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We invite you to join The Park Club and discover its

unique history and rich tradition;where business and

culture meet in the heart of downtown Kalamazoo.

The Park Club building and cityscape, 2004

The Park Club
A SECOND CENTURY OF EXCELLENCE

www.parkclub.net
(269) 381-0876 • 219 West South Street, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007

HISTORY
The Park Club of Kalamazoo celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2004.The Club was
originally located in the Balch home on the corner of Rose and South Streets. In the late
1920s, the growing club purchased the William S. Lawrence Queen Anne style mansion.
Located right next door, it was built in 1898 and remains the Club’s home today.

SERVICES
The Park Club is a private, social dining club serving lunch and dinner daily, as well 
as providing meeting space, banquets and catering for its members.The twelve unique 
dining rooms offer a variety of settings to suit any occasion, from small and intimate
personal affairs to corporate meetings and large gatherings of all kinds.

MEMBERSHIP
Our members and guests enjoy the finest in hand-crafted food, select wines and person-
alized service in an historic setting.The Park Club offers several membership categories
to suit various personal and professional levels of Club use and activity. Membership is
open to men and women 21 years of age and over.

We hope you will join us today.
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September can be a woeful time as we mourn the end of summer 
and think ahead to the wintry blasts that seem to be only around 
the corner. Woeful indeed. Another summer has come and gone 

— leaving so many plans unrealized. “So 
much to do and so little time to do it” seems 
to be a recurring summer theme. Yet, there is 
more to this seasonal transition than lament-
ing our unfinished agendas.

This time of year brings with it the start 
of so much — the performing arts spring to 
life and bring along another Encore maga-
zine season, football comes to the gridiron 
every weekend, college students return to the 
community in great numbers, and younger 

students return to their local schools. 
It is this last group that is drawing the most attention this 

year as the community and many around the country are watch-
ing what impact the Kalamazoo Promise will have. As I write 
this, the first day of school has just been completed and Kalama-
zoo Public Schools are reporting a very large increase in first day 
attendance over one year ago. Of course, one day does not make 
a whole school year, but the fact that there is any increase would 
be unexpected if it were not for the Kalamazoo Promise. And it 
appears that the increase may be as much as 7 percent — double 
what the district projected.

We are also all watching to learn what becomes of last June’s 
KPS graduates to see how they blossom. Again, the preliminary 
reports of a very high percentage of eligible students taking ad-
vantage of The Promise is a positive development leading to more 
hope for the future. 

Besides the positive press that has come to the community, 
a number of individuals and groups have stepped forward to 
see what more can be done to truly leverage The Kalamazoo 
Promise for the overall benefit of the broader area. This contribu-
tion to Kalamazoo Public Schools’ graduates is turning out to 
be a stimulus for much more community activity. No doubt the 
donors had this broader impact in mind when they created this 
strategy for community improvement. The KPS web site lists the 
following reasons for creation of the Kalamazoo Promise:

1. Education is an important key to financial well being.
2. It allows KPS to differentiate itself from other public and   
private school systems.
3. It provides a real, meaningful and tangible opportunity   
for all students.
4. The Kalamazoo Promise will create opportunities for   
individuals who attend Kalamazoo Public Schools and 
their current and future families. It follows — and studies   
have shown — that there is a strong correlation between   
overall academic achievement and a community’s economic 
vitality and quality of life.
Now it is our turn as community members to work toward 

a bigger promise and have meaningful jobs available for the first 
group of Kalamazoo Promise graduates when they graduate from 
college in four years.

Rick Briscoe
Publisher

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe
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A.G. Edwards Ranks First 

First out of 72 research firms surveyed in 
The Wall Street Journal’s 2006 “Best on 
the Street” Survey,  A.G. Edwards took the 
top spot, and eight of our research 
analysts earned a total of nine awards. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. The Wall Street Journal is not affiliated with A.G. Edwards and does 
not endorse any product or service we offer.

We believe this recognition 
reinforces our commitment to 
providing objective, quality research 
so that we can help you make 
informed investment decisions. 
Nationally acclaimed research — just 
one more way we stay fully invested 
in our clients.

425 West Michigan Avenue
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

(269) 349-4600
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Time Machine on

S A KID growing up in Detroit, I 
loved to sneak into our attic. I’d 
slip in though a trap door in a 
closet, and brush off the dust 

and the cobwebs of the trunks and boxes 
shoved away in the dark to uncover my 
dad’s World War II uniforms, my mom’s 
high school records, party photos from 
the ’30s with people, maybe in their 20s, 
wearing goofy hats, and only two faces 
looking vaguely familiar. There were 
letters, more photos, pieces of clothing, 
various odds and ends, all glimpses into 
the lives of two people I thought I knew.

Rummaging through the attic of the 
Kalamazoo Valley Museum is a lot like 
that, except for the dust and cobwebs. 
Sifting through the estimated 55,000 
articles collected by the museum for 

125 years, some of which date 
back much earlier — in one 
instance more than 10,000 
years — provides a glimpse 
of the people who lived in the 
Kalamazoo region, of the land 
they inhabited, and the cities 
they built. 

Visitors to the museum 
see displayed on the first three 
floors of the museum only a sampling 
of the collection at any one time. But 
there are more stories to tell on the 
fourth floor, stories told in a jigsaw of 
records, family recollections and hints 
within the make-up of the articles 
themselves. The picture of Kalamazoo’s 
history may never be complete, but look 
through one of the shelves on the fourth 

floor, or examine the furniture stacked 
along a wall, and enough of the pieces 
begin to fit to give a partial picture of 
how people in the area lived, the makeup 
of their likes and dislikes, what passions 
drove them, and what simply amused 

Time Machine on

A
The Kalamazoo Valley Museum traces its 
origins to the 1881 Horace Peck donation of this 
collection of shells and coral to the Kalamazoo 
School Board — and the rest is history.

The exhibit in the basement 
of the original museum 
differs greatly from the 
multi-story wall in the
current museum.
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Floor Four

them, an insight into how they worked 
and played. 

Of course, I didn’t have to sneak 
into the museum’s attic, although it’s 
not open to the public. Tom Dietz, the 
museum’s Curator of Research, was my 
guide through the collection, much of 
it stored on a series of tall, motorized 
shelves. The controls moving them allow 
only one open aisle at a time, saving stor-
age space. The museum’s fourth floor is 
large, but it’s still jammed with histori-
cal artifacts. Each item is labeled with a 
catalog number corresponding to a com-
puter record. But outside of confirming a 
date or obscure name, Dietz didn’t need 
to refer to the computer to tell the stories 
connected to the items we examined, for 
it’s the stories behind the artifacts that 

ceptance of the collection as its birth.
The Peck collection now sits on a 

few shelves, the coral and shells clearly 
not coming from Gull Lake or even Lake 
Michigan. Dietz admited that this origi-
nal collection no longer fits the broad 
mission of the museum, yet the donation 
continues to serve a purpose.

“It represents our history as an 
institution,” he said. “This tells us where 
we’ve been as a museum. It’s wonderful 
stuff. We’ll always keep it.” 

Many of the artifacts the museum 
collected in its early years were exotic in 
nature, from decorative vases and Ori-
ental instruments to spears from India. 
Those collections include the locally 
famous Egyptian mummy, on permanent 
exhibit on the museum’s third floor. But 

Floor Four
The collection began in 1881 when Kalamazoo banker 
Horace M. Peck donated an assortment of corals, shells 
and rocks to the Kalamazoo School Board.

Story and Collection Photos
By Tom Chmielewski

the museum really collects.
The collection began in 1881 when 

Kalamazoo banker Horace M. Peck do-
nated an assortment of corals, shells and 
rocks to the Kalamazoo School Board. 
The museum dates the school board’s ac-

Curator of Research Tom Dietz holds the Santa 
Claus suit worn by Darwin Brown during the 
many years he portrayed the jolly old elf for 
Gilmore Brothers Department Store.
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Out on a Limb

What tree in the pine family has 
needles that all turn yellow and 
drop off in the fall?

on the fourth floor, dust covers show the 
unmistakable shape of three sarcophagi, 
empty according to Dietz.

The core of the early collection came 
from mint producer A.M. Todd, donated 
in the 1920s.

“It was his belief that he should 
share things of beauty with the local 
community,” Dietz said. It was an edu-
cational goal the school board naturally 

shared. But it came at a time 
when the local connection to 
the rest of the world was lim-
ited. The perceived need was 
to bring some of that world to 
Kalamazoo. 

But that concept quickly 
changed, and the museum’s 
collecting efforts now focus 
on what was made or used in 
the Kalamazoo region.

“We have a variety of 
things that people have given 
us over the years. Some are 
fairly mundane,” Dietz said. 
But even the mundane have 
stories to tell. Sometimes, 
they’re the best stories.

Dietz opened up the 
first aisle to show 
rows of old cloth-

ing. Many held 19th-century 
dresses, but the first item 
the curator pulled out was a warm-up 
jacket from 1953 with the name “Soup 
’er Burger” emblazoned on the back. He 
explained that the team was sponsored 
by a well-known diner in Kalamazoo 
at the time, and the jacket is from the 
basketball team that won the state cham-
pionship.

Dietz next pulls out a Santa Claus 
suit, but it’s not just any Santa Claus suit. 
This belonged to Darwin Brown, who, 
with his wife, Opal, were long time Mr. 
and Mrs. Santa Claus at the Gilmore 
Department Store. For Dietz, this suit 

has a special connection to the people of 
Kalamazoo.

“They were Santa Clauses to a 
couple of generations of children in 
Kalamazoo, many of whom now have 
grandchildren,” he explained.

The clothing all comes from indi-
vidual donors as people clean out closets 
and their own attics. “We end up with a 
lot of formal dresses and great-grandma’s 
wedding gowns.” Dietz explained that 
all museums tend to end up with more 
women’s clothing and more formal cloth-
ing. “Women’s fashions change more fre-
quently than men’s. Therefore, men tend 
to use up their clothes. I’m still using the 
sport coat I bought 10–15 years ago.”

Hey, no one said museum curators 
were fashion trend setters, even if Dietz 
does have a keen eye for trends far past. 
He says of the clothing line: “We prob-
ably look for things from the latter three 
quarter centuries on. We’re much stron-
ger from the earlier periods. We have 
gaps in men’s and children’s clothing, but 
again, children wear out their clothing.”

An unopened bottle of Rye, bottled in Kalama-
zoo, was one of many given to soldiers as they 
marched off to fight in the Civil War.

The museum staff utilizes work space such as 
this as they care for and preserve the many his-
torical artifacts in the fourth floor storage area.

Museum

Answer on page 60.
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But the museum doesn’t want just 
anything that happens to be in a local 
closet. “One of the things that’s always 
important to us is who used it, where 
it came from,” he said. “Otherwise we 
could end up just taking everything that 
people offer us. We could just go to an 
antique store to buy something, which 
we might do if we wanted to be able to 
put it in a place where the public could 
actually touch it.

“When we collect something to put 
it here for the long term, and we think of 
preservation for these artifacts here, the 
secondary purpose is to keep this as a 
record for future generations. We want to 
be able to put a story with it. That’s why 
Darwin Brown’s Santa Claus uniform is 
so much more important than saying, 
‘Gee, we really ought to have one, and 
here’s a nice one we saw at a flea market 
this week.’”

Not all the stories woven into these 
fabrics, however, are as joyful as Santa 
Claus. On one rack hung a faded white 
robe with a patch of a red cross within a 
circle, and a hood to cover not only the 
head but the face as well.

“We did have the Klan right here in 
Kalamazoo, in the 1920s. We have copies 
of some of their newsletters.”

The Ku Klux Klan robe was donated 
by a Kalamazoo area family whose 
grandfather over in Jackson wore it back 
in that era. The donation was given, 
however, with the stipulation that the 
family name never be made public in 
connection with the robe.

“We understood the family doesn’t 
want to be harassed over something 
their grandfather did over 75 years ago,” 
though the name is kept in the computer 
records.

“Years ago someone walked in 
and had a complete minstrel costume,” 
Dietz said. “He didn’t realize what that 
meant,” and Dietz wasn’t sure what 
to say to him. “We don’t want to tell 
you how politically incorrect this was 
because we want it,” he thought at the 
time. The man was proud of his father’s 
entertainment skills he showed in a 
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minstrel band, performing in black 
face in the 1920s for fraternal organiza-
tions. It was an important costume for 
the museum to have, even if the story 
is embarrassing to tell. Dietz said the 
museum saves these costumes “because 
we feel it is important to document the 

truth about the past, however unpleas-
ant we may find it today. We would only 
display these artifacts in a way that 
explains their historical context.”

The rows of clothing cover uniforms 
of soldiers, nurses, firefighters and police 
officers. Satin costumes come from 

fraternal organizations and their more 
secretive but colorful practices of the 
past. Some of the caps in the collection 
were worn in battle during the Civil War. 
Other headgear was ceremonial. Two 
helmets are from the Western Michigan 
University football team, though surpris-

It’s the seemingly inconsequential 
object that excites Tom Dietz. That’s 
because Dietz realizes it’s not the 

object itself that gives it importance, but 
the consequences around it that give it 
historical value.

It was the consequences of Dietz’s 
growing up that gave him his sense of 
history’s value.

“I think a lot of it had to do with 
the times when I grew up, that is the 
1960s to the 1970s,” he said. “Trying 
to figure out why we were in a war that 
didn’t make much sense ... why in a 
land that proclaimed freedom we were 
in these struggles for civil rights.”

Dietz recognized that maybe the 
answers to those kinds of answers were 
in history.

“I had always liked history as a 
child,” he said. Dietz grew up in Indiana 
but went to college at Wayne State Uni-

versity. He was finishing up his post-
graduate work when he took a job at the 
Detroit Historical Museum.

“I was looking for some type of job 
to allow me to stay in history. I hap-
pened to see an ad to take a civil service 
exam for the museum. I took the exam, 
and a couple of years later, they actually 
did have a job for me.”

While the common career choice 
for history majors is to go into teaching, 
“I found out I really liked working in 
museums,” he said. “For me, at least, it’s 
been a pretty good career choice.”

Dietz was eventually named curator 
of urban history and focused on the his-
tory of Detroit. But the present caught 
up with him when severe budget cuts 
forced the museum to cut his position.

“The city of Detroit was going 
through one of its periodic financial 
crises. After eight years, I was job hunt-

ing,” he recalled. But it was just then 
that the Kalamazoo Valley Museum had 
a job for him. 

In 1992 the museum was still on 
the second floor of the Kalamazoo 
Public Library, but the plans were being 
readied for the new museum. Dietz ar-
rived early enough in the building pro-
cess of the new museum to help design 
and develop its exhibition space.

“It was a great opportunity to help 
shape the museum, help define it, help 
get it off the ground. It was a special op-
portunity,” Dietz said.

Since his arrival, and particularly 
after the Kalamazoo Valley Museum’s 
new building opened in 1996, Dietz has 
worked to improve the museum’s col-
lection and his own understanding of 
Kalamazoo’s past.

He cited innovations that have 
occurred in Kalamazoo but had

Schoolcraft area resident Col. Orlando Moore of the 25th Michigan Infantry led his troops in a battle that 
saved Louisville from Confederate General John Hunt Morgan as he began a daring raid into Indiana and 
Ohio. This tray was part of a silver tea service that was a gift to Moore from the City of Lousiville, Ky.

Understanding the Past Is Tom Dietz’s Mission

Museum

This basketball warm-up jacket was worn by a 
member of the Kalamazoo diner Soup’er Burger 
team that won a state championship in 1953.
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The Art and 
Science of 

Looking
Your Best

ingly of more recent vintage. Much of it 
the general public may never see. The 
clothing collection doesn’t rotate into the 
public exhibits as often as other objects.

“We try to get them out into exhib-
its occasionally. One of the problems 
with textiles is they’re so susceptible to 

international ramifications, from 
medical research and technology 
developed by the original Upjohn 
Company and Stryker Corporation to 
the legendary guitars made by Gibson, 
and the extensive paper industry in 
Parchment and Kalamazoo.

“The longer I’ve been here, the 
more I’ve come to appreciate the 
exciting history this community has,” 
he said. “If we look at the history ex-
hibits ... I think we offer (visitors) the 
opportunity to learn a lot about their 
local history.”

Dietz quickly pointed out that 
the institution is a museum of both 
science and history, and his look for-
ward to upcoming exhibits includes a 
traveling science exhibit on the brain, 
opening in September.

But he’s involved in a major up-
dating of the museum’s history gallery, 
expected to be ready in mid-2007.

“We hope to make it more inter-
esting, keep it attractive, and give our 
local visitors a reason to come back to 
the museum,” he explained.

Yet, he insisted the history 
exhibits also show that the people of 
the past confronted many of the same 
problems people face today.

“They had to build a life for 
themselves. They had to be innova-
tive, to be able to come up with the 
economic solutions for their time. 
They were innovators, they valued 
education to face the challenges while 
their world changed,” Dietz said.

