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To improve on the future,
we asked our clients about the past.
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Financial Security from Generation to Generation

Plan tailored to meet objectives 100%

Accessibility and friendliness 99.4%

Accuracy of information 99.4%

Would recommend Greenleaf Trust 96%

Focusing on resolving key issues 99.3%

Attentiveness and responsiveness 98%

Effectiveness of communication 98.7%

Frequency of contact 96.7%

Listens to client needs 99.3%

Quarterly seminars are informative 99%

In a recently conducted survey,  
we asked Greenleaf Trust clients to 
rate our effectiveness, attentiveness,  
success in meeting objectives, and 
overall performance across the board. 
With billions of their hard-earned  
dollars entrusted to us, our clients 
rightfully have a lot to say. We listen 

closely, knowing that even with our 
high satisfaction scores, there’s  
always room to improve. Continuously. 
Measurably. Resolutely. So thank  
you, clients, near and far, for the  
constructive feedback and sugges-
tions. We’re listening, and we  
always will.



B RO N SO N  N E U RO S C I E N C E  CEN T ER

WHERE GREAT MINDS THINK, 
COLLABORATE AND SOLVE AS ONE.  
Over the past several years, top neuroscience specialists from around the country have joined 

the Bronson team. They’re drawn here because they want to be part of something special. 

While their skill, talent and technology are second to none, the collaborative approach to 

caring for each patient truly sets us apart. Ask those who know from firsthand experience — 

there’s no other neuroscience center in southwest Michigan like it. Learn more about the 

great minds of Bronson Neuroscience Center at bronsonneurosciencecenter.com. 

BRONSON TEAM OF  PHYSICIANS: 
FRONT ROW (l-r): Hisanori Hasegawa, MD; Dennis Jewett, MD

SECOND ROW (l-r): Nadeem Mirza, MD; Dean Kindler, MD; Alain Fabi, MD; Daniel Fain, MD

THIRD ROW (l-r): Kellie Sweet, DO; Kelly Ybema, MD; Paula Kilmer, MD; Daryl Warder, MD, PhD

BACK ROW (l-r); Chris Sloffer, MD; Gregory Wiggins, MD

bronsonneurosciencecenter.com



For details and updates on anniversary 
events and specials, e-mail us at
redarrowcigarandwine@gmail.com,
stop by the shop or give us a call.

   One of the area’s 
largest selections of
   microbrewed beer

Monday – Friday: Noon to 8 pm

6980 Stadium Dr. in the Village Place
269.544.1220 
redarrowcigars.com

Celebrate our 1ST ANNIVERSARY with us!
 APRIL 15, 2011 



Breast Surgery
Augmentation, Reduction,

Reconstruction

Reconstructive Procedures
Burns and Burn Scars,

Facial Trauma

Body Contouring
Liposuction, Abdominoplasty

Facial Surgery
Facelift, Eyelid Lift, 

Brow Lift, Rhinoplasty

Skin Rejuvenation

Look And Feel Your Best.
“We strive to provide a superior care experience by creating
 a pleasant personal setting for the finest surgical procedures.”

575 W. Crosstown Parkway – Kalamazoo

Steven M. Nitsch, M.D.
www.myparkwayplasticsurgery.com

Fraxel re:store® Fractional Laser 
Resurfacing, and Hair Removal

IPL Treatment of Skin Pigment Abnormalities;
Small Blood Vessels and Hair Removal;

Laser and Chemical Peels
Microdermabrasion, Skin Medica Products, Latisse

Skin care specialist, Julie Powell, brings
21 years of expertise to our practice.

SEE, TASTE & TOUCH
THE POSSIBILITIES WITH THE

SCHOLTEN DIFFERENCE

Call Dan to learn how 
you can experience 
luxury living at an 
affordable price.

Visit our Showroom
1728 S. Westnedge Ave.

(269) 345-1166

scholtenkitchenandbath.com

REMINISCING is a pastime that becomes more popular as one 

becomes older — after all, young people haven’t lived long 

enough to have much to reminisce about. Recently a good 

friend told me how much he enjoys reading these monthly 

columns and which ones he liked the 

most. This started me thinking about the 

variety of pieces I have written over the 

past 15 years, and wondering which of 

them I most enjoyed writing.

One gem was written in the dead of 

winter shortly after I had come in from the 

manly task of clearing snow. This was my 

exposé on men’s infatuation with things 

mechanical. It isn’t that we really love to 

clear snow or cut grass; we just love our motor-driven toys. It’s 

all about the power we have when we are at the controls of a 

machine that is doing the manual labor for us while we smugly 

walk or ride along. Then, voila! We have conquered a job big 

enough for the Incredible Hulk.

One I wrote as a protest inspired by my wife’s purchase of 

“Low Fat Peanut Spread.” Like many families, we periodically 

pledge to eat better and lose a few of those excess pounds, and 

peanut butter is one of my vices. Well, as I said in that column, 

you just can’t replace Jif Extra Crunchy Peanut Butter with 

that low fat imitator and get away with it — at least not with a 

true aficionado. What amazed me most was the overwhelming 

support I got from a large number of my male friends.

Then, there was the column about closets — the most under 

appreciated part of most homes. As I was writing that column and 

describing the value of every closet in a typical house I began to 

develop a sensitivity toward humanity. I realized that closets were 

really a metaphor for the people in our lives, so often taken for 

granted and even ignored, and that we should tell them how much 

we do value their love and friendship.

Finally, I will never forget the time I wandered into the 

forbidden waters of the differences between men and women. 

It was at the height of Christmas shopping season, and I was 

warning that a trip to the store with a member of the opposite sex 

could mean trouble. Remember that, historically, men have been 

the hunters while women have been the gatherers. Translated 

to modern times this means that women are shoppers and men 

are buyers. Women shop to find the perfect item while men are 

satisfied to find an item that meets their needs. Wow, did that one 

spark a reaction, but nary a word of dissent. 

I hope you have enjoyed reviewing some former thoughts and 

topics as much as I have enjoyed sharing them with you. And now I 

am going to take pleasure in another favorite pastime — I am going 

to take a nap.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe

Rick Briscoe
Publisher
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(269) 387-2300      (800) 228-9858
 www.MILLERAUDITORIUM.com

DAVID SEDARIS 

With sardonic wit and 
incisive social critiques, 
David Sedaris has become 
one of America’s pre-eminent 
humor writers. The great 
skill with which he slices 
through cultural euphemisms 
and political correctness 

proves that Sedaris is a master of satire and one of the 
most observant writers addressing the human condition 
today. The best-selling author of Me Talk Pretty One Day 
and When You are Engulfed in Flames, Sedaris’s original 
radio pieces can often be heard on This American Life, 
distributed nationally by Public Radio International and 
produced by WBEZ.

Tuesday

APRIL 5 
7:30 p.m.

GIORDANO JAZZ 
DANCE CHIGAGO

Giordano Jazz Dance 
Chicago, the original jazz 
dance company, captivates 
audiences worldwide with 
dynamic performances and 
the diversity and wide appeal 
of its repertoire. Continually 
expanding the boundaries of 
jazz dance while diversifying the repertoire, GJDC’s new 
works have received critical and audience acclaim.

Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago has a very active outreach 
and education program, including school performances 
in the Chicago metropolitan area, a residency with the 
Chicago Park District, and teaching residencies on many 
college campuses.

Wednesday

APRIL 20 
7:30 p.m.
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VER THE PAST TWO DECADES, Jonathan Morgan has 
created a mini sanctuary for his favorite winged ones and 
assorted other small critters — just off a heavily trafficked 

thoroughfare in the midst of a busy urban center. According to 
the National Wildlife Federation, Morgan’s small patch of Kal-
amazoo land is a Certified Backyard Wildlife Habitat, filled with 
pear and redbud trees, natural landscaping, and bird feeders.

“It’s an eco-cosm, a tiny enclave for birds as they fly to and 
from this region along their annual migratory corridors,” Morgan 
says. For the past five years, he has pursued his personal passion 
for photography. “My photography is intended to impart the nature 
of the seasons and the animal and bird life cycles. So many people 
have said I have an eye for this, so I continue to be motivated to 
share the unique moments I’m able to capture,” he states. 

Morgan’s resumé reads like a bright collage of colorful, 
vibrant, and labor-intensive work options. He has spent over 
30 years in differing arenas of the restaurant and hospitality 
business. He’s been a sous chef, a caterer, and a vegetarian chef. 
Morgan has also worked as a field-conservation steward at the 
Kalamazoo Nature Center, and as a licensed wildlife rehabilitator. 

While he seems to shy away from the formal “artist” moni-
ker, others have officially dubbed Morgan with that specific 
term for his many creative endeavors. In 2007, he received the 
Irving S. Gilmore Emerging Artist grant to help facilitate his 
work and subsequent displays at Art Hops in downtown Kal-
amazoo. He also writes vivid poetry, to express the emotions 
evoked by his observation of the wild world. At other times, 
Morgan presents the facts in prose form for educational work-
shops or similar opportunities for communicating information 

regarding his “citizen science” efforts. 
“I’m an observer, and many times my writing is inspired 

by specific photographs I take,” he adds. “I’m also a late bloom-
er — pun intended — when it comes to gardening. I began creat-
ing my backyard habitat in 1999 after moving back to Michigan 
from San Diego. Suddenly, the birds and small animals increased 
tenfold and came closer to me. That’s when it clicked. It wasn’t as 
though I had actively planned to study wildlife. It was more an 
organic process, following where it led me.” A man of Christian 
faith, Morgan says, “This is my way of showing the beauty of 
God’s creation and sharing brief moments with people who don’t 
normally have the time to see them. We have such beauty here, 
but it is flawed and it is fleeting. Much of the motivation for my 
photography comes from a deep respect for the temporary aspects 
of this world and responsible stewardship of the creation.”

Morgan’s photos have been published in various environ-
mental and birding magazines, and he has two shots featured in 
the book “The Orvis Beginner’s Guide to Bird Watching.” A col-
league at the Cornell University Lab of Ornithology, with whom 
Jonathan often shares his work, frequently uses his photos 
for research and education illustrations. “I definitely get more 
photo credits than any paychecks,” he quips. 

Morgan grew up in the Delton area, moving there at 
age 12 with his parents, whom he labels “outdoorsy.” 
“They always let me play in the mud,” he says with 

a grin. As a kid, he hung around the Kalamazoo Nature Center 
and volunteered there when he was old enough to do so. Now, 
many of the photos featured on the cover of the Center’s news-
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letter are his work. Morgan’s interest in birds was piqued by 
living in close proximity to the 23,000-acre Barry State Game 
Area, which is now known as an Audubon GIBA, which stands 
for “Globally Important Bird Area.” That designation is due to 
several birds that frequent the area, including Common Loons, 
listed as an endangered or threatened species. 

Harkening back to his days in rehabilitation, Morgan still 
attempts to help injured or at-risk wildlife if he finds any on his 
journeys. Another personal point of pride is helping to build 
and monitor nest boxes for species such as the Eastern Bluebird 
and participating in bird banding to further the study of migra-
tion, population and habitats. As a research assistant, Morgan 
personally banded over 700 birds. Many of the over 70 nesting 
sites he currently watches are located in the emerging Manitou 
Arbor Ecovillage on the old Nazareth Farm on East Main Street, 
owned by the Congregation of St. Joseph. His favorite places to 
wander are primarily found in Barry County, but he also enjoys 
any of the local State Game Areas such as Allegan or Gourd-
neck, or the Lakeshore State Parks. 

Morgan kayaks on remote waterways, hikes on foot and 
mountain bikes as he explores wild areas such as the Michi-
gan Audubon Otis Sanctuary, Fort Custer and Yankee Springs 
Recreation Area. He waits patiently in his camouflage gear for 
hours on end and in all seasons of the year to observe and cap-
ture a moment in a bird or other wild creature’s life. Morgan has 
a state record vetted for the Blue Darner dragonfly species in St. 
Joseph County. That official recognition comes about through 
discovery and research while in the field photographing.

Morgan describes this photo: “First Breaths of Bluebird.” He says it sums up his 
relationship with nature, as he stewards the nestboxes of bluebirds.

This sandhill crane was photographed 
in the Barry State Game Area in 2010.

This photo of two fox squirrels became the cover shot for 
a recent issue of the Kalamazoo Nature Center News. 

Ph
ot

os
: J

on
at

ha
n 

M
or

ga
n



He does not force or stage his shots. 
“I prefer working in smaller, remote 
areas that are not easily accessible to the 
public,” he notes. Some photos are much 
easier to obtain, such as stepping outside 
his front door to catch the amusing antics 
of the urban-dwelling squirrels enjoying 
the treats at the feeders in his yard. 

Along with his digital cameras, 
tripod and lenses, Morgan always totes 
trash bags to help clean up the mess 
others leave behind. “I have a duty 
and an obligation to educate others 
and promote responsible stewardship 
through whatever means at my disposal,” 
Morgan stresses. “The resources are not 
unlimited, and it breaks my heart to 
see how many hunters, fishermen and 
other recreationists who use the nature 
preserves leave behind their garbage. I 
continually stumble upon the impromp-
tu trash dumps scattered in the woods, 
along with toxins of all types, leaking 
into the ground. I find everything from 
used motor oil to the remnants of drug 
meth labs.” 

“I prefer some type of action instead 

of just ignoring it,” Morgan says. 
“Every bottle of toxic substance 
left out there in the woods is 
going to seep into the ground 
or water, harming wildlife and 
possibly humans as well. I don’t 
put animals before people, but 
we have a voice. The birds and 
the animals do not. It’s a human 
responsibility to act for them.” 

