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 Back by popular demand, Richland’s 
Clocktower Green presents its second 
annual summer concert series. Every 
Thursday evening this summer we will 
feature cool tunes to refresh your summer 
soul. The courtyard is a beautiful and breezy 
location to enjoy these songs of summer – 
especially when they’re FREE. The surround-
ing shops are filled with tasteful delights 
for both the eyes and the palate. This is the 
place to be on those sultry evenings 
to get your weekend off 
to a proper start.

8860 NORTH 32ND STREET, RICHLAND, MI 49083
www.clocktowergreen.com

 FREE  6:30 to 9 p.m. Thursday evenings.

 June 18  Quint Essential BONES
 June 25  North Point Combo
  July 2 Harvest Home
 July 9  Keith & Nancy Carman
 July 16 Mark Duval & Traci Seuss
 July 23 Earlie Braggs Quartet
 July 30 Martha Reid & Friends
 August 6 Harvest Home
 August 13 Quint Essential BONES
 August 20 Brothers Kalamazov
 August 27 Earlie Braggs Quartet
 September 3 Mark Duval & Traci Seuss
  September 10 North Point Combo
 September 17 Keith & Nancy Carman
 September 24 Martha Reid & Friends  

  Band schedule is subject to change. 

Extraordinary floral design.

Fine food and 
drinks in a 
great location.

Fine art, great gifts. Kalamazoo’s only 
specialty bake shop.

A huge collection 
of fine fabrics.

Supported by:
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tickets (269) 387-2300 | box offices: miller auditorium & epic center
$30, $22 adults | $5 students or ages 25 & under

Thursday, May14 | 8:00 PM
Dalton Center Recital Hall, WMU

stefon harris and blackout

As I begAn to plAn how I want to spend my summer, a couple 
of totally unrelated memories came to mind. The first was the 
1990s song by Luther Vandross and Janet Jackson with the 
title “The Best Things in Life are Free.” The second was Tip 

O’Neill’s advice that “all politics are local.” 
My rearrangement of these comes out as 
“the best things in life are local,” and the 
most important plans for my summer 
include supporting local businesses and 
organizations. With just a bit of thought, 
I am reminded that the State of Michigan 
in general and the Kalamazoo community 
in particular are awash in exceptional 

opportunities of which I intend to consciously avail myself.
As a fan and supporter of the arts, I will be attending a 

variety of events this summer. My calendar has notes about 
activities such as the Fontana Summer Festival, concerts in 
area parks, KIA exhibits and Bronson Park Art Fair, Art Hops, 
and a variety of local live-theater events. Surely I won’t be 
able to attend all of these, let alone those I haven’t listed, but 
perhaps some of you can fill in for me.

Some of the other entertainment and recreational 
activities that are on the tentative agenda include visits to 
area museums with grandkids, a Kalamazoo Kings or Tigers 
baseball game, downtown festivals, Kalamazoo Nature Center, 

various hiking trails, local lakes, and area golf courses. I am not 
sure I have enough days in the summer to get to all of these places, 
but I plan to give it my best effort. Again, I am going to depend on 
Encore readers to fill in for me wherever you find the fun.

Thinking of all this activity has made me hungry and longing 
for the magnificent Michigan-grown food that will be available 
during the coming months. I will certainly try to join the many 
people who enjoy visits to area farmers’ markets and will make it a 
point to stop at the countless fruit and vegetable stands along area 
roads when driving to and from the events that will take me into 
the country. And, when I make trips to the grocery store, I will 
be looking at labels to find food that is grown as close to home as 
possible, as I have been doing since my consciousness was raised 
in this direction about a year ago. 

Now, I am no isolationist — I am taking a vacation out of state 
this summer; and I do buy products from beyond our borders, but 
I know that when I spend my dollars with a local organization 
or business, three times as much money stays local as when I 
purchase from a national chain. And, what the heck, I can even 
aspire to calling myself  “green” by focusing on what’s local.

Have a great summer enjoying the rewards of supporting your 
community.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Rick Briscoe

Rick Briscoe
Publisher
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Wachovia Securities
425 West Michigan Avenue
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

 Wachovia Securities is now part of Wells Fargo. Together, we form a team that 

has successfully navigated fluctuating economic times and volatile markets on behalf of  

our clients. Both companies have a proud history and have been recognized for our  

outstanding performance and exceptional client service. In fact, Wells Fargo was once 

again named as one of Barron’s* Most Respected Companies in the world. 

 We are fully invested in your financial success and are prepared to guide you 

each step along the way. Now, more than ever, you can rely on the strength and stability  

of our team.

 If today’s markets have you second-guessing your investment plan, talk with one  

of our Financial Advisors today.

One team, 
 twice as strong.  

Investment and Insurance Products:    u NOT FDIC Insured     u NO Bank Guarantee    u MAY Lose Value

* As seen in Barron’s on 9/8/2008. Barron’s is a registered trademark of Dow Jones. Wells Fargo Wealth Management Group provides financial products and services through various banking and brokerage affiliates of Wells Fargo & Company, including Wells 
Fargo Investments, LLC (member SIPC). ©2009 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.Wachovia Securities is the trade name used by two separate, registered broker-dealers and non-bank affiliates of Wells Fargo & Company providing certain retail 
securities brokerage services: Wachovia Securities, LLC, and Wachovia Securities Financial Network, LLC, Members SIPC. ©2009 Wachovia Securities, LLC. All rights reserved. 0109-0335 DDB-294PCS  A1418
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thousands of flowers.
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Peter The Great alive.
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future for Fontana.
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Cover photographs courtesy of Kalamazoo In Bloom and City of Portage.
Guess Who photography by Don Rice and John Gilroy.
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Improving lives is 

MRC President 
CHRIS ZEIGLER’s 

main mission. 
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“Keep moving” is the message of 

GOTR, led by SANDY
BARRY-LOKEN.
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MARILyN CLEAR doesn’t seem 
to take no for an answer. She is 
simultaneously director of the 

Paw Paw Wine and Harvest Festival, as-
sistant to the director of the Downtown 
Development Association of Paw Paw, 
and director of Kalamazoo In Bloom. 
And while each organization is of great 
interest to the community, it is her con-
nection with Kalamazoo In Bloom that 
puts the posies in her pocket.

Marilyn says she’s “just out there 
doing the job,” but her dedication wafts, 

quite literally, of the sweet smell of sum-
mer. She has been with Kalamazoo In 
Bloom (formerly Kalamazoo Flowerfest) 
for 19 years, starting as assistant to the 
director and then becoming director in 
her second year.

“One reason Flowerfest (and now 
Kalamazoo In Bloom) evolved was be-
cause of the bedding-plant industry. The 
area is the largest producer of bedding 
plants in the region,” Marilyn says. “This 
was a way to attract visitors to down-
town Kalamazoo.”

The organization is now 25 years 
old, and from the beginning it has been 
successful: In 1991, Kalamazoo Flow-
erfest was honored with the Governor’s 
Tourism Award for its efforts.

In the early years, Flowerfest’s focus 
was on a three-day festival, always dur-
ing the third week in July. Then in 2002, 
sponsored by the Kalamazoo bedding in-
dustry, the organization entered Kalama-
zoo into the America-In-Bloom contest 
and brought home the first place award 
for communities in the 100,000–300,000 
population category.

“When we entered it, we thought it 

would be just about our beautification 
efforts, but it took in a lot more, like our 
recycling, waste-water treatment plant, 
our green spaces, our prairie land ... so 
the contest took a lot of research.

“We entered as a county while most 
everybody else entered as a city, so it 
put us in competition with large cities,” 
Marilyn recalls.

Other competitors included Akron, 
Ohio, Des Moines, Iowa, and Modesto, 
Calif., and the award brought national 
recognition to Kalamazoo as it was ac-
cepted in Washington, D.C.

Due to its broad criteria — floral 
displays, environmental awareness, 
landscaped areas, tidiness, urban forestry, 
heritage preservation, turf and ground-
covers, and community involvement —
Marilyn gives the entire community 
credit for winning it. 

While other awards have been won 
since this occasion, this particular award 
was key in moving the organization 
forward from a three-day festival to year-
long beautification efforts. According to 
Marilyn, the board, currently comprised 
of 25–30 volunteers, began to ask the 

Bronson Park planting occurs in May and requires a continual maintenance effort by the city and volunteers.

KIB Director Marilyn Clear and Linda Stafford, 
Flowerfest president at the time, accept the Gov-
ernor’s Tourism Community Award in 1991 from 
Governor John Engler. Formerly Kalamazoo County 
Flowerfest and now named Kalamazoo In Bloom, 
the organization has had an ongoing impact on the 
community’s positive image for 25 years.
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question: “Why are we paying for sound 
systems, entertainment, and food ven-
dors when what we are about is beautifi-
cation — making Kalamazoo a place that 
people want to live or come downtown 
to work or play?”

The result was a name change from 
Flowerfest to Kalamazoo In Bloom, with 
a mission that has recently evolved to 
read: “To enhance the beauty of Kalama-
zoo County and encourage community 
pride by planting and maintaining flower 
beds and supporting activities that cel-
ebrate the history and traditions of the 
area’s plant industries.”

Marilyn emphasizes that her job 
is administrative, and while she helps 
with the planting and maintenance, the 
flower aspect of the organization is left 
to gardeners and greenhouses. “We have 
planning and planting committees, and I 
do take part in these,” she says, explain-
ing that each year in November they lay 
the plans for flower beds for the next 
season. Sometimes, she says, their plans 
don’t materialize exactly as planned: 
such as when a certain plant they would 
like doesn’t become available, or when 
they experience financial shortfalls due 
to diminished funding or donations. 

This year, for example, Kalamazoo 
in Bloom needs $75,000 to cover the cost 
of flowers and operating expenses, and 
in this weak economy, raising that kind 
of money has been difficult. Marilyn says 
that despite the economic downturn, 
this year all the beds will be planted and 

the peacock will still be on display. What 
might not happen is replacing planters in 
various places. 

One year the organization had to cut 
back on flowers used for the well-known 
peacock in Bronson Park. The resulting 
criticism necessitated reminders that 
flowers cost money and ample donations 
are needed to prevent cutbacks.

All levels of giving are appreciated 
and are tax deductible, but if the donation 
is $300 or greater, the sponsor’s name is 
displayed within a bed that also indicates

the type of flower and, often, the name 
of a volunteer who has adopted the bed 
in order to care for it throughout the 
season.

The volunteer effort, now more than 
250 strong, has been in place for the 
duration of the organization’s 25 years, 
according to Marilyn, and some of those 
volunteers have been dedicated to caring 
for the same bed since the beginning.

In 2008 Kalamazoo In Bloom was 
able to replace the original planters in 
Bronson Park and hopes to be able to 

The most well-known floral display 
made by Kalamazoo In Bloom is the 
peacock in Bronson Park. Shown here 
are the peacock body prior to being 
planted and the finished masterpiece. 

The Portage canoe, financed largely with volunteer donations, can be visually enjoyed yearly 
at the city offices.
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Marilyn Clear,
Kalamazoo in Bloom 
Director

9S U M M E R  2 0 0 9  •  E N C O R E  



bloom

replace those in Portage this year. While 
some of the support comes from city 
governments, foundations, and Down-
town Kalamazoo Incorporated (DKI), 
individual and corporate donations are 
critical.

Kalamazoo In Bloom volunteers 

plant at 13 sites, including such places as 
Celery Flats and Portage’s Library Lane 
and City Center area, Bronson Park, Kala-
mazoo’s Eastern Gateway, the Kalamazoo 
Mall, Arcadia Creek Festival Site, the 
Kalamazoo transportation center, and the 
airport. In addition, Kalamazoo In Bloom 

Answer on page 53.

In what years did the Kalamazoo State Hospital, 
which officially opened in August of 1859, reach  
its highest patient count, and how many buildings did 
that hospital encompass during its peak years?

Gardening Hats Off  to Mike Blakley 
By Penny Briscoe

Mike Blakley is at it again this spring 
— throwing himself full tilt into the 
task of providing flowers and vegeta-
bles for the enjoyment of others.

A Master Gardener since the 
early 1980s, Blakley’s most visible 
endeavor is the famous Kalamazoo-
In-Bloom peacock in Bronson Park, 
which has been a mainstay there since 
the organization’s beginning. Since 
the very first creation, and right up 
to the present, Blakley, now 89, has 
been the CEO of peacock production, 
overseeing his small committee as 
the bird is fashioned each May. The 
planting includes at least 27 flats of 
flowers, mostly begonias, in the body 
alone. Blakley says he’s found that the 
begonias hold up well for the body and 
head and don’t require a lot of upkeep. 
But the colorful tail is a whole other 
story — and dozens and dozens of ad-
ditional flowers.

These days Blakley relies on his 
chief assistant, Don Weaver, to do the 
lion’s share of assembling the head and 
body. Weaver, also a Master Gardener 
and Kalamazoo In Bloom’s head gar-
dener, brings in a lift bucket to place 
the famous bird’s head. But make no 
mistake: Blakley is still in charge.

Relatively speaking, growing 
flowers is a fairly recent pastime for 
Blakley, who claims to have been a 
vegetable gardener since childhood. 
And, although he admits to growing 
more flowers than vegetables in “re-
cent” history, it is his love for vegetable 
growing that has no doubt landed him 
in the company of some of Kalama-
zoo’s most caring citizens.

To this day, in his tiny, home-
made, backyard greenhouse, Blakley 
grows almost all of the starter plants 
for the Humphrey Products communi-
ty vegetable garden that was originally 
initiated by him to feed the needy. He 
estimates that 2,000 vegetable plants 
of various varieties are germinated 

Foucault Pendulum
(Experiment in Physics Class, 1938)

Behold this hand-hung thing
That hob-nobs with the spheres!
Hanging on a slender thread
Suspended from the ceiling loft,
At dawn it swung its silent arc
Along the straight lines of the floor-boards.
Now, high noon, before our unbelieving eyes,
It crosses at an angle to the lines
The classroom floor has turned beneath it,
As it kept its place among the stars.

All day the unsuspecting campus trees and hills
Have assumed to stand their ground,
But in this portion of a day
The grounds, the hillside, and the oak tree
All have moved in Space, except the swinging bob.

While Earth pursued its wonted path
Around the sun,
Churning as it went, a quarter-turn upon itself,
This kept serenely on
Along its charted track in chartless space.

And we are left to ponder; 
Beneath our feet there is the earth.
Beyond the earth—the universe,
Beyond—Divinity.

   By Claire Olds

Encore published this poem last month with a spelling error in the title. We apologize to Claire 
and hope readers will realize that the error was not Claire’s. A former high school math teacher 
who also loves poetry, she has been a frequent contributor to Encore. During World War II, she 
joined the U.S. Marine Corps (Women’s Reserve), and following, moved to Hartford, Mich., 
where, with her husband, she raised two sons. In 1993 Claire moved to Kalamazoo and cur-
rently resides at Friendship Village (“A good life!” she said).
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Gardening Hats Off  to Mike Blakley 
By Penny Briscoe

from seeds he plants there each year 
in the very early spring. He nurtures 
them — and fondly coaxes them along 
— until they are mature enough for 
planting in the garden, a task accom-
plished by him and about 50 other 
volunteers, who also tend the plants 
until production time.

