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Who knew there was so much satisfaction  
with retirement?
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Financial Security from Generation to Generation

Ease of transferring benefits plan to Greenleaf 100%

Friendliness and helpfulness 100%

Questions answered promptly 100%

Listens to needs 100%

Treated importantly 95.5%

Information about important events 100%

Focusing on and resolving key issues 100%

Fund performance information satisfaction 100%

Helpfulness of seminars 100%

In a recently conducted survey of 
Greenleaf Trust’s Retirement Plan 
Services clients, respondents rated  
our effectiveness, attentiveness, success 
in meeting objectives, and overall  
performance across the board.  
We listened carefully to every comment 
and suggestion, knowing there’s  
always room for us to improve.  

That’s especially important when one  
is entrusted, as we are, to provide  
prudent retirement fund investment 
options and guidance for thousands  
and thousands of good, hard-working 
people. So thank you, esteemed clients, 
for the privilege of working with you 
and for the honor of serving your  
employees. In truth, it’s a dream job.



Whether it’s a hysterectomy, prostatectomy or general surgery, we’re always 

asking the question: How can we achieve better patient outcomes? Recently, 

this all-important question led us to a state-of-the-art answer —  a robot 

called the da Vinci® Surgical System. 3-D high-definition picture quality 

enhances surgical precision. The results are extraordinary: Incisions are 

tiny. Tissue damage is minimal. And blood loss is greatly reduced. Best of 

all, patients are on the mend and back to their best self faster than 

ever before. In Kalamazoo, robotic surgery is only available at one hospital.

The same hospital that brings you Positivity. Bronson.

ROBOTIC SURGERY. 
BACK TO YOUR BEST SELF BEFORE
SHE EVEN KNOWS YOU WERE AWAY. 

bronsonhealth.com/davinci



SEE, TASTE & TOUCH
THE POSSIBILITIES WITH THE

SCHOLTEN DIFFERENCE

Call Dan to learn how 
you can experience 
luxury living at an 
affordable price.

Visit our Showroom
1728 S. Westnedge Ave.

(269) 345-1166

scholtenkitchenandbath.com

SIXTY YEARS — a blip on the radar of mankind, a significant 
part of a man’s life, an eternity for a community event. And yet, 
the KIA Art Fair has not only continued for 60 years but has 

grown in size and stature over the years.
When the first Art Fair was held in 

1951, the Kalamazoo Art Center (now the 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts) was still located 
in a former residence, Harry Truman was 
president, and first class postage was $.03. 
It was another 10 years before the building 
on Lovell and Park streets became a reality. 
Finally the Art Center had a structure that 
was constructed specifically to house art. 

This was a major turning point for the visual arts in Kalamazoo.
The new building opened up many possibilities, including 

significant expansion of the art school. For the first time, actual 
studios would be dedicated to teaching the various genres. 
Another opportunity came with construction of a true art center; 
it was the opportunity to develop a permanent collection. The 
permanent collection would be devoted to five major divisions: 
American painting, small sculpture, ceramics, works on paper, and 
photography. The inclusion of photography was unusual 50 years 
ago as many didn’t consider photography to be art in those days.

While the KIA was growing in size and stature, trouble 
was brewing around the world. John Kennedy had been sworn 
in as president that January, just 17 days after the United States 
broke off diplomatic relations with Cuba. The infamous Bay 
of Pigs invasion happened that year, and the Berlin Wall was 

constructed. 1961 was also the year that OPEC was formed to control 
oil production and prices. Through it all the KIA continued to grow 
in size and professionalism, and the Art Fair followed suit. 

Then, 27 years after constructing the first permanent building, 
the community financially supported the renovation and expansion 
of the KIA. The year was 1998: Bill Clinton was president, the Euro 
was introduced, and the Unabomber was apprehended. Terry Nichols 
was sentenced for the Oklahoma City bombing, President Clinton 
was impeached, and a peace accord was reached in Northern Ireland. 
And yet, the KIA continued to develop and prosper, and the Art Fair 
carried on, bringing ever better art to the Kalamazoo community.

Many things have changed since the KIA was formed in 1924 
(when Calvin Coolidge was president). Certainly the KIA has changed. 
The permanent collection now includes over 4,000 works of art, more 
than 3,000 students will study in the art school, and over 100,000 
people will visit to view the art on display. Additionally, the KIA will 
conduct many programs for people of all ages and interests. 

While the KIA has grown dramatically over the past 87 years, 
two things remain constant — general admission is free and the 
original mission to encourage the creation and appreciation of the 
visual arts continues to guide the institution.  

But one of the most popular and long-standing programs offered 
is the Art Fair. So enjoy that ever-growing event again this year in 
June, and visit the KIA all year long.
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JANICE MARSH 
PRELESNIK inspects 
echinacea she dug from 
a friend’s garden in 
Kalamazoo.

36
Kona and Delilah play tug-o-war 

at Camp Fido, one of the area’s 
DOGGY DAYCARE facilities.
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IN THE DEPTHS of the Great Depression, Bastian DeVisser, 
who had lost his 40-acre farm and moved to Portage, swapped 
a large number of dahlia bulbs he had raised on the farm for a 

1928 Chevy flatbed truck owned by a neighbor.
“He looked for work to do using that truck,” said Henry 

DeVisser, the second of five sons in the family. “Mostly he hauled 
rubbish and ashes from the coal-fired furnaces.

“Over time, he started hauling gravel, sand and top soil.”
Henry, 92-years-old and sharp as a tack, said that his dad 

was not in good health. And in 1936, when he was only 43 years 
old, he died.

“Mom was left with five children and didn’t know what we 
would do. My older brother Adrian, who had helped Dad, and I 
quit school and went to work.”

Over the next 75 years, that simple hauling business — and 
the DeVisser family — has grown into what today is a multifac-
eted business that offers all phases of landscape design, construc-
tion, outdoor lighting and maintenance, as well as Weed Man 
Lawn Care franchises here and in Northern Indiana.

That ’28 Chevy flatbed became the first of many trucks 
owned by Henry over the years, each of which he recalls in fond 
detail.

“After Dad died, we 
continued doing what he 
had done,” he said. “We 
hauled a lot of sand and 
gravel and a lot of baby 
sand used in backyard 
sand boxes for kids.

“We had to shovel everything onto that flatbed truck by 
hand, and that was a lot of labor.” Inspired by a desire to reduce 
the backbreaking shoveling, the brothers devised an “A” frame 
device with a pulley and cable, and that employed a hand wench 
to lift the sand or gravel in a container to the truck’s flatbed. Once 
the container was in place, gravity took over, dumping most of 
the contents and significantly reducing the rigors of shoveling.

“We had that truck for two or three years and upgraded to 
a used 1934 Chevy with a chassis and cab,” he said. “We went to 
a junkyard and bought a used hydraulic hoist and put it on the 
truck. No more cranking. We were pretty proud of that.”

As the business grew, Henry and Adrian acquired enough 
money to purchase their first new vehicle, a 1939 Chevy. “We 
were so proud of that truck,” he said.

Two years later, though, World War II started and Henry 
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Key members of the DeVisser Landscape 
family are (left to right) Nathan DeVisser, 
Dave DiVisser, Henry DeVisser, Joel DeVisser, 
Ryan Rykse and Jan Post.

A ’28 Chevy flatbed 
was the beginning for 
DeVisser Landscape 
Services.

By Bill Krasean
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joined the Army, serving 
most of his time in the central 
Pacific. Adrian, during his 
brother’s absence, maintained 
the business. And when Henry 
was discharged on Oct. 30, 1945, the two brothers were together 
again, calling themselves the DeVisser Brothers.

“We each decided that we needed our own trucks,” he said. 
“I got a GMC and so did Adrian.”

Over the next two decades, as they hauled more and more 
topsoil, DeVisser Brothers slowly evolved into a landscaping busi-
ness. “When we’d deliver a load, the customer would often ask us 
to spread the topsoil,” he said. “And then they started asking us 
to put in grass.”

Henry and Adrian worked closely with the owners of Pru-
dential Nursery in Vicksburg on some projects, and the brothers 
learned how to design yard plans.

“We attended seminars and joined the Kalamazoo Valley 
Landscape and Nursery Association,” Henry said. “We traded 
information, too, but I received more than I gave.”

In the 1950s, lawn installations and landscape planting 
replaced general hauling as the main business, and in the 1960s, 

underground sprinkler systems, retaining walls and brickwork 
were added.

The business wasn’t all that grew over the decades. So, too, 
did their families.

Henry’s sons, Dave and Don, both graduated from Michigan 
State University where they majored in landscaping.

“I had started working with Dad during the summer when 
I was in high school,” said Dave DeVisser, who is now president 
of DeVisser Landscape. After he graduated from MSU in the mid-
1970s, however, Dave and his wife Joan moved to Washington 
state where he worked in the nursery and landscape business.

“Dad wanted us to come back and take over the business,” 
Dave said, “so a few years later we moved back.”

AT THAT POINT DeVisser Landscaping offered landscap-
ing, sprinkler systems, and, in winter, snow-plowing. 
Dave’s brother, Don, and wife moved to Petoskey and are 

not involved in the business.
“We slowly grew the business,” Dave said, “and as the 

workload increased, we started hiring more people. We added a 
worker every year or so. Uncle Adrian retired in 1983, and about 
that time I started getting ownership. Dad retired about the same 
time.”

Well, semi-retired.
“I still ran errands and picked up nursery stock when we 

needed the help,” Henry said. “I did things that needed to be done 
and there was no one else to do it.”

He’d even go through the garbage to retrieve some things 
that had been tossed away. “I came out of the Depression,” Henry 
said, explaining his desire to avoid waste.

A little more than a decade ago, Dave’s son, Joel, joined the 
company after earning a business degree from Western Michigan 
University. “No one until then had experience in the business 
end of it,” Dave said. Joel’s younger brother Nate earned a busi-
ness minor at Hope College and also signed on.

Today Joel is vice president of DeVisser Landscape and 
Landscape Division manager. Nathan is Weed Man Division 
manager.

Several years ago, DeVisser Landscape purchased a small 
maintenance business owned by Ryan Rykse, who is now 

The next generation of leaders 
for DeVisser Landscape Services 
includes (from top left) Joel 
DeVisser shown with some of the 
company’s heavy equipment, Nate 
DeVisser filling a lawn spreader, 
and Ryan Rykse riding one of the 
many commercial lawn mowers.
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Looking for a new view?

Jim Gilmore Enterprises

DeVisser

Henry, who has significant vision 
loss from macular degeneration in both 
eyes, is as enthusiastic about the busi-
ness as he was about that first Chevy 
flatbed truck.

“Quality work at a reasonable 
price — that has always been the goal,” 
he said.

“I’m so proud that my sons and their 
families took an interest in the business 
and made it such a success. I hear so 
many good words about the business and 
my family.

“It really makes a person grateful to 
know that his children can carry on the 
business so well.” 

Maintenance Division manager.
“We added lawn mowing and Weed 

Man to our landscape, construction and 
irrigation services,” Dave said. “The 
young people brought a lot of energy 
and ideas that have helped us grow the 
business.”

Dave sold the sprinkler business 
about a year ago.

DeVisser employs seven people year 
round, including Dave’s sister, Jan Post, 
who is office manager and co-owner.

In spring, summer and fall they 
typically have a staff of about 25 people. 
In winter the snowplowing business 
uses about 40 subcontractors who clear 

parking lots for some 75 commercial 
accounts.

Dave served a term as president of 
the Michigan Nursery and Landscape 
Association and these days does what 
his dad did before retiring: He oversees 
operations in the field and works to 
maintain quality control.

Joel does design work and job esti-
mates. Nathan manages the Weed Man 
services.

“This business is mostly all I’ve ever 
known,” Dave said. “And it really is part 
of the family. We’re not in it together just 
because we’re family, but because we 
enjoy it. My kids enjoy it, too.”
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hide the caches are mindful of that. When we find 
a cache, we often look around and say, ‘I never 
knew this was here.’ ”

The basics of geocaching are simple. People 
place inexpensive objects — swag — in watertight 
containers such as ammo cans and hide them. Some 
caches are hidden in plastic 35 mm film contain-
ers, and some are in containers as big as five-gallon 
buckets.

Those doing the hiding note the precise loca-
tion by longitude and latitude and post the coordi-
nates on the Web site, http://www.geocaching.com/

People who want to participate in searching 
for, or hiding, caches log on to the site and register 
a geocaching name. Margie and Huck are “Incor-
giables,” named for their Corgi, Holly.

Each cache typically contains swag and a log-
book — usually just a small notebook where those 
who discover the cache leave their name. Most often 
the swag consists of a small, plastic, child’s toy or 

T
HE FIRST SWAG they found, tucked in a coffee 
can under a big log in the Yankee Springs Rec-
reational Area north of Kalamazoo, was a state 

coin of Mississippi.
Not much of a prize, admittedly, but one that 

launched Rosemary “Huck” Marlatt and Margie 
Smith on a series of swag searches that have been a 
highlight on subsequent trips to six different coun-
tries and 14 states since that first find in 2006.

Motivations for all this travel by the rural Martin 
residents is a little-known but increasingly popular 
sport called “geocaching.” Geocaching is a high-
tech scavenger hunt that is barely a decade old but 
is played throughout the world by people who have 
a Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) device. The GPS 
aids participants in finding caches hidden by other 
geocachers, everywhere from building roofs in major 
cities to remote and difficult-to-access rural areas.

