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A CHILL is in the air, and a foggy mist hangs over the roadway as 

commuters begin their morning journey. For many heading off to 

work, the sun has yet to begin its daily voyage across the sky. As the 

sun comes up, the brilliant reds and yellows of fall will fill our eyes 

with wonder. It must be October — one of the 

prettiest months of the Michigan year.

Farmers begin their harvest as many of us 

contemplate the coming of winter — but not 

the children. A child’s world is more focused 

on events that are closer at hand as they 

anticipate the coming of Halloween and the 

hoopla that surrounds the annual rite of candy 

collection.

Halloween began as a pagan festival known 

as Samhain among the Celts of Ireland and Great Britain, but it 

has long ago lost any connection to the original rituals. The cur-

rent name comes from the ninth century, when the celebration of 

All Saints’ Day (also All Hallows’ Day) was moved from May 13 to 

November 1. Because days were considered to have started at sunset 

in those times, the evening of what we now know as October 31 

became known as All-hallow-even, which was eventually shortened 

to Halloween.

Irish and Scottish immigrants brought versions of this festival 

with them in the 19th century, and the celebration has evolved into 

an American tradition for children and adults alike. Our modern 

version of Halloween has even been adopted by numerous coun-

tries throughout the western world and is considered to be part of 

American pop culture. Interestingly, some of the countries that now 

celebrate this American holiday include Ireland and much of the 

United Kingdom.

Do you remember the fun of Halloween from your childhood? 

Chances are you began to plan your costume just as the month 

arrived and then pestered your parents until either your mother re-

sorted to her sewing machine or your father helped you turn an old 

box into something remotely resembling a tin man or robot. Per-

haps they succumbed to a trip to the store to buy a costume — but 

50 years ago you would have been the exception with your store-

bought outfit. Then, as the big day approached, time after time you 

donned your garb as you prepared for costume day at school and 

the big night out on the street to collect every bit of candy you could 

beg from neighbors that lived within any reasonable distance.

Sure Halloween has changed in the years since many of us 

walked the streets with a pillow case full of candy, and we rue these 

changes that deny children the freedom to go out by themselves 

and require them to spend more time in organized settings. But 

the reality is that new generations will seek novel ways to continue 

enjoying this piece of American lore. That’s not bad — just differ-

ent. After all, I don’t think many of us wish we were still celebrating 

Samhain as a pagan festival.
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We apologize for incorrectly spelling 
columnist Tricia Pecora’s name in 
our September “Put Yourself First” 
column. She is general manager of 
IDUN Spa Salon.
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HE BIG CITY isn’t the only 
place where the entrepre-
neurial spirit is alive and 
well. Sometimes it thrives in 
smaller venues, too. Consider

the case of Emily and Todd Lennen.
Married for just four years, the 

young couple have, in that time, man-
aged to begin two businesses, add 
another child to their family, and become 
active volunteers in several organiza-
tions. They exemplify the old adage: If 
you want something done, ask a busy 
person to do it.

Emily Parfet Lennen, 27, is the 
owner of The Greenery, Day Spa & 
Anti-Aging Center, an upscale spa and 
salon offering advanced skin and body 
care in a unique setting — a completely 
renovated historical schoolhouse located 
at 9153 East D Ave. in Richland. It is a 
place, according to Emily, where “the art 
and science of beauty come together.” 
Todd Lennen, 39, is an experienced 
businessman who is assisting his wife in 
that endeavor while also getting another 
business off the ground. He is the owner 
and operator of Lennen’s Lodge and 
Sportsman’s Club in Hickory Corners, a 
business offering services that include 

  A Duo
With   aDouble
Vision

By Dan Pettee
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upland bird hunting, dog training, and 
guide services.

Busy people? Todd opened the hunt 
club in 2003, the year he and Emily were 
married, and Emily opened the Green-
ery in August 2005, the year their son, 
Jackson, was born. 

This young couple, with designs on 
the future and a healthy understanding 
of the meaning of teamwork, are West 
Michigan natives who have planted roots 
not at all far from their own native soil.

Todd was born and raised in Mat-
tawan, attended public schools there, 

and graduated from Mattawan High 
School in 1986. “My interest in hunting 
began in my teens,” says Todd, “when I 
hunted deer, ducks, and upland game.”

After high school Todd attended 
Kalamazoo Valley Community Col-
lege, worked in the purchasing area for 
Kalsec® Inc. from 1987–1997, and then 
was employed by MPI Research in Mat-
tawan from 1997–2003, where he was 
purchasing manager.

Meanwhile, Emily Parfet was grow-
ing up in southwest Michigan as well. 
The daughter of Bill Parfet and Maury 
Reed, she was raised in a large family 
that grew to include seven siblings (two 
brothers, a sister, a half-sister and four 
step-brothers). She attended Kalamazoo-
area elementary schools and various 
secondary schools, graduating from Lake 
Michigan Catholic High School in St. Jo-
seph in 1998. A little sheepishly she says: 
“I wasn’t always a motivated student 
back then.” 

After high school, Emily worked 
first in daycare and then from 1999–
2001 as an administrative assistant for 
MPI Research, a company her father, Bill 
Parfet, purchased in the mid-1990s.

Being happy with 
a full plate is the 

defining characteristic 
of Todd and Emily 

Lennen’s life together 
as they take on 

the challenges of 
entrepreneurship.

Todd Lennen’s purchasing experience from a former employer has helped him keep the shelves stocked in The Greenery’s 
retail-products room just to the right of the reception desk in the historic schoolhouse building on M-89 in Richland.

Emily Parfet Lennen, co-owner of The 
Greenery, has become an avid bird hunter 
since her marriage to Todd Lennen. He 
has had a life-long interest in hunting, and 
the couple has started a related business, 
Lennen’s Lodge and Sportsman’s Club.

Son Derek shows off the masculine-looking 
vanity Emily Lennen had installed for male 
clients when they visit The Greenery.
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Lennen

It was during her employment at 
MPI Research that she met Todd. “We hit 
it off almost immediately,” he says.

Emily agrees: “That’s true — and 
Todd also provided me with some 
needed motivation. After I met him, I 
realized that perhaps I should get a col-
lege degree.”  

Talk about motivation! She enrolled 
at Western Michigan University — and 
just two and a half years later, in 2003, 
graduated with honors, earning an under-
graduate degree in psychology. She was so 
dedicated to her studies that she attended 
class the day after their marriage.

“One of my passions was to work in 
jails and prisons, pro bono, because gov-
ernment doesn’t or can’t provide enough 
for people who need it, to help them 
sustain a reparable life when they get 
out of jail.” While at WMU Emily served 
an internship at Lakeside for Children, 
which she said was a moving experience, 
but also a diffi cult one.

But motivated by her desire to help, 
she applied to WMU’s master’s program 
in psychology. One of only three WMU 
students accepted at that time, she ulti-
mately decided to postpone her advanced 
degree for a while.

“Working in administration (as an 
intern at Lakeside for Children), I had 
to interview a lot of kids with tough 
problems and terrible histories. It was 
often very depressing, and I’d come home 
in tears. Because I was so young and full 
of life, I decided it wasn’t the best place 
for me at that point in time. I fi gured 
perhaps I could do it later in life.”

Emily and Todd had, in fact, 
already begun exploring the 
idea of starting a hunt club. For 

Todd, it was a natural outgrowth of his 
early years. “After starting hunting in 
my teens, I eventually acquired dogs of 
my own, trained them, and bred them. 
Along the way, I got hooked up with 
some area hunt clubs, and started pro-
viding a guide service for their clients.”

“From observing other hunt-club 
operations in southwest Michigan, I 
learned a lot and developed my own 
ideas. I saw things I thought I could 
do better, and I wanted to improve all 
aspects of the experience — the ac-
tual hunting, sure, but also enhancing 
people’s enjoyment of nature and the 
great outdoors.”

Todd wasn’t alone in that desire 

to bring nature closer to others. Emily 
had, before they met, already developed 
an interest in hunting. “My stepfather 
got me interested,” she says. He bought 
me a gun and took me out shooting clay 
pigeons, which I loved. But … when he 
asked me if I’d like to shoot birds, I said 
no.”

That changed, though, when she 
met Todd. He took her out hunting, and 

Young Jackson jerks the bell pull to ring the 
original school bell in the tower of the 1884 
school house, which now serves as the location 
of the family business.

Son Derek and Emily Lennen demonstrate the 
Vichy shower in the wet treatment room. A 
combination of warm water and massage, hinged 
table sides can be put in the up position to also 
provide a warm, soothing bath.

Comfort comes fi rst at The Greenery, as
evidenced by this pedicure station.

Emily and son Jackson show off the upscale 
reception area.
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Bad things can happen to good people.
We’re here when you need us.

soon she was hooked. “In fact, I learned 
how to guide with Todd and his dogs, 
and went with him on some guided 
hunts. I began to see the total hunting 
experience the same way Todd did.”

Not surprisingly, when Todd 
broached the idea of a hunt club of his 
own, Emily was supportive. As often 
happens in other aspects of their lives, it 
developed into a joint effort. Says Todd: 
“In 2002, about a year before we opened, 
we did a lot of research, put together 
some forecasts and projections, and de-
cided to take the plunge … or, perhaps, 
to ‘shoot the moon.’”

Eighty-five acres were soon pur-
chased in Hickory Corners so she and 
Todd could convert the large farmhouse 
on the property into a temporary club-
house, and Todd installed flight pens to 
hold birds he has purchased as fledglings 
to be released when the need arises. 

“During that time,” Todd says, “we 
both got excited about the hunt club, and 
thought that would be our big thing. We 
had long-term goals, including build-
ing a new grand lodge with overnight 
accommodations and complete dining 
facilities so we could do special events 
dining or catering. We also envisioned 
facilities to house dogs for clients who 
preferred hunting with their own dogs. 
It was all part of what we might call our 
‘master plan.’”

However, that master plan had to 
be put on the back burner for a time as 
a new idea took hold and led Emily and 
Todd in another, equally exciting direc-
tion: the idea of a top-of-the-line spa 
right in Richland.

“Todd and I had moved back to 
Richland from Paw Paw to be closer to 
my family. I was chatting with my step-
brother, Ryan Johnson, about the possi-
bility of opening a business in Richland, 
a booming community. I thought: ‘What 
does this town need?’ And the idea of a 
spa came to mind.

“At the time, there was only one spa 
operating in the whole Kalamazoo area. 
It seemed like there might be a viable 
opportunity,” says Emily.

11



MoMA? Good art is practically in your back 
yard. What will you fi nd downtown?

Why not get dinner after the show? 
Check out central-city.net for 
a list of restaurants that offer a 
special discount when you bring in 
your ticket stub.

Lennen

As with everything they do, together 
Emily and Todd fully threw themselves 
into exploring the possibilities. They 
researched the spa business, checked out 
a number of spas, and attended numer-
ous spa shows. “I saw many spas, and 
sometimes I thought I could do it better,” 
says Emily.  “So … I hired a consultant, 
talked it over with Todd, ran some num-
bers, and decided it was what I wanted 
to do.” 

From Emily’s perspective, it was 
another outgrowth of her desire to help 
people. “First, I wanted to heal people 
through psychology. Then I thought: 
‘What’s another way to help heal people?’ 
Well, one way is to help people feel good 
about themselves — to help them feel 
good and to look good.” 

So Emily and Todd decided that 
they’d operate the hunt club on the 
side for a while, letting it just pay 

for itself. Knowing there wasn’t time to 

fully develop both, they went full speed 
ahead with the spa — with a slight hitch. 
They found the building they wanted, 
the old 1884 schoolhouse on East D Av-
enue, but it was then operating as a B&B. 
“We loved the building,” Emily says, “but 
we didn’t think the owner would sell.” 
The Lennens assumed they would have 
to buy some land and build a spa from 
scratch. 

But first, they decided to add to their 
family that already included 15-year-old 
Derek, their son from Todd’s first mar-
riage. Emily smiles at the memory of her 
eagerness to have both a child and a new 
business: “My consultant told me, ‘You 
can’t do both.’ I said, ‘Yes, I can!’”

Even so, Todd suggested they have a 
child and wait a year on the spa. 

So much for the best laid plans. “As 
soon as we became pregnant,” Emily 
says, “the building was up for sale! Todd 
and I had a long talk about it, and we 
agreed to give it a try!” First, they asked 

their consultant to evaluate the building, 
which he did, ultimately expressing the 
belief that it could work for them.

Emily and Todd were overjoyed. 
“We just loved the building,” says Emily, 
“and the then owner, Ted Tilbury, had 
done great things with it.”

So in October 2004 they bought 
the well-known landmark schoolhouse, 

Todd Lennen glances through photos of his German 
Shorthaired Pointers, singling out the now deceased 
Gus (pictured on cover), which he describes as a
one-of-a-kind hunter that never tired.
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which just prior to the B&B was the 
location of a landscape business and 
previous to that an automotive repair 
garage. The purchase included some four 
acres that went with the building — and 
set into motion the business of fulfi lling 
Emily’s dream to heal others by convert-
ing it into a spa.

“Conversion” is the operative word 
because, as nice as the B&B was, the 
project would require a total building 
renovation. In Emily’s words, “It was 
gorgeous, but it just didn’t work for us. It 
had four huge rooms, enormous fi re-
places, two full kitchens, and a private 
living space in the basement … great for 
a B&B, but not for us.”

Their fi rst need was to fi nd an archi-
tect and a builder. In keeping with her 
commitment to the area, she went local 
for both. “I like to support local business 
whenever I can,” she says.

She selected architect Michael Dunn 
and Hawks Hollow Builders, who had 

done all the work for the B&B. “Michael 
loved spas, had checked out many of 
them, and knew what I liked and didn’t 
like,” explains Emily. “As for me, I said 
to Michael, ‘This is what I want; and how 
can you make it work?’”  

The two went back and forth, met 
occasionally with Emily’s consultant, and 
together they came up with a design for 
the building, gutting it being step one.

Emily said, “It was the hardest part 
of the whole business … but we had to 
do it.” 

They also razed an unsalvageable 
offi ce building on the site and eventually 
bought a home on an adjacent lot, which 
now serves as their offi ce … important 
for Emily. ”I wanted to keep the spa quiet 
and serene, with no phones or other dis-
tractions, so an offi ce in the spa building 

Emily and friend Greg Mahrle hunt pheasants in 
South Dakota.

