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In terms of client wealth,  
we’re the league of preservation.
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Financial Security from Generation to Generation

How one creates wealth is the topic of 
books, seminars, motivational speakers, 
and countless other how-to schemes. 
Clearly, there’s no simple answer. But in 
matters of preserving wealth, there is a 
proven formula from Greenleaf Trust. 
One that’s equal parts competence, clear- 
headed thinking and trust. Competence 
in the disciplined manner in which  
we manage billions of  dollars for  

individuals, foundations, corporations 
and endowments. Clearheaded thinking 
from being privately owned and having 
no conflicts of interests in investment 
decisions. And trust, which we continually 
earn from our single-minded focus on 
preserving your wealth and peace of   
mind from generation to generation. 
Now is the time for you to call us and let 
the conversation, and preservation, begin.
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At Bronson, we believe expectations are meant to be exceeded. That’s why we’ve formed 

Bronson Orthopedics & Sports Medicine, a diverse collaboration of highly skilled orthopedic 

physicians— the fi rst of its kind in southwest Michigan. We have more than 20 experts working 

together in virtually every orthopedic and sports medicine subspecialty to treat the whole 

body. Which means you’re getting the highest level of care, right in your own community.

bronsonortho-sportsmed.com

 PROVIDING A WHOLE NEW LEVEL 

OF SPECIALIZED  
ORTHOPEDIC CARE.



ENHANCE YOUR BRAND IDENTITY

(517) 627-4078 • (800) 992-9653 • www.millbrookprinting.com

If your corporate literature and communications  
aren’t achieving their intended impact, consider Millbrook.

Whether you’re looking for a strategic creative service  
or showcase-quality color printing, you can trust Millbrook’s  

team of talented professionals to deliver your message on target, 
on time and on budget. And, with world-class equipment operated 

by some of the most talented craftsmen our state has to offer,  
you will find no better partner for your printing.

For more information on how we can help enhance  
your brand identity, call Andrew today at (800) 992-9653  

ext. 219 or visit us at www.millbrookprinting.com.



Outdoor Waterfront Dining 
On Beautiful Maple Lake

Specializing in Pizza, Pasta 
...Amoré!

Beer, Wine & Cocktails

139 W. Michigan Avenue
 Paw Paw, Michigan
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www.lacantinapawpaw.com

Open Every Day at 5pm
Closed Mondays
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Look and Feel Your Best
We strive to provide a superior care experience by creating
a pleasant personal setting for the finest surgical procedures.

Julie Powell
Skin Care Specialist
Fraxel re:store® Laser Resurfacing
“THERMAGE” Skin Tightening
IPL Treatment of Skin Pigment &
 Hair Removal
Microdermabrasion, Chemical Peels, 

Custom Facials
Image Products, Gabriel Correctives 

Products
LATISSE

575 W. Crosstown Parkway, Kalamazoo
Phone (269) 343-5750

Toff-Free (877) 995-5750
www.myparkwayplasticsurgery.com

Steven M. Nitsch, MD
Comprehensive Plastic Surgical Care
Cosmetic & Reconstructive
 Breast Surgeries
Body Contouring
Cosmetic & Reconstructive
 Facial Improvements
Burn Care & Reconstruction
Skin Cancer Treatments
Scar Revision
Botox & Injectable Fillers

Member
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF

PLASTIC SURGEONS

THE SUN WAS SHINING with a dusting of snow on the ground when 
we arrived in Portage almost 30 years ago.  I remember it was 
the day after Thanksgiving and the weather gods at Storm Team 
8 had blessed us with a pretty winter day, not the dreary gray it 
could have been. We left Denver after selling our house, car, some 
property, packed up our two little urchins, our dog Clancy and left 
the sun and the Colorado mountains. I tell people who ask why we 
moved here, that we did it for the weather. Truth is that we, okay I, 
was in search of adventure, and after a little convincing—all right a 
lot of groveling, pleading, some sobbing—my fabulous wife finally 
saw some value in leaving all of our friends, family and a place we 
loved for a role of the dice at a better life. 

Those of you long-time Kalamazooans, Kalamazooites, well 
whatever we call ourselves, may remember my adventure, Sunset 
Lanes Bowling Center on Shaver Road, now erased by progress 
and replaced by Wal-Mart. Maybe you even boogied to a band in 
the Walnut Room, or gawked at roller-skating waitresses shaking 
their poodle skirts to “Grease Lightning” on top of the bar in our 
’50’s-themed nightclub, Chevys. An adventure it was, considering we 
had no money or business experience, and barely bowled once a year. 
Anyway, that was our introduction to the “Celery/Mall” city. 

So three decades later I find myself pursuing another adventure 
as managing editor of Encore. It’s quiet here in the downtown 
worldwide corporate headquarters of Encore Publishing Group, 
no bowling pins crashing, no “Grease Lightning” blasting from the 
ceiling speakers. Publisher/ Editor Penny Briscoe even refuses to 
wear a poodle skirt, let alone roller skates. But outside, in downtown 
Kazoo, it’s as stimulating as a bowling alley. Kalamazoo is evolving, 
becoming a big city in a small town. I’m meeting business leaders, 
professionals, educators, artists — people who have sought their own 
adventure, maybe rolled a die or two themselves. What’s amazing is 

From the Managing Editor

— Dennis Richards, Managing Editor

that they seem to have a quiet 
optimism about the future, even 
in tough economic times. Many 
are a little tired of the general 
pessimism and fear of economic 
chaos, and have chosen to 
work a little harder — or just 
decided not to participate in this 
recession.

How many cities can boast 
of hosting the U.S. President, 
having an American Idol favorite, 
an Air Zoo, Doo-Dah Parade and 
a downtown marathon? I had this 
same discussion with Dement and 
Marquardt’s Michele Marquardt as 
I was admiring the view from her 
downtown office. She said that when they moved in a little over 10 years ago, 
there were only promises of a festival area, a stream through downtown, new 
restaurant sites, plazas. And now the downtown is beautiful.

As for me, you’d think after 30 years I would have experienced just 
about all there was to experience in this city. But we all seem to travel in 
our own little circles, doing the things we’re comfortable doing with the 
usual crowd. I’m finding there’s culture, entertainment, food, shopping 
and businesses I’ve never experienced before. So I say to you what I’m 
telling myself: Let’s get out and do something we haven’t done before. 
Spend a little time and a little money, and the dice rollers of this city will 
more than pay you back. Rediscover Kalamazoo. And it might be even 
better when wearing roller skates and a poodle skirt.

5



Looking for a new view?

Jim Gilmore Enterprises
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It’s a game of

seek and find for
GARY HAHN.

14
RUSS SCHIPPER and 

ILSE GEBHARD lend a hand 
to “the flying things.”
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brings to life a 1914
perspective on
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Grandmother Florence 
Inch inspired
MARTY KAKUK
(center) to search into
the past.
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Good food matters, and 

PAUL STERMER thinks 
that’s no small potatoes.
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I
N 1825, a surveyor 
used a simple compass 
and a 66-foot-long 

chain to determine a 
precise location, called 
a section corner, in 
what is now Comstock 
Township.

That done, he and 
his team whittled a cedar 
stake and pounded it into 
the ground to, in sur-
veyor terms, “monument” 
the corner, noting in a 
field book where he was 
in the thick, mosquito-
infested woods: East 1/4 
Post, Section 30.

He’s a
Marker

Man!

We have Thomas Jefferson
to thank for our property-line 

system but people like Gary Hahn 
for keeping them straight.

By Bill Krasean

(Left) County Surveyor Gary Hahn 
replaces a section corner stone put 
in place before 1878 at 48th Street 
and UV Avenue in eastern Kalamazoo 
County. The stone, marked with 
a hole, was likely put in place by 
Randolph Nutting. 

(Above) Kalamazoo County surveyor 
Francis Hodgman remonumented 
eight of the 16 townships in the 
county from 1883 through 1889.Ph
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That stake is long gone, eaten 
away by the nibbles of time. Yet 
not long ago, some 185 years 
after that first visit, Kalamazoo 
County Surveyor Gary Hahn was 
back at the same spot as part of a 
long-term state effort to remonu-
ment the corner in order to more 
precisely map the county and 
lessen potential property bound-
ary disputes.

Instead of thick woods and hungry 
mosquitoes, however, Hahn and his team 
were in the middle of ML Avenue three 
feet west of the centerline of 26th Street. 
And instead of using a primitive staff 
compass and chain as a guide, he used a 
GPS locator that tapped into information 
from a satellite.

Hahn, employed by Wightman & 
Associates Inc. in Portage, was not the 
first to revisit and survey the site since 
1825. In 1872 Deputy County Surveyor 
Samuel Hodgman replaced the stake 

with a granite boulder, drilling a hole 
in it to make the boulder stand out. 
Thirteen years later, his brother, County 
Surveyor Francis Hodgman, found the 
stone and left a clay tile to help mark the 
location.

It would be the last time until now 
that the location was included as part of 
a remonumentation effort.

Over the years, others dropped 
by the spot as part of a routine survey: 
in 1921, Kalamazoo County Highway 
Department employees; in 1930, crews 
from what had become the Kalamazoo 
County Road Commission; in 1958 and 
again in 1969 by Consumers Power Co. 
surveyors; and in 1973 by a crew from 
the firm IWM.

Hahn writes in his notes that on his 

visit he removed “rebar and a 
monument box and excavated 
a 2-foot by 2-foot hole through 
asphalt and gravel. Found a clay 
tile at a depth of 3 feet below 
the road surface directly below 
the rebar.

“Tile had one large stone 
sitting alongside it.”

There is nothing particularly unique 
about this Kalamazoo County intersec-
tion.

Hahn said there are more than 3,000  
similar section corners in the county, all 
the direct descendants along with mil-
lions of others across the nation, of what 
was the brainchild of Thomas Jefferson.

After the Revolutionary War, the 
federal government needed money to pay 
off war debts, Hahn said. At the same 
time, the government had promised vet-
erans land as a payment for their service. 
It was a commitment easily kept. The 
government held the rights to vast areas 
of uncharted and mostly uninhabited 
land west of the 13 colonies that could 
be granted or sold.

The key word here is “uncharted.”
“There were two problems that had 

to be solved,” Hahn said. “The first was 

These photos show an earthen 
post set by Francis Hodgman 
during his work in remonumenting 
in the 1880s.

These photos (above) show 
the Kalamazoo County 
remonumenting program’s 
standard marker. They are 
designed to break if struck 
with force so that the bottom 
section of the monument 
remains vertical, thus 
preserving the location of the 
section corner.

9



Can you figure out
what year this photo
of Kalamazoo’s busy
Michigan Avenue was taken?

(Answer on page 45)

Can you figure out

Hahn

hire a deputy surveyor who would in turn 
hire chainmen, axemen, hunters and 
cooks. Using a staff compass and what 
was called the Gunter’s Chain, the team 
would survey and place the monuments 
to locate the township perimeter lines.

“The surveyor would sight down the 
line using his staff compass and the axe-
man would clear brush and trees from 
the line,” he said. “A blaze mark would 
be cut into the bark of nearby trees to 
help mark the line being surveyed. The 
chainmen would stretch out a Gunter’s 
Chain down the line and the lead chair-
man would mark the location of the end 
of the chain.”

Forty “chains” equaled one-half 
mile. Each half-mile interval called for 
a section corner, and that’s where they 
would hammer in those cedar stakes.

Today, the legal descriptions of 
almost all parcels of land are referenced 
to these section corners, Hahn said. And 
the grid lines are the basis for nearly 
all of the roads in Kalamazoo County. 
Instead of cedar stakes, though, section

(continued on page 12)

how to mark the land so that settlers 
would know what they were getting and 
where it was. The second was how to 
determine the value to set a sale price. 
Was the land marshy or wooded or well-
suited for agriculture?”

In 1784, Jefferson proposed to 
Congress a rectangular survey system, 
and the next year members passed the 
Land Ordinance of 1785. Hahn said the 
plan, later called the Public Land Survey 
System, called for townships defined by 
36 one-mile-square sections, six-miles 
by six-miles on their side. Township 
boundaries would run north/south and 
east/west.

S
urveying began in Michigan in 1815. 
Under the plan, surveyors started 
in Defiance, Ohio, and headed due 

north, all the way to Sault Ste. Marie. 
That north/south line that runs through 
Jackson and Cheboygan was desig-
nated the Michigan meridian. It was the 

boundary line from which all township 
lines were determined.

Once the meridian was established, 
Hahn said, east to west baselines were 
established. “The north line of Kalama-
zoo County is on the baseline, and por-
tions of the roadway that now run along 
that line are called Baseline Road,” he 
said. Three correction lines were run east 
and west from the meridian at locations 
between the baseline and the Straits in 
order to account for the divergence of the 
lines of longitude, he said.

Longitude lines, which run from 
the equator to the poles, get closer 
together as they approach the poles, 
where they merge.

“All of the townships in the state are 
set by their north or south relationship 
to the baseline and by their east or west 
relationship to the meridian,” he said. 
Portage, for example, is designated Town-
ship 3 South (the third township south of 
the baseline) and Range 11 West (the 11th 
township west of the meridian).

