 
concert featuring the Western Michigan 
University Symphony Orchestra, Gold 
Company and GC II. Dec. 5, 3 p.m. Chen-
ery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge Ave. 
387-2300.
“Messiah” — Raymond Harvey and the 
KSO perform Handel’s seasonal favor-
ite with the KSO Chamber Chorus and 
soloists. Dec. 18, 8 p.m., Dec. 19, 3 p.m. 
Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge 
Ave. 349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

“Wartime Compositions” — Fontana 
Chamber Arts presents three compositions 
by World War II-era composers performed 
by four extraordinary musicians. Dec. 10, 
7:30 p.m. Wellspring Theatre, 359 S. Kala-
mazoo Mall. 382-7774.
Kalamazoo Concert Band — A Christmas 
concert with guest Kathy Mattea. Dec. 17, 8 
p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. Visit www.
kalamazooconcertband.org for info.
“A Brass Celebration of Christmas” — A 
free holiday concert featuring the Western 
Brass Quintet and Friends. Dec. 19, 3 p.m. 
387-4667.

Vocal

“Late Night Broadway” — A cabaret 
evening of New York show tunes featuring 
Broadway star Donna Lynne Champlin and 
the WMU Music Theater Performance stu-
dents. Dec. 2–4, 9 p.m. Williams Theatre, 
WMU. 387-6222.
“A Choral Christmas” — From WMU, 
the University Chorale, Cantus Femina 
and Collegiate Singers will perform. 
Dec. 4, 4 & 7:30 p.m. First Presbyterian 
Church, 321 W. South St. 387-4667.
Rising Stars Recital — The Gilmore Key-
board Festival presents Haochen Zhang, 
Gold Medalist at the 2009 Van Cliburn 
Competition. Dec. 5, 4 p.m. Wellspring 
Theatre, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 342-1166.

BachFest Christmas — The Bach Festival 
Chorus presents its annual Christmas con-
cert with the Western Brass Quintet and 
organist Eric Strand. Dec. 5, 4 p.m. Stetson 
Chapel, K-College. 337-7407.
From England to the New World — Early 
Music Michigan presents seasonal music 
from the Old and New Worlds. Dec. 11, 
8 p.m. Holy Family Chapel at Nazareth 
Center, 3427 Gull Rd. 387-2300.

Visual Arts

WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455

Frostic School of Art Faculty Exhibition 
— Works from various faculty members in 
the School of Fine Arts. Albertine Monroe-
Brown Gallery. Dec. 2–23.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775

In Focus: National Geographic Greatest 
Portraits — A rare collection of expressive 
portraits and scenes from around the world 
and here at home taken by National Geo-
graphic photographers. Through Jan. 2.
A Passion for Collecting — Featuring 
prints of the 1960s and 1970s from the 
Charles and Charlotte Collins collection of 
prints on paper. Through Jan. 2.
Ukiyo-e Redux: Contemporary Japanese 
Prints — An exhibition of 20th century 
color woodblock prints. Opens Dec. 11.
ARTbreak — Free presentations on art-
related topics. Maynard Dixon: Art and 
Spirit, Dec. 7; Tiffany Remembered, Dec. 
14; Bring lunch to the 12:15 p.m. sessions.

Park Trades Center
345-3311

Saniwax Gallery — Holiday art show with 
gifts and artwork made by Park Trades Art 
Studios Association members. Opening 
reception during Art Hop, Dec. 3, 5–9 p.m.

One kind word can 
warm three winter 

months.

Japanese Proverb
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Miscellaneous

Midtown Gallery — A Holiday show with 
guest artists: Patricia Thomas-Gapske, Mi-
chael Kifer, Erik Holladay, Becky Wehmer, 
Planet Steve, Meg Tang, Doug Spalding, 
Heidi Fahrenbacher, Laurie Lytle, Jan 
Kimball, Errin Ironside, and the regular 
Midtown artists. 356 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 
372-0134.
Art Hop — View the works of local artists. 
Local venues/galleries in downtown Kala-
mazoo. Dec. 3, 5 p.m. 342-5059.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809

Diary of a Wimpy Kid Night Out—
Celebrate the release of the 5th book in 
the series, “The ugly Truth,” with cheese 
tasting, book discussions and a raffle to 
win a copy of the book. Dec. 7, 6–7 p.m. 
oshtemo Branch.
GLAMA Slow Jam — Great Lakes 
Acoustic Music Association cosponsors 
this event which allows beginning players 
to join in a jam session where songs are 
played slowly with minimal chord changes. 
Dec. 9, 6:30–8 p.m. Central Library.
The Micaela Kingslight Band — With a 
powerful voice and fiercely elegant guitar 
style, this singer/guitarist and her band 
will entertain and amaze you. Dec. 15, 
7–8:30 p.m. Central Library.
Kwanzaa Celebration — Celebrate ujima, 
the third day of Kwanzaa as you light 
a green candle for “collective work and 
responsibility,” hear about the history of 
Kwanzaa and do a Kwanzaa craft. Dec. 28, 
6–7 p.m. Powell Branch.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Railroad Days — The theme is trains and 
local artists in many media are featured. 
Exhibit runs from Dec. 6–Jan. 27. Meet the 
Artists reception with music by Dennis 
Kreps, Dec. 12, 2–4 p.m.

Teddy Bear Tea Party — Bring in your 
favorite Teddy Bear or favorite friend for 
evening fun. Dec. 15, 6:30–7 p.m.
Magic, Magic, Magic — Portage magician 
Brian Penny performs his high-energy 
magic show. Dec. 16, 6:30–7:15 p.m.

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990

Identity and the American Landscape: 
The Photography of Wing Young Huie — 
A retrospective of the artist’s 30-year career 
including projects that document the 
changing cultural landscape of his home 
Minnesota. Through Jan. 16.
Race — Investigating race and human 
variation through science, this exhibit 
helps all ages better understand the origins 
and manifestations of race and racism in 
everyday life. Through Jan. 2.
Playing with Words — Family hands-
on programs during the holiday break. 
“What’s the Key,” Dec. 27; “All Tied up,” 
Dec. 28; “Putting the Pieces Together,” 
Dec. 29; “Here’s Looking at You,” Dec. 30; 
“Keep Your Eyes open,” Dec. 31. 1–4 p.m.

