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I had hopes and dreams of being the perfect mother to my kids. To hear every note 
of their piano recitals and to have a towel ready at every swim meet. But chronic pain 
was always there, pushing me away. I knew I needed a hysterectomy, which scared me. 
But I’m a born researcher and I discovered Bronson is the only hospital in Kalamazoo 
with the da Vinci system. I wanted minimally invasive surgery with the latest and 
greatest technology, and that’s exactly what I got. My recovery time was so short and 
my scars so tiny. Today my kids are busier than ever. And I’m happy to say I’m there 
too, ready with a warm towel.
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KEYSTONE COMMUNITY BANK 
HAS MONEY TO LEND.

M e m b e r  F D I C

269.553.9100
Kalamazoo  � Paw Paw  � Portage

www.keystonebank.com We’re all about you.

Keystone Community Bank has

money to lend. We are a healthy

Michigan bank that is committed to

Michigan and will continue to follow

the fundamentals of responsible

banking. So whether you wish to

deposit money or borrow money, our

business principles are summed up in

our guiding line: We’re all about you.

Thomas Schlueter
President/CEO 
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SEE, TASTE & TOUCH
THE POSSIBILITIES WITH THE

SCHOLTEN DIFFERENCE

Maximizing the Enjoyment 
of Your Home

Increasing the Value 
of Your Investment

Visit our Showroom
1728 S. Westnedge Ave.

(269) 345-1166
scholtenkitchenandbath.com

It all began as a one-time gag of sorts, and grew into a 

Kalamazoo phenomenon. The “it” I refer to is the Guess Who 

feature found in the center of Encore since December 1988. In 

the beginning the plan was to perhaps feature some well-known 

area citizen dressed as Santa Claus each 

year in December. And, who better to lead 

the community at that time than Diether 

Haenicke. Well, Santa was such a hit 

that then Encore publisher Phil Schubert 

realized he had a winning idea and decided 

to make it a regular feature.

Phil then called on friend Jim 

Gilmore — and posed him on a Harley 

Davidson motorcycle. After that beginning, 

it seemed as though anyone was fair game for Schubert’s 

shenanigans. And so, over the past 21 years more than 200 

people have been transformed into something none of them ever 

expected to be — a magazine centerfold.

It has been great fun, and a lot of work, coming up with 

just the right person and just the right costume each month. 

Frankly, some ideas have worked out better than others, 

but I have great stories to tell from the photo shoots I have 

orchestrated over the past 13 years. Virtually everyone asked to 

join in our bit of merriment has been very cooperative, adjusting 

schedules and donning garb about which they may have had 

concerns. Some even arrived with their own additions to our 

costume ideas. And once we got started, every one of our subjects 

really joined in the spirit — and we had great fun together.

Why am I going on about the Guess Who? I am because I want 

our readers to know a little of the history before we put the feature to 

rest. In trying to explain this decision, I have thought of some classic 

clichés such as “It is better to go out when you are on top,” or “Quit 

while you are ahead.” Frankly, I can’t totally explain the decision; it 

just seems like the right time to make this change.

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank the people who have made 

this possible over these 21 years. John Gilroy, who has been behind 

the camera since before I bought the magazine, followed the original 

photographer, Don Rice. Another important early player was Tom 

Thinnes, who wrote the clues and answers for the first 15 years. 

And, of course, we must give a big thanks to Tony and Laura Gerard 

from the Timid Rabbit Costume Shop who have given of their time, 

talents and treasure chest of costumes to help us disguise some very 

recognizable faces.

I would like to hear from you if you have any special memories 

or recall a favorite from amongst all who have been such good 

sports. Which one was my favorite? It is impossible for me to choose 

because they have all been so special in their own way.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe

Rick Briscoe
Publisher
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Russian-born Sophie Milman has 
toured the world, won a 2008 Juno 
Award for Vocal Jazz Album of 
the Year, sold more than 100,000 
records—and she’s only 25. Since 
her self-titled debut was released 
in 2004, Milman has become one 
of the hottest new singers in jazz. 
Despite her youth, Sophie enchants 
her audiences with a mix of old, 
new and progressive tunes. Her 
new album, Take Love Easy, was 
released on June 2. 

Sweet Honey In The Rock® is an 
African-American female, a capella 
vocal group consisting of six 
members who bring the message 
of the southern black church, the 
civil rights movement and the 
conscience of justice through 
musical expression. Internationally 
heralded and Grammy® award-
winning, Sweet Honey’s collective 
voice produces a sound filled with 
soulful harmonies and intricate rhythms. 

Presented in conjunction with the  
Michigan Festival of Sacred Music.

Neil Berg’s 100 Years of Broadway 
recreates the finest theatrical 
moments from the best musicals 
of the century. Fans of Phantom 
of the Opera, Cabaret, Chicago, 
West Side Story and Mamma 
Mia! will love this tuneful tribute 
to the Great White Way. Direct 
from Manhattan, the show features 
five dazzling vocalists who’ve 
performed in many of these hit 
Broadway musicals. Songs include 
“Some Enchanted Evening,” “Man 
of La Mancha” and “All That Jazz.” 

OCT. 29  @  7:30 P.M. NOV. 13  @  8 P.M. NOV. 21  @  8 P.M.

Sophie Milman

Miller October 09 Encore.indd   1 9/9/09   12:38 PM
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arole Holmes is so busy, 
she doesn’t realize how much 
she actually does. If you gave 

a title to all her roles, the list would 
include company president, rotary Club 
president, foundation board member, 
community leader, wife, mother and 
(when there’s time left over) amateur 
photographer. 

she’s able to do all this due to her 
strong principles, upbeat attitude and 
skill in relating to people. With an infec-
tious laugh she said, “When I see it writ-
ten down, then I’m tired, but otherwise, 
it’s just the way I am!” 

Being the way she is means, for one 
thing, that she regularly puts in 10-hour 
days as president of B.l. Harroun & son, 

Inc., a fire-protection company founded 
by her grandfather.

Ben Harroun started his company in 
1940, and he ran it out of his basement 
until the late 1960s. His son, Bill, joined 
the company in 1956 and took the helm 
in the early 1980s. Ben Harroun passed 
away in 1983. Bill’s children, Carole and 
Todd, are now the third generation to 
head the business.

B.l. Harroun designs, fabricates and 
installs sprinkler systems of all types for 
commercial, industrial and residential 
buildings. It also inspects, maintains 
and expands existing systems. It serves 
customers in southwest and northern 
michigan. major clients include Bronson 
and Borgess hospitals, Welch’s, stryker, 

and Cook Nuclear Plant.
Carole started working for the fam-

ily company in the design department 
right out of high school. “The first week 
after graduating, I was off to work with 
my dad,” she said. “so I was used to the 
10-hour days (from the start). I had to be 
there; I didn’t have a car,” she explained.

she worked there every summer 
while studying commercial art at olivet 
College. after getting her degree, she 
spent four years in the commercial art 
field working for a small company, where 
she found that, more than the artistic 
aspects of the job, she enjoyed serving as 
an account executive, talking to custom-
ers and doing sales work. “It was using 
my people skills,” she said. “I think 
that’s maybe where I started finding that 
niche,” which eventually lead her to her 
current leadership position.

That job was followed by a brief stint 
at an engineering company in st. Joseph, 
but she didn’t like the commute, and she 
also realized that she wanted to go back 
to the family company. “That was where 
my passion was. I enjoyed it, and I wanted 
to be part of the family history of the 
company.” so when the designer who had 

Running a third-generation family 
business keeps Carole Holmes on 
her toes as she combines work with 
raising kids, community involvement 
and even a hobby.

B a l a n c i n g

AcT

Carole Holmes in her office at B.L. Harroun & Son.

Many of the employees of B.L. Harroun & Son pose with their 
trucks in front of company headquarters on Staples Avenue.
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trained her at B.l. Harroun quit, she saw 
an opportunity to return. 

The job wasn’t handed to her just 
because she was the boss’s daughter. “I 
had to approach (my father) … I had to 
ask him if I could come back,” she said. 
she was surprised that he had to think 
about it before saying “yes.” It was eye-
opening to realize that there was more to 
business decisions than family ties.

Carole started working full-time in 
design in 1994 and said, “I was given the 
opportunity to really grow that depart-
ment.” This involved getting training 
in new technologies, such as autoCaD 
(computer-aided design software), and 
taking on new skills, including perform-
ing hydraulic calculations that previ-
ously had to be outsourced. Now that 
everything is done with computers, 
Carole is amazed how much has changed 
from the early days when all design was 
done by hand at a drafting table. “It’s 
night and day from when I started, and 
I’m not that old,” she said. 

Bill Harroun retired in 2004, leav-
ing the company to Carole and 
Todd. (They have another brother 

who lives in marquette and who also 
works in the fire-protection industry.) 
The siblings find their personalities and 

strengths complement each other; some 
tasks are a better fit for one than the 
other. so with her people skills, Carole 
took the executive position while Todd 
became vice president and head of opera-
tions and estimating. 

Carole said she had to learn how to 
be president on the job. “I had no idea, 
really, how to run a company,” she said.

“I gained a lot from my dad by 
watching what he did on a day-to-day 
basis,” she said, but she also formed a 
support network from various resources, 
such as industry groups like the ameri-
can Fire sprinkler association (aFsa). 
“I’ve really grown just by being a mem-
ber of those associations and attending 
conventions,” she added. In particular, 
she cites the online forum of an aFsa 
peer group as being especially helpful. 
Following the posts on the forum, she 
observed certain individuals seemed 
particularly intelligent, so she started 
e-mailing them to ask for advice: “I just 
took over as president of our family com-
pany. Can you help me?”

In addition to the industry peer 
group, she credits her other “pillars” (her 
attorney, her accountant and a leadership 
mentor she met through a Dale Carnegie 
course), with helping her find her way as 
company leader. “If you don’t surround 

yourself with people like that, especially 
during changes in your life, then you 
can’t grow, so I found that I utilized them 
to make things as best as I could for the 
company, and for myself, obviously,” she 
said. “It now seems like it was easy ... but 
there were sleepless nights and worry.”

more recently, Carole furthered her 
leadership training by going through 
the leadership Kalamazoo program of 
the Kalamazoo regional Chamber of 
Commerce. “I met a wonderful group of 
people that I hope I stay in touch with,” 
she said. “It’s another association, a way 
of meeting people and having contacts. 
You gain trust knowing that someone 
else has gone through that or been in-
volved with that.”

as president of a small business, 
Carole wears many hats. “I’m involved in 
most areas of the company,” she said. This 
includes managing several projects, in-
cluding her “pride and joy” of the projects 
she designed, the sprinkling system of the 
new south campus of Bronson Hospital. 

Being president requires her to be 
available most of the time, she said. “You 
have to be there. everybody needs to see 
you.” To do this and still have time to 
deal with e-mails and phone calls, she 
starts work early and often leaves late. 
This is one of the things she learned 

The company’s collection of antique sprinkler bulbs and sprinkler 
heads is proudly displayed in Todd Harroun’s office.

In a photo taken before he started his own 
company, Ben Harroun stands beneath a 
ladder at a sprinkler installation.
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from watching her father. “He really gave 
me my drive and strong work ethic. Be-
cause I don’t know any different, it’s easy 
for me to put in a 10–12 hour day and 
not think twice about it,” she said.

The business, like others, is fac-
ing challenges in the current 
economy, especially with the 

slowdown in the construction business. 
Carole said they’ve had to lay off some 
workers, with the company currently 
employing about 20 people, down from 
35 a couple of years ago. But B.l. Har-
roun is fortunate to have a long history 
with many customers who call on the 
firm for add-ons and remodeling. “We’re 

really relying on our current client struc-
ture and customer base, hoping that we 
can keep up with inspections and service 
work,” she said. “That’s what’s keeping 
us going right now.”

Carole hopes the company’s recent 
certification as a Women’s Business en-
terprise (WBe) will bring new contracts. 
WBe certification of businesses owned, 
managed and controlled by women 
provides national recognition and 
enables these businesses to market their 
products and services to corporations 
and government organizations who want 
to purchase from businesses owned and 
operated by women. 

“It’s a good thing to have, but we’ve 

really not experienced (any benefits) 
yet,” Carole said. B.l. Harroun was certi-
fied in 2008 and is still in the bidding 
phase on projects where certification 
might give them an advantage, including 
the new casino at Gun lake and the new 
terminal for the Kalamazoo-Battle Creek 
International airport.

Carole is a leader in the community, 
as well. “my volunteer skills and eth-
ics come from my mother,” she said. as 
a stay-at-home mom, her mother vol-
unteered “forever and ever,” according 
to Carole. so when Jan Harroun, who 
became the first woman president of the 
oshtemo rotary 11 years ago, pushed her 
daughter to learn more about the organi-
zation, Carole joined. Now she’s follow-
ing in her mother’s footsteps as the club’s 
second woman president.

Carole is proud to be a small part of 
rotary’s world-wide humanitarian and 
peacemaking efforts. (Go to www.en-
corekalamazoo.com to see article about 
area rotarians’ work with international 
projects in the December 2008 issue of 
Encore magazine.)

However, as president, her goals are 
locally focused. In particular, she wants 
to expand the club’s literacy program, 
in which members read to kindergart-
ners and first-graders at Prairie ridge 

Holmes

An employee of B.L. Harroun tests a deluge system on a tank containing flammable liquids.

Question:

When a circus rolled into town in days of old,
what was the main location for the event?

Answer on page 45.
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Free ultrasound vein
screening
If you suffer from painful, tired or heavy 
legs, take advantage of Premier Vein
Center's free ultrasound vein screenings.
Test results available immediately.

To schedule a free appointment 
time call (269) 276-9286.
Screenings take place in
our medical office on the 
campus of Borgess 
Medical Center.