Blakley approached Humphrey 
Products in 1986 about the idea of 
providing food to Loaves and Fishes 
from a large garden on their property. 
Company employees had planted their 
own gardens there but began to lose 
interest, so this seemed like a natural 
progression to Blakley. After getting 
a “yes” for an answer, the project was 
adopted by the Master Gardeners, and 
the result has been as many as 23,000 
pounds of vegetables donated to vari-
ous food banks every year.

While Blakley has received 
awards throughout the years for his 
efforts, and claims he “just has to keep 
busy,” this former Marine and retired 
district manager of Thermogas Co. 
clearly goes to all this trouble because, 
well, he’s a really nice guy!  

Mike Blakley has been known in Master 
Gardener circles since the early 1980s. 
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partners with area neighborhoods and 
schools to plant promise gardens, which 
they hope help inspire growth as citizens.

Marilyn says Kalamazoo In Bloom 
strives to cover anywhere people are 

coming in. “We’re the first thing they are 
going to see.” 

Not all areas to be planted are easy, 
she notes as she describes the problems 
of the Eastern Gateway. “Along Michigan 

The only perennial garden planted and maintained by Kalamazoo In Bloom, the Japanese garden located 
across from City Hall features a Japanese maple that was a gift from Kalamazoo’s sister city, Numazu, 
and which sent delegates to dedicate the garden. Recently a Katsura tree was added. Kalamazoo-In-
Bloom volunteer and Master Gardener Becky Yaple is the main keeper of this garden. “I love anything 
Japanese,” she says. 
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Whether you are yearning for 
an outdoor dose of music or a 
chance to peruse a variety of 

visual arts in the fresh air of summer, 
the Kalamazoo area has many free 
events from which to choose. Among 
them are those that have become 
not-to-be-missed traditions in the 
Kalamazoo area.

Sponsored by the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts, the 58th annual art 
fair, the second oldest continuously 
running event of its kind in the na-
tion, kicks off at 9 a.m. on June 6 in 
Bronson Park. Art created by a wide 
variety of contemporary American 
artists can be enjoyed, and, while 
there, visitors get to experience the 
surrounding flowers provided by 
Kalamazoo In Bloom.

Fête de la Musique, originating in 

It’s Free
and Outdoors
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Time well spent.
Your time is valuable. Not only in your

day-to-day life, but as you plan for

your future. You’ll find we honor both

your time and your investment needs

with a commitment to solid performance

and to personal service, as you define it.

Experience. Integrity. Success.

259 East Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI

269.349.0800    www.arcimc.com

REgistered Investment Advisors since 1987

France as World Music Day and held each 
year on June 21, is quickly becoming a 
Kalamazoo tradition as well. 2009 marks 
the third year of public music on this 
day in Kalamazoo and provides not only 
a venue for musicians of all sorts, from 
amateurs to professionals, but it provides 
a leisurely atmosphere for music lovers to 
drink in the first day of summer mean-
dering through the streets of Kalamazoo 
from 12 noon until 10 p.m., listening to 
dozens and dozens of musical groups in 
a variety of settings. Sponsored locally by 
the Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo, 
the event will correspond this year with 
the Concerts in the Park performance 
of Tri-Fi, which features phenomenal 
musical chemistry in a classic-jazz piano 
trio. At 4 p.m. each Sunday throughout 
the summer, this concert series features a 
different group through August 30. 

The Kalamazoo Symphony Or-

chestra Summer Park Concerts series 
includes four scheduled events in 2009, 
all at 8 p.m., including: Sunday, July 12, 
in Kalamazoo’s Bronson Park; Monday, 
July 13, in Parchment’s Kindleberger 
Park; Thursday, July 16, in Three Rivers’ 
Scidmore Park; and Friday, July 17, at 
Portage’s Overlander Band Shell.

Barry Ross will be directing the full 
orchestra, and each concert will feature 
vocalist Jennifer Lindsay, winner of the 
KSO Broadway Challenge.

Clearly, there’s nothing like fresh air 
mixed with fine music and an atmo-
sphere of friendship to provide a perfect 
Michigan-summer evening.  

The Otsego Jazz Ensemble is one of 
many musical groups enjoyed in the 

past during Kalamazoo’s Fête de la 
Musique on June 21, sponsored by the 

Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo.
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Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services o�ered  
through InterSecurities, Inc., member FINRA, SIPC and Registered Investment Advisor.  

Non Securities products and services are not o�ered through InterSecurities, Inc.

Will Your Investments 

Keep Up with Your  
Lifestyle?

You work hard and deserve to enjoy your retirement years.  
Are your investments working as hard as you are?

Professional financial planning may help secure your retirement  
so you can enjoy the next stage.

It’s Personal. It’s Possible.
Make the Wiser Move.
Your initial consultation is free. Call today.

6100 Stadium Dr.  Kalamazoo, MI  49009  
(269) 372.1430  /  (800) 292.1472   /   www.rbwiser.comLD
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THE FOUNTAINS offers so much more than
a service-enriched retirement living

environment. From our delicious meals and
wide variety of social activities to our friendly
staff, our residents find they have the time to
enjoy what’s most important to them while
living amidst beautiful surroundings.

Call 269-382-3546 or visit us today 
to discover maintenance-free living.

Experience life 
to the fullest

Enrich your retirement at

1700 Bronson Way, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 • www.sunriseseniorliving.com
Independent Living • Assisted Living • Nursing & Rehabilitative Care

bloom

Avenue is a very scary area to plant be-
cause of the close proximity to the road-
way and fast-flowing traffic.” In addition, 
watering the flower baskets on the bridge 
over the Kalamazoo River is tedious and 
for several years two volunteers attended 
to those flowers by dragging along a 
wagonful of milk cartons containing 
water; but they eventually had to give it 
up due to the difficulty. 

Marilyn has observed that some 
companies are stepping up to take part 
in planting as well. She says she has 
noticed that once Kalamazoo In Bloom 
begins to plant an area, inhabitants of 
the area often begin to take better care of 
it themselves. 

In an effort to cut down on the van-
dalism to the flowers, the organization has 
started involving youth in the process. “I 
actually planted a flower bed with some 
little gals who had never planted anything 
before in their lives. Later, I was weeding 
that same bed and one of them walked 
up proudly with her mother, pointed, and 
said, ‘That’s the bed I planted.’”

“If you come to Kalamazoo, one of 
the first things you see is beautiful flow-
ers, grounds that are kept very nice; it 
looks like an inviting place,” says Mari-
lyn, who believes this first impression is 
of great value.

Volunteers will be out in force 
again this season, with planting day for 
Portage on May 15 near City Hall and for 
Kalamazoo in Bronson Park on May 21. 
Volunteers should bring gloves, trow-
els and knee pads and expect to work 
between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., with 
lunch provided.

Don Weaver, chairperson of the
Kalamazoo In Bloom planning and 
planting committee, easily explains why 
he believes all this hoopla about planting 
is so important: “I like flowers and the 
opportunity to serve and give back in an 
area I was blessed in. When you are there 
and working and people say ‘thank you,’ 
or have a hard day and walk through the 
park and it makes their day a little better, 
it warms your heart to think you can do 
something for somebody.”  
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ERRy MOTyCKA was writing 
a book on the history of Kalama-
zoo when one chapter suddenly 

launched itself into a book of its own. “It 
just wrote itself,” she says. “I had heard 
that happens.”

The intended book was to have 
been an easy-reading tome of, perhaps, 
400 pages, titled “Kalamazoo: Things 
you Never Knew,” with 19 chronological 
chapters followed by what Terry calls 
“the Reader’s Digest way” of presenting 
information about topics such as police 
and firemen, theaters, place names, and 
extraordinary entrepreneurs. Writing in 
a humorous, folksy manner about “facts 
that are unusual,” she wanted the book 

to be “not just for historians but some-
thing that regular people would want.” 

But, while researching the chapter 
on sports, she kept finding snippets here 
and there about a horse that was foaled 
back in 1895 at The Oaklands in what 
is now the heart of Western Michigan 
University’s main campus. She read that 
it had won four harness races, took two 
seconds and a third, was unceremoni-
ously shunted to a stable as a “loser” for 
not coming in first every time, sold at 
auction in spite of an unkempt appear-
ance, put out to stud, and became known 
as the greatest trotting sire in horserac-
ing history. Whoa! Can that be?

Sure enough, Peter The Great, 

whose progeny are winning races around 
the globe, is recognized throughout the 
racing world as the “famous trotting 
sire from Kalamazoo.” His birthplace 
is marked by a dome-shaped stone and 
plaque on the lawn of the elegant man-
sion that stands near the university’s 
administration building. Do you know 
that? Terry, if she were a betting woman, 
would bet that you don’t. But, it is true. 

As an example of Peter’s great-
ness, the wording on Peter’s tombstone 
in West Baden, Ind. — yes, this horse 
has both a birth stone and a tomb-
stone — reads: “SIRE OF 661 RECORD 
PERFORMERS [and] DAMS OF 971 
RECORD PERFORMERS.”

The story of Peter The Great will go down in 
Kalamazoo history, t hanks to t he work of a 
local admirer.

Peter The Great stands in the winner’s circle at the Kentucky Futurity on 
October 6, 1898, winning by over 20 lengths in only his second-ever race. He 
spent the previous spring and summer learning how to trot at The Oaklands, 
a 600-acre horse farm on what is now the main campus of Western Michigan 
University. In the sulky is trainer Peter V. Johnston, the horse’s namesake.

Terry Motycka with her book, “The Life and 
Legacy of Peter The Great.”

By Robert M. Weir
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Never having been to a race-
track, Terry, at first, presumed that 
these numbers represented his total 
offspring. No, she learned, a “record 
performer” is a horse that has won — 
not merely finished second or third — at 
least one official harness race. 

Over 1,600 of Peter’s descendents — 
in the first and second generation alone 
— won races. Terry adds, “And records 
were poorly kept at that time. These are 
the record performers that we know of 
for sure.”

It quickly became clear to Terry that 
this horse, Peter The Great, bred win-
ners — and deserved much, much more 
than a mere mention in her Kalamazoo 
history book. 

But it gets better. A book Terry 
received from John Peck, the editor of 
Harness Racing International magazine 
in Victoria, Australia, lists over 10,000 
of Peter’s progeny who have won — not 
just any old race — but at least one of the 
most prestigious races around the world. 
That’s impressive, but what’s this about 
Terry receiving this comprehensive 
genealogical list of Peter The Great’s off-
spring from a harness-racing aficionado 
in Australia? 

Sure enough. Terry’s book, “The Life 
and Legacy of Peter The Great: Famous 
trotting sire from Kalamazoo,” has liter-
ally opened both local and global doors 
for her and her husband, Jim. 

After the book came out in August 
2006, Terry’s first book signing 
and presentation was, appro-

priately, for the Kalamazoo County 
Historical Society. Soon thereafter, she 
was featured at The Oaklands where she 
presented two, leather-bound copies and 
was interviewed by WMUK-FM an-
nouncer/producer Lorraine Caron. She 
has spoken and signed books at dozens of 
locations, including: the Portage District 
Library; the Kalamazoo Ladies’ Library 
Association; the Beacon Club; several of 
Michigan’s horserace tracks; one in Indi-
ana; another in Illinois; The Red Mile in 
Lexington, Ky. (see contents-page photo); 

and a horse auction in Indianapolis.
On October 4, 2008, The Red Mile 

was the site of the Kentucky Futurity, 
which is one of the Trotting Triple Crown 
races for Standardbreds — akin to the 
Kentucky Derby for Thoroughbreds. It 
was at this race 110 years earlier on Octo-
ber 6, 1898, that Peter The Great became 
famous when he won by an astounding 20 
lengths (about 160 feet) over the course 
of one mile — and it was only the second 
race of his life! And, get this, the two fast-
est horses there in 2008, Celebrity Secret 
and Deweycheatumnhowe, who raced 
head-to-head in the final heat, are both 
descended from Peter The Great.

At Indiana Downs Raceway in 
Shelbyville, Ind., Terry and Jim were 
privileged to ride in the car to which 
a starting gate, with metal arms that 
stretch across the track, is affixed. “The 
driver faces forward and the race official 
faces back to make sure things are going 
right,” Terry says, describing the seating 
arrangement. “Jim rode in the front pas-
senger seat, looking down the track, and 
I rode in the back, looking at the horses.” 

Unlike Thoroughbreds that stand in 
a stationary starting gate, Standardbreds 
line up flank-to-flank behind a hinged 
gate, mounted on an automobile, a third 
of a mile shy of the starting line. As the 
vehicle moves forward, the horses follow, 
picking up speed in unison. A race of-
ficial makes sure the horses and sulkies 
are properly positioned. Then, at the 
starting line, the car speeds ahead, the 
gate arms fold in, and, “They’re Off!” 

“The horses were running about 40 
miles per hour at the start. It was night-
time in October. I could see their breath, 
and I could see how hard they were 
working,” Terry says of this rare treat, 
especially exciting for someone who had 
never been to a racetrack before discov-
ering Peter The Great. 

Hanging around the track, such as 
at the Kentucky Futurity, Terry and Jim 
have hobnobbed with owners of some of 
the top harness-racing horses in the na-
tion. “The people who follow the horses 
often have color-coordinated shirts and 
hats with the names of their horses 
embroidered on them, front and back,” 

Kalamazoo’s famous horse enjoyed a close friendship with caretaker Jake Councelman during Peter’s 
final years when he stood at stud at Laurel Hill Farm in Indianapolis.
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says Jim. One owner, who had paid $2 
million for one of Peter’s progeny several 
years before, Mach 3, had ordered a copy 
of Terry’s book online. Jim adds, “He was 
really nice, just another joe.”

New Jersey, Finland, Australia, 
New Zealand, Germany, Austria, Italy, 
Virginia, Kalamazoo, Canada, Georgia, 
New york, New Mexico, Ohio, England, 
France, Wales, Ann Arbor, Denmark, 
Belgium, Sweden, Norway, Lawrence 
(Mich.) — the locations to which she has 
sold books on eBay and Amazon.com 
also represent Terry’s world. She has a 
map of the United States that shows the 
26 states to which she has shipped copies 
— and the number sold in each. 

Engaging in what she calls “SSP — 
Shameless Self Promotion,” Terry has, so 
far, sold 729 books, readily reciting the 
number as a testament to her meticu-
lous memory and recordkeeping. “And 
the only reason I’ve sold that many is 
because I’ve really tried hard to do it,” 
she says. “I’m my own advertiser and 
marketer. I’m the everything.” 