Planetarium Programs — DigiStar plan-
etarium presents: “Seasons of Light,” daily 
at 3 p.m.; “Mystery of the Missing Moon,” 
weekdays, 11 a.m., Sat., 1 p.m., Sun., 2 
p.m.; “Starry Messenger,” Sat., 2 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555

Book Presentation — Blaine Pardoe, 
“Lost Eagles” author, will speak about 
his book on Frederick Zinn, a southwest 
Michigan native who pioneered aerial 
photography and developed a system to 
find downed airmen. Dec. 4, 1–4 p.m.

W.K. Kellogg Manor House
671-2416

Holiday Walk — Tour the Manor House 
and grounds to see holiday decorations and 
enjoy spiced tea and cookies after. Dec. 4, 
12–5 p.m. Last tour begins at 4 p.m.

(Continued on page 53)

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214
Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767

E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com

Perseverance is a trait that is often 
found in successful people. It certainly 
is a trait found in Joanne Rowling. In 
1993 Joanne found herself in a tough 
spot as a single mom, unemployed, 
and living on state benefits. A writer, 
she wrote whenever she could find the 
time; but after completing her novel, 
it was rejected by a dozen publishers. 
only when the 8-year-old daughter of 
an editor demanded more after reading 
it, did the book get noticed. When the 
publisher asked Rowling to use initials 
instead of her first name so boys would 
be more inclined to read it, she remem-
bered her maternal grandmother’s name, 

Kathleen, and used that initial, K, because 
she, herself, had no middle name. Thus 
the name on all of the Harry Potter books 
is J.K. Rowling. She persevered to become 
one of the richest women in the world.

33w w w . e n c o r e k a l a m a z o o . c o m



N A No-FRILLS business space in downtown 
Kalamazoo’s Peregrine Square, Anne Labat-
Gepert creates visually appealing works 
of wearable art bearing her label, “Liturgi-

cal Threads by Anne.” The talented seamstress 
draws upon a love of quilting and a keen eye for 
color when fashioning her custom-order vest-
ments — also known as religious robes — and 
church adornments, or paraments.

The ritual garments are primarily made for 
Episcopal priests, Lutheran ministers and other 
Protestant clergy members whose denominations 
allow for more flexibility and personal choice in 
what they wear to perform church services. Anne 
does not often create vestments for Roman Catho-
lic priests due in part to their more stringent vest-
ment guidelines. Liturgical refers to the liturgy, 
a prescribed form or set of forms laid down by a 
church for public, religious-worship services.

Labat-Gepert creates all of her “liturgical 
threads” using a 74-year-old Singer “feather weight” 
sewing machine once owned by her mother, Elinor 
Lytle. “She bought this machine at age 25 to make 
baby clothes when my sister was born,” Anne says. 
“In fact, it turned out that she made a lot of our 
clothes on this machine as we grew up.”

Looking back, Anne admits she did not like 
to sew when she was a youngster, but she later 
discovered quilting — and it became a passion. “I 
made the traditional bedding or baby-crib quilts 
and finally developed my own free-flowing style of 

Anne gathers fabrics for her work from many sources, including 
bringing cotton and silk back with her from India, where she lived 
and taught art classes for the month of January 2006.
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abstracts with bright colors and different textures,” she says. “Mine 
are not geometrically perfect, and I don’t use patterns. I may use 
some basic shapes, but the rest of the designs just come to me as I 
work.”

Anne has been quilting since 1976, a hobby she took up when 
she moved to Maryland. Her first husband, Stewart Labat, had been 
an Episcopal priest. He died of Lou Gehrig’s disease, a progressive, 
neurodegenerative disease also known as ALS, or amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis. “As a memorial to him, I created a set of a lectern 
hanging, a pulpit fall, a burse (a flat cloth case) and veil; chasuble 
and stole in greens and blues, to represent space, water, plants and 
trees,” she states.

“They were made specifically for the Trinity Cathedral in the 
Diocese of Easton because Stewart always expressed a desire to 
replace the old green ones. It was part of the healing process for me 
after his death.” 

Anne’s current husband is the eighth Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Western Michigan, the Right Rev. Robert R. Gepert. “In 
an unusual twist, he was the priest who blessed the vestments I 
created for the cathedral as a memorial to my late husband,” she 
notes. “Bob and I were good friends for a couple of years before 
we decided to get married in 1997. He had been divorced and was 
never planning to get remarried. I was self-sufficient. I even had 
my own extension ladders to make repairs on my old house,” she 
quips. “But somehow we were just so great together and we’ve 
made it work.”

Anne Labat-Gepert creates all of her “Liturgical Threads” using a 74-year-old 
Singer “featherweight” sewing machine, once owned by her mother.

(Top Right) The Rev. Ann Broomall, Trinity Cathedral, Easton, Md., wears a purple 
chasuble creation made by Anne. Purple is the liturgical color for Advent and Lent. 

(Right) The Very Rev. Dean Van Gardner, now retired, displays his multicolored 
quilted “all season” vestment, also designed and sewn by Anne Labat-Gepert.
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A Beautiful Smile Can Change Your Life.

Jody Bernhardt
Mrs. Michigan America 2006

Michael P. Sharp, DDS
Official Cosmetic Dentist
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Cosmetic, Implant,
Comprehensive Dentistry

2914 S. Burdick, Kalamazoo
269.344.4004
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Labat-Gepert

Labat-Gepert laughs at what she jok-
ingly calls her “pattern behavior” (a sew-
ing reference) when she says she never 
intended to be a priest’s wife twice over. 
1997 was also the year Anne formally 
began her Liturgical Threads venture, 
which was moved to Kalamazoo in 2002 
when Robert was elected to the position 
he now holds.

Prior to that, he was a priest in Penn-
sylvania, Washington and Maryland. Be-
tween them they have seven children, 16 
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 
The combined clan and blended family 
all try to gather together at Thanksgiv-
ing. “Every year we rent a house at Deep 
Creek Lake in Maryland,” Anne says. 
“It sleeps 28 people, and all the beds are 
full. It’s a very noisy and wonderful four 
days, with good food and lots of laughter. 
Everyone stays for the holiday, and it has 
become our own special tradition.”