Hahn said the early surveying work 
was no easy task. The government would 

Using a compass, Hahn measures the angle of the witness tree from due east of the monument stone.
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G
ARY HAHN was sitting in his 
homeroom at St. Joseph High 
School a few days before graduating 

in 1981, pondering his future.
“I didn’t know what to do with my-

self,” said Hahn, a 48-year-old surveyor 
for Wightman & Associates.

“Someone told me that a company 
was looking for someone to hire so I 
applied.”

Thirty years later he’s still working 
for that company, Wightman & Associ-
ates, and has added the title of Kalama-
zoo County Surveyor to his credentials.

“I knew a little about surveying 
when I applied for the job,” he said. “My 
dad had done some surveying when he 
was in college.”

Hahn loved being outside as he 
worked his way up to crew chief. Work-

ing summers at Wightman, he earned 
a degree in surveying from Ferris State 
University where he met his future wife, 
Julie. She is a middle-school science 
teacher in Parchment.

With the degree, however, came 
an inside job. “I would schedule survey 
crews, write proposals, and calculate 
and draft surveys,” he said. “I worked 
in the St. Joseph office, under a licensed 
surveyor, for a few years before I got my 
license.

“Wightman opened an office in 
Portage and I moved here in 1993.”

At that time the Portage office was 
called Wightman Ward. In 2010, the 
employee-owned companies, which had 
overlapping ownership, were consolidated.

In the early 2000s, a lot of the com-
pany time was devoted to surveys for 

housing plats. “We were working on as 
many as 20 plats a year,” he said. When 
the housing bubble burst in the mid-
2000s that business dried up.

“But it’s been good. We’ve had to 
reinvent ourselves. One of the reasons that 
we consolidated was to minimize overhead 
costs. Now we are doing more municipal 
engineering and architectural work.”

While he hasn’t had much work 
outside, he recalls with fondness the 
summer of 1988 that he spent working 
in Alaska, surveying property for Native 
Alaskans who qualifed for state land 
through government programs.

“It was beautiful there, but the 
mosquitoes were really thick,” he said. 
“At times I could open and close my field 
book a few times and the pages would be 
covered with dead mosquitoes.” 

Corner Stone Career
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SUBSCRIBE NOW & SAVE 30%
Call (269) 349-7759
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2011-2012
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Nov 18

Murney & Block
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Feb 3

Spectrum 
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Apr 14

269.375.1000     5850 Stadium Drive

#74832
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PRIUS II HYBRID
NEW 2011 TOYOTA

TRACTION/STABILITY CONTROL
PROVEN HYBRID TECHNOLOGY
5-STAR SAFETY RATING
8 YR/100,000 MILE WARRANTY ON HYBRID SYSTEM/BATTERIES
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TEST-DRIVE ONE TODAY!
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$24,920*$24,920*NOW
ONLY

mpg/city

corners are marked with metal posts and 
kept inside a “monument box.”

“The next time you are at the intersec-
tion of two county roads, look near the 
middle of the intersection and you will 
probably see a small manhole about 10 
inches in diameter,” Hahn said. “This is a 
monument box, and inside will be a monu-
ment that is marking the section corner.”

Kalamazoo County’s townships 
were surveyed between 1825 and 1830. 
Fifty years later County Surveyor Francis 
Hodgman, over a six-year period, resur-
veyed eight of the 16 townships, setting 
clay cylinders in place to mark section 
corners.

“After that time there had been no 
coordinated effort to perpetuate and 
preserve the original section corner 
positions,” Hahn said. “Over time, many 
were lost as a result of fence installa-
tions, roads and sewers, and the result-
ing confusion about the exact locations 
has increased the cost of subsequent sur-
veys. Land owners complained that they 
should not have to pay the entire cost to 
re-establish a missing section corner that 
other land owners would benefit from in 
future surveys.”

In 1990, in response to these con-
cerns, the Michigan Legislature passed 
the State Survey and Remonumentation 
Act that required each of the 83 counties 
to develop a program to precisely locate, 

Hahn
(continued from page 10)

Surveyor Gary Hahn uses a tape measure to 
calculate the exact location of stone using a 
“witness tree.” If the monument is ever lost, the 
witness tree is used to help re-determine the 
section corner.
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2 011. 2 012  S E A S O N
Respect tradition. Promote innovation.

Brentano String Quartet
 Saturday, September 24, 2011 · 8 PM
 Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU

SFJAZZ Collective
 Friday, October 21, 2011 · 8 PM
 Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU

Sounds from the North Sea
 Friday, October 28, 2011 · 7:30 PM
 Wellspring Theater, Epic Center

Liszt Bicentennial
 Friday, November 11, 2011 · 8 PM
 Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU

White Nights 
 Friday, December 9, 2011 · 7:30 PM
 Wellspring Theater, Epic Center

The Bad Plus
 Saturday, January 28, 2012 · 8 PM
 Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU

Hagen Quartet
 Friday, February 24, 2012 · 8 PM
 Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU

Dance Forms
 Friday, March 16, 2012 · 7:30 PM
 Wellspring Theater, Epic Center

Alarm Will Sound
 Saturday, March 31, 2012 · 8 PM
 Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU

Gretchen Parlato
 Saturday, April 14, 2012 · 7:30 + 9:30 PM
 Wellspring Theater, Epic Center

Jeffrey Kahane, piano
with members of the CMS Winds
IN COLLABORATION WITH THE GILMORE KEYBOARD FESTIVAL
 Wednesday, May 2, 2012 · 8 PM
 Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
FONTANACHAMBERARTS.ORG

remonument, record and preserve sec-
tion corners.

The goal, he said, was to lower the 
cost of land surveys, reduce the number 
of boundary-line disputes and provide an 
accurate location of section corners that 
are the basis for the county’s Internet on-
line mapping system.

As county surveyor, Hahn is chair-
man of a peer group of surveyors who 
ratify section-corner positions through 
the program. Just more than half the 
section corners in the county have been 
ratified. None of the surveyors works for 
the same surveying firm, he said, and two 
are retirees from their earlier positions.

“The surveyors research the history 
of each corner and then go to the corner 
and establish the exact location,” he said. 
“We’re part archaeologist, part detective, 
and part historian.”

Members work closely with Lotta 
Jarnefelt, director of the Kalamazoo 
County Department of Planning and 
Community Development, who sched-
ules regular meetings, administers the 
grant funds, and maintains the database. 
When the group meets, they review the 
corner evidence and history and either 
ratify the corner or ask for more infor-
mation, Hahn said.

The program’s $81,000 2011 budget 
comes from a portion of fees paid to the 
Register of Deeds that are distributed by 
the state to the counties.

“We will be ratifying about 40 cor-
ners with state grant money this year,” 

Hahn said. “We will also 
ratify nine Michigan 
Department of Trans-
portation project section 
corners and five Kalama-
zoo County Road Com-
mission section corners 
that will be paid by road 
project funds.

“I devote about 5 
percent to 10 percent of 
my time to the project,” 
said Hahn, who relishes 
the time outside. 
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WHEN RUSS SCHIPPER hauls his big, stuffed, 
great horned owl, tiny stuffed hummingbird, 
and his six other stuffed birds into a class-

room full of curious elementary school kids, he has 
one main message:

Birds are important.
Sure, he talks facts about birds—how big, how 

small, what they eat. But his goal when he leaves the 
classroom is for the kids to have an appreciation for 
birds. Once they have that appreciation, he figures, 
the other important stuff will follow.

“Kids learn best when they are interested in the 
topic,” said Schipper, a retired, self-employed con-
tractor and active member of the Audubon Society 
of Kalamazoo. “My talks usually range from 20 min-
utes to an hour depending on the age of the kids. But 
most of my time is devoted to answering questions. That’s 
what I encourage.”

Russ, who has talked to nearly 500 classes over the 
last 10 years, has strong opinions about education, noting 
with displeasure that schools have become too fixated on 
“teaching for the test” to meet state and federal guidelines.

What’s missing, he said, is the need to feed their 
curiosity.

Most often he is invited to talk to kids in elementary 
classrooms in the Mattawan Consolidated School District, 
Portage Public Schools and the Plainwell Community 
School District. 

He enjoys the younger kids, not only because the cur-
riculum is less rigidly designed than in the higher grades 
but also because the kids still have that natural curiosity.

“I do talk about birds and play some bird songs, but 
I don’t tell them what to think,” he said. “I want to know 
what they want to know. That’s why I devote so much 
time to having them ask questions.

“I still get questions that I haven’t been asked 
before. I’ve even been stumped by some questions. I like 
the kids for that.”

And while Russ enjoys the opportunity to educate and 
inspire curiosity, he also does it for his own enjoyment.

“Occasionally, one of the students will ask if I like my 
job,” he said. “I tell them that I don’t get paid, but that I do 
this for fun — and since I like kids and birds, I can’t have 
more fun than this.”

Russ said that he knows a lot about Michigan’s birds and 
a little about birds in other countries. But with some 9,800 
species of birds in the world, “that’s a lot of birds,” he said.

Russ has permits for his stuffed birds, and those provide 
legal authorization to circumvent the 1917 Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act that forbids the sale or purchase of stuffed birds. 

He found some of his birds by the side of the road and 
other birds he acquired from the Kalamazoo Nature Center 
and the Kellogg Bird Sanctuary.

“When you talk to kids, you need more than pictures,” 
he said. “I use the stuffed birds as a ‘wow’ factor. The great 
horned owl is two feet tall and some of the second graders 
aren’t much taller. That impresses them. The stuffed birds 
really get their attention.

“I spend a lot of time talking about owls and humming-
birds. Other birds, too, but not as much.”

Often he takes along a tape measure to show the kids
(continued on page 16)

ONE MESSAGE —
Birds Are

Important
By Bill Krasean

(Above) Russ Schipper 
captures the attention 
of Jennifer French’s 
elementary class in 
Mattawan.

(Left) Owl pellets 
serve an instructional 
purpose for Russ 
Schipper. Through 
them, these third 
graders in Laura 
Crocker’s class
at Angling Road 
Elementary in Portage 
will discover what 
owls eat.
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“When you talk to kids, you need more than pictures.”
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ILSE GEBHARD loves her 
critters. Little critters. Some 
of them so small that she uses 

a microscope to watch them 
change from egg to larva to adult.

There’s a love of things natural in her efforts, 
but it’s the scientist in her that serves as principal 
motivation. By vocation she was a medicinal re-
search chemist at The Upjohn Co., retiring in 1995.

By avocation, she has a strong curiosity about 
things natural.

“I was always interested in nature, but with 
work and other activities I didn’t have time to get 
serious,” said Ilse, sitting in a comfortable chair at 
her rural Alamo Township home.

“My interest does come from my science 

background. I never had biology in school, but I 
did have a lot of science. I am mostly interested in 
observing the life stages of critters.”

In summer, the home is filled with numerous 
small, plastic containers temporarily occupied 
by all sorts of critters, most of them butterflies 
and moths in various stages of development. Two 
times a day she opens the small containers and 
drops in leaves from various bushes and flowers 
that are tailored to the taste of each specimen.

Her prime interest, though, is monarch
 (continued on page 18)

Concerned for the 
future of these 

delicate creatures, 
Ilse Gebhard has 

taken action.

BY BILL KRASEAN

She Has a Heart
for Butterflies

Ilse Gebhard sits at her back steps with a jar housing a 
monarch caterpillar. The monarchs’ main food source, 
the milkweed, is prominent in the plantings. According 
to Ilse, the monarchs follow the milkweed north from 
Mexico each season, and this year was a bad year for 
monarchs because of drought in the south and early 
cool temperatures further north that delayed growth of 
the milkweed. Raising monarchs as she does gives them 
an 85 percent survival rate, compared to a 10 percent 
survival rate outside, largely due to insect predation. 
Ilse has been known even to take some of her critters on 
vacations to care for them.
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meeting in the late 1970s but said he 
thought the organization was a little too 
cliquish then for his taste. He didn’t go 
back until he and Ilse joined in 1985.

“It’s a very different organization 
now,” he said.

When he became president, he 
and Ilse began a concerted effort to say 
“hello” to people who came to meetings 
for the first time. It is now a common 
practice of all board members.

Russ has always been one to do 
things for a purpose, and his interest 
in birds has been no exception. In the 
1980s he began working with the Kalam-
azoo Nature Center’s first Breeding Bird 
Atlas of Michigan.

“I started in July 1987 and realized I 
had to know bird songs for fast identifi-
cation,” he said. “I listened to bird song 
tapes a lot and it was right up my alley: 
It was a project with a purpose and I had 
to collect data. That winter I worked on 

the 11-and-a-half-foot wingspan of the 
wandering albatross, the largest wing-
span of any bird.

He also brings in plenty of owl pel-
lets, the regurgitated, indigestible items 
of an owl’s diet, which the kids dissect so 
they can see what owls eat. “There may 
be 50 kids all dissecting owl pellets, and 
I just roam around answering questions 
and helping out.” 

Teachers usually let him handle that 
task alone.

“One time the kids found a portion 
of bone that I could not identify,” he said. 
“I called Richard Brewer and he didn’t 
know what it was, either.”