Morgan also helps to sup-
port charitable humanitarian 
and wildlife causes by donat-
ing his prints for fundraising 
efforts. His photographs have 
gone to benefit the Alzheimer’s 
Association, Hospice, Wild 
Ones, the Southwest Michigan 
Land Conservancy and the 
Michigan Audubon Society, to name a 
few. “I give away more framed work than 
I sell,” he notes. “Local organizations 
may contact me for donations.” Morgan 
is also the Kalamazoo County Coordina-
tor for the Michigan Bluebird Society and 
often fields calls and questions regarding 
that species and its habitat.

Morgan admits his biggest challenge 
is the balance between creating art for its 
own sake and being able to make a living. 
“I’d love to have the luxury of more time 
to simply take photographs, to edit and 
carefully frame and mat the best prints, 
yet I have to eat, pay taxes and pay the 
mortgage, too,” he says. “It’s also vitally 
important to me to try to educate and 
inspire more citizen stewards. It’s up to the 
public to take positive action to protect the 
endangered species and their habitats.” 

Along with the occasional gal-
lery exhibit and Art Hop show, you can 
peruse and purchase Jonathan Morgan’s 
artwork via his Web site at www.friend-
ofbirds.com, on Facebook or in retail 
outlets such as the Nature Connection in 
downtown Kalamazoo.

“I’ve always been inordinately 
shy and rather introverted all my life,” 
Morgan states. “I prefer solitude. My 
transitions into photography and garden-
ing have become healing and personal-
growth mechanisms. That work forces 
me to become available, to put myself out 
there as an artist or in wildlife education 
and stewardship outreach efforts. I find 
myself giving a talk in front of a group of 
people, and that’s rather ironic because 
the whole point for me originally was 
just to disappear into the woods.” 

Morgan

The Decision of the Nightjar

She sings in dusklight; I let her go 
unforcibly, down-slope to a sea of ovate rocks 
broadcasted far below, 
abraded with age; agreeably, 
the wings outstretched, 
the eyes, unclosed: 
thus also “we tumble down either side: 
left, or right: to love — or to hate.”

She mustn’t misunderstand: yet ’though tonight’s 
waxing new moon’s hoping cup  
outshines the fearsome moods unhinged, 
— unbalanced by its very certainty — 
even so the dark Vulturine  
descends: the nest-egg “despoiled 
of innocence, of faith, of bliss” 
tips out and thus it plummets— and forever broken is.

  By Jonathan Morgan 

Nightjars are a family of night-flying aerial insectivores scattered around the world 
with most species concentrated in the tropics and particularly in open country.

Morgan found these tree swallows while kayaking 
on Twin Lakes in northern Kalamazoo County.
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One day (in Sierra Leone) we were telling our 
stories. I was the first person to tell my 

story — like how I was raised, the fun 
and exciting things I did: chill at my 

house, play football. I was joking 
around. Then Morris (a Sierra 

Leonean of the same age) told 
his story. He lost his mom 
and dad (to civil war). He 
had no connections to his 
family. He started crying. 
It showed me how good 
my life is. Stuff might be 
rough here, but compared 
to them, it’s nothing; 

they’ve been through it all.

— Valorian Cunningham,
Loy Norrix student

HE PROJECT IS CALLED Urban Youth for Africa, and 
it’s the brainchild of Caryn Bladt, program director at 
Kalamazoo Deacons Conference, a Christian organiza-
tion dedicated to meeting the physical and spiritual 
needs of people in crisis. At 28, Caryn has already tasted 
several world cultures through collegiate foreign studies 

in Scotland and volunteer work in South Africa, Malawi, Egypt, 
Mexico, Tennessee, Oklahoma, and Washington, D.C. 

Born in Kalamazoo, raised in Vicksburg, and a 2004 gradu-
ate of Hope College with a degree in religion, Caryn credits the 
Christian organization Youth With A Mission (YWAM) for her 
orientation to several of these world service venues. 

“I went abroad to see what life is like for people within the 
poorest parts of the world, to see if I could help them, to hear 
people’s stories and learn,” Caryn says. “I love traveling because 
of the incredible opportunity it affords to view myself through 
different eyes. I think sometimes you have to step outside of 
something — be it your circumstances or your country or your 
position in life — to be able to see it for what it really is.” 

When Caryn was interviewing for her position at the 

The 2010 Urban Youth for Africa team consists 
of (top) Josh Russcher, Bria Robinson, Valorian 
Cunningham, Brooke Edwards, Shari Williams, 
Kurtice Weekley; and (bottom) Terrell Nesbitt, 
Shannon Blakely, Laquaria Ligon, and Jalen Boyd.

Santigie and Olivia 
assist with the Kroo 
Bay work project.



Deacons Conference in September 2008, her conversation with 
executive director Terri Thomas turned to the subject of mutual 
dreams. “My dream was to connect humanitarians here in Ka-
lamazoo with an organization in Africa, and Terri’s dream was 
to create a program through which inner-city kids could go on 
mission trips like the ones that many other teens experience.” 

Terri explains: “The Kalamazoo Deacons Conference is a 
place where church groups often come for their service projects. 
Each year, I would ask the young people, ‘What makes you want 
to help others?’ and they would say, ‘I went on a mission trip, 
and it changed my life.’ I thought, ‘What if inner-city students 
who do not attend church could go to a Third World country? 
Would they come back and see they have a lot compared to 
Third World teens? Would they then see themselves as blessed 
and take advantage of all the opportunities they have been 
given? Would they return and want to help others?’” With hope, 
she surmised they would and, upon hiring Caryn, directed her 
to proceed. 

Caryn researched potential collaborators in Africa, sent out 
e-mails, and waited for replies. The optimal response came from 
Word Made Flesh, an organization with missions in Africa, 

India, Romania, Nepal, and other places where, she says, “the 
poorest of the poor live.” Word Made Flesh had never hosted a 
volunteer work group of the type Caryn wanted to assemble, 
but they decided to give it a try. 

The official permission between Word Made Flesh and 
the Deacons Conference occurred in January 2009. 
The destination would be a slum settlement, built on a 

trash heap and known as Kroo Bay, in Freetown, Sierra Leone’s 
capital and largest city. Located on the Atlantic, the area was, in 
the mid-1600s, the primary departure point for slaves destined 
for the United Kingdom, including the American Colonies, and 
then, ironically, it became the repatriation home of freed British 
and Canadian slaves in the late 1700s.

Caryn recruited interested students. She engaged Dr. 
Joseph Bangura, a Kalamazoo College professor who was born 
in Sierra Leone, to teach Urban Youth for Africa teens about his 
country. She found Elizabeth Johnson and other Sierra Leonean 
families in Kalamazoo who invited the Africa-bound youth into 

The Kalamazoo Urban Youth for Africa teens worked in and around the slum 
housing in Kroo Bay during the summers of 2009 and 2010. 
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spoken to the Kalamazoo Public Schools 
board of education and civic groups. 
They’ve been interviewed on radio and 
for newspaper articles. 

To be eligible for the Urban Youth 

their homes, cooked indigenous meals, 
and told them about the culture they 
would encounter abroad. And she had 
them read “A Long Way Gone: Memoirs 
of a Boy Soldier,” by Sierra Leonean Ish-
mael Beah. She also had them watch the 
documentaries “Blood Diamonds” and 
“Bling,” about Africa’s illicit diamond 
trade.

Amazingly, the first group of eight 
Kalamazoo students went to Kroo Bay in 
July/August 2009, only six months after 
the Deacons Conference and Word Made 
Flesh agreed to proceed. “Many things 
came together quickly,” Caryn says. “It 
was pretty much a miracle.”

Fundraising was a major part of 
that miracle. She states: “Much of the 
money came from word of mouth as we 
shared our passion with others, and that 
was passed on to more people. Our first 
year, we had a big donation from a local 
business owner who wants to remain 
anonymous. In 2010, Nulty Insurance 
hosted an incredible beach party benefit 
that raised a lot of money. We received 
funds from local businesses, individu-
als, foundations, and Loy Norrix High 
School.”

The enthusiasm of the 2009 stu-
dents paved the way for the program’s 
smooth continuation. That group put 
their stories on a DVD, telling in their 
own words how the opportunity im-
pacted their lives. 

Urban Youth for Africa now has bro-
chures and a Web site: www.urbanyouth-
forafrica.org. The young travelers have 

for Africa program, the young people 
must be at least in the 10th grade of a 
Kalamazoo public high school and be 
part of a low-income family. Grade-point 
average is not a factor, although the 
selection committee chooses a mix of 
both academic achievers and those who 
struggle with grades. In 2009, one of the 
students selected was a dropout working 
on a general equivalency diploma (GED). 

That first year, students were hand-
selected by Urban Youth for Africa staff 
from the Art of Leadership and Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited (Y.O.U.) pro-
grams. 

In 2010, applicants were recom-
mended by teachers, principals, and 
guidance counselors at Loy Norrix, 
Kalamazoo Central, and Phoenix high 

Urban Youth

Several Kalamazoo and Sierra Leonean youth enjoy a good-bye party in August 2010.

What government
building is topped
by this glass dome?

(Answer on page 46)
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A locally-owned community bank.

We offer area residents and businesses

safe, secure banking. When you bank

with us, your deposits stay here, 

helping this community prosper.Mary Hoag
V.P. & Woodbridge
Banking Center Mgr.

Direct: 269.488.8851

Switch to First.
We do everything for you!

Downtown 269.349.0100 5313 W. Main/West-Side 269.250.8860
Woodbridge Hills/Portage 269.488.0290

Free ATM at 2,000 locations

Your Local Bank, Putting You First.

Bank Local... Learn more at fnbmichigan.com

Dorado
Side Table

Harbour Bay Furniture Co.
Stuart, FL and Holland, MI

Downtown Holland · 212 S. River Ave., Holland · (616) 395-5554
Open Mon.–Sat. 10:00–5:30    www.harbourbayfurniture.com

schools. Since the initial trip, the num-
ber of applicants has grown rapidly, and 
the interest continues to climb for 2011. 
“Students are asking when the applica-
tions will come out,” Caryn says. 

The application process is facilitated 
by a selection committee that includes a 
leader from the 2009 trip, Dr. Bangura, 
and others. The new application form 
includes essay questions. 

Yet, Caryn and her colleagues 
remain committed to taking students 
whose GPAs are not up to college-admis-
sion standards, citing the “huge potential 
for minds and perspectives to change.”

She explains: “A young person 
whose friends don’t value education or 
have dropped out hears only negative 
talk about school, but there’s a positive 
effect of being around students who 
are still financially poor but have made 
better choices. Plus, education in Sierra 
Leone isn’t free; there, our youth are 
surrounded by teenagers who want to go 
to school but don’t because their parents 
can’t afford it. They come back and start 
taking school more seriously.” 

She cites, for example, one girl who 
was failing with D’s and F’s but started 
getting A’s and B’s within one semester 
after returning from Africa. “She realized 
how much she was given by being born 
here and receiving the Kalamazoo Prom-
ise,” Caryn concludes.

Caryn also says that the youths’ 
experience in Kroo Bay breaks down  

Shari Williams applies a coat of paint to the interior 
walls at the apartment of Cami Sigler, who started the 
Word Made Flesh program in Kroo Bay, Sierra Leone.

This Kroo Bay Pentecostal C.P.R. Church of  
God was one of the 2009 work projects. There, 
Kalamazoo teens painted, repaired windows, 
and dug a trench to carry sewage away from  
the building.
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stereotypes. “Some of the kids have 
grown up with no concept of what it’s like 
to live someplace else. So we go through a 
lot of discussion before and after the trip. 
Things are different in Africa — the way 
they do their laundry or how they view 
time or whatever — but that doesn’t mean 
we’re right and they’re wrong. That’s what 
travel can do for someone.”

In Kroo Bay, the Kalamazoo youth 
pumped their own water, used cold 
well or rain water for showers, and 

carried water in buckets to flush their 
toilets. They lived without fans and air 
conditioners in the sweltering monsoon 
season. They ate African food — mostly 
rice, shawarma, and bread — and every-
one got a stomach sickness at one time 
or another. They saw people go without 
items they would consider “basic” here. 

And that realization helped them 
bond with their newfound African 
friends. “One of the stories that touched a 
lot of our students was that of Alimamy, a 
man of about 20,” Caryn relates. “Alima-
my told us he wanted to go to school but 
couldn’t because his family was poor. 

N JULY 2010, 10 inner-city Kalama-
zoo youths traveled to Sierra Leone, 
Africa, for three weeks. In the slum 

settlement of Kroo Bay, they painted 
the interior of a church, fixed windows, 
and dug a trench to convey sewage; they 
whitewashed a youth center and pre-
pared ground for a play area; and they 
painted the apartment of Cami Sigler, 
the woman who started the Word Made 
Flesh program in Kroo Bay in 2003. 

Here, four of those young people, 
Shannon Blakely, 17, Bria Robinson, 
17, Shari Williams, 16, and Valorian 
Cunningham, 17, tell part of their story 
with background comments from Urban 
Youth for Africa program director Caryn 
Bladt and assistant Jayme Ipema. 

Caryn Bladt: Kroo Bay is located 
right on the Atlantic Ocean. Being at the 
lowest elevation, it’s literally new land 
created by trash, waste water, and sew-
age washed down from the hills and city 
of Freetown above. The poor people live 
in houses they constructed themselves 
out of corrugated metal or whatever. 
The stream is like a public toilet and 
washroom. When it floods, water is up 
to people’s chests in their homes. 

Shannon Blakely: There was pig 
poop, duck poop, mud, pee. A horrible 
smell. 