Creations from Liturgical Threads 
by Anne can be found in many 
churches in Michigan, Maryland, 

and all across the united States. “The 
majority of my clients can be found in the 
Midwest and on the East Coast,” Anne 
notes. “While I do not sell internationally, 
I did ship a set as far as a church in Ha-
waii. When people first began seeing the 

memorial vestments I had made for the 
cathedral in Maryland, requests started 
trickling in from time to time, so I began 
doing it on the side,” she recalls. “Bob was 
the one who encouraged me to make a 
formal business out of it, so I quit my day 
job right before we were married. Both 
Liturgical Threads by Anne — and our 
marriage — are now 13 years old.” 

The transition to Kalamazoo in 
2002 worked out well. “often, when 
someone is elected Bishop and has to 
move, it is difficult for the spouse to get 
a job in their career field,” Anne notes. 
“In this case, I just packed up my sewing 
machine and took it with me.” She now 
target markets her business by attending 
several diocesan conventions each year, 
talking with the clergy and lay people 
from various churches as they stop at 
her vendor-booth display. The Episcopal 
Diocese of Western Michigan encom-
passes 63 parishes located in the left half 
of the Lower Peninsula.

Each custom-order vestment follows 
a color theme, according to the liturgi-
cal season — the time of momentous 
occasions and/or gospel messages in the 
Christian religion, i.e., green for “ordi-
nary” time or white and gold for Christ-
mas and Easter celebrations.

As an artist, Anne is given quite a 

bit of leeway to produce pieces that re-
flect images of her faith in abstract form. 
“I do ask that the client help choose the 
primary fabrics and color theme,” she 
stresses. “I work a lot with silk, some 
wool, hand-woven fabrics, cottons and 
hand-painted materials.” Rarely is she 
given carte blanche to move ahead with-
out some fabric swatches being present-
ed in person or mailed back and forth. 

Anne Labat-Gepert shows the quilting detail in 
her special “Storyteller’s Cape.” This creation 
also has been used in a few productions of 
the popular musical “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dream Coat.”
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F You WALKED into a liturgical 
church, such as Episcopal, Lutheran 
or Roman Catholic, you might see 

a fabric piece on the front of the altar 
called a frontal,” Anne Labat-Gepert of 
Liturgical Threads by Anne explains. 
“Fabric could also be hanging from the 
lectern or from the pulpit, and the priest 
or minister would be wearing his or her 
robes. I primarily make those items.”

Following are the definitions of a 
few fabric adornments often worn in 
churches, woven with a few snippets of 
their colorful history.

•	Vestments. Any of the ritual 
robes worn by members of the 
clergy, acolytes, or other assis-
tants at services or rites. The word 
has its roots in the Middle English 
“vestement,” and from the Latin 
“vestimentum,” from “vestire,” to 
clothe, and from “vestis,” gar-
ment.

•	Alb. A long white gown with tight 
sleeves, the main undergarment 
robe, similar to a cassock. It is 

reportedly intended to symbolize 
a baptismal garment.

•	Cass-alb. A white or off-white 
combination cassock-alb has 
replaced the traditional cassock 
and alb in some Anglican and Lu-
theran churches since the 1970s. 
It developed as a convenient 
undergarment for deacons and 
acolytes.

•	Chasuble. This poncho-style 
gown is worn over the alb, featur-
ing the “liturgical color,” which 
varies according to the religious 
significance of the season, e.g., 
white and gold for Christmas and 
Easter celebrations; purple as a 
penitential color for Lent; blue 
for joy and expectation at Advent; 
red or orange depicting flames 
and the Holy Spirit for Pentecost; 
and green for every day, ordinary 
time.

•	Stole. The decorative strip of 
cloth, like a scarf worn over neck 
and shoulders.

According to Labat-Gepert, many 
of the fabric pieces used in the church 
today can often be traced to practical 
reasons rather than purely ceremonial. 
“The pall, a square of cloth-covered mat 
board and the veil used to cover the 
chalice on the altar, are an ornamental 
outgrowth of the need to protect the 
cup from the ‘droppings’ of bats or birds 
in Medieval cathedrals,” she explains. 
“The ritual layering of garments and 
the use of a stole were actually pat-
terned after the robes and scarves worn 
by priests to keep warm in those old, 
drafty churches. A chasuble is made in 
the same basic shape of an ancient Ro-
man citizen’s cloak.”

As for the modern versions of the 
ornamental and ceremonial garments, 
Anne Labat-Gepert adds, “I enjoy 
working with parishes to create vibrant 
and unique vestments and church 
hangings. It is my goal to provide 
fabric designs that will enhance the 
beauty and significance of their spiri-
tual traditions.” 
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In a unique collaboration, Anne 
ships matching fabrics to Lynne Shand, 
the wife of the Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Easton, Md. Shand then 
fashions the color-coordinated ritualistic 
hats, or mitres, to go with custom  
vestments Anne has created. Crafting 
mitres, which are only worn by the Bish-
ops, is an avocation for Shand, whose 
primary work life revolves around her 
duties as the assistant to the dean of a lo-
cal community college. The two women 
have been friends since 1976. 

Anne, who was born and raised in 
Lakewood, Ohio, had lived most of her life 
in Maryland, Maine and Delaware before 
moving to Michigan. Outside of the du-
ties that come with the “priest’s spouse” 
status, she has also had many other forms 
of employment, including working for 13 
years in an administrative setting for the 
tractor-maintenance division of a major 
trucking company in Maryland. That job 

required her to get some hands-on training 
by driving an 18-wheeler.

“I logged just enough time behind 
the wheel to understand how they oper-
ate and what it takes to repair them,” she 
notes. “In addition, I took a short course 
at the Caterpillar engine school.”

Working with her hands in her 
own business setting is an outgrowth of 
varied life experiences. Anne logged two 
years of elementary education at Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio, and received 
a business degree from Dyke Spencerian 
Business School in Cleveland, Ohio. She 
spent a decade in the health education 
field, including exercise, weight loss and 
smoking cessation programs.