“Geocaching takes you places you normally 
wouldn’t go,” Margie said, “and the people who 

In Search of Swag

“It “s an obsession. There are people who report that they try   fo
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By Bill Krasean
Rosemary “Huck” 
Marlatt and Margie 
Smith display their 
bounty, accumulated 
from numerous 
geocaching 
adventures.
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other nearly worthless object. Huck and 
Margie affectionately refer to the swag as 
“geocrap.”

Among geocachers, there is but 
one steadfast rule: Take some stuff, 
leave some stuff. Some swag items are 
so-called “travel bugs.” The Missis-
sippi state coin that the pair found on 
their first geocaching expedition is one 
example. Margie and Huck took the 
coin, replacing it with some other swag, 
and later placed it in a cache they found 
in Illinois, noting where it came from 
and registering the traveling coin on the 
Web site.

Over the years they have followed 
the coin’s peregrinations, noting that 
it has been to the United Kingdom and 
Germany and back to the United States.

“None of the swag is worth much,” 
Margie said, “but in the end they make 
you smile.”

Geocaching got its start in a simple 
experiment in Oregon state by Dave Ulmer 
in 2000. On May 2, 2000, the federal 
government began allowing anyone with 
GPS devices to receive more highly precise 
location data from the 24 satellites that 
orbit high above the earth. Prior to that 
date only military and other governmental 

devices had access to precise latitude and 
longitude information.

Ulmer, a computer consultant, hid a 
container in a woods near Beavercreek, 
Ore., and posted its precise longitude 
and latitude — N 45º 17.460 W 122º 
24.800 — and posted it on an Internet 
GPS users Web site. His black bucket 
contained a logbook and pencil, videos, 
books, software and a slingshot.

Within three days, two different 
people read about his stash and used 
their own GPS devices to find the black 
bucket and then shared their success on 
the Internet. Like so many innovative 
ideas given space on the Internet, the 
game was quickly afoot.

Ulmer’s simple experiment became 
the slingshot heard around the world.

Today, 11 years after Ulmer planted 
the cache and the seed of an idea, geo-
caching has become a worldwide phe-
nomenon. In mid-March, the geocaching 
Web site noted that there are 1,311,947 
active caches and more than 5 million 
geocachers worldwide.

Two of those 5 million — Huck and 
Margie — say that they love the adven-
ture and the joy of being outside.

“We’re Girl Scouts through and 
through,” said Mar-
gie, an attorney at the 
VA Hospital in Battle 
Creek.

Geocaching has been added 
as yet another tool in the Kal-
amazoo Nature Center’s mission 
of getting people — especially 
kids — out the door and in the 
woods and fields.

Jen Wright, KNC’s vice 
president of education, said that 
there are five caches hidden 
around the North Westnedge 
Avenue property, and more will 
be added this year.

“Our purpose is to get peo-
ple around the property,” Wright 
said. “We’ve designed it to incor-
porate nature education in the 
searches, like having clues that 
require people to identify trees, 
for example. 

“We hope to get people to 
think about and observe nature.”

Those who want to geo-
cache at the Nature Center 
acquire coordinates at the desk 
inside the Interpretive Cen-
ter and begin by answering a 
question posted on the sundial 
adjacent to the parking lot.

“We encourage people to 
stay on the trails and follow the 
‘leave no trace’ policy,” Wright 
said. 

A number of individuals 
and groups have already come to 
the Nature Center in search of 
caches. “We definitely have been 
getting people here who have 
not been here before,” she said.

“What I like about geocach-
ing is that it’s a piece of technol-
ogy that you can use outdoors. 
The kids usually pick up on how 
to use the GPS more quickly 
than adults.

“It’s fun to see their little 
fingers and thumbs going at it.” 

Geocaching at the

Kalamazoo Nature Center

ry   for 20 or 30 a day. That “s all they do.”

In Grand Turk this past February, Huck Marlatt 
records her name and hometown on the registry 
found inside the tube she and Margie located near 
the island’s lighthouse.
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K A L A M A Z O O ’ S  D O W N T O W N  G A L L E R Y
M O N T H L Y  E X H I B I T S

3 5 6  S o u t h  K a l a m a z o o  M a l l
Hours of operation: M-F 10-5  Sat. 11-3
W e b :  m i d t o w n k a l a m a z o o . c o m

T e l :  2 6 9 . 3 7 2 . 0 1 3 4

J e w e l r y  a r t i s t  D e n i s e  F l e t c h e r . . . i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  M i d t o w n  G a l l e r y

ON THE ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT CORNER OF DOWNTOWN
EPIC CENTER STATE THEATRE GAZETTE MIDTOWN GALLERY

Living! Laughing! Loving Life!
At Wyndham Apartments, we believe you deserve to live a carefree 
lifestyle at any age. Whether you choose to stay fi t with our award 
winning senior fi tness program or take up golf, it’s your life, so live it! 
Our “close-to-everything” location makes it easy for you to enjoy all 
that downtown has to offer. 

Wyndham Apartments offers the good life – start living yours today!

2300 Portage Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001

www.heritagecommunity.com

Call 269.276.4055 
to schedule a 

personal tour today!

“We have always enjoyed hiking, 
canoeing, kayaking — the good outdoor-
sy stuff,” said Huck, who is a physical 
therapist at Bronson Methodist Hospital.

There are a large number of caches 
hidden in the greater Kalamazoo area, 
and the two have sought out many of 
them. And before heading out on vacation 
elsewhere, they visit the geocaching Web 
site, sign in, and type in the Zip Code of 
the area they are about to visit. Instantly, 
they are provided with a number of cache 
locations and set about supplementing 
their trip with cache searches.

Both are fond of Scuba diving, and 
although they had not yet searched 
for underwater caches — yes, there are 
plenty of them — they have seen under-
water clues.

Part of the adventure is the fact that 
many caches are not hidden at the initial 
GPS site, but rather elsewhere. Geocach-
ers often find clues at a given location 
and use that to guide them to more clues 
or the cache itself.

Since that first search in Yankee 
Springs, Huck and Margie have found 
about 300 caches.

“But 300 is just a drop in the bucket 
compared to some geocachers,” Margie 
said. “Some people have 10s of 1,000s of 
them. It’s an obsession. There are people 
who report that they try for 20 or 30 a 
day. That’s all they do.”

The GPS device they use is a basic 
one, a gift from Huck’s sister on her 50th 
birthday. And while more sophisticated 
devices are on the market, Huck said the 
one they use is perfectly adequate.

Geocaching
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Sensei Sofa

Harbour Bay Furniture Co.
Stuart, FL and Holland, MI

Downtown Holland · 212 S. River Ave., Holland · (616) 395-5554
Open Mon.–Sat. 10:00–5:30    www.harbourbayfurniture.com

I moved to a bank 
that wants to lend  
to local businesses – 
like mine.

At Keystone, we’re passionate about investing in small business 
because healthy small businesses make for a strong community. 
We have ears to listen, and money to lend. If you’re ready to  
move your business forward, come talk to us – because we’re 
ready to do business.

It pays to bank local. Make the move.

Visit us anytime at keystonebank.com,  
or just stop by your local branch.

Kalamazoo  |  Portage  |  Paw Paw

“Our Garmin (the brand) will take 
us pretty close,” Huck said. “Sometimes, 
though, the signal is weak when you are 
in a thick woods or near cliffs.”

“But mostly it gets us within 30 feet 
or so and once you are that close you 
can use your geo-sense that comes with 
practice and experience.”

One of their favorite cache searches 
was in New Orleans when they were 
taken to the top of a tall building and 
given a 60-minute talk on New Orleans 
as seen from high above the city. Oh, and 
there was a cache there, too.

Other sites are less spectacular and, 
sometimes, difficult to access. In one 
search, Huck literally had to squeeze 
into a small cave to find the cache and 
on another search they had to make an 
arduous climb over a Lake Michigan 
sand dune.

“Some are remarkably challenging,” 
Margie said. “Caches are even hidden in 
trees.

“Geocaching is good, clean fun. 
You’re not sitting in front of a TV and 
pushing buttons on the remote. It’s all 
about getting outside and moving.” 

 

Margie and Huck located a geocache at a 
museum on Grand Turk in February. Inside the 
box at this location, geocachers were to select 
from several inexpensive items available, so they 
chose a plastic squirt gun with an instruction 
tag that read, “Shoot someone you don’t know 
and record the reaction on the geocache web 
site.” Huck was designated “the squirter,” and, 
after agonizing over whom to shoot, she singled 
out the bartender at Bohio Dive Resort, where 
they were staying. His reaction after an initial 
surprised expression: “I am honored to have 
been selected.” The squirt gun was re-hidden at 
another geocache location so its whereabouts 
could continue to be tracked around the world.
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TIM KILMARTIN is one of the lucky ones who found a career fit early in life. 
He loves his job at Comerica Bank, where he is currently vice president in 
Middle Market Banking.

But Tim sees life as a buffet, where some people go straight for the roast beef, 
skipping over most of the other choices because they know what they like. He could 
be satisfied with being a good banker, but his style at the buffet of life is to sample a 
little bit of everything. He says, “Life, you should experience it, right?” One of the 
things he’s tried and liked is performing. Singing and acting have been a part of his 
life since childhood. 

Tim grew up in a musical family. His mother played piano every day while 
Tim was growing up, and his father sang in the church choir and was involved in 
variety-show fundraisers at Hackett High School, which Tim attended. Tim says, 
“It was always a part of my life, so I think it was natural that when I was in fourth 
grade, and they were doing ‘The Sound of Music,’ I said, ‘Sure I’ll do that!’ ”

Likewise he volunteered for other plays and talent shows (his sixth-grade 
impression of Richard Nixon was memorable but probably not terribly original, 
he says). He was involved in drama throughout high school and into his first 
couple of years at Western Michigan University, where he started out in the 
engineering school.

Tim had worked for Kal-Aero since he was in high school, and when he 
discovered he didn’t enjoy studying engineering, he considered changing his 
degree to aviation. That was when the vice president at Kal-Aero gave Tim 
what he considers the best piece of advice he’s gotten in his life: “Anything you 
need to know about airplanes we can teach you; go learn about business.” Tim 

transferred to business school and found “It all made sense to me.” 

Sampling 
the Buffet 

of Life 
“I’ve always been a big 
advocate of community 

involvement, but I really 
think it needs to be 
something you have

a passion for.”
— Tim Kilmartin

By Kit Almy

Tim with the barbershop quartet, “Four Grand,” 

that he performed with when he lived in Grand 

Rapids. Left to right are: Steve Brown, Tim 

Kilmartin, John Bloomquist, and Dan Casamatta.

Tim Kilmartin is shown in his everyday role as a 
banker, but featuring the 1970s hair style he wore for 
the Civic Players production of “Wait Until Dark.”
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Once in business school, Tim 
no longer had as much time to be 
involved in the theater, but he did 
respond to one special request, 
which turned out to be fateful. 
The Wesley Foundation at WMU 
was presenting “Ride, Ride,” a 
musical comedy based on the 
life of John Wesley, founder of 
the Methodist Church. (“It just 
missed the Tony,” Tim says 
laughing.) When a cast member 
had to drop out, director Billy 
Dalton, who had acted with 
Tim before, asked him to step 
in. Tim said yes — and met his 
future wife, Amy, in the cast.

Tim still thought he 
might go back to working at 
the airport after graduation, 
but instead an opportu-
nity at Comerica came up. 
He saw it as a way to get 
exposure to a variety of 
businesses and, hopefully, 
find the one where he’d 
want to make his career. 
“Well, as it turns out, banking was the 
career I was meant for,” he says.

He primarily works with loans but 
also coordinates assistance for other 
financial issues. He likes the variety of 
corporate clients with whom he works. 
He gets to know each company and its 
needs intimately, and sums up his work 
as helping customers be more successful. 
“That’s pretty much what we do, and I 
love that,” he says.

Starting a career and a family kept 
Tim too busy to do much performing. 
But when he was transferred from Kal-
amazoo to Grand Rapids after his first 
year with Comerica, he became involved 
in barbershop singing. This was a new 
experience for him, and he enjoyed the 
opportunity to develop his skills, be-
cause, he says, they “worked a lot on the 
craft of singing, breathing, vowel shapes, 
all those little nuances that you don’t 
think about when you’re just singing in 
the choir.” 

He performed with the Grand 

Rapids Great 
Lakes Barbershop Chorus and 
in a quartet named Four Grand. When 
the Grand Rapids Civic Theatre was 
looking for a real barbershop quartet to 
portray the members of the school board 
in “The Music Man,” Tim’s quartet took 
the parts. It was the first theater Tim had 
done in about 15 years, and it reminded 
him of how much fun it was. 

He continued to sing with the 
Grand Rapids chorus for several years, 
even after moving back to Kalamazoo. 
But life and work soon got busy, and 
performing was put on hold for a while. 
Then, Kalamazoo Civic Theatre director 
Duwain Hunt, who had directed Tim in 
high-school performances while student-
teaching, urged him to audition for pro-
ductions at the Civic. Finally, when they 
needed someone to play the minister in 
“Footloose,” Tim says, “I broke down 
and auditioned and got that part.” 