Terry’s all-encompassing entrepre-
neurial attitude originated in her 
youth, living atop a tavern owned 

by her parents in a Chicago suburb in 

the 1950s and 1960s. Her mother and 
father had only one part-time employee, 
so they took turns tending bar and ate 
supper in shifts. Living near a train sta-
tion, Terry and her sisters sold hot pads 
they had woven to commuters, and Terry 
sold newspapers to patients in a nearby 
hospital. 

Married in 1971, Terry and Jim, 
who were high school sweethearts, 
moved to Michigan so Jim could attend 
WMU. They settled in Portage and 
purchased and operated Jim’s Family 
Market, a grocery in Marcellus. Their 
two daughters, Jenny and Kelly, attended 
Portage schools, played hockey from age 
6 through high school, and were Girl 
Scouts. Terry served as a troop leader 
and was on the board of directors for 
the Glowing Embers Girl Scout Council 
and the Kalamazoo Optimist Hockey 
Association. 

After reading “Portage and Its Past,” 
a history book by Grace J. Potts, she led 
the Girl Scouts on a tour of historical 
homes in Portage — a tour that sparked 
her inherent interest in history and fore-
shadowed her much greater, yet-to-come 
literary journey. 

In 1999, Terry, in addition to work-
ing at the grocery in Marcellus, took a 

part-time job at a Rite Aid in Portage. 
That move led to Jim being hired there 
full time in 2001 — he’s now store 
manager — and Terry assuming sole 
responsibility for the Marcellus gro-
cery’s day-to-day operation. When she 
and Jim sold the grocery in 2003, Terry 
turned her attention to writing — she 
now also works as the lead cashier at the 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
bookstore. 

“I loved reading as a kid. I loved 
Nancy Drew,” Terry says. “When we 
sold the store in October, I took it easy 
through Christmas and enjoyed the 
casual life. Then, about mid-January, I 
started the tutorial.”

Whoa! Tutorial? 
“I didn’t know how to type, so I 

checked out the tutorial from the li-
brary,” Terry explains. “It showed where 
to put my fingers on the keyboard.” 

As a credit to her dedication and 
determination, Terry crafted the manu-
script and did the layout and design 
work herself on Microsoft Word.

On what, one might ask?
yes, Word, a great word-processing 

program — but cumbersome for graph-
ics, photographs, and sidebars of which 
Peter The Great’s biography has many. 

peter the great

This tombstone stands in tribute to the memory of Peter The Great and the tremendous lineage he sired. Originally placed at the site of his burial in French 
Lick, Ind., at a dedication in 1938, it was later moved to nearby West Baden. 
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“Actually, I heard that from the first printer I went to. His jaw 
dropped and he said, ‘you used Word?’ I just thought that was 
how you did it,” Terry says, with the innocence of a persistent, 
creative problem-solver. 

For the black-and-white cover of the book, she chose a 
famous photograph of Peter The Great, taken in 1898 right after 
his victory of the Kentucky Futurity. The photo also shows 
trainer Peter V. Johnston (after whom Peter The Great is named) 
in the sulky; Johnston, one of the top trainers/drivers in Michi-
gan, was inducted into the Driver’s Hall of Fame for his work 
with Peter. The photo is framed by a setting of monochromatic 
rhinestones. “I took my mom’s photograph out (of the antique 
frame) and put Peter’s in and scanned it because I wanted a 
design that wouldn’t be a copyright problem,” she explains. 

For the graphic element on the section pages, Terry stood a 
decorative box, made of mirrored glass, on edge on her scanner. 
The three-dimensional floral patterns embossed in the surface 
gave her just the motif, typical of Peter’s era, that she wanted. 

The first press run for the 140-page book — with glossary, 
endnotes, and appendix — was a modest 150 copies. Immedi-
ate success called for another 150 copies only six weeks later. 
The book has been printed 15 times, with press runs of 50 to 60 
copies each. 

Throughout that 18-month creative process and more than 
two years of marketing, she thanks Jim for his stalwart support. 
“He’s been great,” she says. “From the beginning, he wanted me 
to follow my dream to write … but he thought it was going to be 
a different book,” she adds with a laugh.

As the sales orders for Peter’s story came in from around 
the world, several people entrenched in the harness 
racing community have begun to identify Terry as “the 

keeper of Peter’s legacy.”

Garlic Mustard

It’s up, an early riser, stretching,
unrolling its leaves under the bare
trunks of the hickories, ashes, oaks.
All the March air lacks

is a pinch of garlic, and the mustard
has it, just the scent to bring 
the bare woods back for an April
feast. We all admire 

the innovators, the Japanese 
who plant their Prius out on the hybrid 
road all by itself. That’s garlic 
mustard dancing, scattering 

seeds, while the staid dandelion 
roots down, lays out its leaves, 
issues again its standard bloom.  
Garlic finds a new 

continent, deep shade, oak leaves 
where annuals have never hoisted 
green flags before. Invasive, we say. 
Dutifully, I pull up 

handfuls of slim stems and pitch
them in, handful after handful, 
until the dumpster’s full. The garlic 
exits gracefully.  

Its roots are shallow, letting go, 
nodding to my zeal, which, 
it knows, will wane. yes, pull 
the roots, it says.

you’ve left some rich, moist soil,
loosened up. My seeds 
are sleeping there.

  By Conrad Hilberry

Conrad Hilberry, a professor emeritus at Kalamazoo College, 
is a poet of local and national renown. He has published nine 
books of poetry, including his most recent collections, “Player 
Piano” (2000) and “The Fingernail of Luck” (2005). He has 
won numerous writing awards and has served as a beloved 
mentor to countless aspiring poets.

This 3-year-old trotter, Deweycheatumnhowe, is Peter’s 9x great-grandson. 
He was the top trotter in the United States in 2008 and is considered to be a 
triathlete with superior swimming and show-horse capabilities.
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FREE
General Admission

OPEN DAILY

FREE
General Admission

OPEN DAILY

Kalamazoo Valley 
Museum presents

May/June 
Events For Adults 

3rd Annual 
Night at the Museum 
5/8 - 6:00 pm, Free
Join us for a sneak peak of our summer exhibit 
Jump to Japan: Discovering Culture Through 
Popular Art. You will also get a chance to attend 
free drawing classes and tour the museum.

Kalamazoo Animation 
Festival International 
5/9 - 11:00 am to 3:00 pm, Free
Come to the Museum for free viewings of past 
KAFI �lms.

Music At The Museum 
Thursdays, 7:30 pm, $5 
Great music – eclectic and performed live in a 
�ne acoustic listening room! 
5/7 - Who Hit John? 
They have been performing, jamming and 
busking around southwest Michigan since 2006.  
6/4 - bLuE daHLia 
A successful creative venture since 1997, bLuE 
daHLia has created numerous �lm scores for 
silent �lm and soundtracks for modern dance 
and theatre. 

Film Movement Series 
Thursdays, 7:30 pm, $3 
This is your chance to view award-winning 
foreign cinema on the big screen. 
5/21 - Marion Bridge (Canada) 93 min 
The story of three sisters paralyzed by family 
secrets.  In the midst of struggling to overcome 
her self-destructive behaviour, the youngest 
sister, Agnes, returns home determined to 
confront the past in a community built on 
avoiding it.

K’zoo Folklife Series 
Bring your instrument and Jam with KFO
Enjoy concerts and workshops. Visit our  
website for more details.
5/3 - 1:30 pm, Free

peter the great

That’s quite an honor. But why 
bestow it on this never-before-been-to-
a-track, first-time author from Por-
tage? She answers: While people in the 
racing community know if their horse 
is or is not descended from Peter The 
Great, “They haven’t done the historical 
research that I have. I probably know 
more about him than any other regular 
person. To my knowledge, there is not 
another book about Peter.” 

And her wealth of knowledge 
continues to grow. “I get e-mails and 
information about Peter from people all 
over the world,” she says. 

She has received, for example: a 
copy of American Horse Breeder maga-
zine, published three days after Peter’s 
death on March 25, 1923, that contains 
his obituary, a striking photograph, and 
the words Le Roi Est Mort (The King Is 
Dead); a copy of American Sportsman; 
a harness-racing magazine printed in 
1930, with a picture of Peter The Great 
on the cover even though he had died 
seven years earlier; another issue of the 
same turf magazine from 1928 with one 
of Peter’s sons, Peter Volo, on the cover; 
Horseman and Fair World magazine 
with another of Peter’s progeny, Glide-
master, winner of the Trotting Triple 
Crown and Horse of the year in 2006 
on the cover; and a March 2007 issue 

of Hoof Beats magazine with Donato 
Hanover, a descendent of Peter The Great 
and 2007 Horse of the year, on the cover. 

Terry points out that the top 13 
horses in the country in 2006 were all 
descendents of Peter The Great, as were 
all eight winners of the Trotting Triple 
Crown since its inception in 1955. Like 
she earlier surmised, this horse bred 
winners.

Terry is also adding to the portfolio 
of literature about Peter. Her articles 
have appeared in: the Historical Society 
of Michigan magazine, Chronicle; Michi-
gan Harness Horseman’s Association 
magazine; and Harness Racing Interna-
tional magazine, published in Victoria, 
Australia. 

Terry has received encouragement 
from Dave Bronson, a Kalamazoo horse 
owner, to start a Peter The Great Histori-
cal Society. “Dave suggests it would be 
a place to put together all the materials 
about Peter that people are sending me,” 
Terry states. As president, and with Dave 
as secretary, the fledgling organization 
would petition for a Michigan Historical 
Marker to be placed at The Oaklands. 
Special persons would be invited to be 
honorary members, including Kalama-
zoo resident Barb Eldridge, who is the 
great-granddaughter of Peter V. John-
ston, Peter’s trainer and driver when he 
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Terry Motycka befriends Gunner, owned by Dave Bronson of Kalamazoo. Gunner, whose racing name is 
Shot Put, is six generations removed from Peter The Great. 
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Harbour Bay Furniture Co.
Stuart, FL and Holland, MI

Downtown Holland · 212 S. River Ave., Holland · (616) 395-5554
Open Mon.–Sat. 10:00–5:30    www.harbourbayfurniture.com

Three Tier 
Tray Table

won the Kentucky Futurity in 1898, and 
who hosted a book signing for Terry; and 
Jan Foster, the granddaughter of Jake 
Councelman, who was Peter’s caretaker 
in the latter years of the horse’s life. 

Of Councelman’s connection with 
Peter The Great, Terry says, “They were 
never far from each other’s side, and I 
think Peter was loved for the first time. 
Peter died with his head in Jake’s lap. And 
Jake wanted his ashes to be scattered over 
Peter’s grave, which was done.” 

Dave Bronson is also the owner of 
Gunner, a Kalamazoo horse who is six 
generations removed from Peter The 
Great. And it was through Gunner that 
Terry experienced her most emotional 
link to Peter. “When I met Gunner, when 
I reached out to touch him, it was like 
reaching across a century and touch-
ing Peter The Great,” Terry says, a tear 
welling in her eye. “I had seen Celebrity 
Secret and Dewey race, but I was not 
close to them. But touching Gunner was 
magical. It’s like I was connecting with 
Peter. It’s something I will never forget.” 

Does Terry Motycka love Peter The 
Great? “yes, I do,” she affirms. 

The last paragraphs of Terry’s book, 
her addition to the great horse’s legacy 
reads: “Peter The Great, king of sires, 
reigned supreme, the last years of his life 
filled with sweet green grass, with the 
many mares with whom he was bred, 
and crowned with the glory of sharing 
his life with a good friend. And thus 
our story ends: the story of a horse from 
Kalamazoo who helped set the history 
of harness racing, a horse whose spirit 
lives on in his progeny. … Stamina and 
courage? Perfect words to describe Peter 
The Great.”

And, in reference to her own jour-
ney, Terry concludes in her book: “What 
a trip it has been. Adios!”

“I was crying when I wrote that.”
Those were tears of joy, of course. 

Because, you see, Peter The Great and 
Terry Motycka have something special 
in common: They are winners — the 
catalyst and the keeper of the legacy of the 
“famous trotting sire from Kalamazoo.” 
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IT WAS A FORTUITOUS MEETING
at Sault Ste. Marie on June 29, 1948, 
and one that would prove both 

symbolic and prophetic. Dr. Charles T. 
Jackson and his assistant, John Wells 
Foster, en route to conduct a survey of 
the Keweenaw copper country for the 
federal government, had arrived in the 
Sault that day. Louis Agassiz, who would 
depart on his scientific expedition to 
the north shore of Lake Superior the 
following day, received valuable informa-
tion about the geology of the south shore 
from the mineral surveyors. Agassiz’s 
book, “Lake Superior,” the first scientific 
account of the big lake, would appear in 
1850 and focus worldwide attention on 
the potential of its natural resources.

The three volumes written by 
Jackson, Foster and another assistant, 
Josiah D. Whitney, were published by the 
federal government in 1849–1851, and 
they helped accelerate the Keweenaw 
copper rush that had been launched by 
the promotional efforts of state geologist 

Douglas Houghton before the icy waters 
of Lake Superior claimed his life in 1845.

Many fortunes would be made and 
lost in the copper country during the 
1840s and 1850s. But the person who 
profited more than most from invest-
ment in the grandest mine of all, the 
Calumet and Hecla, would be none 
other than Agassiz’s son, Alexander. 
Nearly two decades and a terrible war 
that nearly destroyed the Union, and in 
which Michigan’s mineral wealth played 
no small part, would pass before that.

Born in Neuchatel, Switzerland, in 
1835, Agassiz, the son, was named after 
his mother’s brother, Alexander Braun, 
an eminent German botanist. Another 
uncle, Maximillian Braun, won fame as 
a mining engineer. His mother Cecile, a 
skilled artist, drew the exquisite plates 
for her husband’s treatise on fossil fishes. 
In 1845 Louis Agassiz came to America, 
leaving his wife, son and two daughters 
in Europe. In 1848, during the summer 
of which the elder Agassiz explored Lake 
Superior, Cecile died of tuberculosis. The 
following year the children joined their 
father in Massachusetts.

The younger Agassiz acquired his fa-
ther’s love of geology and natural history. 
He graduated from Harvard in 1855 and 
two years later earned another bachelor’s 
degree in engineering and mining from 
the Lawrence Scientific School. Return-
ing to Harvard to study chemistry, he 
received a third degree—in natural 
history—in 1862. In the meantime, in 
1860 he had married Anna Russell, a 
member of one of the “Boston Brahmin” 
families.

In 1865, Agassiz temporarily ap-
plied his training in mining toward 
operating a coal mine in Pennsylvania. 
The following year he made two trips 
to the Keweenaw Peninsula to observe 
the workings of a pair of new copper 
mines, the Calumet and the Hecla (later 
amalgamated as the Calumet & Hecla) in 
which he had become interested.