“However, the Health Enhance-
ment firm I was working with switched 
over to become primarily a drug-testing 
operation,” she recalls. “I learned how 
to collect urine samples in 24 languages, 
and it was an unusual experience.”

Understandably, she soon grew tired 
of it and left that line of work. 

Anne comes from an artistically 
talented family. Her father, J. Paul 
Lytle, a hospital administrator, 

enjoyed painting scenes on canvas for 
personal enjoyment and worked with  
his hands in well-crafted finish-carpentry 
projects around their home. Her only  
sibling, sister Nancy Strasburg, also  
dabbles in painting, mixed-media cre-
ations and wood carving. Along with her 
many volunteer activities, her mother, 
Elinor, worked for years in elementary 
school libraries.

“I studied weaving in a year’s worth 
of classes at the Kalamazoo Institute of 
Arts and enjoyed it,” Anne notes. “How-
ever, I am truly addicted to quilting. I love 
blending together the different shades of 
color, textures of fabric, and the bits and 
pieces into my own creation. For me, it 
has to come from the heart. I don’t try to 
recreate or copy anyone else’s designs.”

Her sister, who lives in Westerville, 
Ohio, often attends conventions with Anne 
to help her with hemming of the robes she 

Labat-Gepert The Right Rev. Robert G. Gepert, now Anne’s husband, wears the memorial chasuble and stole 
set she created for her late husband who was an Episcopal priest in Maryland. In the background 

the cover for the altar and other items she made are also visible. At the time, Bob was a good 
friend who blessed and dedicated the memorial at the Trinity Cathedral in Easton.

Anne and husband Robert Gepert during  
a 2008 outing in Canada.
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At Keystone, you’ll find a very different experience from what you get at the 
national megabanks. We’re locally owned and operated, and eager to get to 
know you so we can make sure we’re doing everything we can to help you 
reach your goals.

Visit us anytime at keystonebank.com, 
or just stop by your local branch.

Happy Holidays from your friends 
at Keystone Community Bank.

might have on display. “My work is defi-
nitely not ‘one size fits all,’ since members 
of the ministry now come in all shapes and 
sizes and both genders,” she adds.

Despite her protestations at being 
called a fabric artist, Labat-Gepert has 
recently been recognized as such by hav-
ing one of her purple and white pastel-
shaded vestments shown as part of a 
gallery exhibit entitled “The Visual Art 
of Love and Forgiveness” at the Carnegie 
Center for the Arts, located in Three Riv-
ers. The exhibit featured expressions of 

The Right Rev. Robert G. Gepert, now Anne’s husband, wears the memorial chasuble and stole 
set she created for her late husband who was an Episcopal priest in Maryland. In the background 

the cover for the altar and other items she made are also visible. At the time, Bob was a good 
friend who blessed and dedicated the memorial at the Trinity Cathedral in Easton.
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It’s never too early to think about what to get that 
special someone for the Holidays.  Gift Certificates 
are available in any dollar amount for any show in 
Miller Auditorium’s 2010–11 Season. 

(269) 387-2300      (800) 228-9858
 www.MILLERAUDITORIUM.com

RUSSIAN NATIONAL BALLET 
THEATRE: CHOPINIANA AND 
ROMEO & JULIET
Artistic Director:  Elena Radchenko
The Russian National Ballet Theatre was founded 
in Moscow during the transitional period of 
Perestroika in the late 1980s, when many of the 
great dancers and choreographers of the Soviet 
Union’s ballet institutions were exercising their 
new-found creative freedom by starting new, 
vibrant companies. Today, the Russian National 
Ballet Theatre is its own institution, with over 50 dancers of 
singular instruction and vast experience, many of whom have 
been with the company since its inception. The Russian National 
Ballet Theatre will present the shorter piece, Chopiniana, prior 
to their performance of Romeo & Juliet.

Sunday

JAN. 23  
3 p.m.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

JOIN US FOR TEA

12:30–2 p.m. at the Fetzer Center, WMU
$10 per person (includes finger sandwiches, assorted desserts, tea,  
 lemonade and water)

Sharon Garber, WMU Professor of Dance, will share in-
sights into the two ballets: Chopiniana and Romeo & Juliet.

TICKETS CAN BE ORDERED AT THE 
MILLER AUDITORIUM TICKET OFFICE
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sacred and spiritual art.
As a busy couple immersed in urban 

living, Labat-Gepert and her husband spend 
their leisure time in summer hosting as 
many of their grandchildren as possible. 
“Each year we also join a group of six, 
old, very comfortable friends and travel 
somewhere for the Labor Day weekend,” 
Anne notes. “We always find good food 
and laughs wherever we go. Bob and I 
love to travel, watch movies, and we both 
enjoy classical music.”

When Anne has some downtime 
to devote to reading, her favorite genres 
include mysteries, spy novels and histori-
cal fiction. They currently reside at the 
Skyrise apartments in downtown Kalam-
azoo, but prior to that, they lived for a few 
years in the Peregrine Tower apartments. 
At one time they had rented a loft above 
Monaco Bay on East Michigan Avenue.

“We moved in before the piano bar 
was finished,” she recalls. “We were 

thinking a quiet, jazz-like atmosphere, 
no problem, but the crowds and the type 
of music from the dual pianos, while in-
credibly entertaining to the enthusiastic 
patrons, was not amenable to us.

“Despite having a wonderful 
landlord who tried everything to make 

it work, the noise factors could not be 
eliminated, so after about 14 months we 
had to move elsewhere.” 

“I love the diversity of a downtown, 
the vibrancy and the convenience,” she 
stresses. The only thing Anne says she 
misses about having a free-standing 

The Rev. Michael Mayor of Crownsville, Md., 
is pictured in a red vestment along side the 

custom altar paraments created by Anne. Red 
is the liturgical color for Pentecost.
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home is working in the yard. She has 
found a positive outlet, however.

“The Mall is my garden,” she quips 
with a grin. In a special landlord-tenant 
barter agreement, Anne tends to over 16 
window boxes and pots in and around 
several downtown buildings. “I love to 
garden, and not having one, I use the Mall 
to ‘play in the dirt.’ I painted some of the 
big flower pots, planted a few trees, and I 
change the flowers each year.