He says it was a dream come true. 
“When I was in high school, I thought I 

was OK for high school and 
community theater, but in 
my mind I thought the people 
who are really good are at the 
Civic, because they were the 
names that everybody knew. 
Fast forward 25 years, the first 
time I stepped on the stage I just 
got goosebumps. I thought, ‘I 

made it!’ It was the coolest thing.”
Tim has now appeared in six plays 

and musicals at the Civic, as well as 
in productions by Three Rivers and 
Comstock community theaters, the 
Whole Art Theatre, and the Kindleberger 
Summer Festival. “My wife pretty much 
has approved me to do give-or-take two 
shows a year,” he says. “She was a real 
saint when she let me do ‘Music Man’ in 
Grand Rapids, because we had a 4-year-
old and a 6-month-old,” he says. 

Now that their sons are in college, 
Tim isn’t as constrained by his kids’ 
activities, but he still encounters people 
who can’t understand why he performs 
so much. “People say it takes a lot of 
time and you don’t get paid for it, but 
it’s also like spending every night with 
your friends, which is not a bad thing,” 
he says.

The whole Kilmartin family has 
an appreciation for music of all kinds. 
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Tim’s first show with the Civic Players 
was “Footloose” in 2003.

Tim and his wife, Amy, both came 
from musical families. Tim’s 
mother, Jeanne Kilmartin, and 
Amy’s father, John Boekhout, 
performed together at Tim and 
Amy’s wedding and here at a 
family gathering.
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21st Annual
Boys & Girls Club

Golf Outing
Monday, May 23

Gull Lake Country Club
& Yarrow Golf Course

Over the past 21 years, this
outing has raised over $600,000
to support the positive programs

and activities offered to over
250 school-age youth each day

at the Boys & Girls Club!
Please join us.

For more information, 
visit www.bgckalamazoo.org

or call 269-349-4485.

says, “I’m a huge 
proponent of theater in general — youth 
theater in particular — because it teaches 
you self-confidence.”

“The Civic’s always been a special 
place for me,” Tim says, and because of 
this, he’s served on its board of directors 
for several years and is currently board 
vice president. He is also vice president 
of the board of the Greater Kalamazoo 
United Way, an organization with which 
he’s been involved for many years, be-
cause he values its work and that of the 
agencies it supports. In the past, Tim has 
volunteered on boards and committees 
for the Boy Scouts, Catholic Family Ser-
vices, Heritage Community of Kalama-
zoo, and Pretty Lake Adventure Center.  

He says, “I’ve always been a big 
advocate of community involvement, but 
I really think it needs to be something 
you have a passion for. To be on a board 
just to say you’re on a board, if you have 
no passion, you’re not doing anyone any 
good. I encourage everybody to find 
something that they like that also ben-
efits the community and is rewarding.”

Tim says Comerica has an active 
volunteer program, encouraging employ-
ees to be involved in the community. He 
is proud of the bank’s financial stability 
and loyalty to its customers, and he ap-
preciates its commitment to the arts and 
its flexibility in allowing him to par-
ticipate in his extracurricular activities. 
“Banking is what makes it all possible,” 
he says.

In addition to their musical inter-
ests, Tim and his family enjoy boating 
on Gun Lake in the summer, and they 
go to the Indy 500 every year. This year, 
they’re taking a trip to Ireland, their “last 

Like Tim, Amy had a musical 
upbringing — her father had 
played in a variety of bands 
her whole life. Tim says, “At 
our wedding during one of the 
band breaks, her dad played 
his clarinet and my mom 
played the piano. Two really, 
really good musicians comple-
menting each other was a 
very cool thing.” 

Tim and Amy sing in the contem-
porary music ensemble at St. Augus-
tine Cathedral. Amy also sings with 
the Kalamazoo Oratorio Society. Their 
younger son, John, played trombone 
throughout high school and now plays 
with the Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College band. Pete, the older son, does 
not perform but “plays a mean iPod,” 
Tim says. Pete is following in his father’s 
footsteps, though, by majoring in busi-
ness at WMU. 

Last year, Tim had the opportunity 
to perform with John, in a way. KVCC 
band director Chris Garrett is also 
director of the contemporary ensemble 
at St. Augustine, and when the band was 
putting on an orchestral arrangement of 
“Casey at the Bat,” he asked Tim to read 
the poem as the band performed.

Tim says, “When people know 
you’re comfortable in front of a micro-
phone, they tend to ask you to do that.” 
As a member of the Kalamazoo Rotary 
Club, Tim is often asked to lead the 
singing at meetings. He has also sung a 
few times with a Rotary band called “Rex 
and the Rotarians.”

Being known for a willingness to 
perform in public is all right with Tim. 
“I think I’ve taken a lot out of theater 
that has helped me with my job,” he says. 
He jokes that many people fear public 
speaking more than they fear death. 
“They’d rather be in the casket than giv-
ing the eulogy. (But) the more you get 
comfortable in front of people, the more 
it serves you in anything you do,” he 
says. The self-confidence he’s developed 
has helped him be more successful in 
helping his customers. Consequently, he 

Kilmartin

The Kilmartin family (Pete, Amy, Tim and John) enjoyed a family trip to Silver Lake.
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EVERYTHING
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big family vacation.”
Tim also enjoys being active, from 

going backpacking with his sons when 
they were in Boy Scouts to mountain 
climbing with his brother in Colorado. 
They have climbed some 14,000-foot 
peaks there, which Tim says is just “hik-
ing uphill” compared to the more serious 
climb they did a few years ago on Mt. 
Rainier.

Biking is one of Tim’s favorite sum-
mer past-times — he enjoys watching 
the scenery and having time to think. 
For several years he has participated 
in an annual ride across Iowa, and last 
summer he decided to ride around Lake 
Michigan, as a benefit for the Civic 
Theatre. He rode 937 miles in eight days 
and raised $4,000. “My wife, Saint Amy, 
supported me; she drove along, so I was 
never more than 20 miles away from 
a spare tire or water or food,” he says. 
Every few days he wrote an e-mail about 
his progress, which was posted on the 
Civic’s Web site. He hopes to do some-
thing similar this year and expand it to 
involve more people.

Tim is sure he’ll always be a per-
former, because when he isn’t perform-
ing he misses it, such as when the 
church choir takes a break in the sum-
mer. “I’m a different person when I don’t 
have a creative outlet,” he says. 

This outlet may take different forms, 
though. He enjoyed branching out from 
musical theater in his last Civic produc-
tion, “Wait Until Dark.” Although he’s 
done a couple of nonmusical comedies, 
this one was different. With a comedy, 
he says, “If you go off-script and it leads 
to a joke, it’s OK. That’s great fun, but a 
play like ‘Wait Until Dark,’ which is all 
about story and suspense, requires dif-
ferent skills of the actors.

“I just like it, I like acting,” he says.
There are plenty of other choices at 

the buffet, so it’s a good bet that Tim will 
try more new things. Someday he’s going 
to write a book, he says. He just doesn’t 
know what it will be about — yet, but he 
certainly has plenty of experiences from 
which to draw. 
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cian. My lodging was on the 
third floor of a brick-and-
marble guesthouse with 

a realty office and a small tailor shop with elegant, 
diaphanous, sequined dresses below. Across a narrow 
street rose a maze of one-room, honey-combed homes 
roofed with corrugated steel held down by rubble. 
Rajat said this wasn’t a slum because it was made of 
concrete rather than cardboard. 

In the mountains, food served in roadside dhabas 
was prepared in woks heated by a single propane 
burner. The meals, generally curried rice, eggs, flat-
bread, and chai, were whatever the cook was making 
at the time. 

Religion and spirituality were evident in urban 
temples, some prominent and others nested among 
alley homes, and in prayers that were broadcast on 
public address systems from dawn to night. In the 
mountains, robed lamas roamed village streets, mon-
asteries clung to verdant cliffs, and roadside stupas 
were common. Caring showed in wizened women 
holding satin-skinned infants and through a shepherd 
who carried his sheepdog puppy while moving his 
flock across a mountain road.

I want to return. There’s something about the 
place. For example … 

The Taj Mahal is an engineering marvel. Inscrip-
tions from the Koran, carved in white marble and then 
filled with black marble, border the arched entrances 
from a height of about eight to 80  feet; the characters 
gradually increase in size, with the larger at the top, 
giving the impression that all are the same height. 
Similarly, chevrons carved on columns create an illu-
sion of facets that are not there. Constructed without 
scaffolds in 1632 to 1647, this marble-and-jeweled 
mausoleum was built in five-foot increments with 
dirt piled next to previous levels to provide footing 
for workers as they erected the next five feet. When 
the mound was removed, the masterpiece emerged as 

a perfect, equilateral octagon with a width that exactly 
matches the height of 180.5 feet.

Himalayan roads are built by hand, literally. The 
road crews, or “handiworkers” as Rajat called them, 
are hardy mountain people who use hammers to break 
rocks and shovels to mix concrete. Some road sec-
tions are fairly smooth, but washboard gravel or rutted 
mud is more common. Avalanches are frequent. Travel 
involves fording rocky streams. Lines of cars, trucks, 
and buses pass even on narrow curves and hairpin 
turns. There are no guardrails, and vehicles lie at the 
bottom of ravines hundreds of feet below. 

Delhi traffic is a nearly constant snarl. Vehicles 

I
NDIA IS A COUNTRY of contrasts. Hand-drawn 
rickshaws parry with luxury autos. Plain-clad men 
straddle motorcycles while women in colorful saris 

ride sidesaddle behind them. Children beg outside 
shopping malls. Earthly poverty shares space with 
spirituality.

Even India’s geography is a contrast. Having 
stayed two weeks in Delhi, population 14 million, 
and two weeks in the Himalayas, I experienced a 

cacophony of constant car horns on 
crowded city streets and the quiet 
majesty of wind-swept, snow-capped 
mountain peaks. 

Indians say honking — they call 
it horning — is “a symphony in the 

streets.” Foreigners say, “India assaults the senses.” 
Both are correct. Those diverse perspectives define 
India’s magnetic mystique. Of eight nations I visited in 
2010, no other brought contrast so forcefully into my 
consciousness. 

In Delhi, I was the guest of Rajat, a sports physi-

India’s Magnetic Mystique
Bob Weir’s four-month journey 
abroad ended in India, and he�was 
so�charmed by its culture that he�is 
compelled to return this summer.

l yas, I perienced a 

Story�and Photos by Robert M. Weir

Women in beautiful saris often ride 
sidesaddle at the back of motorcycles, 
casually holding on to a man who may 
or may not wear a helmet. Frequently, 
women will hold an infant in their left 
arm and another child will sit between 
the couple, with even a third child on 
the gas tank in front of the man.
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travel three to five abreast on 
what Americans would consider two-
lane roads. The space between cars is 
minimal. Yet drivers have a keen sense 
of proximity not only to other motorized 
vehicles but also to pedestrians, bicycles, 
rickshaws, and cows that occupy the 
roadways. 

With a population of 1.8 billion, In-
dia has a wealth of human resources and 
the challenge of finding work for them. 
Rajat employs two men to open the door 
for the dozen or so clients who visit his 
clinic daily. 

On July 4, Rajat’s housekeeper, Hari, 
taught me about independence. As I un-
loaded my backpack and put my clothes 
in a dresser, Hari stepped in front of me 

and, in halting English, proclaimed, “I 
do that!” and I realized I was infring-
ing on his job. Daily, Hari prepared my 
meals, made my bed, cleaned the shower, 
and washed the floor. He was honored 
to have me there. My presence gave him 
purpose, and I learned to respect his 
responsibilities. When I left, he cried and 
said, “A sad day.”

A
t KhardungLa, the world’s highest 
motorable pass at 17,800 feet, Tashi, 
the military commander of a small 

outpost, helped me fly a kite I’d brought 
from America. Wearing spit-polished 
black boots, camouflage fatigues, and 
sunglasses, this middle-aged, handlebar-

mustachioed soldier raced up a snow-
covered slope with hand raised and kite 
fluttering. Then he invited me into his 
barracks for tea. Even though the date 
was mid July, it was warmed by a pro-
pane heater.

Large shops in the mountain vil-
lage of Leh were the size of a single-car 
garage. The merchants, usually men, 
handled hardware: pickaxes, sledgeham-
mers, oil pans, tin cups, keys. Small 
shops were the size of a walk-in closet. 
Those proprietors, primarily women, 
sold scarves, shawls, and jewelry. 

b

A typical mountain dhaba features one or two plastic 
tables and offers water, soft drinks, snacks, and 
meals prepared on a single-burner propane wok.

The Indian military officer in charge of a small 
outpost at KhardungLa, the highest motorable 
mountain pass in the world, poses inside his 
barracks. Outside, the ground is snow-covered even 
in mid-July, but the temperature inside is toasty 
warm thanks to a propane heater.
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Weir

In a comparably small open-air meat 
store, goat ribs hung unrefrigerated on 
hooks, flies buzzed about, and a lone 
butcher sat at a bench, cleaving pieces 
to order, wrapping the cuts in newspa-
per, and then passing them through an 
unpaned window to customers on the 
streets. On sidewalks, itinerant vendors 
unfurled blankets and proffered plastic 
housewares, leather wallets, garden pro-
duce, and dried fruit and nuts. Signs for 
trekking services abounded. Everybody 
had something to sell.

In the Moti Market I bought scarves 
from Rinchen, who invited me into her 
shop. We sat on the floor. My right shoul-
der touched goods on one side, and her 
left shoulder touched goods on the other 
side; a cat could not have passed between 
us. She ordered tea from a nearby ven-
dor. We talked of love marriages versus 
arranged marriages, of her two children 
and their education, of her rent, of 
health. We talked of human things.