Derek Lennen doesn’t yet hunt birds, but he is an 
avid deer hunter.
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Lennen

wouldn’t work.”
As 2004 eased into 2005, work on 

the project continued. Except for the 
original staircase, the building was gut-
ted. Emily did most of the design of the 
interior herself, and changed the designs 
“again and again,” says Todd with a 
smile. They also encountered unforeseen 
problems, such as a two-story-tall con-
crete slab they didn’t know about.

So, they didn’t make the May 2005 
goal. 

However, they did make progress in 
other regards — their son, Jackson, was 
born in April 2005 — right in the middle 
of it all! 

“We weren’t ready to open yet, so 
Jackson often came along with me to 
make sure the work was going well,” 
recalls Emily. 

Of that time, Todd remembers: “It 
was a little hairy for a while.”

Emily adds: “Plus, we were still 
breeding dogs then, and we had a fresh 
litter of pups, so ... it was a little crazy 
that year!”

Through all the hoopla, they stayed 
focused on opening later in 2005. One 
key element in the big picture was that 
the schoolhouse was on Michigan’s 
registry of historical buildings — so they 
fi led for a tax credit through the National 
Historic Society. 

“It was worth doing,” says Emily, 
“because we’d get a 20 percent tax credit 

on all initial costs, including all the res-
toration work. However, we had to follow 
a host of guidelines to qualify.”

That meant, for example, replacing 
the existing brick with natural brick dat-
ing back to 1889. They fi xed the window 
sills but couldn’t change the windows … 
so they had to design the rooms to fi t the 
window.  

Other obstacles they faced centered 
on their desire to make the building as 

“green” as possible, such as creating an 
effi cient water-heater system, because 
spas use tremendous amounts of hot 
water. They didn’t have room for a huge 
water drum, so they created a system 
that features a smaller main drum, with 
eight “heat-as-you-go” units that fi ll 
up and stay warm, and are replenished 
as needed from the larger unit. Other 
energy-effi cient operations include a coil 
system around the water that comes in 

Citrus Pheasant (From Emily Lennen’s Kitchen)

4 skinless and boneless breasts of pheasant 
2 grapefruits
4–6 oranges
3 lemons
3 limes
6 cloves garlic
Onion
Red pepper
Green pepper

Squeeze all citrus juices into a bowl. Chop onion and peppers lengthwise into 
small strips. Mince garlic into citrus mixture and add salt and pepper to taste.
Put pheasant breasts into citrus mixture and let sit 3–10 hours (the longer it sits, 
the more moisture it will have).

Cook in a deep skillet on a hot burner, add peppers and onions when the pan 
gets hot, and boil the pheasant in the citrus mixture 10-20 minutes depending 
on the thickness of the pheasant.

It’s great alone or served with basmati rice.

Serves 4–6 people.

One of the Lennen’s hunting dogs, Maggie, produced nine puppies, 
all of which were eventually sold to Michigan hunters.

Todd Lennen, pictured here, enjoys leading hunting trips for friends and 
family as well as client groups.
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Stately Homes Cocktail Table

from the city, which heats that water 
more efficiently, and a heat exchanger or 
recovery system that recovers heat from 
waste water. Proudly, Emily says, “That’s 
my favorite part of the system.”

As renovation work neared comple-
tion, Emily — and her teammate Todd 
— took the final preparatory step: 
hiring a staff. They began interview-
ing in March for aestheticians, massage 
therapists, nail technicians, hair stylists, 
front desk and office staff, and a spa 
director — 20 in all — and opened on 
August 22, 2005. Since that time they 
have offered, for both men and women, 
a full range of day spa services, includ-
ing skin care, body treatments, hand and 
foot therapies, a full-service salon, mas-
sage therapy, and a range of special spa 
packages, and, under the guidance of an 
M.D. and certified physician’s assistant, 
medical services that include cellulite 
treatments, skin rejuvenation, laser hair 
removal, acne treatment, chemical peels, 
and FDA-approved injectables. 

The three floors of the spa have been 
designed for comfort, ease, and serenity, 
which can be felt at the front entrance 
that features stained-glass windows and 
etched side panels created by Emily her-
self. In keeping with the tone, the floors 
on all three levels are tiled and heated, 
the lighting is subdued, and colors are 
soft pastels. 

As they move into the spa’s third 
year of operation, Emily says 
they have been growing at a rate 

of about 30 percent a month.
“So we’re excited,” she says. “We 

made a few mistakes early, but we’ve 
learned from them. I have a chalkboard 
in my office posted with long-term 
goals for everyone to see. I also have my 
mistakes there, so we don’t make them 
again.

“My passion is educating clients and 
the community on beauty and health 
issues … and on how to take care of 
oneself for maximum benefit,” Emily 
says with enthusiasm and determination. 
With that in mind, she says she is very 

15



WELCOME
to your

HOME
town bank.

Kenneth L. Otte
Vice President, OnCore USA

Building a new 
  tomorrow for 
    the retired 
      and reinspired!

A recruiting firm for retired professionals

Call (269) 492-1169 or visit us at: www.oncoreusa.net

Building a new 
  tomorrow for 
    the retired 
      and reinspired!

An OnStaff USA Company

Media Architects – Web Applications
DVD Transfers – Presentation & Design

Video Shooting & Editing 
9am-5pm Monday thru Friday 

www.absolutevideo.com
269.343.1000

addbrilliancetoyournextproject
Lennen

proud of her staff. “It’s a talented, skilled 
staff of 22 women — a wonderful team 
that works well together. It’s the best 
‘dream team’ I could have.”

She’s quick to point out that part of 
the team effort has been input and effort 
from Todd, her silent (and not so silent) 
partner right from the start. He was in-
volved in the search for the property and 
with the general start-up.

“He’s been incredibly helpful, from 
being a sounding board, to discussing 
issues with me, to helping me in the 
hiring process ... and very definitely 
with the architect and contractors, too. 
Now, he’s doing work in the area of ac-
counting, payroll and purchasing. He’s a 
great handyman, too. Needless to say, I 
couldn’t do it without him.”

And what of his hunt club and the 
on-hold plans for growing that business? 
“It’s low key — for now,” he says, sug-
gesting that he’d like to have his business  
greatly expanded by the end of another 
year, although by then young Jackson 
and Derek could have another sibling, 
which could slow the hunt club progress 
down a bit. When the time is right, he’d 
like to breed his German shorthaired 
pointers again and sell the pups as he has 
done in the past, noting that if he has 
time to train them, they sell for consider-
ably more.

But Todd stays active with his 
dream of hunt-club expansion by 
garnering a lot of word-of-mouth busi-
ness, often from his earlier days spent 
guiding. Lennen’s Lodge and Sports-
man’s Club has a solid base of regular 
customers, as well as a steady flow 
of new customers … including some 
from his committee work with Greater 
Kalamazoo Ducks Unlimited. Although 
any guided duck hunting he does is at 
locations other than his own property, 
he does guide hunting outings on the 
Augusta property for upland game 
birds.

“I’ve been working with them for 
four to five years. The local chapter was 
strong, but it has become even stronger 
during the past few years. This year 
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we were in the top 100 chapters in the 
country,” says Todd, who also recently 
became a board member of the Gull Lake 
Quality Organization, an area group 
committed to exploring ways to improve 
the quality of the area’s lake water and 
the surrounding habit, including its 
wildlife. 

Speaking of outside activity, Emily 
herself hasn’t strayed too far from her 
original passion of helping those who 
need psychological assistance. She is 
active on the board and is a capital cam-
paign chair of the New Day Foundation, 
a Kalamazoo organization dedicated 
to raising money for the drug courts in 
Kalamazoo County. The organization is 
funded through donations and has set 
guidelines for the nation to offer similar 
programs like that of Kalamazoo’s. “As 
busy as I am,” she says, “I didn’t want to 
miss that opportunity.”

Does this young family recognize 
the need to take time off for them-
selves, to rejuvenate? With a psychol-
ogy background, Emily certainly rec-
ognizes the importance of time for self 
and family: “We generally take some 
trips during July and October, which 
are slower months at the spa.” Emily 
can sometimes be found duck hunting 
with her father in Canada, and every 
October she and Todd join a group 
going to the small town of Presh, S.D., 
a pheasant-hunter’s paradise. “We’ve 
been doing it for years now; it’s almost 
mandatory!” she says. A new twist to 
their South Dakota hunting trips will 
be that son Derek, an avid deer hunter 
who is now old enough for bird hunt-
ing, will be accompanying them when 
he can work the trips around his school 
schedule.

The word “mandatory” for Emily 
and Todd seems to define the way they 
want to live their lives. In its definition is 
time for family, time for each other, time 
for self, and time for making a contribu-
tion to the well-being of all. It appears 
that for them entrepreneurship is the 
strategy by which they will accomplish 
their goals. 
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USTIN AND JOSHUA Lang of
 Mattawan are global citizens,
 internalizing an all-inclusive world

view by meeting professional men and 
women from many countries — on al-
most a daily basis. But Justin is only four 
years old and Joshua is just 18 months. 
They are getting an international educa-
tion thanks to their mother, Jennifer 
Lang, executive director of Colleagues 
International, based in Kalamazoo. 

 “My children will never understand 
why you wouldn’t like someone just 
because they speak another language or 
look different than you do,” Lang says. 
Her kids tag along with her as she escorts 
“visitors” to and from the airport and to 
local appointments or meetings. Col-
leagues International currently admin-
isters leadership exchange programs for 
the U.S. State Department, U.S. Library 
of Congress, the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID), and Council 
of International Programs USA. Billed 
as a “volunteer-based citizen diplomacy 
organization,” Colleagues International 
also participates in programs for national 
nonprofi t agencies and foreign govern-
ments. 

The highly-organized Lang arranges 
the local professional itineraries and “slice 
of American life” connections for dozens 
of delegates each year. Part of her job is 
continual networking to build a huge 
database of experts in various fi elds and 
volunteers to help host the visitors. “We 
are always working to develop relation-
ships in local governments, educational 
institutions, cultural organizations, 
business, health and human services, 
and the community at large,” she notes. 
Lang’s former position at Healthy Futures 
and a college internship with the Forum 
for Kalamazoo County have also helped 
her make community contacts. She has 
been at the helm of the people-to-people 
program since 2000.

According to its mission statement, 
Colleagues International “promotes in-
ternational understanding and facilitates 
global business, professional development 
and cultural exchanges.” Lang says the 
main purpose of her job is to “foster and 
promote citizen diplomacy, one hand-
shake at a time.”

The local effort began in 1971 as the 
Kalamazoo Area Council of International 
Programs, a four-month training program 

for social workers within the School of 
Social Work at Western Michigan Univer-
sity. In 1992, the organization’s name was 
changed. In 1999, the offi ce was moved 
off campus to the Kalamazoo Regional 
Chamber of Commerce Building.

The program has hosted approxi-
mately 75 to 125 foreign visitors to Ka-
lamazoo each year — from 126 different 
countries — year-round, representing 

One Handshake 

Seven hundred 

foreign visitors 

from 50 different 

countries?

Through Colleagues 

International,

Jennifer Lang has 

left her mark on 

Kalamazoo.
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Colleagues International 
executive director
Jennifer Lang and hus-
band Brian are shown 
in the Thomas Jefferson 
State Reception Room 
on the top fl oor of the 
U.S. Department of State 
in Washington, D.C. In 
February of 2006 they 
attended a reception 
held in honor of members 
of the National Council 
for International Visitors. 
Colleagues International 
is one of those members.

During a 2002 trip to Ukraine, executive director 
Jennifer Lang stayed with Sveltlana Solodovnyk 
for nine days. Sveltlana, who lives in the city of 
Dniepropeprovsk on the Dniepro River, partici-
pated in the October 2000 Community Connec-
tions program in Kalamazoo, sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of State.

J By Patrice Mindock
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a broad spectrum of professions. Since 
2000, Lang herself has helped 700 people 
from 50 countries make the necessary 
Colleagues International connections.

“When I began this job, I didn’t 
have a passport, had no clue what a J-1 
training visa was and had never been 
abroad,” Jennifer says sheepishly. “When 
you live in Michigan, crossing the border 
to Ontario, Canada, doesn’t really count.” 
That naiveté has all changed with on-the-
job training during the past seven years. 
Lang’s travels have included her first-ever 
trip outside the United States in 2002, 
when she and a delegation of nine Michi-
ganders, including her mother, journeyed 
to Ukraine. While there, she experienced 
reverse hospitality from several Col-

leagues International alumni who had 
been hosted in Kalamazoo. That hearty 
welcome was also supplemented with 
emotional support when Jennifer’s father 
died unexpectedly while she and her 
mother were staying with their Ukrainian 
friends.

 “My hosts were incredibly con-
cerned and supportive,” she notes. “They 
took good care of me and my mother and 
helped us arrange a return trip home as 
quickly as possible.” No easy feat. There 

were few travel agencies or Ukrainian 
airlines connected to the Internet at that 
time. Most would not accept credit cards, 
so everything was handled via phone calls 
and cash. “My husband, Brian, expressed 
concern that this news had to come when 
I was so far away, among strangers,” Lang 
recalls. “But I assured him that I was with 
my Ukrainian family.” 

Jennifer also traveled to Germany for 
two weeks in 2003 with her mother 
and Justin, when he was almost two 

years old. “He’s already a seasoned world 
traveler,” she says with a laugh. “Techni-
cally, he’s visited two countries already — 
if you count a long layover in Amsterdam 
between flights.” Jennifer and Brian hope 

to travel to Finland in two years as part 
of her connections with the Council of 
International Programs USA. Their two 
sons may go with them on that much-
anticipated adventure. The Langs are both 
WMU alumni. 
She has a bach-
elor’s in music 
with a minor in 
journalism, along 
with a graduate 
certificate in non-

profit leadership administration. Brian 
has a Bachelor of Business Administration 
degree with a focus on business adminis-
tration, and he works as a Lead Person at 
Evergreen Packaging. 

Several Kalamazoo-area hosts have 
traveled to their visitor’s countries and 
received the reciprocal courtesy of stay-
ing in their homes. “That’s the difference 
between being a traveler and a tourist,” 
Lang explains. “You stay in a house with 
friends, not a hotel. You do what the 
locals do and eat the same home-cooked 
meals, instead of dining in restaurants. 
I would never think of going to another 
country where I didn’t personally know 
someone.”