Premier Vein Center offers the area's most minimally invasive
office-based procedures for the treatment of vein disorders. All
procedures are performed by our Board Certified Physicians.

Call (269) 276-9286 today
PREMIER
premierveincenter.com

1535 Gull Road, Suite 200

www.KalamazooUnitedWay.org

Underneath everything we are, underneath 
everything we do, we are all people. Connected, 
interdependent, united.  And when we reach 
out a hand to one, we influence the condition 
of all. That’s what it means to 

LIVE UNITED TM

GIVE. ADVOCATE.VOLUNTEER.

Greater Kalamazoo
United Way

elementary school every week during 
march, which is literacy month. 

Carole found the kids’ appreciation 
really rewarding and thought it was an 
easy and enjoyable way for the club to 
help in the community, so she wants 
to expand the program beyond literacy 
month. “even as busy as I am, I can take 
45 minutes to go read to kindergartners,” 
she said.

she’s also committed to continuing 
rotary’s work in mentoring the boys at 
lakeside academy. “They have no idea 
what volunteering is about,” Carole 
said, recalling when some lakeside 
boys who were helping with a rotary 
fundraiser asked the club members how 
much they got paid. she hopes rotary 
can make a difference in the boys’ lives, 
in part by providing an example of giv-
ing back to others. “It’s about sharing 
the wealth, passing it on, not me, me, 
me!” she said.

Carole also shares the wealth, 
literally, by serving on the board of the 
Bronson Health Foundation, which 
supports local nonprofit organizations 
that provide health-related services. 
as a member of the foundation’s grants 

Employees of B.L. Harroun and Rowe  
Sprinkler of Middleburg, Penn., inspect a 
diesel fire pump installation. Carole’s peer 
group mentor, George Church, owner of 
Rowe Sprinkler, is on the right.
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Holmes

committee, she reviews proposals for 
funding, and she’s glad to be able to 
help these causes. “It’s a huge learning 
experience for me as well, widening my 

horizons as far as what Kalamazoo has 
to offer,” she said. “It’s pretty cool—you 
just don’t know that all these organiza-
tions are out there.”

With everything she’s involved 
in, when Carole is at home 
she has to put work aside. 

“I don’t bring it home with me, I can’t, 

Ire-ProTeCTIoN businesses like 
B.l. Harroun & son, Inc., along 
with firefighters associations, are 

currently stressing the value of residen-
tial sprinkler systems in protecting life 
and property. 

organizations like the american 
Fire sprinkler association (aFsa) and 
the National Fire Protection association 
(NFPa) say that the use of sprinklers 
greatly reduces the risk of death, injury, 
and property damage in the event of a 
home fire. a person is 80 percent less 
likely to die in a fire in a home with a 
sprinkler system compared to in a home 
without sprinklers.

sprinklers are mandated for new 
residential construction in some states, but 
earlier this year the michigan legislature’s 
building code committee rejected a pro-
posal to adopt such a requirement here.

Home builders groups oppose the 
mandate for economic reasons, accord-

ing to Carole Holmes, President of B.l. 
Harroun, who is on a crusade to counter 
these concerns and debunk myths about 
sprinklers. 

To the notion that sprinkler sys-
tems add too much to the cost of a new 
home, Carole said that although they 
can be costly to add to existing homes, 
a sprinkler system is estimated to add 
only 1–1.5 percent to a new home’s cost. 
In addition, many insurance companies 
offer discounts for the installation of a 
sprinkler system. 

Fears of flooding and water dam-
age perpetuated by TV commercials and 
movies, which show all the sprinklers in 
the house going off at once, are unfounded 
in reality, Carole said. First, sprinklers are 
not activated by smoke, only extreme heat 
(about 165 F). second, only sprinklers in 
the immediate vicinity of the flames will 
activate, not the entire system. Usually, a 
maximum of two sprinklers will activate 

before a fire is extinguished.
also, water damage from a fire hose 

is much greater than that from sprin-
klers. a residential sprinkler uses only 
10–25 gallons of water per minute. a fire 
department hose can flow up to 10 times 
that amount.

some people believe that smoke 
detectors provide sufficient fire protec-
tion, but although they do provide a 
valuable warning, they cannot save lives 
if inhabitants do not hear the alarm or if 
escape routes are blocked by fire. also, 
even if the fire department is notified 
immediately, it will take time to respond, 
whereas sprinklers activate within min-
utes of the start of a fire.

Carole’s passion in this matter is 
fueled by personal experience: she actu-
ally had a small electrical fire in her own 
home. she heard popping sounds when 
the fire started and was on the way to 
investigate when the sprinkler system 
alarm went off. The alarm system auto-
matically contacted a security company 

Home Sprinklers Save Lives
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I’d go crazy,” she said. “I like to spend 
that time with my boys. I need to be able 
to just relax as much as I can—besides 
doing laundry and grocery shopping and 

whatever—you know, the other jobs!”
Carole and husband Bob arrange 

their schedules to be there for their two 
sons, Ben (named after his great-grandfa-

ther), age 9, and max, age 5. on a typi-
cal day, Carole goes in to work between 
5:30 and 6:00 in the morning, while 
Bob gets the kids up and off to school 
before starting his workday, running 
his own general contracting business 
(out of their basement, as it happens). 
Carole is back home by the time the 
kids get out of school.

earlier this year Bob completed 
his first major project, a four-story 
hotel in lexington, Ky. This involved 
being gone from the family for about 
two months, which left Carole a single 
mom who had to make significant 
adjustments to her schedule. she cut 
her office hours drastically, staying 
in touch via her BlackBerry. she said, 
“Fortunately, I have the position that 
I have and the employees that I have,” 
which made this possible.

Carole calls herself a “control 
freak” and found it challenging to ask 
for help. “I like to do it myself,” she 
said, but she had to give up that control 
when her husband was gone “because 
I couldn’t do it all, and I couldn’t cover 
everything.” It was difficult to get over 
the idea that she needed help from 
others, but then she had already relied 
on others for support when adjusting to 
her new job. afterwards she thought,  

that contacted her “within seconds,” to 
see if the fire department was needed.

although the fire died out on its own 
before the sprinklers could be activated, 

Carole was scared by the fact that her 
children slept through the alarm. she 
wondered what would have happened if 
she hadn’t had the sprinkler system and 
the fire, which started at the bottom of 
the stairs, had grown. “How would I have 
left? I would’ve had to have jumped out of 
my second-story window,” she said.

“It gave me a wake-up call to have 
something like that (happen). even 
though it was very minor, it freaked 
me out, but then I was like, oh cool, it 
works. The alarm works!” Carole said.

arguments against sprinklers based 
on their cost miss the point of their true 
value, according to Carole. “Is there a 
price that you would put on your spouse, 
child, or even sparky the dog to keep 
them from dying in a fire?  This is about 
saving lives. Home fire sprinklers save 
lives, period,” she said.

For more information, see the Web 
site of the Home Fire sprinkler Coali-
tion, of which the aFsa and NFPa are 
members: www.homefiresprinkler.org. 

Carole’s sons, Max and Ben, pose with Murphy 
in the family kitchen that, not surprisingly, is 
equipped with sprinklers. This photo has been 
used to dispel the myth of unsightly home-
sprinkler heads. Can you find them?
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“I guess that wasn’t so hard.” 
Carole keeps herself on track with 

strong organizational skills (something 
else she inherited from her mother). she’s 
attached to her planner and has lists that 
include everything. “I have to have a 
plan every day, and every hour of every 
day, and it has to … cover all that I’m 
involved in,” she said. 

she also tries to simplify where 
she can. For example, last year both 
her children attended Indian Prairie 
elementary school, but now that Ben 
is in fourth grade at King Westwood 
elementary, she’s switched max to that 
school, too. “It’s going to be easier—
same schedule, activities, after school 
programs,” she said.

Carole does make time (sometimes) 
for hobbies. “I like to have ‘me’ time once 
in a while,” she said. “Usually my out 
is to sign up for something.” so she re-
cently took a photography class, though 
her busy schedule caused her to miss 
about half of the sessions. 

she likes to read, which she did a lot 
when her husband was gone on business. 
“That was my relaxation,” she said. she 
also enjoys knitting and beading when 
she can, though sometimes she sends her 
knitting projects to her mother to finish.

Holmes

An active Rotarian, Carole is currently  
president of Oshtemo Rotary and traveled
to Windsor, Ontario, in 2008 to attend a Rotary 
worldwide peace summit.
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Ming
Sideboard

as a family, the Holmeses frequent-
ly go boating, and they have season 
tickets to University of michigan foot-
ball games, a family tradition started by 
her grandfather. They enjoy their pets (a 
dog, cat and saltwater fish) and see her 
parents, who now live in Florida, once 
or twice a year. 

Her family also gets together with 
her brother’s family to do things on 
weekends. “We don’t sit around and talk 
about work,” Carole added. she said the 
keys to working well with family include 
having a sense of humor and the ability 
to leave work behind when at home. “It’s 
exactly how my dad was,” she said, and 
how her grandfather was, too. “In the 
early days, when grandpa came upstairs, 
it was family time.”

Carole is planning to promote the 
company’s 70th anniversary next year 
because “it’s kind of a big deal,” she said.

she’s proud that the company has 
been around so long and is still in the 
family, so preserving the heritage of the 
previous generations is important to 
her. of her grandfather, Carole said, “I 
admire everything that he did, and I al-
ways try to hold the company to the level 
that he had it at, and I hope that (it is).” 
Though she runs the company her own 
way, she always keeps her grandfather 
and father—and what they’d want—in 
the back of her mind. 

When Carole mentions her father’s 
name in the community, she always 
encounters a high level of respect. 
“People have nothing but nice things 
to say about Dad,” she said, adding that 
it has to do with his ability to work 
with people in all kinds of situations. “I 
strive to do that, too. It doesn’t have to 
be bad; we can always get over issues if 
there are issues,” she said. “Being fair 
and friendly and talking—it’s amazing 
what you can accomplish.” 

When time permits, Carole engages in her  
photography hobby, capturing images such as this.
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ou might say that Lowie van 
staveren was driven by his own 
homing instinct when he began 

raising pigeons last year.
When Lowie was 5, his family 

immigrated to adrian from the Nether-
lands. after a year, his parents bought 10 
acres and began subsistence farming to 
feed their 11 children.

in the Netherlands, as in most of 
Europe, raising, breeding and training 
pigeons for racing is more popular than 
in the united states. But that wasn’t 
the reason Lowie’s older brother, Leo, 
“heisted” a few pigeons from a local barn 
and began raising them. he wanted pets. 
if pigeons change residences at a young 
enough age, they “home” to their new 
nest, and Leo soon found his pigeons 
comfortably settled.

at the van staveren farm, every 
creature—cow, pig, chicken—ended 
up on the table. But not the pigeons. 
they cooed and cavorted, and the van 
staveren children were soon won over by 
their antics. the flock grew and became 
a family tradition, tolerated by their 
parents, and passed down from Leo to al 
to tony, and eventually Lowie.

“the only animals that were sacro-
sanct were our pigeons,” Lowie said. in 
some ways, they were “ratty” birds, he 
said, “but they were like pets. Not in the 
traditional sense, but in the fact that you 
let them out and they came back to you. 
they’re a wild animal and they come 
back. i think that’s a lot of the fascina-
tion.”

more and more pigeons were 
“smuggled” into the family’s barn. they 
nested in the rafters and later in a corner 
of the barn near the animals. Eventu-
ally, the siblings built a special loft in a 
far corner of their property that was a 
source of “pride and joy,” though, unfor-
tunately, the flock was beset by a couple 
of tragedies involving weasels, one under 
Lowie’s watch. all in all, keeping pigeons 
provided memories and entertainment.

the van staveren children grew up 
and some settled at points across the 
country. Leo, who ended up in Califor-
nia, and tony, who moved to gaylord, 
started their own lofts, and became 
genuine pigeon fanciers. Lowie, who 

teaches high school in gobles, as well 
as coaches track and field, and his wife, 
Candy, who works in the pharmacy at 
Watervliet hospital, bought a two-acre 
gobles farmhouse, surrounded by 75 
acres of cornfield. and on the parcel was 
a dilapidated, cinder-block, chicken coop 
that Lowie considered tearing down 
someday. “it was in bad shape,” he said.

Like carp, pigeons have a tarnished 
name. hanging around park statuary 
as opportunists, pigeons can seem like 
ruffians. they don’t harass, but they have 
their own lingo and are street savvy. 
as social birds, their flocks can num-
ber over 100. they are members of the 
columbidae family, which includes more 
than 308 species, encompassing doves, 
homing pigeons and specialty breeds 
such as rollers, tumblers and croppers. 
and there are clubs all over the world 
dedicated to the various breeds. Pigeon 
fanciers are a devoted lot.

When the van staverens were 
growing up, they had “red checks, blue 
checks, and blue bars,” all defining char-

Taking a Fancy to Pigeons
By Theresa Coty O’Neil

Lowie van Staveren proudly shows off one of his many racing pigeons.

Lowie named the first pigeon to be hatched in 
his own loft after his brother, Tony, who passed 
away in 2007. Tony left his birds to Lowie.
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acteristics in the coloring of the pigeon. 
But as lowie’s brother, Tony, became 
more involved, he started raising birds 
that were nothing like the birds lowie 
remembered as a child—rollers, fancy 
crèmes and strangest of all, Voorburg 
shield Croppers—handsome, friendly 
birds that puff out their crop, much like 
a turkey. 

once Tony and his sons visited 
lowie and Candy in Gobles and saw the 
dilapidated coop, he proclaimed it would 
make the perfect loft. “ever think about 
getting back into it?” he asked.

“Wait! stop!” said Candy, who 
overheard him. “aren’t those the birds 
that crap all over everything?” lowie 
laughed. a long discussion ensued and 
an interest was rekindled.