Bria Robinson: Before I went, I was 

impatient. But when I came back, I was 
more patient. If everything doesn’t pan 
out exactly as I expected, I just roll with 
it. Some people down there lost their fam-
ily to the war. There’s a lot of kids without 
parents. 

Shari Williams: My patience 
changed a lot, too. Everything changed 
because no matter how much you plan 
something out, it might not go that way; 
something would be delayed or some-
thing cancelled.

Caryn: In Africa, they run on a dif-
ferent time. Everything is slow paced.

Bria: There’s not a lot of healthcare 
there. If you have a C-section, the survival 
rate is not very high. When a mother 
finds out she has to get cut open to deliver 
a baby, she will prepare to die to have 
the child. Because of infections. It’s not 
sanitary. There’s no clean water.

Shari: Many of them don’t know 
their birthdays.

Shannon: Or their age.
Caryn: Especially if they lost their 

parents or the family is poor.
Valorian Cunningham: They don’t 

have mirrors. We’re so used to seeing 
ourselves in a mirror. Over there, my 
hair was all matted, my face was dirty. It 
was awkward to not look at myself for a 
couple of days.

Caryn: The kids liked having their 

Urban Youth

Caryn Bladt, the program director for Urban 
Youth for Africa, takes a moment from a work 
project in Kroo Bay to wrap her arm around 
Mohammed, a young African boy.

(Continued on page 44)

Reflections From the Kids

After a long day of humanitarian labor, the teens from Kalamazoo and Kroo Bay often met at night to 
share stories of their lives and ask questions about difference in culture. Shown here are Make and 
Joseph (center) from Sierra Leone with 2010 team members Bria Robinson (left) and Laquaria Ligon 
(right) from Kalamazoo.

Will (pictured right) with 
Sierra Leonean you Alimamy.16



pictures taken. They had never seen 
themselves. When you showed them what 
they look like, they made faces. 

Bria: When we were down there, we 
would take our food to the garbage, and 
some kids would get into fights over a 
little bit of rice or chicken bones or any-
thing. When I see my friends throw food 
away, I say, “Do you know what African 
kids would do for that?”

Shannon: The person I connected 
most with was Mohammad. The weird 
thing is that we couldn’t stand each other 
at first. He started picking on me. I asked 
him why, and he said, “Don’t worry about 
it.” Finally, I forced him to sit down and 
tell me. He told me I was “like most Ameri-
cans, stubborn and greedy.” I think it was 
a stereotypical thing. They have what they 
think about us, and we have what we think 
about them. But after that, we became 
real, real close. He told me his life story. I 
brought crossword puzzle books — every-
body loved those — and we would sit up 
in the middle of the night in our room and 
race for about two hours. The funny part 
was he would say, “I’m going to beat you,” 
but when he was done with one, I would 
be done with five. He knew I was going to 
win, but he said it made him happy to have 
someone to sit and race with him.

Bria: In school, I was an O.K. 
student. I got good grades and didn’t get 
into trouble. But, now, it makes me more 
appreciative to have school because a lot 
of kids there can’t go to school; they can’t 
afford it. It changed my future because 
eventually I want to open my own free 
therapy clinic for kids.

Shari: In school, I was doing bad, 
but I’ve changed that around. Now, I’m 
getting good grades. I just want to keep 
doing better because school is a privilege. 

Valorian: Before I went there, I 
didn’t have terrible grades, but my grades 
weren’t up to my potential. Once I got 
there, it was like I opened my eyes. 
“You’ve got to step it up,” I told myself. We 
told them we had school for free and col-
lege for free. They were in awe, in shock. 
Nothing there comes free. 

Shannon: Before going to Africa, I 

was in the low 2.5 gradewise. Not bad 
but not good. Then, when I got back from 
Africa, my attitude toward school really 
changed. I have a 3.78 now.

Bria: 3.785
Valorian: 3.2
Shari: About 3.8
Shannon: I’m going to go to college 

in Africa, in Freetown. I fell in love with 
the place and didn’t want to leave. I want 
to study international communications 
and international business, and they have 
a good international program there. 

Bria: They don’t know what they’re 
going to eat tomorrow, but they have 
smiles on their faces; it seemed like they 
were the happiest people ever. 

Shannon: It was amazing. The com-
munity there, even if they don’t know you, 
they’re so accepting. Friends are your fam-
ily. It’s so heartwarming, such a good feel-
ing. They have every reason in the world to 

be mad, but they’re so happy and cheerful.
Valorian: It was a great experience 

for us to see and take home and tell our 
parents and friends about. We can show 
other people — like if people see you not 
wasting food, they may stop. You may be 
a leader over time. 

Jayme Ipema: I came back and 
felt like I was changed. I appreciate my 
parents more. They tell their friends, “If 
you want your kid to appreciate you, send 
them to Africa.” 

Josh Russcher (left) and Valorian Cunningham (right) 
pose with Alfred, a young Sierra Leonean boy they 

befriended at St. Edward’s School in Freetown.
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ERMANY IS RICH WITH HISTORICAL LANDMARKS, especially in 
Berlin. The Wall, Reichstag, and Checkpoint Charlie draw visitors, but 
people become the focal point — some of them intentionally. At the 

Brandenburg Gate, for example, people make theatrical appearances costumed 
as uniformed American and Russian soldiers, Berlin Bear stands with a Dough-
boy and a WAC, and a Jedi knight roams about.

These are human props, people with whom tourists pose and pay a euro 
or two for the privilege. A buckskin-clad Indian chief, sporting a full headdress 
and feathered pike, was born in Canada. He works this job six months each 
year. “But not when it’s hot or cold. I had heart surgery,” he explains. He col-
lects 40 or 50 euros in tips per day. 

Inside the Information Centre associated with this memorial, a map of 
Europe identifies 500 concentration camps. The victims were not just Jews, 
nor were Germans the only perpetrators. Displays at Topographie des Terrors 
Museum, another Berlin historical site, reveal that national demoralization 
after the Treaty of Versailles in 1919 caused economic and social collapse, 

and Germany became fertile ground for radical 
counterpoint. The Nazi Party merely satisfied 
the demand of a frustrated population.

The Memorial to the Murdered Jews of 
Europe, located above the subterranean Infor-
mation Centre and built in 2003–04, is a work 
of genius by Peter Eisenman. It consists of 2,711 
coffin-size gray concrete slabs, called stelae. 
Around the perimeter, these are short, and 
people sit on them and relax. 

But walk into this massive memorial, 4.71 
acres in size, and you feel the ground slope 
downward as the stelae, shoulder-width apart and 
arranged in strict ranks and files, grow taller. You 
are in over your head. People cross your path and 
then disappear. You hear voices. In the inhuman 
reality that this interactive memorial symbolizes, 
a fear-ridden nation might wonder: Are they talk-
ing about me? Might they turn me in? 

Traveling by train from Berlin to Hamburg, 
my ticket assigns me next to a young German, 
Karsten Gold, an environmental engineer for a 
major airplane manufacturer. He was a soldier 
in the East German army when the Berlin Wall 
fell in November 1989. “We never thought that 
would happen,” he says. Six months later, Ger-
many reunified, and his tour of duty ended early. 
Karsten invites me to his home in the village of 
Himmelpforten; the name means Heaven’s Gate 
and is a place to which people post letters to 
Santa Claus.

I fulfill the invitation a week later, traveling 
by commuter train from Hamburg an hour into 
German countryside. Karsten’s wife, Hiltrud, 
prepares a delightful, simple meal, and the 
couple asks that I read a bedtime story to their 
three young boys. 

I give them postcards that depict Michigan, 
equating the state’s shape with that of their 
hands. Karsten produces a globe and transforms 
the bedtime story into a geography lesson with 
emphasis on the relative locations of Germany 

Robert Weir (right) enjoys an evening of friendship, including dinner, a world 
geography lesson, and a bedtime story with the Gold family — Karsten, Hiltrud, 
and their three sons — of Himmelpforten, Germany. Karsten was a soldier in the 
former East German army when the Berlin Wall fell. He and Weir met a week 
earlier on a train from Berlin to Hamburg.
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and Michigan. Hiltrud gives me a jar of 
homemade holunderblütengelle, jelly 
made from elderberry flowers that she 
picked. 

In Poppenbüttel, a Hamburg suburb, 
I am the guest of Gisela van Riesen-
beck who I met two months ear-

lier aboard tall ship Royal Clipper (see 
Encore, December 2010). She took an 
interest in my four-month, seven-nation 
journey and offered lodging for a week 
when I had no definite reservations.

In contrast, my earlier notion 
had been to take Eurorail trains out of 
Bulgaria through major European capi-
tals — touristing in daylight and travel-
ing by night — to Gdansk, Poland. From 
there, I had hoped to catch a ship on the 
Baltic Sea to Saint Petersburg, Russia. 
But rail restrictions in Bulgaria dictated 
otherwise and Gisela’s invitation offered 
a desirable alternative, so I flew to Ger-
many instead.

Gisela serves gourmet meals in her 
home and introduces me to friends at two 
dinner parties seasoned with laughter 
and intellectual conversation. We ride the 
Alstershiffahrt, the water taxi on Inner 
Lake Alster. “Hamburg has more canal 
miles than Venice,” she says while dining 
at a stilt-supported, over-a-canal café. 

Hamburg is a mecca for small water-
craft: canoes, kayaks, rowboats, skulls, 
dragon boats, and sailing dinghies. The 
waterway can be so crowded that lessons 
and a license are required. 

Earlier during my two weeks in 
this Bavarian nation, I had gone 
to Kassel, the city where my 

paternal great-grandparents were born 
and where I did ancestral research at the 
stadtarchiv, the city archives. 

During World War II, Kassel was a 
munitions center and, consequently, a 
target of Allied bombing that destroyed 
90 percent of the city between 1942 
and 1945. “That’s why you don’t see any 
older homes,” says, Ursula, a very helpful 
archivist. 

Kassel was also the home of Duke 

Wilhelm I, whose summer home was 
a huge, five-story neo-classic castle, 
Schloss Wilhelmshöhe, built in the late 
1700s. This building, now an art gallery 
and museum, is so broad that I stand 
300 meters from its columned entrance 
to encapsulate it in a wide-angle lens. 
Facing the opposite direction, I use a 
telephoto to discern a copper statue of 
Hercules, 8.25 meters tall, that stands 
atop an octagonal base structure and 
pyramid — total height, 70.5 meters — on 
a hill 1.5 kilometers away. 

This is Bergpark. With an area of 2.4 
square kilometers, it’s Europe’s largest 
hillside park. Begun in 1696, it was not 
completed until the 1850s. The grass 
corridor between the castle and 
statue is the site of wasserkükunste, 
a once-a-month summertime event 
of water artistry that will occur later 
tonight.

The climb to Hercules takes an 
hour with stops for photos, conver-
sations, and a beer and brat. Along the 
way, I drift into lush forests, cross stone 
aqueducts, and pass two ponds, a high-
arched bridge, and a gray stone facade. 
The last 250 meters ascend parallel rock 
staircases on either side of a kaskaden, a 
series of cascading terraces that rises up 
from the upper edge of a third pond.

By dark at 10:00 p.m., the hillside 
is covered with humanity. Some sit on 
benches and chairs at lower elevations. 
Some rest on blankets near the middle 
pond and bridge. And some stand at 
Hercules’ feet. I and an English-speaking 
German couple I met here have chosen 
to be at the upper pond. 

“There, it’s started,” says Oliver, 
the German man, pointing up. The first 
cubic liters of water drop about 10 meters 
in a narrow stream as though being 
poured from an invisible cruet. People 
above descend the steps, racing the flow 
that cascades beside them. Brazen teens 
stand before the accelerating torrent, 
now wider, daring it to wet their feet. 
“They’re the crazy ones,” states Oliver. 

Fifteen minutes later, the water has 
descended to our level, dropping the 

last 10 meters into the upper pond and 
hiding a larger-than-life sculpture of 
Neptune who sits on a clamshell throne 
in an under-the-falls alcove. From there, 
the water goes out of sight, into a subter-
ranean conduit. 

“Let’s go,” says Oliver. “We’ve got 45 
minutes.” Having walked all the way up 
and then down this hill earlier, in after-
noon daylight, I figure we will need all of 
that, especially since we are now among 
thousands of others bent on the same 
purpose: to beat the water to the lower 

The Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe is 
an expansive, interactive site comprised of 2,711 
gray stone “stelae” that are, in length and width, the 
dimensions of a human coffin. Around the Memorial’s 
perimeter where people sit and relax, the “stelae” 
appear benign. But, in the interior, some tower more 
than four meters tall.

Gisela van Riesenbeck, who hosted Robert Weir on his 
travels through Germany, sits at a table aboard a water 
taxi on Inner Lake Alster in Hamburg. The tabletop 
shows a map of the lake and the eight stops it makes to 
board and discharge passengers.
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pond—in the dark.
We stop at the middle pond and 

bridge, where the water has already 
resurfaced again. Then, we stride on, 
purposely picking our steps on a packed 
dirt path. Passing grated manhole covers, 
we hear the water, thundering beneath 
us, surging ever-downward. 

Until it shoots up, that is. “There. 
There. Look,” exclaims Oliver. 

We are still 200 meters above the 
lower pond. Backlit from below, the 
plume rises and crests at 25 meters like 
a shape-shifting specter. At its upward-
thrusting core, compressed droplets 
form a dark gray skeletal spine that 
stands erect and then fragments into a 
twisted torso before falling away in a 
ghost-white diaphanous veil, dropping to 
the pond below. The plume gushes for 20 
minutes, but even in its vanishing mo-
ments, it settles into demise gracefully, 
becoming less tall as the forces that had 
held it erect diminish. 