One week later, on my second day 
back in the States, a flash flood roared 
through Leh. The Moti Market was 
wiped out. More than 200 people were 
killed. More were missing. Thousands 
were homeless. Food and water supplies 
were gone. The airport was closed. The 
clinic was damaged as was the Tibetan 
Children’s Village I had visited. 

I had gotten to know these people. 
Yes, I’ll go back. There’s something about 
the place. 

The Shri Krishna Temple, replete 
with prayer flags, marks the top of 
TanglangLa, the world’s second-
highest motorable pass at an estimated 
elevation of 17,582 feet.
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WHEN YOUR MOTHER is a piano teacher, you can count on tak-
ing music lessons.

For Anders Dahlberg, assistant principal bassist with the 
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, the choice was made for him: 

piano and flute. 
“I was the most reluctant 

flautist you’ve ever seen,” said 
Anders.

All that changed when a 
woman walked into his fourth-
grade classroom in Syracuse, N.Y., 
and announced that if anyone 
wanted to take bass, they would 
be provided not only with free les-
sons, but with an instrument.

“I still remember it as an 
out-of-body experience,” he said. 
“I can see my hand raising. Then 
I realized, I had to go home and 
tell my parents.”

Despite his trepidation, his 
parents were thrilled. “Probably because it was the first time as 
a child that I had shown any musical initiative,” he said.

Since then, Anders has had no shortage of initiative. In 
high school, he was in demand as a double-bassist, playing in 
his high-school band, in the pit for plays, and in the local youth 
orchestra.  

Following graduate school, he learned of the KSO bass 
opening and of an opportunity to study with Western Michigan 
University’s Tom Knific. 

“You can plan and plan for your life, especially in the arts, 
but the phone can ring on any given day and it can totally 
change your trajectory,” said Anders.

Soon he was headed to Kalamazoo, against the best advice 
of those who cared most for him. They thought a larger city 
would provide more opportunity. But Anders, who had moved 
a lot in his childhood, found an appeal in a community he said 
“has the culture of a big city” but where one can live easily. 

This was nearly 20 years ago. Since then, Anders has built 
a stimulating freelance career that has included orchestra ap-
pointments in Fort Wayne, South Bend and Grand Rapids. He 
has also worked at almost all of the local classical music or-
ganizations, including serving as interim director of Fontana 
Chamber Arts and teaching at Kalamazoo College. As of Janu-
ary, he oversees the Underwriting program at WMUK. His 
new full-time job has opened up fresh channels of creativity, 
he said, including a desire to write and draw. And he’s always 
open to opportunities to play his bass. “Money made playing 
my instrument is the sweetest money one makes,” he said.

Recently Anders was invited to solo with the String Or-
chestra of Kalamazoo of the Suzuki Academy of Kalamazoo, 
which is conducted by Dr. Barry Ross.

The concert coincided with a SAK announcement of a new 
Suzuki Bass Program, the first of its kind in the area and one 
that reminds Anders of his own auspicious beginnings. “Form-
ing the instruction into a group as SAK is doing is a terrific way 
to grow a crop of bassists,” he said. 

“All of these things,” he said, referring to the many oppor-
tunities he’s had in his nearly two decades in Kalamazoo, “have 
contributed to quite a fulfilling life as an artist.” 

It’s All About the Bass
By Theresa Coty O’Neil

Anders Dahlberg
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IT ALL STARTED over a cup of coffee. In 1951, Clarence Lininger, 
a commercial photographer and the director of the Kalamazoo 
Art Center (today the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts) and Philip A. 
Wight, an art critic for the Kalamazoo Gazette, debated over ways 
to bring art to the public domain. Their goal was to “find means 
by which the ordinary person would become conscious of how 
things creative in surroundings can enhance the joy of living.” 

At first, the Art Fair was a tiny, outdoor show across the 
street from the Art Center, which included a smattering of stu-
dents who spent the day painting, drawing, weaving and sculpt-
ing as passersby looked on. In 1952 the Fair was unveiled for 
the first time in its current setting, Bronson Park. It included art 
created by local artists and students and was enhanced by on-
site artist demonstrations. Instead of fancy booths, the art was 
strung up along the trees on clothesline, rendering the moniker 
“Clothesline Fair.” More than 15,000 visitors were drawn to this 
event, and it was an instant hit with the community. 

Renamed the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts Art Fair in 1969, 
this event traditionally signals the start of summer in Kalamazoo. 
The early days featured a Monmarte-style “World Fair” atmo-
sphere, complete with gondolas in the fountains, barber poles, 
and walkways named after Parisian streets. Over time, the Fair 
shifted from a local artist/student focus to drawing in profes-
sional artists from across the country to compete for top prizes. 
To date, more than a million spectators have walked the paths of 
Bronson Park and shopped the wares of more than 8,000 artists.

2011 is shaping up to be the best Art Fair yet, thanks to 
a slew of new enhancements planned in response to feedback 
from patrons and artists:

Expanded Friday Hours. The fair opens Friday, June 3, with 

hours from noon to 7 p.m. The two-day fair, extending to Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., gives patrons more time to purchase the 
incredible artwork for sale and provides an opportunity to talk to 
the artists that created it. 

Friday Amenities. Musi-
cians, acrobats, and street per-
formers will entertain through-
out the park. Picnic-in-the-park 
lunches are served, noon to 
1:30 p.m., by pre-registration 
only. To order, contact Caroline 
DeNooyer at (269) 349-7775, 
Ext. 3111, or carolined@kiarts.
org. The popular Bell’s Brewery 
Beer Garden will serve up its 
usual good time, 5–10 p.m. at the Institute’s Northeast corner. 
Mangia Mangia will be selling savory, grilled items.

Saturday Offerings. A food court of 11 vendors will be 
set up along South Street, serving flavorful fare for all palates. 
In addition, there will be face painting, balloons, and sponsor 
booths, as well as other family activities.

More Artists. The Fair features 210 artists (10 more than 
last year)! Many are newcomers to the fair and will bring 
with them more diversity in mediums than in years past. This 
year’s juror is Julia Gourley, executive director of the Krasl Art 
Center in St. Joseph. 

Don’t miss the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts 2011 Art Fair 
and help celebrate 60 years of fun!

For more information, please visit www.kiarts.org/artfair 
or call (269) 349-7775. 

Bigger and Better Than Ever
KIA Art Fair Turns 60!   By Farrell Howe
                                                            Kalamazoo Institute of Arts Marketing and PR Coordinator

The KIA Art Fair, 1959
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T
HE STRANGE SHIP bobbed and 
lurched in the roaring rapids. One of 
the black bears aboard climbed the 

mast to get a better view. A buffalo and a 
camel bellowed and an elk bugled. A dog 
whined, and a pair of geese hissed as the 
vessel careened deeper into the boiling 
maelstrom. Ahead yawned thundering 
Niagara Falls, and the ship was being 
swept to its brink.

No, it was not Noah’s Arc laden with 
a pair of each species, but the 132-ton 
schooner Michigan. It was September 8, 
1827, and the fate of the Michigan would 
soon be revealed to the 15,000 to 30,000 
spectators who lined the banks of the 
Niagara River.

Michigan, a pleasant appellation that 
rolls off the tongue in a euphonious way, 
appealed to many a ship owner in the 
19th Century and after. No less than 14 
schooners, steamships, propellers, brigs, 
barges and car ferries bore the name from 
1818–1899. Of that number fully half came 
to a violent end via wreckage on Lakes 
Erie, Huron, Michigan and Superior. The 
Michigan hurtling toward the Niagara 
Gorge had been constructed in Buffalo in 
1818, and the schooner spent the succeed-
ing nine years transporting freight back 
and forth from Detroit and various Lake 
Erie ports. But by 1827 it’s timbers had 
so rotted that the owners put her up for a 
salvage auction to be held on August 11th. 

That is when a trio of local hotel

proprietors, two on the Canadi-
an side, William Forsyth of the 
deluxe Pavilion Hotel and John 
Brown, owner of the nearby 
Ontario House, and Parkhurst 
Whitney, who operated the 
Eagle Tavern on the American 
side, hatched a scheme that 
just might accomplish a long-
cherished dream of Niagara 
businessmen, to extend the 
tourist season beyond the 
busy summer months. 

So the innkeepers 
bought the Michigan. They 
outfitted her as a pirate vessel 
complete with a jolly roger flying from 
the mast, an American flag flapping at the 
bow and a Union Jack astern. Soon broad-
sides nailed to walls and trees throughout 
western New York and Upper Canada 
announced the grand event: 

“The Pirate, Michigan, with a cargo 
of ferocious wild animals, will pass the 
great rapids and Falls of Niagara, 8th 
September, 1827, at 6 o’clock … ”

“Her present proprietors, together 
with several public-spirited friends, have 
appointed her to carry a cargo of Living 
Animals of the Forest, which surround 
the Upper Lakes, through the white 
tossing and the deep rolling rapids of the 
Niagara and down its great precipice, into 
the basin below … ”

“Should the vessel 
take her course through the deepest of 
the Rapids, it is confidently believed that 
she will reach the Horse Shoe unbroken; 
if so she will perform her voyage to the 
water of the Gulf beneath which is of 
great depth and buoyancy, entire, but 
what her fate will be the trial will decide. 
Should the animals be young and hardy 
and possessed of great muscular power 
and joining their fate with that of the Ves-
sel, remain on board until she reaches the 
water below, there is a great possibility 
that many of them will have performed 
the terrible jaunt, unhurt!” 

When “the great day of the 8th” ar-
rived, the hotelier’s grandest expectations 
seemed borne out. The decks of arriving 

The August 4, 
1827, edition of the 
Black River Gazette 
contained an ad 
for the sale of the 
Michigan.

24



boats were jammed with tourists, 
and they thronged the roads. Every 
hotel bed on both sides had been 
booked, and many others slept 
on tables and floors. Kitchens ran 
out of food, and thirsty spectators 
downed all the libations avail-
able. Crowds estimated as high as 

30,000 lined both banks of 
the river. While they waited 
for the spectacle to begin, a ventrilo-
quist, astronomy lecturer, a learned pig 
and a card-playing dog named Apollo 
entertained. Gingerbread and beer 
hawkers circled the periphery. Another 
entrepreneur rolled up with a traveling 
menagerie. Some gullible spectators lost 
their funds to card sharks and wheels-
of-fortune, and others to the dozens of 
pickpockets who plied their trade among 
the jostling crowd.

The proprietors of the Michigan had 
been unable to get ahold of the ferocious 
panthers, wildcats and wolves prom-
ised, but instead pressed into service a 

variety of tame and domestic animals, 
including a dog, although not one of 
the half-dozen contemporary sources 
consulted agree on exactly what species 
were aboard. Anticipating editorial rum-
blings about sending man’s best friend to 
his fate, the organizers notified the press 
that he deserved to die because he had 
previously bitten a reporter. 

T
HAT EXPLANATION failed to sat-
isfy all journalists. The editor of the 
Eastern Argus commented: “It may be 

sport to the spectators, but unjustifiable 
cruelty to the animals.” Nature might well 

have its revenge, he 
prophesied: “Why should the elements 
hush their commotion for the safety of 
men, or the storms forgo their sporting, 
if man is deaf to the cries of things under 
his subjection?”

The ship was also fitted out with a 
crew of scarecrows clad in suits and la-
beled AJ and JA in honor of the 1824 presi-
dential candidates, Andrew Jackson and 
John Adams. A contested election in which 
the House of Representatives had awarded 
the office to Adams despite Jackson’s 
popular and electoral majority, it remained 
a bitter memory in many a voter’s mind.

An 1868 guidebook pictured 
Horse Shoe Falls, over which 
the Michigan plunged.
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Massie

Boats carried numerous attendees to 
Goat Island, which divides the American 
and Horseshoe Falls, where the hotel 
owners had set up tables to serve meals 
at 50 cents a head. The repast was nearly 
finished when someone shouted, “The 
boat is coming.” The crowd rushed to the 
shore and, to the disappointment of the 
caterers, most neglected to leave the half 
dollar for the food.

For another 50 cents adventuresome 
spectators could board the Michigan and 
satisfy their curiosity about the animals, 
including a caged buffalo that had been 
imported from the far west.

When the fated time had arrived, the 
visitors walked down the gangplank to 
shore, and Captain James Rough, “the old-
est navigator of the Upper Lakes,” who had 
volunteered his services, tied the doomed 
vessel to the paddle-steamer Chippewa 
and towed her out into the foaming rapids. 
He knew well the currents of the river, and 
when he cut her loose she headed straight 
into the channel toward the Horseshoe 
Falls. Spectators marveled at his audacity, 
for had he gotten yards closer to the rapids, 
his vessel also would have been swept over 
the falls. The Michigan soon slammed into 
a rock and tore a gaping hole in her hull. 
Half-filled with water she continued on. 
One of the bears leaped overboard and 
swam to shore; the other made the mistake 
of climbing one of the masts.

Tossing and rolling in the rapids, and 
with both masts snapped off, by the time 
the Michigan reached the brink of the falls 
she was almost completely submerged. 
The crowd roared in approval as the ves-
sel “slid over the center of the horseshoe 
and dived, splendidly vertical, to shatter 
on the rocks below with a crash heard 
above the thunder of the waters.” Specta-
tors on the riverbanks below pulled from 
the stream small souvenir scraps of wood 
into which the Michigan had splintered. 
Besides the bear that made it to shore, and 
was promptly captured and sold for $5, one 
other animal survived, a one-eyed goose 
caught downstream. Both became popular 
sideshow attractions, although some ac-
counts indicate that the goose ended up on 
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someone’s dinner table.
Following the spectacular stunt, the 

editor of the Buffalo Emporium wrote: 
“We believe that the visitors to the Falls 
are perfectly satisfied, that the projectors 
of this experiment have fulfilled every 
part of their engagement.” Other contem-
porary witnesses saw the whole affair as 
an example of nature’s supremacy over 
mankind’s pitiful products, such as boats. 
A Rochester Telegraph reporter declared, 
“The power of the Almighty was impos-
ingly displayed over the workmanship of 
mere human hands.”