Despite Candy’s mild objection, 
lowie spent the next year and a half 
putting in a concrete floor, re-roofing, 
and basically transforming the old coop. 
Then he built some lofts with four-foot 
mesh so the birds could be seen when 
entering the building. 

eanwhile and unexpectedly, in 
December of 2007, Tony was di-
agnosed with lung cancer, and

while he waged a “valiant fight,” lowie 
said, “it was not to be.” Tony died in 
september 2008, with lowie, leo, Tony’s 
sons, and his “best pigeon buddy,” Paul, 
at his side. While he was sick, Tony 
expressed concern for the welfare of his 
beloved pigeons, and since lowie’s loft 
was almost finished, lowie offered to 
take them. With older brother leo’s help, 
lowie picked out six crèmes—lovely 
birds prized for their tan and white 
coloring, six grizzle rollers, the coop 
jesters who do an incredible acrobatic 
roll in the air as they descend, and six 
Voorburg shield Croppers, those strange 
but beautiful birds that lowie knew next 
to nothing about.

 With “a lot of anticipation and a 
heavy heart,” lowie brought the pigeons 
home to Gobles. He began spending time 
with them and researching them—and 
was soon completely besotted. The crop-
pers, unlike any pigeon he had known 

before, actually seemed to recognize 
him when he came into the loft. He soon 
learned that Voorburg, Holland, where 
the birds originated, was the birthplace of 
his mother. No wonder Tony bred them! 

like all pigeons, the croppers are 
affectionate with each other and their 
young. Unlike most birds, the pigeon 
is unique in that both hen and cock 
regurgitate a special “pigeon milk” to 
feed the hatchlings. an egg-laying hen 
will bestow a kiss upon her mate for 
each piece of straw he brings to make the 
nest. But with the croppers, unlike the 
“typical” pigeon, the affection is extend-
ed to humans. 

By the third day, one of the crop-
pers, named Nellie after lowie’s mother, 
came to perch near him whenever he 
walked into the coop. after a week, 
Nellie was standing on lowie’s hand, as 
were a couple of the other hens.

and they are entertaining to watch. 
a fledgling cropper puffed herself out, 
and not knowing how to deflate herself 
yet, was unable to eat. Her balloonish 
breast kept bumping into the feed bowl.

“They’re not pets in terms of be-
ing like a cat that wants to be petted,” 
lowie said. “But once I’ve picked them 
up and they stand on my wrist, they 
know who they are with and certainly 
enjoy the attention they’re receiving.” 
lowie said the Voorburgs are also a 
great introduction of pigeons to his six 
grandchildren.

Candy, like lowie’s father, tolerated 
this new hobby, but, as lowie explained, 
the Voorburg’s soon charmed her as she 
began to visit lowie in the loft. It wasn’t 
long before Nellie and mein, named after 
an aunt, were invited into the van sta-
veren’s living room, where Candy, also a 
talented photographer, began capturing 
them on film. 

at their first pigeon show in Bel-
leville this winter, Nellie, composed and 
gregarious, received a superior rating of 
96. lowie and Candy were pleased.

Taking a Fancy to Pigeons

A cream hen pigeon is shown with her young.
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“’Tis a bird I love with its brooding note, And the trembling throb in its mottled throat.

There’s a human look in its swelling breast, And the gentle curve of its lovely crest.”

—Nathanial Parker Willis
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n January, the first egg of lowie’s loft 
was hatched, a beautiful white bird, 
which they dubbed Tony, in honor of 

lowie’s brother. several other squeakers, 
as the baby birds are called because of 
the newborn noise they make, soon fol-
lowed. less than a year later, lowie has 
close to 90 birds, some through gifts, but 
most through breeding.

lowie has named his loft “De Vier 
Winden,” which means, appropriately, 
“the four winds.” In addition to show-
ing pigeons, lowie began racing his first 
pigeons this summer.

Training pigeons for racing is not 
unlike training kids for track and cross 
country. There are sprints, middle-
distance and long-distance races. The 
“young birds,” those born that spring, 
are sprinters and race up to 300 miles. 
The “old birds” take the middle distance 
(up to 500 miles) and long distance rac-
es, the longest of which is 1,000 miles. 
Pigeons can live 10 to 12 years, and the 
old pigeons often can race until they 
are nine years old. also, as is true for 
runners, the quality and protein percent-
age of the feed is very important. lowie 
combines poultry feed with safflower, 
sunflower, corn and wheat-germ oil in a 

complicated but protein-rich mix.
“It’s insane,” said lowie, now a 

member of the Voorburg shield Crop-
per Club of america, the Kalamazoo 
Valley racing Pigeon Club, and the West 
michigan association Combine, which 
includes clubs from muskegon and 
Grand rapids. He credits members of 
KVrPC for their incredible support and 
mentorship. “I had no idea when we first 
got into this how much it involved.”

Pigeons

This Voorburg Shield Cropper (foreground) puffs 
out her crop much like a turkey does as part 
of her mating ritual. Here her self-importance 
contrasts with the rest of the “regular” racing 
pigeons in Lowie van Staveran’s loft.

There really is a pecking order among pigeons, with the top perches occupied by the oldest.
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The Appointment

What if, on the first sunny day,

on your way to work, a colorful bird

sweeps in front of you down a

street you’ve never heard of.

You might pause and smile,

a sweet beginning to your day.

or you might step into that street

and realize there are many ways to 

work.

You might sense the bird knows some-

thing you don’t and wander after.

You might hesitate when the bird

turns down an alley. For now

there is a tension: Is what the

bird knows worth being late?

You might go another block or two,

thinking you can have it both ways.

But soon you arrive at the edge

of all your plans.

The bird circles back for you

and you must decide which

appointment you were

born to keep.

     By mark Nepo

Mark Nepo is a poet and philosopher 

who has taught in the fields of poetry 

and spirituality for over 30 years and is 

presently a program officer at the Fetzer 

Institute. Nominated for the Lenore 

Marshall Poetry Prize, he has written 

several books, including “The Exquisite 

Risk” (Harmony Books, 2005), which 

Spirituality & Health Magazine cited as 

one of the best spiritual books of 2005.  

His two most recent books are a collec-

tion of poetry and prose, “Surviving Has 

Made Me Crazy” (CavanKerry Press, 

2007) and “Facing the Lion, Being 

the Lion:  Inner Courage and Where 

it Lives” (Red Wheel/Weiser/Conari, 

2007).
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The first time lowie let his fledg-
lings out of the loft, they had only gone 
as far as the edge of the cornfield when 
they saw the shadow of a sandhill crane. 
Thinking “hawk,” they scattered and a 
couple of birds never returned, the first 
among many pigeon-raising lessons. To 
orient the pigeons for racing, lowie took 
his birds to a spot two miles, then five, 
then 12 miles away, building up to his 
first formal race in July, from auburn, 
Ind., 80 miles away, which typically 
takes a pigeon around two and a half 
hours (more on racing in sidebar story).

The July race was to be Tony’s first, 
and Candy was nervous. she threatened 
lowie that if anything happened to Tony, 
whom she was especially fond of, he was 
going to be in a lot of trouble.

Two days after the race, unfortu-
nately, Tony had still not arrived at the 
loft, and Candy was saying she was going 
to try not to get so attached next time. 
It happens occasionally that pigeons 
thrown off course will be returned 
by someone who recognizes their 
ankle band, and if nothing predatory or 
weather-related has happened, it’s always 
possible the missing bird has bucked 
instinct and found a good situation. They 
have been known to show back up after 
five years following a race.

Hopefully, Tony rested in the rafters 
of a friendly barn, looked around, found 
a mate and settled down to raise a family. 
Perhaps Tony’s comings and goings are 
enchanting a new generation of potential 
pigeon fanciers. 

meanwhile, lowie and Candy 
marvel at how much they’ve learned in 
a year, despite a few trials, and how the 
birds, especially the friendly Voorburgs, 
“have welcomed us into their hearts with 
open wings.”

If it weren’t for Tony’s passing, 
lowie wouldn’t have gotten back into 
pigeons so soon. “But if that were the 
only reason, I’d still have 18 and not the 
90 I now have,” he said.

“I think they’re fascinating,” said 
lowie. “I didn’t know how much I 
missed them.” 
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n a recent august night, the Ka-
lamazoo Valley racing Pigeon club 

gathered at their clubhouse in Plainwell 
to “ship birds.” Outside it was unseason-
ably cool, but inside the temperature was 
warm and jovial, with a lot of good-na-
tured ribbing and the occasional “coo.”

While some members slipped com-
puter bands onto pigeon ankles, others 
placed the birds in mesh crates. early 
the next morning, the crates would be 
loaded on a truck and driven to Greens-
burg, Ind., where they would be released 
by the club’s “liberator.” the pigeons 
would then begin their 213-plus mile 
flight home where eager pigeon fanciers 
would be scanning the skies, awaiting 
their prized birds.

Pigeon fanciers come from all walks 
of life, and the KVrPc even includes a 
father and 9-year-old son from allegan. 
But most of their members are male retir-
ees who were introduced to pigeons in 
their youth either through country living 
or the acquaintance of an experienced 
pigeon fancier, most often from europe, 
especially the netherlands and Germa-
ny. In fact, old-timer terry Davenport of 
allegan learned from a German pigeon 
racer who spoke no english. 

the bird races are tabulated by 
yards per minute, with a strong rac-
ing bird in good weather coming in at 
1,200 yards a minute. everyone races 
the clock, and for that reason, KVrPc 
members can race their birds against 
those from lofts in the Grand rapids and 
Muskegon area—all three communities 
are part of what is known as the West 
Michigan association combine. Special 
bands on the birds’ legs are registered by 
scanners as the bird enters the loft. the 
bird’s time is then registered on the com-
puter and compared to the time of other 
birds in the combine. Often 250 or more 
birds race at a time, with a lot of phone 
calling and e-mailing at racing time.

“It’s better than racing horses,” said 
Frank Lasser of Hastings. “and it’s less 
expensive. these birds have personal-
ity. One will like to fly fast and in front, 
while another will like to follow.” Frank 
has 300 birds in his loft, mostly racers, 
but also a few fancy pigeons, like Frill-
backs and Satinets.

the homing pigeon is a remarkable 
bird. Scientists still don’t know exactly 
how a homing pigeon senses home, but 
it’s widely thought the reasons are a com-
bination of sensing polar light, smell, 
ability to identify natural and manmade 
landmarks, and an internal magnetic 
compass. 

For those reasons, there are vari-

How to Race Pigeons 
By Theresa Coty O’Neil

These pigeons are ready to be shipped to Greensburg, Ind., for a 213-mile race back to their home lofts. 
While a relative beginner in racing, Lowie reports that on September 5 of this year he won his first race 
of the season. Band number 9228 was first in the club out of 56 birds, flying from Gas City, Ind., 130 
miles away, and averaging 1,291 yards per minute.
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Banding and registration are necessary to enter a bird for racing.
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ous schools of thought and countless 
books on how to pick out good rac-
ing pigeons. KVrPc President tom 
Hinga’s personal favorite is “eye sign,” 
which, when he mentions it, elicits 
hoots from other club members and 
“Oh now, don’t get him going on that. 
You’ll be here all night.” 

tom, who owns the clubhouse 
and has “like most pigeon fanciers, too 
many birds” at around 150, has been 
keeping pigeons since he was 10 and 
nabbed his first two that he dubbed 
chirp and Peep. He has been a true 
pigeon fancier for 40 years, and his 
experience has helped many pigeon 
racers get started. He explains that 
eye sign is a school of thought that 
judges the quality of a pigeon by the 
rings around its eyes and how its pupil 
dilates when exposed to light. Other 
theories include wing size and size of 
the throat opening, which on superior 
pigeons should be big enough to drop 
a pea down. color of the pigeon belly 
is often checked, pink being “a go” and 
blue being “a no.”

But, ultimately, a loft-owner has 
to watch and trust his intuition when 
choosing which birds to race on a given 
week. “You can tell a pigeon in your 
hand whether it’s buoyant or heavy that 
week,” said tom. 

In southwest Michigan, most pi-
geon fanciers say they race for the thrill 
and competition. “One of the things I’m 
fascinated with is that nobody does it 
for the money,” said Lowie van Staveren, 
who has 90 birds in his Gobles loft (see 

main article). “they do it for the fun.”
In europe, pigeon races can be 

high-stakes, with the premier race in 
Barcelona, which includes 250,000 pi-
geons, netting the winners large sums 
of money. In South africa, there is a $1 
million race. even several races in the 
United States, including in Florida and 
texas, have cash prizes in the thou-
sands. Specialty races, called “one loft 
races,” typically have prizes of around 
$10,000. In these races, pigeon owners 
ship young birds and pay $250 or more 
to have them trained in a loft where the 
best breeder wins.

and racing pigeons is a lot about 
breeding. “Your top birds you mate to 
other top birds,” said Lowie. “You ask 
yourself, ‘can I come up with some re-
ally good birds?’”

Still, some racers keep their secrets 
close to their chest. everyone leaned in 
when Levi Mitchell of allegan started 
talking about his birds, but he was 
careful not to say too much. 

It is, after all, a competition. the 
fastest pigeon wins. and if all goes 
well, as it usually does, the pigeon 
comes home again, which according to 
most of the men, continues to be the 
mysterious and compelling reason why 
they race.

“We think we’re smart,” said 
Frank. “When you see that bird coming 
out of the sky with its wings folded 
back and it’s coming home to your 
loft, it’s awesome. You tell me how that 
pigeon knows to find its way home? It 
will raise the hair on your arms.” 
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A Janssen racing pigeon.
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www.ctstelecom.com or call 269-746-4411

When sending voice, data and images by fiber
around the world.