Gravity, pressure, and gravity are 
the forces at play here. “No manmade 
pumps. No hydro engineering,” Oliver 
confirms. Gravity initiated the hurtling 
stream up the hill where Hercules now 
stands alone. Pressure grew as the water 
channeled into a subterranean tube until 
bursting upward from a jet in the lower 

Weir
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pond. Gravity, again, brought the grace-
ful plume, droplet by droplet, back into 
equilibrium. 

Gravity, meaning a serious subject, 
also sets the tone for conversation as I 
walk back to Kassel with three stu-
dents at Universität Kassel. Phillip and 
Dominique from Germany and Chere 
from South Africa are studying global 
business, global education, and global 
economy, respectively. They plan to 
change the world, creating a platform for 
universal human equity.

Afloat again, this time with truck 
drivers, motorcyclists, businessmen, 
and tourists aboard the cargo and pas-
senger ferry Translübeca out of Lübeck 
on our way to Sankt Petersburg, these 
memories of landmarks, waterways, and 
people flow through my mind. Spec-
tacles, monuments, and memorials are 
merely backdrops for scenes enacted on 
the stage of local and world history. But 
conversations, hospitality, and friend-
ships are the base currency for which a 
wayfaring traveler is most grateful.  

This Indian-chief costume is worn by a German 
who works the plaza on the east side of the 
Brandenburg Gate. He makes about 40 to 50 
euros a day in tips from people who take his 
photo or have their photo taken with him.  
Various other characters are also represented 
and provide a bit of a carnival atmosphere to 
the tourist experience.
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new heights

THANKS TO THE GENEROSITY of people like Dr. Barry Ross, 
Kalamazoo is a special place to be a young musician.

“I wish I had grown up in Kalamazoo. To be a young artist 
in Kalamazoo is incredible; it’s phenomenal,” said Barry, assistant 
conductor of the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, retired KSO 
Concertmaster and Professor Emeritus of Music at Kalamazoo 

College. “These are the 
good old days.”

Due to strong philan-
thropic support and high-
caliber musical offerings, 
young musicians here have 
opportunities for direct 
contact with professional 
musicians that they might 
not have in larger cities like 
Chicago and New York.

For a community of 
Kalamazoo’s size, the pro-
grams are amazing. There is 

the Education for the Arts grants program, the Gilmore Keyboard 
Festival, the Stulberg International String Competition, the 
Kalamazoo Junior Symphony Society, and the KSO’s extensive 
educational outreach, to name a few. 

And for Barry, who teaches, mentors, conducts and works 
with young musicians in a variety of capacities, and whose pres-
ence is well-known and loved on the Kalamazoo music scene, the 
opportunity to work with young people is exciting. The relation-
ship, he said, is entirely reciprocal.

“The young people in this town are just so inspiring,” said 

Barry. “I get energy from them. They are so enthusiastic about music 
and about being involved with the discovery of musical expression.”

For this reason, Barry, in his semi-retirement, has not so much 
discovered a mission as found himself accruing musical oppor-
tunities to work with area youth. In 1990 he founded the KSO’s 
popular Family Discovery Series, which he also conducts and 
which includes a musical club for families who attend the series 
called “Barry’s Buddies.” Each March he conducts the KSO’s an-
nual Youth Concerts, with audiences of over 13,000 students, and 
he holds conducting workshops at area schools before the concerts. 

“When I go around to these schools for the symphony and 
give these workshops, I am amazed at the energy and enthusi-
asm. The questions they ask are just wonderful,” he said. “Chil-
dren love music and they love reacting to music.”

In addition to his KSO duties, Barry keeps busy with various 
projects throughout the year, including conducting the String 
Orchestra of Kalamazoo, an ensemble supported by the Suzuki 
Academy of Kalamazoo that is made up of Suzuki students, par-
ents and community members. “Conducting the String Orchestra 
has been a great opportunity for me to work with talented young 
musicians and hopefully encourage their love for symphonic 
music and their ability to perform in that medium.”

As a Kalamazoo Junior Symphony Society board member, he 
initiated Beethoven Fest, a fundraiser for the junior symphony that 
is comprised of KSO and KJSO members, KJSO alumnae and stu-
dents from Kalamazoo College and Western Michigan University. 

Unbelievably, next year Barry will celebrate 40 years of as-
sociation with the KSO. “I’m the ancient historian,” he said. “It 
went very fast.” 

Area Youth Reap Benefits From
Barry Ross’s Energy

By Theresa Coty O’Neil

Barry Ross

(Continued on page 46)
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TWIA, WODEN, THOR, AND FRIA — Germanic gods of war and 
goddess of fecundity — are long-forgotten in modern Western 
society. Or are they? 

George Hiram Williston, a Yankee Springs-area resident 
and teacher at Martin Middle School and High School, is author 
of the book “This Tribe of Mine,” in which he points out that 
Westerners unknowingly honor these deities weekly — on Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday (Twia’s Day, Woden’s 
Day, Thor’s Day, and Fria’s Day).

Two thousand years ago, according to the writings of 
Roman historian Tacitus, the people living in what is now 
Germany were Angles and Saxons. Sailing on Viking ships with 
prows shaped like sea serpents, they came to rule the British 
Isle after the Romans left there in 410 A.D. Many generations 
later, as the English, their progeny were explorers and settlers 
who colonized the New World. 

But George claims that our American ancestral roots really 
reach back to the ancient European tribes. As to why this link 
is largely unknown, he explains, “The Angles and Saxons didn’t 
have a written language and their vowels were interchangeable. If 
our language today were known as ‘Anglish’ instead of ‘English,’ 
we would make more of a connection with the Germanic Angles.” 

In “This Tribe of Mine,” George, who was born in Seattle in 
1954 and has lived in Michigan since the age of 3, clearly claims 
his relationship to that ancient heritage. “I am an American 
Anglo-Saxon,” he writes. 

The book’s introduction identifies two goals: “The early 
chapters begin with a compassionate look at arstory (our story). 
… The second goal is to transmit hope … that we are part of 
something larger than all this cultural chaos.” 

He notes that stories of ethnocentric conquests 
tout one nation’s superiority over another. “That’s 
because they were written by men who won the wars,” 
he says. “History is ‘his story.’ ”

George identifies crafts-
manship and advanced technol-
ogy as the means through which 
the Angles and Saxons attained 
their conquests. In particular, 
they created iron weapons, iron 
armor, and sleek wooden boats 
held together with iron ties. As 
a cabinetmaker, woodworker, 
and woodshop teacher, he ex-
presses appreciation for manual 
skill and tactile intelligence. Some of his students have earned 
first-place prizes in statewide woodworking competitions. 

 In his book, George describes what he calls “the dark side 
of eminent domain,” but his ultimate message is compassion for 
all people regardless of national origin. He cites Christ and holy 
prophets who, he says, “taught the importance of loving rela-
tionships, sharing, and cooperation.” And he culminates “This 
Tribe of Mine” with his belief, ingrained by his most recent 
ancestors, that is, his parents: “All humans are created equal 
with capacity to develop our hearts and love one another” — all 
days of the week. 

“This Tribe of Mine: A Story of Anglo-Saxon Viking Culture in 
America,” a Nautilus Book Awards Gold Winner in 2009, is avail-
able at Kazoo Books and at www.amazon.com. George Williston is 
available for presentations; visit www.thistribeofmine.com. 

Weekly Reminders
of Germanic Dieties
By Robert M. Weir

Author George Hiram Williston
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ORPORAL ANGUS HETHERINGTON 
of the North West Mounted Police 
felt the hair on the back of his head 
rise as he examined the corpse. It 

was a June day in 1900 and the body had 
lain half-buried on the Alberta prairie 
for some two months. The grinning skull 
with flesh falling off the face offered a 
grisly sight. Two bullet holes in the rear 
of the cranium told the story — murder!

A search of the body revealed no 
identification whatsoever. The only 
possible clue to the victim’s identity 
came in the form of a label on his jacket 
from a Kalamazoo, Mich., clothier. The 
extant sources do not identify which 
it was of the 10 such merchants whose 
stores lined North Burdick and East 
Main at the time, including: D.C. Higley; 
L. Hecht; J. Adrian Knapp; Levi Jacob; 
and Morris Stern. Most likely, it was that 
of flamboyant Sam Folz who, at his big 
triangular building at the corner of Main 
and Portage, was the most successful of 
them all. 

But armed with that slim lead, 
Hetherington launched his investiga-
tion. And anyone who watched “Ser-
geant Preston of the Yukon” on black-

and-white television during the 1950s 
knows full well that a “Mountie always 
gets his man.” Or, as R.G. Macbeth, 
author of a 1921 history of the famous 
force, wrote: “The unbreakable net of 
the famous riders of the plains (was) 
thrown out to show that the whole 
country became a prison for anyone 
who offended against its laws.”

Created in 1873 and modeled after 
the Royal Irish Constabulary, the North 
West Mounted Police operated under 
the motto “Uphold the Right.” Clad in 
traditional red coats, blue breeches, 
Cavalry hats and scarlet tunics, they 
policed the rugged terrain of what was 
then the North West Territories. Re-
cruited in Eastern Canada and originally 
numbering only 200 men ranging over 
a territory nearly as large as the entire 
continental United States, the Mounties 
soon earned a reputation for bringing 
justice to the hitherto lawless American 
whiskey-peddlers who preyed on the 
Canadian Indians. Until it became a 
province in 1905, Alberta remained part 
of the North West Territories. 

Hetherington wrote to the Kal-
amazoo clothier describing the coat in 

hopes that it could be determined who 
had purchased it. That proved a dead 
end, but the inquiry, when passed on 
to the Kalamazoo authorities, revealed 
that a young man named Leon Stainton 
had not been heard from for several 
months. The Mountie contacted the 
19-year-old’s parents, Clifford A. and 
Ann M. Stainton of 408 Fisher Street, 
who replied that their son had left his 
job as a clerk for the allure of the west 
the previous year. The last letter he had 
written to them stated that he was head-
ing in the direction of where the body 
had been found.

Clifford Stainton left his blacksmith 
forge and traveled to Alberta, but be-
cause the body was so decayed, he could 
not positively identify it as his son’s. But 
Hetherington gleaned some additional 
information from him and other sources. 
It seems that at Aspen, Colo., young 
Stainton had met a 28-year-old man 
named Charles Bullock who also hailed 
from the Kalamazoo area. They had be-
come chums and together headed for the 
Battle River region, about 20 miles east 
of Ponoka, with the intention of taking 
up a homestead near where Bullock’s fa-

HETHERINGTON FOUND A WITNESS WHO HAD 
SEEN THE TWO TOGETHER ON THE TRAIL 
HEADING TOWARD THE BULLOCK FARM. 

A turn-of-the-century Mountie questions a witness.
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ther had a farm — and where the mystery 
body was discovered.

With bulldog tenacity, Hether-
ington traced the pair from 
Aspen to Great Falls, Mont., 

where, when they had left, Stainton had 
$220 and Bullock but $42. From there 
he followed their trail to Lethbridge and 
Calgary, Alberta, where they had pur-
chased tickets to Ponoka.

Hetherington found a witness who 
had seen the two together on the trail 
heading toward the Bullock farm. That 
was the last anyone had ever seen Stain-
ton alive.

Bullock arrived at his father’s farm 
alone. He stayed three days, and after 
giving his family $55, he left saying that 
he was going to British Columbia. The 
Mountie searched the elder Bullock’s 
home and discovered an auto-harp that 

belonged to Stainton.
From persistent inquiry at Ponoka, 

the corporal learned that a man fitting 
Bullock’s description had bought a ticket 
for Great Falls — not British Columbia. 
Twice Hetherington journeyed to Great 
Falls, having nothing to identify his man 
with but a blurry Kodak photograph, 
“looking no more like Bullock than it did 
Chief Sitting Bull.” He may have passed 
the suspect on the street a dozen times, 
he realized, and not recognized him.

But additional evidence emerged, 
unearthed through the assistance 
of a Great Falls police officer 

identified only as Chief Cook. It led 
Hetherington to believe Bullock was 
still in the city and working under an 
alias. Stainton had had a collection of 
old pennies, many of them the quarter-
sized copper coins of the early Republic. 
Such a collection had been offered to 
Denny Dulin, a local bar owner. Chief 
Cook traced the collection to a woman 

The 1896 Kalamazoo City Directory shows the last 
official documentation of Leon Stainton, who was 

murdered shortly after it was prepared.
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on the city’s south side who bought it 
for $20 from a man fitting Bullock’s 
description.

The two officers pored over the 
three confiscated letters Bullock had 
written to his father, hoping against 
hope that some additional clue might 
emerge. And then Hetherington spot-
ted it. In all Bullock’s handwriting the 
Capital “S” was executed in a distinctive 
manner: “... the up stroke was straight 
and the down-stroke came nearly to 
the paper and went straight back to the 
point of beginning, finishing with a 
little forward tail.”

“Find that letter ‘S’ and you’ll have 
your man,” thundered Cook.

Hetherington decided to examine 
the payroll registers that employees 
signed for every institution in the city. 
He started with the railroad time books 
of the hundreds of workers busily hand 
grading the “Portage Cutoff.” For two 
days he doggedly examined thousands of 
names on the payrolls of every conceiv-
able business. The morning of the third 
day he told Cook he was going to make 
one last try and if unsuccessful return 
empty handed to Canada.

Arriving at the pay camp of a con-
tractor named Lizee, near the Great Falls 

Iron Works, he began tiredly scanning 
the payroll. Halfway down the second 
page he spied the name J.A. Sperling.

Springing from his chair he dashed 
to the telephone and rang up Cook. 
“Come on quick,” he shouted. “I have 
found the letter ‘S’.” 