“We like to think that we’re not 
just telling about the past. They faced 
the same challenges that we do.”
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environmental damage.”
Even though they don’t keep many 

of the clothes for regular showing, Dietz 
said it is important to preserve the 
textiles for the future, to maintain the 
physical record for possible research.

Going beyond the textiles, the 
artifacts, particularly the metal 
and porcelain objects, keep 

their shine and dust-free appearance, 
which raises an image of an extensive 
polishing and cleaning program. But 
there’s a big difference between the mu-
seum’s “attic” and just about everybody 
else’s. The environment is controlled 
so that even if the staff still has to fight 
tarnish on the silver, things like mold or 
mildew won’t grow on textiles or paper, 
and it just isn’t a dusty place.

But when the staff does handle 
many of the objects, they get out the 
gloves, or at least a clean cloth. That’s 
what Dietz used when he picked up a 
silver tray that was more than a decora-
tive object. It was a gift to Col. Orlando 
Moore of the 25th Michigan Infantry 
from the city of Louisville, Ky. Moore, 
who lived in the Schoolcraft area, led 
his troops in a battle that saved Louis-
ville from Confederate Gen. John Hunt 
Morgan as he began a daring raid into 
Indiana and Ohio.

Dietz said the battle may have been 
better remembered had it not occurred 
on July 4, 1863, when the nation’s atten-
tions and fears were turned to the Battle 
of Gettysburg in the East, and the Battle 
of Vicksburg in the West. But the citizens 
of Louisville remembered, and presented 
Moore with a silver tea service in 1868.

Other gifts to Civil War combat-
ants from Kalamazoo aren’t as polished, 
even if they were usually polished off 
rather quickly. Dietz gingerly held up an 
unopened bottle of rye whiskey bottled 
in Kalamazoo in 1863 and given to area 
soldiers as they went off to war. The 
soldier’s family kept it for 130 years.

“It’s also interesting, for I’ve seen 
this — all the soldiers received pocket 
Bibles,” Dietz said, “so you could find 

comfort during the war, one way or 
another.”

Another gift to a war veteran that’s 
included in the collection is a ceremonial 
sword presented to Joseph P. Westnedge 
by Company B of the Second Infantry of 
the Michigan National Guard in 1901. 
They had served in the Philippines in-
surrection following the Spanish Ameri-
can War. Westnedge’s brother, Richard, 
died in the Philippines, and Westnedge 
died in France at the end of World War 
I, possibly from the influenza outbreak. 
The ceremonial sword is blunt, but the 
history is sharp.

In many ways, Dietz seems most 
proud of the artifacts that aren’t linked 
with famous people or foreign lands, but 
those that represent everyday life in and 
around Kalamazoo. In the toy collection, 
he shows off skates that were manu-
factured in Kalamazoo in the 1860s or 
1870s. Some of the toys that were off the 
shelf and on exhibit downstairs were 
kept in the same family for many years.

“What is wonderful to say is here 

The Humphrey Company of Kalamazoo manufac-
tured this Humphrey Water Heater around 1915.

Museum

14 E N C O R E  •  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 6



2006-2007 SEASON

42ND STREET Sep 22 – Oct 7

THE MERRY WIVES Oct 6 – Oct 21
OF WINDSOR

DUCK HUNTER Nov 3 – Nov 18
SHOOTS ANGEL

THE SOUND Nov 24 – Dec 9
OF MUSIC
THE NERD Jan 12 – Jan 27

RUTHLESS! Jan 26 – Feb 10
THE MUSICAL

CROWNS Feb 9 – Feb 24

LOST IN YONKERS Mar 16 – Mar 31

MASTER CLASS Mar 30 – Apr 15

THE WOMEN Apr 13 – Apr 28

MY FAVORITE YEAR May 18 – June 3

CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE

CHARLOTTE’S WEB Oct 27 – Nov 4

HONK JR. Mar 2 – Mar 10

THE MOUSE May 4 – May 12
THAT ROARED

SPECIAL EVENT

JERRY DIXON Dec 15 – Dec 17
IN CONCERT

Get the 

in the

and
up to 

Call the Box Office at:

or order on-line at: 

ORDER YOUR

SEASON SUBSCRIPTION
TODAY!

KALAMAZOO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
SEASON 2006-2007

You’ll love the music!
Beethoven’s Fifth
Copland’s Appalachian Spring
Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring
Gershwin’s American in Paris
Gounod’s Faust

Enjoy these artists
American Humorist Garrison Keillor
NY Philharmonic Concertmaster Glenn Dicterow
Jazz Drummer Tim Froncek
Van Cliburn Medalist Aviram Reichert

Season details at

KalamazooSymphony.com

are the toys a family used and kept over 
two or three generations.”

Dietz said the artifacts of Kalama-
zoo life go back to a couple of chairs 
from the 1830s or 1840s, during the time 
of the earliest pioneers. He shows off sev-
eral foot warmers common in the days of 
horse and carriages, when hot coals were 
placed in a box that allowed a buggy 
rider to put his or her feet on either side.

While the museum has many arti-
facts from the pioneer days of Kalama-
zoo, it’s rare to receive pieces from Native 
American life of this region from the 
1830s when these settlements began. 

“We have a fair number of artifacts, 
primarily stone tools, associated with 
the ancient people of the area,” Dietz 
said. He emphasized that the museum 
would continue to work closely with Na-
tive Americans “to insure proper treat-
ment and handling of objects of cultural 
significance to them.” 

Sometimes everyday life intersects 
unexpectedly with ancient history. A 
city utilities crew digging in 1927 for a 
new water main to be placed on Paterson 
St. near Rose St. uncovered the verte-
brae, tusks and ribs of a mastodon that 
roamed Michigan, and apparently what 

This copper tank was purported to have been 
used for smuggling liquor into the United States 
during prohibition. The tank has a curved shape 
and hooks for straps so it could be worn next to 
the body underneath a coat.
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Hands on.

Experience. Integrity. Success.

Registered Investment Advisors

259 East Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI

269.349.0800   www.arcimc.com

was to be Rose Street, from 12,000 to 
15,000 years ago. The tusks sit on a shelf 
near the coral and shells of the original 
Peck collection.

Dietz explained that it can be hard 
to decide what artifacts to keep from 
recent years. The museum has enough 
examples of telephones used over the 
years, and a varied sampling of early ra-
dios, tools and other gear. The museum 
couldn’t possibly keep up or store the 
onslaught of personal computers pro-
duced since the 1980s. But the museum 
does have a very early Apple because 
of its impact on the personal computer 
revolution.

Yet the curator is more excited about 
a bike. Nothing special about the bike 
itself. But yeah, there’s a story with it, a 
very personal Kalamazoo story.

“Some years ago Lori Moore’s par-
ents called. They had her bicycle from 
when she was growing up. Yes, we ought 
to have a bicycle from that era, but know-

ing that it came from a local celebrity, 
there’s a story.” Lori Moore as a radio 
announcer with WKZO isn’t a renowned 
national figure, but she’s a well-known 
voice around here who could speak about 
growing up in Kalamazoo in the ’60s. 
The bicycle was the key to her story.

“She got it for her first communion. 

She used it through high school, and 
took it with her to Hope College. We 
know all about it.”

It’s a tiny piece of the puzzle, but a 
cherished one, in Dietz’s mind, as he and 
the museum staff continually fit together 
the historical picture of Kalamazoo.

Tom Chmielewski is a Kalamazoo-
based free-lance writer who has worked 
with regional and national magazines. He 
is also developing multi-media works for 
fiction and nonfiction.

The childhood
bicycle of WKZO
radio personality 
Lori Moore is part
of the museum
collection.
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344-0874

We care…when you can’t
put your best foot forward
• Bone & Joint Surgery

• Diabetic Foot Care

• Sports Medicine

• Physical Therapy

• New Patients Welcome

• 1212 South Park Street,
Kalamazoo

DOUGLAS F.
BREWER, D.P.M.

GEOFFREY E.
CLAPP, D.P.M.

RICK W.
TILLER, D.P.M.

K A L A M A Z O O
FOOT SURGERY, P.C.

I AM, NO PUN INTENDED, the leading in-
strument, although I share the limelight 
with my brothers and sisters, all part of 
Maestro’s collection of about eight. We 
are not a diverse lot: Maestro Harvey 
prefers a certain style, purchased from 
a couple of nicely run Ohio family busi-
nesses. He likes us light weight to avoid 
fatigue, precision balanced for quick 
response, precisely 14 inches from tip 
to heel — and no fiberglass, graphite, 
aluminum or cork for him. 

We are a pretty lot, with easy-to-see 
white birch shafts. Our handles — well 
— are delicate and shaped like tear drops 
of finely finished wood — curly maple, 
walnut, cocobolo, bubinga — you get the 
picture: We’re classy! 

Maestro doesn’t go for any of that 
trendy stuff that must have resulted from 
cross-pollination, like those newfangled 
things that light up, or the bright fluores-
cent ones that glow under a black light. 
No, he’s a purist! 

It’s always a scramble before a con-
cert to see who’s selected: “Choose me!” 
we silently scream, but he never reveals 
his selection secrets. One thing we do 
know: Our maestro is a bit supersti-
tious. He ALWAYS uses the same baton 
for related practice and the concert. 

There is a bit of lore in our family. 
Word has it that once, years ago, Maestro 
Harvey dropped (or should I say “pro-
pelled”) a baton behind him — into the 
audience. A little oohhing and aaahhing 
from the front row, but most concert-
goers didn’t notice. I hope that never 
happens again. It’s hard on our points! 
We break!

Our Maestro has “occasionally” 
dropped us in more normal ways, but 
funny thing, if that happens, it’s usually 
when talking and not conducting. I’ve 
been on the receiving end — it’s true! 
But the well mannered musicians are 
good sports: The closest picks us up and 
returns us (no souvenir baseballs here). 

And, tapping us? Never! Ask Ros-
sini, who addressed this in his “Il Signor 
Bruschino.” Maestro agrees that it’s rude 
and insulting. Imagine our pain — not 
to mention the negative vibes in the 
orchestra.

We are actually a relatively new spe-
cies — only around since true symphon-
ic performances. We evolved from using 
hands, then waving rolled parchment, to 
what we are now; yet, some famous mod-
ern conductors don’t use us, like Kurt 
Masur. Luckily our Maestro values us 
as an extension of the right hand (sorry 

lefties — too confusing) and takes care 
to hold us properly extended. Amazingly, 
band directors, in particular, often prefer 
some giants of our species — up to 22 
inches long! Personally, I’d like to see our 
Maestro use two, but he says using one 
provides more distinct communication 
from each hand. He should know — he’s 
had a lot of practice.

I guess we have the Marion (Ohio) 
Philharmonic to thank for the attention 
we get from 
Maestro 
Harvey. 
Years ago 
they gave 
him the 
first two of 
our style 
(in a lovely 
hardwood 
case, I might 
add), and he 
has been 
sold on our 
breed ever 
since.

So dear friends, take a closer look at 
us next time. We are small, but we pack 
a punch! I always say, “Speak softly, and 
carry a stick.”

The Baton Speaks
by Penny Briscoe

Maestro Harvey and his batons.
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 ECEMBER 11, 1958. It could 
be said that this is the day 
Kalamazoo became — well 

— Kalamazoo. It is the day The Upjohn 
Co. “went public” in the sale of its stock, 
ushering an enormous infl ux of wealth 
into a community that was already fairly 
well off in terms of economic vitality.

It is the day that what was then 
known as the Kalamazoo Foundation, 
an established and viable nonprofi t, took 
a giant leap forward in the value of its 

corpus and its ability to fi nancially assist 
worthy, community-building projects. 

It is the day that Irving S. Gilmore, 
already known for a generosity that 
would lead to a foundation bearing his 
name, advanced from being “well off and 
comfortable” from the profi ts of his de-
partment store in downtown Kalamazoo 
to becoming — well — rich.

It also could be said that the spirit 
of community philanthropy emanating 
from that date is the genesis of The Kal-

amazoo Promise, which, as The Upjohn 
Co. did for more than a century, did its 
share of putting the community on the 
national and international map with its 
announcement last November.

Floyd “Bud” Parks, then with the 
trust department of the former American 
National Bank of Kalamazoo and now 
a member of the governing board of the 
Irving S. Gilmore Foundation, played 
a role in the process of “taking Upjohn 
public.” On the wall of his offi ce is a 

 Shaping the Future 
of Kalamazoo

D

By Tom Thinnes

W. E. Upjohn.
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framed photo copy of a six-digit check 
that serves as memento of that instru-
mental day in Kalamazoo’s history.

“I firmly believe,” he said, “Kalama-
zoo is the way it is today because of what 
happened back in late 1958.”

Parks had a similar 
function when the Stryker 
Corp. followed the same 
path to publicly owned 
status in 1979 under the 
leadership of chief execu-
tive officer John Brown.

That doesn’t mean 
that Kalamazoo was void 
of a philanthropic soul 
prior to that December 
day almost 48 years ago. 
Dr. William E. Upjohn 
had made certain of that.

When he died shortly before noon 
on Tuesday, October 18, 1932, “Dr. Will” 
was eulogized as being “Kalamazoo’s 
First Citizen, a beloved friend, and 
Kalamazoo’s greatest philanthropist.”

That honor came his way not only 
because of the economic stability his 
company provided but also because of 
the cultural and recre-
ational assets the commu-
nity enjoyed through his 
enlightened generosity. 

Even before he seeded 
the Kalamazoo Founda-
tion with a gift of $1,000 
in 1925, the physician-
turned-entrepreneur was 
held in awe by his employ-
ees and his community 
as an ahead-of-his-times 
thinker in labor-management relations. 
He insisted that Upjohn people think of 
themselves as “we,” and not as individu-
als working alone. They were “commu-
nity” long before that concept became 
fashionable as it is today. 

His favorite line was: “Everything 
we do is a group effort. There are no 
supermen.” 

Even though his roots did not 
reach as far away as the planet Krypton, 
William Erastus Upjohn came about as 

close as anybody to being one. Because 
he believed that good business policies 
were synonymous to philanthropy, he 
cut the Saturday work schedule in half in 
1902, long before that became standard 
practice in U.S. industry and at a time 

when Upjohn profits needed a dose of 
good medicine. 

Kalamazoo’s “Pill King” incurred the 
wrath of fellow industrialists when he re-
duced weekday hours at the plant and in-
stalled one of the nation’s first company-
paid, life-insurance benefits that covered 
both office staff and factory workers.

Employees received more than a 

week’s pay for a week’s work. There were 
paid vacations and Christmas bonuses. 
His reasoning was simple: “If I’m go-
ing to look after my community, why 
shouldn’t I look after my employees?”

 He said: “ ... There must be better 
wages even for shorter hours of labor. We 
can never have real and permanent 
prosperity in this country until there is 
more work available and more people 
working. Our prosperity depends on the 
prosperity of the working classes. They 

are the ones who spend their money and 
that means more business for everyone.”

s his philanthropy illustrated, 
the quality and creative use of 

leisure meant better and more-
rounded employees, more 
productivity among the 
job force, and a healthy 
cultural climate. From 
that evolved his special 
interest in the construc-
tive and happy use of 
the leisure hours made 
possible by the shortened 
work week. 

Dr. Will’s personal 
philanthropy resulted in 
what is now Upjohn Park. 

Land, pocked with marshes along Portage 
Creek a few blocks from the downtown, 
was purchased in 1912 and adjacent 
properties were added over the next seven 
years. Tons of cinders from Upjohn’s 
boiler room, from other factories and pa-
per mills were dumped into the lowland. 
In 1919, the first 17-acre plot was donated 
to the city as a park and playground. 

Upjohn Park became the 
home turf of the Kalama-
zoo Central High School 
Maroon Giants football 
team. 

After observing long 
lines of golfers waiting 
to play at the Gateway 
Golf Course at what is 
now Western Michigan 
University, he donated 
$25,000 to buy and 

develop the Milham Golf Course, now 
one of the best municipal layouts in the 
Midwest. 

“While he was not a golfer, his 
daughter, Winifred, was, and a pretty 
good one. She must have talked about 
having to wait to play. What this town 
needed was another golf course, and it 
got one,” he said.

He fed the community’s cultural 
appetite because he understood the role 
of the arts in stimulating creativity and 

AA

Reflecting on the past can help understand 
the present. W.E. Upjohn and Homer 
Stryker are remembered through Bud 
Parks, retired American National Bank 
trust officer, as he reminisces on key 
financial transactions in the community.

The proceeds from The Upjohn Co. stock sale in 1958 resulted in a check for 
$104,594,000 coming into the Kalamazoo community to be shared with the existing 
stockholders.
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intellectualism. Dr. Will provided the 
first permanent home for the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts in 1929.