Brewer is a fellow Audubon member 
and professor emeritus of Biological Sci-
ences at Western Michigan University.

Russ prowled the Internet and 
Richard went to his extensive library and 
both discovered that the tiny bone was a 
partial skull of a kangaroo rat, a species 

common to the Southwestern United 
States that has an oddly shaped skull.

“In that case Richard Brewer and 
Russ Schipper learned something from 
fourth graders,” he said.

A 
native of Kalamazoo, Russ met his 
wife, Ilse Gebhard, at a Sierra Club 
meeting in 1984 and they now live 

on property that includes both beauti-
fully wooded areas, a pond, and prairie 
in Alamo Township. Both are members 
of the local Audubon Society and both 
are active in natural history. 

Early in the relationship, the two 
would hike together, and Ilse would 
bring along her binoculars. But her inter-
est at that time was primarily plants, 
and it was Russ, fascinated by birds, who 
would often “borrow” Ilse’s binoculars to 
look at those birds.

Motivated by that interest in birds, 
Russ first attended an Audubon Society 

Schipper
(continued from page 14)

Russ uses these stuffed specimens to help teach local children about birds. The birds were, for the most part, traffic fatalities, and funding to prepare them for display 
came from the Audubon Society of Kalamazoo.
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bird songs a lot.
“Gail McPeek was the coordinator 

then and she was great. She would tell 
me what she needed and what I should 
do. I didn’t care where I went and only 
wanted to do what was her greatest need. 
She understood how to handle me.”

plant study to his avocation, although he 
admits that birds are still his strong suit.

“The most fun I have birding is stum-
bling onto a bird I haven’t seen before or 
that is rare,” he said. “A lot of birders only 
want to add new birds to their life list of 
species they have seen and they go places 
just for that species. That’s not what I am 
interested in.

“It’s really neat just to stumble 
across something and try and figure out 

what it is. The more you 
are out, the more you 
learn.” With field guide in hand and binoculars at 

the ready, Russ Schipper, who is leading a 
Kalamazoo Audubon Society bird-watching field 
trip, points out a species on the trail at Asylum 
Lake Preserve.
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That first winter he was asked to 
investigate owls.

“That was easy,” he said. “I would get 
up at 3 a.m. and go looking in Kalama-
zoo, Van Buren and Allegan counties and 
listen for owls.” Once in the woods he 
would play owl calls and listen for replies, 
a tactic he does not normally condone.

“You shouldn’t use calls just to see the 
birds, especially in breeding season be-
cause it upsets the breeding behavior,” he 
said. “When birds respond to taped 
calls, it takes energy away 
from nesting and feeding. To 
me, using calls just to see birds 
is unethical. You should do it 
just for research.”

Russ said he has added 
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The Atlas of Breeding Birds of Michigan
was a statewide project conducted through
the Kalamazoo Nature Center in the 1980s.
It was the state’s first breeding bird atlas,
and Russ Schipper logged many hours as a
field volunteer during the project’s last year.
A second edition is currently in progress.
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hatch four to five days later, the tiny yel-
low- black- and white-banded caterpillars 
feast on the milkweed, growing some 
2,700 times their original size while molt-
ing five times in about two weeks.

Milkweed is not only the sole source 
of food for the monarch, but its milky 
juices contain compounds that are poi-
sonous to many animals that might try 
to feed on the adult butterfly.

The goal of the monitoring project 
is to better understand how and why 
monarch populations vary from year to 
year and place to place.

“I set up a study plot, and once a 
week during the monarch season I look 
at all the milkweed,” Ilse said. “I write 
down what I find — eggs, chrysalis, 
caterpillar. Then I enter the data at the 
University of Minnesota MLMP Web site.

“Monarch populations do vary 
from one season to the next. Two years 

butterflies, those brilliant orange and 
black beauties that are common in 
southwest Michigan from late spring 
through early fall.

She has, in fact, become so 
knowledgeable about the monarch 
that she gives a number of talks 
to adult groups and some class-
rooms — about monarchs as well 
as other butterflies and moths. She 
also participates in national research 
projects.

It all started in the late 1990s 
when she and husband Russ Schipper 
were clearing invasive plant species 
from their property and she found a 
monarch chrysalis.

“I brought it inside and watched 
it, and when the butterfly emerged, I 
went, ‘Wow!’ ”

She still delights when yet an-
other of her monarchs emerges from 
the chrysalis. Each time, a few short 
hours later, she releases the delicate 
critter into the world outside the 
home.

Still, her delight remains coupled 
with her scientific background.

“I am interested in citizen sci-
ence,” she said, “especially the Mon-
arch Larva Monitoring Project (MLMP). 
When I started collecting and observing 
monarchs, as part of my science back-
ground, I took notes and even developed 
a spreadsheet. Later, I found the Mon-
arch Larva Monitoring Project on the 
Internet and began to participate.”

The MLMP is a citizen science 

project developed by the University of 
Minnesota that coordinates the efforts of 
volunteers like Ilse from all around the 
United States and Canada. Volunteers 
collect long-term data on larval monarch 
populations and milkweed habitat.

Female monarchs lay their eggs on 
milkweed plants, and when the eggs 

Gebhard
(continued from page 15)

(Top) The various stages of caterpillar development are from (top left) an egg, to a tiny caterpillar, and 
finally to a stage just about ready to form a chrysalis that will eventually metamorphose into a butterfly.
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ago, for example, was a bad summer for 
monarchs. It was a cool summer. When I 
looked at the MLMP data, you could see 
that the Upper Midwest saw a decline in 
monarch eggs. That winter was an all-
time low for monarchs in Mexico, where 
they over-winter.”

Ilse said there are two main monarch 
populations: The east and the west. 
Monarchs from Michigan and through-

out the region east of the Rockies mi-
grate to Mexico each fall, beginning the 
long trip around Labor Day. West of the 
Rockies, the monarchs winter along the 
California coast.

Both the male and female monarchs, 
when they migrate to Mexico in the 
fall, are in a state called sexual diapause 
where they have not yet developed 
sexually. Each spring diapause ends and 
they migrate north to Texas and other 

southern states 
where they lay 
eggs on milkweed. 
The adults soon 
die, and when the 
next generation of 
monarchs emerges 
to become adults, 
they start the long 
journey north.

“We first start 
to see the butter-
flies in May,” she 
said. “They lay eggs 
all along the way 
and lay eggs here 
once they arrive. It 
takes about 30 days 
for the life cycle 

from egg to caterpillar to chrysalis to 
adult. The adults live four to six weeks, 
except for those that emerge in late sum-
mer. The late summer adults are the ones 
that migrate to Mexico in the fall.

“The monarch metamorphosis from 
egg to adult is temperature dependent. In 
warmer weather it’s faster, and in warm 

summers there may be three generations.”
In cooler times, there may be but 

two generations.
While monarchs are not a threat-

ened species, Ilse said the amazing 
monarch migration phenomena is being 
jeopardized in wintering sanctuaries 
by the loss of land to illegal logging for 
homes and farms.

Additionally, modern U.S. farming 
practices and housing and retail business 
development are destroying open land 
and milkweed plants, so vital to mon-
archs as food and a place to lay eggs.

Some scientists worry that chemi-
cals used to kill mosquitoes, gypsy 
moths and other pests are also killing 
monarch caterpillars and adults.

Ilse and Russ have created a number 
of gardens on their property, all designed 
to provide ideal habitat for a variety of 
insects. During the summer, Ilse spends 
hours checking leaves for eggs and cat-
erpillars. Some she recognizes. Some she 
doesn’t. Those she can’t identify become 
a mystery that unfolds over time: What’s 
inside that tiny egg, many of them as 

(Top) A monarch caterpillar feeds on milkweed.
(Bottom) A monarch butterfly on an aster flower.

A migration chart of the monarch butterfly.
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       he Blue Room . . .
just one of the beautifully 
decorated dining rooms.

Private dining . . .
one of the many benefits of 

Park Club membership.

WW here Business Meets Pleasure . . .

“I joined the board in 1989, and I 
did the newsletter for a number of years,” 
she said. “Currently, I’m the member-
ship/treasurer and have had the position 
since 1995.”

The local Audubon Society has about 
320 members, she said, with monthly 
meetings in fall, winter and spring draw-
ing 60 to 80 members. They don’t meet 
in the summer.

The land immediately surrounding 
Ilse and Russ’s home includes woods, 
open land and a pond — plenty of places 
to explore and look for her critters.

Adjacent to their homestead is the 
115-acre Sand Creek Preserve, which 
they donated to the Southwest Michigan 
Land Conservancy to be preserved as 
habitat for wildlife. 

small as a thistle seed? Or what will that 
miniscule caterpillar become?

“I’m not so much interested in going 
outside and identifying critters,” she 
said. “But I am really interested in find-
ing various life stages of butterflies and 
other insects and bringing them inside 
and following the different life stages. 
Over the years I have found and watched 
develop what easily is 100 different spe-
cies of butterflies and moths.

“I do take photos, and when I need 
help with identification, I post them on a 
Web site designed for that.”

During the summer, Ilse stays close 
to home, tending to the feeding of her 
brood that she keeps inside and remov-
ing frass, better known as insect poop.

When Ilse first retired from Upjohn, 
she became intrigued by the study of 
plants, while Russ started observing and 
identifying birds.

“He got tired of me always looking 
down when we walked, so I started look-
ing at birds, too,” she said.

That led both to join the Audubon 
Society of Kalamazoo in the late 1980s, 
and they have remained members since.

Gebhard
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Ilse is interested in many species of 
insects and butterflies, such as this 
spicebush swallowtail (caterpillar 
and butterfly shown in pictures), 
or swamp milkweed leaf beetles, 
which she says are uncommon and 
therefore she wants to assist with 
their survival in her yard.
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For 20 years Ilse Gebhard has monitored bluebird 
boxes on their property, on the Kal-haven Trail 
near their property, and in fields owned by 
others within a mile, checking them weekly 
and recording important data used for study. 
Currently she monitors 16 boxes, and husband 
Russ Schipper assists, especially with putting 
up new boxes and repairing old ones. A main 
detriment to bluebirds is the invasive house 
(English) sparrow brought to the United States 
in the mid 1800s and now largely responsible for 
native songbird declines, especially those that 
are cavity dwellers like the bluebird.
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If someone were to ask you to describe the essence of the spirit 
of Kalamazoo, how would you respond? Following is the answer 
from Kalamazoo’s own Con Hilberry, well-known poet and 
Kalamazoo College professor emeritus. 

COMING SOUTH FROM KALAMAZOO on Oakland Drive, stop at 
the light, turn west on Winchell Avenue. Just beyond the High-
pointe sign on the left, park the car. Then duck through the 
bike-stopper, climb the bare stone steps, and you’re here — the 
path to Asylum Lake. As you’re walking, keep an eye out to the 
right, the downward slope to a small lake with a carpet of pond 
scum. That’s my lake. In a June evening, a chorus of frogs, with 

mating in mind. If you’re drawn to it, you can take the sloping 
side-path angling around the south end of the lake and then 
curve north for a close, reedy look at the curious trails that 
frogs or turtles leave in the scum. 

Now duck some tree limbs and follow the path south to 
Asylum Lake itself. It’s waiting, sun in the west just 30 degrees 
above the waveless water. Walk west along the north shore on 
a trail with shagbark branches, each handing you a seven-leaf 
cluster. Up ahead, a patch of sand slides to the Lake, and two 
boys and a girl shovel it into their buckets. One of the boys 
tosses a serious stone into the water, creating the waves that 
were lacking. But these are circular waves, stretching out and 
easing away.

There’s still more path heading west along the north shore. 
You’ll think you can walk all the way to the end, then maybe 

up along Drake Road and back on the dog-walkers’ 
route. But no. On the way to the west, a huge dead 
oak has fallen into the lake, six-foot roots blocking 

the path. No good way around. Well, that’s far enough. 
Now, let’s go south along the east end of the Lake. A choice. 

You can take the civilized path through the woods, maybe 
twenty yards up from the shore, or you can duck your way 
through the branches and reeds right by the water. Soggy grass 
down here. Your sandals? They’ll dry out. 

You come to the open slope and the beach where dogs like 
to paddle out, cooling themselves and drowning some of the 
bugs in their fur. Take a dip here if you want. Say hello to the 
dog-walkers. Then back up to the main path.

More choices. If you like to go where nobody goes, turn
(continued on page 44)

Asylum Lake
By Con Hilberry

Spirit of
Kalamazoo

Con Hilberry at 
Asylum Lake.
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AS EIGHT YOUNG PEOPLE from the Boys and Girls Club recently 
discovered, paper pulp and poetry have a lot in common: They 
both involve creativity, and they both can get a little messy.

The students, ages 8 to 13, participated in a summer 
workshop at the Kalamazoo Book Arts Center (KBAC) located 
in the Park Trades Center. There they wrote poetry, created 
relief prints to complement the poems, made the paper, con-
structed the book, and sewed the binding. They even chose 
the name for the book, “Create,” and for themselves, Park 
Trades Poets. The workshop, sponsored by a grant from the 
Fetzer Institute, is in its third year and is part of the KBAC 
mission of education, said Jeff Abshear, KBAC director.