The original attraction that lured 
gaping crowds to Niagara Falls would 
be followed by many another spectacle. 
Within a couple of years after the plum-
met of the Michigan, a daredevil named 
Sam Patch leaped from a tower into the 
falls and lived to tell about it. Later came 
tightrope walkers like “the Great Blon-
din” and the buxom “Queen of the Mist,” 
Anna Edson Taylor, the first human to 
survive going over the falls in a barrel. 
A 43-year-old schoolmistress from Bay 
City, Mich., Taylor performed her feat 
in 1901 in an attempt to improve her 
desperate financial plight.

As in the case of the Michigan 
scheme, money seems to have been the 
primary factor in sending man or animal 
over the Niagara Falls. Forsyth, Brown 
and Whitney profited nicely from their 
gruesome spectacle. Alas, Taylor was 
robbed of her proceeds, and of her bar-
rel, to boot, and died 20 years later in a 
Michigan poorhouse. 

An 1823 map of the layout of the Niagara River.f th l yout of the Niagara River. Where You Go Does Matter.
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Performing Arts
Plays

“The Drag” — Written by Mae West in the 
1920s, this play about gay men was deemed 
“indecent” in New York. May 19, 20, 21, 26, 
27, 28, 8 p.m., May 22, 7 p.m. Fancy Pants 
Theater, 246 N. Kalamazoo Mall. Contact 
theater246@gmail.com.
“The Hundred Dresses” — Civic Youth 
Theatre presents this story of the new 
girl in school, learning about courage and 
tolerance. May 20, 27, 7 p.m., May 21, 28, 
1 & 4 p.m., May 22, 2 p.m., May 24, 25, 
9:30 a.m. & 12 p.m., May 26, 5 p.m. Parish 
Theatre, 429 S. Park St. 343-1313.

Musicals & Opera

“The Drowsy Chaperone” — A new musi-
cal about a 1928 musical hit coming to life 
in a tiny NYC apartment. May 6, 7, 13, 14, 
20, 21, 8 p.m., May 12, 7:30 p.m., May 15, 
22, 2 p.m. Civic Auditorium. 329 S. Park 

St. 343-1313.
“Stay Awhile” — A 
New Vic musical revue 
featuring Ted Kistler, 
Wes Garman and James 
Furney. May 6, 7, 13, 14, 
20, 21, 27, 28, June3, 4, 
10, 11, 8:30 p.m. New Vic 
Theatre, 134 E. Vine St. 
381-3328.

“Monty Python’s Spamalot” — An outra-
geous new musical lovingly ripped off from 
the classic film, “Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail.” May 10 & 11, 7:30 p.m. Miller 
Auditorium, WMU. 387-2300.
“The Who’s Tommy” — This rock opera is 
a high-energy spectacle. May 19, 7:30 p.m., 
May 20, 21, 8 p.m., May 22, 2 p.m. Balch 
Playhouse, K-College. 337-7130.
“Blood Brothers” — Farmers Alley pres-
ents this hit London musical about twins 
separated at birth who become fast friends. 
June 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, 8 p.m., June 5, 
12, 19, 2 p.m. Farmers Alley Theatre, 221 
Farmers Alley. 343-2727.

Dance

Student Concert of Dance — Wellspring 
presents performances by both youth and 
adult dance students. May 7, time TBD. 
Wellspring Theater, 359 S. Kalamazoo 
Mall. 342-4354.
Spring Concert of Dance — Wellspring 
Cori Terry & Dancers perform their spring 
concert. May 12, 13, 14, 8 p.m. Wellspring 
Theater, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall. 342-4354.

Symphony

“The Music of John Williams” — The 
KSO Pops Series presents a night filled 
with the great movie themes of our genera-
tion. May 7, 8 p.m. Miller Auditorium, 
WMU. 349-7759.
“Star Wars Spectacular” — A KSO 
Family Discovery concert that will bring 
the force of great movie music into your 
children’s lives. May 8, 3 p.m. Chenery Au-
ditorium, 714 S. Westnedge Ave. 349-7759.

Chamber, Jazz, Orchestra
& Bands

Christian McBride & Inside Straight 
— Fontana Chamber Arts presents this 
concert by one of the greatest living jazz 
bassists and his group. May 21, 8 p.m. Dal-
ton Center Recital Hall, WMU. 382-7774.

Vocal & Radio

All Ears Theatre — Step back into history 
— enjoy live radio performances for later 
airing on 102.1 WMUK-FM. “One Who 
Saw Too Much,” May 14, “The Bicker-
sons,” May 28. First Baptist Church, 315 
W. Michigan Ave. 6 p.m. Free.

Miscellaneous

Vicki Lawrence & Mama: A Two-Woman 
Show — A special Mother’s Day event 
with the famous character from “The Carol 
Burnett Show” created by Vicki Lawrence. 
May 8, 3 p.m. Miller Auditorium, WMU. 
387-2300.

Visual Arts

WMU Richmond Center for
Visual Arts (RCVA)
387-2455

Bernard Palchick: Recent Paintings — 
An exhibition curated by Don Desmett. 
Through June 24. Rose Netzorg & James 
Wilfrid Kerr Gallery.
Artists as Fools — A retirement exhibi-
tion of Dick Keaveny and former teaching 
and studio assistant Rick Mallette. Paint-
ings shown through June 24. Albertine 
Monroe-Brown Gallery.

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
349-7775

West Michigan Area Show — This juried 
exhibition features the work of artists from 
a 14-county area around Kalamazoo. 
May 7–June 26.
High School Area Show — The artwork of 
area teens is highlighted. Opening recep-
tion and awards ceremony, May 20, 
5–7 p.m. Through June 19.
Art & All That Jazz — Music, mingling, 
art and fun and the galleries will be open. 
Musical guest: Jerry Flowers. May 13, 
5:30–7:30 p.m.
ARTbreak — Informal free lectures on art-
related topics. Up Close and Personal with 
West Michigan Artists, part 1, May 31; Up 
Close and Personal with West Michigan 
Artists, part 2, June 7; Up Close and Per-
sonal with West Michigan Artists, part 3, 
June 14. Bring lunch: 12:15 p.m. sessions.
60th Annual KIA Art Fair — Featuring 
210 artists. June 4, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Bronson 
Park.

Miscellaneous

Midtown Gallery — Dean Pennala, Pho-
tography; Paul Maguire, Wood; Malcolm 
Young, Wood; Sue Lebue, Ceramics. 356 
S. Kalamazoo Mall. 372-0134.

Do not protect 
yourself by a 

fence, but rather 
by your friends.

Czech Proverb
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Saniwax Gallery — An exhibition of 
works created by KVCC Center for New 
Media students. Opening reception dur-
ing Art Hop, May 6, 5–9 p.m. Also visit 
with other Park Trades Center’s artists in 
various open studios.
Art Hop — View the works of local art-
ists. Local venues/galleries in downtown 
Kalamazoo. May 6, 5–9 p.m. Special 
expanded Art Hop June 3, 5–9 p.m.
342-5059.

Literary Events

Kalamazoo Public Library
553-7809

The Civil War in American Art — Jesse 
Bryant Wilder, author of “Art History 
for Dummies,” reveals the history of the 
Civil War through a multimedia spectacle 
incorporating both music and art. May 12, 
7–8:30 p.m. Central Library.
Where There Is Health, There Is Hope 
— Meet Deogratias Niyizonkiza, the 
man who inspired Tracy Kidder’s book, 
“Strength in What Remains,” at this Read-
ing Together 2011 event for the entire 
community. May 16, 7–9 p.m. Stetson 
Chapel, K-College.
Music at the Library — The musical 
group An Dro performs traditional music 
with a creative twist on instruments such 
as fiddle, bouzouki and hurdy gurdy. May 
18, 7–8:15 p.m. Central Library.
Classics Revisited — Join lovers of clas-
sic literature to discuss “The Odyssey” by 
Homer (Fagles’ verse translation recom-
mended.) May 19, 7–8:30 p.m. Central 
Library.

Portage District Library
329-4544

Art Where Are You: Dog Days Exhibit 
— An exhibit featuring local dog artists 
including Barbara Marquis, Joe King, Mi-
chael Dunn, Susan Teague, Ron Dumont, 
Todd Zimmerman, Greg Waskowsky and 
Kim Maguire. Through May 25.

Combat Veterans Writing Group — 
Workshops for writing short narratives 
led by Margaret von Steinen. No writing 
experience or registration necessary. May 
10 & 24, 6:30–8 p.m.
“On the Street: A Poetry Reading by 
Marianne Houston” — The author will 
read followed by a reception and book 
signing. May 15, 2–3 p.m.

Museums

Kalamazoo Valley Museum
373-7990

Playing with Time — This exhibit takes 
visitors on a journey to show events that 
happen too fast or too slow for humans to 
perceive. Through May 30.
Go Figure! — A special exhibit featuring 
giant illustrations from popular children’s 
books with a math-based interactive. 
Through Aug. 21.
Sunday History Series — “Rolling Down 
the River: The Kalamazoo River’s Role 
in the Settlement of Kalamazoo County.” 
Museum curator Tom Dietz will lead 
a discussion of the river’s role in the 
1820–1840 era. May 22, 1:30 p.m.

Air Zoo
382-6555

Super Science Saturday — “Polynesian 
Voyagers” is the topic for the day with 
special presentations at 11 a.m., 
1 & 3 p.m. May 28.

Nature
Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
345-9211

May Fieldtrip Schedule — West Lake 
Preserve, May 9; Kleinstuck Preserve, May 
12; Audubon annual meeting, May 16; 
Asylum Lake, May 19; Allegan State Game 
Area, May 21; Martin Watching on Barton 
Lake, May 25.

(Continued on page 45)

The striking, often shocking images that 
were created by Mexican artist Frida 
Kahlo could be interpreted as reflections 
of her turbulent life. Recently, plays, 
stories and films that were inspired by 
Kahlo have made her into something of 
a cult figure. The 18-year-old Frida was 
studying medicine when she was gravely 
injured in a bus accident. She began to 
paint during her recovery. She met and 
fell in love with the famous muralist, 
Diego Rivera. Their relationship was 
passionate but stormy. They endured in-
fidelities, career pressures, a divorce and 
remarriage, and Frida’s health problems. 
Frida crossed paths with activists and 
artists of the day, including Andre Breton, 
Salvador Dali and Leon Trotsky. Her art 

was part of a Mexican Renaissance and 
included many self-portraits rendered in 
a folkloric style with bright colors and 
native clothing. Frida endured dozens of 
operations, lived in constant pain, and 
eventually succumbed to complications 
from her injuries at age 47.

STEPPING BACK
WITH THE ARTS

Please send notification of activities to: 
Encore “Events of Note”

350 South Burdick St., Suite 214
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F
OR THE PAST 35 years, Marvin and 
Anita Bliss have owned and operated the 
River Lake Inn Restaurant near the tiny 
rural St. Joseph County enclave of Colon. 
While their plates are certainly full — lit-

erally with good food and figuratively with work 
duties — this couple is “Bliss-fully” going through 
life, celebrating togetherness and teamwork. 
Most of us can’t imagine being together with our 
spouses 24/7, working side by side in a business 
endeavor, but this pair almost makes it look easy. 
Since 1976, Anita and Marv (as he prefers to be 
called) have been the congenial host and hostess 
at the Inn, working seven days a week. 

The genteel establishment on Ralston Road 
now known as the River Lake Inn Restaurant was, 
in the beginning of Anita’s ownership in 1976, a 
honky-tonk-style saloon in a cement-block build-
ing about one-third the size of the current facility. 
Surrounding land purchased after Marv entered 
the picture in 1980 provided the extra acreage for 
the lovely gardens and trails. The gastronomical 
delights range from a hearty family dinner buffet 
to more epicurean entrées created by executive 
chef Mark Bailey, Anita’s son.

The restaurant is divided into three separate 
dining rooms. The Captain’s Quarters sports 
a relaxed nautical theme, The Winery features 
extensive wine storage racks, and The Rookery 
has huge windows with a great view of popular 
bird-feeding stations. There’s also an outdoor deck 
available in the warmer months.

The grounds surrounding the River Lake Inn 
Restaurant burst with color and greenery of all 
varieties, including naturalized mass plantings, 
a koi waterfall pond and other more sculptured, 
carefully tended plots. Marv is responsible for 
most of the design and outdoor upkeep, with the 
help of his son, Mark.

The wildlife and winged ones, from humming-
birds to finches to purple martins, love the unofficial 
14-acre sanctuary. In fact, dozens of hummingbird 
feeders are located just outside the restaurant win-
dows, and the walking trails are dotted with nest 
boxes for the Eastern Bluebirds. Deer roam freely 
and are often the featured attraction in the winter 
months for visitors who watch them while dining.

The history of the Colon-area restaurant goes 
back to at least the early 1950s. As a local water-
ing hole in a small town, it saw many owners 

By Patrice Mindock  

It’s Sheer Bliss at River Lake Inn

Anita and Marv Bliss
of River Lake Inn

Restaurant.
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come and go over the years. “Women did 
not go there,” Anita says laughing. “It 
was notoriously rough.”