A strong supporter of the Kalama-
zoo Symphony Orchestra in its early 
years, Upjohn enhanced the dramatic 
arts as well. Out of the ground adjacent 
to Bronson Park came the 537-seat Civic 
Auditorium that he gave to the com-
munity in October 1931, complete with 
an endowment to provide theatrical 
opportunities for “The Civic Players” 
(then two years old) and for local people 
in future years. 

Dr. Will sensed that physical and 
spiritual health go hand-in-hand. As 
president of the Kalamazoo Hospital As-

sociation near the turn of the century, he 
spearheaded the establishment of what 
became Bronson Methodist Hospital, 
heading its board of directors and over-
seeing the construction of facilities.

In the mid-1920s, when his church, 
the First Congregational Church, and 
two others around Bronson Park (First 
Methodist and First Presbyterian) were 
scorched by fires of suspicious origin, 
Upjohn stepped forward with other com-
munity leaders to fund the repairs. 

What he called “the most important 
thing I ever did in my life “came near its 
end. The Upjohn Co. was able to hold 
its own, escaping layoffs while the Great 
Depression wrapped its tentacles around 

people’s lives and slowly strangled the 
nation’s economic vitality. Some 12 mil-
lion Americans were unemployed and 
Kalamazoo had its share.

As a man who cared about his 
people, he was deeply concerned about 
the heavy joblessness. He felt keenly the 
inhumanity of doing nothing for the un-
employed. Yet, he didn’t like cash doles 
because of his belief that the large-scale 
paying out of public funds without the 
production of goods in return devalued 
the dollar. Because his roots were firmly 
imbedded in the land, he favored a 
return to subsistence farming for urban 
workers and their families during slack 
times of employment.

During the dark days of the Great Depression, W. E. Upjohn purchased 1,262 
acres of land to provide much needed work for Kalamazoo’s unemployed. In 
this photo, a herd of registered Guernsey cows is about to be auctioned.
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Thomas J. Saewert, DDS

Living life to its fullest. It’s an attitude we take 
to heart. And it’s why we are proud to now 
be part of Sunrise Senior Living. For 25 years,
Sunrise has created senior living options that
enhance the quality of people’s lives. And
together, we provide the choices, services and
care that will ensure our residents can live 
life on their terms. Discover the difference 
that The Fountains at Bronson Place and
Sunrise Senior Living can offer you.

Call 269-382-3546 or visit us today to 
discover maintenance-free living.

For more information and a FREE online 
newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Offering Independent Living, Assisted Living, 
Nursing and Rehabilitative Care

1700 Bronson Way
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

I AM 83 AND REFUSE 
TO LET LIFE PASS ME BY.

He set a course to establish a model 
subsistence-farming community for Ka-
lamazoo’s unemployed industrial work-
ers. The Kalamazoo Gazette headline on 
December 6, 1931, proclaimed the bold, 
quasi-Utopian social experiment by the 
town’s benevolent patriarch: “Dr. W. E. 
Upjohn Buys 1,200-Acre Site to Work 
Out Unemployment Problem Solution.”

The Richland Township land, near 
where his father had settled in the 1830s, 
was converted into individual farm plots 
for jobless people who would be trans-
ported from town to work the soil. In par-
allel, a working farm cooperative would 
be created to raise other crops, chicken, 
and sheep, and to operate a creamery.

A diversified commercial farming 
operation seemed like a worthy unem-
ployment-relief project. It could provide 
part-time employment, supplemental 
cash income and a dose of personal pride 
to people who had no jobs. 

The dream inched toward reality 
in the spring of 1932 with the 
cultivation of a 90-acre po-

tato field. Jobless men broke the soil, 
planted, weeded and harvested in the 
fall. What was not kept for personal con-
sumption was hauled to Kalamazoo for 
sale or distribution. Twice a week, Dr. 
Will visited the site, but only five weeks 
after launching the great social experi-
ment, he became ill and died, not able to 
see through what he had hoped would 
be a model for other industries and com-
munities.

Beyond the basic organization of 
the central communal farm that grew to 
200 acres by 1933, what he was able to 
accomplish was the establishment of a 
nonprofit entity (the W.E. Upjohn Unem-
ployment Trustee Corp.) to administer 
the project “that never was.” Its base of 
support was 10,000 shares of Upjohn 
stock and the Richland Township prop-
erty. The organization’s mission included: 
“ ... to study and investigate the feasibility 
and methods of insuring against unem-
ployment, and devise ways and means 
of preventing and alleviating the distress 
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and hardship caused by unemployment.”
Good economic times returned and 

the farmland holdings, which eventually 
doubled in size, ended up serving as a 
veterinary research center and ultimately 
became the center of Upjohn’s agricul-
tural division. In 1945, the nonprofit 
entity spawned the W. E. Upjohn Insti-
tute for Employment Research, which 
prospers today.

Why did Dr. Will do what he did? 
He could have withdrawn into a shell 
and become Kalamazoo’s version of 
Howard Hughes. No doubt he had a 
capitalistic motive. Other industrial lead-
ers plowed profits back into their home 
bases because it was good business. But 
William Erastus Upjohn seemed to take 
that to a new level. He truly got involved 
in Kalamazoo, its life and times.

Commented one family observer: 
“The thing he stressed about himself was 
that he had been given his vast wealth 
as a stewardship. It was not given to him 
to use for himself. He truly believed that 
God had given him a great, great deal of 
this world’s wealth to use to help other 
people.”

He passed his philanthropic 
perspectives on to his children. For 
example, daughter Genevieve and her 
spouse Donald Gilmore mirrored the 
family commitment by building the art 
institute’s current quarters. 

Daughter Dorothy Dalton followed 
his lead. In addition to helping shape the 
features of Miller Auditorium as a mem-
ber of the Western Michigan University 
Board of Trustees, she was a major bene-
factor of the performing-arts facilities 
that bear her name on the Western and 
Kalamazoo College campuses.

Stepson Irving Gilmore, mirroring 
the concept of community stewardship 
and a “why me?” philosophy about his 
wealth, continued the tradition. His 
foundation adds to the community’s 
international reputation by hosting a 
keyboard festival of global repute.

Upjohn’s gift to the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation set the stage by 
becoming one of the largest entities of its 

kind. His actions stemmed from what he 
saw happening in Cleveland, which had 
established one of the first community 
foundations in the nation.

He decided to heed the advice of 
Theodore Roosevelt, who told Ameri-
cans that what they did for themselves 
went with them to their graves, while 
what they did for their community lived 
on and on. Dr. Upjohn and his family 
members who followed him wanted their 
community to remain a special place 
after they had breathed their last.

As dictated in his will, 1,000 shares 
of Upjohn stock were turned over to the 
foundation upon his death. It was to 
receive 17,650 additional shares in the 
years to come under other provisions 
and after certain contingencies of the 
will were met. Dr. Will set aside various 
blocks of stock for relatives. Some of that 
stock was also destined to pass into the 
assets of the foundation.

Maintaining the strong relation-
ship between the foundation 
and The Upjohn Co. after the 

founder’s death was Harold B. Allen. The 
1915 Kalamazoo College graduate and 

native of Three Rivers worked for the for-
mer First National Bank and Trust Co. of 
Kalamazoo before joining the company 
in 1932, eventually moving up to his 
post as corporate secretary from which 
he retired in the mid-1960s.

Prior to him joining the company, 
Allen and Dr. Upjohn had been involved 
in community projects, which led to 
Allen’s close connection for four decades 
with the Kalamazoo Foundation.

The “Kalamazoo That We Know 
Today” started to come to fruition on 
December 11, 1958, and, as Parks recalls, 
it wasn’t a snap-of-the-fingers decision. In 
the summer of 1954, a three-column ar-
ticle in The Wall Street Journal chronicled 
the story of a privately owned company 
owned by “a family of doctors” selling 
$100 million worth of drugs annually. 

According to company documents, 
family members — 11 of the 20-person 
board of directors were related directly 
or by marriage to the founder — talked 
about “the benefits and drawbacks of 
going public. While it would suddenly 
be in “a goldfish bowl,” the company 
also needed to know “what its stock 
was worth for gift-tax and inheritance-

One of W. E. Upjohn’s many community service activities was overseeing the construction of the first 
Bronson Hospital building.
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Skate Server

tax purposes.”
The feds via the U.S. Treasury esti-

mated each share to be worth $282.50, 
but some traders placed the value at 
slightly more than $2,000 each.

The company’s hand was forced a 
bit, Parks said, when an Upjohn sales-
man in San Francisco, who had been 
left a sizable block of stock by his father, 
opted to improve his estate-tax situation 
by selling his shares. The portfolio of 
1,327 shares was sold for $1.4 million.

“While it would seem the Upjohn 
management might become upset at the 
situation,” said Parks, a Kalamazooan 
since his 1951 enrollment at WMU, “that 
didn’t turn out to be the case at all. It 
kind of served as a wake-up call. The 
company leaders were getting older and 
they were all facing liquidity issues.”

The board’s October 24 decision to 
“go public” was endorsed by stockholders 
— estimates of their number range from 
55 to more than 500 — a month later.

After a 25-to-1 stock split, the sale of 
2.41 million shares began on Wall Street 
that morning at $45 per share through 
Morgan Stanley & Co.  According to 
company documents, that represented 
17 percent of the 14 million outstanding 
shares of stock. It was a buyers’ market 
that day for an enterprise whose annual 
sales were nearing $130 million that 
year.

“At the time, the largest going-pub-
lic sale involved the Ford Motor Co.,” 
Parks said. “The Upjohn Co. sale — $108
million — was the second largest. The 
Upjohn Company public offering, like 
the Ford Motor Company, was a second-
ary offering (stock sold by stockhold-
ers). None of the proceeds went to the 
company.

“By the end, there were 30,000 
stockholders. Underwriters had sug-
gested the 25-to-1 split, but we were later 
told it could have been 50-to-1 or even 
100-to-1.

The Upjohn Co. was formally ac-
cepted for listing and trading on the New 
York Stock Exchange on January 5, 1959.

(continued on page 54)
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         NYONE WHO has ever worked in   
           the muck or tracked through its 
             inky ooze knows it is a living 
thing. And in 1945 the big black blanket 
that lay over much of Portage breathed 
heavy in anticipation. It sensed change.

The Upjohn Company, the Kal-
amazoo-based pharmaceutical giant, 
had grown by leaps and bounds during 
World War II when it produced for the 
war effort immense quantities of penicil-
lin, serum albumin and sulfa products. It 
was rapidly running out of room at its 30 
buildings comprising 838,000 square-
feet of floor space. Hemmed in for fur-
ther expansion at its downtown Kalama-
zoo sites, the company, and especially its 

president, Donald S. Gilmore, concluded 
that it should replace its “old wooden 
manufacturing buildings with a modern, 
one-story plant in the country.”

Gilmore and company vice president 
Lew M. Crockett scoured the surround-
ing countryside for months until finally 
deciding on pristine, largely undevel-
oped, Portage Township.

The Upjohn Company Board of Di-
rectors approved the project in September 
1945. The company proceeded to quietly, 
so as not to precipitate skyrocketing land 
values, acquire 1,500 acres of farmland 
off Portage Road owned by the Bishop 
family, the Heidanus family and others.

Soon Portage residents would hear 

an unfamiliar sound, one that became 
more and more a part of life in the town-
ship — the roar of caterpillars and other 
giant earthmoving equipment. The I-
beam skeleton of a mammoth, innovative 
plant took shape in a vast crater carved 
out of cornfields. When fully occupied 
in April of 1951, Building 41 covered 
33 acres of floor space. Internationally 
touted as one of the “wonders of the new 
industrial age,” Building 41 drew scores 
of competitors to gaze in awe at its maj-
esty with “a complete flexibility of future 
operations, with room to expand, room 
to install new machines, room to convert 
quickly from one product to another.” At 
least one foreign drug maker borrowed 

Following is an
excerpt from the 
new book by notable 
Michigan historian 
and author Larry 
Massie. Available
to the public in
November, it is
entitled “A Place 
Called Portage: Its 
Past & Present.”

From Celery Plots to 
Suburban Plats: 
Portage Township Blossoms
By Larry Massie

Because of a legal suit over the right of way, work had stopped on the I-94 overpass at South 
Westnedge Avenue. It was under construction in 1957-58.

A
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the blueprints for its own new factory.
So successful was Building 41’s 

planning and execution that no expan-
sion to the structure was required until 
1983, although production had risen a 
hundredfold by then.

In the meantime, adjacent struc-
tures had taken shape at the Portage site. 
In 1946, Building 38 began producing 
antibiotics, quickly followed by Building 
39, devoted exclusively to manufactur-
ing adrenal cortex hormones. The main 
power plant began producing 60 pounds 
of steam per hour via its three coal-fed, 
700-horse-power boilers in 1949.

To facilitate the movement back and 
forth of the hundreds of employees who 
lived in Kalamazoo, The Upjohn Com-
pany inaugurated its own bus service 
in 1949. It continued to operate with as 
many as 15 buses into the 1970s.

But it soon became obvious that 
employee housing closer to the big 
Portage plant would be necessary. The 
company investigated the feasibility of 
launching its own Portage Road hous-
ing development with adjacent business 
amenities. But the complexity of creating 
a new housing development in the early 
1950s proved too overwhelming, and the 
company abandoned those plans.

Individual entrepreneurs quickly 

moved in, gobbling up farmsteads and 
platting subdivisions. By 1953 hous-
ing developments such as Timberland 
Grove, Lakewood Homesites, Loehr 
Acres, Westnedge Heights, Home Acres, 
Fairfield, Lindbergh Estates and others 

had suddenly appeared on the Portage 
map. Lots within these communities 
often transferred ownership with a set 
of covenants conceived by the develop-
ers and distinct from township zoning 
regulations and laws.

Kalamazoo Municipal Airport in the 1950s. Note the Portage Drive-In Theatre in the background.
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    sign of the times, some of these 
stipulations appear to have 

been blatantly racist and 
would not be condoned in a more 
progressive age. Articles, for example, of 
the 1952 constitution of the Timber-
brook Community Association, on the 
north edge of Portage just east of 
Oakland Drive, decreed: “No premises 
shall be rented, leased or occupied by 
persons other than members of the 
Caucasian race, except those who are 
regularly employed and domiciled with 
the owner or tenant.”

Even some street names platted in 
these early developments bore a trace of 
racism. Amos and Andy streets, which 
run east off of Westnedge Avenue north 
of I-94, commemorate the once-popular 
team of white comedians who mimicked 
racial stereotypes in blackface.

Of course, developers insensitive to 
racial issues were but a small proportion 
of those who helped build Portage into 
a city. More typical were home-grown 
entrepreneurs such as Bernard (Bud) 
Mein, whose life reads like a Horatio 
Alger “rags to riches” story. His father 
emigrated from Holland in the early 20th 
century, married a Portage woman, and 
began growing celery.

Bud was born in 1920, one of eight 
siblings. Despite that large family, 
crucial for success in the labor-intensive 
celery business, the elder Mein sold 
the farm and launched a feed and coal 
business. His Portage Elevator Company 
prospered until 1932, when, amidst the 
Great Depression, he died. The family 
lost its life savings shortly thereafter 
when their local bank went belly up. 
Somehow, the widow Mein managed to 
feed her hungry brood, and they even 
succeeded in getting an education.

Bud graduated from Portage High 
School in 1939 and took advanced com-
mercial classes at Western State Teachers 
College (later WMU) at night. He mar-
ried Annabelle Dykestra, a beauty queen 
from Kalamazoo, and they raised three 
children. He bought his mother’s share 
of the Portage Elevator Company and 

AA

added the fuel-oil business.
The fuel-oil business naturally lagged 

in the summer, so in 1951 he began build-
ing houses to keep busy. Soon he platted 
the Shannondale Acres subdivision off of 
Oakland Drive north of Romence Road. 
In 1958, he bought 40 acres to the east 
and platted out Mahogany Acres.

In the early 1960s, Mein decided 
to take a big gamble. He mortgaged his 
property to the tune of $30,000 to fi-
nance a water system and to build a com-
munity swimming pool and recreation 
center for his two developments.

The community swimming pool was 
the first of its kind in southwest Michi-
gan. By 1963 Mein had completely paid 
off his debt. The pool continued to be 
operated and maintained as a nonprofit 
corporation for the benefit of the 
community he had built.

nother local boy who contributed 
to the early development of 

Portage was Ray Derksen Jr. A 
resident of Portage since the early 1920s, 
Derksen helped organize the original 
Jaycees, served as director of the Portage 
Chamber of Commerce and as a charter 

AA

South Westnedge Avenue between Gladys 
Street on the north and Shaver Road on the 
south in 1959.
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member of the Portage Optimist Club. In 
the 1950s he opened a drive-in restau-
rant on South Westnedge Avenue.

Illness struck, and he went on vaca-
tion to recuperate. During that time he 
conceived the plans for Portage Town-
ship’s original shopping center.