That shouldn’t be a problem, since 
she currently has “open invitations” to 
visit people in over 50 countries. 

“When my children were born, I re-
ceived dozens of e-mails from as far away 
as Japan, Latin America and Russia, wel-
coming them to the world,” she recalls. 
“When 911 happened, we received wor-
ried e-mails and phone calls from alumni 
in other countries, expressing concern 
and asking whether we were all right. It 
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Sheriff Lindsay Wood, a drug-court judge from Glasgow, Scotland, visited 
Kalamazoo’s drug court this past spring as part of a U.S. visit through 
the U.S. State Department’s International Visitor Leadership Program. 
Pictured here on each side of Judge Wood are two Kalamazoo drug-court 
judges, Bill Schma (left), now retired, and Robert Kropf (right). The Glas-
gow judge was eager to learn from Kalamazoo’s drug-court model in order 
to apply the techniques in his own country.

Colleagues International 
depends on volunteers like 
Phyllis Rappeport (left) who 
has hosted many guests and 
spends hours of her time 
locating other area volun-
teers willing to serve as host 
families. Here she is pictured 
with a young woman from 
Peru, Susana Sotero, who 
visited in 2003 as a Council 
of International Programs 
USA trainee. Her four-month, 
unpaid internship was with 
Gordon Water Systems. 
Susana was dressed in her 
traditional native costume as 
part of a cultural presenta-
tion for the program. Susana 
stayed with Phyllis for part 
of her stay, returned to Peru, 
and then, even though she al-
ready has a bachelors degree 
from a university in Peru, 
came back to Kalamazoo on 
a separate visa to study at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College. She is paying her 
own tuition and working as 
a Spanish tutor. She is being 
hosted by David and Dhera 
Strauss.
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Colleagues International

was an amazing support network.”
 Local hosts have noted that their 

experiences have helped them to travel 
abroad with more ease and allowed their 
children to learn more about geography 
and other cultures, fi rst hand. “In my 
personal experience, so many cultural 
barriers have been broken, thanks to my 
boys,” Lang adds. “Babies seem to bring 
out the best in people. In August, while 
driving a group of Russian social workers 
to the airport, Joshua began crying in his 
car seat in the back. There was nothing 
I could do since I was at the wheel on 
the freeway. Suddenly, one of the women 
began singing to him. Others joined in 
and their voices calmed him down. It 
didn’t matter that none of them spoke 
English and the songs were in Russian. 
He instinctively responded to the tone of 
universal comfort.”

One often overlooked spin-off benefi t 
from the visits by foreign professionals is 
the economic impact. “They spend their 

personal money here, along 
with any funding provided 
to them by the State Depart-
ment or their governments,” 
Lang notes. “For every one 
dollar we raise locally to 
support Colleagues Interna-
tional, we attract fi ve dollars 
from federal or international 
sources. That money is spent 
in hotels, restaurants, trans-
portation, daily expenses 
and gifts that our visitors 
purchase for their families 
back home.” The length 
of stays can range from two days to 10 
months.

Currently, Assefa Kitilla from 
Ethiopia is in the midst of a Colleagues 
International internship in Kalamazoo 
that began in April and continues through 
February of next year. His area of training 
is nonprofi t leadership and administra-
tion. His training site is Colleagues 

International, which is a little unusual. 
“When I saw what Assefa wanted to learn 
and what skills he had, I knew we would 
make a good team,” Lang explains. “He 
is teaching me about evaluation (he has 
a master’s degree) and Ethiopia, and I am 
teaching him what I know about running 
a nonprofi t organization.”

Lang quips that there might have 

General Counselor Syeda Agila Inam, an elected offi cial from UC-6 
Gulsha Town, Karachi, Pakistan, visited Portage City Manager 
Maurice Evans in June 2007 to learn more about local government 
in the United States. She was traveling with a group from India and 
Pakistan under the auspices of the U.S. State Department’s Interna-
tional Visitor Leadership Program.
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been a small economic slowdown noted 
in the Westnedge shopping district of 
Portage immediately following the 
departure of a group of 10 female social 
workers from Russia. “Some were foster 
parents and they bought clothing, quilt-
ing supplies, comforters, gifts and even 
a few flat-screen televisions during their 
stay in August,” she notes. “They actually 
carried the TVs with them on board their 

flight back, but I had to ship a martial arts 
sword to one of them because it did not 
meet the carryon guidelines.” None of the 
women spoke English, so they had locally 
hired interpreters with them for profes-
sional appointments and group activities. 

The professionals who travel to the 
Kalamazoo area not only learn from their 
American counterparts, but they often 
teach as well. “It’s almost like having 

an independent consultant sharing new 
ideas for solving old problems,” Lang 
says. “While our visitors are here to get 
hands-on experience and to observe, 
their hosts are also gaining new insights 
and a broader view of other cultures. It’s 
a shared experience where everyone can 
benefit.” Many of the professionals stay 
in the Kalamazoo area for four-month in-
ternships and are often seasoned counter-
parts in a similar business overseas.

“Rarely does the situation involve 
a recent foreign graduate being paired 
with a mentor here in Kalamazoo,” Lang 
explains. “It’s an exchange relationship 
based on much more equal footing.” 
In the last two years, the visitors have 
included an engineer from Pakistan, a na-
tional health official from New Zealand, 
social workers from Germany and Russia, 
a city council member from Poland, a 
public health delegation from Ukraine, 
plus government officials from Belarus, 
Ethiopia, India and Afghanistan. 

Senay Ozdemir (right), a magazine editor for SEN magazine in the Netherlands, visited Kalamazoo early 
this past summer. As part of her magazine’s mission, she hopes to educate people of the Netherlands 
about moderate Muslim views. She is shown here enjoying home hospitality, hosted by area resident 
Zahida Luqmani (left). Next to her are Mushtaq Luqmani, Shadia Kanaan, Gulnar Husain, and Colleagues 
International Board President Diane Downing.
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“Many of our visitors come from 
Russia and other former Soviet Union 
countries, because the State Department 
has its priorities for critical national secu-
rity and strategic alliances,” she explains. 
“It’s possible that in the near future we 
might be hosting Iraqis and Iranians 
as well.” In 2006, Kalamazoo hosted a 
delegation of newly elected senators and 
representatives from the National Assem-
bly of Afghanistan.

 Lang and her volunteer staff must 
advocate for all of the program opportuni-
ties for visitors to Kalamazoo, and there 
is some competition. “No one is sitting in 
Washington thinking, ‘Gee, let’s send the 
Director of Civil Aviation from the Re-
public of Trinidad and Tobago to Kalama-
zoo,’” she says with a laugh. “We did get 
him to come here, though, thanks to the 

proximity of the Kalamazoo and Battle 
Creek airports, Duncan Aviation, the Air 
Zoo and WMU’s College of Aviation. It 
was a chance to focus on our strengths 
and help put Kalamazoo on the interna-
tional map.”

Lang scours the project lists, looking 
for visitors who would be enticed by the 
chance to visit with Pfizer Corporation 
representatives or educators interested 
in the Kalamazoo Promise. She recently 
snagged a female journalist from Indo-
nesia who edits a magazine for Muslim 
women and teens. She enjoyed getting to 
know the Covert High School girls vol-
leyball team while riding the school bus 
to a game.  

As is the case with so many nonprofit 
organizations, funding for Colleagues 
International is unstable. “There’s a per-

Colleagues International

ception that the government pays for all 
of it and that’s wrong,” Lang points out. 
“In fact, we need to broaden our base of 
support and would appreciate monetary 

When in Rome, do as the Romans do.
Assefa Kitilla of Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia, recalled this slogan as the 
strategy he will use for dealing with 
Michigan winter. He knows it will 
be cold and snowy, and has been in 
the United States before during cold 
periods. He will simply adapt, as do 
the rest of us. And if the cold gets too 
unbearable, he knows he is scheduled 
to return back to his homeland in Feb-
ruary, where warmer climes prevail. 
“If somebody’s ready psychologically, 
no problem,” he says.

Assefa arrived in Kalamazoo in 
April to serve in an unpaid, ten-month 
internship with Colleagues Interna-
tional. Save the Children Norway, the 
nonprofit organization for which he 
worked in Addis Ababa, provided his 
airfare. His goal is to learn more about 
nonprofit agencies in the United States. 

As part of Assefa’s application to 
the Council of International Programs, 
a nonprofit international educational 
exchange program, he specified his 
purpose in participating: “To get 
training in leadership and manage-

ment, raising funds, marketing, boards, 
and governance.” Executive director of 
Kalamazoo’s Colleagues International Jen-
nifer Lang, who reviewed his application, 
decided her organization would be a good 
fit for him, and Assefa couldn’t be happier.

“Jennifer managed to process the 
application and make it real,” says Assefa, 
who has been involved in day-to-day ad-
ministrative experiences and professional 
workshops and conferences organized by 

professional groups like WMU, includ-
ing one recently held in Detroit by the 
National Council of International Visi-
tors. “I get resources from these groups 
and compile the materials in a manual 
to take back; I also read many different 
books in the public library, books recom-
mended by Jennifer, and I am becoming 
very well armed,” says Assefa.

When he returns to Ethiopia, 
Assefa is eager to start his own non-
profit organization. He wishes to start 
an indigenous organization with a local 
emphasis, concentrating on health, sur-
vival, and education in such a way that 
people can learn to help themselves. 

To meet his goals, Assefa’s back-
ground is rich in education and expe-
rience, beginning with his first formal 
schooling as a child. By chance, he 
was allowed to start school in grade 
three — without even knowing how 
to read or write. Born into a family of 
farmers, Assefa chose to live with his 
uncle, who was wealthier than most 
because of his position in a feudal 
system of ruling classes; but because

(Continued on page 24)

Working Hard for Ethiopia By Penny Briscoe

 Assefa Kitilla of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
with Justin Lang.

In 2006 Devon Diggle (left) visited Bill Harrison, 
President and Chief Operating Officer at MPI 
Research. Devon has direct influence on New 
Zealand’s pharmaceutical import policy, as senior 
advisor, assets and capital, Ministry of Health.
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donations of any amount. Some govern-
ment officials seem to think the program 
should be run only by volunteers and paid 
for exclusively through donations. We 
need to find a balance.”

Currently, Lang has a core of about 
five volunteers who work on program-
ming and finding hosts for dinners and 
overnight stays. About 400 people each 
year host visitors in their homes and in 
their professional environments, total-
ing more than 6,000 volunteer hours. 
Sometimes the hosting experience is for 
a few hours. Sometimes it lasts a month 
or more.

“This program has been around for 
35 years, but the last seven years have 
been difficult,” she stresses. “It has been 
hard to recover from the loss of govern-
ment funding. Less than 1 percent of the 
federal budget is spent on nonmilitary 
foreign affairs. That includes operating all 
the embassies and conciliates abroad, all 
foreign development and disaster aid, and 
exchange programs.”

The program can always use more 
gifts of time from those who wish to host 
international visitors in their homes or 
professional workplaces. Volunteers are 
also needed to help arrange programs, 
coordinate behind-the-scenes tours of lo-
cal businesses or attractions, and provide 
transportation for visitors. 

Lang cites the example of one of 
her devoted volunteers who acts as a 
home host coordinator. Over the sum-
mer months, Phyllis Rappaport, a former 
WMU music professor, arranged tem-
porary housing for over 20 visitors from 
Russia and Ukraine. Some stayed for a 
week, others for almost a month. “Many 
end up being hosted by retirees, which is 
wonderful because they give so gener-
ously of their time,” Lang states. “How-
ever, we would also like to recruit more 
families with children, so our visitors can 
gain more exposure to typical American 
family life.

There are so many misconceptions 
about America, and not all of them are 
favorable. Programs like Colleagues Inter-
national help to improve our international 
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Colleagues International

image. Visitors to the Kalama-
zoo area take home first-hand 
knowledge from their interac-
tions with us, instead of relying 
on the distortions gleaned from 
movies, television, and mer-
chandising.”

The Colleagues Inter-
national Web site at www.
colleaguesinternational.com 
provides a list of current delega-
tions and visitors along with the 
specifics on the major programs 
and entities involved. “We’re 
a Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, Chamber of Commerce 
and public relations service for 
Uncle Sam, all rolled into one, 
helping to change a prevailing 
anti-American world view,” 
Lang notes.

“There are many who are ambivalent 

about America. They know all about our 
brands of jeans and McDonald’s, but they 
simply don’t care about us as people. The 

Working Hard for Ethiopia 
(Continued from page 23)

education wasn’t valued, Assefa hadn’t 
gone to school.

One day a young member of his 
extended family took Assefa to school. 
As he was about to take the third-
grade reading test to determine grade 
placement, the school bell rang, which 
caused some confusion, and although 
illiterate, Assefa was ultimately as-
signed to grade three.

Assefa said he learned in two 
months to read, write and do basic 
math, and eventually was passed on to 
the University. “I worked hard, loved 
school. Even if I felt sick, I went,” he 
recalls. “I love to work hard.”

Assefa was also known for his 
ability to run, and achieved student 
national-champion status in 10 kilome-
ter, 5 kilometer, and 1,500 meter races. 

Eventually Assefa earned a bach-
elor of science at the University of Ad-
dis Ababa, where he concentrated his 
studies in mathematics and statistics. 
His master’s degree from University of 

Ibadan, Nigeria, is in education evalua-
tion. In addition, he has attended related 
training sessions in Canada, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Norway, 
Kenya, Uganda, and Nigeria.

As education program coordinator 
for Save the Children Norway, Assefa ap-
plied a model he helped develop when he 
worked for Ethiopia’s Ministry of Educa-
tion. “I came up with an idea for people 
who cannot go to school because of their 
life style. We developed a program for 
beginners without displacing them. We 
go to them through our alternative basic 
education for children out of school.

“At first we tried to reach all rural-
setting children under 18. It has been 
successful, especially in one region. 
We started as a model with 3,000 stu-
dents, and within six years we now have 
450,000.” He explains that local citizens 
who have completed grade 12 are trained 
as paraprofessionals to teach, and the 
government and local communities, who 
are the stakeholders, take part in the evalu-
ation process. Assefa is pleased that the 
Ethiopian government has taken an inter-
est and started helping with the project by 
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same goes for Americans who don’t think 
globally. People-to-people programs such 
as Colleagues International can help 
prompt an overall paradigm shift.”