The two officers drove a buggy 
down to the lower grading camp and 
had the foreman call for Sperling, who 
was working on the grade dump. After 
transporting him up to the city jail, long 
before Miranda rights came into play, 
Cook announced, “Mr. Sperling, you are 
wanted for a crime committed in Iowa, 
and we have arrested you for a crime 
committed there.”

“I never was in Iowa in my life,” 
replied the suspect to Cook’s ruse, and I 

am only going under the name of Sper-
ling. My name is Charles Bullock.”

Leaping to his feet, Hetherington 
cried, “Then I arrest you for the murder 
of Leon Stainton.”

The Mountie’s eight-month quest 
was over.

All Bullock offered in defense was 
the quiet statement: “Stainton was the 
best friend I had on earth.” Not a muscle 
of his face quivered, and during the time 
he was lodged in the city jail awaiting 
extradition, he expressed not the slight-
est sign of fear, doubt or remorse.

But additional damning evidence 
was soon forthcoming. Cook searched 
his bed at the grading camp and found 
a hammer marked with Stainton’s ini-
tials. A pair of trousers hanging nearby 

Massie

Leon Stainton’s murderer was tracked to Great Falls, Mont.
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yielded a little notebook gold stamped 
“Leon Stainton” on the cover, and a 
fully loaded revolver.

During his week-long trial before 
the crown bench at Regina, Saskatch-
ewan, then the capital of the North West 
Territories, and, incidentally, the head-
quarters of the Mounted Police, Bullock 
offered not a word in his defense. His 
attorney called no witnesses to the stand 
on his behalf, relying only upon the 
doubt that the murdered victim’s body 
was that of Stainton.

The jury returned in one hour’s time 
with the verdict of first-degree murder. 

A white-wigged judge pronounced the 
sentence: “You will be hanged by the 
neck until dead.”

The editor of the Great Falls, Mont., 

Leader ended his article about the trial 
with the quotation: “Murder will always 
out.” But had it not been for the telltale 
letter “S,” it may well not have. 

A troop of “Riders of the Plains” line up at the 
Saskatchewan headquarters.
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Performing Arts
Plays

Fancy Pants’ Director’s Festival — An 
evening of new ten-minute plays directed 
by WMU Advanced Directing students. 
Mar. 12, 8 p.m. Fancy Pants Theatre, 246 
N. Kalamazoo Mall. Contact theater246@
gmail.com.
“Pride and Prejudice” — IgnisArts pres-
ents this witty drama by Christina Calvit. 
Mar. 17–19, 7 p.m. & Mar. 19, 2 p.m. 
Plainwell Community Center, 798 Bridge 
St. Tickets at www.IgnisArts.com.
“Lyle the Crocodile” — Civic Youth The-
atre presents the story of a crocodile found 
in the bathtub and how it comes to be 
loved. Mar. 18 & 25, 7 p.m., Mar. 19 & 26, 
1 & 4 p.m., Mar. 20, 2 p.m., Mar. 22 & 23, 
9:30 a.m. & 12 p.m., Mar. 24, 5 p.m. Parish 
Theatre, 429 S. Park St. 343-1313.
“Five Tellers Dancing in the Rain” — 
Southern sass, tears and charm engage as 
five bank tellers speak their hearts in this 
comedy. Mar. 25, 26, Apr. 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 

22, 23, 8:30 p.m. New Vic 
Theatre, 134 E. Vine St. 
381-3328.

Musicals & Opera

“Eileen Ivers — Beyond 
the Bog Road” — An 
all-star cast of Irish musi-

cians, singers and cloggers who celebrate 
the influence of the Irish on America. Mar. 
13, 8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 
387-2300.
“Rent” — A rock opera that tells the tale 
of young artists living with the reality of 
AIDS, homelessness and drug addiction. 
Mar. 17–19, 24–26. 8 p.m., Mar. 27, 2 p.m. 
Shaw Theatre, WMU. 387-6222.
“A Catered Affair” — This musical is 
about parents trying to give their daughter 
the fancy wedding they never had. Mar. 25, 
26, 31, Apr. 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 8 p.m., Mar. 
27 & Apr. 3, 2 p.m. Farmers Alley Theatre, 
221 Farmers Alley. 343-2727.

“Albert Herring” — WMU’s School of Mu-
sic presents Benjamin Britten’s opera. Mar. 
26, 8 p.m., Mar. 27, 2 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.

Symphony

University Symphony Orchestra — 
WMU’s orchestra will present a “Pops 
Concert.” Mar. 20, 3 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.
“Ellis Island” — This KSO concert will 
feature music by American compos-
ers including a reprise of the theatrical 
presentation of “Ellis Island: The Dream 
of America” directed by D. Terry Williams. 
Mar. 25, 8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 
349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

“Spring Evening” — An intimate evening 
with the KSO’s Burdick-Thorne String 
Quartet and other KSO musicians. Mar. 
11, 8 p.m. Cityscape Event Center, 125 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall. 349-7759.
Cleveland Jazz All-Stars — A world-class 
jazz ensemble of musicians raised in Cleve-
land, this group is truly made up of all 
stars including Tom Knific of WMU. Mar. 
11, 8:15 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 387-2300.
Western Invitational Jazz Festival — An 
annual festival where high school jazz 
bands and combos perform for WMU jazz 
faculty members and a guest artist. Open 
to the public. Mar. 12, 7:30 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.
Bullock Series — A series of concerts 
performed by guests of the WMU School 
of Music. The Western Wind Quintet will 
perform. Mar. 13, 3 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.
University Percussion Ensemble — The 
WMU group will perform a free concert 
under the direction of Judy Moonert. Mar. 
28, 8:15 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 387-4667.

Vocal & Radio

Southwestern Michigan Vocal Festival 
— A concert featuring the high school 
Festival Chorus, Honors Choir and the 
University Chorale. Mar. 17, 7 p.m. Miller 
auditorium, WMU. 387-4667.
3 Redneck Tenors — The story of three 
yokels from Paris, Texas who have big op-
eratic voices that propel them all the way 
to Carnegie Hall. Mar. 26, 8 p.m. Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.
All Ears Theatre — Live radio perfor-
mances for later airing on 102.1 WMUK-
FM. “Jane Eyre,” Mar. 19. First Baptist 
Church, 315 W. Michigan Ave. 6 p.m. Free.
Guest Jazz Artist — Jazz vocal group Vox 
Audio, featuring WMU alumna Michelle 
Mailhot, will perform. Mar. 18, 8 p.m. Dal-
ton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.
Gold Company Invitational Vocal Jazz 
Festival — High school and college vocal 
jazz groups join Gold Company for a day 
of music and fun. Mar. 19, 8 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall. 387-4689.
Early Music Michigan — This vocal 
group will perform the Vespers of Char-
pentier. Mar. 26, 8 p.m. First Congrega-
tional Church, 129 S. Park St. 387-2300.
Collegium Musicum — This WMU early 
music group will perform a free concert. 
Mar. 29, 8:15 p.m. Dalton Center Recital 
Hall, WMU. 387-4667.

Visual Arts

WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455

Heroes Like Us? — An exhibition featur-
ing the works of Dulce Pinzon, Jerry 
Kearns and Mark Newport. Albertine 
Monroe-Brown Gallery. Through Mar. 25.
Contemporary Prints from the UAC — 
Selections from the Print Collection that 
use repetition as a significant visual ele-
ment. Netzorg & Kerr Gallery. Through 
April 21.

Think of all the 
beauty that’s still 
left in and around 

you, and be happy.
 

Anne Frank
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DeVries Student Art Gallery — Exhibi-
tions scheduled are: Melissa Kijek, BFA 
Ceramics and Karleen Kelley, BFA Metals/
Jewelry, Mar. 14–18; BFA Graphic Design 
Students, Mar. 21–Apr. 8.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775

Familiar Surroundings — An exhibition 
of works by American artists that devel-
oped personal styles rooted in their local 
environment. Included are works by John 
Marin, Martin Lewis, and Reginald Marsh. 
Through April 10.
The Wyeths: America’s Artists — An 
exhibition of works by three generations of 
the Wyeth family — N.C. Wyeth, Andrew 
Wyeth, Andrew’s sisters, Henriette Wyeth 
Hurd and Carolyn Wyeth, and Andrew’s 
son Jamie Wyeth. Through April 17.
Ukiyo-e Redux: Contemporary Japanese 
Prints — An exhibition of color wood-
block prints of the 20th century. Through 
April 24.
Art & All That Jazz — Music, art and 
fun and the galleries will be open. Musical 
guest: Embarr. Mar. 11, 5:30–7:30 p.m.
ARTbreak — Enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics. 
Christina’s World, Mar. 15; The Helga Pic-
tures, Mar. 22; Sally Mann: What Remains, 
part 1 & 2, Mar. 29. Bring a lunch to these 
12:15 p.m. sessions.
Wyeths & Wine — Tour the exhibition 
and enjoy a selection of wine supplied by 
the Wine Loft. Mar. 18, 6–8 p.m. Tickets at 
the KIA.

Miscellaneous

Midtown Gallery — Featured artists in-
clude Norma Glasser Penchansky, Bronze 
work/Drawings; Elizabeth King, Mixed 
Media; Julie Devers, Ceramics; Vicki 
Cook, Jewelry. 356 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 
372-0134.
Art Hop — View the works of local art-
ists. Local venues/galleries in downtown 
Kalamazoo. Mar. 4 & Apr. 1, 5 p.m. 
342-5059.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809

Meet Tracy Kidder — Meet the author of 
the Reading Together selection, “Strength 
in What Remains.” He will talk about his 
work and sign books after the event. Mar. 
10, 7–9 p.m. Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. 
Westnedge Ave.
History of Burundi and Rwanda — A 
Reading Together event, Professor Joseph 
Bangura will discuss the history of the re-
gion and present a geopolitical overview. 
Mar. 14, 7–8:30 p.m. Central Library.
Film Screening — See the documentary 
“Power of Forgiveness” produced for the 
Fetzer Institute’s Campaign for Love & 
Forgiveness followed by discussion. A 
Reading Together event. Mar. 15, 12:30–
2:30 p.m. Oshtemo branch.
Multimedia Showcase — Inspired by 
“Strength in What Remains,” Education 
for the Arts students in Design for Digital 
Media and Advanced Multimedia classes 
will present their animation, graphic de-
sign and video creations.Mar. 23, 7–8:30 
p.m. Central Library.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Irish Cuisine Using Local Foods — 
Food Dance executive chef Robb Ham-
mond will demonstrate how to make Irish 
dishes utilizing local foods. Mar. 14, 2 & 
4:30 p.m. Register at 329-4542 ext. 600. 
Event takes place at Food Dance, 401 E. 
Michigan Ave.
Combat Veterans Writing Group — A 
series of six evenings of writing short 
narratives about military service during 
wartime. No writing experience neces-
sary. The final two meetings are Mar. 14 
& 28. 6:30–8 p.m.
Open for Discussion — Join a group dis-
cussion of the Reading Together selection, 
“Strength in What Remains” by Tracy 
Kidder, Mar. 15, 10:30 a.m.

(Continued on page 30)

Remember the scratchy sound of Edison 
reciting “Mary had a little lamb” as his 
invention, the phonograph, played back 
his voice. We all think of that as the first 
recorded sound, but that is not a true 
fact. A French printer named Edouard-
León Scott de Martinville (1817–1879) 
was interested in finding an improved 
form of stenography. In 1857, a full 20 
years before Edison, Scott invented a 
machine called the phonautograph that 
made a visual image of collected sounds 
on a cylinder covered in lampblack. 
When an 1860 phonautogram from 

this machine was discovered in 2008, 
scientists at the Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory in California were 
able to convert the squiggles on the 
cylinder into sounds, and a recording of 
“Au Clair de la Lune” was played back. 
This became the earliest known record-
ing of a human voice and music. Sorry 
Mr. Edison, this is one “first” you can no 
longer claim.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214
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So how’s that
“sandwich thing”

working out for you?
Trying to balance work, family, and
the care of an aging loved one can
leave you tired, stressed, and pulled

in too many directions.

Bring your loved one to
Adult Day Services at Oakland Centre.
Let us provide the professional care and
loving companionship that can help you
meet the demands of your busy life.

(269)373-3200

2255 W. Centre Avenue at Oakland Drive, Portage
www.oaklandcentre.org

Help is only a call away.

372-3400 www.devisserlandscape.com

Three Generations Serving Kalamazoo

Fundamentals of Starting a Business — 
A seminar offered through the Michigan 
Small Business & Technology Develop-
ment Center. Mar. 22, 6–8 p.m.

Miscellaneous

Poets in Print — The Kalamazoo Book 
Arts Center presents this series of poetry 
readings at which limited-edition broad-
sides made by KBAC in collaboration 
with the poets will be available. Hadara 
Bar-Nadav & L.S. Klatt, Mar. 12, 7 p.m. 
KBAC, 326 W. Kalamazoo Ave., Ste. 103A.
Gwen Frostic Reading Series — Re-
nowned writers read from their works. 
Nancy Eimers, local poet and author of 
four books of poetry, Mar. 15; Richard 
Katrovas, author, poet, editor and scholar, 
Mar. 31. Readings at 8 p.m. Bernhard 
Center, WMU, Room 105-107.