With that dream and but $50 cash 
to begin with, through hard work and 
the backing of his family, he succeeded 
in building Portage Plaza, a 13-unit U-
shaped shopping center with parking for 
125 cars. At its opening in April 1958,
it was anchored by Karl’s Super Market 
on the north and Derksen’s own Plaza 
Beverage on the south. Portage Plaza 
expanded to an additional four retail 
outlets later that year.

Two years later came the grand 
opening of Southland Mall, the greater 
Kalamazoo area’s original such develop-
ment, and South Westnedge Avenue, 
then also the route of U.S. 131, was well 
on its way to becoming the shopping 
center of southwest Michigan.

Other areas of Portage began to gain 
commercial success following the end 
of World War II as well. Ivan Holden, 
a Kalamazoo youth who had returned 
home after serving with a U.S. Army 
hospital unit in England, was undecided 
as to what direction his life should take. 
During a Sunday drive in 1946, his wife, 
Betty, spotted a vacant drive-in restau-
rant for sale at 5242 S. Portage Rd. She 
remarked, “We ought to buy that.”

The next day she reminded him to 
call the realtor, and after inspecting the 

Southland Shopping Center under construction 
in 1958.
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structure with flashlights, the Holdens 
made an offer. With their total life sav-
ings of $1,000, they managed a down 
payment, bought furnishings, and 
opened the Iceberg Drive-In. Holden 
painted the roof white with silver metal-
lic, which lit up when automobile head-
lights shone on it.

Fortune smiled on the enterprise 
later that year when Portage Road was 
paved with tarmac, and the Iceberg Drive-
In became a favorite destination. The op-
eration employed eight to 10 carhops, and 
Holden installed the area’s first telephone-
like switchboard to handle orders.

Holden later operated the Ivanhoe 
Restaurant and the Ivanhoe Carpet Store.

In 1950, Portage’s entire population 
stood at only 7,946. In the succeeding 12 
years, it nearly tripled. In 1963, the edi-
tor of the Portage Headliner marveled at 
the avalanche of growth:

“Industry, followed by people, fol-
lowed by retail business, began to pour 
into Portage. Farmland was swallowed 
up. It happened so fast that it seemed 
as though if you turned your back on a 
given piece of property which contained 
trees, crops, waving grass and, perhaps, 
a farmhouse with its outbuildings, you 
had to do a double-take when you looked 
back at it. For — here stood a factory, 
a group of houses, a cluster of stores, a 
school, or a church. Farms disappeared 
almost overnight, until there are now 
only six real farms existing in Portage. 
Lake property changed in appearance 
from scattered summer cottages to year-
round dwellings rimming the waters.”

By early 1963 Portage Township 
contained 6,917 homes, 20 industries of 
varying size, 171 businesses, a library, 
three parks, two bowling alleys, two 
skating arenas, two theaters, five motels, 
three banks, five service clubs and a 
first-class post office.

Southland Shopping Center shortly after it 
opened in 1960.
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SINCE BEFORE MAN was able to write, 
he has preserved food through various 
means. Drying fruits, herbs, meats and 
vegetables for use at a later time is one of 
the oldest methods. The ability to pre-
serve foods may have helped form primi-
tive societal structure as settlements, and 
then towns, developed around areas of 
adequate food availability. 

Next to drying, the second oldest 
form of preserving food is through the 

application of 
heat generated 
by a smoking 
fire. The long 
cooking times 
and heat that is 
generated cooks 
the meat or fish 
thoroughly and 
kills the bacteri-
al microbes that 
cause decay. 

A third 
discovery in 
food preserva-
tion methods 
involved salt, 
which preserves 

by drawing out the moisture bacteria 
needs to grow, and its use enabled food 

to be transported over long distances for 
trade and sustenance. Hogs and cattle are 
traditionally slaughtered in the late fall to 
early winter, not because they were fat, 
but because meat salted in the cold winter 
air could last for years. 

Until the 1900s, salt was difficult to 
obtain and it became a driver of econo-
mies and sometimes war. The word salary 
comes from the Latin salarium and dates 
back to when Roman soldiers were paid 
with a measure of salt. Salt was also taxed 
as far back as 20th-century B.C. China, 
and nearly every society has used it as 
some form of tax or payment. Even our 
own government used salt to pay soldiers 
during the War of 1812.

In addition, pickling vegetables, using 
sugar in the making of jams or simply 
storing grains were the mainstays of food 
preservation until the 19th century when 
Napoleon, looking for a more nutritious 
way to feed his half-starved troops, offered 
a reward to whomever devised a more de-
pendable way of preserving food. In 1809
Frenchman Nicolas Appert discovered 
preserving food by heating it in sealed 
containers. In honor of Appert, canning is 
sometimes called “appertization,” and the 
Chicago Institute of Food Technologists 
gives an annual award in his name.

In 1857, John Mason designed a 
wide-mouth glass jar with a rubber seal 
and zinc lid that could be screwed on. 
With this breakthrough, canning and 
preserving food became a way of life on 
farms throughout the country. 

This brings us to Louis Pasteur, a 
French microbiologist who discovered that 
food contamination was caused by bacteria 
(clostridium botulinum is a bacteria that 
feeds on decaying food and produces the 
most dangerous toxin known to man). His 
discoveries and methods of pasteurization 
are still used today in milk processing.

In addition, the use of ice to refrig-
erate and preserve food goes back to 
prehistoric times. The harvesting of snow 
and ice in season was put into practice by 
most ancient cultures. During the early to 
mid 19th century, ice harvesting was a big 
business in America. Several methods and 
products were devised to keep ice from 
melting during shipping, and ice boxes 
were a common site in many homes (my 
grandmother often referred to her refrig-
erator as an ice box).

The modern era of refrigeration was 
begun by the demands of the nation’s 
breweries. Their desire to provide a fresh 
and chilled product to their consumer 

(continued on page 61)

Storing Up for Winter

Keith Langdon
Owner of Full City Café
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WHO DOESN’T HAVE a full plate? Any-
thing from getting our annual check 
up or scheduling an oil change, we 
continually need to plan for the future 
so we can be prepared for the things we 
cannot control. It actually feels good 
to get on paper exactly what we want 
our family to do when the catastrophic 
happens; there is a sense of freedom 
knowing that it has been done.

We wouldn’t walk up to complete 
strangers and ask them to divide, as 
they saw fit, our personal belongings 
or the money in our checking account. 
So leaving the decision to the probate 
judge shouldn’t be an acceptable course 
of action, either. Entering into a family 
agreement through a Living Revocable 
Trust is one way to plan ahead and have 
control. Through this document an in-
dividual can choose who will carry out 
our instructions.  

That designee can be a family 
member who is selected to distribute 
possessions according to an individual’s 
wishes, instead of, based on Michigan 
law, automatically giving them to ben-
eficiaries who have reached the “adult” 
age of 18. Or, if found to be incapable 
of managing our own affairs, a trust 

can also designate a family member 
to provide care and avoid a court-ap-
pointed caregiver. Or, a third condition 
commonly considered in a trust is if a 
person becomes physically or emotion-
ally exhausted. The trust can desig-
nate that same family member to take 
responsibility.  

In the alternative, we may not 
want to appoint a family member: The 
estate may be too complicated, or we 
may not feel confident that family will 
be impartial. Or, we may worry that 
temptation for a family member may be 
too overwhelming due to the privacy 
advantage accorded trust arrangements, 
which avoid the public-record aspect 
of a probated distribution of debts and 
assets. If any of these is the case, then 
a corporate trustee would be helpful, 
with all of the same benefits but with a 
professional perspective.

In addition to allowing for control, 
the Living Revocable Trust provides 
for more convenience for your family 
compared to court proceedings. Heirs 
will not only know their loved one’s 
wishes, but they will be able to find all 
of the assets, banks, bank accounts, life 
insurance policies, investment informa-

tion, etc.— an especially problematic 
situation with unexpected death.

Creating a trust ensures that reflec-
tion time was taken to think about what 
is important. Will the family know the 
history of some of its most sentimen-
tal belongings? One of my clients was 
selling a large bookcase in a garage 
sale after her parents’ deaths. An aunt, 
when she noticed, exclaimed: “When 
your grand-
father was 14 
years old, he 
was crew on 
a ship sailing 
from England 
to America and 
that book case 
was his one 
possession that 
he wanted to 
bring with him. 
It has been in 
our family for 
110 years.” 
After hearing 
that story, the 
bookcase was 
not sold and became special to my

(continued on page 61)

Plan Ahead With a
Living Revocable Trust

Julie Phillips, Attorney at Law
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Remnants From Senegal” — This 
performance unveils the pleasant and the 
painful truths of one African family. The 
University Theatre, WMU. Sept 28–30, 
Oct 5–7, 8 p.m.; Oct. 8, 2 p.m. 387-6222.
“The Lion in Winter” — While avoiding 
the traps of three eager sons and a clever 
wife, King Henry must chose a successor 
to keep his kingdom whole. The Univer-
sity Theatre, WMU. Oct. 5–7, 12–14, 8
p.m.; Oct. 15, 2 p.m. 387-6222.
“The Merry Wives of Windsor”
— When Falstaff finds himself enamored 
with two married women, it’s only natural 
that he assumes they are equally taken 
with him. Don’t miss this classic comedy! 
Parish Theatre, 426 S. Park St. Oct. 6 & 7, 
12–14, 19–21, 8 p.m.; Oct. 8 & 15, 2 p.m. 
343-1313.
“Copenhagen” — Two Nobel laureates 
discuss the atomic bomb at a mysterious 
wartime meeting. New Vic Theatre, 134 E. 
Vine St. Oct. 6 & 7, 13 & 14, 20 & 21, 27 
& 28, Nov. 3 & 4; 8:30 p.m. 381-3328.

Musicals & Opera

“Cotton Patch Gospel”
— With music and lyr-
ics by Harry Chapin, the 
Gospel is presented in a 
setting of rural Georgia 
with country music 
songs. New Vic Theatre, 
134 E. Vine St. Sept. 

15–16, 22–23, 29–30; 8:30 p.m. 381-3328.
“42nd Street” — This big, bold razz-
matazz musical celebrates the stuff that 
dreams are made of. Civic Theatre, 329 S. 
Park St. Sept. 22 & 23, 28–30, Oct. 5–7, 8
p.m.; Sept. 24 & Oct. 1, 2 p.m. 343-1313.
“AIDA” — Elton John and Tim Rice’s mu-
sical “AIDA” is bursting with contempo-
rary energy that tells of the love triangle 
between two princesses and a soldier. 
Miller Auditorium, WMU. October 6 & 7, 
8 p.m.; Oct. 7, 2 & 8 p.m. 387-2300.

Dance

“This Floating World” — Wellspring/
Cori Terry & Dancers and Blue Dahlia 
present their live music/modern dance 
collaboration. Sept. 29; time TBA. 
Wellspring Theater, Epic Center, 359 S. 
Burdick St. 342-4354.

Symphony

Garrison Keillor — Garrison Keillor 
joins the KSO for a performance that you 
don’t want to miss. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. Sept. 18, 7:30 p.m. 349-7759.
“The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs” 
— This KSO production tells the story 
from the Big Bad Wolf’s point of view. 
Actor and acrobat Tim Marrone delights 
children in his portrayal of the title 
characters. Chenery Auditorium, 714 S. 
Westnedge. Oct. 1, 3 p.m. 349-7759.
Fall Evenings — Enjoy a KSO perfor-
mance featuring works by Haydn, Ewa-
zen and Mozart. Epic Center, 359 South 
Kalamazoo Mall. Oct. 13 & 14, 8 p.m. 
349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Blackout and Friends — Fontana 
Chamber Arts presents vibraphonistSte-
fon Harris in the first performance of his 
“Portraits of the Promised.” Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 5. 382-7774.
Mole Music — Musical Storybooks 
— This programs invites kids ages 3–6 to 
explore stories, hands-on activities and 
music performed by the Burdick-Thorne 
String Quartet. Epic Center, 359 S. Kal-
amazoo Mall. Oct. 7, 10 a.m. 349-7759.
Faculty Artist Series — Featuring the 
WMU Keyboard Faculty Showcase. Dal-
ton Center Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 8, 3 
p.m. 387-4667.
Gilmore Rising Stars Recital — Fea-
turing Jie Chen on piano performing 
music by Scarlatti, Brahms, Albéniz, and 
Schumann. Wellspring Theater/Epic Cen-
ter, 359 South Burdick St. Oct. 8,
7 p.m. 342-1166.

University Jazz Orchestra — Spend 
an evening with WMU’s finest! Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 12, 8:15
p.m. 387-4677.

Vocal

Young Concert Artist Series — Featur-
ing Jennifer Check, soprano. Dalton Cen-
ter Recital Hall, WMU. Oct. 1, 3 p.m. 
387-4667.
Miscellaneous

Chris Botti — This trumpeter is a virtual 
genre-of-one in contemporary jazz. Don’t 
miss one of the hottest talents in today’s 
music industry. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. Sept. 30, 8 p.m.387-2300.

Visual Arts

WMU Department of Art
387-2455:

Paintings, Puppets and Video — “Pup-
pet Blues,” Entang Wiharso, Java, Indo-
nesia. Gallery II, Sangren Hall. Through 
Sept. 28.
WMU School of Art Faculty Show 
— Dalton Center Multimedia Room. 
Sept. 25–Oct. 12.
Photography and Video — “Guilty 
Pleasures: Little Lolitas,” Laura Adams 
Guth, Midwest City, Oklahoma. Gallery 
II, Sangren Hall. Oct. 3–26.

WMU Student Art Gallery
East Hall:

Watercolors — Jill Glasterer, watercol-
ors; Megan Newhouse and Katie Cooper, 
expressions, portrait paintings. B.F.A. 
degree shows. Sept. 25–29.
Mixed Media — Collaborative works, 
Kyle Jones and Anastasia Morrow. Oct. 
2–6. “Kill Your Heroes,” Sonya Mansour 
and Joe Fleet; “Let’s Take An Empty Room 
& Fill It Up With Us, Dear,” Ephraim 
McNair. Oct. 9–13.

Whether 
women are 
better than 

men I cannot 
say — but they 
are certainly no 

worse.

Golda Meir
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Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

Lines of Discovery: 225 Years of 
American Drawings — View nearly 
150 works on paper from the Colum-
bus (Ga.) Museum that trace America’s 
evolution as a nation, including works 
by Milton Avery, Thomas Hart Ben-
ton, Mary Cassatt, John Marin, Robert 
Motherwell, Louise Nevelson, Isamu 
Noguchi, John Singer Sargent, Andrew 
Newell Wyeth and more. 
Sept. 23–Dec. 31.
ARTbreak — Enjoy informal free 
lectures and presentations on art-related 
topics including: “Bodies of Flesh and 
Stone: A History of Figure Sculpture,” 
Sept. 12; “Mary Frank and Deborah But-
terfield: Nature and Imagination,” Sept. 
19; “Carol Donnelley: Remembering 
Karl Priebe,” Sept. 26; “A Celebration of 
Birds With Roger Tory Peterson,” Oct. 3, 
“Brent Spink: Painting Nature,” Oct. 10. 
Bring a lunch to these 12:15 sessions. 
Senior Day — Seniors, enjoy a docent-
guided tour of “Lines of Discovery: 
225 Years of American Drawings” and 
demonstrations by local artist. Ages 62+; 
registration required. Oct. 5, 2–4 p.m.
“Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of 
the Pharaohs” — Discover the secrets of 
Egypt’s most fascinating ruler, “King Tut,” 
as the Art League visits the Chicago Field 
Museum. Reservations required. Oct. 5, 8
a.m.–7 p.m.
Art & All That Jazz — This informal 
event combines great art with live music 
and free beverages and hors d’oeuvres. 
Enjoy music by the The Gypsy Jazz Trio 
and view the exhibition “Lines of Discov-
ery.” October 6, 5–7 p.m.

Sunday Funday: “The Big Draw” — Do
you like to draw, or maybe just doodle? 
Come create your own drawings, see 
drawings by famous American artists and 
meet Nick Mahmat, storyteller and artist. 
Oct. 8, 2–4 p.m.

Miscellaneous

Art Hop — View the works of local art-
ists in a casual, fun atmosphere. Local 
venues/galleries in downtown Kalama-
zoo. October 6. 5–7 p.m. 342-5059.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809:

Banned Book Week Readout — Cel-
ebrate your freedom to read at this ACLU 
co-sponsored event. Sept. 27, 
6:30 p.m.
Classics Revisited — Learn what makes 
a book a classic, featuring discussion on 
“The Great Gatsby.” Sept. 21, 7 p.m.

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Kalamazoo’s Musical Heritage — This 
presentation focuses on early local or-
chestras and the history of venues like the 
Academy of Music. Sept. 17, 1:30 p.m.
Kalamazoo Insane Asylum History 
— Explore the history of Michigan’s first 
asylum offering treatment of those suf-
fering from mental illness and its growth 
into a virtual city within a city by the 
mid-20th century. Oct. 1, 1:30 p.m.