“This year was yellow Lantana, 
but who knows what I’ll choose as the 
theme for next season. I have all winter 
to plan.”

You can view her green thumb tech-
niques in front of the Peregrine Tower, 
the London Grill and several other spots 
along the downtown Kalamazoo Mall. 

Liturgical Threads by Anne will 
only take a limited number of 
orders each year. Labat-Gepert 

says she needs time to devote to the 
other activities that fulfill her or support 
causes dear to her heart. In 2006, she 
lived in India for a month, teaching art 
at a school in Varanasi, on the banks of 
the River Ganges. Anne also considers 
herself a peace activist. “I marched in 
Washington, D.C., with Code Pink, and I 
stood with Women in Black,” she states. 
“But I found I really had a hard time 
keeping my mouth shut as young men 
driving by in very large trucks said some 
really horrible things to us.” 

Instead of active “in your face” 
marching, Anne now prefers a quieter 
pursuit of public service. “I love to work 
with people and have been fairly active in 
Ministry with Community,” she notes. “I 
used to work the front desk and helped 
with lunches. Now I assist with the an-
nual Christmas project, which follows 
the huge, underwear-donation party.” The 
annual event solicits donations of new 
undergarments, socks, T-shirts and the 
like for the homeless. Anne’s first sewing 
studio in Kalamazoo was located in the 
Park Trades Building, which is near the 
Ministry office. “I decided to volunteer, 
thinking I would be chopping carrots 

Labat-Gepert
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for the soup kitchen,” she recalls with a 
chuckle. “Instead, I ended up using my 
administrative skills, working one day 
per week at the front desk. I started that 
volunteer work just a few months after I 
moved to Kalamazoo and continued for 
about seven years. Ministry with Commu-
nity is a wonderful place and I have met 
the most amazing people from all walks 
of life while working there.” 

To ensure she has energy for her 
other passions in life, Anne limits her 
time in her studio to four days per 
week, sometimes less. “My business 
is so much more than a profit-driven 
venture,” Anne Labat-Gepert notes. “I 
am not getting rich financially doing 
this. Instead, I feel that creating these 
vestments is my vocation. Their visual 
appeal may prompt special connections 
and enhance the messages contained 
in the liturgy. My ministry is to help 
beautify and enrich the spaces in which 
people worship.” 

You Could Live at Meijer’s 
 
Pick a good shopping cart, with wheels 
that don’t stick, gather fruit and cheese 
The international shelf chides you—glass noodles? 
Cous-cous? Souvlaki? Why haven’t you 
visited Spain? You recognize the woman with the limp 
No doubt she wore a special shoe as a girl. 
Her hair is going gray at Meijer’s. Summer 
is gone, the carts are dusted with snow. At night 
they turn up the radio. Walk past pork rinds, ice cream, replace 
the regular salad dressing in your cart with lowfat, 
and notice your own husband is gone. You last 
saw him with the coffee and tea—you reminded him how caffeine 
affects his heart. You could die in Meijer’s. 
They would put all your groceries back on the shelf.

   By Bonnie Jo Campbell 

Bonnie Jo Campbell was a 2009 National Book Award finalist for her collection of 
stories, “American Salvage.”  Her new novel, “Once Upon a River,” is forthcoming 
from W.W. Norton in July 2011. In her spare time she tries to train her donkeys, Jack 
and Don Quixote.
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CoMMuTE BETWEEN Chicago 
and Kalamazoo once per week 
to split a hectic work schedule 

between two businesses might seem like 
a drudge for some folk, but to successful 
Windy City realtor and downtown Kala-
mazoo salon-owner Shaun Moskalik, it’s 
a breeze. He’s been commuting this way 
since 1997.

“I use the drive for my quiet time, to 
wind down and relax,” he says. “I often 
spend several hours at my desk in Chi-
cago, so it feels great to be moving.”

Moskalik is definitely a man of 
forward momentum. He operates the 
Honoré Salon, located at 146 South Ka-
lamazoo Mall. He and his partner, Gregg 
Zgonena, own the entire Lerner Build-
ing, which houses a long-time tenant, 
Climb Kalamazoo. 

In a time of so-called “brain drain,” 
where smaller urban centers often lose 

their best and brightest minds to the lure of the big city/big bucks, Moskalik is close 
to the gold standard of making the best of both worlds. Besides his salon efforts, he 
operates a successful realty effort under Koenig & Strey Real Living in Chicago, a 
subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway. “I recently topped over $10 million in sales from 
referrals from Kalamazoo alone,” he notes. “I started tracking them six years ago, and 
I now have over $80 million in sales since I started in the business 13 years ago.” This 
is along with his successful salon business in Kalamazoo, where he personally works 
with local clients two days per week.

Moskalik grew up in the Kalamazoo area and graduated from Parchment High 
School. He then attended beauty school at Chic university of Cosmetology prior to 
obtaining his business and finance degree at Loyola university.

His interest in owning a downtown Kalamazoo building was not only based on 
business, but the pull of his heartstrings. “My Grandmother Cecil used to take me 
downtown when I was a child,” he recalls. “This mall has always been a special place 
to me, and I am confident in Kalamazoo’s success. owning a building downtown is 
quite nostalgic for me and a special piece of my personal history.”

He fondly recalls taking the bus downtown to the old Walgreen’s soda fountain 
for treats, and one of his earliest childhood memories is a family outing to watch the 
official tearing down of the landmark Burdick Hotel.

Moskalik is still in the early phase of plans for renovation of his building, which 
once housed Lerner’s Shoes and several incarnations of retail storefronts. He hopes to 
lead with a u.S. Green Building Council (uSGBC) “L.E.E.D.” designation for his efforts. 

Shaun demonstrates techniques on Missy 
Marriott’s hair before she begins her 
busy day as manager of Honoré Salon in 
downtown Kalamazoo. In the background, 
stylist Terry Fruin preps his workspace.

The interior of Honoré Salon provides a comfortable setting for the clientele.
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Moskalik

The acronym stands for Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design.