While most of the copper mines in the 
Keweenaw launched in the 1840s worked 
veins of pure, native copper, the Calumet 
and Hecla lode consisted of hard, copper-
bearing, conglomerate rock known as 
“pudding stone.” Edwin J. Hulbert, a civil 
engineer, discovered the rich field in 1864. 
He shipped a barrel of the conglomerate 
to Boston to convince that city’s wealthy 
speculators to invest in the mine. One such 
financial backer, Quincy A. Shaw, a cousin 
of historian Francis Parkman, was also a 
brother-in-law to young Agassiz.

Father and Son and 
Red Rock Riches
By Larry Massie

For Louis Agassiz, running a 

multimillion-dollar mining 

operation in northern 

Michigan was the means 

to his true passion as a 

naturalist and international 

expert in marine fauna and 

coral reefs.

Alexander Agassiz, about 1860.
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Despite the potential of the con-
glomerate, the mine was making 
no money. In fact, Calumet and 

Hecla operations swallowed up vast 
sums of Boston-backed finances with 
little to show. The major problem lay in 
the hardness of the conglomerate stone, 
which could not be pulverized via the 
usual stamping process. Getting the ore 
13 miles over the rugged Keweenaw ter-
rain to the closest stamping mill ate up 
profits as well.

Shaw dispatched Agassiz to the 
Keweenaw to investigate the problem. 
The blame, he reported back, lay largely 
in Hulbert’s faulty planning and man-
agement. Accordingly, Shaw, who was 
now majority stockholder in the mine, 
appointed Agassiz superintendent to 
replace Hulbert in March 1867. Hulbert 
ultimately lost all of his stake in the 
Calumet and Hecla, and despite Shaw’s 
generosity in placing him on a pension, 
he remained bitter for the rest of his life. 
He died in Italy in 1910 not long after, 
at the age of 65, he married 23-year-old 
Carla Caruso.

Before he left Boston for the Ke-
weenaw, Agassiz met a young profes-
sor, Charles W. Eliot, who later became 
president of Harvard. He revealed his 
motive for moving to what was then ul-

tima Thule (the northernmost region of 
the habitable world to early geographers): 
“Eliot, I am going to Michigan for some 
years as superintendent of the Calumet 
and Hecla Mines. I want to make some 
money; it is impossible to be a produc-
tive naturalist in this country without 
money. I am going to get some money if 
I can and then I will be a naturalist.” Be-
cause of that decision, years later Agassiz 
would become “the wealthiest profes-
sional zoologist who ever lived.”

Agassiz, his two young children, 
and pretty wife, who walked around the 

Keweenaw frontier with a pistol strapped 
to her hip, spent two miserable, albeit 
productive, years in the Upper Penin-
sula. Agassiz worked 16, 18 sometimes 
24 hours a day righting the operations. 
He believed firmly in spending as much 
money as it took to bring quality, and 
that investment would pay off big in 
the long run. He sank shafts to convert 
the open-pit operations into genuine 
mines to get at the rich copper lode. He 
constructed a railroad to carry ore from 
the mines to the sophisticated stamping 
mill he erected on the shore of Torch 

Father and Son and 
Red Rock Riches
By Larry Massie

The Calumet & Hecla Mining Company’s Shaft No. 2 at Calumet, ca. 1900.
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produced a total of 325 tons of ingot cop-
per. In December of the following year 
the Hecla Mine paid its first dividend 
of $5 a share. By 1872 the company was 
shipping 65.3 percent of all the cop-
per coming from Michigan and fully 50 
percent of all U.S.-produced red metal. 
From 1869 to 1884 Calumet and Hecla 
shareholders earned $25 million on an 
investment of $1.2 million. Shaw and 
Agassiz owned more than 25 percent 
of the company shares, which by 1884 
brought in nearly $6 million a year in 
dividends at a time when laborers earned 
about one dollar a day.

The success of the Calumet and 
Hecla spurred the rise of com-
munities, including Calumet, Red 

Jacket, Larium, Tamarack and Centen-
nial Heights. Entrepreneurs and the 
company itself erected stores, banks, 
schools and churches to accommodate 
the thousands of miners, timber men, 

railroad workers and others who flocked 
to the Keweenaw. Anna Agassiz helped 
found the first church and Methodist 
Sunday School in Calumet when she ar-
rived in 1867.

By 1910 the Calumet and Hecla had 
built 10 schools near the mines and the 
smelter at Torch Lake. One, the Wash-
ington School, a 192-foot-long sandstone 
structure was “said to be the largest and 
best schoolhouse in the state” in 1875. 
The company built a public library in 
Calumet in 1898, an architectural gem 
replete with 24 bath tubs for miners’ 
use in the basement. By 1913 the library 
shelves held over 35,000 volumes “in 
more than a score of languages.” The 
company also laid out baseball diamonds 
and operated a bowling alley and an 
indoor swimming pool for employees.

In October 1868, the Agassiz family 
left the Keweenaw, traveling to Europe 
for vacation. In 1871, Agassiz was named 
president of the Calumet and Hecla, a 
position he held until his death in 1910. 
Twice a year Agassiz dutifully returned 
to Keweenaw for inspection of the mine 
and the quasi-company towns around it.

Under Agassiz’s paternal manage-
ment, employees were treated better than 
was common in the industry. But he 
tolerated no union activity. When some 
newly arrived Swedish and Finnish min-
ers staged a strike in 1874, he wrote the 
superintendent of the mines: “We cannot 
be dictated to by anyone. The mine must 

Massie

This postcard view sent from Calumet in 1909 
depicts miners ascending from the depths of a 
copper mine.

Lake four miles south, and he constantly 
experimented with novel rock crushers, 
smelters and other machines to more ef-
ficiently expedite copper production.

Not everything worked as smoothly 
as he planned. The steam locomotive he 
ordered proved to be a different gauge 
then the existing ore cars and track he 
had already laid. Costly unproductive 
weeks passed while the rail was relaid 
and the axles of the cars shortened.

Some of the locals who resented 
Hulbert’s dismissal tried to sabotage op-
erations and foment labor troubles. They 
cut a channel through the dam Agassiz 
had built to impound water for his new 
stamp mill, and then got a sympathetic 
judge to issue an injunction to prevent 
repairs. Agassiz, however, had a crew 
working on the dam early the following 
morning and completed repairs before 
the injunction could be served.

Agassiz’s hard work and planning 
paid off. In August 1868, the mines 
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stop if it stays closed forever. ... We have 
always treated our men fairly and hon-
estly, they have received higher wages 
than any other corporation. … They 
spit in my face. … Wages will be raised 
whenever we see fit and at no other time 
(if they don’t like it they must go and get 
employment elsewhere).”

Running a multimillion-dollar 
mining operation became more or less 
a sideline to the career as a naturalist, 
which Agassiz’s growing wealth allowed. 
By 1872 he had begun issuing the great 
work of his life, a zoological treatise on 
sea urchins. Five years later he published 
another classic monograph on starfishes.

In 1873 Agassiz was overwhelmed 
by a double tragedy. His beloved father 
died, and wife Anna caught pneumonia 
while attending her father-in-law during 
his sickness—and she died eight days 
later. So crushed was he by the loss of 
the love of his life that he was never able 
to speak of her death, even to friends.

In 1874 he was named curator of the 
unfinished museum founded by his fa-
ther at Harvard. He solicited large sums 
and devoted about $1 million of his own 
funds to the natural history museum he 
dedicated to his father’s memory.

Agassiz spent the remainder of his 
life endlessly cruising aboard gov-
ernment vessels studying coral reefs 
and marine fauna. His magnificently 
illustrated reports on his explorations 
remain classics in the field. Contempo-
rary scientists credited his work with 
contributing most of what was known 
during his lifeline of the configuration 
of ocean beds, continental shelves and 
the Gulf Stream. All was made possible 
by red-rock riches harvested from the 
Keweenaw Peninsula.

In September 1923, thousands 
gathered at Agassiz Memorial Park in 
Red Jacket (now part of Calumet) for the 
dedication of a world-class athletic field 
and the unveiling of the bronze statue of 
the scientist, mine superintendent and 
company president who did so much 
to benefit the growth of Michigan’s Ke-
weenaw Peninsula.  
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A sound business decision!

tHe WeDDIng, graduation and family 
gathering season is upon us. Contracting 
the services of a caterer for your event is 
easier if you take into consideration the 
following mistakes people make:

Failing to Have a Budget or Goal
Having a vision of the end result helps 

to achieve 
the event 
you want. 
Is your end 
result a black 
tie affair or a 
New England 
clambake in 
the backyard? 
Plan this out 
ahead of time, 
break it into 
smaller steps, 

and, most importantly, write it down.
The second part of the equation is 

how much you are willing to budget for 
the entire affair. Nothing is worse than 
not having a budget to achieve your goal. 
Knowing these two things will save you 
time exploring your options.

Not Sampling the Food Before an Event
Believe it or not, more people will 

remember the cold, boring or tasteless 
food than will remember your gorgeous 
wedding dress or the reason for your 
special event. Ask for samples or 
testimonials and be familiar with the food 
quality of the caterer you’re considering.

Basing Your Decision Solely on Price
The old saying goes: “you get what you 
pay for” rings true more today than ever. 
Competition is such that most caterers 
are close in price for similar packages 
and services. you will find those offering 
rock-bottom prices are cutting corners, 
usually at your expense.

Not all caterers are created equal. 
Compare apples to apples and do your 
homework. Is cleanup included in the 
price? Is the food cooked fresh for your 
event or is it simply thawed and reheated? 
What about portion sizes? What is the 
quality of the serving utensils? Are 
desserts and beverages included in the 
price? you owe it to yourself to make sure 
you know what you’re paying for.

Choosing One Entrée Instead of Two
Most groups consist of a number of 
people with special diets, likes and 
dislikes. Not every event requires two 
entrees, but it is advisable to find out 

on the front end. A professional caterer 
should be able to accommodate your 
needs without breaking your budget.

Not Exploring All Possible Options
Make sure you find out about all 
services included. Just as cars can vary 
in price depending on the options, 
catering is the same. Options can add 
or deduct from the price tag. If you are 
willing to exclude options, you may 
be able to negotiate a lower price. The 
opposite is true if you have a larger 
budget: Be sure to ask about extras. 

Not Knowing if Your Experience Is 
Guaranteed
What happens if the caterer runs out 
of food? What happens if more guests 
arrive than planned? What happens 
if fewer guests than planned show 
up? What happens if the caterer did 
something horribly wrong? 

In reality, you’re creating a memory 
and taking the time to write down your 
expectations. Knowing your budget and 
exploring your options will insure that 
your event goes as planned, and only 
the truly wonderful memories will last a 
lifetime. 

The Biggest Mistakes 
When Planning a Catered Event  

By Keith Langdon

Keith Langdon
Owner, Full City Café
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Green Gardening
By Theresa Coty O’Neil

Mark Elzinga, Elzinga & 
Hoeksma Greenhouses

MARK elzIngA could easily be the “poster 
man” of organic greenhouse practices.

His 12-acre wholesale greenhouse 
in southern Portage, Elzinga & Hoeksma 
Greenhouses, LTC, is a model of sustain-
ability with its twin wind turbines and 
geothermal water tower, as well as its in-
house recycling area, “old-fashioned” weed 
and pest-control practices, and compost-
tea brewing station.

Mark’s grandfather was a Dutch-
immigrant celery grower, his father a 
bedding-plant grower, making Mark a 
third-generation grower. An avid research-
er in his field, his growing library of books 
devoted to organics, sustainability and soil 
science allows him to be on the cutting 
edge of organic practices.

“In our industry, there’s no one doing 
organic in a big way,” Mark said. “We’ve had 
to start from scratch.” This means mak-
ing, at times, tough decisions, as well as 
finding adequate suppliers. Last year alone, 
Elzinga’s ordered 50 semi-truck loads of 
nonorganic soil in addition to 12 full loads 
of special organic soil mix. Organic soil of 
this quantity isn’t easy to come by.

Mark has found that a lot of the busi-
ness changes he’s made in the past couple 
of years have meant a need to educate the 
public. “Most people don’t understand 

what organics mean,” Mark explained. 
“They think it means no pesticides or 
chemical fertilizers. But organics is basi-
cally creating a living soil to grow a plant 
in it. And a living soil takes care of the 
needs of the plant.”

A living soil is one teeming with 
microorganisms that are able to process 
nutrients from the earth, sun and rain, and 
in turn increase the nutrients available 
to the plant. This, in turn, increases the 
nutrients available for human consump-
tion. Practices that foster a living soil are 
sound gardening methods, and for those 
considering growing even a single tomato 
plant this spring, each choice made for the 
garden, including the purchase of the plant 
or seeds, effects the overall organic picture. 
Most of us need to think in terms of “soil 
repair,” Mark said. We can all apply the 
principles that Mark uses on a large scale 
to our own backyard gardens.

When planning your garden this 
spring, Mark advises the following:

• Compost or use a worm bin for 
recycling table scraps and garden brush. 
Composting can be as simple as layering 
materials under a mulch of straw before 
planting or as “high tech” as an official 
compost unit that can be purchased at 
garden supply stores.

• Buy organic plants. Even though 
they may be a little more expensive, the 
microorganisms in their growing soil will 
multiply and benefit your garden soil. 
(Elzinga & Hoeksma Greenhouse plants 
are available at Meijer’s garden centers and 
can be preordered online for pickup at 
Meijer’s).

• Don’t use chemicals. Consider 
compost tea 
(available locally 
through Flower-
field Enterprises, 
Inc.), organic 
garden manure 
(available through 
local farmers), 
and old-fashioned 
pest-control 
practices such as 
homemade weed-
killing remedies 
(salt, dish soap and vinegar) and/or simple 
handpicking of unwanted interlopers.

One, or all, of these practices can go a 
long way towards replenishing our soil.

“When we went down this journey, 
it was for monetary gain,” said Mark, 
who said he didn’t start this process as a 
“hippy” or idealist. “But this journey has 
changed our whole outlook.” 
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Performing Arts
Plays

“Marvin’s Room” — The story of one 
woman’s commitment to her family in the 
face of personal tragedy. May 8, 9, 15, 16, 
22, 23, 8 p.m., May 10, 24, 2 p.m., May 21, 
7 p.m. Farmers Alley Theatre, 221 Farmers 
Alley. 343-2727.
“Fighting Fires & Let the Brotha 
Talk”—Two plays by Von Washington 
explore issues of the African American male 
and how he relates to his family. May 21, 22, 
23, 29, 30, 8 p.m. Whole Art Theatre, 246 
N. Kalamazoo Mall. 345-7529.

Musicals & Opera

“Remember When: USO Canteen Show 
— Back by popular demand, this critically-
acclaimed musical salute to the USO is sure 
to be a crowd-pleaser. May 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 
23, 29, 30, June 5, 6, 12, 13, 8:30 p.m. New 
Vic Theatre, 134 E. Vine St. 381-3328.
“Return to the Forbidden Planet” — This 

K-College production 
combines rock ‘n’ roll hits 
with a spoof of Shake-
speare’s “Tempest” in a 
sci-fi setting. May 14, 
15, 16, 8 p.m., May 17, 
2 p.m. Balch Playhouse, 
K-College. 337-7130.
“The Full Monty” — 
This hit Broadway musical 
is about six unemployed 
steelworkers who decide 
to make some quick cash 
with a bold scheme. May 

15, 16, 22, 23, 29, 30, 8 p.m., May 21, 7:30 
p.m., May 24, 31, 2 p.m. Civic Auditorium, 
329 S. Park St. 343-1313.