Removal of the Potawatomi — Learn 
about the attempt to remove the Potawa-
tomi from their homes in southwest 
Michigan, from the early treaties ceding 
their land to the United States to the mili-
tary campaign to round up the Indians. 
Oct. 8, 1:30 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555:

Blood Drive — Volunteer to give blood 
to those in need. Sept. 21, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Visit www.airzoo.org for more info.
Boy Scout Rally — Scouts, don’t miss 
the rally at the Air Zoo! Sept. 22–24. Visit 
www.airzoo.org for more info.
Strategic Reconnaissance Symposium 
— This two-day event focuses on vari-
ous aspects of the SR-71 and reconnais-
sance called “View From On High: 
Strategic Reconnaissance in the Cold 
War.” Oct. 6 & 7. Visit www.airzoo.org 
for more details.

(continued on page 60)

Those who would question immigration 
into the U.S. should heed the lessons 
learned from world-famous architect 
I.M. Pei. Born in China in 1917, Ieoh 
Ming Pei chose to immigrate to America 
to attend MIT. He intended to return 
to China following graduation, but the 
Japanese invasion of China in 1939
changed that. He became a naturalized 
citizen in 1954 and established his own 
firm the following year. Within 10 years 
he attracted the attention of Jackie Ken-
nedy, who selected him to design the 
JFK Library in Boston. Other 

projects followed, such as the East Wing 
of the National Gallery of Art and the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. In 1986, 
Pei received the Medal of Liberty for 
outstanding service to America.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

6797 Orchard Meadow Drive
Portage, MI 49024

Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767
E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com

35S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 6  •  E N C O R E 



HEN MICHAEL WERDEN 
attends the much-antici-
pated Kalamazoo Symphony 

Orchestra League Venetian Masked Ball 
this New Year’s Eve, he’ll be comfortable 
wearing a mask. “I don’t ever seek the 
limelight,” says the new president of the 
KSOL.

But it shines on him nonetheless, 
as the only man to head the symphony’s 
auxiliary support organization in its 76-
year history. It stands to reason that most 
savvy and growth-oriented organizations 
would not put restrictions on its worker 
bees, and Werden, himself, seems to be of 
the mindset that it does not matter who 
leads, as long as the work gets done.

Werden grew up in the burg of 
Washington, in southern Indiana, as the 
oldest of five children in a boisterous and 
decidedly not well-to-do Irish-Catholic 
family. “There were some rough times,” 
he says, growing quiet and still for a 
moment.

“We actually lived in WARsh-
ington,” he rebounds with a chuckle, 
lapsing back into the accent of his child-
hood. His siblings all still live in that 
area of the state. Armed with a major 
in elementary education and a minor 
in music from Indiana State University 
in Terre Haute, Michael Werden first 
embraced the idea of being a teacher. 

By P.L. Mindock

Michael Werden, Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra League president, and Stacy Ridenour, Kalamazoo 
Symphony Orchestra executive director, will be working closely together to bring the community a 
memorable 2006/7 season with the arts.

Michael Werden, KSO secretary Anne
van Giessen (center), and KSOL board member 
Diane Heckler enjoy a moment at a Bronson 
Park concert in July.

The 2006-07 executive board includes: (seated 
from left) Mary Klenow, Vickie Langkam, Pat 
Berninger, Julianne Wood-Rethwill, and (stand-
ing from left) Susan Barber, Michael Werden, 
and Synthia Hardy Kushner.
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He landed his first job in 1973, teaching 
sixth grade in the tiny town of Greens-
burg, Ind. “Their claim to fame is that 
there is a tree growing out of the court-
house tower,” he recalls. “To be perfectly 
honest, I did not like that teaching as-
signment. I really wanted to work with 
younger children, such as first- or sec-
ond-graders, but at that time, they rarely 
hired men to teach at that younger level.” 
Werden stayed in Greensburg for three 
years, but then packed up his car and 
drove off to the big city — Indianapolis 
— to seek his fame and fortune.

“I found a menial job working 
nights to pay the rent and started search-
ing for better opportunities,” Werden 
notes. “A friend of mine who was in 
human resources helped me find an ac-
counting position in the city government 
offices. I enjoyed it so much I began pur-
suing an accounting degree. Eventually, 
I worked my way up to budget manager 
of the city’s multimilliondollar federal-
funds division.”

The bureaucratic hassles finally got 
to his artistic soul and Michael resigned, 
returning in 1980 to his love of music as 
business manager of the Indianapolis Op-
era Company. “It didn’t pay very much, 
“Werden says,” but I had found my niche. 
I remember being amazed and fascinated 
by those people whose bodies were their 

instruments.” 
However, Werden also 
recalls: “Many of the opera 
singers with whom I dealt on a daily 
basis, even the recent IU graduates, were 
temperamental, extremely concerned 
about drafts, the weather, their throats, 
lungs and sinuses — anything that would 
affect the quality of their ‘instrument.’” 
Always ready with a sympathetic ear, 
Werden also did a lot of what he calls, 
“hand-holding” — listening to some of 
the talents bemoan their inability to pay 
their rent. 

Meanwhile, the Exxon/Arts Endow-
ment Conductor for the Indianapolis 
Symphony in 1980 was none other than 
Raymond Harvey, who, of course, is the 
current Music Director for the Kalama-
zoo Symphony Orchestra (KSO). Michael 
and Raymond began working together in 
Indianapolis and became committed life 
partners.

Michael Werden reports no problem 
at all fitting into the symphony support 
system over the past few years. “There 
have always been a few male members 
since the KSOL began admitting them 
back in 1983, and there is one other 
male member on the current board,” he 
notes. One of the best volunteer assign-
ments Werden accepted was working 
with KSOL stalwart Liz Walker and 

This Venetian 
Carnivale 
mask was 

purchased on line as a 
result of Michael Werden’s 

research in helping to plan 
the KSOL’s New Year’s Eve 

KSO benefit dinner dance at 
the Rose Street Market. The 

mask, from Calta Alta Mask Shop 
in Venice, is being used to show-

case the event and will be raffled 
off. Interestingly, Maestro Harvey 
identified the music printed on the 
jester’s headgear as “Maple Leaf Rag,” 
by American musician Scott Joplin. 

The event will be preceded 
by mask-making classes at the Ka-
lamazoo Institute of Arts on Octo-
ber 7 and 14 for those who want to 
appear with an original. Inexpensive 
masks will be available for purchase 
at the door on New Year’s Eve to en-
sure that revelers will not be without. 
In addition, local artists will design 
original creations to be raffled off 
both before and during the evening. 

The black tie affair will 
include a live band, “Montage,” a 
multi-course dinner by Just Good 
Food, décor by Barry Jeter of Earthly 
Expressions of Douglas, Mich., and 
downtown fireworks from the roof 
at midnight. For more information, 
contact event co-chairs Susan Barber 
(343-0309) and Sandy Gilbert (544-
2642).
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other committee members preparing the 
group’s 2005 75th Anniversary brochure. 
That project allowed him to get in touch 
with many of the former presidents and 
dig through the photo scrapbooks and 
research the archives of the organization. 
“It was a wonderful way to learn more 
about the role of president and the his-
tory of the KSOL,” he says. Werden cites 
Ramona Bernhard as his mentor and 
calls her guidance “invaluable.” 

The New Year’s Eve Venetian Car-
nivale will be one of two major KSOL 
fundraisers this season. The event, a 
masked ball, will be held at Rose Street 
Market, with artists designing masks to be 
auctioned along with fine dining and, of 
course, music. There will also be a tour of 
downtown loft apartments in the spring. 
Also on Michael’s agenda for his tenure as 
KSOL leader will be retaining and recruit-
ing members to ensure the vitality of the 
organization. “We plan to do a good job 
of mentoring our new members, so they 
do not feel lost or excluded, especially at 
our many social events,” he says. “We’ll 
get them involved and try to utilize talents 
as wisely as possible. I hope to show them 
how valuable they are to us and how much 
we all appreciate the time they commit 
to the organization. In the old days, the 
founders were mostly women who did not 

have careers outside the home. Now we 
have many busy people who work full or 
part time, in roles ranging from business 
owners to professors, yet they still join to 
help out the KSO.” 

The goal for the KSOL fundraising 
efforts this year is $50,000, which helps 
provide ongoing funding for the KSO’s 
musical education efforts, the instru-
ment “Petting Zoo,” general operating 
needs and scholarships. Other programs 
made possible in part by the support of 
the KSOL include the Youth Concerts, 
Music on the Move, master classes, Ju-
nior Symphony ensemble coaching and 
young composers and soloists in concert. 
In fact, the local symphony education 
and community programs reach 43,000 
people in eight counties each year, along 
with 192 schools, plus numerous appear-
ances at libraries, retirement homes and 
many other venues throughout south-
west Michigan. Werden’s KSOL executive 
committee for 2006-2007 is comprised of 
Julianne Wood-Rethwill, president-elect; 
Vickie Langkam,immediate past-presi-
dent; Susan Barber, treasurer ; Mary Kle-
now, assistant treasurer; Synthia Hardy 
Kushner, community resources director, 
and Pat Berninger, secretary.

“I enjoy being on the sidelines, help-
ing the musical artists of the KSO and the 

surrounding community,” Werden states. 
“It reminds me of that first job I loved, at 
the Indianapolis Opera. Here in Kal-
amazoo, I am still surrounded by artists 
and enjoy learning about their lives and 

KSOL 2004 American Girl Fundraiser leader-
ship included Barbara Smith, Marti Campbell, 
Michael Werden, and Liz Walker.

Werden
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families. Most have other pursuits, since 
the KSO is not a full time job for them. 
It’s interesting to see how musicians piece 
together their livelihood. It’s rewarding, 
but often, it’s also a difficult life path. The 
audience does not always realize that. 
They see it as so wonderful to just be 
playing music, or conducting, but there 
is so much time invested in a musical 
career, plus study, research and practice. 
It’s not as glamorous as most people may 
think. However, most musicians intense-
ly love their chosen art form.” 

Commitment could be Michael 
Werden’s middle name. He firmly believes 
in getting the job done and done well, 
exuding dedication and quiet strength. 
However, lurking within that cultured, 
controlled exterior is a wee bit of the imp-
ish humor for which the Irish are so well 
known. His eyes literally sparkle with it 
whenever he laughs or smiles.

His role as president of the KSOL 
will include overseeing the major fund 
raising projects to support the sym-
phony, organizing committees, attending 
a myriad of meetings and more. His cal-
endar is chock-full of commitment these 
days. “I may need a gavel for meetings, 
though,” he says thoughtfully. “I tend to 
speak softly, so my voice doesn’t project 
well. That makes it a bit difficult at times 

Over 3.3 million listeners on 
more than 535 public radio stations 
faithfully tune in to hear him each 
week. Not bad for a small-town 
Minnesota boy who began his 
radio career spinning records at a 
college station in the mid-1960s. 
Garrison Keillor hails from Anoka, 
not Lake Woebegone, the ficti-
tious Minnesota town featured in 
“A Prairie Home Companion” on 
National Public Radio. He is an 
accomplished author —of 13 books 
and numerous poems —  and bari-
tonist, and features matter-of-fact 
delivery of the snippets of daily life, 
which keeps his audience coming 
back for more.

The much-beloved humorist 
will mix his droll stories with the 
symphony in a special 7:30 p.m. 
performance at Miller Auditorium 
on Monday, September 18. Stacy 
Ridenour, executive director of the 
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, 
says this event is eagerly anticipated. 
“Keillor’s performance intermingles 

his witty stories, nostalgic humor and 
musical stylings with popular classics 
by the orchestra. The concert kicks off 
an eclectic season of music — from 
Beethoven and Brahms to Copland, Ger-
shwin, and newer works,” she says.

With Philip Brunelle, he has per-
formed with many orchestras, including 
the Chicago, Milwaukee, San Francisco, 
Pittsburgh, Minnesota, Dallas, and 
National symphonies. He has appeared 
at Wolf Trap, Carnegie Hall, and other 
major concert halls as a member of The 
Hopeful Gospel Quartet, and he has 
performed on his own in one-man shows 
across the country. 

In May of 2002, Garrison Keillor 
made his opera debut as author and 
narrator of a new Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra production titled “Mr. and 
Mrs. Olson,” which aired on many public 
radio stations.

Ticket information for Garrison 
Keillor’s September 18 appearance with 
the KSO is available online at Kalama-
zooSymphony.com or by calling 269-
349-7759.

39S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 6  •  E N C O R E 



to call meetings to order when everyone 
is so dynamic and enthusiastic.” And 
that being said, Michael’s wry, impish 
smile sneaks out again.

Michael has endured, and oft 
times embraced, the many 
cross-country moves involved 

in Raymond’s career path. “We’ve lived 
in Buffalo, N.Y.; Springfield, Mass.; and 
then Fresno, Calif.,” he notes. “One of 
our rules for living is ‘no long com-
mutes.’ I hate to drive long distances, so 
we also try to never live more than 20 
minutes from an airport.”

Werden continued working in 
various business-oriented positions, 
including a stint at Massachusetts Mu-
tual Insurance Company while Harvey 
conducted the Springfield Symphony. 

One of the most unusual jobs he had 
was working as the nanny for a friend’s 
two daughters in Buffalo. He took care 
of twin girls, Amelia and Anna Kuehn 
(fondly nicknamed Mimi and Coco), 
from age 3 months through 1 1/2 years. 
“I certainly learned a lot about child 
care, even to the extent that I pureed 
organic baby food from produce chosen 
at the local co-op,” he recalls. Then there 
were the joys of Oshkosh overalls. “If 
you have two babies and you want to 
go upstairs, you can just pick them up 
by the back of those overalls and carry 
them,” he chuckles. At the time, their 
mom, Lisa, was assistant dean in the 
School of Dentistry at the University of 
Buffalo and father, David, was princi-
pal trumpet with the Buffalo Philhar-
monic. The friends have all kept in touch 

through the years and the two men sur-
prised the girls by attending their recent 
high school graduation.

“I would have preferred to continue 
my career in arts management, but it was 
impossible with all the moving we did 
over the years,” he states. “I kept taking 
business management or accounting jobs 
simply to have a job, but it was awful. 
When we first moved to Kalamazoo, I 
revived my interest in teaching and be-
came a substitute for several area school 
systems.” However, that foray back into 
teaching only lasted for several months. 
“I subbed in classes ranging from fifth-
grade music to second grade,” he adds. 
“I quickly came to the realization that 
children and their educational environ-
ment have changed too drastically from 
the 1970s. I don’t have the patience for it 

Flamingos seem to have invaded Michael’s home. Amongst his many 
are these garden-variety steel creations, which were sent to him by 
an out-of-town guest who noticed him admiring them at the Allegan 
antique market and sent them to him as a surprise.

Stain-glass creations by Michael Werden have found their way into the 
hands of many of his friends. He began the hobby about eight years ago.

Werden
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or visit www.GriffinPest.com

anymore.” Instead, he decided to devote 
some time to expanding his own creative 
talents, which lie in landscape design, 
stained glass, and the culinary arts. 

“After almost nine years of landscap-
ing our home in Fresno, I finally figured 
out what would grow in that climate, as 
opposed to the Midwest,” Michael notes. 
“Then we moved back here, where there 
are winters again. I did not miss the sea-
sons when we lived in California. It was 
always green. However, this new year-
round garden is slowly taking shape,” 
he says, proudly pointing out a myriad 
of species of hostas, one of his favorite 
perennials. The versatile, showy plants 
in the Werden-Harvey garden are blue 
shades, multicolored, striped, dappled 
and light-yellow ones. They range in size 
from large to the miniature “stilettos” 
and thrive in all types of sun exposure, 
even deep shade. 

A cozy indoor greenhouse attached 
to the main house cherishes fragil orchids 
and tropical plants. Some of Michael’s 
stained-glass works are also on display 
among the growing things, with a bright-
yellow sunflower on a blue background 
and other still-life representations of flow-
ers reflecting rainbows onto the living 
ones. He has plans to eventually remodel 
a portion of the defunct indoor swimming 
pool — currently used for storage — into 
a basement workshop. “When you’re 
creating stained-glass designs, you burn 
lead, use broken glass pieces, and it can 
be messy, so I need a space to continue 
exploring that outlet,” he says. 

Speaking of messy, neighbor and 
friend Robert Hill is an emergency room 
physician at Borgess Medical Center but 
also enjoys working as a steel sculptor 
in his spare time. Bob learned the art at 
the popular SmartShop in Kalamazoo, 
and he recently produced a massive 
three-panel piece now on display in 
Werden’s side garden. The area sports his 
wraparound deck design attached to the 
house, overlooking what resembles an 
archaeological dig site. Michael is slowly 
and methodically unearthing “a fortune 
in stone work” that was buried by years 
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of neglect, helped along by natural com-
posting of leaves and debris. 