Value Packages include:

We’re All About Saving You Money,

Time, and Patience.

When you call CTS, you’ll speak to a real live human being.
That’s  invaluable!

What you receive
when you rely on

ITfor all your      needs.

That’s  invaluable!

Fiber Optic Services
Hosted IP
VoIP / SIP Phones
Teleconferencing
Toll-free calls (between Battle Creek & Kalamazoo)

CTSCTS

ValueValue

Long Distance
E-Mail Hosting
Voice Mail
&  Metro E

WHeN We THiNK fAll fOOdS and family fun in michigan, we 
tend to think “apples.” With many local orchards to choose 
from for the u-pick experience, how can one resist the cool, au-
tumn air with an appropriate crisp apple as its accompaniment.

scott Husted of Husted Farm and market is inclined to 
agree. apple harvest begins in septem-
ber for the family farm that was started 
by his parents, Glenn and alice Husted. 
Husted Farm welcomes the public for 
assorted fall harvest activities, and sep-
tember marks the beginning of apple 
pressing for cider.

The difference between cider and 
juice in the United states is defined 
in the process. Unlike processed juice 
available in the grocery store, cider 
implies a liquid in its raw state, with no 
preservatives or pasteurization.

When I arrived at Husted Farm 
to witness the first batch of cider be-
ing pressed for the year, I found scott 
with his cider machine enclosed in a 
greenhouse-like tent with skids of empty 

gallon jugs waiting to be filled. I watched the apples go through 
inspection by hand, feed through a washing cycle on a conveyor, go 
through a second hand inspection and convey up in scoops where 
they were dumped into a chopper and then pressed in order for the 
machine to separate juice from pulp. The pulp went into a compost 
bin and the juice fed through a hose into a large cooling tank.

Husted cider is made from a blend of apple varieties grown 
on the farm. scott lifted up the hose from the tank and filled a 
cup so I could have a taste, straight from the tap.

Delicious.
Because I was there for the first day of the squeeze, the ci-

der was a bit tart. “The juice will get sweeter as the season goes 
on,” scott told me, adding: “This truly is made in michigan—
even the machine was made in allegan, mich., by Frontier 
Technology.”

scott averages 500 gallons of cider a week for 10 weeks, 
pressing apples for cider from mid-september until  
Thanksgiving.

Though the term cider refers to processing in the states, in 
europe the term cider implies an alcohol content. americans 
typically refer to that product as “hard cider.” Fermented cider 
carries a low alcohol content of approximately 5 percent.

The apples from Husted Farm are enjoyed in the form of 
both cider and hard cider. The livery Hand-forged micro Brew 
in Benton Harbor uses scott’s cider for fermentation into three 
varieties of english-style hard cider made from five varieties of 
Husted Farm’s apples, including 25 percent Honeycrisp apples.

Beyond the cider and hard cider, Husted Farm and market 
offers homemade pies, caramel apples, jellys and preserves, and 
even salsa. scott is the second generation of this family-operated 
farm, which has logged over 45 years of local business presence.

open June through Thanksgiving, Husted Farms welcomes 
special orders for pies and baked goods.  

Cover and column photo: Husted Farm and Market employee 
Joe Coscarella.

Apples Signal Fall 
By Bonnie Feldkamp
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fOr mANy, autumn is a season of plentiful harvests and spec-
tacular color. For richard Bell, media coordinator for the Kala-
mazoo astronomical society, “autumn is a season of galaxies.”

as the northern hemisphere of the earth shifts into winter 
mode, the sun appears to set earlier, and so do the summer stars, 
which set in the west an average of four minutes earlier each night. 
In october, richard said, we slowly say goodbye to the summer 
stars. He likens this changing view of our night sky to having a 
window in each wall of a four-corner house. “as you look out each 
window, you’re greeted with a new view of the space beyond.”

What’s significant about the autumn sky is that our view 
“turns away from the milky Way galaxy to deep space,” he said. 

one of the galaxies visible is the beautiful andromeda, 
which appears as “two arcs of stars that meet at the star, 
alpheratz, the head star of andromeda.” If you’d like a sight 
of andromeda, start by picking a moon- and cloud-free night. 
richard suggests starting with naked eye observations to make 
the initial spotting, and then proceeding to binoculars to see 
more details. He does not recommend using a telescope, since 
most store-bought telescopes have insufficient magnification. 
To locate alpheratz, you must first find the Great square of 
Pegasus, which is close to Cassiopeia, a constellation that looks 
like a giant “W.” Pinpoint the northeastern-most star of the 
square, and then move your eyes two stars from this bright star. 
Finally, look to the north. 

“What you’re looking for is a faint patch of light,” said rich-
ard. “It almost looks like a detached part of the milky Way.”

This faint light is the andromeda Galaxy, also referred to 
as an “island universe.” It is located 2.6 million light years away. 

“It’s the most distant object we can see with our unaided eye.”
If you’d like a little assistance sighting andromeda, consider 

attending one of the two free, monthly Kas Public Viewings 
at the Kalamazoo Nature Center. on october 10th and 24th 
(weather permitting), at 7 p.m., Kas members and all interested 
gather to view the night sky from 
the owl observatory, which is 
located south of the martha G. 
Parfet Butterfly House. 

and if it’s too cloudy or the 
moon is too bright, but you have 
a hankering to increase your as-
tronomical knowledge, try head-
ing over the Kalamazoo Valley 
museum’s Planetarium, which 
will be featuring three shows 
throughout the fall with their 
new, state-of-the-art Digistar IV, 
a $1.3 million projector that will provide a high-resolution, full-
color experience. 

In addition to public viewings, the Kas will also be hosting 
axel mellinger, a physics professor at Central michigan Uni-
versity, who is well-known for his assembled digital panorama 
of the milky Way. Dr. mellinger will speak about his own work 
and digital, dark-room techniques at their october 2 meeting, 
and the public is welcome to attend.

Thanks to technology and the Internet, richard said, as-
tronomy is no longer “just a backyard hobby.”

“We’re not in the dark anymore,” he said.  

Say “Good-bye” to the Summer Stars 
By Theresa Coty O’Neil
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WHO



CLUES

•	Our	Galileo	is	more	comfortable	
studying	art	that	peering	into	the	
night	sky.

•	With	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	from	
College	of	the	Holy	Cross	and	
a	Master	of	Arts	from	George	
Washington	University,	he	is	not	
likely	to	convince	anyone	he	is	
the	father	of	modern	physics	or	
mathematics.

•	He	came	to	Kalamazoo	in	1990	
from	the	Ford	House,	driving	the	
same	Mercedes-Benz	that	he	still	
drives	today.

•	He	has	a	bride	(of	18	years)	and	
only	drinks	beer	from	a	“stine.”

ANSWER ON PAGE 46.

Photography by John Gilroy.

Costume Courtesy of Timid Rabbit Costume Shop.



Performing Arts
Plays

“Good Death” — WmU presents this 
original play that explores euthanasia 
and the work of Dr. Jack Kevorkian. oct. 
8, 9, 10, 15, 16 & 17, 8 p.m., oct. 11, 2 
p.m. Williams Theatre, WmU. 387-6222.
“Five Women Wearing the Same 
Dress” — alan Ball wrote this comedy 
about bridesmaids who bicker, banter 
and form a connection. oct. 29, 30, 31, 
Nov. 5, 6, 7, 8 p.m., Nov. 8, 2 p.m. Wil-
liams Theatre, WmU. 387-6222.
“Twelfth Night” — shakespeare’s com-
edy is a tale of power, love, intrigue and 
mistaken identity. oct. 9, 10, 16, 17, 23 
& 24, 8 p.m., oct. 15, 7:30 p.m., oct. 18, 
2 p.m. Civic auditorium, 329 s. Park st. 
343-1313.
“Later Life” — a romantic comedy that 
tells of a couple reunited after being 
separated for 30 years. oct. 16, 17, 23. 
24. 30. 31. Nov. 6 & 7, 8:30 p.m. New Vic 
Theatre, 134 e. Vine st. 381-3328.

Musicals & 
Opera

“She Loves Me” — a 
comedy with a touch of 
old world elegance, this 
show is a delight for mu-
sical theater lovers. oct. 
2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23 & 
24, 8 p.m., oct. 4, 11, 18 
& 25, 2 p.m. Farmer’s al-

ley Theatre, 221 Farmer’s alley. 343-2727.
“The Wedding Singer” — set in 1985, this 
musical is about a jilted wedding singer 
who finds true love. oct 20 & 21, 7:30 p.m. 
miller auditorium, WmU. 387-2300.

Dance

Open Rehearsal —  Catch a sneak peek of 
Wellspring’s Fall Concert of Dance during 
the November art Hop. Nov. 7,
6–7 p.m. Wellspring Theater, 359 s. Kala-
mazoo mall. 342-4354.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Bullock Series — a series of concerts 
performed by guests of the WmU school 
of music; “By George” a piano faculty 
showcase featuring the music of George 
Gershwin, oct. 18, 3 p.m. Dalton Center 
recital Hall, WmU. 387-2300.
University Symphonic Band — The band 
will be joined by the University Chorale 
and the Collegiate singers for a free con-
cert. oct. 11, 3 p.m. miller auditorium, 
WmU. 387-4667.
Timothy Tikker and Friends — The 
Kalamazoo Bach Festival concert will 
feature organist Tikker performing along 
with vocalist Deborah Friauff and friends. 
oct. 17, 8 p.m. stetson Chapel, K-College. 
337-7407.
“Bel Canto” — Fontana Chamber arts 
explores the world of Paganini as four tal-
ented musicians and friends come together 
for an evening of musical pyrotechnics 
sure to please. oct. 23, 7:30 p.m. Well-
spring Theatre, 359 s. Kalamazoo mall. 
382-7774.
“The Maestro Plays” — a musical story-
book presentation for kids ages 3–6 with 
hands-on activities and music performed 
by the Burdick-Thorne string Quartet.
oct. 24, 10 a.m. epic Center, 359 s. Kala-
mazoo mall. 349-7759.
“TUBAween” — a low brass Halloween 
spectacular concert. oct. 31, 8:15 p.m. Dal-
ton Center recital Hall, WmU. 387-4467.

Vocal

Cantus Femina and Amphion Men’s 
Ensemble — a free concert of early music 
will be presented. oct. 25, 3 p.m. Dalton 
Center recital Hall, WmU. 387-4467.
Sophie Milman — This young, russian-
born singer is the hottest star in the jazz 
scene today. oct. 29, 7:30 p.m. miller 
auditorium, WmU. 387-2300.
Gold Company Sneak Preview — Fea-
turing the Gold Company and GC II jazz 
vocal groups. Nov. 5, 8:15 p.m. Dalton 
Center recital Hall, WmU. 387-2300.

Miscellaneous

Tales From the Field With Jeff Corwin 
— Television host and environmentalist 
Corwin will entertain with this family-
friendly, live, animal show. oct. 18, 2 p.m. 
miller auditorium, WmU. 387-2300.
American Girl Fashion Show — local 
talent models fashions from the historic 
doll collection and modern designs. Kso 
orchestra league benefit for the Kso 
Youth education programs. Nov. 13,
7 p.m.; Nov. 14 & 15, 12:30 and 3:30 p.m.
Fetzer Center, WmU. 349-7759.
The Most Trusted Stranger in America: 
Frank Warren’s PostSecret — a program 
exploring personal secrets that are revealed 
on the Postsecret Web site in order to help 
others cope with their problems. Nov. 4,
8 p.m. miller auditorium, WmU. 387-2300.

Visual Arts
WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455:

17 Days Video Series vol. 3 — a different 
video artist will have their work displayed 
for one day each. runs through oct. 15. 
atrium Gallery.
Body/Image — The exhibition will focus 
on ways of using the body as a platform for 
the working process and as a functional 
component of the art. oct. 15–Nov.13. 
albertine monroe-Brown Gallery.
Leah Rico: Destinesia — This sound 
installation examines how language and 
rituals define cultural identity.oct. 19–31. 
atrium Gallery.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

Speed Bump by Dave Coverly — The wit 
and whimsy of original daily and sunday 
cartoons are on view, along with illustra-
tions from sue macDonald Had a Book. 
runs through Jan. 10.

In all things 
of nature 
there is 

something 
of the

marvelous.

Aristotle
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In Search of Motion: John Cavanaugh/
Sculptor 1921–1985 — An exhibit of ham-
mered lead, aluminum, bronze, ceramics, 
and wax sculpture. Through Nov. 8.
ARTbreak — Informal free presentations 
on art-related topics. Censorship in the 
Arts, Oct. 13; John Brown’s Holy War: Part 
1, Oct. 20; John Brown’s Holy War: Part 2, 
Oct. 27. Bring lunch. 12:15 p.m. 
Art and All That Jazz — Delilah DeWylde 
& The Lost Boys in an evening of art, mu-
sic and socializing. Oct. 20, 5–7 p.m.
Embracing Diverse Voices: African-
American Art in the Collection of the 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts — This 
exhibition marks — and celebrates — the 
KIA’s decade-long progress toward acquir-
ing a significant body of work by African-
American artists. Oct. 3–Nov. 29.

Park Trades Center
345-3311

Open Studios — Visit with artists and see 
various demonstrations during Art Hop. 
Nov. 6, 5–9 p.m.