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990

Michigan Eats: Regional Culture 
Through Food — Michigan Foodways de-
scribes the diverse food traditions found 
around the state with interpretive panels, 
objects and sound clips. Through April 10.
Playing with Time — This exhibit takes 
visitors on a journey to the unseen world 
of natural change and shows events that 
happen too fast or too slow for humans to 
perceive. Through May 30.
Music at the Museum — Presenting great 
music the way it should be — eclectic and 
performed live in a fine acoustic listening 
room. No Strings Attached, Mar. 11, 
7:30 p.m.
Planetarium Programs — The DigiStar 
planetarium presents various programs. 
“Wonders of the Universe,” Mon., Wed., 
Fri., Sat., Sun. at 3 p.m.; “In My Back-
yard,” weekdays, 11 a.m., Sat., 1 p.m., 
Sun., 2 p.m.; “Winter Nights,” Tues. 
& Thur., 3 p.m., Sat., 2 p.m. Programs 
change after March 17.

(Continued from page 29)
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Fretboard Festival — The 6th An-
nual Fretboard Festival brings together 
luthiers, musicians and music lovers 
for three days of learning and celebra-
tion. Kick off concert, Papa’s Front Porch 
Blues Band, Mar. 25, 7:30 p.m., Festival 
activities and concerts, Mar. 26, 11 a.m.–6 
p.m., Mar. 27, 1–4 p.m. Full schedule and 
details at www.kalamazoomuseum.org.

Air Zoo
382-6555

Super Science Saturday — “Space Math” 
is the topic for the day with special presen-
tations at 11 a.m., 1 & 3 p.m. Mar. 26.

Nature

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-9211

Warbler Identification — Roger Eriksson 
will speak on the topic “Getting It Right 
with Warbler Identification,” Mar. 28, 7:30 
p.m. People’s Church, 1758 N. 10th St.

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Maple Sugar Festival — Celebrate the 
46th annual festival with games, treats, 
hiking, live animal demos and watch and 
learn as maple syrup is made in the sugar-
ing shack. Mar. 12 & 13, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Creature Feature — Informal LIVE 
animal presentation with staff and animal 
care volunteers who will be ready to an-
swer your questions. Mar. 19, 12–1 p.m.
Maple Sugar Tours — Learn all about 
maple sugar and syrup with a short video 
and a hike to the sugaring shack. Mar. 20 
& 27, 1–2 p.m. & 3–4 p.m.
Boomers and Beyond — This indoor/out-
door interactive program for adults over 
50 will teach about Great Lakes geology. 
Bring a lunch and enjoy some treats to fin-
ish the program. Mar. 29, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.
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INCE GALLANT HAS LONG known that swimming can 
benefit people in other ways besides physical fitness. Great 
Lakes Aquatics has always made sure that anyone who want-

ed to participate could, regardless of their financial situation, and 
a year and a half ago the organization began a concerted effort to 
give more local kids the opportunity to learn to swim through its 
Swim for Success program.

Swim for Success, which is headed up by GLA’s assistant 
coach, Mark Mattox, uses grant funding to recruit kids from 
third through fifth grades and give them scholarships to par-
ticipate in the organization’s ongoing learn-to-swim program. 
Outreach has always been part of this program, but, Vince said, 
“The big push started in January (2010),” following a pilot with 
Milwood Elementary the previous September.

Because GLA was using Kalamazoo College’s pool for les-
sons, when the outreach began in earnest, they targeted nearby 
Woodward and Lincoln elementary schools. Difficulties with 
transportation, along with the time commitment and juggling 
family schedules, are the main barriers to participation. 

Mark said the program caught on very fast with very little 
promotion. “What is really surprising to me is that we never 
really sold the program or actively recruited,” and yet, “We were 
overloaded the first day we started.” Between 70 and 90 students 

participated during the 2009–10 school year.
The program continued over the summer at the City of Ka-

lamazoo’s Kik Pool, and nearby Edison and Washington schools 
were invited to participate, too. For the current school year, the 
program is only being offered at Milwood Elementary where 
Vince teaches, and El Sol Elementary. “We have limited fund-
ing right now,” Vince said. Interest from those two schools has 
been so high that they haven’t been able to offer the program to 
other schools, although there are some Woodward and Lincoln 
students who are carry-overs from last year.

“GLA has always had the philosophy that anyone should be 
given the opportunity to swim if they want to, and if they have 
interest,” Mark said. He speaks from experience, because when 
he was in high school he taught swimming lessons in order to 
pay his own tuition. 

“We’ve never turned anyone away for lack of funds,” Vince 
said. A serious search for grant funding didn’t begin until about 
a year and a half ago, when Mark, a Kalamazoo College gradu-
ate who also coaches the Kalamazoo Central boys swim team, 
returned to Kalamazoo after spending four and a half years work-
ing in South Korea. “He’s had the time and the energy to focus on 
grant-writing,” Vince said. 

Mark says they were aided in this effort by a master 

STUDENTS SWIM TO SUCCESS IN LIFE
 “… swimming not only is beneficial physically … but also emotionally and academically as well.”

By Kit Almy

In the Swim for Success program, small groups of students at the same level work with a single coach. Coach Vince Gallant talks to a group of swimmers.
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swimmer who had a lot of experience 
working with nonprofit organizations 
and writing grants. She was able to 
teach them about the grant-writing 
process and get them started. To date, 
Swim for Success has received about 
$18,000 from sources such as the USA 
Swimming Foundation, the Fetzer 
Foundation, and Michigan Swimming 
(a subsidiary of USA Swimming). GLA 
has also been accepted to the Recover 
Michigan program, a federally-funded 
capacity-building initiative for nonprofit 
organizations, which, rather than providing monetary awards, 
assists with training and consulting on various aspects of 
organizational management.

The purpose of Swim for Success is to build new skills, 
starting with basic water safety for kids who’ve never 
swum before, as well as to improve kids’ fitness levels, 

and, indirectly, to improve their academic performance. 
“We have a firm belief that swimming not only is beneficial 

physically — helping in regards to cardiovascular fitness and those 
types of things — but also emotionally and academically as well. 
There have been lots of studies done showing a correlation between 
improvements in physical fitness and improvements in academic 
performance,” Mark said.

The unique requirements of swimming, including a large 
time commitment and self-driven focus, are what make it so 
helpful in the development of other skills. “The amount of 
mental energy that has to be dedicated to the sport itself to 
really do the things that are required to gain improvements in 
swimming — we really feel that that’s the most beneficial thing,” 
Mark said.

“It’s become clear to us that dedicated and consistent partici-

pation in a swimming program … does more for kids in terms 
of helping them to better their time management skills, their 
organizational skills (than other sports do),” he added.

Kids are required to attend swimming lessons for three 
evenings a week for an initial 12 weeks. Participants must submit 
copies of their report cards, and the coaches keep track of their 
academic progress, maintaining contact with school principals to 
get standardized test scores. Mark said they also make sure kids 
are keeping up with their homework, and as part of the effort to 
make participation as easy as possible, he says, “We offer tutoring 
or homework help before practice.” 

The swimming lessons are based on the 10-level Swim 
America program developed by the American Swim Coaches Asso-
ciation. These levels range from “bubbles,” floating, and kicking to 
learning individual strokes, on up to executing technical turns and 
being able to combine strokes and swim longer distances.

Vince said their strategy is “divide and conquer, make 
sure there are enough coaches in the water.” Lessons consist of 
several small groups of students who are at the same skill level, 
each working with its own coach (several of whom are Kalama-
zoo College students). Because beginning students practice side 
by side with more advanced swimmers, “They can see what they 
could aspire to,” he says.

At a practice last summer at Kik Pool, Mark pointed out a 
group of swimmers who had been in the program for six to seven 
months, several of whom started out not knowing how to swim 
at all. They were now among the highest-level swimmers in the 
program, he said, and “All of them were able to participate in 
a USA Swimming-sanctioned swimming meet that we hosted 
earlier this summer. … They were able to compete in a number of 
different events. That’s a testament to the amount of progress that 
they’ve made.”

Vince is proud of what Great Lakes Aquatics has accom-
plished over the years and impressed with the dedication of 
the people involved. Observing two coaches giving lessons, he 
said, “Both Mark and Kendall grew up on this team. They were 
here from the beginning of it; then they went off on their ways 
in college and then came back. So it’s real satisfying to see that, 
and the shape that it is in right now.” 
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Swim for Success Assistant Coach Mark Mattox teaches students various 
techniques during summer lessons at Kik Pool.
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During the school year, Swim for Success lessons are held at the Kalamazoo College pool. 

33W W W . E N C O R E K A L A M A Z O O . C O M



INCE GALLANT HAS FOUND 
pursuing a variety of interests 

makes for a richer life. He is an 
avid gardener, a musician, and more, but 
coaching swimming is where he’s made 
the biggest splash. For over 15 years he 
has been the head of Great Lakes Aquat-
ics, an organization he founded to offer 
more swimming opportunities in Kal-
amazoo. He is a public schools educator 
as well, and he believes that learning to 
swim and swimming regularly can im-
prove students’ academic performance.

Vince grew up in the Detroit area and 
swam competitively in high school. “I got 
to be pretty good in high school — but not 

great — and then I went to U. of M. for a 
couple of years and did some side swim-
ming. When I came back to Detroit after 
two years, I started coaching while I was 
going to Wayne State,” he says. 

Vince continued to coach at various 
clubs and high schools around Detroit 
for 12 years. Eventually he realized he 
wanted to do more. “Since I’d been coach-
ing all that time, I figured I’d better get a 
teaching certificate to go with it,” he says. 

When he was certified, however, 
there were no jobs in Detroit, and in 1990 
he was hired as a coach by the Kalamazoo 
YMCA. “I coached at the Y until April 
1994 when they decided they didn’t want 

to continue a competitive swimming pro-
gram, and that’s when I decided to form 
Great Lakes Aquatics,” he says.

Great Lakes Aquatics (GLA) started 
out as a racing team, but it soon began to 
offer swimming programs to people of all 
ages and abilities. Participants in GLA’s 
various programs range in age from 4 to 
84, and it offers whatever people want to 
get out of it, Vince says. This can range 
from simply learning how to swim to 
achieving the pinnacle of success in the 
sport. Members of the racing team have 
participated in national and international 
competitions, including Olympic trials.

Vince places a premium on water 
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safety and fitness. Early on, he saw a need 
to get more area children involved in 
learning to swim, so in 1995 he began a 
swimming-lessons program at Kalamazoo 
College’s swimming pool. The following 
year, he says, “We started making sure 
we were doing a lot of outreach.” GLA 

actively sought out students who could 
benefit from lessons and moved the pro-
gram to the Loy Norrix High School pool. 
That outreach effort has continued since 
then and has evolved into today’s Swim 
for Success program (see side bar).

While working at the YMCA, Vince 

began subsitute teaching in the Kalama-
zoo area, and in 1992 he was hired by 
Kalamazoo Public Schools. He taught at 
Lincoln Elementary, Maple Street Middle 
School, and Milwood Elementary, where 
he currently teaches fourth grade.

While teaching at Lincoln Elementary, 

After learning to play the mandolin several years ago, Vince (third from right in back row) joined the Kalamazoo Mandolin & Guitar Orchestra. 

1029 Portage Street   |   Kalamazoo, MI   |   269.345.3561

miller-davis.com
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Gallant 

Vince was working towards a Master of 
Education degree at Wayne State. For his 
thesis he studied the impact of swimming 
programs on urban youth, using Lincoln 
students in the study. 

“I took 25 at-risk kids and took them 
swimming for the first hour, four morn-
ings a week for a 16-week period,” Vince 
says. He kept track of the students’ school 
records over the next several years. “I found 
out that of those 25 kids, being at risk ei-
ther for behavior or academic performance, 
by the time they got to middle school, 20 of 
those kids were on the honor roll.”

He conducted a similar experiment 
at Maple Street Middle School, taking 25 
seventh and eighth graders across the 
street to the YMCA pool three mornings 

a week. “What we measured there were 
their reading scores on a standardized test 
… We found that there was a significant 
increase, that they improved their reading 
levels an average rate of twice as much as 
kids who were not in the program,” he 
says. “I think what it showed is that if you 
can provide other opportunities to gain 
lifelong skills and integrate them into the 
school day, you can improve a student’s 
attitude toward school.”

With that idea in mind, Vince 
recently began introducing 
his students to another of 

his interests — gardening. For the third 
year in a row, his fourth-grade class 
is maintaining a garden, which is tied 
into science lessons. “There’s another 
good, lifelong experience that kids need 
exposure to, and it’s gaining popularity,” 
he says. 

Last year, his students grew plants 
from seed, primarily tomatoes, and also 
some peppers and lettuce. The lettuce was 
served in the school cafeteria, and at the 
end of the summer, the kids came back to 
harvest the tomatoes and take them home. 

“Having a lot of fresh veggies out of 
the yard is nice to do if you have time,” 
Vince says. He and his partner, Susan 
Fisk, do a lot of gardening at home, al-
though last summer, as Vince puts it, they 
“went a little bit farther.” 

“Susan broke her leg in February, so 
while she was sitting around she decided 
to plant a lot of seeds, so we ended up 
with 500 tomato seedlings and a couple 
hundred pepper seedlings, aside from the 
other things,” he says. Fortunately they 
have a double lot, so they rented a sod 
cutter to expand the garden and planted 
180 tomato plants. 

Working on houses is yet another of 
Vince’s hobbies. In addition to renovating 
his own house, he has rehabilitated eight 
old houses in Kalamazoo, including three 
built before the turn of the last century: 
in 1855, 1860, and 1880. He bought them 
with the intent to “flip” them, but he got 
caught in the market downturn. He seems 
philosophical about this — the work has 
other benefits. “It’s good to see houses 
come back to life,” he says. 

Vince obviously keeps busy and 
likes to stay physically active. However, 
now that he coaches, he doesn’t swim 

(Below Left) Vince’s Milwood Elementary students begin to prepare the soil for their classroom  
garden and put in the first plants. (Below Right) Vince Gallant spends many free hours refurbishing  
old homes for resale.