In the modern, chef-style kitchen 
looms a huge countertop made of Brazil-
ian granite, flecked with sage green 
and gold. The spacious center island is 
ringed by tools of the trade along with 
gadgets and large pantry cupboards filled 
with savory spices and sundry staples. 
Werden creates his favorite northern 
Italian dishes there and has been known 
to whip up incredible veal Parmesan. 
His other major culinary pursuit is a 
focus on desserts, particularly “anything 
chocolate.” However, traditional crème 
brûlée is his specialty, an art form he 
finessed at the Connecticut Culinary 
Institute. “I mostly worked on French 
style during those classes,” he says. “I 
enjoy making very complicated, fancy 
meals on occasion — haute cuisine.” 
For everyday nourishment, he turns to 
“semi-homemade” — like the popular 
“foodie” cable cooking show of the same 
name — to prepare last-minute menus 
from a well-stocked pantry.

When touring Werden’s home 
and its grounds, one cannot 
help but notice the col-

lection of pink flamingos that perch 
precariously on the edge of a bookshelf, 
peer down from a kitchen nook or pose 
in their one-legged glory in the back-

yard. What’s up with that?
It all began as a prank — a gag gift 

from a friend, Michael explains. “One 
led to another and then they simply kept 
multiplying,” he laughs. “Guests and 
friends kept kindly presenting me with 
more flamingoes because they thought 
I collected them. Now I guess I do have 
a collection.” Most of the birds are quite 
tasteful, and they add a touch of colorful 
whimsy to the classic styles, warm colors 
(greens are his favorite palette) and the 
more traditional art collection displayed 
in this Westnedge Hill neighborhood 
domicile. White walls are anathema 
to Werden. “There have been no white 
walls in any place I’ve ever lived, “ he 
points out firmly.

Michael always calls Raymond the 
artist, but one quick tour of this not-so-
humble abode clearly shows he has a 
keen eye for interior design. Tradition 
mixes with modern in an eclectic style, 
including a 60-year-old eagle claw-foot 
couch, which belonged to Raymond’s 
parents. It’s now reupholstered — in a 
dark green — and leading a new life in 
the relaxing nook off the kitchen.

As evidenced by the much beloved 
couch, Raymond remains close to his 
family. This past summer’s travel itinerary 
included a short jaunt to Florida for the 
Maestro’s parents’ 60th wedding an-
niversary. (There are large flocks of real 

A silly neighborhood costume party resulted in strange get ups by Michael Werden, Robert Hill, 
Raymond Harvey, and Jennie Hill.
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flamingos there, and Michael hopes no 
one in the family got any cute gift ideas 
for the upcoming holiday season.) “Fifty-
seven people all gathered to celebrate,” 
Werden notes. “What began as an idea for 
a simple dinner grew into a grand affair 
that included Raymond’s sister and even 
the great-grandchildren.” Michael was 
also able to spend some time in July with 
his extended family while Raymond was 
conducting operas on two concurrent 
weekends at Indiana University. “Over the 
years, my extended family has learned to 
appreciate live orchestral performances,” 
Werden says. “I doubt if I’ll ever hear a 
Beethoven symphony playing on their CD
at home, but at least they attend concerts 
and enjoy them. We can have some good 
times together and that’s what matters.”

When Werden relates to 
music, he does so as a 
consumer, not a creator. 

A gleaming new Steinway is the focal 
point of his and Raymond’s “tree house 
view” living room. “I dust the piano,” 
Werden quips. “I took keyboard lessons 
as a child and some clarinet, but there 
came a point where I knew in my heart 
I was never going to be any good — no 
matter how long I practiced. When it 
became frustrating instead of enjoyable, 
I stopped playing. I never touch the 
piano now. What use would it be for me 
to struggle through a basic piece when I 
can enjoy listening to an accomplished 
musician like Raymond instead?” 
Werden prefers orchestral music and 
opera for his personal enjoyment, has a 
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penchant for female vocalists in popular 
music and when it’s time to relax with a 
good book, his genre of choice is a juicy 
mystery or crime drama. He tends to 
enjoy those with plenty of action and 
“whodunit?” plots a la Tom Clancy.

“This house is very quiet,” he says 
fondly. “We don’t have background 
music on all the time, because Raymond 
is working here. He might be study-
ing or translating Cyrillic Russian into 
English and music would be distracting.” 
Plus, you won’t find a fluorescent light 
anywhere near the Maestro. Why? “In 
one of our former homes, he couldn’t use 
the one in his office because it used to vi-
brate and hum in B flat,” Michael states. 
Very annoying. Ditto for wind chimes.

What is not striking a discord in 
their home is the lower-level computer 
workspace leading to the Maestro’s 
study. It features a 100-year-old floor, 
designed with stunning mosaic tiles 
reclaimed from a Kalamazoo-area library 
demolished in the 1950s.

At age 55, Michael Werden is happy 
with this segment of his life in Kalama-
zoo. “I had barely heard of Kalamazoo 

prior to moving here,” he 
says.  “One of my friends 
once lived here, but 
when it came time for 
Raymond to make the 
career choice, we had to 
look it up on a map.”

Does he regret this 
move? “In every place 
I’ve ever lived, I’ve tried 
to find the good things 
about it, and to learn 
to change and adapt to 
new situations” he says. 
“In Buffalo, there was 
a lot of snow and cold, 
but I learned to never change my plans 
because of the weather. If you had to 
put your moon boots on and a fur coat 
to go to a concert, you did it, tromping 
through the snow all the way.”  The stint 
in Springfield meant day trips to the 
nearby Berkshires, exploring the history 
of that colonial Massachusetts region, 
or short train trips to the Big Apple. In 
an interesting Michigan connection, the 
longtime music director of Springfield’s 
symphony is also the music director for 

the Traverse City orchestra. 
When asked to contrast Kalamazoo 

with the big cities in which he’s resided, 
Michael claims Kalamazoo has an 
overabundance of blessings in the vast 
variety of artistic endeavors … and in 
the friends he’s made. “The people I’ve 
met here are much friendlier, warmer 
and more open-minded than any others I 
have met in my life. We will always keep 
this house, even if we opt for an apart-
ment in a warmer climate during the 
winter months, as so many people do. I 
have always felt ‘at home’ wherever I’ve 
lived, but Kalamazoo is special.”

As for his new duties as KSOL 
president, Michael says playing the sup-
porting role is a good fit for him. “With 
me, what you see is what you get,” he 
notes. “I’m basically a shy person, more 
of a Type B personality, where Raymond 
is a Type A. The career drive is not as 
strong for me,” he adds. “While with the 
opera management team in Indianapolis, 
I knew so many driven, talented singers 
who were disappointed that they could 
not make a living in their chosen field of 
vocal music. Raymond has been incred-
ibly fortunate to have always been able to 
do what he truly loves as his ‘day job.’” 

P.L. Mindock is a former broadcast 
journalist who now offers professional 
voice talent and feature-writing services. 
Mindock currently serves as vice president 
for InterCom and president of the Richland 
Community Library Board of Trustees.

Jennie Hill, wife of physician and sculptor Robert Hill, helps Michael install the base for a three-panel, 
metal, abstract sculpture designed for the Werden-Harvey side yard.

Prior to moving to Kalamazoo, Michael Werden and KSO Conductor 
Raymond Harvey assumed guest-chef roles at Echo Restaurant in 
Fresno, Calif. This popular dining establishment just down the street 
from where they lived on Echo Avenue often hosted celebrity chefs.

Werden
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N THE SPRING of 2004, Donna Wilinski 
— by day a hospice nurse, by night and 
weekend a professional clown — had an idea 
that would combine her passions for humor, 
healing and helping others. 

During a hospice visit to the Tendercare 
Kalamazoo nursing home on South 11th 

Street, she met a resident named Ginger who shared one of her 
interests. “I love clowns,” Ginger mentioned, adding that her 
grandchildren had studied clowning. Realizing she had the 
resources to potentially make a small dream come true, Donna 
asked Ginger if she’d like to see a live clown show. The reply 
was an enthusiastic affirmative, leading Donna to gather some 
of her big-shoed colleagues for what they thought would be a 
one-time performance. 

The result was such a positive experience for all involved 

that it turned out to be just the beginning. “On the way out the 
door, the clowns asked, ‘When can we do this again?’” Donna 
recalls.  She formalized the group as the Alley 44 Clown Care 
Unit, Alley 44 being the regional chapter of Clowns of America 
International, a worldwide organization of amateur and profes-
sional jesters to which Donna and her fellow performers belong.

The Clown Care Unit’s 10 or so regular members, in vary-
ing combinations, have since performed 11 times a year at area 

nursing homes and assisted-living facili-
ties. Along the way, Hospice Care of South-
west Michigan, Donna’s employer, became 
a sponsor of the group. This fall begins 
their third annual cycle of shows.

A hot and breezy Wednesday eve-
ning this past July brought the troupe on 
a return visit to Tendercare Kalamazoo. 
After finishing supper, many residents kept 
their places in the dining room, awaiting 
the arrival of the clown contingent. A few 
visitors also grabbed seats at the simple 
round tables. Busy staff distributed meds, 
gathered dishes and positioned wheel-
chairs, while keeping a watchful eye out 
for a glimpse of pink hair or red shoes 
coming around the reception desk. 

At about 6:30 p.m., seven costumed 
performers — Q.T. Pie (Margie Kokmeyer), 
Pickles (Beth Fletcher), Suzy Sunshine 
(Jeri Myers), Starla (Linda Black), M.T. 

Clown
I

Donna Wilinski — hospice nurse by day and clown M.T. Pockets by night.

The Circle of Smiles Clown Ministry, pictured in 
1989, was organized by Donna Wilinski (lower left 
with black hat) and Jan Gibes.
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Pockets (Donna), Clash (Donna’s daugh-
ter, Anna Wilinski), and clown-in-train-
ing Oceana (Anna’s 2-year-old) — made 
their way from different corners of the 
parking area into the building. They 
congregated in an ancillary room to 
organize their stash of clown parapher-
nalia and compare last-minute notes on 
the evening’s show, before proceeding 
into the welcoming assemblage. 

Like a traditional big-top spectacu-
lar, the Clown Care Unit’s performance 
is packed with crazy gags, wacky props, 
silly skits and blazing colors. But there 
are some important differences. As 
Donna explains, this is caring clowning, 
which is different from circus clowning. 
“Circus clowns want to be funny; we 
want to be fun,” she says. The focus is on 
the audience, both as individuals and as 
a group, rather than on the performers. 
The visual aspect is exciting, but sound 
and touch are also critical. “We don’t 
wear gloves,” Donna says, “People are 
handled all day by staff wearing gloves.”  

A favorite part of the program is 
what might be called the pre-show warm 
up. The clowns disperse throughout the 
dining room and mingle, offering a joke, 
a magic trick and plenty of chatting. The 
conversations are upbeat but can be sur-
prisingly serious. One resident mentions 

cancer and the clown she is talking to 
introduces her to a fellow performer who 
is a cancer survivor. Some who know 
Donna from her hospice visits greet 
her personally when they recognize 
the nurse beneath M.T. Pockets’ bril-
liant greenish-yellow hair, red nose and 
striped socks. 

For someone who may be less 
verbal, perhaps due to dementia or 
Alzheimer’s, M.T. plays her canjo (a 
simple yet melodic three-stringed instru-
ment made from a can and a wooden 
stick) and sings a quiet song. Suzy 
Sunshine blows soap bubbles. Everyone 
is charmed by little Oceana and the 
equally small shopping cart she pushes 
from table to table. 

After the informal meet-and-greet, 
chairs and tables are pushed back to one 
side of the room, creating a performing 
space — and the show begins.

M.T. starts with a little audience 
participation. She and Suzy Sunshine di-
vide the group into halves to compete in 
a shouting match. “I get their upper half 
and you get the lower half,” M.T. states. 
Laughs — and cheerful groans — ensue. 

Next, a fashion show. Pickles, a 
hobo clown, takes advantage of the 
limelight to sing the fitting “King of the 
Road,” with a minor lyric change to “I’m 

a clown of means by no means.”  A man 
at a table in the back refers to Pickles 
as “Emmett,” recognizing the clown’s 
similarity to Emmett Kelly.  Invoking 
memories like this is a natural — and 
desired — part of the show. Simply see-
ing clowns provides a chance to remi-
nisce about a childhood circus experi-
ence. Music, too, provides a strong link 
to times past. 

A mock baseball game leads to a 
sing-a-long rendition of “Take Me Out 
to the Ballgame.” Skits are interspersed 
with more songs, including a lively, 
interactive “Chicken Dance,” with M.T. 
providing the canjo and ocarina accom-
paniments.  Some residents know all the 
songs; others join in on just one or two, 
while a few sit quietly with eyes closed.  
In one skit, pick-pocket Pickles proudly 
nabs giant boxer shorts out from under 
a fellow clown’s outfit. In another, the 
laugh is on Q.T. Pie and Suzy Sunshine, 
who unknowingly quench their thirst 
with water from Starla’s sock-washing 
pail. 

The evening draws to a close with 
“Let Me Call You Sweetheart” and some 
jokes: 

Knock knock. Who’s there? Emer-
son. Emerson who? Emerson nice people 
we’ve got here in this audience!

Sometimes the residents’ reaction 
is subdued, Donna says. This night, ap-
plause and cheers accompany the troupe 
on their way out. What the clowns seem 
to have perfected is a way to combine 
comic traditions with the personal touch 
of a caring friend. Donna sums it up: 
“The point is to make a connection.”

The Clown Care Unit members 
can tell about many times when 
they’ve seen a clown bring about 

an extraordinary response. In one case, 
Donna was creating balloon figures in a 
nursing home when a man named Har-
old, who hadn’t spoken in a long time, 
asked for one. “All of my clowns have 
stories like that,” she says. “It’s magic. 
That’s what got me hooked.”

Donna’s interest in clowns goes 

Five members of Alley 44 Clown Care Unit prior to a recent performance at Tendercare Kalamazoo are: 
Starla (Linda Black), Suzy Sunshine (Jeri Myers), Q.T. Pie (Margie Kokmeyer), M.T. Pockets (Donna 
Wilinski) and Pickles (Beth Fletcher).
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back about as far as she can remember. 
“I just always loved them,” she says. 
Growing up in the Detroit suburb of 
Warren, her parents got her an Emmett 
Kelly doll and, when she was three, 
took her downtown to see a circus that 
featured the famous tramp clown. Even 
now she can picture the image of Kelly 
in the sweeping spotlight. She was also 
a fan of Milky, the well-known ’50s and 
’60s Detroit TV clown. 

“I actually liked magic even more 

than clowning as a kid,” she admits, 
having gained some early training in the 
requisite clown skill from a neighbor-
hood magician.

It wasn’t until years later, though, 
that Donna became serious about clown-
ing. In the meantime, she worked in a 
nursing home as a teenager and began 
what she calls her “patchwork nursing 
degree” at Macomb Community College.  
Then the young Donna Jocham mar-
ried Jerome Wilinski, also from Warren 

— and with her husband served in the 
U. S. Army in Texas, New Mexico and 
Germany. She continued college at sev-
eral institutions, including the Univer-
sity of Maryland’s military program.

A highlight of living in Germany 
was the chance to see a European circus. 
“It was great,” Donna exclaims, adding 
with a laugh that, despite her lifelong 
fascination, it was only the second circus 
she’d ever attended. 

The couple returned to Michigan as 

lley 44, when it was founded some 
30 years ago, became the 44th 

local chapter of Clowns of 
America, an organization of amateur 
and professional clowns. That group 
has since become COAI, adding “inter-
national” to its name and now having 
hundreds of chapters around the globe. 

You need look no further than the 
local group’s motto to understand their 
mission and outlook: “We are a humble, 
light-hearted bunch who take humor and 
joy-spreading very seriously.”

Alley 44 currently has about 50
members, including a few who keep 
in touch but have hung up their clown 
shoes or moved out of the region. Most 
members reside in southwest and mid-
Michigan and are active in full- or part-
time clowning.

Why “Alley?”
Donna Wilinski, the group’s “ex-big 

nose” (i.e., ex-president), says there are 
two potential explanations. One story is 
that “alley” in this context stems from 
the French word “allez,” meaning “go” or, 
in the case of a circus clown, “go get out 
there in the ring!” The other version says 
the name is taken from the “clown alley” 
area of a traditional circus’s performer 
tent, a location set aside for clowns to 
apply their grease paint followed by a 
covering layer of powder without spoil-

AA ing other performer’s costumes. 
In addition to the Alley 44 Clown 

Care Unit, there are a number of other 
ways area clowns are engaging in caring 
clowning. Some of the Alley members 
perform at the Veterans Hospital near Ft. 
Custer. Others visit nursing homes on 
their own, in addition to the Clown Care 
Unit shows. Member Linda Black — as 
her clown character Starla — makes regu-
lar visits to the West Michigan Cancer 
Center in downtown Kalamazoo. 