Jonathan Wilson, 12, a student at Milwood Magnet 
School, already loves writing and art, so the opportunity to 
participate in the workshop was for him a perfect fit. “Making 
the paper was quite wonderful. I really liked working with the 
fiber and putting it all together,” he said. “I also like express-
ing myself through writing. My favorite poem was ‘My Magic 
Box’ because you could take anything that came to your mind 
and put it in the box.”

Jonathan’s magic box included: gerbils, a “troll with a 
bridge to cross,” and a “mini dinosaur running on a wheel.”

Bianca Wilson, 13, of Big Rapids, who was visiting her 
grandmother and cousins in Kalamazoo this summer, agreed that 
the magic box was special. “You could put many different things 
into your box, like secret interests and things that were important 
to you.” Bianca put all of her favorite people into the box, “a God 
to keep me positive” and “a choir for a wealthy spirit.”

Creating the book itself, a sort of box for the poems, was a 
real adventure for the students.

 “I like messing in a little pulp,” Bianca said enthusiasti-
cally. “Making paper was so awesome. You had to get all wet 
and stuff.”

Jeff, along with KBAC studio coordinator Katie Platte, 

facilitated the book-making aspect, and local poet and teacher 
Rose Willey led the students in writing the poetry, assisted by 
Alison Nuismer from the Boys and Girls Club. “The workshop 
was awesome, a very positive experience for all of the kids,” 
said Alison. “On the ride home they were so excited and 
would say to each other: ‘Did you see what we made today?’ ”

(continued on page 37)

Park Trades Poets
By Theresa Coty O’Neil
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Creative Kids

Dondrell O’Day, 10, a student at Washington Writers’ Academy, enjoys 
the process of paper and book making.

23





See page 46 to learn 
more about this photo 
and the photographer.



Performing Arts
Plays

“Free Jujube Brown” — This one-man, 
multi-character Hip-Hop theater piece will 
be performed by guest artist Psalmayene 
24 to kick off the K-College Theater and 
Social Justice-themed season. Sept. 17, 8 
p.m. Balch Playhouse, K-College. 337-7333.
“References to Salvador Dali Make Me 
Hot” — This dark drama tells the story of a 
military wife estranged from her husband. 
Sept. 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, Oct. 1, 8 p.m., Oct. 
2, 2 p.m. York Arena Theatre, WMU. 
387-6222.
“King Lear” — Considered by many to 
be the greatest of Shakespeare’s tragedies, 
this drama is sure to be a highlight of the 
season. Sept. 30, Oct. 1, 7, 8, 14 & 15, 8 
p.m., Oct. 6, 7:30 p.m., Oct. 9, 2 p.m. Parish 
Theatre, 429 S. Park St. 343-1313.

Musicals & Opera

“All Shook Up” — Set 
in 1955, this musical will 
rock your blue suede 
shoes off with its score 
full of Elvis Pressley 
songs. Sept. 16, 17, 23, 
24, 30, & Oct. 1, 8 p.m., 
Sept. 22, 7:30 p.m., Sept. 
25 & Oct. 2, 2 p.m. Civic 
Auditorium, 329 S. Park 
St. 343-1313.

“The Extraordinary Ordinary” — A 
musical tale of how one life-altering event 
forces a group of friends to discover ex-
traordinary beauty in the most ordinary of 
days. Sept. 16, 17, 22–24, 29–Oct. 1, Oct. 
6–8, 8 p.m., Sept. 18, 25, Oct. 2, 9, 2 p.m. 
Farmers Alley Theatre, 221 Farmers Alley. 
343-2727.
“Girls Night: The Musical” — Five girl-
friends go from heartbreak to happiness 
during a wild night of karaoke. Sept. 23 & 
24, 8 p.m., Sept. 24, 2 p.m. Miller Audito-
rium, WMU. 387-2300.

“Is There Life After High School?” — A 
musical remembering the joy, the laughter 
and the pain of what it was like in high 
school. Sept. 16, 17, 23, 24, 8:30 p.m. New 
Vic Theatre, 134 E. Vine St., 381-3328.

Symphony

“La Traviata” — Opening the KSO season 
is a semi-staged production of Verdi’s 
classic opera with William Farlow acting 
as Stage Director. Sept. 17, 8 p.m. Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. 349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Gilmore Rising Stars Recital Series — 
Chinese pianist Ran Jia will perform pieces 
composed by Bach, Ravel and Schubert. 
Sept. 11, 4 p.m. Wellspring Theatre, 359 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall, 342-1166.
Guest Jazz Artist Recital — Pianist and 
singer Christine Salerno fronts ZIJI, a 
quartet performing Brazilian jazz. Sept. 18, 
7 p.m. Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
387-2300.
Faculty Recital — The Western Jazz Quar-
tet will perform. Sept. 21, 7:30 p.m. Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.
Brentano String Quartet — Fontana 
Chamber Arts presents a special program 
of new works by modern composers 
responding to unfinished works of the 
masters. Sept. 24, 8 p.m. Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU. 382-7774.
Guest Artist Recital — Orchid Ensemble, 
a trio of musicians who blend the tradi-
tional music of China with contemporary 
styles and New Music. Sept. 28, 7:30 p.m. 
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 
387-2300.
“Fall Evening” — An evening of intimate 
music with the KSO’s Burdick-Thorne 
String Quartet and other KSO musicians. 
Sept. 30, 8 p.m. Cityscape Event Center, 
125 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 349-7759.
University Jazz Orchestra — This WMU 
group will be joined by guest saxophone 
soloist, Mike Crotty. Oct. 5, 7:30 p.m. Dal-
ton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 387-2300.

Visual Arts
WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455:

Installation Arts: Indonesia — Three 
Indonesian artists, Entang Wiharso, Heri 
Dono & Arahmaiani will create on-site 
installations. Sept. 8–Oct. 7. Albertine 
Monroe-Brown Gallery & Atrium Gallery.
Ellen Armstrong — An exhibition titled 
“Starting Anew — Where I Live and 
Work” will be presented. Sept. 8–Oct. 
7. Rose Netzorg & James Wilfred Kerr 
Gallery.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775:

Second Skin: Peeling Back the Layers — 
Featuring the work of Indonesian artist, 
Entang Wiharso. Sept. 10–Nov. 6.
Turning Point: Japanese Studio Ceram-
ics in the Mid-20th Century — An exhibi-
tion that explores contemporary ceramic 
art in Japan. Sept. 10–Dec. 4.
Off the Wall: Art in Three Dimensions 
— An exhibition of free-standing sculp-
tures and wall reliefs from the 1950s to the 
present. Sept. 17–Dec. 4.
ARTbreak — Informal free presentations 
on art-related topics. Entang Wiharso: 
Black Goat and Second Skins, Sept. 20; 
Ruth Duckworth: A Life in Clay, Sept. 27; 
Ladislav Hanka: Peregrinations.

Miscellaneous

Midtown Gallery — Featured artists are 
Tom Kendall, pottery and Joe DeLuca, 
paintings with guest jeweler, Georgia 
Sheldon Newman. 356 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 
372-0134.
Saniwax Gallery — An exhibition 
featuring drawings and sculpture by Kim 
Maguire-Gualtieri. Through Sept. 23.
Art Hop — View the works of local art-
ists. Local venues/galleries in downtown 
Kalamazoo. Oct. 7, 5–9 p.m. 

Earth provides 
enough to satisfy 
every man’s need, 

but not
every man’s greed.

Mahatma
Gandhi
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Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809:

Kevin Devine’s Musical Circus — A 
rollicking good time with songs and 
much more. Sept. 19, 6:30 p.m. Oshtemo 
Branch. Tickets are free but required. 
Tickets available at the door beginning at 
5;30, doors open at 6:15.
Joe Wang and the Test Pilots — Album-
oriented power pop for people with a 
brain, JWTP is a retro band that doesn’t 
sound retro. Sept. 21, 7 p.m. Central 
Library.
Meet Author Marianne Novak Hous-
ton — The author of “On the Street,” a 
collection of poems and prose poems, will 
discuss her work. Sept. 28, 7 p.m. Central 
Library.
What in the World Are You Eating? — 
Kalamazoo Nature Center speakers show 
you where several of our everyday foods 
come from complete with fun props and 
audience participation. Sept. 29, 5 p.m. 
Powell Branch.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Fiction Writing Workshop — Janet 
Heller, an instructor at Western Michigan 
University, will teach a workshop for bud-
ding writers. Sept. 17, 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m.
Open for Discussion: A Drop-in Book 
Discussion — “Major Pettigrew’s Last 
Stand” by Helen Simonson will be the 
topic. Sept. 20, 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
A Reading and Discussion by D.E. 
Johnson — “Motor City Shakedown” 
is Johnson’s sequel to “Detroit Electric 
Scheme,” and will be discussed. Reception 
and book signing will follow. Sept. 22, 
6:30 p.m.
Meet the Chef — Come to the People’s 
Food Co-op, 507 Harrison St., for cook-
ing demonstrations in the new Can-Do 
Kitchen. Sept. 27, 2 & 5 p.m. $5 fee at the 
door. Registration required. Call 329-
4542, ext. 600. 

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990:

Fractals: Mathematics and Science as 
Art — Fractals are based on mathematical 
equations that result in fantastic 2-di-
mensional images; they are sure to inspire 
your imagination and curiosity! Through 
Jan. 22, 2012.
CSI: Crime Scene Insects — This exhibit 
dives into forensic entomology, the use of 
insects such as flies, maggots and beetles, 
to reveal critical details of a crime scene. 
Sept. 17–Jan. 1.
Sunday History Series — The Sixth 
Regiment Michigan Volunteer Infantry, 
an infantry regiment that served in the 
Union Army during the American Civil 
War will be discussed. Sept. 25, 1:30 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555

Super Science Saturday — “Magnetism 
— It’s Everywhere” is the topic for the day 
with special presentations at 11 a.m., 1 & 
3 p.m. Sept. 24.

Nature

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Monarch Release Party — Help capture 
and release the Monarchs living in our 
Butterfly House. Sept. 18, 2 p.m.
Woodland Discovery — Experience a 
walk in the woods in a whole new way on 
this interactive trail walk. Sept. 25, 2 p.m.
Boomers and Beyond — Adults over 50 
will learn about mushrooms and molds in 
this interactive program, “Fungus Amon-
gus.” Bring lunch and enjoy sweet treats 
to finish. Sept. 27, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.

Kalamazoo Audubon Society
375-7210

Peregrin Falcons — Learn about the 
fastest creature in the animal kingdom.
People’s Church, Sept. 26, 7:30 p.m.

Yes, Kalamazoo is a spot on the map
And the passenger trains stop there
And the factory smokestacks smoke
And the grocery stores are open Saturday   
nights
And the streets are free for citizens who vote
And inhabitants counted in the census.
Saturday night is the big night.
  Listen with your ears on a Saturday night 
in Kalamazoo
  And say to yourself: I hear America, I hear, 
what do I hear?

One of America’s finest poets, Carl 
Sandburg, wrote these lines in 1922 for 
his poem, “Sins of Kalamazoo.” Many 
of Sandburg’s poems draw on his mid-
western roots for inspiration. He was 

born in Galesburg, Ill., in 1878. In his 
most famous poem, “Chicago,” he coined 
the phrase “City of the Big Shoulders.” But 
Sandburg also loved folk songs. He played 
guitar well and sang. He collected nearly 
300 songs for a book in 1927, and into the 
1960s he continued to perform folksongs 
at lectures and readings.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214
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trip across the northern United States as 
“a kind of privateer with a roving commis-
sion.” Wallace Morgan, an artist, accompa-
nied him to provide “pictorial sidelights” 
for the projected book. The journey would 
take them to Buffalo, Cleveland, across 
Southern Michigan, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Kansas City, major cities of the West, and, 
finally, San Francisco.

Street’s Michigan meanderings began 
when he stepped off the Michigan Central 
train in Detroit. He found the thriving 
metropolitan area that had emerged as the 
“motor city” to the nation and much of 

the world “new 
and charming.”

He con-
fessed, “I am 
half in love with 
Detroit,” likening 
the place to “a 
young wife, gay, 

strong, alert, enthusiastic; a twinkle in her 
eye, a laugh upon her lips.” He thought the 
city’s contemporary slogan, “In Detroit Life 
Is Worth Living,” to be perfectly apt. 

But when he arrived at the mammoth 
Ford plant at Highland Park in a quest 
to interview Henry Ford, he experienced 
the 30-acre machine shop under a glass 
roof as a frightening place, a “gargantuan 
lunatic asylum where fifteen thousand 
raving, tearing maniacs had been given 
full authority to go ahead and do their 
damnedest.”