According to Jennifer Lang, the 
lasting impact of Colleagues International 
will be a safer world for her children — 
and all the children of the world. “When 
you connect on such a personal level, 
there’s an incredible ripple effect of shared 
knowledge, understanding and a mutual 
desire for peace,” she says. “Friends don’t 
bomb friends; they protect them.”

providing human resources to assist in 
training, evaluating and implementing 
the program on a larger scale.

While Assefa completes his train-
ing at Colleagues International in Ka-
lamazoo, his wife, Tenagne, who just 
completed an associate degree in mar-
keting and salesmanship from Royal 
College in Addis Ababa and works for 
the National Tourism Organization, 
and sons, 8-year-old Ealshady and 17-
year-old Deme, are eagerly awaiting his 
return. “It is the first time during our 
marriage for me to be gone this long,” 
he says. “We discussed the decision for 
me to come to U.S.A., and the decision 
has been made by the whole family. I 
call them a minimum of once a week.”

Meanwhile, Assefa’s Kalamazoo 
friends will be providing him with an 
enriching experience that he won’t 
soon forget. “People are friendly ev-
erywhere I go. People are positive and 
have no problem communicating with 
me. Comfort is provided and every-
thing is good.”

In October 2006 local residents and business 
owners Susan Merigan and John Grabber hosted 
a dinner for Carol Da Silva from France. She is 
the director and founder of the Association in 
favor of Professional Integration. Pictured here 
are Jennifer and Brian Lang and their two sons 
(at left), Carol (front right), and Susan and John 
(back right). A guest of the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s International Visitor Leadership Program, 
Carole’s focus during her visit was minority 
rights, immigrant assimilation, and America’s 
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and multi-faith 
culture.

Moon Ghazal

A cloud of gulls rose up from the road as you drove.
They are not soundless; they do not obscure the moon.

Because he can’t talk yet, when the baby’s calm, I think
he must agree with me, his sweet face blank like the moon.

Robin doesn’t like the new neighbor’s dog, which howled
and trampled her lilies, the trap she had set for the moon.

Someone has already written the poem about memory, how it
is a trick, a bird’s egg, a rose-colored moon.

Last night, the moon was a small cold mouthful, or
something to sneak in my pocket, pocket full of moon.

In the lake, the male swan reared up, grandly, to attack;
its feathers plain and hard, but exotic.  Like what?  The moon?

When the baby cries, does he want food or comfort?
One day he will ache when he looks at the moon.

  By Kathleen McGookey

The ghazal is a lyric poem, Middle Eastern in origin, made up of couplets. 
Each couplet must be complete in itself, and the opening couplet should rhyme. 
McGookey, who often writes prose poems, decided to challenge herself with 
couplets by writing some ghazals. Kathleen earned her master’s and doctorate in 
English from Western Michigan University. Her book, “Whatever Shines: Prose 
Poems,” was published in 2001, and her work also appears in anthologies and such 
literary magazines as Boston Review, Epoch and Quarterly West.   
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In Time Saves . .9
A (Fiber Optic) Stitch

FOR LOCAL AUTHOR and antique car enthu-
siast David Lyon, the seed was curiosity 
about the “Kalamazoo,” a turn-of-the-cen-
tury car designed for manufacture in Kala-
mazoo by the Michigan Buggy Company.

The rain fell one dark April day in 
1986 when Lyon was on his way back to 

his office in Freidman 
Hall from a meeting in 
Western Michigan Uni-
versity’s Administration 
building.  Lyon, a now 
retired WMU adminis-
trator and psychology 
professor, ducked into 
the dry entrance of 
Waldo Library. “The rain 
was torrential and I was 
drenched,” he comment-
ed. “But now what? I had 
an hour before my next 
meeting.”  

Then he remem-
bered that the archives 

was housed in the basement of the library, 
and he realized he had an opportunity. 
What he discovered was an article from 
the February 16, 1903, issue of the Kala-
mazoo Evening Telegraph, reporting that 
Michigan Buggy had built two models of 
a car, both to be named the “Kalamazoo,” 

one with a 5-horsepower engine for the 
city and the other with a 7-horsepower 
engine for country driving.

“I was hooked,” said Lyon. For the 
next 12 years, Lyon stopped in at the 
WMU archives whenever he had a free 
minute. Already the editor of The Arc 
and Spark, the Kalamazoo Antique Auto 
Restorer’s Club newsletter, he started writ-
ing a column that included history about 
the Kalamazoo car, the Michigan Buggy 
Company, and the Kalamazoo Motors Cor-
poration, to name just a few of the stars in 
Kalamazoo’s automobile history. Readers 
found his columns interesting, so he wrote 
about other automobile companies.

Like other notable Michigan cities, 
such as Detroit and Flint, Kalamazoo 
had its own interesting part to play in the 
design and development of self-propelled 
vehicles around the turn of the century.  
Kalamazoo couldn’t claim Henry Ford, 
but it had Frank B. Lay, M. Henry Lane 
and the Blood brothers, Maurice and Clar-
ence. Lyon also learned the city’s automo-
bile history had its share of drama and 
intrigue, including grand jury investiga-
tions of a former mayor and the imprison-
ment of Victor Palmer, secretary/treasurer 
of the Michigan Buggy Company.

He began purchasing memorabilia, 

including old minutes to board meetings, 
automobile sales literature and advertise-
ments. At times he discovered only one 
line that was of interest to him. At other 
times, he experienced the thrill of hold-
ing a photograph in his hands that he 
believed no one else knew about.

Inevitably the result was “The Kala-
mazoo Automobilist,” a book of over 500 
pages, including 32 pages of full color 
illustrations, published by WMU’s New 
Issues Press. The book is accessible and 
entertaining, and reading it provides a 
rich understanding of Kalamazoo at the 
height of the transportation age.   

“This is a time when people were 
experimenting with automobiles,” said 
Lyon. Car design varied widely, including 
steam, electric and gasoline power, one- 
and two-cylinder engines, and automo-
biles with wooden frames, wheels and 
axles. “Many cars had steering controls 
on the right, the Overland had an accel-
erator that you pushed sideways with the 
left side of your foot that caused your calf 
to burn, and the Hudson had a gas filler 
tube that came through the dash board.”

“Be careful what you wish,” advises 
Lyon to any writer who is considering 
long-term historical research. “It became 
an obsession, I’m telling you.” 

Automobile History in 500 Pages
By Theresa Coty O’Neil

Kalamazoo Automobilist
David Lyon
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DO YOU OR SOMEONE you know have 
difficulty understanding certain words 
in a conversation, particularly in a 
noisy place like a restaurant? Do people 
comment about how loud the volume 
of your TV set is? Do you avoid answer-
ing the phone because it’s too hard to 
understand the other person on the 
line? Have you withdrawn from social 
situations that used to be enjoyable? 

These are classic signs of hearing 
loss. From mild to severe, the symptoms 
of hearing loss often come on gradu-
ally. People with a hearing loss usually 
doesn’t even realize what they’re miss-
ing because they’ve lost hearing slowly 
over years. Family and close friends are 
usually the first to notice. It’s common 
for the person with the hearing loss to 
take considerable time to acknowledge 
a hearing loss, and even longer to do 
something about it.

People with hearing loss have to 
work very hard to listen and under-
stand. They are always “filling in the 
blank” for what they missed. This 
can be both fatiguing and embarrass-
ing. Tiring because of the extra effort 
required to figure out what everybody 
is saying. Stressful because of the extra 

strain to hear what is effortless for oth-
ers. It seems embarrassing because of 
inevitable misunderstandings that can 
occur. Those with a hearing loss often 
come across as rude or clueless because 
people think they’ve ignored or mixed 
up what was said. 

The good news is that there’s 
something to help. There’s never been 
a better time to get a hearing aid and 
get on with life. Today’s digital hearing 
instruments are high tech devices with 
clear sound quality, sleek design and an 
array of exciting features. 

Simplicity can go right along with 
advanced technology. Helpful features, 
such as automatic volume controls, tele-
phone settings and background noise 
reduction, make hearing instruments 
very easy to use. This is great for active, 
busy people who want to put on their 
hearing aid and go, as well as for those 
who can’t or don’t want to manage any 
complicated controls. 

See a certified audiologist for a 
hearing exam if you suspect a hearing 
loss. A hearing exam is comfortable — 
and confidential. An audiologist will tell 
you if you could benefit from hearing 
aids, and help you select the best tech-

nology to match your individual needs. 
Maybe you already have a hearing 

instrument. There are many satisfied 
users who rely on their hearing aids. 
And while they aren’t perfect — they 
sure are better than the alternative of 
not hearing! Wear your hearing instru-
ments with pride, and 
if you’re having diffi-
culties with the device 
you have chosen, go 
back to your audiolo-
gist to figure out the 
next steps to greater 
satisfaction. And en-
courage a friend who 
might be struggling 
with the idea of trying 
out a hearing aid for 
the first time.

Why not try 
something that may 
help you to continued 
success and enjoy-
ment in life? Contact 
Constance Brown 
Hearing Centers or a certified audiolo-
gist whom you trust for an appointment 
today. You should hear what you’re 
missing. 

Enjoy Life More — With a Hearing Aid 
By Rachel Clayton, B.S.

Rachel Clayton, B.S., CCC-A
Constance Brown Hearing 
Centers
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 Performing Arts
Plays

“Dracula” — The stage script by Steven 
Dietz will bring the wild and evil Prince 
of Darkness to Kalamazoo, including a spe-
cial midnight showing on Oct. 20th. Oct. 
11–13, 18–20, 8 p.m.; Oct. 20, midnight, 
Oct. 21, 2 p.m. Williams Theatre, WMU. 
387-6222.
“Macbeth” — Shakespeare’s story of ambi-
tion, guilt and murder will cast a powerful 
spell of intrigue and entertainment over 
audience members. Oct. 12 & 13, 19 & 20, 
26 & 27, 8 p.m., Oct. 18, 7:30 p.m., Oct. 
21, 2 p.m. Parish Theatre, 426 S. Park St. 
343-1313.
“Sylvia” — Marriage and a dog are the 
central focus of this modern romantic 
comedy that features some deliciously 
funny scenes. Oct. 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27 
& Nov. 2 & 3, 8:30 p.m. New Vic Theatre, 
134 E. Vine St. 381-3328.
 “The Great Pumpkin Massacre — There’s 
something lurking in the pumpkin patch, 

and it becomes one boy’s 
frantic mission to con-
vince people of the mali-
cious Great Pumpkin. 
Oct. 19, 20, 26, & 27, 
11 p.m. Whole Art The-
atre, 246 N. Kalamazoo 
Mall. 345-7529.

Musicals & 
Opera

“Disney’s High School 
Musical” — You’ll love this spunky, funny 
musical about a jock and a brainiac discov-
ering musical theater and each other. Oct. 
26 & Nov. 2, 7 p.m., Oct. 27 & 28 & Nov. 
3, 2 p.m., Oct. 27, Nov. 1 & 3, 4:30 p.m., 
Oct 31 & Nov. 1, 10 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. 
Civic Theatre, 329 S. Park St. 343-1313.
“Cats” — This wonderful Andrew Lloyd 
Webber musical features 20 timeless 
melodies and costumes that are beyond 
imagination. Nov. 2, 8 p.m., Nov. 3, 2 & 8 
p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.

“Pippin” — Winner of fi ve Tony awards 
with music by Stephen Schwartz and cho-
reography by Bob Fosse, this musical will 
feature Susan Streater, in from New York, 
to guest direct. Oct. 25–27 & Nov. 1–3, 8 
p.m.; Nov. 4, 2p.m. Shaw Theatre, WMU. 
387-6222.

Dance

Fall Concert of Dance — The WMU De-
partment of Dance presents SEXY_TEEN_
LOVE_IDOL.NET and other dance/digital 
shorts. Oct. 18, 19 & 20, 8:15 p.m., 
Oct. 20 & 21, 3 p.m. Dalton Center Multi-
media Room, WMU. 387-5830.
Christopher Williams — Wellspring 
welcomes this choreographer, puppe-
teer and performance artist who will be 
performing “The Portuguese Suite”, nine 
dances, all related to medieval love spells 
or a magical herb or fruit. Oct. 18–20, 8 
p.m. Wellspring Theater, Epic Center, 359 
S. Kalamazoo Mall, 342-4354

Symphony

University Symphony Orchestra — Lori 
Sims, piano soloist performing Rachmani-
noff’s Second Piano Concerto. Oct.7, 3 p.m. 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. 387-4667
“Bolero” — Raymond Harvey and the KSO 
are joined by organist Felix Hell for music 
from Ravel, Berlioz and others. Oct. 12, 8 
p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.
“Movie Magic” — Barry Ross conducts the 
KSO and Rich Ridenour on piano perform-
ing great fi lm score classics. Oct. 27, 8 p.m. 
Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge. 
349-7759.
“Symphony Spooktacular” — A new KSO 
production follows three children and a 
spellbook on adventures in music. Oct. 28, 
3 p.m. Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. West-
nedge. 349-7759.
Vicksburg Community Schools Concert 
& Artist Series — The Kalamazoo Sym-
phony Orchestra will be joined by mem-
bers of the VCS district instrumental and 
choral music programs. Oct. 29, 7:30 p.m. 
Vicksburg Performing Arts Center, 501 E. 
Highway St. 321-1193.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Fall Evenings — The Burdick-Thorne 
String Quartet present an intimate evening 
of music. Oct 5 & 6, 8 p.m. Epic Theatre, 
359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 349-7759.
Guest Artist Recital — The Wisconsin 
Brass Quintet, from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, will perform. Oct. 
8, 8:15 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 387-4667.
University Jazz Orchestra — Repertoire 
ranging from classic big band to roaring 
fusion charts. Oct. 11, 8:15 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-4667.
The Prima Trio — Fontana Chamber Arts 
prsents this prize-winning ensemble. Oct 
17, 8 p.m. Richmond Center for Visual 
Arts, WMU. 382-7774.
“Mazes, Magic and Mystery” — The 
Kalamazoo Concert Band kicks off the new 
season with a Halloween treat. Chenery 
Auditorium, 714 S. Westnedge Ave. Oct. 
20, 7:30 p.m. 806-6597.
Gilmore Rising Stars Recitals — Pianist 
Ji-Yong will perform works by Chopin, 
Liszt, Debussey and others. Oct. 21, 7 p.m. 
Wellspring Theater, Epic Center, 359 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall. 342-1166.
Musical Dim Sum with the Ying Quartet 
— A Fontana Chamber Arts dinner and 
concert event. Oct. 24, 8 p.m. Cityscape, 
125 S. Kalamazoo Mall, 382-7774.
The Billy Childs Ensemble —  A Fontana 
Chamber Arts event with guests, the Ying 
Quartet. Oct 26, 8 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 382-7774. 
Les Violons du Roy Chamber Orchestra 
—  This exciting group will preform an all 
-Baroque program. Fontana Chamber Arts. 
Nov. 1, 8 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, 
WMU. 382-7774.