As a cancer survivor who received 
chemotherapy and radiation treatments 
at the center, Linda’s pathway 
to clowning is quite recent and 
rather different from Donna’s. She 
did not have a lifelong interest in 
clowns, but in 2004, the year after 
her treatments, she noticed the 
Alley’s clowning course in the Ka-
lamazoo Public Schools commu-
nity education catalog. “When I 
saw the class description, I didn’t 
hesitate,” she recalls. “I can’t tell 
you what led me to it.”

“Each week was something 
a little bit different. We’d choose 
our name, develop our costume, 
building until our last class 
— our graduation — when we 
put on a little show for our families,” she 
explains.  

The 
clown name 
she selected 
has a special, 
personal meaning. “While I was going 
through cancer treatment, my friends 
and family were so supportive. One per-
son said, ‘You are a star,’ and gave me a 
cloisonné star,” she remembers. “I didn’t 
want the name to be just Star,” so she 
picked Starla.

While taking the course, Linda had 
no particular plans for her new skills, 
but it soon occurred to her that having a 

Suzy Sunshine’s (Jeri Myers) trademark is her 
bubble blowing.  Myers often partners with 
Linda Black (Starla) to perform for patients at 
West Michigan Cancer Center.
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civilians, this time to Kalamazoo, primarily because of West-
ern Michigan University, where Jerry earned a degree in so-
cial work. Donna entered the Bronson School of Nursing but 
was waylaid at age 32 by a diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis. 
But determined, she eased her way back to school, this time 
at WMU, taking one class per semester. Some 17 years after 
earning her LPN degree at Manpower Development Training 
Act (MDTA) School of Practical Nursing at Herman Kiefer 
Hospital in Detroit, she graduated from Western, receiving an 
RN and a bachelor’s in health studies on the same day.

Donna worked 14 years as a nurse at Bronson Hospital, 
moved on to long-term care nursing, and then realized she 

combination of clown and patient experience might be of 
service at the Cancer Center. She contacted the volunteer 
coordinator, who passed on her idea to the center’s Board of 
Directors, and it was quickly approved.

Since then, she stops in about every two weeks. “I do 
the visits and maybe take people’s minds off what they are 
doing there.” 

Sometimes Jeri Myers (Suzy Sunshine) accompanies 
her. They go as Dr. Starla and Nurse Suzy Sunshine, with 
medical jackets and the appropriate props. The pair, like 
all who do caring clown work, have learned to sense when 
someone does not want to be approached or perhaps has 
a fear of clowns. They also know how to work their magic 
while staying out of the way of the medical professionals.

She has had many moving experiences at the Center. 
One day she visited with a woman who was having her first 
chemotherapy treatment. Linda later learned the woman 
said that Starla had “made all the difference in the world.”

“Most people are so receptive — they’ll tell you their 
whole story,” Linda says. You never know whom you might 
reach, she points out, adding that “it is very heartwarming.”

A few years ago, Alley 44’s monthly meeting atten-
dance had dwindled to only a few regulars. As a result, 
the group partnered with the Kalamazoo Public Schools 
Community Education division to offer a clown training 
course: “Be a Real Clown.” Beginning its fourth year in 
mid-September, the course covers all of the basics: clown 
ethics, history, costumes and makeup, character develop-
ment, parade techniques, magic, balloons, clowning in 
health care, and more. 

“It’s a tremendous heritage,” says Donna with pride 
— and she and her colleagues are enthusiastic about pass-
ing it on.
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wasn’t quite satisfied. Hours of re-
flection in church led her to hospice 
work. 

Now, as a hospice nurse 
with Hospice Care of Southwest 
Michigan, she works with patients 
who have become somewhat of a 
personal specialty — those resid-
ing in area nursing homes. She sees 
each person once or twice a week, 
serving not only them but also their 
families and the staff. “I educate 
families about the road ahead. I 
teach relatives how to cope.

“You can have a lot of guilt,” 
she adds, referring to the decision to 
have a loved one move to a nursing 
home. But she understands from 
personal experience that it is sometimes 
the only option. “I give patients and 
their families permission to have fun 
and help them expect that they’ll have 
quality of life.”

Hospice nurses, Donna explains, 
provide an extra set of eyes, extra care, 
and are part of a team that offers special 
services, such as music therapy to those 
nearing the end of life. “We get people 
comfortable. We can spend more time, 
and play — that’s what I love,” she says. 
Her gentle yet confident demeanor and 
quick laugh have a noticeably calming 
effect. 

“I’ve taken care of some really 

amazing people,” Donna says with emo-
tion.

The skills she’s developed as her 
alter ego come in handy on a daily basis. 
“I always use humor — think like a 
clown — it helps,” she says. “If I want to 
go into a room and blow bubbles, I do 
it! Patients love it. I play music — my 
ocarina is always around my neck.” 

She also keeps a red nose in her 
pocket. “You can take the edge off tough 
situations — or you can just have a good 
laugh.” Sometimes a patient’s response to 
music or a clown nose helps her assess 
their condition.

Perhaps the least agreeable part of 
her job is the paperwork. A sign above 
her desk reading “Live, Laugh, Love, 
Document” sweetens the unavoidable 
ever so slightly.

Before she became one, Donna 
says, “It seemed like an impos-
sible dream to be a clown.” But a 

spark from her youngest daughter, Anna, 
now 26, and a right-time/right-place en-
counter with a clown stranger changed 
all that. 

When Anna was 10, she wanted 
to join a clown ministry at St. Thomas 
More Church, but was, disappointedly, 
too young. (Anna recalls her youth-

ful fascination being more about 
distributing helium balloons at the 
hospital than with clowning per se, 
but that, too, would change.) About 
the same time, Donna happened to 
be in the office at St. Augustine Ele-
mentary School when a clown came 
in. So, spurred by Anna’s letdown 
and her own curiosity, Donna spoke 
with the clown — Jan Gibes — and 
ended up going home with her that 
day to start learning the trade, thus 
forming a strong friendship.

“You apprentice yourself 
— there’s a whole clown geneal-
ogy,” Donna says. Jan had learned 
from local expert Catherine Taylor, 
and Jan and Donna both learned 

from Sister Mary Bader, better known to 
many as a former president of Nazareth 
College. 

Sister Bader “lectured to us for a 
morning. She talked about philoso-
phy and about Christ as a clown. She 
made an impact,” Donna recalled with 
admiration. The thing about clowns, she 
learned, is that “when they fall down, 

they get back up.”
Soon, Donna and Jan began a 

clowning program for kids at St. Au-
gustine School — the Circle of Smiles 

Anna Wilinski models her face painting skills.

Margie Kokmeyer (Q.T. Pie) looks on as Donna 
Wilinski (M.T. Pockets) plays her canjo for a 
Tendercare resident.

Pickles (Beth Fletcher) and Starla (Linda Black) 
work the room, chatting with nursing home resi-
dents prior to starting the main performance.
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Great Lakes Cardiovascular Thoracic Surgery
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7901 Twelfth St., Suite 201

Portage, MI 49024

Call Now For FREE Initial Vein Consultation.

(269)372-8687
www.greatlakesveincenter.com

Clown Ministry. Anna and Jan’s boys, 
Aaron and Josh, took part, along with 
others the same age. The children 
trained to perform clown versions of 
Bible stories, such as the Good Samari-
tan. “Clowns can act that out and bring 
people to tears,” says Donna.

The group practiced weekly and did 
about 10 shows each year, performing 
at churches, nursing homes and in the 
Doo-Dah and other parades. 

Attending conferences of organiza-
tions such as the Fellowship of Christian 
Magicians was a favorite for everyone. 
“The kids would scatter to 10 different 
classes and come back and teach me 
stuff,” says Donna. “It was great.” 

While the group continued until 
about eighth grade, Anna’s interest 
persisted beyond. By this point, Donna 
was clowning at various events and 
sometimes Anna performed with her. On 
occasion, so did Anna’s siblings, Jenna 
and Pablo. 

Anna’s early experiences with 
grease paint redirected her early balloon 
obsession to an extremely artistic type of 
face painting, and she’s becoming known 
as a creative talent in the field. Her work 
was part of the Barn Theatre’s 2003 
production of “Cats,” which she says was 
“such an honor.” 

Donna Wilinski’s granddaughter, two-year-old 
Oceana, occasionally performs with the Alley 
44 Clown Care Unit.
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Kalamazoo, MI
www.kalamazookitchens.com

We Make Kitchens
Exciting. In addition, most Tuesday evenings 

Anna can be found at the Kalamazoo 
Perkin’s Restaurant, turning kids into 
puppies, monsters, and butterflies. “It’s 
like a real family,” she says. She loves 
the creativity that face paint can inspire 
in children, having seen kid tigers, for 
example, happily growling and romping 
together through a make-believe jungle 
of their own invention. Some kids return 
multiple times and bring in their own 
designs for her. 

Anna also started her own clowning 
company in California a few years ago 
and since has established it in Kalama-
zoo as “Clash’s K-zoo Party Crew.”  The 
tables have turned a bit as the exuberant 
daughter with a delightful, wacky streak 
now books events for her mother and 
others, because she sometimes has more 
job offers than she can take on.

Anna’s goal when working with 
children is to involve all and “make sure 
the kids get acknowledged, make them 
feel special.” She loves performing with 
the Clown Care Unit when she can and 
as a duo with her mom. While working 
solo is simpler, she says, “it’s so much 
fun interacting with another clown — 
and it gives the audience extra nutti-
ness.”

nna’s older sister, Jenna, follow-
ing a different family path, is a 

sergeant in the Army, serving 
in the 101st Airborne and currently on 
her second deployment in Iraq. Her first 
tour there was in the early “shock and 
awe” days of the war. She is married to 
a soldier and based at Ft. Campbell in 
Kentucky. 

The Wilinski’s met “adopted” son 
Pablo as a boy when Donna was clown-
ing for Michigan migrant worker fami-
lies. Pablo is married with two children 
and lives in Georgia, and Donna has 
visited his relatives in Irapuato, Mexico. 

Jerry, Donna’s husband of 33 years, 
is a substitute teacher for the Kal-
amazoo Public Schools. Though not a 
clown, he provides behind-the-scenes 
support in the form of babysitting for 
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granddaughter Oceana, advising Anna 
in business, and helping with the col-
lection of objects that any serious clown 
needs to cart around. 

Donna had a special experience 
earlier this year while attending a 
Clowns of America International con-
ference in New Orleans. Through Red 
Nose Relief, an organization initiated 
by clowns in response to last year’s Gulf 
Coast hurricane devastation, Donna and 
Alley 44 secretary Linda Wilbur joined 
some 30 other clowns in a performing 
visit to a school in hard-hit St. Bernard 
Parish. 

“It was chaos, but it was a blast,” 
recalls Donna enthusiastically. Months 
after hurricane Katrina, the school was 
still the only one open in the parish. 
Many of the kids had been stranded dur-
ing the storm and were still profoundly 
affected by the trauma. “They wanted 
normal so bad,” Donna explains. 

The experience was so exhilarating 
that the clown group stayed overtime. 
Donna spent the extra time with a class 
of seventh graders. With school sup-
plies nonexistent, improvisation was 
the name of the game. She taught the 
kids Kleenex juggling and folded roses 
for them out of napkins. One thing the 
clowns made sure was in abundant sup-
ply: red noses for everyone. 

“It was very moving. You’re in shock 
for two days after,” Donna says. Her 
extraordinary experience was topped off 
by later seeing kids walking around the 
Ninth Ward wearing red noses.

Caring clowning is a growing field 
and is even more prevalent in Europe 
and Canada than it is in the United 
States. The healing influence of humor 
and optimism has been noted for years, 
although, in many ways, it is only begin-
ning to be understood. Donna Wiliniski 
blends that influence into most of her 
life. It’s a joyful mix.

Richland native Ann Lindsay, a 
Kalamazoo College graduate, spent time in 
Savannah and Chicago before returning to 
Michigan 10 years ago. By day a librarian, 
she lives in Kalamazoo.
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(continued from page 23)
Donald Gilmore, then the board chair-
man and managing director of the 

company, com-
mented that “going 
public gave Upjohn 
a way of determin-
ing a fair value of 
a share of stock.” 
At the same time, 
the stock-exchange 
listing added to the 
company’s prestige, 
he said.

“Certainly,” 
said Parks, who 
spent some child-
hood years in 

Wisconsin before moving to Ann Arbor, 
“some non-Kalamazoo residents ben-
efited from the stock sale, but the lion’s 

share of that money came into this town. 
This community’s cumulative wealth 
went way up.”

Somewhat lost in local history is a 
day that lives in rock ‘n’ roll history. 
“The Day the Music Died,” when a 

plane crash in Iowa snuffed out the music 
of Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and J.P. 
“The Big Bopper” Richardson, there was 
another aviation disaster, this one in the 
icy waters of the East River near LaGuar-
dia Airport in New York City.

On February 3, 1959, an American 
Airlines, four-engine Lockheed Electra 
piloted by Capt. Albert Dewitt, a 59-year-
old resident of Decatur in Van Buren 
County, plunged into the fog-shrouded 

Bud Parks can say he was a part of 
two events that changed the face 
and future of Kalamazoo. Being 

a trust officer at the former American 
National Bank and Trust Co. of Michigan 
and his involvement in the transactions 
when The Upjohn Co. and Stryker Corp. 
went public in their stock holdings — 
deeply in the former and more peripher-
ally in the latter — was more a function of 
being in the right place at the right time 

as opposed to a set-in-stone career plan.
Six years before Upjohn became a 

U. S. Stock Exchange symbol, American 
National established a trust department in 
late 1952 under the guidance of Chica-
goan Arthur Homer — quite a remarkable 
occurrence in itself because the Kalama-
zoo bank had not yet celebrated its 20th 
birthday, having been organized in the 
monetary ashes of The Great Depression.

Yet, here it was, taking part in an 

enormous financial transaction that 
would shape the future of the community 
— and still is molding it almost a half 
century later.

In an historical account, written 
for the bank’s 50th anniversary in 1983, 
Homer offered his version of the financial 
institution’s success:

“American National had a tremendous 
reputation by the time I arrived in 1952. 
It had high-quality officers and directors. 

When we opened our trust 
department, many of their 
friends and business associates 
gravitated to where they did 
their banking business.

“When we served them 
well,” he said, “the word kept 
spreading and we kept getting 
more wills, estates and trusts. 
Back in those tough days of 
the 1930s, American loaned 
people money. When those 
people made it big in busi-
ness, they repaid the favor.”

It also helped that many 
Upjohn family members 
and corporate leaders either 
helped organize American 
National or went on to serve 

Bud Parks Has Seen a Lot of Action in Banking and Finance

Floyd “Bud” Parks As president of the Ann Arbor High School 
class of 1951, Bud Parks delivered an address 
after presenting the class gift — a check for 
$500 — to the school board president. The gift 
went toward a new flag pole for the school.

Ann Arbor High School Pioneers 
starting quarterback Bud Parks 
prepares to throw a pass. Note
that the uniform of the day included 
no face mask for the quarterback.

The Upjohn Company leadership team in the early 1920s consisted of this 
group of men. Seated left to right are: W. Harold Upjohn, secretary; John 
McColl, treasurer; W. E. Upjohn, president; Dr. S. R. Light, vice president; 
and Dr. L. N. Upjohn, New York branch manager. Standing are: Waters 
Sellman, San Francisco branch manager; Malcolm Galbraith, Kansas City 
branch manager; and Frederick Heyl, director of research.
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river only seconds away from a safe 
landing. Sixty-five people, including the 
pilot who was a veteran of 30 years and 
seven million miles of flying, died. Eight 
survived even though the new airliner 
shattered when it hit the water after a 
violent plunge.

On board that ill-fated Electra that 
departed from Chicago, Parks reports, 
were collections of the newly minted Up-
john stock certificates and the sale’s first 
dividend checks dated February 3 and 
issued by American National Bank.

“There was speculation that the pilot 
might have suffered a heart attack,” Parks 
said, “but I’ve lost track of what the offi-
cial finding was of the cause of the crash. 
Some of the cargo was recovered from the 

on the board of directors — Dorothy U. 
Dalton, Grace G. Upjohn, J. Stanley Gilm-
ore, S. Rudolph Light, E. Gifford Upjohn, 
Irving S. Gilmore, Richard U. Light, and 
Preston “Pete” Parish.

That became some pretty heady com-
pany for Bud, a fellow who was born in 
Topeka, Kan., and lived in Missouri and 
Wisconsin before settling in Ann Arbor 
as a 10-year-old in 1942. His father, in the 
retail business, ended up managing the 
second store in the Jacobson’s chain.

Parks, who played quarterback for 
Ann Arbor High School as a senior 
in 1951, remembers his introduc-

tion to Kalamazoo.
“My coach, Hanke Fonde, who had 

been a student at Western, told me that 
if you go to Kalamazoo, you will never 
come back,” he said.

Parks, who was enrolled at U of M, 
chose to attend what is now Western 
Michigan University for reasons that still 
ring true with today’s youth. He planned 
to return to Ann Arbor and U of M after 
two years but never did.