The standards include positive 
efforts in reducing the overall carbon 
footprint for a building or business ef-
fort. According to the uSGBC Web site, 
that includes “energy savings, water 

efficiency, Co2 emissions reduction, 
improved indoor environmental quality, 
and stewardship of resources and sensi-
tivity to their impacts.”

Moskalik envisions an eventual 
space-usage mix of more retail offer-
ings and apartments. His current Climb 

Kalamazoo tenants, Kristin and Phil 
Grimm, are also young entrepreneurs, 
and Moskalik says that as a landlord he 
wants to continue to help support their 
gym efforts.  

“The whole building has been 
neglected and has undergone a series of 

VERY YEAR, Shaun Moskalik hosts 
a by-invitation-only fundraiser for 
Sylvia’s Place, a domestic abuse 

shelter based in Allegan County. “If it 
were not for some really great women, 
I would not have a business,” he states. 
“This is my way of giving back.”

According to Sandra Kern, treasurer 
of the board of trustees for Sylvia’s Place, 
“The first year, he raised several thou-
sand dollars to help us, and this year he 
worked to gather over $10,000 for our 
cause. Thanks to Shaun and his donor 
friends, we have been able to redecorate 
one of our rooms at Sylvia’s Place and 
do a much-needed upgrade of the entire 
kitchen facilities.”

Sandra Kern met Shaun Moskalik 
about 18 years ago, and she became a 
loyal client, following him from salon 
to salon. “I was always impressed by his 
dedication and work ethics,” she says. 
“When he went off to college in Chicago, 
he would still come back to take care of 
many of his long-term customers, includ-
ing me,” she notes. “We have so many 
local connections, including the fact that 
we are both Polish. He jumped whole-
heartedly into supporting this charity 

effort to help victims of abuse. He’s always 
thinking about ways he can help.” 

“Sylvia’s Place is not just a ‘safe 
house,’ and we are not limited to Allegan 
County,” Kern stresses. “We provide 
services to women from all across south-
west Michigan. In fact, an average of 
eight percent of our 18-bed household at 
any one time is comprised of Kalamazoo 
County women and children.” Accord-
ing to Kern, Sylvia’s Place provides legal 
advocacy, housing assistance, child care 
referrals, counseling, job placement, sup-
port groups and “whatever our clients 
need to start their lives again without 
abuse.” The focus at Sylvia’s Place is on 
empowerment and education, along with 
safety and advocacy.

Strong female role models are 
important to Moskalik, being raised in 
a traditional, large family with a feisty 
mom and grandmother running the 

household. “This is a way to honor the 
women in my life,” he states. “Most of 
my clients at the salon are women, so 
this is my way of celebrating them and 
reaching out to other women who need 
some help.” 

of Moskalik, Kern says, “His heart 
is as big as his height. one of his con-
tacts from Whirlpool gave the shelter a 
new washer and dryer. Another of his 
clients donated a brand-new copier. I am 
fortunate to have him as a friend, and 
Sylvia’s Place has truly prospered from 
the relationship. It is a humble home, 
but with gifts like Shaun’s, it is becom-
ing a lovely place to house women and 
children. I am blessed to have him in my 
life. I have always said that if I had a son, 
I’d want him to be just like Shaun.”

For more information on Sylvia’s 
Place, go to www.sylviasplace.com or 
call 269-673-8700. 

Sylvia’s Place treasurer Sandra Kern (on right) and a staff advocate meet in the newly remodeled 
kitchen of the shelter, made possible by a Shaun Moskalik fundraiser.

Room in His Heart for Sylvia’s Place
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EVERYTHING
KALAMAZOO:

& MOORE!

partial and amateur renovations over the 
years, with the last major work being 
done in the early 1960s,” he points out. 
A large indentation in the front façade 
where the huge department store sign 
used to rest is slated to become space for 
windows.

“I plan to restore some of its person-
ality because it was a gift I gave to myself 
and to the community. When I turned 
40, I decided I wanted to own a building. 
Gregg agreed to become co-owner, and 
that business partnership was his gift to 
me for my birhday that year.”

Shaun’s favorite game as a child was, 
of course, Monopoly. But, when it comes 
to real estate, in Chicago or Kalamazoo, 
it’s no game. Shaun’s enthusiasm for net-
working helps him link the right people 
to the right property. “This type of busi-
ness has always fed me two ways, allow-
ing me to connect my two favorite cities 
and explore some charitable giving,” he 
says. (See sidebar story on Sylvia’s Place.) 
“I love business and I love people, so this 
is a creative, personal combination

“It dovetails well with my beauty 
business, too. Both require a similar skill 
set, including the ability to communi-
cate, connecting one-on-one with people, 
knowing what people want, and deliver-
ing excellent customer service.”

In total, Shaun Moskalik has had 22 
years of experience in the beauty 
field and 13 years in real estate. 

“ours is a small boutique realty team 
under the umbrella firm,” he notes. “My 
personal referrals from southwest Michi-
gan translated into 2 million dollars in 
sales in the Chicago area last year, with 
an average of 1.4 million dollars worth 
of property investments from Michigan 
annually,” he says with pride. 

Moskalik has developed a team of 
seven employees at Honoré, and he uses 
his gut instincts as well as good busi-
ness sense when it comes to pleasing his 
salon clientele. “Customer service is my 
number one priority,” he states. “The mix 
of camaraderie, relaxation, dedication to 
client comfort, and our professionalism 
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Moskalik

creates a very nice rhythm.”
In addition, he invests in his people: 

“My senior staff is very well-trained,” he 
stresses. “We are always updating our 
skills and furthering our education to 
provide the latest techniques in hair-
cuts, coloring and make-up.” To foster 
more connection and promote wellness, 
the Honoré staff now gathers once a 
month for a group yoga class. The salon 
carries a large line of cosmetics with a 
conscience, stocking higher-end organic 
products, plant-based, and not tested on 
animals. For ambience, they only burn 
soy-based candles.