Miscellaneous

Art Hop — View the works of area artists 
at local venues/galleries in downtown Ka-
lamazoo. Nov. 6, 5 p.m. 342-5059.
Midtown Gallery — Featured exhibitors 
for October are Michael Kifer, ceramics, 
and Fred Zemlick, paintings. Various me-
dia from other local artists will also be on 
display. 356 S. Kalamazoo Mall.
Henderson Castle — Murder mystery din-
ner and tour, October 24 and Oct. 30. Trick 
or Treat at the Castle, October 29. Reserva-
tions required: 343-9242.
Ghosts of Kalamazoo Historic Tour — 
Kalamazoo Jaycee’s third venture into the 
unknown, this year benefiting Warm Kids, 
Riverside Cemetery, Oct. 9 and 10; Down-
town Kalamazoo, Oct. 16 & 17; Mountain 
Home Cemetery, Oct. 23 & 24; 343-2355.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809:

Poetry Feast: A Writer’s Place — Work-
shop with author Dale Kushner, communi-
ty activist who has travelled and published 
widely. Oct. 27, 4 p.m. Central Library.
Stacey Earle and Mark Stuart in Concert 
— Acoustic guitar interplay, autobio-
graphical songwriting, lovely harmonies, 
and humorous storytelling are hallmarks 
of this duo from Tennessee. Nov. 1, 2 p.m. 
Central Library.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Finding Good Food Beyond Factory 
Farms — A discussion of the workings of 
factory farms vs traditional farmers and 
ranchers from Nicolette Hahn Niman, an 
environmental lawyer. Co-sponsored by 
Fair Food Matters and Eat Local Kalama-
zoo. At 6 p.m. meet local farmers, local 
food vendors, and local organizations that

support eating local. Presentation by Ms. 
Niman from 6:30-8 p.m. Oct. 20.
No Doors, No Windows — Get chills 
and shivers with Joe Schreiber, horror and 
suspense writer, as he reads from his new 
thriller, “No Doors, No Windows.” Nov. 2, 
6:30–8 p.m.

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Genome — The Secret of How Life 
Works — Experience the amazing world 
of human genes through family-friendly 
activities. Sept. 26–Jan. 10.

(continued on page 44)

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214
Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767

E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com

We all like to make a good first im-
pression. What, then, are we to make 
of Richard Wagner, famed German 
composer? Wagner regularly kept 
visitors waiting, only to appear suddenly 
dressed in velvet and satin, looking 
much like a Tudor king. These were 
his “composing” clothes. When French 
author Alexander Dumas called on him, 
Wagner offended him by ignoring his 
guest’s pleasantries with a stoic chill. In 
retaliation, Dumas wrote of Wagner’s 
music, calling it “Wagnerian din 
inspired by the riot of cats scampering in 
the dark about an ironmonger’s shop.” 
Before that was published, Wagner 

returned Dumas’ visit only to be greeted 
30 minutes later by the author decked 
out in a plumed helmet and flowered 
dressing gown. He explained: “Half my 
ideas are lodged in this helmet and the 
other half in a pair of jack-boots which I 
put on to compose love scenes.” Wagner 
was not amused.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

27w w w . e n c o r e k a l a m a z o o . c o m



HosTlY aPParITIoNs and unexplained noises. Investigations, evidence, and
testimony of “the other side.” This is the eerie realm of southern michigan 
Paranormals, living persons who utilize photographs, audio recordings, 
and their own highly attuned sensitivity to learn about and document the 
existence of supposedly deceased spirit energy. 

The southern michigan Paranormals (smP) began in 2007 when founders Dan 
Holroyd and Jack Newnum combined their life-long interest in ghosts with preserv-
ing historical buildings. Their fi rst focus was Western michigan University’s east 
Hall, erected in 1905, where the cremated remains of Dr. Dwight B. Waldo were 
placed in the cornerstone. Dan, who is now the smP president and lead investigator, 
doesn’t claim to have encountered the spirit of Western’s fi rst president, but he and 
Jack did come away with a photo described as a child spirit and a recording of an 
unseen old man. 

“I was coming up the stairs from a school playroom in the basement,” Dan says of 
the building that was once a teachers’ training facility. “I thought there might be child 

Paranormal:
Beyond the 

range of normal 
experience 
or scientifi c 
explanation

Ghost Hunting
in Southwest Michigan

By Robert M. Weir

The lower right corner of this 
photo shows what appears 

to be the head of a man who 
has a strong resemblance to 

Dan Holroyd Sr., the father of 
SMP founder and president 

Dan Holroyd Jr. The photo 
was inadvertently taken 

with a cell phone camera in 
January 2008 just months 

after the elder Holroyd had 
died, on Halloween in 2007. 

The window is on the second 
fl oor of the Holroyd home in 

Portage. Dan reports that 
paranormal activity began in 

the home shortly after this 
photo was taken.
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spirits there, so I said, ‘Did you play in 
this playroom? Did you like playing 
here?’ I didn’t hear anything at the time, 
but when I played that back on my digi-
tal recorder, I heard a gruff voice say, ‘It’s 
no place to play, and I hate it.’”

of the fl oating child, Dan says, 
“When I took the picture, I was just 
shooting the hallway. I didn’t see any-
thing unusual in the viewfi nder, but the 
apparition showed up on the digital fi le. 
It’s a fl esh-colored head and body, and it’s 
in front of the fi re doors.”

Dan’s wife, eve, who is smP’s trea-
surer, points out that, often, sounds and 
images not heard or seen on site at the 
time manifest as energy on digital fi les. 
“The majority of people have sensitivity 
and empathic abilities, women especial-
ly, but psychics and some paranormal 
investigators have trained their senses 
to hear and see what others don’t,” eve 
says.

Debunking is a major part of a para-
normal investigation. “We scrutinize all 
the evidence we collect,” Dan says. “We 
question if lights could have come from 
passing cars, if shadows could have come 
from an investigator’s fl ashlight, if cer-
tain sounds could be creaking fl oors or 
neighbors talking. We try to reproduce 
everything. and what we can’t explain or 
debunk remains as something unex-
plainable, paranormal.”

To debunk the image of the fl oating 
child at east Hall, for example, Dan and 
Jack took more photos of that hallway on 
the same afternoon, looking for anything 
that could have been misconstrued 
as an apparition. “There was nothing 
there that would block the light coming 
through the crack between the doors, 
like that apparition did,” Dan affi rms.

Kalamazoo’s state Theatre and 
neighboring Harvey’s on the mall are 
two more favorite haunts of the southern 
michigan Paranormals. 

The investigation of the state, 
conducted by 20 paranormals, involved 
the use of fi ve, tripod-mounted, infrared, 
video cameras, still photo cameras and 
digital recorders, and a live broadcast on 

Internet radio. after the broadcast, Dan 
and smP training manager and photog-
rapher Jon meyle captured an unexplain-
able voice and sound. 

“Jon was walking on stage, and I 
was sitting on a chair, with my laptop 
and digital recorder,” Dan relates. “on 
the recording, you can hear me key-
stroking, and you can hear Jon walking. 
Then you hear, ‘Giddyup. Giddyup.’ 
and the sound of a bullwhip. Nor-
mally, when we hear or see something, 
like a dog barking or a car outside, we 
comment so we know it is explainable. 
Neither of us made a comment about 
this unusual sound.”

Because the theater, built by Col. 
William Butterfi eld in 1927, was a 
vaudeville venue, Dan wondered if the 
sounds might be related to spirit energy 
from that era. He later learned there had, 
indeed, been circus acts at the state. 
“Bingo. That was it,” he exclaims. 

at Harvey’s on the mall, the south-
ern michigan Paranormals made contact 
with a spirit through a K2 milliGauss 
electromagnetic fi eld (emF) meter, an 
electronic device through which ghost 
hunters are sometimes able to obtain 
yes-or-no answers from present spirits. 
Dan and smP research manager Denise 
Gowen-Krueger observed orange lights 
on their K2 throughout much of the 
building, an indication of nearby para-
normal energy. “I said, ‘We want to ask 
you questions, and if you want to answer 
yes, step close to the device and you 
will see it light up.’ This gives the spirit 
instructions about how to communicate 
with us,” Dan explains. 

“Then Denise asked, ‘are you Dr. 
John mcKibbin (a physician who lived 
and practiced in that building in the 
1890s and early 1900s)?’ and, bang, the 
meter lit up into the orange, like he was 
standing right there. Denise asked, ‘Did 
you come here to practice medicine?’ 
It lit up again. ‘Is your wife here with 
you?’ Nothing. ‘Could you do an ex-
amination on me?’ The meter went into 
the orange. Then Denise, who is highly 
sensitive, said, ‘something is touch-

tal recorder, I heard a gruff voice say, ‘It’s 
no place to play, and I hate it.’”

of the fl oating child, Dan says, 
“When I took the picture, I was just 
shooting the hallway. I didn’t see any-
thing unusual in the viewfi nder, but the 
apparition showed up on the digital fi le. 
It’s a fl esh-colored head and body, and it’s 
in front of the fi re doors.”

Dan’s wife, eve, who is smP’s trea-
surer, points out that, often, sounds and 
images not heard or seen on site at the 
time manifest as energy on digital fi les. 
“The majority of people have sensitivity 
and empathic abilities, women especial-
ly, but psychics and some paranormal 
investigators have trained their senses 
to hear and see what others don’t,” eve 

Ghost Hunting
in Southwest Michigan
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SMP vice president Deb Parra-Sacchetti holds 
“Stanley,” a large, infrared, video camera that 
has the capability of capturing images in the dark 
over an area the size of a football fi eld.

Part of the Southern Michigan Paranormal team 
gathers around Command Central to watch a 
large monitor, split into quadrants, which shows 
images from four infrared, digital cameras 
located inside what is believed to be a haunted 
house. The images are captured on a DVD for 
review later. In the photo are investigators 
Denise Gowen-Krueger, Jon Meyle, Deb Parra-
Sacchetti, Dyana Howard, and Randy Walz.

SMP case manager and investigator Dyana 
Howard and her son, Marshall, stand in their 
kitchen prior to an investigation in their home in 
July 2009. They believe they have experienced 
paranormal activity that is the spirit of Henry P. 
Phelps, the man who built the house in 1876.
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It’s nine at night and the summer sun is 
setting on the home of Dyana How-
ard in Hartford. Dyana and her son, 

marshall, have witnessed a spirit there, 
perhaps that of Henry Phelps, who built 
the home in 1876 and died a violent death 
in Chicago. 

The southern michigan Paranormals 
team has their equipment van, Com-
mand Central, parked behind the house. 
Vice president and tech and equipment 
manager Deb Parra-sacchetti is adjusting 
two large video screens. Inside, the crew is 
setting up fi ve infrared video cameras—
three upstairs and two down. 

Within the hour, smP president and 
lead investigator Dan Holroyd gathers the 
group in the living room where marshall 
has seen a candle holder be lifted off the 
fi replace mantel and dropped to the fl oor. 

Dan divides the group into three 
teams. The fi rst investigators to remain in 
the house are Denise Gowen-Krueger, Jon 
meyle, and myself. The others turn out the 
lights and exit to Command Central.

Denise notes the time, 10 minutes be-
fore 11, and we ascend the steps to Dyana’s 
bedroom, each of us with a camera and 

a digital voice recorder. Denise has a K2 
electromagnetic fi eld meter. 

“Is there anyone in the room who 
would like to speak with us?” Denise asks. 
silence. “Can you tell us your name?” 
silence. “are you Henry Phelps? Were you 
one of sherman’s sharpshooters in the 
Civil War?” silence. 

“I hear a TV in the neighbor’s house,” 
Jon says. 

“my camera made a click when I 
closed the viewfi nder,” I add. 

“Can you move something or tap on 
something or touch one of us?” Denise asks. 

Denise enters a large closet. “It’s about 
10 degrees cooler in here,” she says. 

Dan speaks to us over a two-way 
radio. The rest of the investigators saw a 
shadow move toward the upper right-hand 
corner of the wall and ceiling. We replicate 
our movements and check the position of 
our cameras and fl ashlight. We are trying 
to debunk. and we do. The shadow came 
from one of us, not a fl oating spirit. 

We move to other rooms, including 
marshall’s bedroom where he has heard 
running water even though the nearby 
bathroom is not plumbed. Denise’s two-way 

radio produces static: 
six distinct blurts of 
equal length, evenly 
spaced, followed 
by several seconds 
of silence, then the 
pattern repeats sev-
eral times. We can’t 
explain that.

We descend 
the stairs to the 
game room. There, 
Jon’s radio produces 
constant static when 
he stands near the 
southern exterior 
wall. later, the radios 
of other investigators 
do the same, and the 
team decides there 

is electrical interference in that part of the 
house.

In the living room, Denise thinks she 
sees something move in front of power 
lights on the DVD player, but she’s not sure. 

after an hour, we exit the house. 
another team enters. Nearly an hour later, 
a third team takes their turn. 

sometime after one in the morning, 
everyone re-enters the house and convenes 
in the living room. With lights still out, we 
employ a hack box, which is a standard 
am radio that has been modifi ed to only 
scan and not tune in any one station. as it 
passes quickly from frequency to fre-
quency, we hear fractions of syllables. The 
theory is that any whole words or phrases 
would be from a spirit. 

While known to work, on this 
night, the hack box provides no auditory 
evidence. Neither does any of the digital 
photographs that several of us took. 

Near two in the morning, we turn 
on the lights and take down the cameras. 
Dyana and marshall are disappointed. 
They had been hoping for solid answers to 
an ethereal situation. 

“We know that’s the way it goes 
sometimes, but we don’t feel let down,” 
says Dan Holroyd. “even though we didn’t 
see anything major or we didn’t collect 
any visual evidence, we know we could go 
back at a later date and witness something 
great. sometimes, it’s a matter of the spirits 
becoming comfortable with our presence.”

at three, we depart. some will catch 
an hour or two of sleep before going to 
their day jobs. In the next week, they will 
watch 25 hours of video collected this 
night: fi ve hours from each of fi ve cameras. 
each person will listen to their digital au-
dio recorders and view their photographs. 
They will report their fi ndings to Dan. 

and the following week, they will do 
it again, seeking an explanation in some 
other home or business where residents 
and owners have witnessed something 
they cannot explain.  