Dance

Spring Concert of Dance — The annual 
show features new choreography along with 
favorites from the repertoire. May 14–16, 8 
p.m., May 17, 2 p.m. Wellspring Theatre, 
359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 342-4354.

Symphony

KSO Summer Park Concerts — Since 
1973, the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra 
has provided free concerts in area parks. July 
12, 8 p.m., Bronson Park; July 13, 8 p.m., 
Parchment; July 16, 8 p.m., Three Rivers; July 
17, 8 p.m., Portage. 349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Bach Festival Week — A series of concerts 
presented by the Kalamazoo Bach Festival; 
Young Vocalists Concert, May 2, 4:30 p.m., 
Light Fine Arts Building, K-College; The 
City Sings, May 3, Church choirs perform 
Bach at Sunday services; Bach-Around-
the-Block Organ Crawl, May 4, 7 p.m., 
Organists perform at downtown churches; 
Bach Festival Finale Concert, May 9, 8 p.m., 
Stetson Chapel, K-College. 337-7407.
Stefon Harris & Blackout — “A vibra-
phonist-extraordinaire and his band return 
to the area for a jazz concert to thrill and 
amaze you. Presented by Fontana Chamber 
Arts. May 14, 8 p.m. Dalton Center Recital 

Hall, WMU. Also enjoy the Summer Music 
Festival, July 6–19. 382-7774.

Vocal 

A World Tour of Early Music” — Simple, 
sublime music and fine food from Italy, 
Germany, France and England in a relaxed 
atmosphere presented by Early Music Michi-
gan. May 29, 6 p.m. Cityscape Event Center, 
125 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 387-2300.

Miscellaneous

All Ears Theatre — Step back into radio 
history through these free, live productions 
at First Baptist Church, 315 W. Michigan 
Ave., 6 p.m. “The Great Steamboat Race,” 
May 16; “The Adventures of Danielle Holli 
in the Kalamazoo Caper Case,” May 30. 
342-5059.

Visual Arts
WMU Richmond Center for 
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455

“It’s All Black and White” — This exhibit 
is displayed in the Netzorg/Kerr Permanent 
Collection Gallery, curator Nicole Maury. 
Through July 31.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775

Georgia O’Keeffe and Her Times: Ameri-
can Modernism from the Lane Collec-
tion of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
— This exhibition traces the development 
and diversity of American Modernism and 
features masterpieces by O’Keeffe, as well as 
Charles Sheeler, Arthur Dove, Stuart Davis, 
Marsden Hartley and others. May 9–Septem-
ber 13.
Through the Photographer’s Lens: 
O’Keeffe and Her Circle — Nearly 50 
photos of O’Keeffe and her contemporaries, 
from photographers such as Stieglitz, Adams 
and Karsh.
May 9–September 13.
ARTbreak — Enjoy informal free lectures 
and presentations on art-related topics. 
“Georgia O’Keeffe, May 5; “Visible Silence: 
Marsden Hartley”, May 12; “History  Live: 
World War II,” with Steve Rossio, May 19; 
“Against the Grain: The Development of 
Boston Expressionism,” with Vicki Wright, 
May 26. Bring a lunch to these 12:15 p.m. 
sessions.
Sunday Funday — “Poetic Art” offers free 
fun for families as you join local poets to 
create word pictures and play poetry games. 
May 17, 2–4 p.m.
58th Annual KIA Art Fair — The second 
oldest, continuously running art fair in the 
nation, it features the work of 200 artists 
and each year attracts 50 to 60 thousand 
visitors. June 6, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Bronson Park.

“Think of all the 

beauty that’s still 

left in and around 

you, and be 

happy.”

—Anne Frank 
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Park Trades Center
345-3311

Saniwax Gallery — An exhibition of art-
work by Park Trades Art Studios Association 
members with an opening reception during 
Art Hop. May 1–30. 345-3311.

Miscellaneous

Art Hop — View the works of local artists. 
Local venues/galleries in downtown Kalama-
zoo. First Friday, monthly. 342-5059.
“Mother’s Day Gift Extravaganza” — 
Member artist Lestra Hazel, fiber designs, 
is joined by several guest artists. Opening 
reception May 8, 6–9 p.m. Exhibition runs 
through June 6. Blue Water Gallery, 8860 N. 
32nd Street, Richland. 629-5975.
Kalamazoo Animation Festival Interna-
tional — This biennial event includes work-
shops, speakers, animated films, cartoons 
and special events for everyone. Screenings 
take place at the historic State Theater. May 
14–17. 373-7934.
“Young Artists of Gull Lake” — Artists of 
Gull Lake Community Schools display their 
talents. Opening reception May 16, 4–6 p.m. 
The works will be on display through June 
5. Blue Water Gallery, 8860 N. 32nd Street, 
Richland. 629-5975.

Literary Events
Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809

Duets with Johnston & Percy — Writers 
Arnold Johnston and Deborah Ann Percy 
will read from “Duets: Love Is Strange,” their 
recently published book of one-act plays 
that explores relationships between men and 
women. May 6, 6:30 p.m., Main Library, 
315 S. Rose St.
Haute Cuisine, Ottoman Style — Chef 
Channon Mondoux has resurrected recipes 
from the Ottoman Empire and shares them 
in “Celebration at the Sarayi: Reliving a Feast 
at the Palace of Suleyman the Magnificent.” 
May 21, 6:30 p.m., Main Library, 315 S. 
Rose St.

Millish — Fiddler Brad Phillips, percus-
sionist Mike Shimmin, uilleann piper Isaac 
Alderson, bassist Andrew Kratzat, and gui-
tarist Jesse Lee Mason. May 13, 7 p.m., Main 
Library, 315 S. Rose St.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Staycations — Learn of activities and fun 
places to go locally for everyone. Area busi-
nesses will showcase their facilities, activities 
and fun events. May 16, 1–4 p.m.
History Live: World War II Exhibit — 
Paintings, sketches and letters from the 
South Pacific by army engineer and local 
artist Michael Waskowsky. Opens May 23; 
“Meet the Artist” reception May 30, 2–3:30 
p.m.  Also get a look at Kalamazoo during 
World War II with John Todd photographs 
and military displays. Through July 5.

Museums
Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990

Meet the Velvelettes — A special exhibit 
featuring Kalamazoo’s own famous Motown 
singing group, The Velvelettes. Through 
Sept. 27.

Jump to Japan — Discover Japanese cul-
ture through its popular art with hands-on 
activities and exhibits that will give children 
ages 5–12 an insight into the hustle and 
bustle of everyday Japan. Opens May 9 and 
runs through Sept. 7.

Air Zoo
382-6555

“In Plane View” — An exhibition of large-
format photographs by Carolyn Russo that 
showcases some of the National Air and 
Space Museum’s iconic aircraft and trans-
forms their technology into art. 
May 8–July 31.

(Continued on page 52)

Formal training and voice lessons are 
great building blocks for a successful 
career in music—but not necessarily 
required. Look at Billie Holiday, the sultry, 
soulful blues singer of the 1930s, 40s 
and 50s, whose only training was singing 
along with Bessie Smith records at her 
home in Baltimore. When she moved with 
her mother to New York, the teenaged 
Billie became part of the vibrant jazz scene 
of Harlem nightclubs, and in 1935, at age 
20, Holiday recorded four records, which 
all became hits. She then worked with 
Benny Goodman, Count Basie and Lester 
Young, eventually recording hundreds 
more. Her phrasing, diction, and dramatic 

intensity made her one of the greatest jazz 
singers of all time, and no less than Frank 
Sinatra listed Billie Holiday as his greatest 
influence. Not bad for an untrained singer 
who couldn’t read music.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 

Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 316

Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Phone: 383-4433 • Fax: 383-9767

E-mail: events@encorekalamazoo.com
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formal music lessons,” he said.
Ab began playing viola in sixth 

grade and started private lessons a little 
later. One of his favorite television pro-
grams growing up was “Fame,” so when 
he learned of Houston’s High School for 
the Performing and Visual Arts, his fate 
was sealed. “In my world, it was this 
‘Fame’ high school in town, and so I had 
to go,” he said. 

His high-school years at that 
distinctive school were formative, but 
he was still relatively young in terms of 
musical education, so when it was time 
for college, he didn’t feel prepared for the 
demanding auditions required to get into 
a conservatory. He was accepted by the 
Shepherd School of Music at Rice Univer-
sity in Houston but was offered no schol-
arships, so he enrolled in yale University, 
which provided more financial aid.

“Even though I desperately loved 
music, and I think probably already at 
that age secretly dreamed of being a 
professional musician … it wasn’t really 
a hard decision for me because music 
school wasn’t really an option,” he said.

At first, he didn’t expect to be able 
to further his music education much at 
yale. There was no music-performance 
degree for undergraduates, which sent 
him on a path in another subject of inter-
est: economics. 

“I was thrilled to discover that I 
could have just as fruitful and produc-
tive a musical education while still being 
an economics major,” he said. A wide 
variety of musical opportunities were 
open to him, and he became involved 
with several student ensembles. He also 
put on special productions with his 
friends and was able to take viola lessons 
in the school of music. His professor, 
Jesse Levine, whom Ab says was a good 
teacher who was happy to allow Ab to 
play and learn at his own pace, provided 
encouragement without pressure. “He 
was really a major influence on me artis-
tically,” Ab said. 

After his undergraduate work, Ab’s 
music interests led him to a master’s 
degree in music from the University of 

B SENGUPTA is an accomplished violist who has per-
formed with several major symphonies and has earned 
numerous awards and recognitions. yet, when you 

meet him, it’s clear he has contributed even much more.
“I try my best whenever possible to humanize classical 

musicians,” he said. He plays soccer in a men’s 
indoor league, likes to cook and socialize, en-

joys books and movies, and hikes in the Grand 
Tetons when he and his wife go to Wyoming 

each summer to play in a music festival. 
As the new artistic director and CEO of Fon-

tana Chamber Arts, Ab also wants to change 
attitudes towards classical music by 

engaging new audiences, expanding the 
range of professional opportunities for 

musicians, and collaborating with other 
arts organizations.

Perhaps he is compelled to 
break down stereotypes in part as a 
result of his somewhat unconven-

tional musical upbringing. 
Ab was born in New Jersey 

and grew up in Houston, 
Texas. When his parents 
immigrated to the United 
States from Calcutta, India, 
they brought their culture’s 
musical traditions with 
them. His father played 
the tabla, a traditional, 
Indian, two-piece hand 
drum; his mother was a 
classical Indian dancer 
who gave lessons and 

performances in their 
home for members of the 

Bengali community. Music was 
a constant in his life: The radio was always 
on; the family was always singing together. 
“It’s something my parents always valued, 
and they encouraged it even before I started 

New Guy 
in Town

By Kit Almy

Fontana Artistic Director 
and CEO Ab Sengupta 
with his viola.
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Southern California. Then, after com-
pleting that course of study and believ-
ing he needed to continue to develop 
his skills, a graduate-school professor 
recommended he join the New World 
Symphony, located in Miami Beach, Fla., 
which provides further professional 
training to top music-school graduates. 
He auditioned, was accepted, and, as he 
describes it, spent four of the most musi-
cally inspiring years of his life there, 
working with terrific colleagues, guest 
conductors, and visiting soloists. 

The New World Symphony also 
gave Ab his first taste of the behind-the-
scenes side of the music business. He 
had the opportunity to participate in 
board meetings, and through its Musi-
cians’ Forum, he and other members of 
the orchestra staged their own concerts. 
For the first time, he was responsible for 
all aspects of organizing a performance, 
which he did on a shoestring budget. 

The symphony provided the perfor-
mance space and technical staff, but he had 
to do everything else. “I was convincing 
my colleagues to perform for free,” he said. 
He advertised the concert with photo-
copied flyers that he distributed himself.

New World Symphony founder and 
artistic director Michael Tilson 
Thomas played an important role 

in Ab’s professional development, encour-
aging him to consider all the different 
roles in the music industry, not just that of 
performer. Ab remembers Tilson Thomas 
telling him: “There might come a time 
in your life when just being on stage isn’t 
going to be enough for you. ... When you 
arrive at that point, give me a call.”

After that symphony experience, Ab 
worked his way to the position of princi-
pal violist for the Florida Philharmonic, 
a major orchestra based in Fort Lauder-
dale, which also performed in Miami.

During this time, his social life took 
a significant turn. Ab’s roommate threw 
frequent parties for performers from 
Miami’s various musical organizations. 
At one of these, Ab met his future wife, 
Julia, an English cellist who was on a fel-
lowship with the New World Symphony.

Ab and Julia ultimately became 
engaged and were planning to have a 
traditional wedding in a year or so. One 
day, however, they discovered “that if we 
were not married before her fellowship 
at the New World Symphony ended, that 
she was going to have to leave the coun-
try.” Her work visa would expire at the 
end of her contract, and she would not 
be able to marry Ab without obtaining a 
fiancé visa, which would take a year.

They decided to elope — but in 
hedonistic Miami Beach, a courthouse 
marriage wasn’t quite so simple. “The 
first thing they said to us was: ‘Sign  
here. Now go home and think about it 
for three days.’ That’s what they make 
everybody do, just in case you need a few 
days to sober up,” Ab said laughing.

Then, just a few weeks after their 
marriage, the Florida Philharmonic went 
bankrupt, and Ab found himself out of 
a job. He and Julia moved to Houston to 
be close to Ab’s family and professional 
contacts, and he soon secured a position 
with the Houston Grand Opera and Bal-
let orchestras.

Not long after that, he learned he’d 
won another audition, for co-principal 

viola of the Bergen Philharmonic in Nor-
way, conducted by Andrew Litton, which 
inspired him to take a leave from the 
Houston orchestra so he and Julia could 
embark on a new adventure.

Although they enjoyed Bergen, the 
philharmonic, and the friends they made 
in Norway, they only lasted five months 
in that country. The cost of living was 
high, and between the short daylight 
hours and frequent rain, they seldom 
saw the sun.

Musicians often end up moving to 
wherever they are able to win an audi-
tion, but the couple felt moving there 
had been a mistake. “We promised each 
other at that point that we, as musicians, 
were going to try to exercise greater con-
trol over where we ended up,” Ab said. 

Encouraged by colleagues in Amer-
ica, they “beat a hasty retreat from the 
weather and the darkness,” and returned 
to Houston.

While visiting a friend at the San 
Francisco Symphony, Ab re-encountered 
Michael Tilson Thomas, who is music 
director there. Ab had reached the point 
in his career that they had discussed ear-
lier: Performing was no longer enough.