Vocal

Faculty Artist Series — Voice Faculty 
Showcase featuring James Bass, Monica 
Griffi n, Alice Pierce, Ken Prewitt, and Carl 
Ratner. Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
Oct. 5, 8:15 p.m. 387-2300.

Faced with crisis, 
the man of char-

acter falls back on 
himself.

–Charles de Gaulle

30  E N C O R E  •  O C T O B E R  2 0 0 7



The Michigan Bach Collegium — Open-
ing its 12th season, Spanish Renaissance 
composer, Tomas Luis de Victoria, will be 
featured. St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 247 
W. Lovell St. Oct. 28, 4 p.m. 349-1045.

Visual Arts
WMU Richmond Center for 
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455:

Lecture — Karen Bondarchuk is a practic-
ing visual artist who works in kinetic 
sculpture, drawing and performance. Oct. 
25, 5:30 p.m. RCVA Lecture Hall, 2nd 
Floor. 
Lecture — Al LaVergne works in several 
mediums, but welding fabrication with 
reconstituted metal gives him the most 
freedom. The resolution of the composi-
tions is developed during the exploration 
of spaces as he negotiates with the laws 
of gravity to achieve balance. Nov. 1, 5:30 
p.m. RCVA Lecture Hall, 2nd Floor.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

Silk Road to Clipper Ship: Trade, Chang-
ing Markets and East Asian Ceram-
ics — An exhibition on the impact of the 
exchange of goods, people and ideas on 
Chinese potters, and their counterparts in 
Japan. Through Nov. 25.
Gus Foster and Ando Hiroshige: The 
Tokaido Road — The exhibition is a col-
lection of 19th-century prints by Hiroshige 
and Foster’s contemporary, panoramic 
photographs. Through Dec. 5.
ARTbreak — Enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics. 
“Mabarosi (Part 2)”, Oct. 9, “Colossus”, 
Oct. 16, “Alfred Stieglitz: The Elegant Eye”, 
Oct. 23, “Cemetary Art” with Helen Bray, 
Oct. 30. Bring lunch to the 12:15 sessions.
Sunday Funday — A series of free, art-
related events for families. “Japanese Jour-
neys,” will take place Oct. 7, 2–4 p.m.
Senior Day — A free, interactive art ap-
preciation program designed especially for 
people aged 62 and older. Oct. 11, 2–4 p.m.

Miscellaneous

“Looking Glass Art” — Summer Glass 
Camp students and members of the West 
Michigan Glass Society will exhibit glass 
art. Through Oct. 12. Artist reception, Oct. 
7, 2–4 p.m. Portage District Library, 300 
Library Lane. 552-9802.
Art Hop — View the works of local artists 
in a casual, fun atmosphere. Oct. 5, 5 p.m. 
Local venues/galleries in downtown Kala-
mazoo. 342-5059.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809:

Freedom to Read — Learn who challenges 
or bans books, the reasons why books are 
challenged, and hear from authors of and 
meet costumed characters from challenged 
or banned books. Co-sponsored by Kala-
mazoo Public Library and the American 
Civil Liberties Union. Oct. 4, reception 
6:30 p.m., readings 7:30 p.m. Central 
Library, Van Deusen Room,

Poetry Feast — Help students discover 
the joys of poetry writing and reading in 
workshops that will be taught by veteran 
poets and teachers. Oct. 17, 4–6 p.m. Cen-
tral Library.
African American Women’s Writing 
Group — Learn how to gather personal 
memories and family tales plus techniques 
for focusing and formatting a memoir with 
Donna Odom, Kalamazoo Valley Museum 
educator. Oct. 17, 6–8 p.m. Powell Branch 
Library.
Meet Ned Vizzini — This author has 
special insight into the teenage lifestyle — 
mainly because he was only 19 years old 
when his first book was published. Oct. 20, 
1 p.m. Central Library.
Meet Monica Harris — What happens 
when Henry is SO loud that he wakes the 
dead? Come find out as local children’s au-
thor Harris shares her picture book, “Wake 
the Dead”. Oct. 22, 7 p.m. Central Library.

(Continued on page 52)

If you love cats, you are not alone. Since 
ancient Egyptians domesticated the 
cat some 5000 years ago, it has held a 
special place in our culture. Famous cat 
lovers include Winston Churchill, Abra-
ham Lincoln and Isaac Newton. In fact, 
Newton is credited with inventing the 
cat-flap door so he could continue work-
ing without being interrupted to let his 
cats out. Another cat lover, Mark Twain, 
once remarked, “If a man could be 
crossed with a cat, it would improve the 
man but deteriorate the cat.” However, 
not everyone is enamored with felines. 
Interestingly, Genghis Kahn, Alexan-
der the Great, Julius Caesar, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, and Adolph Hitler were all 

cat haters, which might lead one to won-
der if perhaps men who have dreams to 
dominate the world cannot stand to have 
cats around them because they won’t 
submit to others’ will. Remember: Any 
cat lover will tell you there is no snooze 
button on a cat that wants breakfast.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com
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 HERE ARE TIMES, when moiling 
among the detritus of the past, that 
an historian feels a faint tug of his 

sleeve as a quavering voice from the 
grave whispers, “Do me.”

It happened in 1995, when rummag-
ing through an antique shop in Marshall. 
I was drawn to a volume bound in brown 
cloth labeled “Autobiography of Benja-
min Hallowell.” A Quaker minister, Hal-
lowell, I soon learned, had been a college 
president in Virginia. Robert E. Lee had 
studied under him.

But what actually convinced me to 
purchase the book was the inscription 
written in a shaky hand on the flyleaf: 
“Willie Merritt. From my beloved Hus-
band’s Library — he always felt a great 
interest in thee dear boy, and I want thou 
should have something that was his, 
and have selected this autobiography 
of a good man, whom he loved and re-
spected. In love. Sarah E. Hussey. Battle 
Creek. Jan. 24th 1889.”

The Merritt name I remembered as 
that of a prominent Battle Creek family 

of Quaker pioneer farmers and entrepre-
neurs. William Guest Merritt, the grand-
son of one of Battle Creek’s founders 
who had emigrated there from New York 
State in 1835, was 18 years old in 1889. I 
immediately recognized Sarah Hussey as 
the wife of Erastus Hussey, the famous 
Quaker conductor of Battle Creek’s sta-
tion on the Underground Railroad.

Intent on other projects, I ignored 
that faint tug of my sleeve and shelved 
the volume. But sometimes when I 
passed that shelf, I swear I heard a faint 
rustling of silken skirts and a ghostly 
whisper: “Write about me.”

Fast forward a dozen years when 
a long-time friend and proprietor of an 
antiquarian bookshop in Kalamazoo 
offered me a small pile of mostly beat up 
old volumes he had bought from a fam-
ily moving out of town. These were the 
residue of what he was unable to sell on 
eBay. He named a fair price, and I bought 
the lot after a cursory examination.

That evening I pored over my new 
acquisitions more closely. Of particular 
interest lay a leather-bound autograph 
book from the 1870s. Over the years I 
had looked through dozens of these sou-
venir pieces, hoping to find something of 
Michigan history interest, with no real 
success. This one had belonged to Eddie 
Wildman, who evidently traveled a good 
deal as there were inscriptions signed 
by friends and family in Massachusetts, 
Maine, Rhode Island, Illinois, Wiscon-
sin, Iowa, Colorado, and South Dakota, 
from the early 1870s to the 1890s.

Then I found it — three pages de-
voted to a 24-line poem reading in part:

“That o’er our ‘Free’ and ‘Happy’ land,
Oppression wields her iron sway
And waves her dark and loathsome wand
To cloud our country’s brightest day.”

The antislavery verses were signed 
“Sarah E. Hussey. Battle Creek. April 1st 
1878.” A notation in her hand noted that 
the poem had originally been written 
for the Liberty Press, an Abolitionist 
periodical published by her husband in 
Battle Creek until a slavery sympathizer 
set fire to the printing office and burned 
it to the ground in 1849.

The only other inscription signed 

“In the middle of the 

night a messenger

had arrived to inform 

Hussey that the

fugitives would arrive 

two hours later.” 

T

Sarah Hussey in 1877.

The Husseys
of Battle Creek
By Larry Massie
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A law firm focusing on estate 
planning, estate settlement, and 
the transfer of wealth.

211 East Water Street, Suite 401 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

by someone from Michigan occurs near 
the back of the book and is written 
upside-down on the page. There, on June 
5, 1877, Erastus Hussey himself had 
scrawled out the philosophy that had 
guided him through his long life of fight-
ing oppression:

“Follow closely the teachings of the 
Divine light that God has implanted in 
thy soul as a guide to all thy actions and 
thy happiness will be ensured.

Plant thy standard of Reform on the 
highest plain of Truth, Justice and Hu-
man Rights and God will enable thee to 
overcome all opposition.

Always do right according to the 
truth made manifest in thy understand-
ing and leave the consequences to the 
power that controls all things.

‘Rather stand up assured with con-
scious pride.

Alone, than err with millions on 
thy side.’

 he tug from the past had become 
an irresistible push. Born in Cayuga 
County, New York, on December 5, 

1800, Hussey spent his childhood on a 
farm on the east shore of the big “finger 
lake” named Cayuga. He received little 
in the way of formal education, but read 
as many books as he could lay his hands 

on. As a teenager, he taught school in 
the winter and farmed the rest of the 
year. Having saved up $250, in 1824, like 
many another western New Yorker of 
his generation, he set off for Michigania. 
Walking to Buffalo, Hussey boarded the 
Independence, then the only steamship 
on Lake Erie, and landed in Detroit on 
September 25, 1824. After exploring the 
territory for two weeks, he returned to 
Detroit and bought 160 acres in what 
would become Plymouth Township, 
Wayne County.

In 1827, Hussey returned to Cayuga 
County to marry 19-year-old Sarah Eddy 
Bowen. He brought her to the primitive 
log cabin on their homestead. They sur-
vived a bout of the “ague,” as Michigan 
pioneers called mosquito-borne malaria, 
built a better log dwelling, and in Janu-
ary of 1828 Sarah gave birth to their only 
child, Susan.

In 1836, Hussey sold the Wayne 
County farm at a handsome profit and, 
following a tour of the east, he cast his 
lot with Battle Creek in 1838. He first 

The autograph album.

T
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manufactured shoes and boots, but a 
year later he opened up a dry-goods 
store. Active in the political arena, 
Hussey promoted numerous reforms. 
He became one of the first to campaign 
for a high school supported by a general 
tax in Battle Creek. He served as town 
clerk for three terms, and in 1849 he 
became one of only five candidates run-
ning under the banner of the short-lived 
Liberty Party to win election to the 
Michigan House of Representatives. In 
1854, Hussey helped found the Repub-
lican Party in Jackson, and that fall he 
was elected to the state senate. The fol-
lowing year he introduced the “personal 
liberty bill,” which narrowly passed the 
state house and senate and outlawed the 
seizure of fugitive slaves in Michigan.

In the 1820s, Levi Coffin, a Quaker 
from Cincinnati, had become involved 
in a highly secret system for assisting 
runaway slaves to reach freedom in 
Canada. Largely manned by Quakers, 

courageous stalwarts of the Abolition-
ist Movement, it became known as the 
Underground Railroad. In 1840, Coffin 

and others sought to better organize 
the route through Michigan, which 
led to Detroit, the primary entrance to 
Canada. Across the Detroit River, east of 
Windsor, in fact, a number of runaway 
slave colonies had sprung up.

John Cross, from Indiana, asked 
Hussey, then one of only six antislavery 
advocates in Battle Creek, to become 
station master there. He readily agreed, 
and a month later the first runaways 
appeared at his store and living quarters 
on Main Street. Hussey described how 
the Underground Railroad functioned 
during an interview in 1885:

“Our work was conducted with the 
greatest secrecy. After crossing the Ohio 
River, the fugitives separated, but came 
together on the main line and were 
conducted through Indiana and Michi-
gan. Stations were established every 
fifteen or sixteen miles. The slaves were 
secreted in the woods, barns and cellars 
during the daytime and carried through 
in the night. All traveling was done in 
the dark. The station keepers received 
no pay … It was all out of sympathy for 
the escaped slaves and from principle. 
We were working for humanity.”

Two branches of the Underground 
Railroad traversed Michigan. The short-
est ran from Adrian to Detroit, but the 
most heavily traveled route began in 
the Quaker settlement near Cassopo-
lis and then stretched across the state 
with stations in Schoolcraft, Climax, 
Battle Creek, Marshall, Albion, Parma, 
Jackson, Michigan Center, Leoni, Grass 
Lake, Francisco, Dexter, Scio, Ann 

Hey! All I want to do is talk to a real person!
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Erastus Hussey in 1877.

Runaway slaves.

Massie
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Arbor, Geddes, Ypsilanti, Plymouth, 
Swartzburg and Detroit.

Awakened in the night by a rap on 
the door and the whispered passwords: 
“Can you give shelter and protection to 
one or more persons?” Erastus, Sarah 
and daughter Susan would hustle a 
band of frightened fugitives inside, 
provide food and drink, mend their 
torn garments, and hide them — until 
under cover of darkness the following 
night, Hussey drove the runaways in his 
wagon to the station in Marshall.