Where others would laud Ford’s intro-
duction of the world’s first mass produc-
tion factory the year before, Street, in prose 
akin to “Dante’s Inferno,” pictured a bed-
lam of noise and activity, a huge room with 
“its interminable aisles, its whirling shafts 
and wheels, its forest of roof-supporting 
posts and flapping, flying, leather belting, 
its endless rows of writhing machinery, 
its shrieking, hammering and clatter, its 
smell of oil, its autumn haze of smoke, its 

J ULIAN STREET had one and 
only one reason for visiting 
Kalamazoo in 1914, the fair

city’s name. That appellation, with 
“its zoological suggestion and even more 
with its rich rhythmic measure,” had long 
fascinated the 35-year-old novelist, essay-
ist, and culinary and travel writer. True, 
he admitted, other names with Native 
American origins starting with “K” were 
also striking, such as Kenosha, Kewanee, 
Kokomo, Keokuk and Kankakee. But 
Kalamazoo, he decided, took first place 
phonetically due to the “finely assorted 
sound” flowing from its four 
syllables. In a chapter about his 
visit to Kalamazoo published 
later that year in “Abroad At 
Home” he concluded: “There is 
a kick in its ‘K,’ a ring in its ‘L,’ 
a buzz in its ‘Z,’ and a glorious 
hoot in its final ‘O’s.’ ”

The witty tourist thought the abbre-
vation of the name to “Kazoo” by news-
papers in Detroit and other neighboring 
city shameful, and, tongue in cheek, he 
scolded those who did:

“How can men take so fine a name 
and treat it lightly. True it is a little long 
for easy handling in a headline, but that 
does not justify the indignity. If headline 
writers cannot handle it conveniently they 
should not change the name, but rather 
change their type, or make-up. If I owned 
a newspaper, and there arose a question 
of giving space to this majestic name, I 
should cheerfully drop out a baseball story, 
or the love letters in some divorce case, or 
even an advertisement, in order to display 
it as it deserves to be displayed.”

Born in Chicago in 1879, Street gradu-
ated from a Canadian college and began 
his writing career as a reporter for the New 
York Mail and Express in 1899. In 1914, he 
convinced a New York publisher, The Cen-
tury Company, to fund a rambling train 

About the Author
Larry B. Massie is a Michigan product and 
proud of it. Born in Grand Rapids, he grew 
up in Allegan. Following a tour of duty in 
Viet Nam as a U.S. Army paratrooper, he 
worked as a telephone lineman, construc-
tion laborer, bartender, pickle meister and 
archivist, before earning three degrees in 
history from Western Michigan University. 
Massie was recently awarded the first ever 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Historical Society of Michigan.  

Massie’s activities range from histor-
ic research and writing, old book apprais-
als, museum consultations and displays, 
historic walkways and Michigan history 
storytelling. He travels both peninsulas 
of his beloved state to share his enthusi-
asm for Michigan’s colorful heritage with 
conferences, school assemblies, libraries, 
community groups and festivals.

A former Booth newspaper columnist 
and a frequent contributor to numerous 
magazines, his recently published “Two-
Tracks To Michigan’s Past” is his 20th 
book about Michigan history. 

An avid book collector, he lives 
with wife and workmate, Priscilla, their 
daughters Maureen and Autumn, as well as 

their 35,000 volume reference 
library in a rambling 1880 
schoolhouse nestled in the 
Allegan State Forest.

Julian Street
Crosses the StateMassie’s

Michigan

their 35,000 volume reference 
library in a rambling 1880 
schoolhouse nestled in the 
Allegan State Forest.

“There is a kick in its ‘K,’
 a ring in its ‘L,’ a buzz in 
its ‘Z,’ and a glorious hoot 
in its final ‘O’s.’ ”

BY LARRY MASSIE
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savage-looking foreign popula-
tion” — all intent on producing 
an endless line of Model T’s.

Street secured an audience with 
Ford the following day. He found him 
a lean man, sinewy, wiry, dressed in a 
rather shabby brown suit. Ford bragged of 
his original investment of $28,000, which 
he had parlayed into $205 million of busi-
ness up to that point while making a per-
sonal profit of $59 million. The common-
sense secret of his amazing success, Ford 
announced, “was to find out something 
that everybody is after and then make 
that one thing and nothing else.” The road 
to fame and fortune lay not in diversifica-
tion but specialization. “Shoemakers,” 
Ford continued” ought to get one kind of 
shoe that will suit everybody, instead of 
making all kinds.”

The man Street dubbed “the Maece-
nas of the motor car” and who has 
been widely quoted as saying “his-

tory is bunk” delivered another memorable 
“Ford-ism” when Street asked whether he 
cared for art. Ford replied in a very un-
Maecenas way, “I wouldn’t give five cents 
for all the art in the world.”

From Detroit Street he headed for 
Battle Creek, passing en route two towns 
that he concluded had attained a degree 

of fame disproportionate to their popula-
tions: Ann Arbor was celebrated as “a seat 
of learning” and Ypsilanti was celebrated 
as “a seat of underwear” in reference to 
the nationally famous Ypsilanti-brand 
long underwear complete with “drop back 
bottoms.” The big factory begun in 1885 
as the Hay and Todd Manufacturing 
Company had, the firm boasted, made 
“Ypsilanti Underwear a household 
word throughout the country.” 

Street had heard that Battle 
Creek was “full of health cranks 
and factories where breakfast foods, 
coffee substitute and kindred edibles 
and drinkables were made.” At the 
Michigan Central Depot the pair 
made the acquaintance of Miss Daisy 
Buck, the affable proprietress of the news-
stand there. She arranged for a tour of the 
city via a horse-drawn hack.

Returning to the train station, Street 
asked Miss Buck if they should go for 
lunch to the widely touted health spa 
operated by flamboyant Dr. John Harvey 
Kellogg, who, when not warning his 
countrymen about the necessity of “colon 
hygiene,” the “evils of tobacconism,” 

or conducting them 
on “the itinerary of a 

breakfast through the world’s 
most perfect subway,” busily invented 

fiendish exercise devices and vegetarian 
meat and coffee substitutes. 

“Not on your life,” she replied. “If you 
go to the ‘San,’ (santarium) you won’t feel 
like you’d had anything to eat — that is, 
not if you’re good feeders.”

Instead, she advised they go to 
the Post Tavern, an elegant hotel 

and restaurant conceived by Kellogg’s 
breakfast food nemesis, Charles W. Post, 
who liked to put his name on the local 
landscape as well as the foods that he in-
vented, such as Postum and Post Toasties. 
There they could at least get a good steak.

Nevertheless, disregarding epicurean 
appeal, out of curiosity they made their 
way to the six-story brick Sanitarium able 
to accommodate 1,000 guests, built after 
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Ford’s massive Highland Park plant 
where millions of Model T’s were 
made covered 30 acres.

A contemporary ad for the
underwear that made Ypsilanti famous.
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Three Generations Serving Kalamazoo
the original 
structure had 
been leveled by 
fire in 1902. Street found 
the menu at the Sanitarium unusual in that 
next to each entrée were figures detailing 
the exact proportion of proteins, fats and 
carbohydrates contained in each article of 
food, a practice few modern restaurants 
would dare to include but that might help 
combat the growing percentage of obese 
Americans.

Street ordered a cup of “kafir tea,” 
kafir being a type of grain sorghum 
that was roasted to yield a tea-like 
beverage. 

Next they each choose an entrée 
from among Kellogg’s vegetarian fare, 
such as “Protose with Mayonnaise 
Dressing,” “Nuttoline with Cranberry 
Sauce” and “Walnut Roast.” Morgan 
tried a helping of Protose while Street 
elicited to “dally” with the Nuttolene, a 
choice that proved nearly as unfortunate as 
the Kafir tea.

“Nuttolene,” he wrote, “is served in 
a slab, resembling, as nearly as anything 
I can think of, a good-sized piece of 
shoemaker’s wax. In flavor it is confusing. 
Some faint taste about it hinted that it was 
intended to resemble turkey, an impres-
sion furthered by the fact that cranberry 
sauce was served on the same plate. But 
what it was made of I could not detect. It 
was not unpleasant, nor yet did I find it 
appetizing. Rather I should classify it in 
the broad category of uninteresting food.”

Street admitted that, as a gourmet, 
most of the foods he did find interest-
ing were also rich and indigestable. He 
sincerely hoped that after years of “gas-
tronomic indiscretions” he would not be 
forced to return to the “San” for a cure.

Back at the depot, Miss Buck asked 
him, “What town are you making next?”

“Kalamazoo,” he replied.
“Oh, Ka’zoo, eh?” she uttered, com-

mitting the linguistic blunder that Street 
so opposed, as well as adding that good 
old U.P.-speak syllable.

Arriving in Kalamazoo, Street found 
a thriving city with a population ap-
proaching 40,000. He soon learned that 
locals prided themselves as the nation’s 

Massie
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Since joining Keystone Community Bank shortly after it opened in 1997, Board of Directors  
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“Our main goal is to keep the best interests of the community in mind while helping it grow  
and prosper through a focus on caring and personalized service.” Let Keystone professionals  
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leading celery grower as well as the 
world’s largest producer of paper. He also 
was informed that the city’s commercial 
slogan, “In Kalamazoo We Do,” had fallen 
on hard times recently due to the debacle 
of the “mighty” Michigan Buggy Compa-
ny’s sudden financial failure with the loss 
of $1.5 million in investor’s funds.

That evening Street took a walk along 
the “agreeable, tree-bordered streets” of 
the city. As he strolled, he could not resist 
from peeking into the lighted windows 
of the unpretentious homes he passed: 

“I have never been in any town where so 
many people failed to draw their window 
shades, or owned green reading lamps, or 
sat by those green-shaded lamps and read. 
I looked into every house I passed, and 
in all but two, I think, I saw the self-same 
picture of calm, literary domesticity.”

The next morning Street noted one 
Kalamazoo structure of distinguished ar-
chitecture — the Administration Building 

Western Michigan University looked like this 
when Julian Street commented on its beauty as 
an architecturally distinguished campus in 1914.

lik this

John Harvey Kellogg’s Battle Creek 
Sanitarium was a world famous 
health spa.

of Western Michigan Normal School — the 
building atop Prospect Hill now known 
as East Hall , which was the edifice a later 
visitor, Will Rogers, called “the Acropolis 
of Kalamazoo.” Street termed it “a long, 
low structure of classical design, with 

three fine porticoes.” Little could he have 
known that nearly a century later that 
splendid structure, once the pride of the 
city, would stand in shameful dilapidated 
ruin, nearly ready, some believe, as prey for 
the wrecking ball. 
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True to His Roots

Paul Stermer, through 

Fair Food Matters, 

leads the pack in 

support of quality

local food sources.

By Patrice Mindock
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PAUL STERMER, executive director of Fair 
Food Matters in Kalamazoo, looks forward to a 
bountiful harvest season every year. As a chief 

proponent of the “eat local” food movement, Stermer 
describes the mission of his nonprofit organization as an 
intense effort to foster social change through local food.

“There’s nothing new under the sun,” he says. “This 
movement is primarily a rediscovery of some of the skills 
that we lost when America moved from an agrarian to an 
industrial society. It’s a renewal of agricultural awareness 
and concern about the origins of the food and nutrients 
we put into our bodies. The trend has sparked new inter-
est in eating fresh rather than processed foods, along with 
canning and other home preservation techniques.” 

Stermer grew up on his family’s small cattle farm in 
Lawton, one of six children raised with the tough, resil-
ient Midwest work ethic. “My dad was an organic farmer 
without the fancy label,” he quips. “We operated a closed-
loop system of growing our food on the farm, using our 
animal-waste products and compost for fertilizing the 
crops that in turn fed the livestock.” The Stermer family 
fully embraced the “local food” lifestyle, with Paul and 
his siblings helping with seemingly never-ending farm 
chores, growing fruits and vegetables, plus taking care of 
the cows, hogs, turkeys, ducks, chickens, sheep and vari-
ous assorted other critters sharing the land with them.

“Both of my parents were voracious readers and 
stressed the importance of education,” Stermer notes. He 

graduated from Western 
Michigan University in 
1985, with an emphasis 
on studies in English, 
studio art, art history 
and linguistics. He is also 
a former journalist, an 
occasional artist and film-
maker, a part-time teach-
er, a published poet and 
author, and was named 
“World’s Worst Poet” by 

the Julia A. Moore Poetry Society. His approach to public-
ity and marketing is that of the “velvet hammer” — with a 
dash of wit and humor. His affable, soft-spoken de-
meanor and firm command of the twists and turns of 
language are prominent in his public appearances and in 
the written pieces he produces while on the job.

Stermer has worked at various for-profit and 
nonprofit businesses through his career, 
including stints at advertising agencies, 
an area health system, and almost six 
years in marketing at the Kalamazoo In-
stitute of Arts (KIA), ending as director 

of marketing and technology at the KIA before moving on 
to take over the reins at Fair Food Matters in 2009.

“I discovered early on in life what I did NOT want 
to do,” he says. “I did not wish to teach or be a full-time 
writer. I do love writing, illustration and the way words 
sound and look on a page, interspersed with the artwork.”

In fact, Paul once made his own series of comic 
books and greeting 
cards and began 
originally at WMU 
as an art major 
with an emphasis 
on graphic design. 
“I enjoyed it as a 
natural extension 
of who I was, but I 
found I was not as 
good as most, even 
though I enjoyed 
it,” he states. “This 
was long before 
computer software, 
in the hands-on 
days of X-acto 
knives and cutting 
boards. I found the marketing arena combined many of 
the same skill sets I enjoyed.”