Tilson Thomas put him in touch 
with the executive director of the San 
Francisco Symphony, who talked about 
his own career path. He counseled Ab to 
gain administrative experience by volun-
teering for music organizations.

Heeding the good advice, in Hous-
ton Ab called around and was able to 
volunteer at the Houston Symphony, 
assisting the president and the develop-
ment department on various projects, 
which proved useful to his next career 
move, which came about through a 
chance occurrence.

When his friend from San Francisco 

Julia Sengupta is an accomplished cellist.

Ab and Julia Sengupta enjoy the western 
scenery when they perform each summer at 
the Grand Teton Music Festival in Wyoming.
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Georgia O’Keeffe, Deer’s Skull with Pedernal, 1936, oil on canvas
MFA, Boston, Gift of the William H. Lane Foundation

© 2009 Georgia O’Keeffe Museum/ Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

314  SOUTH PARK STREET •  KALAMAZOO, MI  49007 • 269.349 .7775

www.kiarts.org

AMERICAN MODERNISM
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Ab sengupta

came to conduct the Houston Symphony 
in a summer concert, Ab took him sight-
seeing. At one point they found them-
selves across the street from the offices 
of Da Camera, a Houston chamber-music 
organization similar to Fontana. His 
friend was curious, and because Ab had 
recently met Da Camera’s artistic admin-
istrator at a party, he suggested they stop 
in to say “hello.”

Ab recalled that when they walked 
into her office, she said she was leaving 

her position and asked: “Ab, do you want 
a job?” 

That was the beginning of three sea-
sons of work with Da Camera, and he had 
no plans to leave until another chance 
encounter sent him in a new direction.

He happened to call a colleague in 
Houston who had just been contacted 
by the search committee looking for a 
new Fontana CEO. When Ab called, his 
acquaintance realized he might be good 
for the job and suggested he apply.

Ab and Julia were not yet tied down 

in Houston and were open to moving if the 
right job came along, so Ab took the posi-
tion and joined Fontana last September.

Because of Julia’s talents, he said, 
the Kalamazoo arts community is get-
ting sort of a package deal. She cur-
rently volunteers in the Fontana office 
as well as for the Stulberg International 
String Competition and the Kalama-
zoo Institute of Arts. And, in addition 
to their nonmusical contributions, Ab 
and Julia also enjoy performing, which 
they do both locally and throughout the 

ONTANA CHAMBER Arts was 
formed in 2001 as a merger be-
tween two long-standing Kala-

mazoo music organizations: the Fontana 
Concert Society and the Chamber Music 
Society of Kalamazoo. Fontana presents 
both traditional and nontraditional 
chamber music with performances by 
local musicians and from around the 
country and world.

The combination of tradition and in-
novation is emphasized in the theme of 
the upcoming 2009–2010 season: “Icons 
& Iconoclasts.” The lineup features old 
favorites, exciting new acts, local tal-
ent, and collaborations with other arts 

organizations, according to Ab Sengupta, 
CEO and artistic director.

The Grammy award-winning Pacifi-
ca Quartet will open the fall season with 
a concert of Beethoven string quartets on 
September 25. This appearance will be 
a return visit by the popular ensemble, 
whose members Ab counts as personal 
friends. “They’ve become a real audience 
favorite here,” he said. 

The jazz series will open October 3 
with young, up-and-coming bass player 
and vocalist Esperanza Spalding. “She is 
an incandescent talent — really remark-
able,” Ab said. “We’re very lucky to get 
her.”

Fontana Chamber Arts Presents a Mix of Music
The Grammy award-winning Pacifica Quartet.
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put your best foot forward
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country, including at the Grand Teton 
Music Festival.

Despite their experience with the 
weather in Norway, they love the climate 
in Kalamazoo. “Everybody keeps apolo-
gizing to us for the weather, but after 
three years in Houston and seven years 
in Miami, we need a break from tropi-
cal weather,” Ab said. He added that he 
hadn’t experienced the beauty of autumn 
since he was an undergraduate in Con-
necticut.

“It’s nice to have seasons. Somehow 

I feel a little bit more creative here — I 
haven’t put my finger on it,” he said. “Be-
cause you see and experience the passage 
of time, it does something to you.”

Ab has many creative ideas for the 
organization he now heads. He thinks 
Fontana holds an interesting place in 
Kalamazoo’s artistic culture. “Being a 
professional musician (from) outside 
of Michigan, I heard about Kalamazoo 
because of Fontana and the Gilmore 
Festival, so it already enjoys a national 
reputation and profile,” he said. He be-

lieves that Fontana’s solid foundation of 
programming contributes to that reputa-
tion. “I do think I can continue building 
off that so Fontana becomes a destina-
tion internationally for great music, not 
only for the public for audiences, but for 
artists as well.”

For example, Ab wants to provide 
opportunities to local artists, both  
professionals and students, to develop 
their skills and be able to try new experi-
ences, among them, teaching young 
children or putting on alternative types 
of performances in alternative venues. 
He would like to develop a network of 
schools and venues in the community 
to facilitate this, and he sees Fontana as 
well placed to do that. “As a small orga-
nization, we have the agility to infiltrate 
the community in a totally different way 
than larger organizations can,” he said.

Part of Fontana’s mission is to reach 
out to disenfranchised audiences and to 
people who may not have easy access to 
the concert hall. It has partnered with 
Friendship Village, the Douglass Com-
munity Center, the Boys and Girls Clubs, 
and the yMCA to bring concerts to  
the people.

“you have to make yourself relevant 
and valuable to the community in a 
genuine way,” Ab said. He believes this 

Programs with local connections 
include a concert of Frank Zappa’s music 
by local ensemble Opus 21 on November 
14 and a recital by opera singer Meredith 
Arwady, a Kalamazoo native, on January 
22.

Fontana will partner with the Stul-
berg International String Competition 
to bring in the Juilliard String Quartet 
next winter. The quartet will perform 
a concert for Fontana on February 26, 
2010, judge the competition, and pres-
ent a master class for local and regional 
music students. 

The last concert of the year will be 
another collaboration, this time with the 
Gilmore International Keyboard Festival, 

presenting pianist Sarah Rothenberg on 
April 27.

Fontana will also introduce a new 
series called “Fontana Downtown” 
at the Wellspring Theatre in the Epic 
Center. The concerts will be informal 
in nature, and the audience will have 
the opportunity to interact with the 
musicians afterwards. Ab hopes these 
personal encounters will attract the 
“culturally curious” to downtown 
Kalamazoo and provide audiences an 
interesting urban experience. 

For more details on upcoming 
events, including the July 6–19 Sum-
mer Music Festival, see Fontana’s Web 
site: www.fontanachamberarts.org. 
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   2009 Summer Concert Series
   Sundays at 6:30pm, Kindleberger Park, Parchment

Where The Arts Come 
To Play!

Lawn seating, all performances 
are FREE!

June 14                Crossroad Blues Band
June 21                                  Kalamazoo Concert Band 
July 19                               Blue Dahlia @ 8:30pm**
July 26                             “Shout!”, a Beatles Tribute
August 2                “The Sinatra Sound”, Frank Sinatra Tribute
August 9               33rd St. Band
August 16             Zion Lion
August 23             Fonn Mor

  28th Annual Kindleberger Summer Festival of the Performing Arts!      
Wed., July 8 - Mon., July 13

 Family Musical ~ STATE FAIR     Youth Production ~ The Secret Garden     Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra
Visit  www.kindleberger.org  for full schedule of Festival activities!

Where The Arts Come 
To Play!

Lawn seating, all performances 
are FREE!

requires examining how to reach people 
who aren’t currently being reached, and 
to do this, he hopes to create projects 
that not only teach people but engage 
their creativity.

Ab thinks back to the memorable 
musical experiences of his childhood: 
“The stuff that sticks with me are the 
sort of inventive projects or activities 
that our teachers came up with that 
promoted our creativity,” he said. For 
example, one of his elementary-school 
teachers instructed the class to draw 
on the chalk board while listening to 
classical music. “It was a physical way 
of relating to music,” he said. 

Another of Ab’s goals is to have 
Fontana help foster collaboration in 

Ab and Julia’s formal wedding celebration in 
Houston included this ceremony in a Hindu temple.

Ab and members of his Fontana staff, Rebekah 
Fennell, Difei Li, and Jane Nuzzo. Not pictured: 
Sandra Monroe and Terri Hunter.
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Face your future
Your facial future should be flawless. At Great Lakes 
Plastic & Hand Surgery we can help ensure this.

Using our Reveal Imager™ computerized complexion 
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surface of your skin before it becomes visible to the naked 
eye.  Based upon this analysis, our Board Certified Plastic 
Surgeons, Drs. Scott Holley and Raghu Elluru, will develop 
a custom skincare regimen to keep your skin looking young 
and beautiful.

Call today for your personal Reveal Imager™ consultation. 

Body Contouring          Laser Skin Tightening         Botox & Fillers

                Facial Rejuvenation         Breast Enhancement  
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Paw Paw Wine Distributors
since 1943

underwritten by National City Bank

the arts community. He wants to avoid 
the compartmentalization he’s seen 
elsewhere.

“I’ve always thought we’re all in 
this together. ... We really should be 
pooling our resources in the service 
of our community and not competing 
against each other for audiences and 
funds and grant money,” he said.

Collaboration, he noted, already 
occurs in Kalamazoo, in part because 
so many arts organizations, including 
Fontana, are housed in the Epic Center.

“I just want to participate in that … 
and make something really exciting hap-
pen,” he says. He has already begun talk-
ing to colleagues to ask: “What can we do 
as a building to reach out to our com-
munity and invite them into our world 
— and to create a kind of critical mass of 
artistic activity here in Kalamazoo?” 
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Chris Zeigler carries integrity 
wherever she goes — literally. 
She has a sheet of paper with 

a definition of integrity written in cal-
ligraphy that she’s kept with her for 
over 20 years since receiving it from a 
former boss.

The definition includes the follow-
ing points, among others: 

— To be committed to doing right.
— To be determined to never 

shade the truth or trifle with wrong.
— To be willing to stand up any-

where and be counted.
“Those are the ideals that I try 

to live up to,” Chris said. It’s how she 
lives her life and how she conducts 
herself as President of MRC Industries, 
a nonprofit human-services agency that 
helps individuals with disabilities be-
come more independent and involved 
in their community.

MRC teaches work and life skills 
through a variety of programs. What 
Chris likes about working for such 
an organization is “really focusing on 
people’s talents and abilities instead of 
their disabilities, and helping others 
realize that all individuals, regardless 
of a disability, have value and worth 
and deserve to be treated with respect 
and dignity,” she said.

Originally from Ionia, Chris at-
tended Central Michigan University 
where she played on the golf team for 
four years. In her junior year she was 
required to choose a major in order 
to stay on the team, so she settled on 
psychology, the subject of which she 
had the most credits and in which she 
had long been interested. After getting 
her bachelor’s degree in psychology, 
she stayed at Central to earn a master’s 
degree in counseling.

Though her parents and two broth-
ers had moved to Kalamazoo while she 
was in college, Chris stayed in Mount 
Pleasant to work after graduating. For 
the first few years she was employed in 
a golf pro shop before deciding to look 
for work in her field. 

She eventually interviewed at Mid 
Michigan Industries (MMI), an orga-
nization very similar to MRC. When 
she was asked to bring in her college 
transcripts, she was in the middle of 
a golf tournament, so she asked if she 
could just drop them off.

When she arrived wearing her golf 
clothes, she learned they wanted to in-
terview her a second time, and despite 
the embarrassment, she made a good 
impression — and was offered the job.

Chris worked at MMI for over 20 
years, starting out in the role of placing 
individuals in jobs with local employ-
ers and ultimately working her way up 
to Vice President of Operations.

With family in the area, Chris 
was familiar with Kalamazoo, so when 
MRC’s previous president announced 
her retirement, she applied for the 
position. “It was an opportunity for 
me to take on a new challenge and 
be closer to my family,” she said. Her 
younger brother, Scott, is in Arizona, 
but her older brother Harold (of the 
Harold Zeigler car dealerships) and her 
nephew, Aaron, both live in Kalamazoo 
with their families.

Employee Lee Wilcox and MRC President Chris Zeigler stand next to a stack of flower containers that 
have been put into trays for Pineview Greenhouses by MRC workers.

MRC has an ongoing contract with Pineview 
Greenhouses to assemble planting trays, amount-
ing to millions of flowerpots. Here a worker in 
the McKercher program places planting contain-
ers in the trays so the greenhouse can plant them 
for shipping around the country.
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Bringing you closer to the one you love. 

 1634 Gull Road, Suite 201 
              (Kalamazoo)       
                          & 
       4855 W. Centre Ave. 
                  (Portage) 
          www.cbrown.org  

Toll Free (877) 343-2601 

Schedule an appointment today. 

Chris, who started at MRC in 
April of 2007, said: “One of the things 
I love about my job here is that I like 
the business aspect, but I also like the 
human-service aspect. So, it’s really a 
nice blend for me.

“I think the thing that’s really kept 
me in this field is that it’s an opportu-
nity to work with individuals who have 
never had many opportunities in their 
lives. And it’s a way to advocate for 
people to be a part of their community 
that otherwise might not be,” she added.

Started in the 1940s by a group of 
parents who wanted more services 
and opportunities for their dis-

abled children, the organization that be-
came MRC evolved many times and was 
incorporated in 1969. The agency now 
has a staff of about 90 people and serves 
over 700 individuals each year through 
four main programs in cooperation with 
area businesses. 

“Something that kind of sets us 
apart from other human-service agencies 
is that we … implement a lot of our goals 
through employment of individuals with 
disabilities,” said Chris. 

McKercher Services is MRC’s oldest 
program and is housed in the organiza-

tion’s Bank Street headquar-
ters. It serves people with 
developmental disabilities, 
primarily through work pro-
grams. In addition to placing 
individuals in jobs in the 
community, McKercher also 
provides in-house services, 
contracting with area busi-
nesses to do bulk mailing 
and production work. 

McKercher partici-
pants come to MRC to work 
on these projects, fulfilling 
multiple goals at once. “We 
… use that work as a training 
tool to teach people job skills while they 
earn a paycheck,” Chris said. Partici-
pants learn more than just job skills, she 
added. “They’re receiving job training on 
the specific skills to do the job, but also 
learning all the things that it takes to be 
a good employee.”

Individuals with a creative bent can 
work in an Artists’ Co-op program or in 
the MRC Drummers, which according 
to Chris, “both showcase the talents that 
individuals with disabilities have.” 

The art program started with a 
group of people who wanted to take art 
classes and has expanded to an offsite lo-

cation in the Park Trades Center, which 
is set up like an art gallery. In addition 
to learning art skills, the participants are 
also able to sell their art.

The MRC Drummers has similarly 
grown from some individuals with a 
general interest in music to a group of 
trained musicians who perform at vari-
ous public events. 