It’s nine at night and the summer sun is 
setting on the home of Dyana How-
ard in Hartford. Dyana and her son, 

marshall, have witnessed a spirit there, 

a digital voice recorder. Denise has a K2 
electromagnetic fi eld meter. 

“Is there anyone in the room who 
would like to speak with us?” Denise asks. 

is electrical interference in that part of the 
house.

In the living room, Denise thinks she 
sees something move in front of power 

Hunting for Ghosts in Hartford

The paranormals who investigated the home of Dyana Howard in Hartford 
in July 2009 include (sitting) Dan Holroyd, Jon Meyle, Dyana Howard, 
Marshall Howard; and (standing) Eve Holroyd, Denise Gowen-Krueger, Deb 
Parra-Sacchetti, and Randy Walz.

Ph
ot

o:
 r

ob
er

t W
ei

r

30  E N C O R E  •  O C T O B E R  2 0 0 9



Looking for a new view?

Jim Gilmore Enterprises
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ing my head and neck, like I’m being 
examined.’” 

a fi rm belief in connections to 
the spirit world, and with each 
other, is a major part of the col-

lective smP persona. “our members live 
throughout southern michigan and come 
from all walks of life. We have different 
ethnicities and skin colors. We practice 
different religions,” states eve Holroyd. 
“But we all have a belief in spiritual-
ism. We all seek an explanation.” Dan 
adds, “We respect each other because of 
our diversity. We don’t try to overpower 

experiences with any one belief. We can’t, 
because there is no ‘norm’ in the paranor-
mal world. It’s uncharted territory.”

one goal of smP is to help paranor-

mal studies become an accepted science. 
To that end, smP and other ghost-hunter 
groups employ both technology and 
methodology to bring physical proof 

Kalamazoo’s historic Henderson Castle will be the site of two paranormal investigations in October 
and the public is invited to participate. Southeast Paranormal Investigations, which represents the 
new, fall, television show “Extreme Ghost Hunting,” will inspect the castle on October 10. Then, on 
Halloween night, Southern Michigan Paranormals will investigate. According to Peter Livingstone-
McNelis, castle proprietor, at the time he purchased the castle, it was rumored to be one of the four 
most haunted places in the Kalamazoo area. Past investigations have purportedly revealed friendly 
ghosts — children playing and laughing.
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to skeptics. In addition, Dan says, “The 
best tool any paranormal investigator 
has is himself, his body, and his senses. 
after you’ve been doing this for awhile, 
you can feel when the energy changes 
in a room.” Denise, for example, can feel 
heavy energy and changes in tempera-
ture. she and Jon often speak a prayer 
prior to an investigation through which 

they ask for personal grounding 
and invite connections with the 
spirit world.

Denise, Dan, and the entire 
smP group enjoy a phenomenal 
connection with Kalamazoo’s 
Henderson Castle and its owners 
Peter and laura livingstone-
mcNelis — and with Clare Burleigh, an 

historical figure whose body is buried in 
nearby mountain Home Cemetery. 

The story begins with Dan hear-
ing a voice in a castle storage room. 
From that came discovery of a framed 
illustration that honors Halloween par-
ties hosted by former owner Fred royce 
from 1981 to 1996. Drawn in the dust 
across the word “Henderson,” the smP 
team discovered the word “Clare.” Dan, 
who had worked as an investigator for 
private security firms, determined that 
the drawing was fresh and, through 
questioning, that it had not been cre-
ated by anyone on the smP team. 

so, who is Clare? The name of a girl 
from the Victorian age when Henderson 
Castle was built? a reference to Clare, 
mich., where Frank and mary Hender-
son, the castle’s original owners, had 
numerous connections?

No, as it turned out, none of these 
suppositions were correct. But that deter-
mination would not be made until a year 
later when the smP team conducted a 
training session for new investigators at 
mountain Home Cemetery.   

Dan relates, “We were looking 
across West main at Henderson Castle, 
and I was explaining the paranormal 
activities we experienced there, includ-
ing finding the name Clare on that 
illustration, when I got the feeling that a 
man in the cemetery was calling to me. 
I walked to a headstone I had never seen 
before and saw the name Clare Burleigh 
along with words that he had been in 
the spanish-american War. I asked, ‘are 
you Clare from the castle?’ and ‘may we 
take a picture?’ — we do that because 

Paranormal

SMP research manager Denise Gowen-Krueger 
hangs wind chimes from a ceiling light in the 
master bedroom of a home. If the chimes should 
sound during an investigation, it might indicate 
the presence of spirit energy.
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we always want to respect the spirit and 
ask permission. We didn’t hear anything 
at the time, but on my digital recorder, 
later, we heard ‘Yes’ and ‘oK’ in response 
to my questions.”

Through further research, Denise, 
with her avid interest in history, found 
that Clare Burleigh’s regiment, Company 
G of the 35th michigan Volunteer Infan-
try, had personally received a U.s. fl ag 
from Frank Henderson. “The veterans 
of the spanish-american War have an 
internment problem,” states Denise, “and 
I discovered that Clare Burleigh was not 
on the memorial roll that honors soldiers 
from that confl ict.” 

at the same time, Denise was con-
ducting Internet genealogy research on 
her family. she clicked on a link that told 
her the names of her famous relatives. 
Then, motivated by intuitive curiosity, 
she performed the same search for Clare 
Burleigh who was born in 1873 and died 
in 1924. The lists were practically identi-
cal, and the correlation showed that 
Clare’s eighth great-grandmother and 
Denise’s 10th great-grandmother were 
the same person. Denise, then, took it 
upon herself to contact government of-
fi cials and get Clare’s name on the honor 
roll of spanish-american War veterans.

so, did the spirit of Clare Burleigh 
take action to rectify that omission of his 
name? “I think he got the wagon rolling,” 
Dan affi rms. and Denise, along with oth-
ers on the smP team, has adopted Clare 
as their spirit mascot. “We put fl owers 
and fl ags on his grave on memorial Day 
this year,” Denise states with familial 
affection.

Dan sees far-reaching benefi ts to 
these activities, benefi ts that are helping 
to catapult southern michigan Para-
normals into national recognition and 
greater access to regional historical sites. 
“Trying to fi nd out who Clare is, I got 
in touch with psychics who do Internet 
radio shows. one of them, who knew 
nothing of Kalamazoo, told us to check a 
pioneer graveyard near the middle of the 
city. From that, we discovered that south 
Westnedge street Park was originally 
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known as Pioneer Cemetery, the city’s 
fi rst cemetery. We went there and gath-
ered evidence: electronic voice phenom-
ena (eVPs) and photographs of strange 
balls of light coming out of the ground 
and other things we can’t explain.”

The spirits that inhabit or “haunt” 
homes and businesses are fi elds of 
energy, paranormal investigators 

claim. smP case manager and investigator 
Dyana Howard, who sees an apparition at 
her home in Hartford, says, “sometimes 
when I walk through the house, my hair 
stands up and I get goose bumps. Then, 
I know that something is different, the 
whole energy of the room is ‘off.’”

Dan has a photograph of an energy 
source that he encountered while doing 
an investigation aboard U.s.s. silver-
sides, a World War II submarine that is 
now a tourist attraction in muskegon. 
The photo, taken with a standard Canon 
digital camera, shows a steel walkway, 
including a hatch, above the engine 
room. Beside the walkway, a fi ve-inch 
gap separates it from the vessel’s hull. 
The normally gray-colored walkway and 
hatch are tinted a bright rose and yellow, 
and an oddly shaped fl ash of bright gold 
fi lls part of the gap. “That is a heat signa-
ture,” Dan states. 

Prior to taking the photo, Dan was 
passing through that area to check the 
functionality of an infrared camera. The 

space was dimly lit by a single, 40-watt, 
red, emergency, battle light mounted 
on a bulkhead. as he passed carefully 
over the engine room, he heard banging. 
looking down, toward the gap between 
the walkway and the hull, he saw a 
shadow move. “my fi rst thought is that 
the college students who work as docents 
aboard the vessel had snuck back to 
scare us,” Dan reports. 

“‘You stinkers,’ I thought; ‘I’m going 
to scare you right back.’ I crept up on the 
hatch, grabbed hold, and yanked, expect-
ing it to open easily. It came up a few 
inches, but it was chained and padlocked 
on the other side. I lost my balance and 
stumbled backward. The noise stopped. 
The shadow moved. and as I watched, the 
spirit energy came up through that little 
space to my level. It passed in front of the 
red battle light and was gone.” moments 
later, Dan took the photo, capturing 
the heat signature. subsequent photos 
showed no paranormal discoloration.

at mainstreet Winery in Howell, 
smP captured an image of a moving 
energy orb on two digital video cameras. 
“The winery is long, so we set up two 
cameras back-to-back,” Dan explains. 
“my emF ghost meter was on a table 
near the cameras. We were just 10 min-
utes into the investigation, and it started 
lighting up. I asked, ‘Is somebody here 
with us?’ and this orb came out from the 
middle of the table, rose up — not fast — 

This photo of a walkway and hatch cover on the U.S.S. Silversides submarine in Muskegon, taken with 
a standard digital camera, shows discoloration that the SMP group calls a heat signature. Moments 
before Dan Holroyd took the photo, he experienced the presence of an apparition that ascended 
through the fi ve-inch gap between the walkway and the hull (right). Dan’s friendly relationship with the 
Michigan Historical Society gives him access to some of the most historic Michigan locations.
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Three Generations Serving Kalamazoo
in an arc in front of one camera and went 
over the top and came down and passed 
in front of the other camera.” 

Having had these experiences that 
might cause faint hearts to palpitate, 
southern michigan Paranormals are in-
tent on creating a mid american alliance 
of Paranormal societies (maaPs) that 
would be comparable to well-established 
ghost-hunter groups on the east Coast, 
West Coast, and in the south. one of 
these, The atlantic Paranormal society 
(TaPs), produces the popular television 
series “Ghost Hunters.” 

as a step in the direction of maaPs, 
smP is establishing professional rela-
tionships with the Historical society 
of michigan and municipalities to gain 
permission to investigate public muse-
ums and schools.

smP members have been asked 
to speak at paranormal conferences in 
Chicago and New York. and they are 
attempting to organize a paranormal 
conference at the state Theatre in the 
spring. 

The summer of 2009 brought the in-
augural issue of “Paranormal Periodical,” 
a quarterly magazine about paranormal 
activities and smP members. 

They will continue to broadcast 
interviews, stories, and events on their 
Internet radio program, “all souls Para-
normal radio Network” (www.asprn.
com) on Tuesdays at 10 p.m. 

smP will host haunted tours and 
ghost hunts in livingston County in the 
spring, and they will continue to conduct 
an average of one investigation per week 
here in southern michigan. 

a highlight of this schedule will be a 
special investigation at Henderson Castle 
on saturday, october 31. Guests who 
register to stay that night, Halloween, at 
that famous castle at the top of the hill 
and across the road from a cemetery, will 
be part of a paranormal investigation, led 
by the smP team. 

Do you want to come along? Then, or 
any other time? You can. Contact south-
ern michigan Paranormals through their 
Web site: www.smparanormals.com. 
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T Was a sun-dappled summer’s 
afternoon in the mid 1890s, the hey-
day of the hobo. at a certain hobo 

jungle secluded in the woods not far 
from the railroad tracks, one by one the 
tramps returned from a nearby town, 
each having begged a hot meal and with 
their pockets bulging with viands for 
the evening repast. William H. Davies, 
the Welsh poet and “super-Tramp” who 
described in several autobiographies 
numerous forays into michigan prior to 
falling off a train and losing a leg, had 
never known his friend, Detroit Fatty, 
to be in such a state of mind: “He was 
seen to bite his lip and to pass his hand 
over his forehead, and glare defiantly at 
his companions.”

When saginaw slim tried to console 
him, “the poor fellow sat on a fallen 
tree and rocked his head between his 
hands.” Bothered by their brother beg-

gar’s strange behavior, a trio of tramps 
demanded he tell them the problem. 
Whereupon Fatty pulled a small bar of 
soap from his pocket, threw it on the 
ground and in a broken voice explained 
the cause of his dejection:

“Boys, I am no longer fit for your 
company, for I have now become a com-
mon thief. When I was leaving a certain 
house, I saw a small piece of soap on the 
window sill and, forgetting that I was a 
well-known beggar, and not a petty thief, 
I stole it. Can you keep the secret, boys? 
let my guilt not be seen in the eyes of 
my fellow travelers when I enter into 
strange camps. In stealing this bar of 
soap I have proved myself an unsuccess-
ful beggar and false to my profession, 
and I have certainly won no glory as a 
thief. I, who could beg half a ton of soap 
in a day, to be guilty of stealing this!”

The disgraced pan-handler then 

kicked the soap into the woods, rushed 
from the camp and hopped a fast freight 
for parts unknown. after a lengthy 
discussion, his companions concluded 
the thievery had been committed “in a 
temporary fit of insanity.”

Davies’s story demonstrated that 
some of the estimated half-million “men 
on the move” who rode the nation’s rails 
during this era took a definite pride in 
their craft. But a well-defined hierarchy 
existed among america’s vagabonds, 
and all did not subscribe to such a high 
moral code as Detroit Fatty. edmond 
Kelly, a professor at Columbia University 
and author of “The elimination of the 
Tramp” (1908), offered these definitions 
of the general term vagrant: Tramp—
one who dreams and wanders. Hobo—
one who works sometimes and wanders. 
Bum—one who drinks and wanders.

By the end of the 20th century, 

The Kid from Kalamazoo and 
Other Knights of the Road
By Larry Massie

Homelessness is 

nothing new in 

Michigan, as Larry 

Massie describes in his 

most recent piece of 

history printed here.