As for his public relations and marketing work at the 
KIA, Stermer says the position thrust him into meeting 
and interacting with a wide cross-section of the Kalama-
zoo community. “The almost six years I spent at the KIA 
helped me to evolve, because I am basically an introvert,” 
he admits. “That type of work gave me the opportunity 

to engage with people and come out 

Paul Stermer, executive director 
of Fair Food Matters in Kalamazoo, 
emphasizes the nutritional and 
economic value of seeking out foods 
from the bountiful local harvest. 
Although the Fair Food Matters office 
is located in the Central Business 
District on the downtown Kalamazoo 
mall, its roots and branches 
extend outward to encompass all 
of Kalamazoo County and other 
agricultural, environmental, and 
educational programs across 
southwest Michigan.

Now a family man, Paul, along with wife Amy, tries to 
focus on fresh, regional foods for their 2-year-old daughter, 
Macie, and themselves. They are, in particular, drawn to 
that which is raised organically.

Raised in the
wholesomeness
of a family farm
in Van Buren County, Paul (in front
on pony) learned about the value of eating
local foods at a very young age.
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of my shell. I also learned to appreciate 
how the arts are woven into the fabric of 
this community and how the entire KIA 
staff, patrons and board members are 
all interconnected.” Stermer adds that a 
similar synergy is felt in the burgeoning 
community support for the “local food” 
movement.

The position at Fair Food Matters 
is a good fit for Stermer. “My dad was a 
‘gentleman farmer,’ and my mom was a 
food-service director for the local school 
system,” he notes. “We were always made 
aware of fresh food options and nutrition. 
My first jobs were picking asparagus and 
tying grapevines.”

His mother, Barbara, still lives on the 
family farm in Van Buren County, which 
just marked 50 years since it was pur-
chased by the Stermers on Father’s Day, 
1961. However, the patriarch of the clan, 
Paul’s father, Arthur, passed away in 2005.

“The family values they instilled in 
me carry on with my personal com-
mitment to my own family,” Stermer 
stresses. “I make it a point to be home 
for dinner with my wife, Amy, and our 
2-year-old daughter, Macie, almost every 
night.” That may be an old fashioned 
tradition and nigh impossible for many 
people to achieve in this “on the go” soci-
ety, but the Stermers manage to prioritize 
that style of connectedness.

AMY STERMER is an indepen-
dent filmmaker. She has also 
spent the better part of the past 

decade teaching high-school-level digital-
media classes through the Education 
for the Arts (EFA) program, under the 
auspices of the Kalamazoo Regional Edu-
cational Service Agency (KRESA), which 
serves over 200 schools in the Kalamazoo 
County area. Her main classrooms are 
located at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts.

A native New Yorker, Amy comes 
from a family of “foodies” whom Paul 
says are almost “obsessive in a healthy 
way about their food.” “My in-laws 
are spread throughout New York and 
New Jersey and they know all the best 
restaurants and delis,” he notes. “I joke 

Stermer
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that they must have the ‘good food gene’ 
embedded in their DNA. It is refreshing 
to know urban people with a real sense of 
where their food comes from and concern 
over how it is prepared.” 

The smallest Stermer has apparently 
been blessed with that inheritance of a 
love of good food. “It is said that ‘The 
child is the father to the man,’ and my 
child is definitely a role model,” Paul says 
with a smile. “Macie instinctively loves 
fresh fruits, vegetables and whole grains. 
We grow some of our own produce in the 
backyard because I’ve been gardening 
all of my life. We almost never eat ‘fast 
food’ and rarely eat out. When we do, we 
patronize the restaurants that support 
local farmers and offer locally brewed 
beers and wines. Because we choose local 
products when possible, we do end up 
spending a bit more of our overall house-
hold budget on good food, but that is our 
personal choice.”

Writer/poet/artist, art marketing 
whiz, and local food proponent. So, 
what’s in the creative muse future for 
Paul Stermer? “I would love to collaborate 
professionally with my talented wife, 
Amy,” he says. “I have dreams of us writ-
ing and working side by side, making 
short documentaries for film festivals.”

Meanwhile, the Stermers are family 
focused, with Macie leading the way in 
their after-work activities. “She’s an active 
baby and loves the outdoors,” says her 
proud papa. “We take long walks and 
often visit the nearby beaches at South 
Haven or St. Joe.”

Leisure time is often spent reading 
or watching movies. But neither Paul nor 
Amy is passive about those two forms of 
entertainment, instead actively discuss-
ing the nuances of the books or the 
films — picking them apart and enjoying 
each other’s opinions of authors, produc-
ers and other artists. Formerly a big fic-
tion fan, Stermer says he has recently im-
mersed himself in more nonfiction tomes, 
including a focus on American history.

Fair Food Matters operates a “store-
front” office on North Burdick in the 
Downtown Kalamazoo Central Business 
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www.rogersinc.com
Financing available, see our website©
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layers of education and advocacy involved 
in changing our eating habits as a na-
tion,” Stermer stresses. “As consumers and 
voters, we do have the power to change 
policy for the delivery systems, such as the 
quality of public school lunches, but it is 
frustratingly slow. On the local level, if we 
all think about our food choices, it is not 
difficult, expensive or painful to change 
our diets and opt for more real fresh food 
instead of processed foods.”

While his work at Fair Food Matters 
mirrors his natural inclinations and 
honors his family farm roots, Stermer 
stresses that he personally doesn’t try to 
stridently preach, nor mandate that ev-
eryone follow precise guidelines in their 
lifestyles. “It is an individual choice to 
try to be healthier and eat local foods as 
often as possible,” he says. “I simply can-
not give up my coffee, and Amy certainly 
won’t live without chocolate — neither of 
which is grown locally. I’m not perfect 
and I do not expect it of others.” 

District. Kalamazoo County is the general 
sphere of influence, but Stermer says the 
movement extends far beyond the geo-
graphical lines of counties and states. “We 
are a young and growing organization, 
forging relationships and partnerships 
that further the goal of educating people 
about their food and helping them make 
good choices,” he states. “I am blessed 
with great community support, a wonder-
ful staff, and an active, engaged board to 
help work toward more awareness.” 

The organization acts as a referral 
base and a clearinghouse for many off-
shoots of local or regional agricultural and 
educational organizations. The ongoing 
programs and collaborations of Fair Food 
Matters include the annual Southwest 
Michigan Community Harvest Festival 
and Eat Local, Kalamazoo — a seasonal 
series of local food events. A new venture 
is the Can-Do Kitchen, the region’s only 
commercial kitchen/business incubator, 
located in the new People’s Food Co-op 

facility on Har-
rison Street in 
Kalamazoo. 
The Can-Do 
Kitchen offers 
would-be 
food entre-
preneurs a 

low-risk, low-cost environment 
to test their products.

Fair Food Matters is also involved 
in the Growing Matters Garden and 
Woodward School Garden, the Doug-
lass Farmers’ Market, the Community 
Garden Project and the Future Chefs 
program. (Learn more by visiting www.
fairfoodmatters.org.) 

From small family farms to neighbor-
hood backyard garden plots to grassroots 
work for changes in food policy on a state 
or national level, the umbrella organiza-
tion of Fair Food Matters seems to have its 
fingers in every pie. “Food touches every 
part of our lives, and there are complicated 

Stermer
“Do your best,” the Cub Scout motto, has been 
influencing Paul’s lifestyle choices for a very long 
time. Here he poses in his Scout uniform in 1972 
with sister Ruth beside him in Girl Scout green.

l 
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The six-week long project culminated in a book recep-
tion and poetry reading at the KBAC. Surrounded by family, 
friends and teachers, the students beamed as they read aloud 
their poems, watched a slide show of the six-week-long pro-
cess and received congratulatory roses from Rose, as well as a 
copy of “Create” to take home and remind them that some-
thing meaningful can often be created from mess.

“Making the book was a very good overview of taking 
something through all its possible steps,” said Rose. “I don’t 
think kids really get to see that with their projects, their art-
work, and even their homework.

“When you write a poem, it really isn’t just for you or your 
journal. When you write one, it’s to share and to read out loud. 
The book and the reading really made that come to life.” 

Not only was paper-making new to the 
students, but some of the students had never 
sewn anything before, so when it came time 
to attach the binding, they conquered a new 
challenge. “The sewing was fun, but kind of 
tricky, too,” said Sierra Knight, 8, a student at 
Woods Lake Elementary School. 

“I liked making the handmade paper, 
using the screen, and mixing it up with your 
hands. Then you could decorate it any way 
you wanted,” Sierra said.

Sierra’s favorite assigned poem was “My 
Inner Poet” because she said she could pick 
an animal that she liked and build a poem 
around it. She picked a blue bird, her favorite 
animal.

After each student chose an animal, the 
assignment was to consider how the animal 
moved, what it did, and where it lived. “The 
words started to come to me pretty quickly,” 
Sierra said. “But then it was kind of challeng-
ing to put it all together.”

Other students came up with a jaguar, two-toed sloth, 
leopard, gazelle, monkey and even an ant. 

“What I find after I read what the kids have written 
for ‘My Inner Poet’ is that the poems always tend to be very 
revealing about who they seem to be,” said Rose. “Kids tend 
to have a very strong instinct about poetry. It’s the older kids 
who sometimes need to be reminded that poetry is just really 
listening to your inner voice.”

“I liked writing the poetry because you got to say any-
thing that came to your mind,” said Jordyn Jones, 10, a student 
at Maple Street Magnet School. “And the book-making was 
really fun.”

Creative Kids
(continued from page 23)

My Inner Poet

My inner poet is a two-toed sloth,
hanging from a tree in the Amazon rain forest.
He’s 49 inches tall,
with shaggy brown hair all over him,
and the longest two toes ever.
He likes to hang out alone
with his big round eyes and pig-type nose.
He seems tired and lazy,
but his mind is always buzzing about life.
My inner poet is a two-toed sloth.

By Da’Jzon Hughes, 11, a student at Milwood Magnet School.

My Inner Poet

My inner poet is a polka-dotted leopard,
running through Africa on a breezy day.
She is having the time of her life
with friends by her side
chasing gazelles through the plain.
She is athletic and smart.
She sees herself one day
as Queen of the Jungle.
My inner poet is a leopard.

By Jordyn Jones, 10, a student at Maple Street Magnet School.
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Simone Kelly, 8, a student at Woodward Elementary School, proudly shows a print she made 
for her poetry book.
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ARTY KAKUK has long known
that her grandmother, Florence 
Allen Inch, was a remarkable 
woman. For the first 12 years of 
Marty’s life, her grandmother

lived with her family, so Marty was well 
aware of Florence’s sense of humor, creativ-
ity, and love of culture.

However, it wasn’t until much later 
that she began to realize the extent of her 
grandmother’s accomplishments, includ-
ing her place in the history of Kalamazoo 
as a physician and leader in the women’s 
suffrage movement.

That both grandmother and granddaughter have a con-
nection to Kalamazoo is sheer coincidence: Florence Inch lived 
here for the first quarter of the 20th century, but her family 
moved away in 1926. Marty grew up in East Lansing and moved 
to the Kalamazoo area in 1969, when her husband, Tom, took a 
job in scientific research with The Upjohn Company.

When Marty’s mother — and Florence’s daughter — Jane 
Inch Smith Elliott, died in 1987, Marty went through her moth-
er’s attic and filled 13 book boxes with photos and papers from 
her mother’s and grandparents’ lives. When she finally had time 
to start sorting them out in the late 1990s, she says, “I realized 
that my grandmother’s material was quite extensive.” Marty 
knew her grandfather’s papers were important, too, but because 
he died shortly before her birth, she never knew him, so she 
decided to start with a thorough study of her grandmother. “She 
intrigued me the most,” Marty says.

In going through her grandmother’s papers, Marty redis-
covered a memoir that Florence had written and dedicated to 
Marty and her two older brothers. It was about her childhood in 
Rochester, N.Y.

Marty cherishes this memoir, which provides a detailed 
view of late 19th century life for a middle-class child, but, she 
says, “It was just amazing to me that she didn’t write anything 
about what she became or her contributions to the communities 
in which she lived.” 

So Marty began looking for more details about her grand-
mother’s adult life. Florence had left journals and other writings 
in addition to her memoir, and Marty’s mother’s memoirs con-

tributed more 
information. 

Marty also looked to outside resources, including 
newspaper microfilms at the Kalamazoo Public 
Library and the Archives and Regional History 
Collection at Western Michigan University.

Of that research at WMU’s archives, she 
says, “I was surprised to learn of her being the first woman to run 
for public office in Kalamazoo and of her active involvement with 
Western’s Normal School and various other organizations.” 