Participation in these programs also 
inspires confidence, as is illustrated by an 
MRC artist’s two art pieces that hang in 
Chris’ office. After she bought the first one, 
the artist was so pleased that he wanted to 
photograph her next to the picture.

While in her office, the artist observed 

Chris Zeigler and Aaron Zeigler (at right) are shown with 
salesperson Ross Kester in the showroom at the Harold Zeigler 
dealership. Ross found his job with Zeigler’s through MRC and 
was responsible for selling Chris her personal automobile.
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the golf posters on the walls. “The next 
thing I know he’s down there working on 
a golf picture (see contents-page photo), 
thinking that … I’d buy it from him. So 
he’s got another sale from me,” she said.

McKercher also provides education 
about and exposure to many aspects of 
community life through a program called 
Community Supports. 

The BridgeWays and Pathways pro-
grams both serve people diagnosed with 

a mental illness. BridgeWays provides 
case management and support services 
to help individuals take charge of their 
lives. Pathways is a “clubhouse” program 
where participants work with each other 
and with staff to learn job skills. They 
do this by helping to run the clubhouse, 

for example, preparing meals in the 
kitchen, or doing clerical work. Path-
ways also provides job placement and 
other employment-related services.

The fourth program, Connections, 
serves youths and young adults with 
emotional issues or mental illness, 
helping them transition from school to 
work and be active participants in their 
community through group-training 
classes and outside activities.

MRC’s programs are supported 
by business services income, but as a 
nonprofit organization, it is also highly 
dependent on outside funding sources. 
Its annual fundraiser is the Kalamazoo 
Klassic run held on Father’s Day week-
end each year, but it is funded primarily 
through Community Mental Health and 
is also a United Way Agency.

State budget problems and the fact 
that the local United Way did not meet 
its goal this year mean that there will 
definitely be some funding cuts, Chris ac-
knowledged. “We’re working very hard to 
operate as efficiently as we can but to also 
explore new sources of revenue,” she said.

The current job market also poses 
challenges for MRC’s job placement 
services. On the other hand, the business 
services side is doing well, said Chris. 
“We’ve been really lucky; we still have a 

lot of work that we’re doing for other busi-
nesses. ... I’ve heard that some of the other 
organizations similar to ours throughout 
the state are really hurting right now.”

MRC has over 100 bulk-mail and 
production customers. Employees there 
process mailings of all sorts, including 
one of over 300,000 pieces. Employees 
also perform other assembly jobs, in-
cluding making buttons (such as for the 
Kalamazoo New year’s Fest) and setting 
planting pots in trays.

The quality of MRC’s work contrib-
utes to its success, Chris believes. “Noth-
ing goes out of our program here without 
having strict quality-control checks on it 
to make sure that every piece is done to 

the golf posters on the walls. “The next 
thing I know he’s down there working on 
a golf picture (see contents-page photo), 
thinking that … I’d buy it from him. So 
he’s got another sale from me,” she said.

for example, preparing meals in the 
kitchen, or doing clerical work. Path-
ways also provides job placement and 
other employment-related services.

The fourth program, Connections, 

MRC President Chris Zeigler is well aware of the support of local businesses 
and individuals, which makes MRC successful, and she is grateful for it.

This production area at MRC is the scene of 
much activity during business hours.

MRC is in the process of finding a new location 
due to the loss of over a third of the space in 
their 33,000 square-foot building when Portage 
Creek flooded in September 2008. The parking lot 
overlooking the Farmers’ Market was turned into 
a lake, and water reached almost to the tabletops 
in the production area of MRC’s facility.

This production area at MRC is the scene of 

MRC is in the process of finding a new location 
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the employer’s satisfaction. That’s really 
important to us,” she said.

RC is now also facing a 
challenge unrelated to the 
economy. When heavy rains 

flooded Portage Creek last fall, much 
of its headquarters on Bank Street was 
submerged. After the waters receded, 
about a third of the building was no lon-
ger usable. Though staff members have 
shuffled around to share office space and 
all programs are still operating, the orga-
nization is cramped and needs to move.

The organization is in the process 
of searching for a new building and has 
just kicked off a capital campaign to 
raise funds to purchase one. The facility 
requirements needed by the agency are 
creating challenges in finding the right 
building, however. It must have enough 
space for offices, a production area, and 
storage. In addition, the location of the 
building must be accessible to MRC’s 
program participants.

“It must be on a bus line,” Chris 
said. Most of the individuals in the Mc-
Kercher program cannot drive and rely 
on public transportation (Care-A-Van, 
Metro Van, or Metro Transit) to come to 
and return home from their jobs at MRC. 
Most participants in the other programs 
use Metro Transit. 

th
im

The MRC Artists’ Co-op allows program partici-
pants to develop their artistic skills and sell their 
works of art in the gallery, which participates in 
the monthly Kalamazoo Art Hop. 
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“Those services are really critical 
to get people to and from their jobs here 
at MRC and also to be employed in the 
community,” Chris said. “It’s their means 
of transportation and it’s their way of 
gaining independence.”

Chris is well aware of the support of 
local businesses and individuals, which 
makes MRC successful — and she is 
grateful for it. Part of her philosophy as 
the agency’s president is the importance 
of giving back. “We hope that we can 
do things for our community … just as 
Kalamazoo supports us,” she said. 

One way in which the agency does 
support the community is through 
volunteer work for other nonprofits. The 
Community Supports program sends 
program participants, accompanied by 
staff, to about 14 sites in the community, 
such as Habitat for Humanity and the 
Tendercare nursing home. Many staff 
members volunteer elsewhere as well. 

Chris can’t say enough about MRC’s 
dedicated board of directors or the com-
mitment of its staff to the mission. “They 
really just do a wonderful job in working 
with the people that we serve. I’m very 
proud of them,” she said.

“Almost every day I think about how 
lucky I am to be here,” she added.

The bittersweet part about being in 
Kalamazoo for Chris is that her par-
ents had passed away before she moved 
here. She was close to both parents and 
feels shaped by them as well. She has a 
passion for reading, which she inher-
ited from her mother, and her father 

Chris, an avid golfer since childhood, enjoys 
a good day on the course, especially with her 
brothers, who just can’t seem to beat her.
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introduced her to golf. He’s also her role 
model of a person with integrity. She 
keeps a clipping of a newspaper article 
about her father “as a reminder of the 
type of person I’d like to be,” she said.

Family is still an important part of 
her life, though. She enjoys spending 
time with the families of her brother, 
Harold, and nephew, Aaron. Always 
an avid golfer, she also enjoys compet-
ing with (and beating) her brother and 
nephew on the golf course. 

One year when Harold bragged that 
he was going to defeat her, she offered 
him this dare: “If you can beat me play-
ing golf, I’ll totally give up the game and 
take up knitting.” This loss would be 
very out of character for Chris, but her 
hopeful brother took her at her word 
and gave her a ball of yarn and knitting 
needles for Christmas. “I haven’t had to 
use them yet,” she said. 

Chris spends most of her spare time 
golfing, but she also loves boating and 
water-skiing: “Although I’m not quite as 
fond of the water as I used to be before 
the flood,” she joked.

This sense of humor reflects her 
outlook on the challenges of her job. 
She said that sometimes when she tells 
people what she does for a living, they 
tell her that it must be very hard. “I say, 
it’s really not. Certainly, it has its chal-
lenges, but challenge is good; we all need 
challenges in our lives,” she said. 

“The opportunity to see people 
that we serve grow and become more 
independent and be welcomed in the 
community — that’s what keeps us all 
coming back.” 
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SK ANy grown woman, and you can 
bet she’s familiar with “the girl 

box.” She might not know the 
term, but she knows the space.

Girl box is a term coined by na-
tional Girls on the Run founder Molly 
Barker. It refers to a space where only 
girls of a certain size and a certain beau-
ty are popular. In the girl box, if you 
want to fit in, you need to mold your 
personality and your body to meet the 
requirements. The myth is that those 
are the girls who are valued and loved.

In southwest Michigan and in com-
munities all around the nation, Girls on 
the Run programs are helping girls dis-
cover their inner strength and beauty, 
and helping them find the courage to 
bust out of that girl box.

Led by Sandy Barry-Loken, her 
staff, and hundreds of volunteers, the 
Greater Kalamazoo Girls on the Run 
has become one of the largest and most 
respected GOTR programs in the na-
tion. This year, 1,951 third-, fourth-, 
and fifth-grade girls on 146 teams will 
be nurtured and cheered by 307 coaches 
through 20 practices and a celebration 
5K run/walk on May 21.

In 2001 a group of fitness experts 
in Kalamazoo became aware of a Girls 
on the Run program being offered in 
Holland, Mich., and they read a profile 
of the national organization in Runner’s 
World Magazine. Chris Lampen-Crow-
ell from Gazelle Sports, 
Tina Kubas and Julie Lug-
inbill, who both worked for 
Kalamazoo County Health 
and Community Services, 
and Becky Argue from 
the Fit Five Fitness Coun-
cil were impressed with 
the program and thought 
southwest Michigan girls 
might benefit from the mes-
sages about self-esteem and 
empowerment. 

With Kubas acting as coordina-
tor, they watched their dream come 
together in the spring of 2002, with 350 
girls participating in the first, Greater-

Kalamazoo, Girls on the Run program. 
Following the national model, they 
met twice a week for 10 weeks in small 
groups for practices, and celebrated 

their accomplishments with a 5K run at 
the end of the season.

By 2003 Sandy Barry-Loken was 
on board as coordinator of the pro-

Two Thousand and Growing
“We know there is power in movement, and we don’t care how you 
get there—hop, skip, jump, cartwheel or summersault.”
      — Sandy Barry-Loken

By Jessica English

GOTR Program Coordinator Sandy Barry-Loken
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gram. On her first day, she attended 
and helped run a training program for 
almost 100 volunteer coaches. “There’s 
nothing like jumping right in,” she says 
with a laugh.

That year, the program’s girl base 
swelled to 642. It was clear that Girls on 
the Run was striking a cord in Kalama-
zoo.

At its core, Girls on the Run aims to 
educate and prepare girls for a lifetime 
of healthy living and self-respect. Sure, 
the running part is fun for many girls, 
but the physical movement is integrated 
with lessons on such diverse issues as 
emotional health, nutrition, coopera-
tion, bullying, media savvy, volunteer-
ism and community. 

For 10 weeks, groups of 12 to 15 
girls meet twice a week for 90 minutes 
with their two volunteer coaches. Each 
Girls on the Run lesson comes from the 
national organization, crafted to keep 
the girls moving and thinking. The 
session begins with a warm-up and a 
getting-on-board activity that brings the 
girls’ focus onto the day’s topic. From 
there, each lesson includes: 

— a stretching routine combined 
with a question-and-answer activity;

— a workout period that revolves 
around a game or a team goal;

— cool-down stretching and more 
questions and answers; and

— a closing activity that includes 
positive words from the coaches on 
individual and group behavior.

“In the first couple of lessons, they 
might only be running for 10 or 20 
minutes total,” Sandy notes. “By the 
time they’ve had 20 practices together, 
they’re running upwards of two-and-a-
half or three miles during the practice. 
It’s a gradual program to prepare them 
to complete the 5K run/walk at our 
celebration event.” 

The program works in large part, 
Sandy adds, because it is fun. 
All the lessons include a number 

of interactive elements and the chance 
to talk and brainstorm together. They’re 

moving their bodies, but 
it’s not all work.

Supporting girls at all 
fitness levels has been one 
of the core values for Girls 
on the Run. After all, being 
out of the girl box means 
that we value everyone, 
regardless of their shape or 
size. Girls don’t even have 
to run during practice or at 
the celebration event—and 
many walk.

“We always stress that 
we’re not trying to build 
elite runners,” Sandy says. 
“Some of our girls will 
not run the entire season 
they’re with us. We know 
there is power in move-
ment, and we don’t care 
how you get there—hop, 
skip, jump, cartwheel or 
summersault. Just get there.

“Some of our girls 
are walkers, and others 
find that running is one of 
their gifts and they end up 
becoming track stars. This 
program truly embraces 
every girl, whatever her 
unique abilities.” 

The noncompetitive 
aspect of Girls on the 
Run makes it unique in 
the youth sports world. No one wins 
or loses. In fact, at the 5K celebration 
event, every girl wears the number 1 

and receives a medal at the finish line. 
As a team, a group might set a goal to 
reach 100 laps at a practice. That could 

Two Thousand and Growing
“We know there is power in movement, and we don’t care how you 
get there—hop, skip, jump, cartwheel or summersault.”
      — Sandy Barry-Loken

Coaches Jane Clark and Lisa Cavanaugh make it a team effort 
with GOTR participant Katie Romano.
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on the Run

mean one girl runs 15 laps and another 
runs five, but they all work together to 
reach that goal. Running, they stress, 
is about working toward individual ac-
complishments and finding success in 
reaching those goals.

Coaches see a huge range of girls, 
not just physically diverse but emotion-
ally diverse as well. Teammates and 
coaches rally together to cheer every 
girl on, and even begin to change the 
language they use to talk about them-
selves. By the end of the program, 
coaches hear girls say things like: “I can 
do anything I set my mind to,” or “I’m 
beautiful just the way I am.”

“The girls’ discoveries are so in-
dividual,” Sandy reflects. “They might 
discover a physical gift, tap into inner 
strength they didn’t know they had, or 
learn to honor their voice.”

To serve almost 2,000 girls, it takes 
a village. A village of volunteers, that is, 

to shepherd the girls through 10 weeks 
of lessons and runs and to keep them 
organized for the celebration 5K. This 
spring, 307 coaches will participate 

in the Girls on the Run program that 
serves third- through fifth-graders, 
while 34 more will help in the fall with 
the Girls on Track program for sixth, 

Jessie Bierlein is one of hundreds of 
area volunteers who have served as 
Girls-on-the-Run coaches.

In her early days as a Girls-on-the-
Run coach, Jessie Bierlein was a little 
impatient. She was expecting trans-
formation in the girls, and it wasn’t 
happening quite as magically as she’d 
imagined. 

“I didn’t see huge changes right 
away, so I started to wonder if I was 
doing something wrong,” recalls Jessie, 
who is a school counselor at Green 
Meadow Elementary School in Com-
stock. “But then as the weeks went by, I 
started to slow down and observe these 
seeds being planted, and then they 
would slowly integrate some of these 
lessons into how they were living. It 
was amazing to watch; all I had to do 
was wait for it.” 

At first, for example, the coaches 
seemed to go over the top with encour-
aging and supporting others on the 
team. There were cheers and positive 
thoughts, and the other girls would 
reluctantly go along with it, often roll-
ing their eyes.

By the end, those support roles 
came very naturally for the girls, and 
they’d be the ones suggesting that they 
go back and see who was still running, 
to encourage that girl to make her goal.

Bierlein had been expecting those 
kinds of changes in the girls but hadn’t 
necessarily expected changes in her-
self. She’d originally pictured herself 
as a great role model—a confident, 
professional woman with a healthy 
self-esteem.