Anita grew up fairly close by in the 
verdant agricultural setting. Raised pri-
marily by her grandparents on a nearby 
farm, she developed a strong work ethic 
at a young age. She also garnered a love 
of chickens and has amassed a colorful 
collection of prints, metal sculptures 
and figurines of hens, chicks and roost-
ers. Most of her flock adorns the kitchen 
and living room of the Bliss’s Battle 
Creek home, but a few favorites have 
gone to roost as décor in the nooks and 
crannies of the River Lake Inn. 

Marv was also raised on a farm, 
and he also grew up steeped in a strong 
work ethic. “As kids, we had to earn our 
keep,” he recalls. “There was very little 
play time.”

Anita concurs, stating that she was 
driving around the family farm when she 
was 11 years old. “I helped load hay bales 
and carry big bags of oats and wheat,” 

she recalls. “I 
learned quite a 
few life lessons, 
and I try to in-
still those in the 

people we hire to work at the Inn.
“Being a waitress is an art form. You 

need a good memory, communication 
skills, a positive attitude and plenty of 
energy. We have a close-knit group of 
staff members, and even when they move 
on to other jobs, we often keep in touch. 
In fact, several former employees are still 
friends who will come in and help if we 
find ourselves in a pinch.”

The days are long for Anita, but not 
as difficult as when she first began the 
enterprise. “I would open the restaurant 
at 10:00 a.m. and close it at 2:30 a.m., 
seven days a week,” she recalls. “I did that 
for about five years before we decided to 
change to mostly evening dinner hours.”  

Anita says, “The only reminder of 
the original country bar is the recipe 
for our garlic cocktail rye bread, which 
we still serve today.” The Inn also has 
seven of its own private-label wines and 
makes the effort to buy local, including 
farm produce in season. Running the 
Inn is a family effort that includes their 

two sons. As superintendent of gardens, 
the younger Bliss has his hands full, but 
he also chips in for interior work when 
needed. “We all wear a lot of hats,” Anita 
notes. “We help clean, cook, serve if 
necessary, and make repairs.”

But Anita doesn’t have the prover-
bial green thumb to work in the gardens. 
“That’s Marv’s area of expertise. The 
most I do is water the plants on the 
deck,” she says with a chuckle. Her spe-
cialty is creating rich desserts, garnering 
rave reviews for her pies, including the 
lemon raspberry and brandy pecan.

The clientele that patronizes the River 
Lake Inn is eclectic and drives in from a 
100-mile radius, according to Anita. “We 
see customers from Portage, Kalamazoo, 
Battle Creek, Grand Rapids, Lansing, 
Paw Paw, Jackson — and some coming in 
from neighboring states like Indiana and 
Illinois,” she notes. “We are a popular des-
tination for special events and celebrations, 
plus we also see regular customers coming 
in every week from the local geographic 
base in Branch and St. Joseph County.” 

Before his midlife metamorphosis into 
a restaurateur, Marv worked for 27 
years as a sales representative for 

Pairing nature 
with dining 
makes a perfect 
package!
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Marv Bliss uses a gallon of hummingbird syrup a day to satisfy
their voracious appetites.
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       he Blue Room . . .
just one of the beautifully 
decorated dining rooms.

Private dining . . .
one of the many benefits of 

Park Club membership.

WW here Business Meets Pleasure . . .

the scores of feeders on the 
restaurant grounds.

Birders might also be 
intrigued by the hand-crafted 
tube feeders Marv builds and 
sells in his store on site. His 
personal design is called “The 
Finch Magnet” and consists 
of two-to-four tube sections 
with multiple perches.

The nature trails 
groomed and maintained by 
Marv and his staff are dotted 

with bluebird nest boxes, purple martin 
houses and plantings that provide natural 
food for the birds. The species seen on 
the grounds include finches of all types, 
cardinals, indigo buntings, rose-breasted 
grosbeaks, woodpeckers, mourning doves, 
juncos, chickadees, the occasional eagle by 
the lake, and of course, hummingbirds.

These tiny creatures will feed five 
to eight times per hour to supplement 
their natural sugar buzz from tree sap 
and flower nectar and their craving for 
insects. The hearts of these tiny birds 
beat approximately 1,200 times per min-
ute, and their wings flap an average of 
70 times per second. While the average 

Miller and another 10 years for Budweiser. 
Anita spent most of her adult life in vari-
ous aspects of sales and direct business 
marketing. Her main avocation is partici-
pating in Bible studies, and any extra time 
is spent assisting in the care of her elderly 
parents, both of whom have Alzheimer’s. 
If she had more time, Anita would like to 
get involved in some type of community 
outreach work. “I’m a people person, but 
I don’t even have the time to really think 
about volunteering right now,” she says. 
“Our business pretty much consumes 
me.” The pair used to love riding motor-
cycles together and Marv still has a Harley 
stashed away in storage. 

Before he became devoted to the Inn, 
Marvin Bliss used to captain a 32-foot 
Chris-Craft on Lake Michigan, docked at 
Saugatuck in the summers. His personal-
interest background includes stints as a 
licensed taxidermist and an instrument-
rating pilot. “It was back in the old tail-
dragger days, when I was in my 20s,” Marv 
explains. “I’d love to do it again. Flying gave 
me such a sense of freedom. I took lessons 
in Hastings and had my own small plane 
that I kept in a hanger in Battle Creek.” 

Ever the outdoorsman, Marv notes 
that he has two favorite seasons of the 
year. “I truly enjoy spring when all the 

AS AN ADJUNCT
to the main River 
Lake Inn Restau-

rant business in Colon, 
Marv Bliss operates a 
small, specialty supply 
store on site for birders. 
It is well-stocked with 
feeders, birdhouses, gar-
den artwork, humming-
bird nectar, seed and 
related accoutrements. 

This past couple of 
Julys, the River Lake Inn Trails & 
Gardens was the official site for the 
Michigan Hummingbird Festival, 
which drew almost 1,200 people to 
observe hummingbird banding and to 
partake of presentations on the tiny 
“hummers,” bird habitats, butterfly 
gardening and nature photography.

Other future special events 
will be announced periodically on 
the www.RiverLakeInn.com Web 
site, but they don’t use a Twitter 
account. The only “tweet” you’ll 
hear from these avian aficionados is 
when Marv might whistle to one of 
his fine feathered friends as he fills 

River Lake Inn
By Patrice
Mindock  It’s for the Birds!
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flying speed for a “hummer” is 25 miles per 
hour, they have been known to reach up to 
50 miles per hour in a courtship dive.

The purple-martin housing Marv pro-
vides hosts a number of this graceful swal-
low species that is so entertaining to watch. 
Their diet consists entirely of flying insects 
of all varieties, and they can be seen either 
peacefully soaring high above, swooping 
expertly onto their nest-box perches, or sitting 
confidently and without fear of humans while 
intermittently preening and stretching their 
wings — all while churring and chortling and 
singing a most pleasant repertoire of songs.

“Many people come here to just walk the 
trails, enjoy the gardens and take photographs, 
all year long,” Bliss notes. “In the winter, our 
trails are the site for cross-country skiing and 
snowshoe outings. Of course, we also hope 
they work up a hearty appetite or get thirsty, 
so they stop in for a drink and a good meal.” 

Marvin Bliss’s bird shop
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Purple Martins are always 
entertaining to watch. Marv has 
protection for these native birds that 
depend entirely on human housing. 
He has outfitted his housing with 
critter guards on the poles and owl 
guards and starling-resistant entry 
holes. He also monitors his housing 
and regularly eliminates house-
sparrow nests in the making.
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M.

“My strengths lie in supervisory skills, 
sales, and old-fashioned stick-to-it tenac-
ity,” he adds. “There’s a great deal of self-
satisfaction for both of us in having built 
this business and created this beautiful 
space. There wasn’t a tree on this prop-
erty when we bought it.”

A healthy dose of pragmatism in 
their personal philosophy also keeps the 
Blisses going strong, with no plans for 
retirement in sight. “What else would 
we do?” Marv asks aloud. “We both have  
seen many of our friends go into retire-
ment, and within a year, boredom sets 
in, or people often get ill. With the Inn, 
we have a reason to get up in the morn-
ing. It keeps your mind busy and your 
body healthy.”

“I envision our clientele as a large, 
extended family,” Anita stresses. “We are 
all interconnected as people and we need 
to depend on each other. So, I treat each 
customer as if they were a guest in my 
home.” This busy couple usually takes 
only seven days off per year, and the 
Inn is open for several major holidays, 
including Thanksgiving and Easter.

Despite the daily responsibility and 
long hours, the River Lake Inn seems 
more like a second home for Marv and 
Anita Bliss. “I feel that every day we 
spend at the Inn we are technically on 
vacation,” Marv quips.

“After all, people come to visit us so 
they can relax, and we’re lucky to be al-
ready here, having a good time! We have 
made our dreams a reality.” 

gardens come back to life,” he says. 
“Autumn appeals to me as well with its 
bright colors and lack of humidity.”

Because he devotes so much time 
and effort to the Inn’s landscape, Marv’s 
gardening at home is mostly done in 
pots, and his yard features spreading 
pachysandra and other easy-to-maintain 
ground covers. He likes to relax more at 
home, as his Inn responsibilities include 
everything from hauling 58 truckloads 
of dirt for a berm he built around the 
restaurant to planting trees to, of course, 
caring for the birds.

Anita calls herself a “steady Eddie,” 
because she considers her persistence 
one of her best personality traits, along 
with the ability to keep a keen eye on the 
financial aspects of the business.

“She’s tighter than bark on a tree,” 
Marv jokes about his wife’s frugality. 

Picking Raspberries: 
Learning Perspective 

I.
The black raspberries are ripe 
And the golden berries have just 

turned 
From green to orange. 
I begin on the east side 
Of the canes and slowly 
Work my way west, 
Picking first the dark purple berries 
At eye level and then the ones 

hiding, 
Lower and lower, nearly touching 

the ground. 

II.
Berry picking is a lesson in 

perspective: 
I would miss most of the fruit 
If I refused to lower my eyes, 
Then stoop and bend. 
I push aside leaves and canes 
To find the round and juicy globes, 
Gently pulling the berries 
Until they fall into my palm. 

III. 
I met three-year-old Braylon at a 

wedding. 
While we waited to eat, 
We played peek-a-boo and laughed. 
We rang tiny bells 
To urge the bride and groom to 

kiss. 
Later, we danced to the DJ’s music, 
Sashaying, jumping, and whirling. 
Had I not bent down 
To hold Braylon’s small hands, 
I would not have seen the party 
From his point of view. 

By Janet Ruth Heller

Janet Ruth Heller has published her 
poems in various journals. She has 
also written a picture book about 
bullying for children, “How the Moon 
Regained Her Shape” (Sylvan Dell, 
2006), which won a Book Sense 
Pick in 2006, a Children’s Choices 
selection for 2007, a Benjamin 
Franklin Award for 2007, and a Gold 
Medal in the Moonbeam Children’s 
Book Awards for 2007.  

Anita Bliss even has birds at home—a chicken 
collection, mostly gifts from friends.

River Lake Inn

One of the gardens on the several-acre restaurant grounds.
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ing like that was 
going on here in 

Kalamazoo, so I 
came out this way,” 

she says.
Places like Camp 

Fido are beneficial to 
both dogs and their 
owners. They give 

people who work all day a 
place to take their dogs so they 
won’t be alone and will get 
plenty of exercise, and for dogs 
it’s a great opportunity to be 
able to socialize.

Kerry says, “In my think-
ing, dogs would much rather 
be with other dogs than with 
humans. I think we can be 
pretty confounding to them. 
They’re trying to figure out 
what it is we want from 
them. With other dogs, they 
have very subtle cues with 
one another and they’re 
able to speak each other’s 
language.”

However, on their first 
day at camp, many dogs are 
uncertain about how to be-

have. But after a little while, Kerry says, 
“They kind of start to figure it out and … 
learn how to be a dog and speak like a 
dog, and before you know it, they’ve come 
three, four, five times, and they’re really 
excited to get here. … They absolutely 
love it, love being with all the other dogs.”

Kerry says people are often surprised 
to see so many dogs getting along together.

(Continued on page 38)

J
UST OVER eight years 
ago, Kerry Mulhol-
land left a career in 
publishing to open 
her own day-care 

center. That’s quite a change in 
itself, but Kerry isn’t watching 
over children. Instead, she runs 
Camp Fido, a dog day-care facility 
in Oshtemo.

Dog day care sounds 
strange to people who’ve never 
heard of such a thing, but 
it’s not all that different from 
day-care centers for children. 
Working parents drop off their 
“kids,” who then get to play 
all day with their peers. There 
are indoor and outdoor play 
areas, lots of toys, a sand box, 
and sometimes snacks and quiet 
time. At Camp Fido, however, 
the caregivers are called dog 
wranglers, and on occasion they 
find cause to use squirt guns to 
keep their charges in line.

Kerry grew up in Colorado 
and earned a journalism degree 
from the University of Northern 
Colorado. She worked in the 
western United States for several 
years and was creative director at 
a publishing company in Nevada 
when she decided she wanted to do 
something different.