Another of Vince Gallant’s interests is photography. He photographed this kayaker on the Betsie River, 
near Frankfort where his father and some friends have homes.

4341 S. Westnedge Ave., Suite 1205  
  Kalamazoo MI 49008  

 (269) 343-9700

 Small Business Accounting & Taxes
    Personal Income Tax Services

          QuickBooks Pro Advisors
              New Business Set-up

With 60 years of combined experience.Character Counts!

P
Ralph Meyer, CPA - Mindy Allwardt, CPA
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Cloud Forest

The Inca train asks us to rate 

the “gentleness” of their personnel

as we sway beside the roaring river 

and I am enchanted by the way 

words tumble on my tongue: Urubamba,         

Ollantaytambo, Machu Picchu. 

And this afternoon, Roberto will hike us up 

the Incan ruins clinging to the mountain

dodging umbrellas and a woman talking 

on her cell phone; up, past the condor temple 

where a tall Japanese man in a white kimono 

will climb his group to the highest sacred altar

to conjure energy from the earth’s center, 

and I will watch and never see 

a blue-crowned motmot’s long sapphire tail 

or green trainbearers weave in and out 

like bees. I’ll never hear the hooded siskin or

lyre-tailed nightjar along the river, far below. 

I won’t feel the Inca, who left here long ago. 

On the terraces llama will chew grass and stare 

and I will wonder what I am doing there, 

in the rain, breathless in the gauzy air.

 Marion Boyer

Marion Boyer is an emeritus professor for Kalamazoo Valley Community College.  
This poem was written after Marion and her husband returned from their recent trip 
to Peru and Ecuador.  Marion has published two poetry collections: “Green” and 
“The Clock of the Long Now.”

much, except during the summer in 
Lake Michigan, usually while visiting his 
father or friends in northern Michigan. 
He also enjoys bicycling and cross-
country skiing. And, he says, “While I 
was working on houses, that was plenty 
enough exercise.”

Of course, everyone needs to rest at 
some point, and Vince also enjoys some 
less strenuous, more artistic pursuits, 
including amateur photography. 

Somewhat recently, he began to 
pursue another lifelong passion more seri-
ously — music. Vince had played “camp-
fire guitar” for many years, and about 
eight years ago he decided to take up the 
mandolin, taking lessons from Kalama-
zoo folk musician Joel Mabus. 

A couple of years later, he joined 
the Kalamazoo Mandolin and Guitar 
Orchestra, a group of about 20 musicians 
directed by Miles Kusik. “I used to teach 
and coach 14-hour days regularly for 
about 20 years, and I was getting a little 
tired, so getting involved in the orches-
tra was a means of setting time aside for 
something different,” he says. 

Being in an orchestra was a new 
experience for Vince, and it’s been great, 
he says. The orchestra has had the op-
portunity to work with Italian mandolin 
virtuoso Carlo Aonzo and has premiered 
pieces composed specifically for the or-
chestra by local composer Elizabeth Start. 
He had never had any formal training in 
music, so sight-reading the new pieces 
was a good challenge.

He enjoys being a part of the or-
chestra, which rehearses weekly at the 
Crescendo Academy of Music. “It’s a good 
exercise, and it’s a nice group of people,” he 
says. The orchestra typically gives several 
concerts a year between September and 
May. It is next scheduled to perform March 
27, at the Kalamazoo Fretboard Festival at 
the Kalamazoo Valley Museum.

Vince feels lucky to have been able to 
pursue so many different activities. “I’ve 
always enjoyed gardening and music and 
swimming, and I guess circumstances 
allowed me to focus attention on each of 
those areas,” he says. 

Heilman’s
NUTS & CONFECTIONS
kind of nutty, but in a good way!
1804 South Westnedge Ave  269-383-1188  www.nuts2you.com

NU
kind 
1804 South
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EITH HALL was destined to 
drum. The Battle Creek native, 
39, tours the globe playing 

concerts, records on major labels, played 
in Broadway’s “Lion King” for three 
years, teaches jazz drumming at Western 
Michigan University, is at work on his 
second book, and performs with the 
greats of the jazz world. But he traces his 
career to his first drum instructor, Barb 
Neller of Battle Creek.

Neller, now 81, retired from teach-
ing drums after she’d done it for 50 
years, but she’s still an active drummer, 
playing regularly with the New Superior 
Dixieland Band at Bayview Gardens in 
Richland. Neller reminisces about Keith 
Hall with both affection and pride.

Neller says she started Hall’s lessons 
when he was in fourth grade, a year ear-
lier than her drumming students usually 
started. She says she warned him that 
he’d be bored by fifth grade band if he 

started too early, but, she says, “You just 
couldn’t stop him.” 

Hall “loved his drums from Day 
One,” says Neller. “He was probably the 
best student I ever had, and he was the 
most aggressive learner.” In the years 
she taught him, Hall went through every 
instructional book Neller used. “I had to 
start getting new books that would chal-
lenge him.” 

Neller is proud that she conspired 
with Hall’s parents to provide him with 
his first drum set. When Hall was in 
junior high school, Neller remembers, “I 
had some old drums around and his par-
ents and I set up a drum set in his room. 
It was used, but he didn’t care.”

When Hall got to high school, Neller 
says, “He was starting to outperform 
me,” so his musical education trans-
ferred to Mark Guthrie, who played with 
the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra.

Through the years, Hall has kept 

Neller involved with his musical career, 
letting her know when and where he 
performs. “He called me from the streets 
of New York City when he was playing 
for ‘Lion King,’” she says.

“Every teacher has one student who 
stands out as the student of a lifetime,” 
says Barb Neller, “and Keith was mine.”

Hall speaks fondly of his parents, 
Gary and Carol Hall. “They have been 
so supportive my entire life. They have 
paid for private lessons, bought me drum 
equipment, and driven me all over the 
place to different performances. They 
still come hear me play whenever I am in 
the area. They have been a wonderful ex-
ample of loving parents. I am so blessed.”

After graduating from Pennfield 
High School in Battle Creek, Keith Hall 
came to Western Michigan University 
to study music. At WMU, Hall says he 
had some amazing instructors, including 
Tom Knific, Trent Kynaston and Steve 
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Zegree, but the one he calls his mentor, 
his musical father, the man who flipped 
his musical switch, is drumming legend 
Billy Hart.

Billy Hart, however, is not so sure 
about that. “Keith,” Hart says, “is an ex-
traordinary human being, physically and 
spiritually. He was going to be success-
ful, no matter what, and I just happened 
to be standing there.”

Hart, an adjunct professor in 
WMU’s music department, also teaches 
regularly at Oberlin Conservatory of 
Music and the New England Conserva-
tory of Music. He’s known worldwide 
as one of the best jazz drummers of all 
time. And he has great admiration for 
his student, Keith Hall. What impressed 
him the most about Hall as a student in 
the 1990s, Hart recalls, was his percep-
tiveness. “He could find the meaning in 
whatever my intention was. He has the 
ability to go below the surface.”

Most people, says Hart, need more 
experience to attain what Hall already 
had as a college student. “He didn’t have 
to spend a lot of time figuring out what 
it was I was trying to teach. He could see 
the validity in what I gave him.” It went 
beyond Hall’s musicality, says Hart. “He 
didn’t just play the drum beat. He under-
stood the texture, the emotion.”

Further, says Hart, “He knows that 
what he does causes joy. How do you 
teach a student that?” (Hall concurs: “I 
play with a lot of joy. People are always 
telling me, ‘You look like you’re having 
such a great time.’ ”)

Like Barb Neller, Billy Hart con-
tinues to keep in touch with Hall and 
makes a point of seeing him whenever 
their paths cross.

Keith Hall, for his part, considers 
Billy Hart a “super incredible human be-
ing,” and says that he learned two huge 
lessons from the older man: One, Hart 

finds something positive in everything, 
says Hall. “Even in horrible music, he’ll 
find one good thing and point it out and 
tell you to investigate that.” And two, 
Hart is a lifelong student, says Hall. He 
says Hart just turned 70 but continues to 
learn from everything and everybody. “I 
try to pass these lessons on to my own 
students,” says Hall.

While Hall was studying jazz 
with Billy Hart at WMU, he 
was simultaneously learning 

other lessons about life, including love. A 
young lady named Tamera (Tam) Haroff, 
also from Battle Creek — she and Hall 
had worked in the same grocery store 
while they were in high school — became 
very important to him: “We connected 
on August 5, 1990,” Hall smiles. A month 
after he graduated from WMU with a 
degree in jazz studies in 1994, Hall and 
Tam were married. Two years later, they

Keith Hall says his frequent trips abroad, including this one where he’s performing in Germany with singer Curtis Stigers, are “really great gigs.”
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followed his dream (“Tam never would 
have dreamed of moving to New York,” 
he says) and moved to New York City.

When they moved, Keith and Tam 
had a grand total of $400 in their bank 
account. “We were foolish to think that 
would keep us going,” he says. “It cost 
that much to park the van for a month 
while we searched for an apartment.”

They did find an apartment eventu-
ally, and Tam got a job as a legal as-
sistant. Hall got to know — and to be 
known by — the music community. “The 
first year,” he says, “you play for tips and 
a lot of $50 gigs. You play for nothing.”

The important thing is to keep play-
ing, he says. “You never know who you’re 
going to hear and who’s going to hear you.”

Hall’s earliest gigs in New York 
were bad ones, playing, for example, 
from 1 a.m. until 4 a.m. in a bad bar, 
for tips only, and losing money because 
the bridge tolls cost more than the tips 
brought in. But the music was great.

Today Hall contrasts those early bad 
gigs to more recent “really great gigs,” 
such as playing for the German Echo 
awards (Germany’s counterpart of the 
Grammy) when his long-time musical 
friend, Curtis Stigers, won that award 
in 2010, or opening for George Benson 
in 2007 to a sold-out house in London’s 
Royal Albert Hall.

During their New York years, Hall 
and Tam first lived in Brooklyn, and  
then eventually moved to Teaneck, N.J. 
(it was faster to get to his City gigs from 
New Jersey than from Brooklyn, Hall 

remembers), and daughter number one, 
Grace, was born.

In addition to playing in swing 
bands and at assorted private functions 
and trying to work his way up the jazz 
ladder, Hall spent his early years in New 
York playing as an accompanist for dance 
classes, plus practicing and playing ses-
sions in people’s apartments.

It took awhile to get it all together, 
remembers Hall. But then someone 
would hear him play and make a phone 
call that could change his life.

Hall played, for example, a couple of 
gigs that included trumpet great Wynton 
Marsalis. “You get a chance to play with 
someone like that and you realize the 
potential for your career.”

During those years he also per-
formed with saxophonists Jimmy Heath, 
Mark Turner and Steve Wilson, trumpet-
ers Joe Wilder and Michael Philip Moss-
man, pianists Dave Kikoski and Sir Ro-
land Hanna, and vocalist Jon Hendricks. 
He toured in Japan with pianist David 
Morgan and had two different month-
long gigs in Istanbul with bassist Steve 
Kirby. Hall also composed, arranged and 
produced a recording and live music for 
the highly acclaimed dance tour Nisei 
Project. He toured Hawaii, playing with 
the Covenant Dance Theater, honoring 
Japanese-American soldiers of World 
War II. Hall, also a member of the NYC-
based Latin-jazz group Grupo Yanqui, 
was selected to be a Jazz Ambassador for 
a U.S. State Department Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Rhythm Road tour in Europe.

Then, in December 2001, Hall got 
a call from singer-saxophonist Curtis 
Stigers. Hall had been playing in a group 
with pianist Matthew Fries and bass 
player Greg Ryan. Stigers was putting 
together a touring jazz band and asked 
Ryan if he’d like to be part of it. Ryan re-
sponded that the three instrumentalists 
could come as a group. Stigers took them 
with him to perform in Washington, 
D.C., liked the music and the chemis-
try, and offered them the job. Their first 
summer with Stigers was spent doing 
outdoor concerts all across the United 
States, opening for Barry Manilow. 
Within a year, Hall and the band were 
touring in Europe with Stigers, a pattern 
that continues to this day.

While living in New York — and 
traveling everywhere — Hall managed to 
find time to earn a master’s degree in jazz 
studies from Queen’s College in New York.

Hall is a deeply committed Chris-
tian — he’s even been called 
“the Reverend of Swing” — and 

he credits his musical gifts to God, 
saying, “It’s my privilege to be a good 
steward of them, to develop and share 
them. Everything I do is a form of wor-
ship.” Hall’s goal with his music — and 
his teaching and his life — is to bring 
joy to people and to inspire them to live 
up to their potential. Today Hall and his 
family attend the Christian Life Center, 
where he plays drums in its praise band. 
“Our pastor, Joel Brooks Jr., has had a 
huge impact on our lives,” Hall says.

Many of the choices Hall and his 

Hall Keith Hall’s first book came out in 2010, and he’s already at work 
on Volume 2. Jazz drumming legend Billy Hart says of Hall’s 
book: “This is uniquely the most thorough book of its kind!”
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wife have made through the years have 
been based on their faith, rather than 
the seeming facts. And in each case, Hall 
says, God has seen them through. Moving 
back to Michigan in 2003 after spending 
eight years in New York (“It seemed like a 
lifetime”) was one of those cases.

With a growing family, their desire 
to be closer to relatives, and Keith’s 
dream of teaching at WMU, the Halls de-
cided to move away from New York City, 
which is the jazz capital of the world, to 
Kalamazoo, which is not. Tam was eight 
months pregnant with Hannah, baby 
number two. Hall didn’t have a job yet in 
Michigan. They had to sell their house 
in New Jersey and find one in Michigan. 
And Hall was away on road trips most of 
the time. But once again, the dream was 
there and so was the faith that it would 
all work out.