This 1911 photograph shows a “tramp” riding the rails in a very dangerous position.
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tramps, hoboes, bums, the whole kit and 
caboodle, would be homogenized into 
the euphemisms of homeless or street 
person, and with the advent of the femi-
nine version, bag lady.

But back in the golden age of 
trampdom the peripatetic brotherhood 
identified in its own colorful jargon 
each of the subspecies. Bindle stiffs 
carried a bundle containing all their 
worldly possessions—the stereotypical 
hobo of cartoons. Boomers were itiner-
ant seasonal laborers. Dingbats and 
moochers were professional tramp beg-
gars. a scenery bum was a young tramp 
traveling for the pleasure and excite-
ment of it. Yeggs were dangerous profes-
sional criminals who moved among 
the railroad tramps and were not above 
murdering their fellow travelers. at 
the bottom were jungle buzzards who 
subsisted on food left in camps after the 
tramps moved on or actually begged off 
other hoboes.

a successful professional beggar 
soon learned who were the most likely 
to succumb to his plea for help. one 
turn-of-the-century scholarly tramp 
devised a ranking of the best “marks.” 
He suggested beggars approach laborers 
or shabby looking men because “the less 

wealthy prefer to believe they belong to 
a class that gives rather than a class that 
receives.” Prostitutes, he testified, were 
the most generous because they liked to 
atone for their sins with acts of generosi-
ty. Catholic sisters, too, were particularly 
good-natured toward the needy. Protes-
tant clergymen, on the other hand, were 
to be avoided as “they will raise your 
hopes, waste your time, and send you 
along with nothing more than pompous 
commandments.”

Joseph Cook, a clergyman who 
spent some time among tramps in the 
1870s gathering material for a sermon 
he delivered in Boston against them, 
learned the meaning of the cabalistic 
symbols hoboes chalked on the gates of 
homes. a single circle meant the house-
hold was good for food and clothing. a 
circle with one line through it meant that 
a beggar could only get food. a circle 
with two lines meant beware, a vicious 
dog abided there, anathema to beggars.

The Kid from Kalamazoo and 
Other Knights of the Road
By Larry Massie

Vigilante justice for tramps on the Michigan frontier sometimes included a “timber lesson.”
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lower monroe street where “for five cents 
a man could have two by six feet on the 
floor.” another nickel bought the use of a 
thin blanket for the night.

elsewhere in michigan edwin a. 
Brown masqueraded as a tramp to gather 
information for his 1913 volume “Broke” 
The man Without the Dime, an exposé 
of the plight of urban homeless. During 
the bitterly cold winter of 1911–1912 he 
spent a week investigating Detroit. He 
found the mission established by wealthy 
philanthropist Tracy mcGregor to be one 
of the best in the nation with the excep-
tion that early on a sunday morning the 
scantily clad inmates were driven out-
side to shiver in the cold for two hours. 
Worse yet, at the michigan Free employ-
ment Bureau, where applicants stomped 
in with snow-encrusted feet, he observed 
“two hundred crowded into a congested 
room—many of them with broken shoes 
and sockless feet standing in ice water 
for hours while they waited and hoped!”

Those without even a nickel or dime 
for a flop house or who found themselves 
in a rural environment when winter hit 
often chose to commit some petty crime 
and thus gain sanctuary in the local 
lock-up. In 1878 the Coldwater republi-
can reported that 50 tramps were being 
housed and fed at taxpayers’ expense in 
the Branch County Jail.

after spending a season harvesting 
fruit in Berrien County, super-tramp 
Davies enjoyed a cozy winter in the local 
hoosegow though the machinations of a 
crooked sheriff who was only too happy 
to take in any and all tramps and then 
pocket most of the per diem the county 
allotted for each prisoner.

In his delightful memoir about 
growing up in Berrien County’s Hart-
ford, the heart of the fruit country, 
Kalamazoo historian Willis Dunbar 
described the hoboes and tramps who 
streamed into the town during harvest 
time. He termed them “for the most part 
the scum of the earth.” They went house-
to-house pretending to seek work, some 
claiming to be skilled at repairing lawn 
mowers, “but few of them wanted to get 

on the business end of one.” rather than 
arrest them for some minor infraction 
and lodge the vagrants in jail at village 
expense, the local marshal raided the 
jungle down near the railroad yards and 
chased them away.

mabel Hawkins, in a well-researched 
history of early Vicksburg, related the 
story of a how a certain Deputy Clark 
solved the case of four tramps guilty of 
breaking seals to enter boxcars. In July 
1897 they had been caught in the act by a 
conductor who doused them with a pail of 
water. Clark rounded up all the tramps on 
the vicinity, 58 in all, and sent along the 
four wet ones to Kalamazoo for 30 days of 
working on the city’s stone pile.

other law enforcement officers were 
not so successful in dealing with tramps. 
In 1899, Night Policeman John Craig at-
tempted to arrest a pair of tramps hiding 
in a boxcar on the sturgis siding. Two 
shots rang out, killing the patrolman. 
Despite an intensive manhunt involving 
a posse of 100 men and a $500 reward, 
the murderers escaped apprehension.

uggets of lore about tramps, ho-
boes and the ilk abound through-
out michigan’s literary heritage. 

among the earliest recorded is a territori-
al law enacted in 1818 providing for stern 
punishment of “any idle vagrant.” Tramps 
apprehended by a constable were to be 
tied to the whipping post near Detroit’s 
market place on Woodward avenue and 
lashed “not exceeding ten stripes.” an 
alternative sentence provided for each to 
be auctioned off to the highest bidder as 
a slave for up to three months’ time. an 
1821 article in the Detroit Gazette noted 
that the law “has had the effect of sending 
from the territory very many drunkards 
and vagabonds that thronged into it from 
Canada, ohio and the state of New York.” 
The punitive vagrancy law remained in 
effect for 20 years.

after the Civil War, a pandemic of 
tramps rambled the countryside, begging 
or stealing, facilitated in their travels by 
the national networks of railroads that 
had been laid beginning in the 1830s. 
Grand rapids pioneer and Civil War 
hero Charles Belknap remembered “the 
country including Western michigan 
was infested with hundreds of wander-
ing men who wandered the continent 
over, sleeping any place at all and living 
on back door lunches and the sympa-
thies of the public.” many vagabonds 
were, in fact, disabled Union soldiers 
during an era when a government pen-
sion for total disability paid only $8 a 
month. Belknap noted that after the 
michigan Home for Indigent soldiers 
opened in Grand rapids in 1885, the 
army of veteran tramps diminished.

Belknaps recalled another set of fac-
tors that influenced tramps to seek their 
livelihood in areas other than southwest 
michigan, the “three s’s”—soap, soup 
and swatter—the first two supplied at 
workhouses to which judges sentenced 
tramps, and they often featured an actual 
rock pile to be pounded into road gravel. 
The swatter came in the form of beat-
ings with clubs, sometimes administered 
by vigilante bands of locals. Belknap 
remembered a tramps’ lodging house on 

massie

Edwin A. Brown masqueraded as a tramp in 1911 
to explore Detroit’s homeless situation.
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he most infamous gang of yeggs, 
the “lakeshore Push” (an under-
world term for gang), operated 

mainly along the michigan southern 
and lakeshore railroad, which ran, 
in part, from Toledo across southern 
michigan and hence to Chicago. Josiah 
Flynt, who described in several books 
his career both as a tramp and tramp 
detective in the 1880s and ’90s, wrote 
in detail about the lakeshore Push. 
Beginning in the 1870s through the 
turn-of-the-century, the gang robbed 
scores of merchandise cars, banks, post 
offi ces and homes, and fl ed with vir-
tual immunity on the railroad. many of 
the gang’s members were tough Great 
lakes sailors without work when the 
shipping season ended in the fall.

But for every yegg there were 
dozens of relatively honest “knights 
of the road” who embraced the hobo 
lifestyle for the freedom and adven-
ture it offered. some were even lovable 
characters, such as Harry Cooper, a.k.a. 
railroad Jack, an intellectual hobo who 
is credited with inventing a hammock 
for riding safely strapped beneath the 
boxcars. Beginning in 1889 he rode the 
rail on 58 different railroad lines across 
the nation, logging a total of 130,000 
miles. When not on his peregrina-
tions, Harry, who possessed near total 
recall of the many history books he 
had absorbed, delivered well-received 
lectures atop a soapbox in the streets 
of Bay City, Detroit and other michigan 
cities. He became a particular favorite 
among the students at the University 
of michigan, who crowded around him 
during his orations and peppered him 
with historical questions that he never 
failed to answer correctly. railroad Jack 
jumped his last train in 1933 and was 
found dead beside the tracks in Coldwa-
ter. His grave, marked with a handsome 
tombstone contributed by an admirer, 
lies in ann arbor’s st. Thomas Catholic 
Church Cemetery.

The number of tramps traveling by 
train leveled off after World War I with 
the proliferation of automobiles and the 

emergence of an alternative free way to 
ride, “bumming” via the thumb.

The Great Depression, however, 
witnessed an up tick in the number of 
vagabonds who rode the rails. With 
jobs nearly impossible to fi nd, espe-
cially in hard-hit michigan, many a 
young man and some girls, too, took 
to the road for adventure. Thomas 
minehan’s “Boy and Girl Tramps of 
america,” published in 1934, docu-
mented in a survey that only Pennsyl-
vania contributed more young tramps 
than michigan. minehan included a 
number of pages concerning his inter-
view of a young hobo with the moniker 
Kalamazoo Kid, a teenaged Casanova 
who boasted loudly of his under-age 
conquests.

By the Depression era, a consider-
able body of tramp poetry had been col-
lected, and some of it featuring the likes 
of “Big mac from mackinaw,” “Con the 
sneak from Battle Creek,” and “lone-
some lou from Kalamazoo.” evidently, 
there existed more than one hobo who 
adopted the nickname Kalamazoo Kid. 
In 1937, loren Phillips published his 
volume, “songs of the Cinder Trail,” 
which included a poetic saga of “The 
Kid from Kalamazoo,” who, not unlike 
Detroit Fatty, cherished a certain pride 
in his craft. after begging a dime from a 
stranger, the Kid replied:

“Bo, I aint no woikin’ stiff, I’ll have 
ye understand!”

said he: “I am a gentleman, cut out 
fer higher things

Than woikin’ fer me board an’ keep 
like common underlings;

These hands o’ mine aint done no 
woik fer lousy profi teers;

I’ve been a knight o’ th’ roarin’ road 
fer nigh on thirty years!

They call me th’ Kid from Kalama-
zoo, an ‘ever bo y’ meet

’Il tell ye I have got a style that none 
uv em c’n beat;

T’ hit a backdoor fer a handout, I 
wuz never knowed,

Fer I aint jest a common bum,—I’m 
a knight o’ th’ roarin’ road!” 
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oB GraINGer and many of the 
other 86 members of Team Tay-

lor rode 300 miles in three days 
in late July as part of a make-a-Wish 
Foundation of michigan fund-raiser that 
kept their heart rates hopping.

It was the last mile, ridden in 
silence, however, that most touched 
their hearts.

along the last mile of the road as 
they entered Chelsea were photographs 
of people, children mostly, who had died 
well before their time.

at one point Team Taylor riders 
stopped for a moment of silent refl ection, 
of prayer, to honor the memory of Taylor 
Grainger, the bright, pretty and very gen-
erous young 14-year-old who died may 
14, 2007, while watching a softball game 
in mattawan.

It was Taylor’s make-a-Wish dream 
to swim with dolphins in Hawaii that 
brought rob and other members of the 
team to this moment. although she 
never realized her dream, make-a-Wish 
has played an ever-bigger role in the 
Grainger family lives.

Born with a severe heart defect on 
aug. 14, 1992, Taylor had the fi rst of 
three open-heart surgeries on the day 
she was born. Despite a mild case of 
cerebral palsy that developed after the 
third surgery, Taylor was very active 
through about age 10 when her health 
began to slowly deteriorate as the result 
of a condition called Ple, short for 
protein-losing enteropathy.

Thought to be associated with 
a life-saving heart surgery called the 
Fontan Procedure, Ple is marked by the 
inability to absorb nutrients, especially 
electrolytes calcium and potassium. 

Taylor’s third and last surgery was the 
Fontan Procedure.

“Potassium is to the heart what oil is 
to a motor,” rob said. robbed of potas-
sium and other vital nutrients, Taylor’s 
heart simply gave up.

Before the Ple began to take its toll, 
Taylor “had a super mild case of CP,” rob 
said. “To look at her you never would 
have thought she had anything but a 
slightly stiff way of walking.

“she played soccer, softball and 
swam. and she loved arts and crafts. she 
was a very creative kid. age 2 to 10 was a 
pretty good period of time.”

Taylor’s mother, Karen, said that 
Taylor thoroughly enjoyed maintaining 
family traditions, delighting in holidays 
and birthdays for brother alex, now 14, 
and sister lauren, now 11. lauren shared 
Taylor’s aug. 14 birth date.

and now the Graingers, who live in 

mattawan, are starting their own tradi-
tion: Biking the Wish-a-mile 300 from 
Traverse City to Chelsea to assist in rais-
ing funds to help other children fulfi ll 
their dreams.

The Wish-a-mile 300 this year 
marked its 22nd ride in michigan and 
raised $1.52 million. “all of the money 
raised stays in michigan,” Karen said.

after Taylor died in may 2007, rob 
began to take riding more seriously, both 
for the exercise and as a way to help cope 
with the loss.

He began riding with “serious” bik-
ers, some of whom encouraged him to 
join the eaton Corp. Wish-a-mile 300 
team. eaton Corp. is the major sponsor 
of the ride. He accepted the offer and 
started adding miles to his routine to get 
in better shape for the three-day event.

“after I fi nished that fi rst 300-mile 
ride, I thought, ‘Wow, this is much more 

The Grainger family has taken an active role in 
Michigan’s Wish-A-Mile 300 — inspired out of 
love for their daughter.