Dogs had always been a part 
of her life. “I’d always had dogs that 
were very social and liked to go 
play, and there wasn’t really a place like 
this for me to take them,” she says. By 
the time she started looking for a change, 
similar facilities had become popular 
in northern California and Nevada. She 
visited some of these and talked to the 
owners, as well as did research into dog 
behavior, so she had a vague idea of what 

her challenges might be.
Kerry’s aunt, with whom she’s very 

close, lives in Kalamazoo, and through 
her, Kerry had made some close friends 
here. A couple of her friends had their 
own businesses, so she resolved to give it 
a shot herself. “I had decided that this was 
something I would like to try, and noth-

Going to camp takes on 
new meaning in this 
unique business that’s all 
about canines.

A Career
for the Dogs!

By Kit
    Almy

A

One of the things Kerry loves about her job is the 
appreciation, and sloppy kisses, of her campers.

The playset provides 
many hours of fun for the 
campers at Camp Fido.
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TRAGEDY
with a family 
pet led Kelly 
and Matt Elvin 
to make a very

positive life change. 
Both former lawyers, 
Kelly now runs 
her own dog-
training busi-
ness, and Matt and his 
dog help find lost pets.

The Elvins met in college at Bucknell 
University in Pennsylvania, and after at-
tending law school, she at the University 
of Michigan and he at The Dickinson 
School of Law, they settled in the Chicago 
area where they both worked as litigation 
attorneys. 

When one of their dogs fell ill in Au-
gust 2000, they took a few days off work 
to be with him. While sitting with their 
dog in the veterinary clinic, they met 
a dog trainer who taught classes there, 
and she talked with them for a while and 
cheered them up.

Their dog died a couple of days later, 
but the event shocked Kelly into seeing 
her life more clearly, she says. “I loved 
being a lawyer, but when my dog got sick, 
I realized that … everything that I had 
went into work, and when I came home 
I was just like a shell. Everyone at home 
got the leftovers, and everyone at work got 

the best of me, and it seemed 
like that was a little bit out of 
whack.”

A short while later, the 
Elvins got a rescue dog 
and started taking 
both of their dogs to 
the trainer they had met, Jamie Damato 
Migdal of AnimalSense. “She was using 
positive reinforcement methods, and it 
kind of blew our minds,” Kelly says. Her 
approach was about building a relation-
ship with your dog based on trust and us-
ing “cooperation instead of confrontation” 
to achieve your goals. “It was just such a 
revolutionary concept to us,” Kelly says. 
So they continued to take classes,
and Kelly began 
hanging out after 
class, eventually in-
terning with Jamie 
for a year. 

Then, after 10 
years as a lawyer, 
she declined a 
partnership with her 
firm and announced 
she was leaving to 
become a dog trainer, 
shocking almost 

everyone except Matt, who 
shared her desire for change. 
“We had arranged a deal 
where the first person to come 

up with a good idea was al-
lowed to leave the law. She 
got out first,” he says.

Kelly went to work as 
Jamie’s full-time assis-
tant, and five years later 
she was ready to open 

her own business. The El-
vins decided to move away from Chicago 
so Kelly would not be in competition with 
her mentor. A few years earlier they had 
purchased a small house on 10 acres in 
southwest Michigan to use as a weekend 
retreat, so they moved there. 

(Continued on page 40)

Matt and Kelly Elvin, owners
of TipTop Tails, are the adventurous 
types.  Here they prepare to hike the 
Milford Track in New Zealand.

Helping Pets
and Their Owners

By Kit
    Almy

A

Positive Reinforcement Is a 
Dog’s Best Friend

 

Matt Elvin’s dog Mandy, 
trains to search for cats.
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enabling her to learn as she goes and to 
anticipate problems and deal with them 
proactively. When there began to be too 
many dogs for the play areas, she added a 
large room to the building and a second 
yard, so that the dogs could be separated 
into smaller groups. As she has gotten 
more campers, she has gradually hired 
more staff and now employs nine people. 
Four or five dog wranglers are on hand at 
any given time to supervise two groups 
of dogs. She also bought the property 
next door to Camp Fido and moved her 
office to the quieter, cleaner environment 
of the house there.

“But once you know the personalities 
of everybody, it’s pretty easy to keep the 
group maintained and everybody getting 
along.” 

She praises her staff for their ability 
to understand what works best for dif-
ferent dogs, anticipating and heading off 
most altercations. “Even when a dog’s 
misbehaving the worst, they coax them 
in and take them to a time out, and just 
handle the dogs really well,” she says. 
Mostly, she and the other dog wranglers 
just have “unending fun” watching the 
dogs play and interact with each other. 

Although Kerry opened Camp Fido 
for the dogs, she wouldn’t have any busi-
ness if their humans didn’t think it was a 
good idea, too. “We try to make a culture 
here that’s a lot of fun, and not just for the 
dogs but also for the owners, too,” she says. 

C
amp Fido holds several special 
events during the year, including a 
dog ice cream social and a Howl-

O-Ween party. They also offer grooming 
services and host training classes by Kelly 
Elvin of TipTopTails. Kerry still has an 
outlet for her creativity, designing holiday 
cards, T-shirts, and camper “report 
cards,” all of which feature her signature 
cartoon Fido. The popularity of these 
extras makes for happy, loyal customers, 
and business has grown mostly through 
word of mouth. Camp Fido opened in 
late 2002 and only had about 10 campers 
in its first two months. “Now we get that 
(many) in five minutes,” Kerry says. 

She feels fortunate that the busi-
ness has grown slowly over the years, 

Camp Fido
(Continued from page 36)

Camp Fido and TipTopTails teamed up for the 2010 Do-Dah Parade. Kelly Elvin calls out directions to the 
marching group, “Dancing With the Dogs.”
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Speaking of cleaner environ-
ments, another problem was solved 
when Camp Fido began composting the 
considerable dog waste that inevitably 
accumulates each day — the play yards 
get scooped every 20 or 30 minutes. 
Just knowing the waste wasn’t going to 
a landfill any more “made an absolutely 
huge difference” in how Kerry felt about 
that aspect of the job.

Kerry doesn’t spend a lot of money 
on advertising. “I realized from the very 
beginning that this was a really difficult 
concept to try to sell if people didn’t know 
what it was,” she says. Instead, Camp Fido 
gets publicity by being a sponsor of events 
like the Kalamazoo Humane Society’s Dog 
Walk and the Woofstock Fest, which ben-
efits the SPCA of SW Michigan (Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals). “It 
just seems like a better way for us to spend 
our money because we’re supporting those 
organizations,” she adds.

Since Camp Fido opened, the market 

for specialty services for dog owners 
has grown. In the past few years, several 
new dog parks and at least two other dog 
day cares have opened in the area, and a 
woman who had been driving her friend’s 
dogs to and from Camp Fido recently 
opened the Tail Waggin’ pet taxi service.

Kerry feels fortunate to have had 
steady business despite the economy. “I 
wouldn’t say we’re recession proof, but 
we didn’t feel it the way a lot of business-
es did,” she says. Although dog day care 
is an extra that people might decide to 
drop, “I think once people start doing, it 
they start realizing the benefits for their 
dogs, and for themselves as well, and 
when they start to look at cutting some 
costs, it’s not necessarily the first thing 
they’re going to choose.”

Kerry herself hasn’t actually owned a 
dog since before she opened Camp Fido. 
She gets plenty of dog-time at work and 
likes not having to worry about a pet 
during evenings and weekends, or when 

she goes away. Although she knows she’ll 
get another dog someday, now is not the 
time. “It’s like the teacher who doesn’t 
have children,” she smiles.

Besides spending dog-free time when 
not at work, Kerry enjoys tending the 
garden she put in on her property next 
to Camp Fido. She has also done a lot of 
work on the house there, as well as on 
the home she and Cindy Foor own in 
Kalamazoo. In addition to cooking and 
reading, she enjoys many outdoor activi-
ties, such as hiking, biking, backcountry 
skiing, and kayaking. 

Kerry is always ready to go back to 
work, though. She says, “It’s just fun. I 
get up every morning at a quarter to six 
and I look forward to coming to work ev-
ery day, and when I’m away on vacation, 
I miss it and look forward to coming 
back. So that’s a huge thing. I can’t say 
that about any other job I’ve had before, 
where every day I really looked forward 
to going.” 
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on a very busy day.” She also says own-
ers should socialize their dogs by taking 
them various places away from home, 
pairing these excursions with positive 
reinforcement, to “show them the world 
is a safe place, and good things happen.”

H
aving a less stressful, happier life 
with a dog is what developing 
these skills is all about. Kelly re-

cently had a student with a puppy who 
was very fearful and aggressive. After a 
few classes and several practice sessions 
at home, the puppy quickly became so-
ciable with other dogs and at ease with 
people. This type of transformation is 
why Kelly believes so strongly in what 
she does. She enjoys spending time with 
her own dogs, and says, “If I can help 
someone have that enjoyment as well, 
that’s really rewarding for me.” 

The only downside of being a dog 
trainer for Kelly has been encountering 
the assumption that she is less educated, 
quite different from how she was per-
ceived as a lawyer. In fact, dog training is 
a serious profession, she says, and trainers 
work hard to keep up-to-date with the 
latest information in the field. 

Kelly is a Certified Professional 
Dog Trainer, which entailed putting in 
300 hours as an instructor and passing 
a national exam testing knowledge of 
dog behavior and training techniques. 
Although certification is not necessary to 
be a good trainer, for Kelly it’s important 
to be able to assure her clients she has the 
credentials to back up her teaching. 

Matt is Kelly’s assistant trainer, but 
he also wanted to give back in his own 
way. “After 14 years as a litigation attor-
ney, I felt an obligation to do something 
that made people happy,” he says.

He found what he was looking for in 

Kelly launched her business, TipTop-
Tails Dog Training, in July 2007. She 
offers a wide range of classes, including 
puppy training, basic obedience, canine 
good citizen, and agility training. Group 
classes are held at Foundry Hall in South 
Haven, and at Camp Fido and Oakridge 
Feed in Kalamazoo. She also provides 
private in-home lessons and consultations 
throughout Allegan, Kalamazoo, and Van 
Buren counties.

Her positive reinforcement meth-
ods involve showing a dog what you 
want it to do and rewarding it with 
whatever the dog likes, whether a toy, 
food, petting, or play. 

Kelly never advocates physical 
corrections, but she does believe that 
sometimes there is a need to tell a dog 
“no.” But to be fair, she says, you also 
need to tell the dog what you expect 
it to do instead. Building a trusting 
relationship requires finding ways to 
communicate that the dog understands 

and making sure the whole family is 
consistent about what the dog is and is 
not allowed to do.

Owners must respect that dogs are 
independent beings and have “their own 
thoughts, emotions, and needs, and we 
have to recognize that we are inviting 
them to live in our world,” Kelly says.

Contrary to what many people 
think, training shouldn’t be a chore, 
Kelly says. “Make it about play time, 
about spending time with your dog.” 
She even suggests hand-feeding your 
dog once or twice a week. “Take 10 
kibbles and do 10 behaviors, and you’ve 
gotten in a quick, training session, even 

TipTopTails
(Continued from page 37)

Kelly Elvin (third from left) takes her students and their humans through an agility class.
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a book by Kat Albrecht, a former police 
detective who pioneered training dogs 
to track lost pets. He contacted her and 
attended training sessions to become a 
Missing Animal Response Technician. 

Matt now runs a service called 
SearchLAMP (Search for Lost And Miss-
ing Pets). He gives advice about how to 
find various types of pets, and he works 
with his seven-year-old Lab-mix, Mandy, 
who is trained to detect cats by air-scent-
ing. Mandy has not yet learned the more 
difficult skills required to track specific 
pets, so “she finds basically any cat in the 
area,” Matt says.

When Mandy scents a cat, her entire 
body goes stiff, her tail wags wildly, and 
she takes off to pinpoint the location of 
the scent. Because she thinks cats are fun 
to chase, “We’re not exactly sure what 
would happen if she got right up to a cat, 
so we work Mandy on a line,” Matt says.

When Matt and Mandy go out on 
a search, he asks for a nominal fee, 
the amount depending on how far he 
had to travel and whether or not they 
made a successful recovery. For phone 
consultations, he asks only that if the 
owner recovers the animal, they make a 
donation to Kat Albrecht’s Missing Pet 
Partnership organization. “These are 
people who are really just devastated by 
the loss of this cat, and the last thing I 
want to do is put them in a bind finan-
cially, as well,” he says. 

His real reward is the gratitude of 
people he’s helped to recover their pet. 
One grateful owner even sent him a 
stuffed dog named Mandy from Build-a-
Bear Workshop.

When not working, the Elvins gener-
ally lead quiet lives at home with their 
three dogs and two cats. However, they 
also love to travel, and Matt has a pas-
sion for music of all kinds. Recently they 
combined these interests by going on a 
cruise for music lovers featuring over 30 
well-known acts.

Kelly and Matt truly love their work 
now, and so does their dog, Mandy. Says 
Matt: “She’s a natural for it — not neces-
sarily for all the right reasons.”  
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tending home births with a local physician 
and staying with new mothers afterward to 
provide postpartum care. 

Janice learned postpartum care from 
the experienced midwives, and she eventu-
ally moved to Grand Rapids to apprentice 
to become a midwife herself. After living in 
Grand Rapids for several years while Janice 
finished her training, the family moved 
back near Janice’s hometown of Sunfield. 

“I started my midwifery practice, 
we had more babies, and we built a little, 
handmade house,” says Janice. Their son, 
Jarek, was born in 1983, Garth was born in 
’87, and Jesse came along in ’93. 