They usually arrived in small 
groups of less than four, but the 
Husseys never forgot the excitement 
during a night in 1847 when 45 fugi-
tives arrived at once. A raid by Ken-
tucky slave owners upon the Quaker 
settlement in Cass County had caused 
all resident runaway slaves to flee 
at once. In the middle of the night 
a messenger had arrived to inform 
Hussey that the fugitives would arrive 
two hours later. “What to do I did not 
know,” Hussey recalled, and Sarah was 
sick in bed. He quickly conferred with 
three other Battle Creek Abolitionists, 
and they secured the use of an unoccu-
pied dwelling, rustled up a sack of flour, 
potatoes and pork and were ready when:

“We heard them coming over the 
West Main Street Bridge. Everybody had 
heard of their coming and every man, 
woman and child in the city was upon 
the street and it looked as if a circus was 
coming to town. It was a lovely moon-
light night. There were nine white men 
with them who acted as guards. Ahead 
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of them rode Zachariah Shugart, the 
old Quaker, with his broad-brimmed 
white hat and mounted on a fi ne horse. 
He met me in front of my house and 
shook hands with me. I told him of my 
arrangements. He took off his white hat 
and with a military air and voice said: 
“Right about face!” They all about-faced 
and marched down to the house and 
took possession. The next morning the 
majority of them went on to Canada, 
but a few remained, who became hon-
ored citizens and well-known.”

    espite attempts at secrecy, it 
      eventually became common 
     knowledge in the slave states that 

Battle Creek was a major station on the 
Underground Railroad. Hussey “expect-
ed every day to be arrested.” One day he 
received word that 30 armed men were 
on their way to capture the slaves in 
Battle Creek. Hussey had 500 broadsides 
printed up, stating that “we were pre-
pared to meet them, and advised them to 
stay away.” At Niles the southerners read 
one of the bills and turned back.

From 1840 to about 1855, the 
Husseys quartered and guided to safety 
more than 1,000 runaway slaves.

Erastus Hussey died at the age of 88, 
and three days later his widow presented 
young Willie Merritt with the keep-
sake volume from his library. Ten years 
later Sarah joined her husband in Battle 
Creek’s Oak Hill Cemetery. Merritt died 
in 1950 at the age of 80 and is buried not 
far from the Husseys.

The sketch of the Husseys’ lives 
in the 1904 Biographical Review of 
Calhoun County concludes with a fi tting 
tribute: “The world is the better for their 
having lived. Who can measure their 
infl uence or gauge the good which they 
wrought! Their memory remains as a 
blessed benediction to those who knew 
them and to all who live after them will 
the fruits of their labor be apparent.”

And more than a century later, Eras-
tus and Sarah continue to speak through 
a fl yleaf inscription and the pages of an 
old autograph album.

Massie

D
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              hether it was flying private air
          planes all over the country, trouble 
      shooting solutions to manufacturers’ 
knotty problems, turning sales trips into 
little adventures, or his current hobby of 
flying radio-controlled model airplanes as 
a member of the River Oaks Aero Model-
ers Club of Kalamazoo, Mattawan’s Fred 
Marion has had his eyes focused on one 
thing — having fun!

“I’ve had an interesting life. If it 
looked like it was fun and it wasn’t illegal 
or terribly immoral, I probably did it two 
or three times,” Marion says.

“I liked fun right from the start,” 
Marion, 78, a retired mechanical engineer, 
says. “I liked working with things and 
building things — building things with 
my hands — and that’s basically what my 
engineering background has been.”

Much of his career was as a trouble-
shooter helping industrial manufactur-
ers cope with engineering problems. “I 
converted arm-waving and yelling into 
reality,” he says.

But airplanes — big, full-size ones 
and models — have played a very large 
part in Marion’s life and, of course, in-
creased the fun factor.

“I started building airplanes during 
the Second World War, probably about 
1943,” he says. He was a high school stu-
dent in Van Nuys, Calif., at the time.

“It was strictly stick-and-tissue, 
rubber-powered airplanes. I never, ever 
had much success flying them,” he 
laughed. Then one day in a local dime 
store contest, he entered a scale-model 
Grumman Avenger. “I built it and doped 

(painted) it up and had it in camouflage,” 
he remembers. The dime store sold the 
model airplane kits, and if you won the 
competition, you’d get another kit for free. 
Marion’s Avenger was the top model — 
and he won another airplane kit. “It was a 
Spitfire,” he recalls. ”I don’t know if I ever 
built it or not.”

He soon moved on to bigger models.
“When I was in high school, U-

control had started to become popular, 
and I built a pretty good-sized airplane 
that was U-control,” Marion says. The 
engine-powered plane was tethered by 50-
foot wires connected to a control handle 
so the plane could fly in a 100-foot circle. 
It was somewhat maneuverable. The con-
troller had a handle to make the elevators 
go up and down.

Marion says that aspect of the hobby 

is still popular today, and many people 
still fly U-control airplanes.

By the time he was flying U-control 
planes, Marion’s family had returned to 
Kalamazoo.

“I went through grade schools in a 
couple of different places in California,” 
Marion says. “I was born in Detroit, and 
my parents had moved out to California. 
The doctor told my mother that my sister 
had sinus problems and I had asthma and 
we’d be better off in California. So in 1937, 
they sold almost everything they had and 
loaded the rest and took a 1937 Dodge 
and drove out to California.

“They’d never been out there and that 
was quite an adventure. And then when 
we came back to Kalamazoo at the end of 
the Second World War, I finished at State 
High (Western Michigan College’s High 

Fred Marion displays his big blue plane that he has flown and revamped.
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School) and then went to the University 
of Detroit.”

At U of D he studied mechanical en-
gineering. “And that’s mainly because my 
father wanted for me to be an engineer. 
I’m not sure it was what I would have 
chosen … I’m not sure that’s what I would 
have done. I know I was good at drafting; 
I know I was good at math; I took four 
years of math in high school.”

After he earned his degree, Marion 
went to work for his father in his busi-
ness, the Gilbert J. Marion Co., and later 
went to work for Haptmann Corp., where, 
in positions at both companies, he trav-
eled a lot, saying that going all over the 

country fed his appetite for adventure.
“So somewhere along the line when 

I was working at Haptmann, I took flying 
lessons. I went out and flew a (Cessna) 
150 and soloed that. I joined a club that 
had four airplanes — a 150-two-place; a 
172, which was four-place; the Skylane, 
which was four-place and a more power-
ful airplane; and they also had a retract-
able landing gear (Beechcraft) Bonanza. 
And so I flew with my family. It was less 
expensive to take trips and vacations in 
the airplane than it was to drive.” 

Flying all over the country wasn’t 
always a piece of cake.

“I’ve had a few near misses so that I 

think I’ve pushed my luck pretty much,” 
Marion says. “I never crashed, but I came 
within nearly 50 feet of dying one time. 
I was on my way back from Hamilton, 
Ohio, and passed over the Ft. Wayne 
airport. I was at 3,500 feet and their clear-
control zone was 2,000, so I was clear, but 
not by much.

“So I called Ft. Wayne air flight 
control, established radar contact and 
asked him to give me traffic. That’s just 
a standard procedure. And I never heard 
a word.

“Then I looked up and a twin-engine 
airplane passed 50 feet over me going the 
exact opposite direction. We were so close 

Dan Myer makes pre-flight adjustments to his bright yellow Piper Cub model at River Oaks flying field. Then, after a safe landing, he spends a few minutes reviewing 
the flight with River Oaks Aero Modelers Club president Mel Wassemiller.
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FREE
General Admission

OPEN DAILY

FREE
General Admission

OPEN DAILY

Kalamazoo Valley 
Museum presents

October & 
Early November 
Events For Adults 
Sunday Documentaries 
Sunday, 10/7 - Free
1:30 pm Tornado Glory:  

 Experience the Real Chase

3:00 pm A History of Greek  
 Accomplishments

4:00 pm design: e2 – The Green Apple

Music At The Museum
Eclectic music in a great venue. 
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m., $5 
10/11 - Twilight Hotel (Winnipeg) 
11/8 - Susan Harrison

Film Movement Series
10/18 – Madeinusa (Peru, 2006) 

Sunday, 11/4 - Free
1:30 pm Memories of Kalamazoo’s 1980  

 Tornado from Channel 3 News

3:00 pm Ancient Pueblo People:  
 The Anasazi  

4:00 pm design: e2 – The Green Machine 

Michigan Festival of  
Sacred Music - Free
11/8 - 1:30 pm - Film: The Mystery of Love 
11/9 - Noon - Concert: Sacred Flute 
11/9 - 1:30 pm - Film: Carpati: 50 Miles,  
              50 Years 
11/10 - 1:30 - Film: TBA

Sunday, 11/18 - Free
1:30 pm The Storm: Hurricane Katrina

3:00 pm The Greek City-State  
 and Democracy

4:00 pm design: e2 – Gray to Green  

Sunday, 10/21 - Free
3:00 pm Ancient Britain: Stonehenge to  

 Celtic Iron Hill Forts

4:00 pm design: e2 - Green for All 

I could see that the guy had brown hair 
and was wearing a white shirt. He didn’t 
see me. He was just above me and was do-
ing something in the cockpit. I know he 
never saw me. So I called Ft. Wayne and 
asked again if they had traffi c for me, and 
he said, ‘You’re at 350 feet.’ I said ‘No I’m 
at 3,500 feet!’ 

“And I had an alternator quit fi ve 
miles out in the Pacifi c Ocean after fl ying 
out of San Diego in a rainstorm.

“But the one that would have been 
a little spectacular was when I had my 
ex-wife and another couple in the Skylane 
landing at Nashville, Tenn., at night with a 
load of ice on the airplane in bad weather. I 
got disoriented, and if it hadn’t been for an 
air traffi c controller who gave me a steer, 
I would have crashed. What I thought I 
saw as airport runway lights were actually 
headlights on the highway nearby.”

Those close calls didn’t stop Marion 
from fl ying. It is part of the game. But 
fi nances were another matter, and fl ying 
was getting more and more expensive. 
Plus his second wife, Shirley, bravely said 
she liked fl ying, but he could tell she re-
ally didn’t.

And there was more. “It got to where 
there wasn’t much else you could do,” 
Marion says. “I fl ew in bad weather. I’d 
done aerobatics — went out to roll, spin, 
do all that stuff. And I had no interest in 
becoming an instructor.” And his kids 
weren’t very interested in the model 
planes he had enjoyed as a youngster, so 
for a while Marion turned to sports cars. 

Like many sports-car enthusiasts, 
Marion joined a club and ran rallies. 
These competitive events required run-
ning over a pre-determined course. The 
two-person team — driver and navigator 
— who fi gured out the route and drove 
closest to the pre-set time for traveling it, 
won the top prize. “I got a ton of tro-
phies,” Marion says. 

“Then from there, I went into boats,” 
he continues. “I started fi shing, and we 
went out on Lake Michigan. We’d go out 

and sit in the channel and watch all these 
boats come out, so I thought I ought to do 
that; so I went out and bought a 23-foot 
Slickcraft. I never went into anything half-
heartedly, so we got some down-riggers 
and rods and reels and got started. We 
pulled 40- and 50-pound salmon out of 

Before taking his new Mini Funtana on a fl ight, Jim Oliver explains some of the details to two of his 
fellow club members.
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1050 E. Michigan Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI  49048

(269) 382-0114 phone
(269) 382-0978 fax

Visit our Web site at www.winshipcabinetry.com
Showroom available by appointment

Handmade 
cabinets and 
furniture created 
& crafted in 
Kalamazoo, MI.  

Kitchens, Baths, 
Libraries, Media 
Rooms, Built-ins, 
Custom Furniture.

Lake Michigan.” 
This was about 1990.
“Then we went to Florida and started 

fishing down there,” Marion says. I had a 
22-foot open console boat. We fished off 
of Sarasota in the Gulf.” 

Then came a chance for Marion to 
become manufacturer’s rep for a Grand 
Rapids firm and, like many manufactur-
ers reps, he finally moved into manu-
facturing himself. Soon, he had his own 
business — Engineered Conveyors. “I 
was building my own conveyors and was 
welding and doing all sorts of stuff.” 

After about 10 years, Marion moved 
into contract engineering. “We’d go out 
three-to-six months at a time and work in 
a company and work on their engineer-
ing projects,” Marion says. “I worked at 
all different companies around western 
Michigan — Eaton out at Galesburg, Post 
at Battle Creek, Haworth in Holland, 
National Waterlift in Kalamazoo. I also 
worked for J.R. Richards as a plant man-
ager for a couple of years.”

      hen, about eight years ago, Marion 
   returned to model airplanes. “I’d  al-
ways been intrigued by radio-controlled 
airplanes, but it was too expensive while 
the kids were growing up,” Marion says. 
“The airplanes were big and bulky and 
cumbersome.” He remembers the Good 
brothers at Kalamazoo College who were 
among the radio-controlled model-air-
craft pioneers.

“But then electric motors came out. 
That started in Europe, and basically it 
was a noise-control thing. People com-
plained about them.

After working all night on his Mini Funtana, 
club vice president Jim Oliver shows off his 
handy work.
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Everyone’s favorite Paint and Wallpaper Store 
Since 1943.

344-2860
231 W. Cedar St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

www.douglasandson.com

■ ■ ■

■

       My daughter was 
15 when she took her life.
  Now I work with the 
2-1-1/Help Line so people
            know where 
            to get help.

Dial 2-1-1 for free 24-hour health and human service information, 
referral and crisis intervention in Kalamazoo County.

www.KalamazooUnitedWay.org

  

To learn more, please visit

“Germany started it. Now there’s 
enough interest in it that manufacturers 
are providing lighter, higher-powered mo-
tors. There has been an advance in the bat-
teries. Now you can get a little battery that 
is a couple inches long and a couple inches 
wide that will run one of these airplanes 
for 10 or 15 minutes. I looked at that and 
said that’s something I can get into.”

Marion remembers that the older 
model airplane clubs were reluctant to 
take on the electrics. Then he met a man 
in Detroit. “He had a company called 
EFO — Electric Flight Only — and I 
decided I wanted to start a club out here 
that was electric. I got three or four guys 
to join the club, but finally it fell apart.”

But then another model airplane 
club vacated the flying field at River Oaks 
Park and the field was open. The River 
Oaks Aero Modelers approached Kalama-
zoo County officials and the Kalamazoo 
County Parks Commission OK’d the use 
of the field to the club.

Members of the club are careful 
about what models can be flown. “They 
can fly glo-plugs, they can fly electric, but 
they can’t fly gasoline,” Marion says. “The 
airplanes can be no more than 10 pounds; 
and they can’t be over 95 decibels.” 

It’s important to watch your head 
at an Aero Modelers meet. These model 
airplanes are beautiful, but they’re like a 
guided missile. “You get an airplane that 
weighs 15 pounds and it’s got a 16-inch 
wooden propeller swinging on it and 
about a horse-and-a-half motor and it’s 
lethal,” Marion says. 