By Bill Krasean

Bikers celebrate with Wish Child Jacob after 300 miles of riding. Jacob presented the medals. Front: 
T.J. Siewert, Bob Rensch, Wish Child Jacob, and Dan Martz. Middle: Liz Vandersloot, Barb Afton, 
Dawn Zomer. Back: Steve Dougherty, Tim Haney, Greg Johnston, Barry Kearns, Rob Grainger, Steve 
Higgins, Ken Grabowski, Chris Higgins.
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than a bike ride; it is an amazing event,’” 
said rob, who works for Kellogg Com-
pany in Battle Creek.

“That’s when I decided that I wanted 
to start Team Taylor for the 2008 ride.” 

By summer 2008 he and his origi-
nal small group of riders had recruited 
other riders and together they raised 
$56,000, the most for any team with 20 
or fewer riders.

one of the Graingers’ favorite spots 
to gather is asiago’s Bakery & Deli at 
Texas Corners. “I love pizza, and Chris 
makes a good one,” rob said. a passing 
conversation with that Chris—owner 
Chris Khoury— about the ride prompted 
Khoury to volunteer to be a major Team 
Taylor sponsor. 

Today you can purchase T-shirts, 
water bottles and other items at the res-
taurant and see a photograph of Taylor. 
Proceeds from the sale of the items are 
donated to make-a-Wish. 

rob and fellow bikers meet at least 
once a week at asiago’s to start rides that 
go as far as 70 miles.

“Chris has been absolutely amaz-
ing to us,” rob said. “He catered an early 
spring wine-tasting fund-raiser we had 
and brought his catering trailer to the 
ride to support the Team Taylor riders.  
He said he would do anything to help 
the kids.”

Khoury attended the same high 
school as rob, although for many years 
they knew each other mostly in 

passing. Taylor’s death, however, 
brought them together.

“I was at the little league diamonds 
when Taylor passed,” Khoury said. “This 
is a tight-knit community, and when 
something like that happens, we all roll 
up our sleeves to help.”

since then, he has done all he can to 
help Team Taylor succeed.

“It’s a mutual love-fest,” Khoury said 
of the relationship with Team Taylor. 
“rob and Karen are two very good 
people as are members of Team Taylor. 
Working with them is a great mix.

“I don’t ride a bicycle, but they are 
egging me on.”

after the success of the 2008 ride, 
rob and Karen redoubled their 
efforts for 2009. With help from 

eddy Graphic Design, they created the 
Web site www.rideteamtaylor.com and 

began recruiting riders and 
raising funds.

remarkably, people from as far 
away as New Jersey, minnesota and 
Illinois (Chicago) saw the Web site or 
heard details by word-of-mouth and 
offered to join.

By the time the July 23–26, 2009, 
ride started, Team Taylor had 87 mem-
bers and had raised $147,000, the sec-
ond most of all the teams. rob, alone, 
raised more than $17,000. “The money 
raised benefi ted 250 families,” said 

Karen, a registered dietitian who works 
for Three rivers Health, United Nursing 
services and Hospice Care of southwest 
michigan. 

“We had donors who gave anywhere 
from $5 to $2,500,” rob said. “We had 
a great year. after the ride we got so 
many e-mail messages of thanks. People 
were in tears, knowing that they had 

began recruiting riders and 
raising funds.

away as New Jersey, minnesota and away as New Jersey, minnesota and 
Illinois (Chicago) saw the Web site or Illinois (Chicago) saw the Web site or 
heard details by word-of-mouth and 
offered to join.offered to join.

ride started, Team Taylor had 87 mem-

Taylor Grainger, who passed away in May 2007.

Alex, Rob and Karen Grainger celebrate the 
completion of the race.
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Talk to us. 
 (269) 345-0273 

Adult Day Services at 
Oakland Centre 
 

Helping the community  
treasure its elders. 
 
When you need help caring for a 
loved one, turn to the compassionate 
experts at Oakland Centre. You’ll 
find a welcoming environment filled 
with life, a place of friendship and 
healing, a place that immediately 
feels like home.  
 

www.oaklandcentre.org 

     Call us. 
     (269) 373-3200 
 

 

Bistro Sandwich

(269) 342.1300
359 S. Kalamazoo Mall
in Downtown’s Epic Center

/ bes-tro san(d)-wich /
(noun) : a sandwich so good, 

             you can’t believe it’s under $10

(use) : to eat and conserve money for
           for important things (like wine)

Chicken Caprese

Grilled Butcher Steak

(examples) :

MillenniumRestaurants.com

accomplished their own goals, but most 
importantly had helped the kids.

“Not everybody rode all 300 miles, 
but everybody participated in the silent 
mile at the end. Three other team mem-
bers had lost children, too. It was very 
emotional.”

The Wish-a-mile 300 is the biggest 
fund-raiser among all the make-a-Wish 
organizations in the country. The make-
a-Wish Foundation of michigan, which 
sponsors the ride, marked its 25th anni-
versary this year and granted its 6,000th 
wish. a nonprofit organization, make-
a-Wish Foundation of michigan grants 
wishes to children with life-threatening 
medical conditions. more than 80 per-
cent of expenses are directly related to 
granting wishes.

some 400 children are waiting for 
wishes this year.

Tom Noverr, Portage Public schools 
business manager who has ridden for 

Team eaton several times, said that rob 
and all Team Taylor members are excel-
lent examples “of what make-a-Wish has 
done for children.

“The head of make-a-Wish national 
spoke at the end of this year’s Wish-a-
mile 300, which is the biggest fund-
raiser of all the 60-plus chapters in the 
country,” Noverr said.

“Wish-a-mile 300 is not a race,” 
rob said. “everyone goes at his or her 
own pace. Bikers are all ages, from 18 to 
seniors. one man who has one arm and 
one leg rides an adult tricycle the entire 
300 miles.

“We had some newcomers this year 
who hadn’t ridden a bicycle since they were 
kids. They found some motivation, recog-
nized that it was for a great cause and they 
signed up to join the ride. some of them 

make a Wish

Eighty-five member-strong Team Taylor reaches 
the end of the ride. The team was led across 
the finish line by three who lost a child: Rob 
Grainger, Randy Monroe, and Kathy Hoard.
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(269) 387-2300  |  
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Bel Canto:
The World of Paganini
10.23.09, 7:30pm
Wellspring Theater, 
Epic Center

2009.10 Season

a

Heilman’s
NUTS & CONFECTIONS
kind of nutty, but in a good way!
1804 South Westnedge Ave • 269-383-1188 • www.nuts2you.com

H
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9.12.07
jsteen@allied-art.com
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555 WEST CROSSTOWN PARKWAY, SUITE 101  |  KALAMAZOO, MI 49008  |  269.381.7600  |  WWW.JVTR.COM

You need a strong supporting cast to deliver a

Jansen Valk Thompson & Reahm PC 
is dedicated to providing innovative 
solutions to our business and personal 
clients through sound, expert accounting, 
tax, and fi nancial advice.

Call today and learn how we can help
maximize your performance. 

     Command               Performance     Command               Performance

JVT1928_JVTR_EncoreAd_082009.indd   1 8/24/09   9:59:51 AM

told me afterwards that they intended to 
continue to ride for the rest of their lives.”

Karen said that Taylor “was a very 
giving young lady.” Despite her deterio-
rating health in her teen years, Taylor 
continued to collect toys, often from 
fast-food restaurants, and take them to 
children at the hospital.

“Usually, when children who are 
hospitalized need shots or other needle 
pokes, the nurses take them out of their 
rooms so they don’t associate the room 
with a poke,” Karen said. “Taylor col-
lected the toys so they could be in the 
room where the kids get a poke. she 
wanted the kids to be able to pick a toy 
so they could be happy.”

“We’re keeping her giving spirit 
alive,” rob said, “whether it’s with toys 
for the kids or $147,000 to help others.”

For more information on Team Taylor 
and the Make-A-Wish 300-mile bike ride, 
please go to www.rideteamtaylor.com.
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Call

323-9333
and ask

how.

Visit
PortagePrinting.com

to SEE HOW.

Your posters should

LOOK BETTER
than theirs.

1116 West Centre Avenue • Portage, MI 49024

U2 Laser Light Show — a full-dome plan-
etarium production featuring the band’s 
classic rock tunes and laser lights. This is a 
new regular feature on Fridays, 8:30 p.m. 
Spirit of the Mask — masks from around 
the world show the diversity and uses of 
these fascinating objects. oct. 10–Feb. 24.
Sunday History Series — Various topics 
of Kalamazoo history are discussed. “John  
Brown’s Harper’s Ferry raid: The Kala-
mazoo Connection,” oct. 11, 1:30 p.m.; 
“Kalamazoo Cemeteries: Walking through 
the Past,” oct. 25, 1:30 p.m.
Safe Halloween — Create costumes, 
masks and hats or have your face painted 
at this free event. oct. 31, 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555:

Super Science Saturday: Spooky Science 
— set the stage for Halloween with this 
presentation on the spooky side of science. 
Fun all day with half-hour shows at 11 
a.m., 1 & 3 p.m. oct. 24.

Nature

Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-9211

Hawks — Josh Haas will speak on the 
topic of hawks. oct. 26, 7:30 p.m. People’s 
Church, 1758 N. 10th st. 

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Creatures of the Night — This non-scary 
Halloween alternative lets you meet crea-
tures along a pumpkin-lit trail. 
oct. 24, 4–7 p.m.

Kellogg Biological Station
671-2510

Bird Sanctuary Tours — The mile-long 
tour will focus on the various birds found 
at the sanctuary, both residential and wild. 
oct. 24, 10–11:30 a.m. 12685 east C ave., 
augusta.

(continued from page 27)
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ENHANCING 
YOUR 
CORPORATE 
IMAGE

349-6805
CLIENT: WMU Richmond Center

USE: Web, Brochure, Recruitment

Quiet, Comfortable, Affordable

RESTAURANT & TAVERN
Visit our website at www.greatlakesshippingco.com

Conveniently located at 4525 West KL Ave, east of Drake Road

Reservations 
Appreciated

375-3650
Dinner from
5:00pm daily

Choice
Aged Steaks
Fresh Fish

Slow Roasted
Prime Rib

Poetry anyone? How about 
shar ing your verse wi th       
Kalamazoo-area readers? 
Please submit a short per-
sonal profile to accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com

The current location of 
lincoln International 
studies school on Burdick 
is where the circus set up 
headquarters, although 
there is also mention of 
a Washington square 
site in the earliest 
days of Kalamazoo’s history.  The first circus seems to have been 
raymond & Waring’s Grand Zoological exhibition, on september 
4, 1846. Barnum’s circus first arrived in 1872, but its biggest event 
was in 1875, with the appearance of “P.T. Barnum’s Great roman 
Hippodrome.” Unfortunately, all the exciting fanfare faded with the 
last circus parade in the summer of 1939.

Information provided by Beth Timmerman of the Kalamazoo Public Library.
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Guess
WHO

When the Kalamazoo Institute of arts hired its 

first full-time director in 1931, no one dreamed that one day a direc-

tor would consider posing as a scientist for an encore centerfold 

— Galileo in this case. But, always full of surprises, Jim Bridenstine, 

who has been executive Director of the KIa  since 1990, has another 

not-so-secret suprise: He has been driving the same car, a 1989 mer-

cedes Benz, since he began.

Jim is a Detroit native. He attended College of the Holy Cross 

and received a bachelor of arts in history. Jim’s master’s degree in art 

history came from George Washington University. He later earned a 

Certificate in museum studies from the Harvard University Business 

school.

Prior to accepting the position with the KIa, Jim directed the 

edsel and eleanor Ford House and worked at the Detroit Institute of 

arts and the Toledo museum of art.

He and his wife, sheila, have been married for 18 years. They 

are the proud “parents” of Charlie, a 13-year-old springer spaniel. 

When not caring for Charlie, Jim also enjoys good food and drink, 

fine wine, travel, and, not surprisingly, collecting art.

one would think that bringing world-class art to Kalamazoo, 

like that seen in the Georgia o’Keeffe exhibit and the “spared From 

the storm” showing of masterpieces from New orleans, would be 

service enough to the community. But Jim also lends his time and 

talents to other worthwhile causes. He is active in the Kalamazoo 

rotary Club, works with the aviation History museum, Family and 

Children’s services, artserve michigan, michigan museum associa-

tion and the Downtown Kalamazoo association parking committee.

Bridenstine may not be a scientist, but he certainly manages to 

get many bright lights shining on the visual arts in Kalamazoo.

answer To

Jim Bridenstine

Costume Courtesy of Timid Rabbit Costume Shop.
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KNI • 1700 Gull Road • Kalamazoo, MI 49048 • 269.342.1099 • www.kniimaging.com

The Future of 
Imaging is Here

When KNI introduced Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI) to Southwestern Michigan in 1985, few people
knew what was in store for this amazing technology.  

Originally used primarily to diagnose disorders of the
brain and spine, MRI has become the safest, most-
advanced diagnostic imaging technology available to
physicians. MRI today is used by physicians to help
patients prevent disease, to detect injury and illness
in all parts of the body and to design treatment plans
and monitor post-operative surgery progress.

KNI is home to the most powerful and the most
advanced imaging technology in Southwestern
Michigan. Five MRIs, including this region’s only high-
field open MRI, serve patients at KNI’s Gull Road site

and on the campus of Borgess Medical Center, KNI’s
long-standing medical partner. Specialists at Premier
Radiology in recent years have helped KNI continue
to grow and make possible new procedures and new
technology. The Premier team has more than a dozen
radiologists, including MRI specialists.  

KNI continues to introduce new software, techniques
and knowledge to serve physicians and patients
throughout Southwestern Michigan.
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