“I prefer to feature local products 
whenever I can and showcase local art-
ists in our gallery spaces at the salon,” 
Shaun points out. Honoré is often a 
popular stop on the quarterly Kalamazoo 
Arts Council Art Hop circuit and rotates 
items ranging from wearable art such  
as jewelry and clothing to personal  

products like hand-made soaps.
The warm and welcoming voice you 

most often hear if you call is Missy Mar-
riott. She is the manager of the thriving 

salon, which was once known as Danc-
ing Cranes Salon & Apothecary prior to 
Shaun buying out his former business 
cohort a few years ago. “It’s all about the 
clients, not our own egos,” Shaun says. 
“This is a service industry. I always tell 
any newly hired stylists that our clients 
are the stars, not us.”

Shaun, who attended Kalamazoo 
Public Schools in his younger years and 
graduated from Parchment High School, 
moved to Chicago in 1997 to attend 
Loyola College, and that’s where he met 
Gregg Zgonena, sales manager for the 
new Michael Kors Collection store on 
Michigan Avenue. Kors is an internation-
ally renowned clothing guru best known 
for his classic American styling. Based in 
New York, Kors is also one of the judges 
for the popular cable television reality 
show, Project Runway. Gregg’s previous 
job for a European designer often took 
the pair on travels, including once a year 
abroad. “We annually make a trek to 
Paris during ‘Fashion Week’ in January 
or February,” he says. “At first we went 
because it was necessary for Gregg’s 
work, but now it’s for pleasure.” They’ve 
been flying to Paris for that manic week 
of runway fashion glitz and blitz for 10 
years in a row.

one little known fact is that the 
name of his Kalamazoo salon, Honoré, 

The Honoré staff includes (standing left to right) Garrett Blair, Masha Bullard, Michele Sullivan,  
Anthony Roscini, Kristin Peterson and Missy Marriott. Seated in front are Terry Fruin and Shaun Moskalik.
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is based on one of their favorite Paris 
haunts, a quaint street of revitalized old 
buildings. “It’s a resurrected red light 
district in what was once a bad part of 
old Paris,” Shaun notes. “It’s our favorite 
place to stroll because it’s now the quint-
essential Parisian street, filled with chic 
shops and eateries.

“I chose the name for my Kala-
mazoo salon because the interior is a 
reflection of my travels. It has a bit of 
European flair.”

Another relatively unknown perk 
for passers-by on the downtown Kalama-
zoo mall is that Gregg uses his design 
expertise to change the window-display 
themes for Shaun’s salon several times 
each year. As business partners in the 
Lerner building, Shaun and Gregg un-
derstand the ebb-and-flow language of 
real estate. Greg’s family was well-versed 
in realty endeavors in the northern 
Chicago suburbs, including several com-
mercial ventures. 

A self-described “workaholic who 
keeps crazy hours,” Shaun, along with 
Gregg, are always on the go. “We don’t 
sit still much,” he admits. “our spare 
time revolves around dining, music and 
the arts. There’s always something new 
to learn. Luckily, we both enjoy that type 
of lifestyle.”

Vacations, when the two have them, 
are typically spent in northern Michigan. 
“I am a big fan of all that the State of 
Michigan has to offer, and I promote our 
state whenever I can,” says Shaun.

With his hectic lifestyle and the 
stress of losing both parents in just a few 
years’ time span, Shaun has been con-
sidering easing back into the personal 
practice of yoga. His mother Barbara 
passed away four years ago from cancer 
and Shaun spent a lot of time with her. 
Most recently, he helped care for his 
stepfather, Richard, who died from can-
cer in August.

“I made a lot of trips back and forth 
and made him as comfortable as possible 
with the help of Hospice,” he says. “It 
was tough, because Richard was the only 
dad I’ve ever known.”
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Christmas Portion - Two Performances
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The Document Solutions People

Merry Christmas
Holiday time is when we are reminded most of how 

blessed we are. The team at Cornerstone Office Systems 
truly appreciates the trust the West Michigan area has 

in us and we look forward to serving you in 2011.

Moskalik

His biological father, Christian, died 
in 1971 when Shaun was only two years 
old, and he was raised by his stepfather. 

“Richard was awesome from the mo-
ment he came into my mother’s life when 
I was five. The only thing he never let me 
do was mow the lawn. That was his spe-
cial chore and he was very detailed about 
it. To this day, I still don’t know how to 
mow a lawn properly. I can definitely cut 
hair but I can’t cut grass.” 

Shaun is the youngest in a large, tra-
ditional, Catholic family of seven broth-
ers and sisters, the majority of whom 
still live in the Kalamazoo area although 
the family extends across Michigan, into 
Chicago and as far away as Texas.

As a kid, a portion of Shaun’s sum-
mers were spent in Roscommon where 
his sister had an organic farm. “I thought 
I was dying of boredom at the time, 
but now I have such fond memories of 
canoeing down the Au Sable River, pick-
ing fresh strawberries and having meals 
cooked on a wood-burning stove in a 
big old farmhouse.” The one common 
denominator amongst Shaun and his six 
siblings is a shared work ethic.

“We are all very hard workers,” 
he says. “My mother was a force to be 
reckoned with, and we learned much 
of that from her example.” His grand-
mother lived with them in the old-world 
style of family taking personal care of 
the elders. “She was big on helping all 
her grandchildren with the three R’s,” he 
remembers.

“She also taught me basic skills 
like how to iron, do laundry and how 
to use public transportation. She never 
had a driver’s license, so we would hop 
the bus to go places like the downtown 
mall. one of the advantages of that type 
of upbringing is that we all accept each 
other for who we are and try to keep our 
family ties strong,” he stresses.

“I was a typical nerd growing up, but 
I always knew I wanted to cut hair and 
go to beauty school.” He started trying 
out the career in the mid 1980s through 
vocational classes in high school, but he 
says it was not exactly the best experi-
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Visit our website at www.greatlakesshippingco.com
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Appreciated
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Dinner from
5:00pm daily

Choice
Aged Steaks
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Optimum Health
Chiropractic Center

Call for an appointment today! 269.344.4057 Dr. Craig Stull

ence. He eventually graduated from the 
Chic School of Cosmetology in 1989.

Like so many other businesses, realty 
has taken a substantial hit in recent 
years with the economic downturn, 

but Shaun says he’ll “shake it off” and 
work toward building his innate forward 
momentum. Shaun’s major focus is on 
residential property, condos, commercial 
investments and residential rentals.