So the River Oaks Aero Modelers 
planes are smaller, lighter and a little 
harder to fly — but that hasn’t cut down 
on the fun.

And, if you are a pilot and a me-
chanical engineer to boot, you are always 
thinking about modifications that will 
make your craft a little bit airworthy and 
speedy. 

“Well, it’s the satisfaction of seeing 
that something you did yourself will fly.  
And with the kits that I buy, I often don’t 
build them the way somebody else de-
signed them,” he says.

Marion
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Marion has also noticed changes 
in the hobby’s industry. “The model 
airplane industry, in order to get some 
volume going, started building ARF — 
All Ready to Fly models. You can go out 
to a hobby store, and for $200 or $300 
you can walk out of a store with every-
thing you need to fly the airplane, except 
you don’t know how to fly it — and they 
politely don’t tell people about that.

“There’s a skill factor to it,” Marion 
insists. “It’s like learning how to fish. You 
don’t just go out and throw a hook into 
the lake. You got to figure out where the 
fish are and what they’re going to eat and 
how to present the bait and how they’re 
going to deal with it.”

That’s where the Aero Modelers 
come in. They’ve all crashed, pondered 
and rebuilt. And their airplanes soar into 
the evening sun, riding the wind to exalt 
in loop-the-loops, barrel rolls, take-offs 
and landings — and being a great bunch 
of guys, they quickly share their knowl-
edge with newcomers. 

For Fred Marion, it is a tremendous 
stimulant that fuels retirement. “I guess 
that to my complex, warped brain, that’s 
the fun of it,” he says smiling. “It’s a mind 
game. It’s keeping your mind more active.

“The payoff for me,” Marion says, “is 
building airplanes and building the club. 
There’s a lot of satisfaction in that.”

As club secretary, Fred Marion takes minutes 
during a business meeting conducted at the 
River Oaks flying field.

Her feet pad past my own at night
as she searches for a sleeping spot
that’s welcome, warm, just feels right.
A rescued cat, abused, she’s not
easy to love yet. Though it’s August hot
she wants to curl up close, but her senses
can’t relax into this mattress, her dream plot:
arms that she can fall into defenseless.

Like her, my hand rehearsed the practiced light
touch on my step-folks’ door, knot
of longing to be held, slowly, slight
movement as I slipped into that bed, a pot
of bones looking for some fat. A cot
in their room was not the same. Fences
of sorrow separated me from what I’d forgot:
arms that I could fall into defenseless.

It might take weeks or months to fight
the lonely fears this cat has brought.
She presses walls for comfort, tight
as paint. That she’s survived says a lot
about her valiant nature.  At first I’d jot
her progress, but now just watch her tense
at desk and chair creaks, her eyes dot
the dark for arms that she can fall into defenseless.

Some of us are born to love and some are shot
into the world alone. This beautiful tense
cat clinging to my sheet’s been caught
by arms that she can fall into defenseless.

  By Elizabeth Kerlikowske

“Cat Ballade” is written in the French ballade form.  The cat in the poem came from 
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue. Elizabeth is president of Friends of Poetry and an instructor 
at Kellogg Community College. She recently received her doctorate in English. 
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By 1913, Kalamazoo was dense 
with houses, office buildings, and 
factories that were sometimes 

interspersed with celery farming. The city 
needed to expand. So, over time, the city’s 
higher elevation properties were being 
developed west, south, and east of down-
town. Frank Henderson had foreseen this 
“migration to the hills” in 1888 by devel-
oping Henderson Castle and Henderson 
Park on West Main Street. 

A Kalamazoo Gazette article ob-
served, “Perhaps the finest of the hill 
residential sections is Parkwood.” This 
referred to an area formerly called Win-
slow’s Woods, “a favorite spot for gather-
ing wild flowers,” located on the west side 
of today’s S. Westnedge Avenue, roughly 
from Maple Street to Inkster Avenue. 
What used to be called Winslow’s Woods 
and then Parkwood is today’s West-
nedge Hill (or “the Hill” in this article), a 
middle- to upper-middle-class residential 
area located less than a mile south of 
downtown. This article focuses on 1913 
and the years leading up to it — the era 

when Westnedge Hill became an identifi-
able part of Kalamazoo.   

Westnedge Avenue — thus named 
in 1920 — was in 1913 still known as 
West Street, South West Street, or the 
Road to Schoolcraft. The latter was once 
a plank road, built in the early 1850s, 
that followed today’s route of Oakland 
Drive, Shaver Road, S. Westnedge Avenue, 
Milham Avenue, Lovers Lane, and then 
Portage Road to downtown. In the 1890s, 
the Hill’s top 30 feet were removed — and 
West Street straightened — to make its 
ascent easier.

In 1913, the Kalamazoo Improve-
ment Company — Harry den Bleyker, 
James Grant, Herbert W. Parker, and 
Glenn L. Shipman — published a market-
ing brochure entitled “Parkwood.” It 
urged buyers to “Act quickly!” and said, 
in language both boosterish and lyri-
cal, that it was high time for people with 
means, and who valued their health, to 
escape Kalamazoo’s “crowded, congested, 
tenement district” and help rejuvenate 
“civic pride.” They needed to “move up” 

to green, tree-lined Parkwood, a mere 
10-minute streetcar ride from downtown. 
The Company had invested $40,000 
developing Parkwood’s 100 lots — each 
typically 75 feet wide and 200–300 feet 
deep — which sold for $250–$500 each. 
By the 1920s, Hill home building was 
booming. Paulus Lightvoet, father of Bill 
Lightvoet, who still lives at 2220 S. Rose 
St., built four Parkwood houses, including 
the 1927 “electric house” — named for its 
high-tech wiring— at 224 Parkwood Dr. 

What was the world like in 1913? 
Woodrow Wilson became president that 
year; 72 people, mostly children, died 
in the Calumet, Mich., Christmas Day 
tragedy at Calumet’s Italian Hall; the 1st 
Balkan War ended with Bulgaria’s capture 
of Adrianople; and late Edwardian fashion 
reigned — think of Kate Winslet in the 
1997 movie “Titanic.” The city, according 
to Polks 1913 Kalamazoo City Directory, 
had 47,529 residents, 22 miles of electric 
streetcar lines, 36 policemen, and 45,000 
library books. Its celery and peppermint 
production were paramount. It possessed 

The Hill Takes Shape
Often hard to imagine Kalamazoo any other way, reflections of its 
growth and development remind us of the city’s progress.

Left: Harry den Bleyker of Kalamazoo, ca 1895.

Right: Lucia E. Clark den Bleyker, ca 1900.

Below: The den Bleyker house on
West Street near the crest of the hill.
Today it is 2524 S. Westnedge Ave.

Photo: Courtesy Kalamazoo Public Library Photo: Courtesy Kalamazoo Public Library Photo: Courtesy Lucia Iafrate

By Michael Reed
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an astonishing 232 factories, including 
one making 1,000 corsets daily. There 
were 12 paper mills. According to the 
city directory, the most common occupa-
tions were student, clerk, machinist, and 
laborer. 

Parkwood was just the first step 
transforming the Hill, which in 1913 was 
still farms, orchards, and woodlands. A 
subdivision called Sunset Park — the 
old William Shakespeare farm — was 
developed by George Steers’s Kalamazoo 
Land Co., which also built, to the east, 
Sunrise Heights, the site of the old Burt 
farm. Crane Heights, adjacent to Crane 
Park, was the work of the Crane Heights 
Realty Co. 

However, the rural Hill was bordered 
down to the east by that old, industrial 
thoroughfare, S. Burdick Street, which 
had served paper factories for 45 years. 
Today, a sample of 44 houses on S. Bur-
dick Street shows that their average year 
of construction was 1908. By comparison, 
54 Hill houses on S. Westnedge Avenue 
were constructed, on average, in 1924.

An 1873 map shows who lived 
and worked on or near the Hill. 
Merrill & McCourtie — abbrevi-

ated as M. & McC. — was then a com-
mon phrase. David Merrill and William 
McCourtie started in the winter-wheat 
flour-milling business in 1858. By 1876, 
they owned three flour mills in Kalama-
zoo that produced 600 barrels daily, most 
of their product shipped to New England. 
Their property included land approxi-
mately where today’s WWMT TV station 
is located.

Riley Ambrose Axtell farmed Hill 

land near Parkwood. He was also a 
medical doctor who responded to the 
1850 cholera outbreak among Paulus den 
Bleyker’s Dutch immigrant party. Two 
of Riley’s children — Lucien, 83, and 
Sylvester, 76 — were featured in a 1937 
Gazette article entitled “Brothers Check 
100-Year Kalamazoo Family History.” It 
states; “The old Axtell farm is (still) going 
and is now identified on city plats as the 
Wheaton, the Merrill and McCourtie, and 
the Seeley additions.” 

James Brewer Cobb, age 31, came 
to Kalamazoo in March 1854 with his 
younger brother William. They bought a 
large farm south of the Nash sawmill that 
became the site of the Kalamazoo Paper 
Co. This land was previously owned 
by Israel Kellogg, who supervised the 
building of the Michigan Asylum for the 
Insane.

John M. Shoudy came to Kalamazoo 
in 1871 and bought a 200-acre tract of 
land, the old Smith farm, south of Cork 
Street. A Kalamazoo Gazette article docu-
ments a rare, first-hand account of a social 
event that occurred there in October 1887: 
“Mr. and Mrs. John M. Shoudy celebrated 
their golden wedding at their home just 
south of the city Tuesday, and at the same 
time their twin daughters, Mrs. A.W. 
Rowley and Mrs. C.A. Babcock, celebrated 
their silver wedding ... After a substantial 
and bountiful feast had been disposed 
of to the satisfaction of all, a member of 
the family announced that ‘a ladie of ye 
olden time would read a little rhyme and 
present such facts as (were) able while the 
companie remained around the table.’ She 
appeared attired in a quaint poke bonnet 
trimmed with fresh flowers ...” 

William M. Burt owned an 80-acre 
Hill farm. In 1870 he built the Italian-
ate house still standing today at 2513 S. 
Westnedge Ave. In June 1893, he sold 40 
acres — part of the old Heydenburk farm 
— to Attorney Edward A. Crane at $200 
per acre. The next year, that lawyer built 
the Crane House on Crane Avenue. 

In 1875, George Steers Sr. came to 
Kalamazoo to farm and sell wood, ice, 
and coal. In 1904 he organized the Kala-
mazoo Ice & Fuel Co. and helped Harry 
den Bleyker procure and donate land to 
build Bronson Boulevard. His son, George 
Jr., founded the Kalamazoo Creamery Co. 
in 1936.

In 1910, Charles B. Hays — the 
omnipresent mayor, investor, and real-
tor — published his monthly “Hays’ 
Home Builder and Investor” that pro-
moted his South Side Improvement Co. 
and provided information about nearby 
employers, including the Bryant Paper 
Co. (750 employees), the Michigan Buggy 
Co. (600), the King Paper Co. (375), the 
Monarch Paper Co. (250), and Kalamazoo 
Railway Supply (150).

A 1913 map shows the Shakespeare 
Park subdivision lying adjacent to Park-
wood. William H. Shakespeare came to 
Kalamazoo from Paris, Ohio. At 17 he be-
came what is believed to be one of Michi-
gan’s youngest Civil War soldiers. Later, 
he earned a law degree and became “part 
owner of the Shakespeare and (Steers) ad-
ditions to the city of Kalamazoo on South 

Midvale Terrace and Bronson Boulevard, Kalamazoo, 1912.

Construction of the Kalamazoo Country Club’s 
first year-round club house.

Photo: Courtesy Kalamazoo Valley Museum

Photo: Courtesy WMU Archives
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Westnedge Hill

West Street.” A son, William Shakespeare 
Jr., started the William Shakespeare, Jr. 
Co. in 1897 upon receipt of an 1896 patent 
for the Shakespeare Reel, Style C, which 
revolutionized sports fishing by winding 
the line evenly back onto the spool. 

By 1902 the Shakespeare firm had 
13 employees, including Walter E. 
Marhoff, the maternal grandfather 

of Bill Cox, age 80, who lives in Kala-
mazoo today. Walter invented the 1903 
“Shakespeare-Marhoff Harmonic Click 

If Bronson Boulevard was the elite 
end of the spectrum, the other end 
was inside the hot, dirty, danger-

ous Monarch Paper Mill. Old photos 
show barefoot employees looking like 
Huck Finn, wide-eyed and vulnerable. 
Recall that, in 1913, American men’s 
life expectancy was 50.3 years, with 
women’s at 55.0. Hard labor, infectious 
diseases, multiple childbirths (with 
high infant mortality), and poor nutri-
tion wore out working class people. 

Burdick Street paralleled both 
the Lake Shore & Michigan South-
ern Railroad and Portage Creek and 
connected downtown with the Bryant 
Paper Mill on Alcott Street and, far-
ther south, the Kalamazoo (and, later, 
Monarch) Paper Mill on St. James 
Street, which was officially renamed 
Cork Street — the moniker preferred 
by laborers from County Cork, Ire-
land — in 1931 to avoid the “endless 
confusion” of two names. 

The earliest paper mill, the Ka-
lamazoo Paper Company, was started 
by Jeremiah Woodbury, Allen Potter, 
and B.F. Lyon in 1866, two miles 
south of downtown. They invested 
$80,000, partly in high-speed turbine 
wheels generating 100 horsepower. 
The mill produced 12 tons of paper 
weekly. A photo from that era shows 
the mill — it must be after the 1872 
fire because most buildings are now 
brick — surrounded by country-
side, S. Burdick Street, and distant 
stretches of uncut timber on what 
became Westnedge Hill. William W. 
Allcott supervised construction of the 
mill dam on Portage Creek. Samuel 

Gibson joined the firm in 1868 as mill 
superintendent and helped train many 
men who would establish other paper 
mills in and around Kalamazoo for 
decades to come. For 30 years it was the 
valley’s only paper mill.