In the mid-’90s, the family moved to 
Galesburg, because Lee was finding more 
music gigs in the Kalamazoo area. Janice 
built a home-birth midwifery practice in 
Southwest Michigan, a service she still 
offers today, along with classes for aspiring 
traditional midwives in the region. 

In 2005, Janice published a book 
called “The Roots of Natural Mothering.” 
The book walks readers through the natu-
ral process of pregnancy, birth and moth-

ROWING UP on a dairy farm in 
Sunfield, Mich., Janice Marsh-
Prelesnik learned to connect with

the natural world. Her parents opted not to 
have electricity, and there were no nearby 
playmates. So as a girl, Janice spent count-
less hours playing in the woods, observing 
the farm animals and gathering herbs with 
her grandmother. There was, of course, no 
radio or television, so for entertainment 
her family would gather around the piano 
to sing and tell stories. 

This rich, rural childhood helped 
shape a woman of eclectic talents. Today, 
Janice Marsh-Prelesnik is the owner of 
Creative Health Arts. She is a singer of 
songs to touch and shape the heart. She is 
a midwife of birth and death, an herbalist, 
an author, and a teacher of natural living 
and motherhood. Janice laughs easily and 
shares freely, a resource and a treasure to 
West Michigan.

Janice and her husband, Lee Marsh-
Prelesnik, attended Michigan State 
University together in the late 1970s and 
early ’80s. They studied music together, 

married, and played in a punk band called 
the Come Ons. “The band was very politi-
cal, and we hated nuclear power,” Janice 
says with a laugh. “It was punk, but some 
of it was also very funny, singing about our 
three-eyed babies. We were going to save 
the world.” 

Alas, that future as a punk star was 
not meant to be. Lee graduated, and in her 
final year at MSU, Janice became pregnant 
with their first child, Heather, who was 
born at home in the spring of 1981. As 
soon as she had that baby in her arms, 
Janice knew her days in smoky bars with 
the Come Ons were over. She had always 
planned to become a music teacher, but 
after becoming a mother, she recalls, “I 
was pretty sure if I had to leave my baby, I 
would die.” 

A punk-rock world tour was out, but 
the midwives who had attended Heather’s 
birth needed help doing postpartum visits 
for their home birth clients. Janice was in-
trigued in part because of the stories she’d 
heard from her grandmother, who had 
spent seven years as a young woman at-

Living Naturally
“Plants have a life force, and they each have a different vibration …”

Text and photos
by Jessica English
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ering. “It focuses on the power of moth-
ering intuition and replacing fear with 
trust,” she says. “The book puts everything 
I usually share with young mothers in 
one place.” The popularity of the book in 
midwifery and natural-health circles has 
led to frequent speaking engagements at 
conferences around the nation.

Over the years, Janice has also built 
up an incredible knowledge of plants and 
herbal remedies. She again points to her 
grandmother as inspiration, remembering 
gathering dandelions and nettles with her 
every spring. In the 1980s, Janice studied 
with a variety of famous herbalists, includ-
ing taking a course with the renowned 
David Hoffmann. Much of her herbal 
knowledge, however, has been gained by 
simply getting to know the plants and 
working with them in her daily life.

“On and off throughout the years, 
my family didn’t have health insurance, 
so I really had to learn how to take care 
of most things myself,” Janice muses. “I 
found books and talked with people about 
simple little remedies they used to use, 
and I remembered what my grandmother 
talked about. Look how far we’ve come as 
a civilization; people had to know how to 
take care of each other!” 

In the Marsh-Prelesnik family, West-
ern medicine has always been saved for 
when it’s truly needed, such as when Janice 
herself had a serious Strep A infection that 
nearly led to amputation of her leg in the 
fall of 2005. She received what she calls 
“heavy duty” IV antibiotics at the hospital, 
but also combined that treatment with 
herbal soaks in a giant metal garbage can 
that her family brought into the hospital. 

During that scary bout with the 
flesh-eating bacteria, Janice learned of 
three other people in West Michigan who 
had contracted Strep A infections that fall. 
Of the four cases, one man had his leg 
amputated and another local woman lost 
her eye. 

“As scary as it was, I really came out 
of it pretty good,” Janice says. “Sometimes 
I wonder if the antibiotics helped me more, 
or more quickly, because I hadn’t taken 
them in 25 or 30 years.”

ver the years Janice’s herbal
knowledge has continued to grow, 
and people have come to her for

suggestions and herbs. She founded a 
division of Creative Health Arts known as 
Granny Janny Herbs, which sells a variety 
of herbal products, including the “Green 
Goop Healing Salve.” The salve includes 
comfrey, calendula, plantain, olive oil, 
beeswax and lanolin. Its fans have used it 
for cuts and scrapes, diaper rash, eczema, 
psoriasis, burns, cracked skin, chapped 
lips and even for healing tender nipples 
that are sore from breastfeeding.

Every summer Janice also teaches a 
series of herbal classes for local residents. 
Taught at her home and using plants 
grown in her own backyard, the classes 
feature an informal, interactive look at how 
people can tap into the amazing world of 
herbs and their own intuitive knowledge 
about each plant.

“People ask me how I know which 
herbs to work with,” Janice says. “There is 
some science to it, but also art. Plants have 
a life force, and they each have a different 
vibration; you just have to tune into that 
and learn what goes together. I spent my 
whole childhood in the woods, interacting 
with nature. That’s how people come to 
know things! We’ve lost that knowledge, 
and it needs to come back. I’m determined 
to teach people as much as I can.”

Janice’s abiding love of music and the 
arts has been woven throughout her life 
story. She sang lullabies to her children 
when they were young, and they played 
instruments together as a family for 
entertainment and as part of their home 

schooling. Although part of her everyday 
life, music was not the focal point she had 
originally expected it would be.

“I’d always promised myself that 
when my children were mostly grown up, 
I’d really devote myself to music again,” 
Janice says. 

Although she had passed all her class-
es in music education at Michigan State 

back in 1981, Janice found out more than 
a decade later than she had not actually 
been issued a diploma because she missed 
too many days of class that last semester 
of college, when her daughter was born. 
In 2005, she finished her bachelor’s degree 
through a distance program at Goddard 
College in Vermont. After that, she turned 
her attention to earning a master’s degree 
in expressive art therapy from the Interna-
tional University of Professional Studies. 

As part of her studies, she began of-
fering music and expressive arts at senior 
day programs and assisted-living facilities. 
She also volunteered to sing to patients 
through Borgess Hospice, and is a found-
ing member of the Vigil Singers, who can 
be hired to sing for any number of life pas-
sages, from birth to death.

Death, in particular, has captured 
Janice’s interest in the past 15 years or 
so, since her parents and in-laws passed 
away. She was driving on a highway near 

Green Goop is the most popular herbal remedy 
Janice sells. It is used for a variety of skin 
conditions and includes herbs like calendula, 
comfrey and plantain.

Students Kathy McRae, Tessa Erskine, Linda 
Mosher and instructor Janice Marsh Prelesnik 
examine a mullein plant.

Janice laughs while sharing a story with 
students in an herbal remedies class last 
summer. The bottle of vodka on the table is used 
for preserving certain herbs as tinctures.
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Kindleberger
    Summer Festival
          of the Performing Arts

The Stage at 

Summer Concert Series
Sundays at 6:30pm

Kindleberger Park, Parchment

Wed, July 6 - Mon, July 11

Family Musical Youth Production

“Shout!” - a Beatles Tribute 
Mon, July 11, 8pm

33rd St Band    The Bronk Bros    Voices of Freedom
Shelagh Brown    We Know Jackson     Acappazoo

Out of Favor Boys      Borrowed Time

www.kindleberger.org

Polymers that Perform

CHEM LINK polymer innovations 
have generated a growing 
family of adhesives, sealants, 
coatings and related technologies 
for architecture, industry and 
consumers throughout North 
America.

We are committed to environmental 
responsibility in 
every product 
and process.

CHEM LINK

customerservice@chemlinkinc.com

10-week program with teenage mothers 
through Calhoun County Alternative Edu-
cation. Her “Mothering From the HeART” 
program included young women with 
babies ages 4 months to 2 years old. There 
were six young moms in Janice’s program, 
mostly inner city youth. She sang to them, 
and taught them lullabies to sing to their 
babies. She taught them how to massage 
their little ones, and they each sculpted 
their own family symbol out of clay.

“I thought the program was going 
to be about teaching them to interact 
with their babies, but it turned out that it 
was really about nurturing these young 
mothers,” Janice says. “They needed to 
be nurtured, to experience song and 
positive touch, so they could even know 
how that felt. They all really wanted to 
be good mothers, they wanted things to 
be different, but some of them had never 
really heard that it’s OK to touch a baby 
in this loving way, to rock, to sing like 
that to your baby.” 

She found their discussions often 
drifted toward stress reduction and 
nurturing positive relationships with the 
adults in their lives. “If you don’t have 
positive relationships with the other 
adults around you, that’s probably not go-
ing to translate into healthy relationships 
with your children,” Janice says. 

As the program in Calhoun County 
came to an end, Janice realized that this 
population could really benefit from 
more programming. She was recently 
gifted some money to start an expressive 
arts program for low-income families in 
Kalamazoo. She’s still working out the 
details, but Janice envisions Kindermusik 
classes, teaching families how to sew in 
order that they can make quilts and other 
items for their babies, along with garden-
ing and herbal-remedy classes.

“This program will really be the 
culmination of everything I’ve ever done,” 
says Janice. “Working with pregnant 
women, working with herbs, my music, 
teaching …everything has been leading 
toward this! I can’t wait to start.” 

For information on Janice’s sings, classes 
or retreats, call (269) 599-4237.

downtown Chicago when her mother 
passed away in 2001, and she remembers 
feeling a powerful “bolt of lightening” go 
through her body. 

“I had no idea what had happened, 
but I told myself to breathe, just breathe, 
you’ll understand later,” she says. Janice 
returned home later that night and learned 
that her mother had passed away at that 
exact moment. The next morning, a little 
phoebe she had never seen came to her 
window and “sang its little heart out.” She 
felt it was her mother.

“The spiritual dimension of life 
became very clear to me,” Janice reflects. “I 
saw so clearly that death is just part of the 
whole spectrum of life, not to be feared, 
not a failure. Birth and death are really 
very similar, and the natural process of 
death can be a very peaceful, transitional 
period of growth for families.” 

With her hospice work and as part 
of the Vigil singers, Janice helps to 
midwife the dying on to the other side. 

She has also taken an interest in “green 
funerals,” which bypass the funeral 
home and the traditional embalming or 
cremation process.

That interest doesn’t mean she’s 
forgotten about the beginnings of life, 
however. To the contrary, Janice’s work 
with young families continues both 
through midwifery and in a new direc-
tion: introducing the expressive arts to 
low-income mothers.

In May of 2010, Janice began a 

Marsh-Prelesnik

Tessa Erskine, a student in one of Janice’s 
classes, digs in the comfrey patch during a 
hands-on herbal remedies workshop.
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WMU Sangren Hall

People’s Food Co-op

Kalamazoo Valley Community College

1029 Portage Street   |   Kalamazoo, MI   |   269.345.3561

miller-davis.com

KOOPER’S
Cars and Marine, LLC

Family Fun On The WaterFamily Fun On The Water

Bennington Makes The Difference

Kalamazoo Nature Center
381-1574

Creature Feature — LIVE animals shown 
with Q/A time. May 7 & 21, 12–1 p.m.
Boomers and Beyond — Visit and explore 
the W.K. Kellogg Bird Sanctuary. Bring 
lunch and enjoy treats to finish the pro-
gram. May 31, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 50+
Birding with the Stars — Hikes led by 
Anna Kornoelje in search of Scarlet 
Tanager and Indigo Bunting, May 10, and 
John Brenneman in search of Blue-winged 
Warbler and American Redstart, May 17.
Bring your binoculars and field guide.

Kellogg Biological Station
671-2510

Birds & Beans — Join a bird walk fol-
lowed by coffee and discussion. May 11 & 
June 8, 8:30–10 a.m. 12685 E. C Ave.

(continued from page 29)
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Call

323-9333
& ask how.

Visit
PortagePrinting.com

to SEE HOW.

Your letterheads should

LOOK BETTER
than theirs.

We’d love to share your 
poetry with Kalamazoo-area 
readers. Please submit
a short personal profile to 
accompany it.
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NEW BEGINNINGS
There’s something in the air.  

The Kalamazoo/Battle Creek area is ready to take 

off. And what better symbol of this region’s focus on 

the future than the new airport terminal that serves 

all of Southwestern Michigan.  

Use your free half-hour of short-term parking to 

drop in and get a feel for this new terminal, its 

beauty and comfort. And consider AZO for all your 

future travel needs.

Safe. Simple. Convenient.



Keep your options open.
Your physician has powerful tools to provide you with medical images.

Even an Olympic swimmer with a 7-foot arm span
can stretch out in KNI’s high-field open magnet.

MRI patients who need more room, who feel uneasy in 
tight spaces, or who need specialty exams for orthopedic 
procedures often find comfort in high-field open magnets. 

KNI partners with Borgess to provide the most powerful 
and versatile medical imaging equipment available in 
Southwest Michigan. Working with Premier Radiology, KNI 
has the medical expertise to provide your physician with
the test results you need.

KNI will continue to introduce area physicians to new 
developments in breast imaging, cardiac imaging, 
neuroimaging, orthopedic imaging and functional imaging. 

So, when medical imaging is important to you or your 
family, learn more about your options at www.kniimaging. com.