“I literally grew up on the University 
of Michigan campus,” he said. “I walked 
through it every day. I wanted to get away 
from Ann Arbor. Back in those days, there 
was no I-94, so Kalamazoo seemed like a 
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river. The certificates and checks were 
part of a mail shipment. The documents 
were returned to us all waterlogged and 
we had to replace them. It was an eerie 
feeling.”

Another plane crash hit even closer 
to home for one of Kalamazoo’s lead-
ing families. When Dr. Homer Stryker 
stepped down from the top of his corpo-
ration’s hierarchy in November of 1969,

he passed the baton of the presidency to 
his son, Lee, who was then 39 years old.

In July of 1976, Lee, his wife Nancy, 
and another couple died when the 
plane he was piloting smashed into the 

long, long way from Ann Arbor.
“The mystique turned out to be The 

Upjohn Co., which at that time was a 
private company,” he said.

Parks even tried out for Western’s 
team as a freshman, but he said he quit 
because he didn’t like the coach’s at-
titude. When a new coach arrived from 
his hometown campus, Parks, who was 
majoring in economics and business, 
thought he’d give it another try.

His football career came to a screech-
ing halt in the spring game. “There was 
a short kickoff and a huge pile-up,” he 
recalled. “The fellow at the bottom was 
way over 200 pounds, and he didn’t get 
up. That collision made him a quadriple-
gic. That’s when I asked myself, ‘What am 
I doing out here?’”

Besides, Parks was financially lim-
ited. After his father died, he was basically 
on his own when it came to funding a 
college education. His low-on-cash situa-
tion even required him to return to Ann 
Arbor in the summer where he worked 
construction.

Once back in Kalamazoo, he contin-
ued to earn his way through college in 
a variety of jobs — by working in sales 
for the Kalamazoo Pant Co., cleaning 
concrete trucks at night, digging footings 
with pick and shovel for $1.80 an hour, 
carrying supplies for brick layers, and 
roofing. 

“All of which convinced me that I 
didn’t want to do any of that for the rest of 
my life,” Parks said. “Climbing a ladder 
carrying a 4-by-8-foot gypsum board 
wasn’t too much fun.” Even a paycheck 
earned from a $2-per-hour construction 
job couldn’t sway him.

long the way, Parks decided that 
two could live as cheaply as one. 
He had met the former Phyllis 

Clearwater, a Kalamazoo Central High 
School student, at a Western basketball 
game in the old Oakland gym when he 
was a freshman. They were married in 
1954, in his junior year.

His affiliation with the ROTC pro-

AA

gram at Western brought in $35 a month 
and, with job prospects somewhat dim 
as graduation approached, he had the op-
tion to go on active duty in the Army as a 
second lieutenant. That took him, degree 
in hand, to Fort Lee in Virginia for six 
months after his spring commencement 
in 1955.

So how did the quarterback-turned-
construction worker end up in high 
finance?

“In the hospital before my father 
died,” Parks said, “he asked me to look 
at stock quotations. He had been able 
to accumulate some funds and holdings 
after losing all of his assets in the Great 
Depression. Yet, he left no will, which got 
me involved in estate proceedings and 
probate. All of this keyed my interest in 
the investment business.”

With the Army wanting to trim its 
active-duty ranks in the wake of the Ko-
rean War, Parks was able to put away his 
“second-looey” bars and shift to reserve 
status on which he served for eight years. 
Adding some accounting and investment 
courses to his resume while in the Army, 
he also landed a trainee position with the 
Wall Street firm of H. Hentz Co. in New 
York City. 

Transferred to an office in Florida, 
the couple really didn’t cotton to the 

Phyllis and Bud Parks relax on a
well-deserved vacation.

Further evidence of Dr. Upjohn’s concern for the precarious plight of workers caused him to create the W.E. Upjohn Unemployment Trustee Corporation in 
1932.  The members of the Corporation created the W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research in 1945. Originally housed in the American National Bank 
Building, the Institute moved into large quarters only four years later, and in 1965 moved to the current location on South Westnedge.
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northeast side of Carter Mountain, about 
3,000 feet below its 11,500-foot peak in 
northwest Wyoming. That tragedy put 
the wheels in motion for placing the for-
tunes of the Stryker Corp. in the hands 

of John Brown the following February.
One of Brown’s goals was to follow 

in Upjohn’s footsteps about 20 years 
later — take the company public. He 
had the same motivation — establish the 

company’s true value.
On March 28, 1979, Stryker filed for 

its initial public offering with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, propos-
ing an initial sale of 847,000 shares of 

Sunshine State. His old coach was right. 
Kalamazoo was looking pretty good. 

“Several acquaintances had told me 
that it was not a bad place to live,” he said. 
“Like my coach, they also turned out to 
be right.”

Parks was 23 years old when he 
was assigned to the office in Hollywood, 
Fla. “I was only there a short time, but 
it was pivotal in my future,” he said. “If 
I concluded a $10,000 transaction, my 
commission would be $30. Phyllis and 
I couldn’t live on that. Besides, I didn’t 
know anybody who had $10,000.”

Parks began scouting around for 
a new territory, a new environment in 
which to plant some meaningful roots.

“I didn’t want to go back to Ann 
Arbor because the university dominated 
the community,” he said. “Detroit was 
all automotive. Kalamazoo had both a 
university and a major industry, but nei-
ther wanted to dominate the community. 
There was a nice mixture. 

“The community’s environment ap-
pealed to me,” he said. “There was no in-
tellectual snobbery. It was not dominated 
by higher education. Upjohn dominated 
as a major employer, and that was all. It 
was a diversified industrial community 
with paper being the largest employer at 
the time.”

Parks contacted American National 
Bank about a prospective loan to 
pay off the expenses the couple had 

incurred in the military. “I reasoned that if 
the bank wanted me to pay it off,” he said 
laughing, “it might hire me.”

He was on the money. His approach 
coincided with Homer’s arrival from Chi-
cago to run the bank’s new trust division 
in 1956.

“Art was straight with me,” Parks 
said. “He predicted that I would stay at 
American National for about five years 
and then move on to greener pastures at 
a larger bank. As it turned out, Upjohn 
went public and there was plenty of ac-
tion in the trust department that kept me 
deeply interested in staying around.”

Parks “stayed around” for 33 years, 
succeeding Homer as the head of the 
trust division in 1974. He and Phyllis also 
raised two children in the community, 
David and Bradley, and they currently 
have one grandchild, Jordan. While both 
sons have an orientation toward business, 
neither followed in his banking footsteps.

Parks left the bank at the end of 
1989 with the bank’s acquisition by Old 
Kent. In his wake were the Upjohn and 
Stryker transactions. While he served in a 
supervisory position in the former dealing, 
the Stryker matter in 1979 was basically a 
different breed because it involved the al-
ready established personal trusts of Homer 
Stryker and his son, Lee, that the bank 
administered. It was not the same role as it 

The Kalamazoo Civic Auditorium is one of W.E. Upjohn’s best-known 
legacies. This early 1930s photo shows the auditorium before the 
business office was added.

Donald and Genevieve Gilmore continued the family tradition of 
philanthropy when they contributed to constructing the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts.
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GOT ONE!
Field trip to the butterfly exhibit.

common stock. That represented less 
than 40 percent of the corporation’s out-
standing stock of 2.1 million shares.

Stryker stock went on the market at 
$14. Was it a good move?  In 1978, annu-
al sales crested at $22.7 million. Annual 
sales for Stryker reached $4.9 billion in 
2005, the year that Brown stepped down 
from active executive duty. 

As with members of the Upjohn 
family who invested much of their good 
fortune back into the community, so 
have the Strykers through both indi-
vidual gifts and the establishment of 
foundations. 

Adding to the value of those original 
Upjohn Co. shares were a series of stock 
splits — a pair of 2-to1’s in 1973 and 
again in 1986. There was a 3-to-1 split in 
1987. Those expansions and the divi-
dends that have been paid over the years 
continued to build the financial where-
withal of both individuals and founda-
tions that have fueled this community’s 
philanthropic legacy.

And it can all be traced back to 
December 11, 1958.

was with the Upjohn distribution.
The latter involved the sale of 14 

million shares of stock at $45 each, which 
amounted to about 14 percent of the total. 
In the space of one month, the number 
of shareholders increased exponentially 
from a reported 500 — primarily family 
members — to 30,000.

Parks and the fledgling trust divi-
sion prepped for the Upjohn dealings by 
performing stock transfers, dispersing 
dividends and maintaining stockholder 
records for the corporate likes of the KVP 
Co., Allen Electric, and Shakespeare.

“Our bank has maybe several 
hundred stockholders,” he said. “The 
KVP public offering involved about 
10,000. Nobody expected 30,000 in the 
Upjohn transaction. Maybe 10,000 like 
KVP. Needless to say, we were somewhat 
overwhelmed at the start, bombarded by 
paperwork coming in every day. It was 
far more than anticipated. KVP was some 
great training for us.”

In flashing back to those times, Parks 
said: “When Upjohn went public, every-
thing changed. Nobody had a sense of 
what the results would be and the impact 
it had on the community.”

Both Bud and Phyllis currently spend 
their fair share of time on the golf course, 
and Bud is still involved in community 
financial activities, including the boards 
of the Harold and Grace Upjohn Founda-
tion, the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation, 
the WMU Foundation, Bronson Health-
care Group, and West Michigan Cancer 
Center. Parks also continues to do some 
independent financial advising.

Since his days as a high school quar-
terback when he called the plays on the 
gridiron, Parks has made it his business 
to be in the middle of the huddle, but in-
stead of Ann Arbor, he is leaving his mark 
on Kalamazoo.

Tom Thinnes, who worked 25 years at 
The Kalamazoo Gazette as a reporter and 
editor, joined Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College in 1991 as grants officer and direc-
tor of public information. He has written 
articles for Encore since the magazine’s first 
edition in the fall of 1973.

Stryker Corporation Chairman John Brown, 
with picture of company founder Homer Styker, 
M.D. in the background, presided over that com-
pany’s initial public offering of stock in 1979, 
resulting in another major infusion of wealth 
into the Kalamazoo community. The resulting 
generosity and business development from this 
success story has greatly enhanced what W. E. 
Upjohn began years before.
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While most trees in the pine family are evergreen 
(shedding some leaves each year but retaining most of 
their needles for photosynthesis), the larch (tamarack) 
tree is a deciduous tree that sheds its leaves (needles) 
each autumn. Once known for their tannin-rich 
bark used for tanning leather, larch trees are used 
commercially today in rough construction and as poles, 
piers, railroad ties and wall paneling. The tree is short-
lived (surviving only about 150 years!), grows 40–65 
feet tall, and produces short needles 
that grow in clusters and cute little 
pine cones that when fully developed 
look like tiny roses in bloom. While 
normally found growing in swamps 
and bogs, this tree grows well on 
moist, well-drained sites as well, 
and can be found throughout our 
beautiful state! 

Larch

Answer!

(continued from page 35.)

Nature

Audubon Society of
Kalamazoo
375-7210

South Haven Pier Waterbird Watch — 
View terns, gulls, shorebirds, and oth-
ers. Sat., Sept. 16, 7:15 a.m.
Migrants at Spring Valley Park
— View plumaged warblers, fl ycatchers 
and thrushes heading to their wintering 
areas. Wed., Sept. 20, 6:30 p.m.
Ducks Unlimited and Habit Preserva-
tion — Robb Macleod presenting.
People’s Church, Mon., Sept 25. 7:30 
p.m.
Southbound Migrants at Portage 
Creek Bicentennial Pathway — Look-
ing for warblers, thrushes and others 
feeding on Portage Creek’s insects and 
berries on the way south. Sat., Sept. 30, 
8:00 a.m.

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Mysterious Monarchs — Learn about 
the life cycle and migration mysteries of 
this colorful butterfl y. Sept. 17, 2 p.m.
Possum Prowl — Follow possum 
tracks; learn about babies. Kids 3–5 
w/adult. Sept. 16, 1–2:30 p.m. or Sept. 
19, 9:30–11 a.m.
Harvest Time at the Barn — It’s time 
to harvest the crops and say goodbye to 
the animals! Sept. 24, 2 p.m.
Boomers & Beyond: Life in a Pond 
— Head to the pond with buckets and 
nets! Ages 55+. Bring your lunch! Sept. 
26, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Out on a Limb

(question on p. 10)
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that didn’t use ice, which was becom-
ing increasingly tainted by pollution, 
spawned a method of preservation that 
changed the course of humankind.

Although the first artificial refrigera-
tion systems were designed and demon-
strated as far back as the 1780s, it wasn’t 
until 1895 when Carl von Linde set up 
a process for large scale production of 
liquid oxygen for use in safe household 
refrigeration. Linde Gas is still in exis-
tence today.

By 1900 the meat packing houses of 
Chicago had installed commercial refriger-
ation, and the bigger packers also installed 
them on train cars and storage facilities. 

In 1920 freon was invented, and the 
rest, they say, is history. By the 1950s 
refrigerated trucks were transporting per-
ishable goods along the nation’s highways. 
Refrigerators were in most homes and 
refrigerated display cases were in every 
grocery store. Those in the tropics also 
appreciated the other use of refrigeration 
in the form of air conditioning. 

One more name in modern food 
preservation is Clarence Birdseye. He 
developed and patented a quick-freezing 
process that made ice crystals so small 
that cell walls were not damaged, making 
food look and taste more like fresh than 
any other process invented in history. 

People before us have given us a 
great gift — now we can enjoy such foods 
as fresh raspberries and blueberries from 
farmers in South America in January and 
frozen peaches and vegetables any time of 
the year. 

client, who passed on that story to her 
children — and preserved part of the 
family heritage.

Talk to an estate-planning attorney 
to learn more about trusts. But be sure 
to determine whether that attorney has 
completed the new Estate Planning 
Certificate Program from the Institute 
of Continuing Legal Education and 
the State Bar of Michigan. Out of 700 
attorneys in Kalamazoo County, there 
are only a few who have completed the 
program. 

In addition to completing the 
Certificate Program, Attorney Phil-
lips is President of the Kalamazoo 
County Probate Committee and sits on 
the Boards of the Kalamazoo County 
Consortium, the Vulnerable Adult 
Task Force, and the Safe, Sound and 
Secure Task Force, which are groups 
devoted to the protection of seniors. 
She is also a frequent guest speaker for 
the Alzheimer’s Association in several 
counties.

Poetry anyone? How about 
sharing your verse with       
Kalamazoo-area readers. We 
know you’ll enjoy having oth-
ers read it. Please submit a 
short personal profile as well.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com
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Come on over
and meet your 
new neighbors!

The new Irwin Union Bank is now open

Our location has changed, but our approach to 
personalized banking remains the same.

We’ve moved to our new branch 
at 1717 S. Westnedge Avenue at 
Howard Street, in front of Harding’s 
Market and across from Al Heilman’s.

Guess
WHO

When it comes to knowing the workings of 

state and local government from both the legislative 

and administrative sides, nobody knows it better 

than Don Gilmer.

He knows the fruits of labor because, for more than a decade, 

his labor produced fruit as the co-owner of Hillcrest Orchards near 

Augusta, a third-generation family farm that harvested bumper 

crops of apples in the largest operation of its kind in Kalamazoo 

County.

Gilmer launched his political career from that perspective, 

winning a two-year term on the Kalamazoo County Board of Com-

missioners in 1972.

In 1977 he began a 21-year run in the Michigan House of Rep-

resentatives, including four of them as chair of the powerful House 

Appropriations Commission.

With the onset of term limits, Gilmer was asked by Gov. John 

Engler to move to the administration sector of Michigan govern-

ment and head the Michigan State Lottery as its commissioner. 

His close friendship with the governor led to an appointment 

as the director of the Michigan Department of Budget and 

Management at a time when the state’s revenues were not keeping 

up with expenses.

Gilmer, who has earned academic credits from both Michigan 

State University and Western Michigan University (where he 

was awarded an honorary doctorate of public service), returned

to his roots in 2000 when he was named Kalamazoo County 

Administrator.

Other community-service affiliations have included the 

Innovation Center Board of Directors, the Kalamazoo Regional 

Educational Service Agency Foundation’s governing board, the 

Kalamazoo Rotary Club, the Michigan Farm Bureau, and the Battle 

Creek Urban League.

Answer To

Don Gilmer
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ENHANCE YOUR BRAND IDENTITY

(517) 627-4078 • (800) 992-9653 • www.millbrookprinting.com

If your corporate literature and communications 
aren’t achieving their intended impact, consider Millbrook.

Whether you’re looking for a strategic creative service 
or showcase-quality color printing, you can trust Millbrook’s 

team of talented professionals to deliver your message on target, 
on time and on budget. And, with world-class equipment operated 

you will find no better partner for your printing.

For more information on how we can help enhance 
your brand identity, call Andrew today at (800) 992-9653 

ext. 219 or visit us at www.millbrookprinting.com.

by some of the most talented craftsmen our state has to offer,  