As raw material, the mill used 
“bleached straw,” plus rags and waste-
paper. The resulting “straw-paper” — 
coarse, heavy, and dark brown — was 
used for wrapping, “from sugar to 
nails.” One old local settler said, “I’ve 
seen many huge cart loads of straw be-
ing drawn by ox-teams through town to 
the old ‘straw-mill.’” Early on, 20 men, 
15 women, and three children worked 
there; by 1880, there were nearly 100 
employees. Late that decade, Irish work-
ers arrived from Wabash, Ind., which 
prompted the Catholic Church in 1890 
to build St. James Chapel near today’s 
Cork Lane Shopping Center. The chapel 
closed in 1904. In 1906, the Monarch 
Paper Co. took over the mill, while the 
nearby Bryant Paper Mill had opened in 
1895. 

Paper requires cellulose. For centu-
ries this had come from cotton or linen 
rag, but after 1850 straw, cornhusks, or 
pulpwood timber — often poplar, aspen, 
and spruce in Michigan — were often 
used. The raw material was converted 
into a watery pulp — the “stuff” that was 
spread out, pressed, dried, and finished. 
Paper formed when the cellulose fibers 
chemically adhered to one another. Two 
machines, among many others, were 
used: the Holland Beater (invented in the 
17th century) — or “rag engine,” which 
pulverized rags and mixed them with 
water to form a slurry pulp — and the 

Down the Hill at the Mills
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and Graduated Drag Reel,” which elimi-
nated backlash. He died of tuberculosis 
on October 25, 1908, in the 723 Forest St. 
house he built. 

Local resident Bill Cox described 
how he grew up in this same house 

down the street from Reenders Dairy — 
which, in the 1930s, was still sending 
Leonard Linders out in a horse-drawn 
wagon to deliver milk to the Hill. Start-
ing in 1932, Cox attended the Train-
ing School on nearby Prospect Hill at 

Western State Normal School. Cox said 
The Great Depression never seemed 
that awful; people got by OK. His father 
worked for the Michigan Buggy Com-
pany off Lane Boulevard. Cox became 
an IBM engineer and returned to

Fourdrinier that was, by 1900, enormous 
in size — up to 375 feet long, 186 inches 
wide, and 1,200 tons in weight. It could 

produce up to 650 feet of paper per min-
ute and required 5–7 operators. 

What did workers do in a paper 
mill? The 1913 City Directory identifies 
78 Monarch employees — 24 females 
and 64 males — out of 250 total. 
The most common occupations were 
sorter (10 females), machine opera-
tor (6 females and 3 males), machine 
tender (7 males), counter (1 female and 
4 females), calenderman (3 females 
and 1 male), foreman (4 males), cutter 
(1 female and 3 males), and beaterman 
(3 males). Sorters were women who 
removed buttons and separated the 
rags into grades. Female cutters sliced 
rags into 4” squares. The beaterman, 
usually a man, ran the rag engine and 
supervised all sorting room staff. The 
calenderman operated two large rollers, 
or calenders, to press finished paper. 

Names can help humanize anony-
mous people: Daisy L. Bailey (sorter); 
Delevan Brink (beaterman); J. Herman 
Bushouse (engineer); Cornelius Col-
lopy (machine operator); Kommer De 
Young (machine operator); William J. 
Goodheart (calenderman); Oliff Tap-
pan (calenderman); Elsie Triezenberg 
(sorter). About 18 percent of these 
employees lived at or near the mill, 
19 percent along Portage Street, and 
22 percent farther north. The larg-
est cluster, 33 percent, resided near S. 
Burdick and Alcott Streets — which was 
then Kalamazoo’s most heavily Dutch 
neighborhood, with much celery and 
flower production. Even today there’s a 
remnant pansy field, owned by Adrian 
Westrate, located behind 110-year-old 
houses just northwest of the intersec-
tion of Maple and S. Burdick Streets. 
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Bryant Paper Company, Kalamazoo, around 
1900.
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Kalamazoo with his wife in 1991. 
Cox’s story helped interconnect sev-

eral Hill families, whose stories are briefly 
told below:

Walter E. Marhoff was a son of Henry 
Marhoff who, in 1860, married Mary 
Belinda Heydenburk, the oldest child 
of Deacon Martin Heydenburk. Martin 
came to Kalamazoo in 1834 and bought 
200 acres on the Hill, which for years was 
known as Deacon or Heydenburk Hill. 
Cox said he used to go to Crane Park with 
friends to play tennis, sometimes walked 
down Dingley Road — previously called 
Shoudy Street and then, in 1980, Betsy-
Ann Place — to see the old Heydenburk 
House, which was unceremoniously razed 
in 1989.

During the 19th century, parcels 
of the Heydenburk property were sold. 
In 1863, Deborah B. Allcott bought land 
lying between today’s Inkster Avenue 
and Millview Street. In 1867, an 8-room, 
brick and frame structure, later called the 
Inkster House, was built there, where it 
remained until 1942 when it was razed 
by Leo VanLoo, a career postal worker 
and world traveler who died in Holland in 
1987 at the age of 99. The Inkster House 
was located on the northern bluff of Ink-
ster Avenue just east of Outlook Street. In 
1919–1920, it was used as a tuberculosis 
dispensary by Dr. Benjamin A. Shepard, 
who founded the Pine Crest Sanatorium 
in Oshtemo and lived at 3235 Crane Ave. 
until his 1945 death.

Deborah Allcott was married to 
William W. Allcott, an early settler who 
established the Allcott Mill, a steam-
powered flour mill on Portage Creek and 
Walbridge Mill Race on the site of today’s 
Alcott Street. A race was an artificial 
stream built to channel water to provide 
power. That area used to be known as 
“Allcottville.” William also helped build 
the Kalamazoo Paper Co.

The Allcotts were early Kalamazoo 
Unitarians. One of their daughters mar-
ried Herman E. Hascall, a badly wound-
ed Civil War veteran and the cousin of 
Volney Hascall, a celebrated Kalamazoo 
journalist, who was the son of John 

Westnedge Hill
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The July 31, 1920, “Gazette” had this headline: “DEN 
BLEYKERS KILLED IN EAST WHEN CAR HITS TREE 
AT CURVE.” Three photos appear: Harry den Bleyker, 47, 
with high white collar, center-parted hair, and sharp nose; 
pretty Mrs. Lucia den Bleyker, 46, in a white gown and 
large, feathered hat; and sailor-suited son Clark, 7. The year 

before, they’d moved 
out of their old home on 
West Street — today’s 
2524 S. Westnedge — 
into a new Parkwood 
house on Springhill 
Drive.

On Friday, July 
30, they were driving 
from Massachusetts 
to Buffalo, N.Y. Thirty 
miles west of Roches-
ter, Harry took a sharp 
curve too fast and hit a 
tree. He and Lucia were 
thrown out, their necks 
broken. Clark had only 
minor scalp wounds.

(Continued on page 50)

A Split Second Recalled — 
87 Years Later

Young Clark den Bleyker, age 7, was 
orphaned when his parents were 
killed in an automobile accident in the 
eastern United States.
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Hascall, a lawyer who collaborated with Hiram Moore to 
invent the 1836 Moore-Hascall Combine that mowed, win-
nowed, and threshed grain, a breakthrough invention that, 
nevertheless, required 16 horses to pull.

In 1875, Robert Inkster, age 47 and just arrived in Kala-
mazoo, bought Deborah Allcott’s land and house. He was born 
in 1828 in the Shetland Islands. He spent 20 dynamic years in 
Detroit where he owned a sawmill, ran a post office, and dealt 
in real estate. Inkster Road in Detroit is named after him. On 
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This 1957 photo shows the Westnedge Motel just after completion.
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his 20 acres of the Hill, he cultivated 
fruit trees and a garden. The city direc-
tory listed his occupation as lumberman. 
He died in Kalamazoo in 1914, and after 
1916, his family sold the house to  
William H. Buell. 

Parkwood was just part of a larger 
scheme envisioned by Harry den Bleyker. 
In 1912, Bronson Boulevard was built 
through the “beautifully wooded glen” 
called Winslow’s Woods, in order to 
connect the new Kalamazoo Country 
Club with Crane Park and downtown. 
The Country Club was located on lake 
property purchased from Albert S. White 
for $12,000 in 1909. 

Parkwood was, in 1913, an emerg-
ing, exclusive residential area. Photos in 
the marketing brochure show plentiful 

Westnedge Hill

(Continued from page 49)

Harry was the grandson of 
Paulus den Bleyker, Kalamazoo’s 
first Dutch immigrant. One of 
Paulus’s children was John den 
Bleyker, Harry’s father, who mar-
ried Hana Amna Balch, daughter 
of local lawyer Nathaniel Balch. 
Harry grew up at the East Lawn 
family estate located north of to-
day’s E. Main Street. At age 25, he 
went adventuring to the Klondike. 
Back home later, he entered bank-
ing and married Lucia Clark of 
Peoria, Ill., in 1903. A decade later, 
he tackled Parkwood. 

The young orphaned Clark 
den Bleyker eventually moved to 
the Southwest and built pipe or-
gans. He returned to Kalamazoo in 
1941 and was associated with the 
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra 
until his death in 1998. He and his 
wife had three children — Robert 
and Charles den Bleyker, both of 
L.A., and Lucia (Iafrate) of Bois 
Blanc Island, Mich., the eldest. 

“Dad recalled the accident 
vividly,” Lucia wrote in a recent 
letter. “They were traveling from 
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USE: Trade Show and Webthe East Coast and were hurrying 
to get to a ferry on time. He re-
membered waking up in a farmer’s 
house near the crash site. The farm-
er’s wife had his head sticking out 
of a window with a wash pan under 
it to catch the blood so it wouldn’t 
get on anything in the house. That 
doctor told my father, mercifully, 
that his injuries were such he could 
damage his eyes in the sunlight, 
and he would have to bandage his 
eyes for a while. He then took my 
father home with him, passing the 
wreck on the way.”

About Clark’s childhood, 
Lucia said, “Dad was sent from 
pillar to post. He spent the school 
year with his Aunt Sarah (den 
Bleyker) and Uncle Will Van De-
man in Toledo and then Tucson. 
He mostly spent summers with 
his Uncle Walter and Aunt Marion 
at Gull Lake. One of the tragedies 
was (that) his Aunt Mary Clark 
wanted desperately to adopt him. 
But, since she was a spinster, it 
was determined that it would be 
inappropriate for a single woman 
to raise a boy alone. It was really a 
shame, because he adored her.”  

trees, landscaping, sidewalks, and newly 
paved roads — but most houses weren’t 
built yet. Parkwood appealed to Kalama-
zoo’s up-and-coming industrial, finan-
cial, and professional class — people 
who either didn’t own a stately home on 
South Street or who wanted something 
“modern.” 

But most citizens weren’t of this ilk. 
Many long-time Hill residents — the 
Allcotts, Inksters, Axtells — probably 
found Parkwood extravagant. They were 
“salt of the earth” people with rustic 
backgrounds. Certainly the muck celery 
farmers in Kalamazoo’s creek bottoms 
and the workers trudging to and from 
the factories knew of — and cared 
little — about Parkwood. It wasn’t their 
world. 
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Museums
Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Window of America: Kalamazoo and 
How It Grew — The 50th anniversary of 
the U.S. Information Service’s exhibit on 
Kalamazoo is marked by a panel discus-
sion. Oct. 14, 1:30 p.m.
Stormy Weather — Will explore major 
storms and weather-related disasters in 
Kalamazoo County. Oct. 21, 1:30 p.m.
Kalamazoo County Cemeteries — This 
program looks at the history of cemeteries 
outside the city. Oct 28, 1:30 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555:

Haunted Hangar Party — Join the Air 
Zoo for spook-tacular fun at our family-

friendly Halloween Party. With fun arts 
and crafts and a safe place to trick-or-treat, 
you and your family will have a howling 
good time! October 27.

Nature

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Pumpkin Party — Carve pumpkins to 
light the trail. We will supply the tools, 
pumpkins and space to get a little messy! 
Oct. 17, 4–6 p.m.
Creatures of the Night: Creepy Crawl-
ies — Join up with an ‘Entomologist’ tour 
guide to meet interesting creatures along a 
pumpkin lit trail. Oct. 20, 4–7 p.m.
Connecting Women & Nature:  Paddles 
from the Past — Park interpreters, in 
period dress, portray characters of the 18th 
century and tell their tales of how they 
have come to the area. Participants are sure 
to enjoy a trip on Baugo Creek in a 34-foot 
replica fur trade canoe. Oct. 20, 
8 a.m.–4 p.m.

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo

345-6541:

Glances at Nature — Dave and Josh 
Haas, father and son nature photog-
raphers will speak. Oct. 22, 7:30 p.m. 
People’s Church, 1758 N. 10th St.

Kellogg Biological Station

671-2263:

Dessert with Discussion — Dr. Pamela 
Rasmussen, Assistant Curator at the MSU 
Museum, will present History and Mys-
tery:  Bird Diversity in South Asia. Oct. 30, 

7:30 p.m. 3700 East Gull Lake Drive.

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy

324-1600:

Kesling Nature Preserve — Help control 
invasive shrubs at this preserve in Three 
Oaks, Berrien County. Oct. 13, 9 a.m. to 
Noon. Call the SWMLC office for carpool 
instructions and to RSVP.

(Continued from page 31)
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Guess

Larry Lueth is a Hoosier, having been born in Michigan City, Ind. 

His childhood was split between Michigan City and South Bend. 

Yet, he saw the light after high school and came to Kalamazoo to 

attend Western Michigan University. Armed with his Bachelor of 

Business Administration, he joined “the original” First National 

Bank of Kalamazoo in 1974 and stayed with the organization 

through its transformation to First of America and the acquisition 

by National City Bank. He left National City to help start “the new” 

First National Bank as president and senior lender.

Larry and Linda Lueth have been married for 28 years and are 

the proud parents of two sons. Twenty-four-year-old Brian is a CPA 

with Plante Moran in Kalamazoo while his 22-year-old brother, 

Brad, is a senior at WMU. 

To say Larry gives back to his community would be an under-

statement. He is currently chair of the board of Greater Kalamazoo 

United Way and vice chair of the Borgess Health board of trustees. 

He is also a board member of Kalamazoo Communities in Schools 

and Downtown Tomorrow, Inc. He is especially proud of hav-

ing been a member of the WMU Presidential Search Committee 

that recommended the hiring of John Dunn. Past activities have 

included the KVCC Foundation, Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of 

Commerce, Kalamazoo County Building Authority, and a number 

of City of Kalamazoo economic development-related activities.

Answer To

Larry Lueth
President, First National
Bank of Michigan

Costume and makeup by Tony Gerard, The Timid Rabbit Costume Shop.
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