Marty also had a “thrilling moment” when she was search-
ing the Kalamazoo Public Library microfilm newspaper archives 
for indexed articles referring to Florence Inch. “I was done get-
ting what I wanted from that, so then I was just scrolling down 
the newspaper just to look at other things, and all of a sudden 
there’s a picture of her,” Marty says. The item was a paid political 
advertisement for Florence’s campaign for office and therefore 
had not been indexed. It proved to be very informative about 
Florence’s activities in Kalamazoo. “I found it just by chance, and 
I wonder what else is there,” Marty says,

Through extensive genealogy 
research, the notable life of 
Florence Inch takes shape.

Family 
Tree

M

Marty Kakuk 
browses through 
two notebooks full of 
writings, photos, and 
news clippings she 
has collected about 
her grandmother, 
Florence Allen 
Inch. Behind her is 
a recent painting 
of Montague Houe, 
where Florence 
lived during part 
of her residency in 
Kalamazoo.

The contents page 
(page 7) shows 
Florence Inch with 
her grandchildren, 
Ben, Marty (Kakuk), 
and George Smith.
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After earning her medical degree in 
1899, Dr. Florence Allen worked in 
the University of Michigan pathol-
ogy laboratory of Dr. Aldred Scott 
Warthin.

Florence Inch, circa 1930s

By Kit Almy
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Marty is eager to share what she’s discovered about her 
grandmother and other relatives. “I feel with all these writings 
that I have in my own archives, that something has to be done 
with them,” she says. “I’m hoping to publish Florence’s memoir 
for the people of Rochester, N.Y., and to add to it what we’ve 
discovered about her life as an adult,” she says. She also hopes to 
publish the stories of her grandfather, George Inch, and her great 
aunt, Miranda May Allen, both of whom were accomplished phy-
sicians who made significant contributions to medicine during 
their careers. 

*  *  *

Florence Elizabeth Allen was born in Rochester, N.Y., on Janu-
ary 31, 1875, to Anson Cornell Allen, a partner in the cloth-
ing business Allen, Strauss & Co., and Abigail May Alcott 

Allen, who was first cousin to author Louisa May Alcott.
In her memoir, Florence recalled visiting the Alcott family, 

including Louisa and her father, Amos Bronson Alcott, at their 
home in Massachusetts. Her practical-minded parents didn’t 
think much of Bronson Alcott. Her father was not a believer 
in transcendentalism, and her mother recalled that when they 
were children, Louisa confided that she wished her own father 
would be more like Abigail’s and make a living to support his 
family. The Allens did share some of the liberal and intellectual 
values of the Alcotts. They passed these values, along with a 
passion for participation in the community, on to Florence and 
her older sister, Miranda May.

Among other women’s clubs, Abigail was actively involved 
with the Political Equality Club in Rochester, where she became 
acquainted with the club’s founder, Mary Anthony, and her sister, 
Susan B. Anthony. Abigail and her daughters all worked with the 
Anthony sisters in support of women’s suffrage. 

Anson supported women’s suffrage, too, and he was also an 
abolitionist, an agnostic, and an evolutionist who admired Charles 
Darwin and Thomas Henry Huxley and was friends with Robert 
Ingersoll. Florence inherited her father’s interests in nature, poetry, 
and science. She recalled in her memoir that he was keenly inter-
ested in medicine and even had an actual “skeleton in the closet.”

Florence and her sister delighted in playing with “Napoleon 
Bonyparte,” which was a gift from their father’s doctor friend. Flor-
ence referred to her father’s influence on her career in this way: “… 
He shaped the course of my life not alone by his example and his 
teachings but by the more active direction of my choice of a career 
and his encouragement and sympathy with my ambitions.”

In Florence’s daughter Jane’s memoir, she states that Anson 
Allen “was determined that his two daughters would not lack 
the opportunities for which he so longed. He had wanted to be a 
scientist, a physician; his daughters must be.”

After graduating from high school in Rochester, Florence 
attended Cornell University for two years and in 1895 passed her 
examinations in the Medical Preparatory Course. She then went 
on to the University of Michigan, accompanied by her sister. The 
sisters lived in the chapter house of the Alpha Phi sorority, into 

which Florence had been initiated at Cornell. Both young women 
received M.D. degrees in 1899.

Upon graduating, Florence worked for University of Michi-
gan pathologist Dr. Aldred Scott Warthin. She intended to pursue 
pathology research and had been accepted at Johns Hopkins Col-
lege of Medicine to do so, but due to a downturn in business, her 
father could not afford to send her. According to Jane, “He must 
have been deeply worried and was unable to tell her until the night 
before she was to leave. … She told me that she never forgave him 
… for not preparing her long before.”

Instead, Florence went to work at the Michigan Asylum for 
the Insane at Kalamazoo (later named the Kalamazoo State Hos-
pital) as an assistant physician, where she continued to do medi-
cal research. In 1901 she presented a paper at the annual meeting 
of the American Medico-Psychological Association, entitled: 
“Examination of the Stomach Contents in the Insane,” outlin-
ing cases in which treating a patient’s stomach disorders, either 
through medication or a change in diet, caused improvements in 
the patient’s mental state as well as physical health. 

Florence worked at the Michigan Asylum until September 
30, 1902. A Board of Trustees report states: “Dr. Florence E. Allen 
resigned from the medical staff … to enter private practice.” In 
1903 she obtained a medical license in the State of New York, but 
it is unknown whether she ever practiced there. 

On April 28, 1904, Florence married a Michigan Asylum 
colleague and fellow University of Michigan graduate, Dr. George 
Franklin Inch of New Brunswick, Canada. Guests at the wedding 
in the Allen’s home in Rochester included then current governor 
of Michigan, Aaron Thomas Bliss, and his wife, Alleseba, a cousin 
of Florence’s mother. At the reception, Susan B. Anthony gave 
the couple a hand-inscribed copy of the four-volume “History of 
Woman Suffrage,” which she co-edited. 

After a European honeymoon aboard the steamship St. 
Louis, the Inches returned to Kalamazoo where George Inch was 
assistant physician at the Michigan Asylum. Jane believed that it 
was tradition, rather than chauvinism, that ended her mother’s 
professional career. “My father was almost without bias against 
women in any kind of a career and I cannot imagine him asking 
Mother to stop her work for him,” she wrote.

Throughout their stay in Kalamazoo, the Inches lived on 
the hospital campus, initially in an apartment over the offices of 
the Male Department where Jane was born in 1911. Later they 
moved into a house called Oak View, and when George Inch was 
promoted to assistant medical superintendent in 1916, the family 

The Montague House, now owned by WMU, where Florence and her family 
resided from 1916 to 1926. About it she wrote, “It was really a charming 
place—brick painted gray—all white woodwork inside with light gray walls 
& mulberry rugs and furniture. There were ever so many fine trees about it 
and large grounds and lilac bushes & hedges and other flowering shrubs.”
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War diaries, the records of the Kalamazoo 
paper industry, and the papers of Caroline 
Bartlett Crane. 

Carlson has degrees in history and 
library science and did a doctoral disser-
tation on the Kalamazoo Ladies Library 
Association, the records of which are 
also included in the collections. “We are 
the place where the historical records of 
the community meet with the university 
community and the greater Kalamazoo 
community,” she says.

Many people don’t realize that the ar-
chives are open to members of the public, 
as well as to WMU students and faculty, 
explains Carlson.

Interest in the collections is not only 
regional. They serve researchers from 
farther afield, including other states and 
countries due to broader holdings, such as 

THE BASEMENT of Western Michigan 
University’s East Hall holds a swim-
ming pool full of historical docu-

ments. It’s empty of water, of course, but 
between seemingly endless shelves you 
can still see the drains in the floor. All 
told, the Archives and Regional History 
Collections, stored in Western’s original 
physical education wing, hold 28,000 
cubic feet of documents, according to Sha-
ron Carlson, the collections’ director. 

The archives are a treasure trove of 
manuscripts, books, magazines and news-
papers, photographs, maps, oral histories, 
and the public records of 12 southwest-
ern Michigan counties. The collections 
include the records of many companies, 
organizations, and individuals, as well as 
university records, scrapbooks, and ath-
letic films. Notable holdings include Civil 

a collection of microfilmed French docu-
ments about the history of European settle-
ment in the Great Lakes and North America.

In recent years, the Internet has made 
the archives even more accessible. Catalogs 
of the holdings are all online. “We’re still 
interested in preservation and curating the 

Inch

Find It Through the WMU Archives and Regional History Collections

moved into the larger Montague House on 
Oakland Drive, now owned by Western 
Michigan University.

While living in Oak View, Florence 
kept a journal that displayed the love of 
nature she shared with her father, as well 
as her sense of humor. For example, she 
wrote of workmen catching and killing 

a rabbit: “It went into a pie. I hope there 
will others come (sic) and they’ll not go 
into pies while we are there but may nib-
ble our vegetables to their hearts content.” 
Florence also wrote that their neighbor, 
Mr. Kleinstueck, shared her interest in 
nature and gave her three wren houses he 
made out of coconut shells.

F lorence was not an idle wife and 
mother. As a woman of many intel-
lectual and social interests, she 

was busy outside the home with many 
community activities and continued to 
be interested in medicine. She partici-
pated in the organization of a society 
of women physicians in Kalamazoo in 
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collections, but I think it’s really broad-
ened more to introducing a variety of us-
ers to primary sources and then acquiring 
some primary source materials that are 
available online,” Carlson says. 

The archives were first established in 
1956 and were housed in Waldo library 
until 1990 when they moved to East Hall, 
into an area that seemed quite spacious at 
the time. The collections are always grow-
ing. “It’s amazing how much (space) we’ve 
managed to occupy,” says Carlson.

The university is currently raising 
funds to build a new state-of-the-art facil-
ity to house the archives. The estimated 
$12 million project, which will feature 
greatly improved climate control and 
more space for the collections, as well as 
classrooms and offices, will be privately 
funded, and building is still several years 
away, Carlson says. The most likely site 
will be on former state hospital grounds 
on Oakland Drive near the College of 
Health and Human Services, but other 
locations are being considered. 

For more information about the Ar-
chives and Regional History Collections, 
call 387-8490. 

1910, and later that year she gave a talk 
on food and digestion to a women’s soci-
ety at the People’s Church.

Around 1912 Florence co-founded 
the city’s first garden club, the Club 
of Little Gardens, whose members 
included prominent citizens of Kalama-
zoo, among them Dr. William Upjohn. 

Sharon Carlson, left, director of WMU’s Archives, 
pulls out a large bound book of public records. Shown 
above, the WMU archives reading room displays dia-
grams of the proposed future home of the archives.
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She also belonged to the Every Friday 
Club, the Art Club, and the Current 
Events Club.

Western State Normal School was 
right next door to the hospital, and Jane 
Inch was a pupil at the college’s training 
school. Florence served on the PTA there 
and was elected president of the associa-
tion in 1919. As a member of the Woman’s 
League, she gave a talk on etiquette to 
Western State women in 1925. 

Florence was active in politics as 
well. In 1909, she worked with Caro-
line Bartlett Crane to lead the local 
effort of a national campaign to gather 
one million signatures in support of 
equal suffrage. They were able to sub-
mit 2,013 signatures (from both men 
and women) to the national committee 
in New York.

In 1919, just after the state of 
Michigan granted full suffrage to women, 

41



The Only Easy Job 
Was Yesterday’s...
When I come to work every day, I arrive 
knowing there’s a likelihood that someone is 
in a jam because they forgot to order payroll 
envelopes for their company or printed 
materials for the big trade show next week.

Meeting those kinds of challenges on a daily 
basis helps me to feel like I’m making a 
difference, knowing that I can help someone 
sleep better at night because they’re not 
worried about their presentation materials 
arriving on time for their big sales meeting 
the day after tomorrow.

Printing is such a part of our lives that it’s 
easy to take it for granted. It’s easy to forget 
to order an important printed document, with 
all the other planning that occurs in your 
business.

That’s where we come in. If you have a “print 
problem,” just let go, and let us take over. 
While you’re planning, we’ll be printing. We’ll 
hit your deadline. There’s no need to worry. 
We’ll be there when you need us most.

1116 W Centre Avenue
 323-9333

PortagePrinting.com

College. She lived there with the Smith 
family for several years. 

Marty Kakuk has many fond memo-
ries of her grandmother with whom she 
shared a love of books, poetry, and ballet. 
Florence had a wonderful sense of fun, 
which involved, among other things, 
setting a dummy in a chair at the dining 
table every April Fool’s Day. “She just had 
us laughing all the time,” Marty remem-
bers. “She felt it was important to laugh. 
Her sense of humor kept us doing that 
quite a lot of the time, even during meals. 
Our friends loved visiting our home when 
she was there.”

Florence loved word play, and her wit 
and love of literature combined in even 
her names for her pets. She raised Scottish 
terriers, and Robert Burns was one of her 
favorite poets. Marty remembers one dog 
named Dinna Care, undoubtedly from a 
line in Burns’ poem “Philly and Willy,” 
which reads, “I dinna care a single flie.” 
Another dog was named Havers, the Scot-
tish word for “nonsense.”

In failing health, Florence returned to 
Ypsilanti in 1951 to stay at the State Hospi-
tal there under the invitation of the direc-
tor, Dr. Orus R. Yoder, a practice which 
was extended to other former hospital staff 
and university professors in those days. 
She died in Ypsilanti on February 6, 1954.