“It will be challenging,” he says. 
“I’m experiencing every struggle small 
businesses must go through. I bought 
out a business partner, bought my own 
building, and got hit with the recession. 
Everything takes a hit when that occurs. 
However, I feel I am creative enough to 
reassess, be flexible and try different 
approaches to real estate sales. over the 
years, I have built up a continual referral 
base and have a great team with which to 
work in Chicago.” 

Kalamazoo remains Shaun Moska-
lik’s heart-home, though, with family ties 
and a personal perspective that has abso-
lutely nothing to do with a bottom line. 
“For many of my salon clients, I have 
attended their high school or college 
graduations, weddings and celebrated 
the birth of their children or grandchil-

Here Shaun Moskalik looks a bit more the 
businessman than the stylist. His Chicago 
business is in real estate.
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Moskalik

dren,” he says. “They are now like an 
extended family to me.”

Shaun currently has no plans to 
change his dual-city residency. “There 
are very few towns of this size which 
have such thriving community activism, 
where people get involved,” he stresses. 
“Few have such vital, downtown dis-
tricts or our wealth of cultural offerings, 
dining, and warm atmosphere.

“The entire southwest Michigan area 
has so much to offer, with easy access to 
natural beauty like Lake Michigan and 
convenient proximity to larger metro-
politan areas such as Detroit or Chicago. 
This region is unique in that regard, and 
I sing its praises whenever I have the op-
portunity to do so.”

It’s a mutual admiration society. 
Kalamazoo also tends to sing the 
praises of young entrepreneurs like 
Shaun Moskalik, who do not completely 
succumb to the “bright lights/big city” 
brain drain, instead opting to use their 
talents and verve to continue investing 
in their home community.

“Everything I attempt becomes a 
life lesson,” he says. “Whether it is a 
business success or a personal chal-
lenge, I will hopefully come out of it a 
better, stronger, and more understand-
ing human being. I’d really like to be 
able to make a positive difference in  
my world.”

Shaun’s partner, Gregg Zgonena , traveled to 
Place Vendôme, Paris, to attend the John  
Galliano men’s fashion show last February. 
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THE WILLIAM C. AND NANCY F. RICHARDSON CONCERT

Lupu came on stage quietly and seated himself in a regular black chair in front of the 

Steinway. He sat back, arms crossed, watching and listening. When the time came, 

he reached out to the keyboard and . . . 

RADU LUPU IN CONCERT
JAN 31   8 PM   CHENERY AUDITORIUM   KALAMAZOO

THEGILMORE.ORG

(Continued from page 33)

Nature
Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574
Holidays at the Homestead — Enjoy the 
beautifully decorated DeLano homestead, 
holiday music, crafts and treats, even a 
wagon ride. Dec. 5 & 12, 1–4 p.m.
Creature Feature — See some of KNC’s 
animals up close. Dec. 18, 12–1 p.m.
Outdoor Walks — Short hikes for all ages 
to learn to interact with nature. Winter 
Tree Identification, Dec. 19, 2–3 p.m.; Na-
ture in Winter, Dec. 26, 2–3 p.m.

Kellogg Biological Station
671-2510
Winter Birds and Holiday “Tweets” — 
Get information about the birds that feed at 
your backyard feeders in the winter. Dec. 
11, 1–2:30 p.m. Kellogg Bird Sanctuary, 
12685 E. C Ave. near Gull Lake.
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Call

323-9333
& ask how.

Visit
PortagePrinting.com

to SEE HOW.

Your sell sheets should

LOOK BETTER
than theirs.

1116 West Centre Avenue • Portage, MI 49024

SAFE. SIMPLE. CONVENIENT.

Manatron marketing director Rachel 
Bryant juggles all the elements of 
a busy lifestyle.  She has two small 
children at home,  customers scattered 
across the country. tradeshows to 
attend, marketing materials to produce 
and business goals to hit.  

“The last thing I need is to be driving to 
a distant airport, when I have convenient 
parking and short waits right here,” says 
Bryant, a regular at the Kalamazoo/Battle 
Creek International Airport.  “This is less 
than five minutes from my house and it’s 
a few more minutes walking in from the 
parking lot,” she says. 

Bryant’s self-employed husband, Nick, 
does his share of the parenting while 
running his business out of the couple’s 
Portage home.  “We do what we can to 
maximize our family time and maximize our 
productivity. Traveling from close to home 
helps that.”

No place like home.

Rachel’s Travel Tip?“Utilizing the hotel workout rooms 
helps lessen the stress of travel and 

reduce the number of pounds gained 

from so much restaurant food.”

Montserrat, Spain, is a spiritual 
destination to millions of tourists 
who ascend 4,000 feet by cable 
car or funicular to venerate “La 
Moreneta,” the Black Madonna. 
This statue of Mary with Jesus was 
carved by St. Luke, brought to Spain, 
hidden in a cave, and rediscovered 
in 880 A.D. by shepherds who were 
led to it by a vision.

Montserrat is the home of 80 
Benedictine monks and the famed 
L’Escolania choir of school boys, 
formed in the 13th century, who chant 
daily in the basilica. With a 360-
degree view at its peak, Montserrat is 
also a popular rock-climbing site. 

Encore contributor Robert Weir recently returned from a four-month journey
to seven nations, traveling by air, train, and ship. A related article appears in this 
issue of Encore.

Answer!

Around the World

(question on page 10)

We’d love to share your 
poetry with Kalamazoo-area 
readers. Please submit
a short personal profile to 
accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com
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Keep your options open.
Your physician has powerful tools to provide you with medical images.

Even an Olympic swimmer with a 7-foot arm span
can stretch out in KNI’s high-field open magnet.

MRI patients who need more room, who feel uneasy in 
tight spaces, or who need specialty exams for orthopedic 
procedures often find comfort in high-field open magnets. 

KNI has the has the most powerful and versatile medical 
imaging equipment available in Southwest Michigan, and 
has the medical expertise to provide your physician with 
the test results you need.

KNI will continue to introduce area physicians to new 
developments in breast imaging, cardiac imaging, 
neuroimaging, orthopedic imaging and functional imaging. 

So, when medical imaging is important to you or your 
family, learn more about your options at www.kniimaging. com.