“I realized that I was not as 
evolved as I thought I was, and I still 
had some work to do about my own girl 

box,” Jessie says. “I didn’t think I used 
the media or society as a gauge for how 
I felt about myself, but in working with 
Girls on the Run I recognized that nega-
tive voice in my head that said: ‘That’s 
beauty and you don’t look like that.’ 
Once I recognized it, I started to work on 
changing it.” 

Bierlein is now the site liaison for 
the program at her school. As a counsel-
or, she’s especially appreciative that the 
program is available to all girls. 

“Girls on the Run offers this amaz-
ing opportunity to help girls find their 
own spirit and their voice,” Bierlein says. 
“I’m always looking for opportunities to 
empower and strengthen kids, but we so 
often run up against a brick wall because 
of money. Knowing that Girls on the Run 
is available to every girl, whether or not 
she can afford to pay one dime, is just so 
wonderful.” 

Coaches Also Benefit

Jessie Bierlein
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seventh and eighth grades. Another 300 
volunteers help to organize and execute 
the celebration run/walk. 

A Girls on the Run coach makes a 
big commitment. From January through 
May, Sandy estimates that each coach 
puts in 80 to 100 hours of time to run 
lessons, plan a service project with her 
girls, participate in the 5K and hold 
an end-of-season banquet. Before they 
can even become volunteers, they go 
through a rigorous interview process, a 
back-ground check, and extensive train-
ing in the Girls on the Run philosophy. 

“Our volunteers are amazing,” 

A group of happy girls celebrates their hard 
work together.
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on the Run

Sandy says. “We turn over every stone 
looking for people who really believe in 
the goals of this program and can serve 
as amazing role models for our girls.” 

Juli Ginn is one of thousands of 
southwest-Michigan girls who have 
participated in Girls on the Run. And 
as an 11-year-old participant, there’s 
one particular Girls on the Run cheer 
that Juli really loves. 

“you take your hand like you’re 
spraying window cleaner, and you say, 
‘Chhh, chhh, FANTASTIC!’’ says Juli, 
who is in fifth grade at Thomas M. 
Ryan Intermediate School in the Gull 
Lake district. “The girls on my team 
are always doing that one, and it always 
makes us feel good about ourselves.” 

Juli’s mom, Kimberly Ginn, en-
couraged her to get involved with Girls 
on the Run last year. As she describes 
it, Juli is a very sensitive girl who never 
really enjoyed competitive sports—she 
simply doesn’t like to see anyone lose. 
But Juli’s parents wanted her to have 
opportunities to be physically active, 
and Girls on the Run felt like a good fit.

“you can run and feel so good 
about yourself,” says Juli, who also 
participated last year in the Girls on 
the Run (GOTR) camp at the Sherman 
Lake yWCA. “Like today was really 
pleasant outside, and you can just 
run around and feel the wind in your 
hair, and it’s just very fun. I probably 
wouldn’t have discovered that without 
Girls on the Run,” she says.

Juli also appreciates the relation-
ships she’s developed with her team-
mates and coaches, and she looks for-
ward to her 90-minute practices each 
Monday and Wednesday for 10 weeks.

Everyone is very nice and encourag-
ing, she says, and she enjoys the lessons 
on a variety of topics, like being true to 
yourself and staying away from drugs. 
One big lesson for her has been that posi-

Be True to
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Sandy and her colleagues hear over and 
over again how much the coaches take 
away from the experience themselves. 

tive thinking always works best.
“Girls on the Run is a place where I 

can get out my feelings without worry-
ing about anyone making fun of me,” Juli 
reflects. “It’s a very safe environment.” 

Kimberly has been impressed with 
the changes in her daughter since she 
joined Girls on the Run. She’s noticed 
that Juli seems more self-confident in 
both her spirit and her physical abilities.

“She has such long, strong legs,” 
Kimberly says. “She looks like a gazelle 
when she runs; it’s just beautiful to 
watch.”  

Be True to Yourself

Program participant Juli Ginn 
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on the Run

“Coaches are forever changed by 
the experience with Girls on the Run,” 
Sandy reflects. “The lessons we’re lead-
ing with our girls also help us as women 
at any age. The ability to stand up for 
ourselves, to discover our voices, and to 
stay true to who we are as individuals 
are gifts that we can all benefit from.”

Sandy Barry-Loken has taken her 
own personal journey with Girls 
on the Run. She made a huge 

leap of faith to leave a stable job with 
great benefits in student activities at 
Western Michigan University. But there 
was something about the program that 
really spoke to her heart.

“It has been truly transformational 
for me,” Sandy says of her six years with 
Girls on the Run. “Certainly I came to 
this role to give, not to have some sort 
of life change. But Girls on the Run has 
really given me an awareness of my own 
personal power. These girls and all of 
our volunteers really challenge me to 
stay out of that girl box.”

Even as an adult, she says, it’s easy 
to start self doubting. you hate your 
hair, you’re not smart enough, you don’t 

“Some of our girls are 

walkers, and others 

find that running is one 

of their gifts and they 

end up becoming track 

stars. This program truly 

embraces every girl, 

whatever her unique 

abilities.” 
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have anything attractive to wear, you 
drive a mini-van instead of a sports 
car. Girls on the Run has given her an 
awareness and language, she says, when 
she finds herself slipping into negative 
self talk. 

“There was a time in my life when 
I thought I was defined by things other 
than what really matter to me—being 
a good mother, a good wife and a good 
friend,” Sandy says. “It’s easier for me 
now to turn off that negative inter-
nal voice, and as a mother, it’s really 
increased my awareness of how I talk 
about myself when I’m with my chil-
dren.” 

The program has also inspired 
Sandy to challenge herself physically. 
She’d been a casual and occasional 
runner throughout her life, but Girls on 
the Run propelled her running to a new 
level. 

While running a 10K event some 
years back, Sandy recalls telling her 
running partner that she would never, 
never run a marathon.

“Well, now I’ve run two mara-
thons,” Sandy says with a smile. “The 
first one I ran was to benefit Team 
Tiara, now known as SoleMates, which 

provides scholarships for girls who can’t 
afford the Girls on the Run program. 
Supporting that cause really pushed me 
to get past the boundary I thought was 
there, and now I realize that the only 
limits are the ones you set for yourself.”

As with so many organizations, 
Girls on the Run is feeling the pinch 
of the tight economy. The Kalamazoo 
chapter has committed to providing 
its program to every girl who wants to 
participate, regardless of whether or not 
her family can afford the $150 program 
fee. This year, 74 percent of the Greater 
Kalamazoo Girls on the Run partici-
pants are receiving financial assistance 
at a time when many businesses, fami-
lies and foundations are cutting back on 
their charitable contributions. 

“We are definitely developing a 
long-term, fund-development strategy 
that can work in the economic environ-
ment facing our community and our 
country,” Sandy says. 

On a national level, Girls on the 
Run is working to keep the curriculum 
relevant as girls’ needs change. Just this 
year, the Girls on Track curriculum was 
revised to include a lesson on Internet 
safety, including instant messaging and 
interactions on Facebook and MySpace.

And here in Southwest Michigan, 
Sandy and her colleagues are going to 
keep on reaching out to girls.

“Every time we think we’ve really 
saturated our community, more girls 
and more sites come forward with an 
interest and a love for Girls on the Run,” 
Sandy says. “We truly have this dream 
that all girls will have access to this 
program, and ultimately it will become 
this amazing right of passage that every 
girl has the opportunity to experience.

“I really believe that together we 
can get there!” 

Kalamazoo Area Girls on the Run 
programs include third- through fifth-
graders in the spring, sixth- through 
eighth-graders in the fall (called Girls on 
Track), and summer camp in July at the 
Sherman Lake YMCA.

Algae

Below the steep hill, almost lost
in the trees, is a small lake,
nothing flowing in or out, a 

handful

of memory left by the last glacier.
Hikers and dog walkers never
look down, so I can claim it.

Whatever I have left 
I shrug off, let skid over the fallen 
trunks and disappear into

my green bowl.  Three mallards 
coast in, lower their legs
to clear a landing strip, draw in

their wings, and rest
on the mossy carpet.

*             *             *

Those green cells lounging on the 
water

are generating oxygen and oil.  
Researchers 

speak of pond scum as the holy 
grail 

of bio fuels — my Petri dish, my 
lake.

*             *             *

A snake curls from an oak branch, 
a red-winged blackbird 
waits in the cattails.

Wind lifts a clean breath off 
the verdant cells.  I let fall 
what I can’t hold onto anymore, 

what was and isn’t.

               By Conrad Hilberry

When participating in GOTR events, hi-fives 
between Madison Tran and Vanessa Vandenburg 
seem appropriate for the day.
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Habitat

Celebrating 150 
Homeowner Families

Thank you for 
building with us,
Kalamazoo!

Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity
525 E. Kalamazoo Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(269) 344-2443

Kalamazoo Valley 
Habitat for Humanity RESTORE
1810 E. Lake St., Kalamazoo, MI 49001
(269) 381-5523

www.habitatkalamazoo.org

This advertisement proudly sponsored by

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Securities offered exclusively through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Member NASD and SIPC

a

Heilman’s
NUTS & CONFECTIONS
kind of nutty, but in a good way!
1804 South Westnedge Ave • 269-383-1188 • www.nuts2you.com

H
NUTS & CONFECTIONS
kind of nutty, but in a good way!
1804 South Westnedge Ave

8167 HeilmansEncoreAd2Fn
9.12.07
jsteen@allied-art.com

4 3/4" x 2 1/4"

eilmailmaHH n’sn’ilmailmailmailmailmailmailmailmailmailma

ENHANCING 
YOUR 
CORPORATE 
IMAGE

349-6805
CLIENT: Borroughs, Kalamazoo Public Library

USE: Promotion, Web, Brochures

(Continued from page 31)

Nature

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Birding with the Stars — A guided, morn-
ing bird hike with a professional birder will 
share a few tips. Russ Schipper, Audubon 
Society, May 11. 8–9:30 a.m.
Wildflowers After Work — See the intri-
cate and lovely blossoms and learn to iden-
tify them on these outdoor, guided walks. 
May 6 & 13, 5:30 p.m.
Mother/Daughter Sunset Hike — An 
evening walk to heighten your senses. May 
12, 7:30–9 p.m.
Boomers and Beyond: Migratory Bird 
Walk — For ages 55+, learn about bountiful 
stopover places for migrating birds. Bring a 
lunch. May 26, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.

Kellogg Biological Station
671-2510

W.K. Kellogg Manner House Tours — 
Tour this classic example of Tudor Revival 
architecture. Public guided tours will be 
offered from 1 to 5 p.m.; with the last tour 
beginning at 4 p.m. Tours start about every 
thirty minutes. June 7.
Kellogg Bird Sanctuary Tours — Public 
tours are offered. Tours run from 10–11:30 
a.m. May 30, June 27, July 25, August 22, 
September 26, October 24 & November 28.

In you have air space for their gliding, you might 
enjoy purple martins. Consider erecting a house 
for them this season!
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Visit our smoke-�ee 
shopping environment

On the Kalamazoo Mall at South St.

check out our new location

A GREAT 
SELECTION OF 

CIGARS AND
SMOKERS’ 

ACCESSORIES

 FINE 
 WINES 

AND 
SPIRITS

•
RIEDEL 

STEMWARE

Poetry anyone? How about 
shar ing your verse wi th       
Kalamazoo-area readers? 
Please submit a short per-
sonal profile to accompany it.

Encore Magazine
c/o Poetry Editor

350 S. Burdick St., Suite 316
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

editor@encorekalamazoo.com

In 1954–55, the Kalamazoo State 
Hospital, the first facility built and 
maintained by the State of Michigan for 
the care of the mentally ill, reached its 
peak patient count of 3,500 people and 
was comprised of 50 buildings. Brook 
Farm and Colony Farm were also part of 
the grounds and had a dual advantage: 
that of providing the hospital with much 
of its food and also facilitating a form of 
treatment for stabilized patients, many of 
whom worked there. In fact, the hospital 
functioned almost independently, having a bakery, laundry, library, canteen, 
garage, cannery, general kitchen, greenhouse, power plant and water system. 
A noteworthy result of this independence included a lawsuit (later withdrawn) 
filed in the early 1870s as a result of the water system. Apparently a local 
manufacturer wasn’t too happy with the amount of water he perceived the 
facility was removing from Arcadia Creek.

Information provided by Beth Timmerman of the Kalamazoo Public Library.

Answer!
A look at Kalamazoo

(question on p. 10)
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Old age is 15 years older than I am.
– Baruch
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Guess
WHO

As a tribute to the 200 local men and women 
who have posed as an Encore centerfold, we are 
presenting 12 of the most unique from our archives. This was 
a difficult selection process when considering the fun we have 
had with every one of our guest actors, all of whom have been 
so willing to wear a disguise during the past 20 years.
remember these models?

1. Barry Ross, British palace guard, December 1994
2. Steve Zegree, 1970s rock musician, February 1992
3. James Miller, classic Greek philosopher, April 1992

 4. Geoffrey Clapp, clown, April 1997
 5. Marilyn Schlack, Cleopatra, April 1990
 6. Romeo Phillips, Mardi Gras king, February 2002
 7. Ken Miller, Grinch, December 2005
 8. Diether Haenicke, Santa Claus, December 1988
 9. Jim Gregart, Batman, October 1992

   
 10. yoshimi Takeda, Elvis Presley, February 1994
 11. Jim Gilmore, motorcycle rider, January 1989
 12. Bob Ezelle, Rudolph, December 2007

Diether Haenicke and Jim Gilmore blazed the trail as the 
first two willing celebrities. We look forward to many more 
years of costuming fun to show the sense of humor within the 
community’s leadership. 

Now, be honest. How many of these Guess Who reruns 
were you able to name without reading the answer?

Answer To

Costume courtesy of timid Rabbit Costume shop.
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KNI • 1700 Gull Road • Kalamazoo, MI 49048 • 269.342.1099 • www.kniimaging.com

The Future of 
Imaging is Here

When KNI introduced Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI) to Southwestern Michigan in 1985, few people
knew what was in store for this amazing technology.  

Originally used primarily to diagnose disorders of the
brain and spine, MRI has become the safest, most-
advanced diagnostic imaging technology available to
physicians. MRI today is used by physicians to help
patients prevent disease, to detect injury and illness
in all parts of the body and to design treatment plans
and monitor post-operative surgery progress.

KNI is home to the most powerful and the most
advanced imaging technology in Southwestern
Michigan. Five MRIs, including this region’s only high-
field open MRI, serve patients at KNI’s Gull Road site

and on the campus of Borgess Medical Center, KNI’s
long-standing medical partner. Specialists at Premier
Radiology in recent years have helped KNI continue
to grow and make possible new procedures and new
technology. The Premier team has more than a dozen
radiologists, including MRI specialists.  

KNI continues to introduce new software, techniques
and knowledge to serve physicians and patients
throughout Southwestern Michigan.
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