On learning of Florence’s passing, 
her friend, Irene Kleinstueck from Kal-
amazoo, wrote to Jane: “It would be quite 
futile for me to try to tell you even a part 
of all that your dear mother has meant to 
us over the years. She was a unique and 
brilliant personality, and there are none 
just like her. What a true friend.”

Story author Kit Almy, a Kalamazoo 
College graduate who has used her English 
degree to pursue a career in public relations 
and writing, is married to Marty Kakuk’s 
son, Rob, who is employed at Western Michi-
gan University. Marty and husband Tom 
Kakuk live in Texas Township where they 
raised three children and are now retired. 
In addition to actively pursuing genealogy, 
Marty is a longtime member of the Kalama-
zoo Symphony Orchestra League and the 
Kalamazoo Art League.  

Florence became the first woman to run 
for city office in Kalamazoo. According to 
a Kalamazoo Gazette article of the time: 
“Mrs. Inch has been prevailed upon by 
friends, who deem her peculiarly well fit-
ted for such a position, to enter the race.”

The political advertisement that 
Marty fortuitously discovered stated that 
she was “recognized as a leader by those 
who know her best,” and cited her various 
memberships and leadership positions in 
the community. Though her bid for one 
of seven seats on the city commission was 
unsuccessful, she did receive 211 first-
choice votes.

In 1926 the Inches moved away 
from Kalamazoo when George Inch was 
hired as the medical superintendent of 
the Traverse City State Hospital. In 1931 
they moved again when he was appointed 
the first medical superintendent of the 
new State Hospital in Ypsilanti. Florence 
continued to be very active, entertaining 

large numbers of guests as was required 
of the wife of a medical superintendent. 
She was also involved with many organi-
zations through the years, including the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, 
the Traverse City Women’s Club, and the 
Alpha Phi sorority. 

Florence had a love of literature, art, 
and music, and was a creative person 
herself. In addition to her memoir and 
journals, she wrote poetry and song lyr-
ics. She also painted, and she wrote and 
illustrated a humorous children’s book 
entitled “Insect Life, A Manual for the 
Not-Too-Young.” 

After George Inch died in November 
of 1938, Florence moved to East Lansing 
to be closer to her daughter Jane and her 
family. Because Jane’s husband, Robert 
Smith, had fallen ill, Florence used the 
inheritance from her husband’s death 
to buy a large house near the campus of 
what was then the Michigan Agricultural 

Inch
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Your Community Theatre

ORDER YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY BY CALLING 269-343-1313
OR VISIT US ONLINE AT www.KazooCivic.com

329 South Park Street  |  Downtown Kalamazoo

SAVE UP TO
40%

WITH A SEASONSUBSCRIPTION

All Shook Up
September 16 – October 2

King Lear
September 30 – October 15

Irving Berlin’s White Christmas
November 25 – December 11

A New Brain
January 13 – January 29

The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940
January 27 – February 11

Smokey Joe’s Café
March 2 – March 18

Brighton Beach Memoirs
April 6 – April 21

33 Variations
April 20 – May 5

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
May 11 – May 27

SUBSCRIBERS ENJOY 
THE BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE!

Make the Most of the
Kalamazoo Public Library 

Before beginning any historical 
research project, in particular 
one involving genealogy, visit the 

Kalamazoo Public Library Web site, 
an extension of the Central Library’s 
local history department managed by 
local history specialist Beth Timmer-
man. At www.kpl.gov/local-history/
collection/ researchers will find a 
helpful, easy-to-negotiate wealth of 
information.

The Web site includes Web pages 
dedicated specifically to genealogy. 
Such useful items available at www.
kpl.gov/genealogy/ from the conve-
nience of a home computer include 
recommended books on the topic, in-
formation about obituaries and local 
cemeteries, and related library event 
postings. Two workshops held each 
fall, for example, include “Geneal-
ogy Lock-In” on September 23 from 
6 p.m. until 10 p.m. and “Intro to 
Genealogy” on October 7, from 9:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m., both at the Central 
Library location.

Other online resources include 
a new service related to historical 
photography that is available by click-
ing on “Focus: Identifying and Dating 
Photographs.”

After browsing this and other ge-
nealogy help options, if you still can’t 
find what you need, you can easily 
click the “contact” listing and make 
your specific needs known in order to 
get personal attention.

Do you prefer a more personal, 
hands-on search? The Central 
Library’s local history collections 
department is fully staffed and full 
of a variety of primary sources that 
include magazines, newspapers, 
historical documents, and maps, to 
name a few. Timmerman and her staff 
would be happy to assist if you stop 
by or call 269-553-7842.  
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signatures all up and down its sides. 
Whichever way we go, we must come back. The western 

entrance is too far away, through acres of grassland to the 
five-car parking lot on Drake. So walk the paths again, notic-
ing a grape leaf eaten into a perfect circle, surrounded by green 
beads. Those must be the eaters, geometry wired into their tiny 
brains. And here’s the cinder path, rising deliberately, almost 
showing the rails that moved the freight a century or two ago. 
The deep stone steps. The entrance. Winchell Avenue. 

We’re the inmates at Asylum Lake, patient sometimes, 
sometimes raging, rattling the bars. But always grateful for 
the Lake, tucked out of the wind, waving just enough to let us 
know we’re welcome. 

Over the Encore publishing season this year, we hope to print 
others’ responses to this question about defining the Kalamazoo 
Spirit, and we invite each of you to consider your answer and then 
submit a written response of 400–500 words to editor@encoreka-
lamazoo.com. If your writing is selected for publication, we will 
notify you in advance.

As author Wendell Berry writes, “Nobody can discover the 
world for somebody else. Only when we discover it for ourselves 
does it become common ground and a common bond and we cease 
to be alone.” 

left up the hill before you get to the stream. 
The path rises and before long you can look 
out to your right, the south, and see Little 
Asylum Lake, young sister of your Lake. 
If it’s evening, you’ll see the lights of cars 
along the south shore. Further up, you’ll 
come to a gate — some friendly person’s 
property. Keep going. She doesn’t seem to 
mind. Soon you’re out on Taliesin Drive, 
right beside the house where Ann and Eric Brown used to live. 

But we continue south across the stream that flows all year 
long — freezing weather, drought, it doesn’t notice. If you’re a 
rock dancer, you can take the steep path down to the stream 
and hop on the flat limestones, tapping your own rhythm. 

Across the stream, two choices. We can go straight ahead, 
south, on a slender path with woods as usual and a slope of 
clear prairie up on the right, grassland, a place to take your 
hungry sheep on a summer day. They’ll enjoy the view as well 
as the salad. On the left, Little Asylum Lake and a view of those 
lucky cottagers who, in the winter, ski down and pole them-
selves out on the ice. Ahead we hear — then see — traffic on 
Parkview Avenue and the new walking bridge beside the road 
where Little Asylum narrows and flows out to the south. 

The other choice. We can follow the main dog-walking 
path west along the shore, checking the grape leaves, milk-
weed, poison ivy. In the water, ducks, lilies, a pair of swans, 
necks almost touching. Then a concrete platform, just under 
the water, the site of a monk’s tower with meditation room. 
It lifted off in a huge October wind and dropped, with monk 
still on his knees, down in the Yucatan. We come to the meter, 
awkward as a census taker in a vacant lot, registering what? 
Breaths per minute of the passing couples? They’ve left their 

Spirit of Kalamazoo
(continued from page 22)

Asylum Lake at dusk.
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2255 W. Centre Avenue at Oakland Drive, Portage
(269)373-3200 | www.oaklandcentre.org

Celebrating

National Adult Day

Services Week

September 18 th- 24 th, 2011

PLEASE JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE FOR
ADULT DAY SERVICES AT OAKLAND CENTRE

Sunday, September 18th, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Learn how Adult Day Services at Oakland Centre

can help you care for your loved one.

Caring& Friendship
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We’d love to share your 
poetry with Kalamazoo-area 
readers. Please submit
a short personal profile to 
accompany it.

All the cars shown in the photograph date from before 1941. However, the marquis 
of the Michigan Theater displays “Thrill of a Romance” (starring Esther Williams 
and Van Johnson), which premiered in 1945. During WWII, with auto production 
suspended because of military needs, people had to drive their old cars. So the 
photo dates from 1945 or early 1946.

Trivia Column by Maureen Massie

Photography Way Back When
Answer!
(question on page 10)
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SERVICES

 Private Duty Home Care  Housekeeping/Laundry
 Home Health Aides, Companions  Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care
 Free In-Home Patient Assessment  Medication Set-up
 Personal Care Bathing/Dressing  Shopping/Transportation
 Meal Preparation  24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

8080 Moorsbridge Road, Portage www.absolutehomecare.info

(269) 324-8080    (888) 875-8080

DR. JAMES CARTER captured 
his Bronson Park fountain 
image early one Sunday this 
summer in what he calls the “magic light” of 
morning. “It’s peaceful, the sun’s up, and there’s 
a beautiful blue sky. Then you see these colors in 
the water and think whether this is some kind of 
a message.” Noting that the rainbow leads to the 
band shell and the church, he says, “Kalamazoo is 
a community with tremendous artistic talent, and 
we were founded as a faith-based community, so I 
thought the picture represented Kalamazoo.”

Having been intrigued by photography 
since the eighth grade, Carter, who was raised in 
Parchment, describes himself as preferring to be 
“the one behind the camera and not in front of the 
camera.” He said he became a serious student of 
the art about 30 years ago when he started taking 
classes at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts. He 
made the leap from film and darkroom to digital 
photography about 10 years ago, and he credits Jim 
Riegel, the former chair of photography at the KIA, 
with leading him down his digital photography 
path, describing him as a Photoshop expert. As a 
result of Riegel’s influence, Carter says, “I am very 
comfortable with both digital photography and 

Adobe Photoshop.”
Carter’s rainbow fountain image was 

a hand-held shot with his Nikon D2X in 
RAW format and then stored as a tiff file. 
He used a Nikon 18–200 mm vibration-

reduction zoom lens with an f/9 aperture, 
1/250th speed and ISO 200. The colors were 
adjusted very slightly in Photoshop and the 
image was cropped to fit the page. 

Dr. Carter is employed at Bronson Methodist 
Hospital. He earned his undergraduate and M.D. 
credentials at Michigan State University and then 
headed to Mayo Clinic for an internship and 
residency. He returned to Kalamazoo in 1977 
to run the residency and teaching programs at 
Bronson Methodist Hospital and Borgess Medical 
Center and for many years also maintained a small 
private practice. He and his wife, Carol, employed 
at the Kalamazoo Community Foundation, 
married 40 years ago and have two sons. While 
Encore would like readers to believe his formal 
dress in his photograph was specifically for this 
inaugural centerfold, the truth is the photo was 
taken at a family wedding.

Despite Carter’s many contributions to the 
community, he sees his life here another way, 
saying: “Kalamazoo has truly been wonderful 

to me.” 

Profile

Foto Stop
Entries Wanted!
The Kalamazoo area is a great 
place to live. Ask the many local 
photographers who have captured 
the lifestyle here. Be it the 
wonders of the natural world in 
our area, a cityscape that causes 
fond memories, or an individual 
or group activity that seems to 
speak of Kalamazoo-area living, 
seeing such images spark both 
memories and community pride.

This is why we have added a 
new photo feature centerfold to 
Encore this year, and we invite 
photographers of all ages and 
abilities to submit for publication a 
favorite image they believe depicts 
a memorable local moment in 
time. To submit your photo, e-mail 
editor@encorekalamazoo.com or 
contact Midtown Gallery’s Terry 
Nihart (midtownkalamazoo@
yahoo.com), who is assisting with 
this photography feature. Please 
provide a short rationale detailing 
why your photo is representative 
of living here.

Please join Dr. James Carter, 
our first feature photographer, 
in providing a compelling and 
thoughtful look at the richness 
of our lives — one photograph 
at a time.
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NEW BEGINNINGS

When you make your fall travel plans, make 
your trip even more enjoyable. Avoid the 
hassle of driving to a distant airport, and 
shop flights through the Kalamazoo/Battle 
Creek International Airport. Vacation, after 
all, should start at home. Take advantage of 
our 30-minute parking to check out the look 
and feel of your new terminal. 

Safe. Simple. Convenient.

YOU’VE ARRIVED.



Keep your options open.
Your physician has powerful tools to provide you with medical images.

Even an Olympic swimmer with a 7-foot arm span
can stretch out in KNI’s high-field open magnet.

MRI patients who need more room, who feel uneasy in 
tight spaces, or who need specialty exams for orthopedic 
procedures often find comfort in high-field open magnets. 

KNI partners with Borgess to provide the most powerful 
and versatile medical imaging equipment available in 
Southwest Michigan. Working with Premier Radiology, KNI 
has the medical expertise to provide your physician with
the test results you need.

KNI will continue to introduce area physicians to new 
developments in breast imaging, cardiac imaging, 
neuroimaging, orthopedic imaging and functional imaging. 

So, when medical imaging is important to you or your 
family, learn more about your options at www.kniimaging. com.