And, as Hall puts it, “Every door 
busted wide open.”

Hall is now an adjunct professor 
at WMU, and his colleagues 

today are his former teachers. (“It’s hum-
bling,” he says. “They’ve known me since 
I was 18. They were great mentors and 
are amazing to work with.”) He teaches 
jazz drum set and drum choir (a drum-set 
ensemble that Billy Hart started) and jazz 
appreciation. 

Hall also facilitates a somewhat 
unusual workshop series in entrepre-
neurship for musicians. He says he felt 
strongly that music students need to 
learn the basics in business and finance, 
so he began holding workshops in his 
home. Eventually, working with WMU 
tuba professor Deanna Swoboda, he was 
able to bring the workshop to campus, 
where it is now an official series, sup-
ported by the Jazz Department and Grad-
uate Studies Program. In the workshops, 
Hall and other speakers help music 
students learn to set goals for them-
selves and focus on how to attain those 
goals, as well as learn how to market 
themselves, and how to handle money 
and manage their finances. This is an 
important but often unaddressed need 
in musicians, says Hall. “Students often 
think, ‘If I’m a great player, that’s all that 
matters.’ But in New York, everybody’s 
a great player. You have to take care of 
business and discover what makes you 
unique and marketable.”

Tam Hall tries to accompany her husband on a road trip once a year. They’re shown here back stage at 
Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Club in London in 2010.

The latest CD from TRI-FI, called “3”, was 
released in 2010. In the London Times, reviewer 
Clive Davis said of TRI-FI, “The trio are as 
smooth and sleek as you could ask, but when 
grit and grease and a little R&B are required, 
the musicians are never at a loss.”
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One of the things that most impress-
es Billy Hart about Keith Hall is how 
community oriented the younger man is.  
“Look at the example he sets for younger 
and future musicians,” says Hart.

A very visible way Keith Hall has 
been contributing to this community is 
through his summer drumming camp. 
Hall started the Keith Hall Summer 
Drum Intensive five years ago, in part to 
fulfill his own need to feel challenged 
and inspired and to create things. “It’s 
another one of my babies,” he says of the 
week-long camp that teaches jazz drum-
ming to students who have ranged in 
age from 12 to 58. “Some are extremely 
talented and have played a long time ... 
others are still trying to figure out what 
their right hand is supposed to do.” The 
camp has increased its enrollment each 
year and this year will expand to two 
weeks, one for beginners and the other 
for more advanced students. 

Bob Lewis, a partner in the Millen-
nium Restaurant group, attests to the 
importance of Hall’s drum camp in the 
community. In fact, he books the young 
and not-so-young drummers into the 
Union restaurant each year, as the final 
performances of the camp.

Lewis calls the yearly gig “a phe-
nomenal event,” and says it’s an impor-
tant part of the diverse music experience 
the Union tries to provide to its patrons. 
The last show of each yearly drum camp 
gig, says Lewis, where there are six 
drum kits on stage, is “one of the best 
things I’ve ever seen musically.” The final 
concert of the camp also gives Hall’s stu-
dents a chance to perform with the trio 
that Hall records and tours with, TRI-FI.

Lewis frequently works with Hall, 
who has played the Union with a variety 
of groups, ranging from TRI-FI to the 
Tom Knific Quartet. He laughs that jazz 
musicians and restaurateurs both keep 
crazy hours, so they frequently run into 
each other. “The thing that makes Keith 
Hall so good,” says Lewis, “is that he just 
loves what he’s doing. He’s found venues 
where he’s happy and motivated, and 
I have never seen him tired or down.” 
And, Lewis says, “It goes without saying 
that ... Hall is a phenomenal drummer.”

When Hall isn’t in Kalamazoo 
these days, he’s often touring 
and performing with Stigers. 

The two have appeared across the United 
States and Europe, in theaters, arenas, 
clubs and jazz festivals, as well as on  
numerous radio and television shows. 
The Stigers connection also led to TRI-
FI, which has just unveiled its third 
recording, “3.”

After years of touring together with 

Keith Hall is pictured in the studio during the recording of “3.” 
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Stigers, Hall, along with Fries and bassist 
Phil Palombi, decided in 2005 to record 
a CD of their own. Their recordings have 
all been praised by critics. 

Hall’s first book, “Jazz Drums Now! 
Volume 1,” recently came out, and he’s 
hard at work on Volume 2. He published 
the book, which sets on paper what 
he teaches his students and includes a 
play-along CD, with help from the Arts 
Council of Kalamazoo. He’s currently 
marketing it to band directors and other 
educators and it’s available online.

Hall has a new recording with 
Stigers slated for February 2011, and he 
will begin hosting a new jazz show on 
WMUK, Western’s public broadcasting 
radio station. The program will include 
live performances and interviews with 
guest artists and will run from 8–9 on 
Friday evenings.

He’s trying to cut back on the time 

he spends on the road these days. He’s 
reduced it from a third of the year to 
about 70 nights a year. Most of his travel 
with Stigers is outside the United States, 
and once a year Tam tries to accompany 
him on a road trip. Hall says of his wife, 
“I can’t overstate how valuable she is.”

Tam helps with the business of 
being a musician and serves as admin-
istrator for the drumming camp. Hall 
says, “Tam is the love of my life and has 
been extremely supportive for the last 
20 years. We make a great team.  She’s 
my best friend, and I don’t want to think 
about where I would be without her.”

Keith and Tam Hall now have three 
daughters. The girls like watching Hall 
play and all are already showing their mu-
sical genes. Grace, 10, is a singer and last 
spring sat in on a jam session with her 
father, singing “My Funny Valentine,” in-
cluding, her proud father says, the verse. 
Hannah, 7, also sings and is taking piano 
lessons, and three-year-old Josie drums 
a little. Hall’s newest TRI-FI CD includes 
a tune he co-wrote with Grace, “You and 
Me.”  Keith Hall says the accomplishment 
he’s proudest of is being a father. “Father’s 
Day is my favorite day of the year.”

Added to his joy in being a father 
and a husband, Hall says, is the pleasure 
of his music. “It’s incredible being able to 
travel, to play music I like with people I 
like. It’s a blessing.” 

To learn more about Keith Hall and 
his music, visit www.keithhallmusic.com.

Keith Hall played with the Curtis Stigers band at the German Echo awards ceremony, televised from 
Bochum, Germany, in May 2010. Stigers won the International Male Jazz Singer of the Year Echo award 
that year for his album, “Lost in Dreams,” which features Hall.

Keith Hall, shown here with daughters Josie 
and Hannah (front row) and daughter Grace and 
wife Tam (back row), says that Fathers’ Day is 
his favorite day of the year.
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WW here Business Meets Pleasure . . .

Urban Youth 
(Continued from page 16)

He got a job as a tailor, and he makes 
amazingly beautiful bags and dresses. 
The staff tried to help him find an apart-
ment. When they went to visit him, they 
found him without a home or money and 
questioned where it had gone. They were 
mad because they had tried to help him 
get off the streets. Then they found out 
he had sent all his money to his sister so 
she could go to school. In Sierra Leone, 
the average income is $225 a year while 
the annual cost of education is $300 or 
$400. When our students heard Alimamy, 
it shook them up; they saw what personal 
sacrifice looks like.”

Caryn says the most eye-opening 
revelation for the young Kalamazooans 
is the joy Sierra Leoneans find in life in 
spite of their hardships. “Some kids were 
made to fight in the civil war. Some had 
been in gangs. Many lost both parents. 
They live in extreme poverty in tin 
shacks. There’s sewage and trash all over. 
Yet, they’re still happy. Our teens were 
saying, ‘They’re not bitter. I would be so 
bitter.’ That’s what Sierra Leoneans have 
to offer our youth — a different perspec-
tive, not based on material things but on 
the people around you.”

The Urban Youth for Africa Web 
site states that, during the civil war 

from 1991 to 2002, boys as young as 
7 were drugged and conscripted as 
child soldiers, and girls were raped 
and forced into prostitution. The war’s 
casualties — people killed, raped, or 
maimed — total over 500,000. More 
than 2 million, one-third the popula-
tion, were displaced. Sierra Leone ranks 
180th, out of 182 nations, in the Human 
Development Index, which measures life 
expectancy, adult literacy, and standard 

of living. Only 14 percent of children 
attend school. The literacy rate is 35 per-
cent. Unemployment is 65 to 70 percent.

“Yet,” according to the Web site, 
“the friendly and inspiring people of Si-
erra Leone remain hopeful and proud of 
the vibrant culture of their country. Ex-
quisite beaches, colorful buildings, and 
bustling markets alive with the smells 
of fresh fish, cooking cassava leaves and 
wide array of fresh fruits, vividly colored 

Kalamazooan Dan Nulty (wearing orange apron) is joined by Urban Youth for Africa teens at a  
fundraiser beach party and barbecue that he hosted. With him are Mercedes Ivory, Olivia Thomas, 
and Terrell Nesbitt. Terrell is a member of the 2010 team.
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fabrics and unique carvings give them 
much to boast about.”

Caryn emphasizes that this realiza-
tion about death and life is a major part of 
the change in perspective the Urban Youth 
for Africa program instills in Kalama-
zoo teens. “People are always trying to 
help troubled young people from poorer 
neighborhoods,” she emphasizes. “We 
have programs to help inner-city kids, but 
there are no programs through which they 

learn to help others. I think it’s so power-
ful for them to know they are needed, that 
they have something to offer, that they can 
make a difference for somebody else.”

She says: “Seeing that with their 
own eyes changes their perspective of 
what they can do. They saw that they 
were helping people with no safety net, 
no welfare, no food stamps, no Deacons 
Conference, no Gospel Mission, no  
nothing. At the same time, the kids in 

Sierra Leone saw that they were opening 
the eyes of boys and girls from America. 
It was cool for both groups to realize 
they had something to give each other.”

The Urban Youth for Africa pro-
gram is unique, and it is not affiliated 
with any organization from other U.S. 
cities. It is, indeed, the child of Caryn 
Bladt who now cherishes aid from her 
assistant, Jayme Ipema, and the contin-
ued support of Terri Thomas who says, 
“It is amazing what a trip to Africa can 
do for an individual’s life.” 

But Caryn wants more. She wants 
to partner with organizations like Word 
Made Flesh in other cities in Sierra Leone 
and other African countries. She wants 
more Kalamazoo students to have this 
out-of-classroom, out-of-country, eye-
opening, life-altering experience. She 
wants them to know and grow from in-
ternational humanitarian endeavors. And 
with the vigor of her youth and knowl-
edge from previous travel experiences to 
support her, Caryn will very likely find a 
way to make more programs happen.  

Photos provided by Urban Youth for 
Africa. For more information on Urban 
Youth for Africa, or to make a donation to 
send the 2011 team, go to www.urbany-
outhforafrica.org

This urban street is typical of those in Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone. With a deep Atlantic 
Ocean harbor and a population of one million people, it is the country’s economic, financial, and 
cultural center, and home to many international companies.
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The glass dome was 
completed on The 
Reichstag in 1999. It 
is the seat of German 
government, the 
Bundestag, in Berlin. 
The Reichstag was 
opened in 1894 and 
severely damaged by an 
arson fire in 1933. It was restored after German reunification in 1990.
Two interior spiral ramps provide a 360-degree view of surrounding cityscape.
A mirrored cone at the dome’s core directs sunlight downward, reducing the 
need for electrical light inside the Bundestag chamber, which is immediately 
below. A louvered sunshade rotates around the cone, moving with the sun,
to prevent overheating.

Encore contributor Robert Weir recently returned from a four-month journey to seven
nations, traveling by air, train, and ship. A related article appears in this issue of Encore.
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readers. Please submit
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accompany it.
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Barry, of course, has not set down the 
baton or the bow. He continues to perform 
on violin in various venues, including as 
concertmaster of the Saginaw Symphony 
Orchestra. His newest interest is jazz vio-
lin, and if you check the calendar, you can 
catch him at Winston’s downtown. 

While expressing himself musically 
is what drew Barry to pursue a career in 
music in the first place, his passion for 
musical expression has grown through a 
lifetime into a gift to the community on 
many levels.

“Sometimes from the stage, you can 
feel removed and the personal connection 
can be lost,” he said. “But when you’re 
sharing it with young people and you see 
the light go on and this enthusiasm get 
ignited by music, you realize that you’re 
dealing with a medium that is so pro-
found it can change lives.

“I feel involved in the process and I 
love it.”  

Making Music 
(Continued from page 22)
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You don’t have to go out of your way 

to go out of town. As you make your 

winter travel plans, consider the safe, 

simple, convenient option of the 

Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International 

Airport.  Save gas, parking fees 

and time and enjoy shorter 

drives, shorter walks and 

shorter lines.



Keep your options open.
Your physician has powerful tools to provide you with medical images.

Even an Olympic swimmer with a 7-foot arm span
can stretch out in KNI’s high-field open magnet.

MRI patients who need more room, who feel uneasy in 
tight spaces, or who need specialty exams for orthopedic 
procedures often find comfort in high-field open magnets. 

KNI partners with Borgess to provide the most powerful 
and versatile medical imaging equipment available in 
Southwest Michigan. Working with Premier Radiology, KNI 
has the medical expertise to provide your physician with
the test results you need.

KNI will continue to introduce area physicians to new 
developments in breast imaging, cardiac imaging, 
neuroimaging, orthopedic imaging and functional imaging. 

So, when medical imaging is important to you or your 
family, learn more about your options at www.kniimaging. com.


